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LONDON, SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 1869.

WHAT IS FTREEMASONRY ?

An address delivered by Bro. H. Troyrsoy, P.A. 177 and

1,158, to the members of {he Domatic Lodge of Instruction.

A very important question is asked in our lec
tures “ What is Freemasounry ? *” and the ordinary
reply to the query is, that it is ©“a peculiar system
of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols,” but the subject demands a closer exami-
nation and a more elaborate answer, for it embraces
every part of that noble science which has existed
as far as we know from time Immemorial, and
under whose powerful inflnence such wonderful re-
sults have been obtained. This question, how-
ever, is often re-iterated by those who ave outside
our order, and sometimes with no friendly motive,
for like all other human institutions it has ibs de-
tractors, however pure may be its objects or spot-
less its career. I'rom vain curiosity they strive fo
penetrate the arcana of our secrets, bubt happily
such efforts have hitherto proved fruitless to all
who do not possess the master key by which alone
they can be obtained. While such inquirers should
always be discouraged and our order closed tyled
against them, there are however, many others who
are prompted by truly laudable motives and a
favorable opinion preconceived of our institutions,
who feel a longing desire to know something of the
origin, growth, and progress of that gigantic treef;
whose branches are spread over the entire surface
of the habitable globe, and from which such abun-
dant fruits have been gathered. 'The first class
of inquiriers to which I have alluded, ave, I am
happy to say, very limited in numbers, but not-
withstanding their insignificance they are very
energetic and vituperative in their slanders, and
in the presence of kindred spirits in feelings and
inclinations are ever ready to denounce our insti-
tution as a body that should not exist, and ought
at once to be put down by the strong arm of the
lasv.  'We, however, can weil afford to langh 2t their
puny threats, and treat their vaunted allocutions
with all the contempt they deserve, and in the few
remarks I intend to offer, T shall perhaps nob
again refer to a class of inquirers who possess no
title and have no claim to our consideration. As
regards the latter class to which I have referred,
their motives cannot be too highly commended. for
unmindful of the vulgar remarks sometimes levelled
at us by those who really know nothing about the

secrets and objects of our Order, they seek to in-
quire for themselves as to the great motives which
appear to have such a potent influence in indncing
so many of their fellow mon to muite together with
no other law than that which is enforced by their
own free will, to extend the light of truth, and
promote the welfare and happiness of their fellow
creatures. To such inquivers we give a hearty wel-
come, and if they want to know more of us and
how we prove that in uniting together our object
is to render onrselves more extensively serviceable
to our fellow creatures, we may well use the expres-
sive opitaph on Sir Christopher Wrenand tell them
to look around ab the noble institutions we
have provided for the deserving objects committed
to our care. Like the Roman Matron Cornclia
we can say, “ These are our jewels—these ave the
bright and shining lights of Freemasonvy.” 16
has been said that ““on the empive of Yngland the
suu never sets,” an apb and foreible illusbration of
the extent and power of country to which we owe
our birth ; hut gveat, noble, and dazzling as is the
acquisition of territory, as an lnseparable and in-
evitable result of conquest, such vicborics arve some-
times only obtained ab the cost of thousands of
lives, with desolabion, ruin, and widows and
orphans following in their train.  Bub with vegard
to Freemasonry although its domain is even fav
more extended—although as regards its influence
the sun is always at its meridian—it brings no such
pangs in her bright career, for hers is the mission
of peace and goodwill to all mankind, Her con-
quests are great, noble, and bloodless, and her
highest ambition is to extend the blessings of peace
and the bounties of charity to every deserving
object under Heaven. Ier reign commenced in
the primitive period of the world, and her territory
is not confined to one country, language, or people,
for it is spread over the cntire habitable globe. T
stands with a rock for its foundatbion, honour, truth,
and virtue for its superstructurs, whilst the three
greab pillars supporting its noble temple, are &

“J
Hope, and Charity, theveby implying owr faith in
the Great Avchitect of the Universe, » hope iu
salvation, and to be in chariby with all men. Our
institution, too, can boast of its anticquity, forming
the great link between the peviod when-civilisation
just emerged from barbarism into an age in which
it has expanded to such nobie proportions. If was
in the early days of TFreemasomry that natuval
religion first beamed on man, the darkness which
ushered in his existence began to disappear, his
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mind was insensibly drawn to the contemplation
of the works of nature and up through them to
Nature’s God. Step by step he was led to higher
and nobler aspirations and a dne reverence of the
Almighty, through whose benign influence and
great mercy we live, and move, and have our being.
It has been well said that ““ the Almighty Archi-
tect of the Universe has never left himself without
a faithful witness amongst men, as the patriarch,
saved from universal desolation, has preserved the
sacred fire of religion and transmitted it pure and
untainted to his descendants. Iven in therudest
period the teachings of Freemasonry were full of
veneration for the Deity, and the utmost vegard
for his supreme wisdom and power. The first tent
or tabernacle erected by Moses in the wilderness
for the proper and decent celebration of Divine
worship by a singular coincidence formed the great
prototype and ground plan of the magnificent
temple built at Jerusalem by King Solomon, which
for its extent and regal splendour was at that time
considered one of the wonders of the world, but
great like all the edifices reared by the hands of man
which were designed to last for all time, they have
all disappeared from the earth, and true to the
prophecy which was pronounced when they were
all vich in their regal splendour, the plonghshare
of time has passed over their site and not one
stone has been left on another. The glovies of
Solomon could not preserve this stately fabric from
ruin; and the temple that was reared with such
industry, skill, and care, has passed away ¢ like the
baseless fabric of a vision and left not a wreck be-
hind.” Bub what shall we say of Freemasonry,
the Order which King Solomon in all his glory
delighted to honour. Has that shared the fate of
the temple to which we have just referred ?—has
1t like the splendid structure of our Royal founder,
crumbled to the dust. To these questions woe can
give an emphatic answer, and say that the great
Order of Freemasonry not only still exists, but
has gone on increasing in streugth, adding every
year to its vitality, and like the sapling oak it has
grown to a noble and majestic tree, under whose
spreading branches the young find shelter, and the
old happiuess and repose. And why is all this,
why is it that men hitherto strangers, should thus
meeb on the common ground of love to each other ?
It may be simply expressed in a few words, be-
cause it is founded on religion, and virtue, and its
precepts teach us to extend the hand of brotherly
love to all who come within the charmed circle of

our Order. It has been well described by a bro-
ther whose name I forget in eloquent terms when
he said, “ Amid the institutions which in all ages
have best deserved the protection of sovereigns,
the esteem of philosophers, and the support of
mankind, our Order has stood conspicuous as
eminently inculcating the knowledge of the
supreme God, obedience to princes, subjugation of
the passions, love towards our fellow creatures, and
humanity to the distressed. Works of Art may
show the genius of man, and the fertility of his
imagination ; the perfection of the sciences may
mark the extent of his enterprise and spirit, but
nothing can demonstrate the goodness of his heart
more than Freemasonry. Whether it be in peace
or war—in the calm of sunshine of prosperity or
the bitter gales of adversity, Freemasons wel-
come each other with cordiality, sacrifice them-
selves one for another, receive with brotherly love,
cherish with relief, and greet with truth those who
have no other claim than fraternity, no other tie
than one common bond of recognition.”

This truly describes, in answer to our inquiry,
“What is I'reemasonry?”” This is its universal
and immutable religion; and, whilst so esta-
blished, no fear need be entertained that it will
continne and flourish until the end of time. Our
institution has been called a “ secret society ” by
one class of persons referred to in the beginning
of this paper, but is it really so in the sense in
which the term is generally received? I deny
that it is so. Secret societies, under their generic
appellation, are bedies of men collected for a pur-
pose which is forbidden by the law, and their
actions will not bear the light of day; but in
what does this resemble Freemasonry? or by
what perversion or straining of language can it be
called a secret society? It is true that it has
its secrets, but those secrets are neither opposed
to the law, or are they incompatible with any
man’s civil, moral, or religious duties; and it is
well known that one of the prominent injunctions
given to a candidate is to be a peaceable citizen
and pay a due obedience to the laws of any state
which may become the place of his residence or
afford him its protection. I deny, therefore,
strongly and emphatically, that it is a secret
society, for our works are known to all the world,
and our portals are always open to any one who
brings with him the passport of a good character,
who fears God, and honours the King. On this

part of the subject, although I think no further
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argument is needed, I will quote the opinion of a
great philosopher, whose name is enshrined in the
hearts of thousands, although he has long since
passed away, I mean the untitled but illustrious
Benjamin Franklin. In his plain but forcible
language be says :—

“ Freemasonry, I admit, has its secrets. It has
secrets peculiar to itself; but of what do they prin-
cipally consist? They consist of signs and tokens,
which serve as testimonials of character and qualifi-
cation, which are only conferved after a due course
of instruction and examination. These are of no
small value. They speak an universal lJanguage, and
act as a passport to the attention and support of the
initiated in all parts of the world. They cannot be
lost so long as memory retains its power. Let the
possessor of them be expatriated, shipwrecked, or
imprisoned ; let him be stripped of everything he has
got in the world, these credentials remain. They
have stayed the uplifted hand of the destroyer : they
have softened the asperities of the tyrant; they have
mitigated the horrors of captivity; they have sub.
dued the rancour of malevolence, and broken down
the barrier of political animosity. On the field of
battle ; in the solitudes of the uncultivated forest,
or in the busy haunts of the crowded city, they have
made friends men of the most hostile feelings. The most
distant regions, and the most diversified conditions
rush to the aid of each other, and feel special joy
and satisfaction that they have been able to afford
relief to a brother Mason.”

I feel that I have wearied you.by going so far
into a justification of the secreey which we ob-
serve; but I have done so lest some might be
tempted to say thab this was a subject I dare not
approach, and to which I had no answer to give in
reply to taunts sometimes thrown out that, if our
society is so good and its benefits so great, that
we should not require the veil of secrecy to be
thrown over it.

Pursuing the ritnal of our Order, all tending to
the elucidation of the question, ¢ What is Free-
masonry ?”’ I may say that it is divided into three
distinet periods, or stages, by which the full
knowledge of the science is obtained, and all of
which have a deep and significant meaning. The
firs of these stages is eminently symbolical of the
early state of the darkness and chaos which pre-
ceded the foundation of man, when darkness
covered the earth; but even then, when all was
confusion and disorder, when the shapeless mass
had assumed no form or distinction, the guardian
spirit of the Lord moved on the face of the

waters. It was then that the power of the
Omnipotent Being became manifest ; the clouds
that obscured our mortal vision were dispelled,
and man was glorified by standing in the broad
sunlight of reason in the hallowed presence of his
Divine Creator. The first degree in Freemasonry
symbolises this state of man, by admitting him to
o participation in the enjoyment of that which is
the predominant wish of his heart, by emerging
from a tempovary darkness into the light of truth,
and encouraging him to a fervent hope of becom-
ing a partaker of the blessings of life eternal.
Many, no doubt, before entering upon this stage
have cultivated those qualities which render them
fit members for this probationary stage, by prac-
tising the principles of moral truth and virtue ; but
an entrance on this degree cannot fail, if properly
estimated by the newly-initiated brother, to im-
prove those principles upon which we ought to
pursue the business of life, and on which we may
safely rest our hopes for the enjoyment of the future.

The second degree admits us to the great in-
tellectual field of science which is now unfolded
to our view, and enables us to appreciate the
wisdom, power, and goodness of the Great.
Creator, and read them in the sacred pages of the
celestial hemisphere, although the feebleness of
our nature .does nobt permit us ab once to grasp
the magnitude of his works; and we feel humbled
at our own insignificance when we contemplate
the wonders of His Almighty hand.

In the third degree the inquirer is brought into
the sublimity of the science, and the full blaze of
revelation. We have thus traversed many and
tortuous steps, until we have ab length arrived at
the end of our journey, and this degree is sym-
holical of cur passage through this life, after a
series of years well spent in acts of piety and
virtue, and we hope to receive as our reward an
admission to the Throne of Grace, trusting to be
finally received into a mansion, not built with
hands, but one eternal in the Heavens. Having
done our duty in our earthly career, we frost to
see shining in the east that bright morning star,
whose rising brings peace and salvation to the
faithful and obedient of the human race, and for
ever to live in the presence of our Almighty
Creator, to be for ever in the regions of Him who
has been so eloguently described as the—

Father of all, in every age,
In every clime adored

By saint, by savage, and by sage,
Jehovah, Jove, and Lord.
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Such Is my answer to the question, “What is
Freemasonry ?”  Such are the beautiful teach-
ings of the Crafs. May its precepts sink decp in
your hearts ; may they be perpetuated for all time
and from generation to gencration.

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.
By Axrmony Onpan Have.
(Continued from page 8).

BOOK IV.—CHAPTER XIL.—Conld.

The Papal Commission sat at Paris on the 7th
Aungast, 1309, and ordered that the Templars shonld
be cited to appear before it, on the first day after
the Feast of St. Martin, in November. Messen-
gers wore despatched to publish the citations in
Rheims, Rouen, Tours, Liyons, Bourges, Narbonne,
and Auch, which were to be done, in the presence
of the clergy and people, in all the cathedrals,
colleges, churches, and schools, in the principal
houses of the Order, and in those prisons where
Templars were confined. On the day fixed, the
Commissioners assembled at the palace of the
Bishop of Paris; but, during several sittings, no
person appeared in the nawme of the Ovder.  New
citations were ordered to be made, and the Com-
missioners prorogued their sittings, as they sus-
pected that the former citations had been misin-
terproted, or never published. Tt is not sarprising
that no ove shounld have come from the distant
provinces ; but it shews the andacity of the King,
thab in Pavis, under the very eyes of the Commis-
sioners, e had noglected, or vefused, to intimate
the citation to the Templars., To the honour of
these Commissioners he it recorded, that they
attempted to deal justly in the matter, and, doubt-
less, had the guestion been left to their decision,
the Order would have been declared innocent.
But they were curbed in their investigations, and
overawed by the presence of the unprincipled agents
of the King. If the Templurs had admitted before
the Inquisitor and the Bishop of Paris the heresy
of which the Order was accused, why did the
King fear to permit these sclf-condemued criminals
to apper before the Commissioners, when it was
allowed them by the Pope, and this commission
conflrined by letters-patent of Philip himsclf?
Till the Templars appeared before them, the Com-
missioners refused to proceed. It is evident from
this, that Philip wished only the shadow of a pro-
cess, aud had no desire to afford the gallaut

Templars an opportunity of justifying their Order.
At length the Commissioners appealed to the Bishop
of Paris, who, out of pure shame, went to the
prison where the Grand Mastor and several of the
Grand Officers were confined, and made the cita-
tion, at the same time causing that formality to
he performed in the other prisons of the city and of
his diocese.

‘We can still judge of the spirit which animated
the ministers of the King in their actions against
the Templars, by an event which occuwrred during
the sittings of the Commissioners. They learned
that the Provost of the Chitelet had caused to be
arvested several individuals who, 16 was rumoured,
had come to defend the Order. The Commis-
sioners summoned the Provost to their presence,
when he pleaded the King’s orders, who had given
instructions for the arrest of seven pavbicular in-
dividuals, who had been denounced as fugitive
Templars, having abandoned the habit of the
Order, and put on long dresses, and come to
Paris supplied with gold to procure advocates and
defenders for the accused. He had asked the
arrvested strangers if these circumstances were not
true ; but, at the same time, he did not believe
them to be Templars. The Commissioners, upon
this, proclaimed that any person who wished to
defend the Order should lhave fres entrance to
their presence. At the same time, they caunsed
this order to be publicly proclaimed before the
door of the Bishop’s palace. The King’s officers,
however, were on the alert, and arrested all those
suspected of interesting themselves in the cause
of the Templars, and even tortured several strangers
totally unconnected with the Order, as belonging
to it. A sbrict watch was kept over the city, and
no suspected person permitted to approach the
Commissioners. The Templars at length heard of
the doings of this Commission, and their despair
gave place to hope, their sorrow to joy, as they
expected that these proceedings, done by the Pope’s
anthority, would be conducted with a publicity and
solemnity worthy of their misfortunes, when their
innocence would be made appavent in the eyes of
the whole world.

The Commissioners’ demands hecame at length
so persistent, that on the 25th and 26th Novem-
ber the King issued two letters-patent. The first
ordered all the Knights who had been arrested in
the provices of France to be conducted to Paris.
The second hore that several Knights having
demanded permission to defend the Order from the
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crimes alleged against it, the King allowed them fo
do so, and for this pnrpose ordered that all those
who desired to be enrolled for the defence, should
be conducted to Paris, under a safe escort, and
brought before the Commissioners. The expenses
which should be ncurred by them were further-
more to be defrayed by those who were in posses-

sion of the Temple lands, and that after they should |

have been heard in defence of the Order, they
should be reconducted to their prisons. They
afterwards arrived in such numbers, that they
suffered severely from the scanty accommodations
of the prisons.

The Commissioners furthermore commanded
that the Grand Master should be brought before
them. The King was annoyed at this order, which
he feared to disobey: but he resolved to throw
impediments in De Molai’s way. The audience
was opened in the Episcopal Hall of Paris on the
12th November, and the Commissioners were pre-
sent that day to hear the Grand Master. How-
ever, he did not make his appearance. A gentle-
man, dressed in a secular habit, appeared and
demanded admittance to their presence. This
was John de Molai, a brother of the Grand Master.
He declared that, being anxious about the fate of
his relation, he had came thither to inform him-
self of what should pass with regard to the Grand
Master and the Order. Ie stated that he had
belonged to it for ten years, and uttered a long
enlogy upon it. Irom his distingunished appear-
ance, and his bold and fiery language, the agents
of the King perceived that he would prove a dan-
gerous defender of the Order. They, accordingly,
challenged his right to appear, and demanded thab
be should be dismissed, as he no longer belonged
to the Order, and had no right to undertake its
defence; that the Bishop of Paris had been
appoiuted to hear those in his position, and to that
prelate he should be referred. De Molai was
accordingly ousted from the hall.

On the 26th, the Grand Master appeared be-
fore the Commissioners. He was attended by
one lay brother of the Order, his Cook. He was
asked if he wished to defend the Ovder, or if he
desired to say anything in its favour: or would
he simply confine himself to his own defence ?

De Molai.—“T challenge your right to sit in
Jjudgment upon the Order of the Temple. It is
dependent upon, and wnder the authority of, the
Pope alone, and he alone can judge it.  What is
this Order which you accuse of such infamous

crimes 7 It was confirmed by Pope Honorious;
and Pope Alexander IIL.,, on account of the holi-
ness and piety of the brethren, conferred upon it
many great and glorious privileges. It is for the
Pope alone to consider whether the brethren
have ceased to be worthy of these privileges, or
whether the Ovder has derogated from its estab-
lishment, and for him to make such investigations,
not the King. The Order can command some of
its members to undertake the defence; but for
you to wish me to do so, without preparation or
without consultation with my brethren, is, to give
it its mildest name, sarprising. Is this an affair
of such little importance? Are these charges
brought against our noble Order of so paltry a
character, that time is of no moment? It as-
tonishes me that churchmen should lend them-
selves to such a disgraceful purpose, aud proceed
in such haste to demand the defence of the Order.
You are not ignorant, surely, that even in the
case of the Emperor Frederick I., whom the
Sovereign Pontiff had indicted for divers crimes,
he had been accorded very long delays for the
preparation of his defence; mnor was judgment
pronounced against him wvntil after the process
had lasted thirty-two years. As for myself, I
possess neither talent nor eloquence, necessary
qualifications in him who would undertake the
defence; yet I am ready to do so, according to
my feeble means and abilities, and am resolved
to do all in my power to prove the innocence of
my maligned Order. Were I to do otherwise, I
would become vile in my own eyes. Were I to
abandon the cause of that Order, which has con-
ferred upon me such precious advantages, raised
me to sohigh a position, and showered down upon
me so many greab and undeserved honours, I
would appear in the eyes of the world the most
worthless of men. Yea, if I permitted to pass
unresented the slightest insult offered to it, I
would be the most abandoned, most cowardly,
and most contemptible of men. I am nob ignorant
of the difficulties which will surround me in malk-
ing a defence. I do not deceive myself regard-
ing the hopelessness of such an euterprise, for I
amnotin a position to undertake it with auny pros-
pect of success, being actually a prisoner in the
hands of our determined enemy, the King, and
without funds to meeb expenses which must be
But that I may be able to make
I demand to be furnished
to be permitted

incurred.
a defence ab all,
with the necessary funds;
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the assistance of a counsel; aund, if these are
granted me, T shall do my best to exone-
rate the Order, and prove the falseness of
the crimes with which it stands accused. This I
will do, not only by the testimony of the mem-
bers of the Order, but also by the declarations of
the kings and princes of other countries where
the Ovder has possessions—witnesses the less
suspicious, seeing that our Preceptors have often
quarrelled with these potentates regarding their
fiefs, and, consequently, they cannot be snpposed
to be biassed in our favour. Thus will the truth
be made appavent, not alone by us, but by the
voice of every country in which we have posses-
sions ; and I am ready to abide by the testimony
of the kings, princes, prelates, dukes, counts,
barons, and men of probity belonging to these
countries.”

The Avchbishop of Narbonne.— Reflect well
upon your offer to defend the Order. Think swel
of the avowals which you have made regarding it
and yourself. Nevertheless, we will permit you
to defend the Order if you persist in that design.
Having only a lay brother with you, we cannot
well refuse you some delay : but my duty compels
me to state, that, in a matter of faith, you must
speak alone, and we cannot grant you counsel or
money. Purthermore, I warn you that, in a
question of heresy, we proceed summarily, with-
out formality, pleadings of advocates, or forms of
law. You must thervefore think well of it.”

The Grand Master declared that no considera-
tion would make him abandon his design of de-
fending the Order; whereupon the Avchbishop
caused the Commission granted in favour of him-
self and his colleagnes to be read. This docn-
ment contained all the infamons charges made

against the Order. Theveafter they caused to be

read over to the Grand Master the deposition !

which, it was pretended, he had made at Paris,

and confirmed at Chinon. e listened to the

i

narvative of the crimes imputed to the Order |
with astonishment; but when he heard himself

accused of having made such a dreadful deposi-
tion he could scarcely contain his anger, and, by
making the sign of the Cross scveral times, and
by other more energetic symptoms, testified his
astonishment. After the reading of these docu-
ments, he answered, with a noble but indignant
scorn, that those who had been placed in high
authority by the Church, should have been more
<careful of following its precepts. Their garb pro-

i
{

!
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tected them from the wrath of man, but not from
the justice of God. Had he owed less respect to
the envoys of the Pope, or had he stood in any
other position than as a prisoner, he would have
given them a very different answer.

The preparation of this false deposition makes
us doubt whether even the torture wrung from
the other officers such odious confessions. I
proves one thing clearly, that the whole charges
were false. The Grand Master could neither read
nor write—a common occurrence in that age,
when such accomplishments were confined to
churchmen. The notaries who had written down
the depositions had therefore composed them ab
the dictation of the Inquisitors, who, nuscrupu-
lous tools of the King, would not hesitate to affirm
what the Knights denied. Ifit were not so, how
could De Molai have had the presumption to deny
what he had confessed on two occasions? Or, if
such odious crimes were so common in the Order
how could he have assumed, as the Commissioners
themselves declared, such an appearance of out-
raged innocence.

The answer of the Grand Master frightened
the Commissioners, whe do not appear to have
been privy to the intrigues of the King. Indeed
their conduct throughout the whole proceedings
was characterised by bumanity and justice. The
Commissioners, imagining that the Grand Master
had defied them to mortal combat, answered, that
they were not men capable of receiving such a
challenge, nor were they there to hear such. To
this the Grand Master bitterly replied, that they
had mistaken the sense of his speech. e had
not intended challenging them; but he added

- still more bitterly, that he wished to say with re-

gard to those who were capable of such a crime
as to fabricate so infamous a deposition, and pub-
lish it as his, it would be well to establish among
Christians the custom of the Saracensand Tartars,

. who first cut in two the bodies of those whom they

consider perverts, and then, when there was little
fear of challenge, blackened the characters of their
victims. The Commissioners, applying this
answer to the punishment which the Knights had
they been guilty, would have deserved, replied,
that the Church, which abhored the shedding of
blood, would leave that to the secular powers when
they had counvicted the Order of heresy. The
Grand Master smiled contemptuously at this ad-
mission, but deigned to take no further notice of
it. Returning to the question of the defence of
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the Order, he asked permission for a brief space
to confer with his friend, Villiam de Placian, who
was present.  This the Commissioners permitted ;
and the two retived to o side-room, where they
could converse without being heard.

(T be continued.)

LIFE-BOAT SERVICES.

“That the work of the Lifeboat Institution should
kave been originated and carried forward by private
philanthropy and contributions only, the Aorning
Lost deems more creditable to the nation than to the
Government. Considering its services, it must be
acknowledged that to aid so important and beneficent
‘@ work is well worthy the functions of an enlightened
Government, and that it would be ‘better late than
never’ to afford sugh aid as may be requisite towards
establishing stations where they are still required and
-do not yet exist.”

Paragraphs such as the above, called forth by the
-giorious works of different societies and periodiéals,
-are appearing daily in the Newspaper Press, and we
-eonfess that we are looking forward with some degree
of impatience to the launching of the Masonic Life
Boat, the keel of which has been so ably laid down
by our zealous Bro. Woodhouse.

Surely a body so numerous, a0 importaut and so
vealthy, as the Masonic, can have little difficulty in
‘raising the necessary funds to complete the purchase
of a lifeboat, when we see the Odd Fellows, the
Foresters, and other bodies, by no means such a
numerous and weelthy body, eack presenting one.
Freemasons cannot harden their hearts to such an
appeal as the present, backed as it will be when suc-
cessful, with the proud consciousness that we have
done something for the safety of those of our brethren
who go down upon the waters of the great deep.

Great Britain and Ireland possess some of the
most dangerous portions of coast in the world. To
their shores come the navies of the globe, for the
British Isles are the heartpulses of the world,
and a movement in them quivers to the ends of the
carth. Can we then not do something to advert the
fearful consequences of shipwreck? Canwe read
ealmly the daily accounts of the fearful loss of life
upon our shores ? Can we Masons, whose proudest
boast is that the happiness of mankind is our care, not
do something to preserve man’s life ?

Arouse, brethren! North and South, East and
West, Scot and Gael, Saxon and Welsh, English and
Irish, Briton and Stranger. Not one lifeboat should
we have, but half a dozen. A shilling from each
Mason in the three countries would set a lifeboat
afloat in a month, half a dozen shillings, six. Let us

all now put our shoulders to the wheel, and launch
our first lifeboat, when this example will soon be fol-
lowed by others. No loager let us dzlay, bub with a
long pull, a strong puli and a pull albogether, put our
boat into the water in right good earnest.

GRAND LODGE OF IOWA—IL

The Book of Constitutions being of the ubmost
importance to Masons, as to it reference must be made
in all cases where the Grand Tiodge by-laws are silent,
we will briefly notice it.

In the year 926, Prince Bdwin, a brother of King
Athelstane, convoked a convention of Masons at York,
where, the celebrated code of Gothic Constitutions,
the oldest Masonic document extant, was drawn up
from authentic writings in various languages. These
Constitutions have always been recognised as the
fundawmental law of Masonry. Although transcripts
of these constitutions are known to have been taken
in the reign of Richard II, the document was for a
long time lost sight of until a copy of it was discovered
in 1838, in the British Museum, and published by
Halliwell. These Constitutions continued to govern
the Order till the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury, when, by reason of incorrect transcribing, they
were found so defective and erroneous, that a new
code was ordered to be prepaved, which in 1723 was
published by Anderson. This work was revised in
1754, 1766, and the amendmeunts having been unani-
mously approved of by the Grand Lodge of England,
in 1767 the fourth edition wasg published.

The Ancient Consbitutions are marked by greab
knowledge of human nature, and a keen insight as to
the means to be adopted for keeping the brethren to-
gether in peace and good will. The relationship
between man and his Creator is enforced, the
commands of God are charged to be kept inviolate,
and ““thourh in ancient times Masons were charged
in every country to be of the religion of that country
or nation, whatever it was, yet ’tis now thought most
expedient only to oblige them to that religion in
which all men agree, leaving their particular opinions
to themselres.”

The sense of the last passage is somewhat obscure,
for it is almost impossible to think that the Christians
in 926, assembled at York, could have ordered a bro-
ther when in Hindoostan to be a worshipper of
Vishm. Perhaps the true interpretation is that con-
sidering there were so many brethren of different
nations and religions under the banner of Masonry,
each brothers’ creed was to be respected, and rever-
ence paid to his views, by a brother of another creed
and nation, residing in an alien country.
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Respect for the power of the magistrate is incul-
cated, that no brother whether at home or abroad
might by taking part in plots or conspiracies bring
discredit upon the Fraternity, and cause the govern-
ment to view it with distrust. Internal order is also
insisted upon, reverence to be paid to the commands
of Masters and Wardens, while the younger members
are to be instructed and cherished by the elder, taught
how to use the tools, and instructed in the mysteries
of the Craft. The mode of dealing with questions
arising among the brethren, discipline, rewards and
punishments, each are treated of in clear perspicnous
language, and no quibbling can overthrow the mean-
ing of each term.

Much depends upon a code of laws, for the success
of any society, and there cannot exist a doubt that
a great deal of the success of the Masonic body has
arisen from its excellent Constitution. The very
universality of the Order arises from it, and therefore
it is much to be desired that no change be made upon
it, even if such change should meet with the approval
of all Grand Lodges. What has existed and proved
of so much benefit for so many centuries, has proved
alike its usefnlness and truth, and what is characterized
by utility and veracity can need no change.

MASONIC PERSECUTION.—II.

As the History of the Craft previous to the year
1700 is enveloped in considerable darkness, an account
of its persecutions is necessarily Hable to be looked
npon as legendary. Macoy writes that no society or
order of men has been the subject of greater abuse or
more 1aalicious misrepresentation and unreasonable
persecution than that of Freemasonry. Tven among
the Jews, not many years after the building of the
Temple, Freemasons were accused of idolatry, the
temples in which they practised their mysteries were
destroyed, and many of them were put to death. This
arose in a great degree from the ignorance of the
Jews of that age. They misapprehended the lofty
ideas of their greatest King and wisest sage, Solomon,
and were made to believe, after his death, that the
symbolical decorations of the Temple were of a profane
and idolatrous character. They were also taught to
distrust the liberal views entertained in regard to
other nations, and saw in his friendly and fraternal
intercourse with Iiram of Tyve, and other distin-
guished Gentilss, a departure from the strictness of
the Hebrew faith. During the life of Solomon the
company of Iivam continued to practice their rights
unmolested ; but, after his death, a strong and bitter
opposition sprang up amongst them. Their mys-
teries, not being understood, were called abominations,
and a general moyvement for the extermination of the

Sidonian architects was organized. This ancient per-
secution of the Sidonian Masons finds its parallel in
the persecution of the modern Masons by the Church
of Rome. ‘

The persecution of the Jewish builders of the Second
Temple will come forcibly to the memory of all
Masons.

During the early Middle Ages of Christianity, the
jealousy of the Roman Church, the sworn foe to
popular education and advancement of mankind,
crushed down all secret societies, and the builders
suffered in consequence. Laurie says that, though
the building societies were dissolved in the fifth cen-
tury by command of the Roman Emperor, yet there
exist many reasons for believing that the ancient
mysteries were observed in private, long after their
public abolition, by those enemies of Christianity
who were still attached to the religion of their
fathers.

The introduction of Freemasonry into Britain
brought down upon the fraternity the jealousy of the
authorities, who viewed their meetings with suspicion,
and considered the secrecy of their proceedings as
covering inimicable projects against the state.
Although during several centuries the brethren held
their public assemblies, and were somefimes pro-
hibited from meeting by the interference of the legis-
lature, it can scarcely be said to have attracted
general attention till the beginning of the seventeenth
century. In the third year of the reign of Henry VI,
the Parliament passed a severe act against the
fraternity, at the instigation of Henry Beaufort,
Bishop of Winchester, who was at the time entrusted
with the education of the young King. It enacted
that the Masons should no longer hold their chapters
and annual assemblies, that those who summoned
them should be considered felons, and those who

resorted to them should be fined and imprisoned.®
It wonld appear, however, that this Act was never

enforced, as o lodge was held in Canterbury in the
year 1429, under the patronage of the Archbishop
himself, as may be seen in the MSS. Register of

#* The celebrated Judge Coke, in his Institutes (3rd part,
99 folio), writes with regard to this Act:—* The cause whereof
this offence wis made felony, is for that the good cause and effect
of the Statutes of Lubourers were thereby violated and broken.
Now all the Statutes concerning Iabourers, before this Act, and
whereunto this Ack doth refer, avre repealed by the Statute 5,

Bliz, Cap. 4, whereby the cause and end of the making of this

Act is taken awny ; and, consequently, this act is become of no
force or effect ; for cessante ratione legls, cessat ipsalex, And the
indictment of felony upon this Statute must contain, that those
Chapters and Congregations were to the violating and breaking
of the good cause aud effect of the Statute of Labourers;
which now cannot be so alleged, because the Statutes be re-
pealed. Therefore, this would be put out of the charge of
justices of the peace, written by Muster Lambers, p. 227.”
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William Molart, Prior of Canterbury, page 28, en-
titled “Tiberatio generalis Domini Gulielmi,
prioris” (1), 3 Hen. VI, Cap. 1, ap. 1425
See Rufthead’s Statutes. Ecclesie Christi Cantua-
rensis, erga festum natalis Domini, 1429,” in which
are mentioned the names of the Masters, Wardens,
and other members of the lodge. When Ilenry
assumed the reins of Government he patronised and
cherished the fraternity.

The Church of Scotland, like the Church of Rome,
viewed with suspicion the existence of all secret
gocieties, and took sbteps, by excommunicating the
members, to put an end to them, although with little
effect. The Reformation, although it let loose a host
of mystics throughout Europe, yet advanced the real
interests of Masonry, and although certain Protestant
churches and parsons, affect to look with con-
tempt upon the Order, there is little doubt
that it is now deeply rooted in the affections of the
wisest and best of the peoples of all nations, an
effect which may be traced to the bitter hostility
with which it was pursued in former times. As the
blood of martyrs was the seed of the Church, leading
opponents to serious reflection and subsequent con-
viction, so the persecution of Masons drew the eyes
of the world upon them, with what results the pre-
sent numerous Grand Lodges can best tell.

MASONIC DISCIPLINE.—VI.—(contd.)
By Crux,

In our last article we strongly condemned
the practice either adopted, or permitted, in some
lodges, of officers resigning duty and resuming it af
their own convenience, to the total disregard of the
just claims of their junior brethren, who are working
their way up to the chair. Unless in cases of sick-
ness or unavoidable circumstances, we held in the
interest of Masonry, that so llagrant a violation of
discipline should be prevented by a regulation, appli-
cable to every lodge holding its warrant from the

United Grand Lodge.

Suppose for a moment that a brother is compelled
to “drop a year,” as it is termed ab college. Let us
take the case of the J.W. being unable by sickness or
other unavoidable cause to proceed to the higher
office. The officer next below him passes at once to
the chair of 8.W., and gains an additional step Dy
the inability of his predecessor to accept further
office. In a similar manner, all the assistant ofcers
benefit, so far as promotion is concerned, by the
temporary absence of their superior. They each gain
one step towards the chair beyond what they would
%mve attained had their brother been able to continue
in office. Consequently when, upon his retura to the

ae, of the 8.W., or the
position which he would have occupied had he not
been incapacitated from so doing, there is no injustice
done towards the rvest of the brethren who may ab
the time of his return be below the office which he
undertakes. They are exactly where they would Lave
been, had he proceeded to the chair without any
interruption. But while we are carcful to be just
and tmpartial to all, in this rather delicate point, we
strongly protest against re-nppointing a brother who
has been unable to follow up continuously his Masonic
carecr in the lodge, to any office oxcept that to which
he was eligible previously to his temporary absence
from the lodge. In the one case he simply re-assumes
the position he had a right to; in the other he is
either put back a step, in which case he defrands all
the officers beneath him of their proper and legitimate
promotion, or he is put forward, and occupies the
position belonging to another. Unless where reasons
of unquestionable validity and force were known to
exist, we should, as a rule, as we have already stated,
discountenance the re-election of a brother who had
lost his turn. In a few solitary instauces it might
appear a little hard upon the brother, but it is the
interest of the whole lodge that must be chiefly

regarded, and not that of an exceptional individual.
Moreover, if such “interpolations ” of officers were

permitted, save in extremely rvare instances, it
would serve as a pretence for the principal officers
next the "chair, to delay qualifying themselves
for their dubies, in the belief that they could
resign their official functions and re-assume them
at a future occasion more convenient to them-
selves. Those who earnestly and zealously intend
from the time of their initiation, to maintain the
character of working, and not playing Masons,
will not allow a “Jight thing ” or trivial circumstance
to divert them from the path of Masonic progress
and rectitude. On the other hand, those wio take
up Masonry in a dilettante style, and are content with
the display of that true fraternal friendship and
cordiality, which is the invariable accompsniment of
all Masonic gatherings, will do better not to engage in
the more sorious struggle, but to leave to others to
reap the laurels that belong only bo the hardworking
and the painstaking. Much more might be said upon
the important subject of the constitution of our
our lodges, including the election of officers, but
enough has been stated to demonstrate thati there is
no valid reason, why perfect unanimity should not
prevail throughout the various communities of the
Craft. 1If the subject werc once taken in hand by
the supreme authority, as we unhesitatingly assert,
it ought to be, the whole matter, after receiving due
trial and strict examination, would assume a form
that would recommend it to the adoption of cvery

lodee, he is elected to the chair
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true and faithful Mason, and the promotion among
the members of individual lodges, would be arranged
upon a basis at once satisfactory, impartial, and
universal. There is no greater error, no mistake more
palpable and deplorable than to suppose that there
is no room for improvement in Masonry. By the
term improvement, we do not for a moment mean in-
novation, as we have already distinctly stated. DBut
we protest in foto against the idea which seems to be
prevalent, the indolent lethargic notion, that there is
nothing to be done for the advancement of the Craft,
oxcept increasing our numbers and securing the
-entrance fees.

Before leaving the subject of the legal constitution
-of lodges, and proceeding to that involving educa-
tional and moral considerations, we will draw the
attention of our readers to an example that admirably
‘llustrates the truth and foree of the arguments we
put forward in the last article. We request our
readers to refer to pages 16 and 17 of the last number
«of Tue Frermisoxs’” Maeazive, and peruse the
notice under the head “ Glasgow,” relating to “ Lodge
of Glasgow St. John (No. 3, bis). There were two
brethren eligible for the chair according to the pre-
sent system, although we should consider the one
ultimately elected, as completely ineligible. One of
these had filled both the Warden’s chair; the other
had not. It will searcely be credited, and we blush
to record it, that in a Masonic lodge the arguments
put forward by one party were essentially those
which, however well they might have become the
harangue of an electioneering agent, were in total
opposition to the spirit and meaning of true Masonry.
Read this,—“The supporters of Bro. Baird urged
that, being an architeet by profession, he was there-
fore in a better position, and better qualified for the
chair than Bro. Buchan, who was a master trades-
man ; also that Bro. Baird was the richer of the two.”
Trom the renegade conduct of ¢ Bro. Slack,” to
to which we drew prominent attention, many of our
readers may not be surprised at finding our Scotch
brethren even worse disciplinarians than ourselves.
But we did not expect to witness a whole lodge fol-
lowing the bad example of a solitary individual, we did
not expect that it might be truly said of Masonic
“black sheep,” and applicable to their brethren «b
wuno disce omnes. Have the members of “St. Jobmn,”
who perpetrated so scandalous a violation of Masonic
principles, forgotten their obligation to “prize honour
and virtue above the external advantages of rank and
fortune ?” They have apparently not only forgotten
it, bub actually inverted it. Instead of deciding the
relative merits of the candidates upon pure Masonic
grounds, they backed up their arguments by placing
in the first place “the external advantages of rank
and fortune above honour and virtue,” and introducing

into the lodge subjects that are alien to its constitu-
tion, humiliating to all true and faithful brethren
stultifying and self-contradictory to themselves, and
calenlated to impress the uninitiated world, that the
discussions in a lodge are carried on in the same spirib
of personal animosity, private squabbles, and petty
jealousies that disgrace the contests outside its doors.
How like a farce that beautiful paragraph of the
obligation of the E.A. reads, when tested by the con-
duct we allude to! If Masons themselves are the
first to show that they regard their obligations as
simple forms, to be broken through or kept as circum-
stances or colvenience may require, then farewell to
the Craft. TFurewell to our ancient glory, which shone
so brightly in days gone by. Tarewell to that in-
tegrity, that iuvincible honour, which distinguished
our Grand Master, H.A. His degenerate brethren,
alas! cannot equal him in spirit. "What would be-
come of them were they required to imitate his un-
flinching courage, his unconquerable resolution, his
indomitable vindication of the inviolability of kis
sacred obligation ?

At the commencement of these avticles we asserted,
that “every body or community of men possessed
within itself the seeds of danger and death,” and we
little thought that we should be so speedily furnished
with an indisputable proof of our regretful observa-
tion. Nevertheless, such is the fact. From outward
foes we ave secure; our open enemies are known, and
their assaults can be guarded against and warded off.
But from internal assaults we are not secure; from
intestinal conflicts we have much to fear, and inter-
necine war may yet be the death of Freemasonry, as
it has been of the mightiest empires and most power-
ful nations that the world ever saw. 'Were any proof
required to demonstrate the necessity of the passing
of some regulation to govern in future the conssitu-
tion of lodges, it has been afforded in the case we
have adduced. To omit to elect as a R W.M.,, a
brother who had filled all the offices in the lodge,
and who was evidently Masonically thoroughly
qualified to discharge those imporfant duties, and to
substitute in his place a brother who was offlcially
a nonentity, is so gross and unparalleled a dereliction
of all conscientious obligation, that we trust we shall
never hear of its repetition. In this, as well as in
many other particulars, which we shall not fail to
ingtance in their proper place, may be indistinctly
traced the events that overshadow the futurity of
Masonry. They are all distinguished by a direct
violation of ¢ Masonic discipline,” and if prompt
and stringent measures be not taken to impose uni-
universal laws and regulations, our lodges will speedily
resemble that lamentable state which prefigured the
impending captivity of the tribes of Israel and Judah,
in which “every man did that which was right in his
own eyes.”
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MASONIC NOTES AND QUERIES

WILLTAM TIE LION'S CIIARTER.

As Bro. Buchan purposes sending another com-
munication to the Mugazine anent my interpretation
of this charter, I shall wait forit. Meanwhile, I may
point out to Bro. Buchan that there is no proof that
the monks, or the bishop even, had residences out of
the Cathedral in the time of William the Lion. Also
those which he calls my mistalkes, scavcely deserve such
a term. I think he has not proved them to be so.
‘With him, I should like to know what “ A Masonic
Student”’ thinks of the case now.—ANTIONY ONEAL
Haxe.

THE SCOTCH'D BROS. BUCIIAN AXD A. O. IIAYE, AND
THOE SCOT BRO. D. M. LYON.

I have paid some attention to the correspondence
between Bros. Buchan and Lyon relative to the use of
the words Scotch and Scot, and bad considered that
the former brother had adopted the views so ably
propounded by Bro. Liyon,and that the correspondence
was at an end, when, lo! another star appears in Bro.
Haye, who stepsin and declares that the word “ Scotch
is a vulgarism ” and is “ condemned by Hume, Henry
Mackenzie, Henry Erskine, and the writers in the
¢Scots Magazine.”” I should like to be favoured
through your columns with one iota of proof of so
unsupported an assertion, and fancy Bro. Haye must
have meant quite the reverse. However, I await his
answer, as he ought to know what he meant better
than—RES XON VERB4.

RELICS IN THE CIURCIH OF THE IIOLY SEPULCHRE
AT JERUSALEX.

The above is a sketch of what is said to be the
original badge of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.

This jewel is of silver-gilt, the large central cross
being enriched with five rubies, and the letters T.E.S.
engraved in the middle of each of the four smaller
crosses; ab the back of the large cross, but nearly
obliterated, are the letters I.L.D.K.—C.J.L.G-

Any brother visiting Jernsalem may see this jewel
by applying to the Sacristan of the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, in whose custody will also be found
a pair of spurs and an ancient two-handed sword,
which are stated to have formerly belonged to Godfrey
de Bouillon; with this sword the Superior of the
Franciscans bestows the acclolade on those whom he
creates Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.

It appears somewhat strange that none of tkLe
Masonic authors should have mentioned the existence
of these relies, which are assuredly gennine, and must
be deemed of interest to those who are in possession
of certain of the chivalvic degrees.

Perhaps some brother will favour us with further
information on this subject.-—Dx¥arxo.

SCOTS AND SCOTCIH.

Bro. Lyon errs in assuming that I “join issue with
TW.P.B. in his futile attempt to suppress the words
Scotch and Scotchmen.” The attempt is neither
futile nor pedantic. It is a vindication of the right.
Because some writers choose to right slovenly, that
does not prove the slovenliness to be correct, and T
have given instances suflicient to prove that W.P.B.
and myself are correct. One swallow does not make
a sammer, and one writer in the “ Scots Magazine "—
an Englishman, by the way—does not prove that I
am wrong. Among the last times T had the pleasure
of seeing our lamented Bro. Bonar, I drew his
attention to the improper use he made of the words,
when be acknowledged I was correct. I think, how-
ever, there are worthier subjects for Bros. Liyon and
Buchan’s consideration than this,and while we shall not
quarrel with Bro. Lyon for using Scotch and Scotch-
men, I know he will permit Bro. Buchan and me to
use Scots and Scotsmen.—A. O. Hayz.

BRO. “R.Y.," AND “NoT4,” and BRO. IUGHAN.

I am obliged to Bros. “R.Y.” and “Nota" for
their most fraternal communications respecting Bro.
Dr. D’ Assigny’s work of a.p. 1744, of which I possess
a copy believed to be unique; and, in answer to their
kind inquiries, must beg them to allow me to preserve
silence, so far as any more information relative to the
work is concerned, pro Zem, as I am considering the
desirability of having it reprinted for the benefit of
the Craft universal. I would, in fact, reprint it in
1869, could I be secured against loss (as my Masonic
endeavours generally tend to that financial end);
but, having so much on my hands at present concern-
ing Masonry, I simply wish to avoid anything like
trouble or anxiety respecting the sale of the work.—
Winzraar Jayzes Huemaxy.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by Correspondents,

MASONIC DISCIPLINE.

TO THAE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Dear Sir and Brother,—I have read with much
pleasure the articles in course of publication in the
BMagazine on ** Masonic Discipline.” It hus for some
years appeared to me that in many respects a revision
of the Book of Constitutions is much needed. This
I have not hesitated to state when opportunities have
offered, and it is gratifying to find that indications
often crop out, showing that such an impression i
becoming more prevalent. At the head of the changes
which seem necessary, is one the statement of which
may be by some considered as almost amounting to high
treason, without the reservation which I desire to
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append to it. Yet, allow me to state, that no one
more heartily than myself joins in the honours paid
at all Masonic meebings to evince respect for the
noble head of the Craft in England, on many grounds,
among which may be enumerated the dignity and
authority conferred upon us by his high rank, his
long services of a quarter of a century, the appre-
ciation of which will shortly be marked in so signal
a manner by the contributions to a memorial fund of
large amount ; his kind and courteous bearing to all
who come into contact with him, his suceessful en-
deavours to maintain harmony and good feeling
amongst us, and to reconcile all differences; his
patronage and support of the charities (the great
ornaments of the society), and many other con-
siderations.  On mo account should these high
qualities be ignored, nor should any other Grand
Master be proposed in his place so long as he is able
and willing to occupy the position he has so ably filled.
This should not, however, shut our eyes to the dis-
advantages of so long a tenure of office, nor preclude
the enactment of a law that any future appointments
should be limited in point of duration of office, so as
occasionally to infuse new blood into our proceedings
to prevent mafters falling too much into a groove
from which it is difficult to depart; %o allow those
who entertain other views on any subjects opportu-
nities of bringing them forward in an authoritative
manner and of having them discussed; to increase
and extend the interest in the Craft by conferring the
highest rank on men whose ambition would lead them
to aspire to it, who are eminently qualified in point of
ability and influence, and who would confer equal
bonour on our institution.

The article published this day does treat of other
points of Masonic discipline, in the opinions respecting
which I can fully concur. It has always appeared
to me monstrous that the appointment of all the
officers except Treasurer and Tyler should lie with
the W.DM., and T have seen cases in which, presuma-
bly from personal feelings of friendship, the promotion
to Wardenships of brethren who have filled only the
lower offices or no office at all, above the heads of
deserving brethren who have fully discharged their
duties, has caused such dissatisfaction as to lead to
the secession of some of the best members of a lodge,
to cause unpleasant feelings to arise, and even fo im-
peril its existence. I quite approve of the amended
rule for the election of officers proposed by the
writer of the article at the close of the last paragraph
but one of his article, if only the words “ competeit
and” be inserted before “willing to take the chair.”
Especially do I consider that the Wardenships, as
necessary qualifications for the Masterships, should
be at the command of the lodge rather than of the
WL

Instances have occurred within my knowledge, in
which, owing to social position or popularity, a
brother has been placed in the chair of a lodge, who
has at the time had no knowledge of the ceremonies,
and of whom it was not expected that he would
acquire it. As a natural consequence, he has felt an
unwillingness to expose himself before the members,
and has therefore been very irregular in his attendance,
leaving the management of the lodge to chance. Such
a Master nvevertheless afterwards receives all the
honour arising from his past rank, however little he

merits it. It appears to me that some restrictions
are desirable to prevent any one from being installed
as W.M. who has not proved his competency to carry
out the rituals. In fact, I cannot understand how a
candidate for the ehair, who ig quite ignorant of the
ceremonies, can conscientiously on his installation
reply in the affirmative to the question as to hig
ability to undertake the management of the lodge.

There is still another matter connected with the
election of W.M. which requires to be more defi-
nitively laid down. At page 59, clause 2, of the
Book of Coustitutions, it is stated,— Bvery lodge
shall annually elect its Master and Treasurer by
ballot.” This is very indefinite. In many lodges a
list of those legally eligible for the chair is printed,
and eack members puts into the box a slip of paper
bearing the name of the brother for whom he votes.
As a result, I lately saw a W.DM. elected by only
seven votes oub of eighteen, not even a majority of
the whole. In other cases I have known brethren
rise to propose and second candidates selected from
the printed list, and the ballot talen only for those so
nominated. I prefer the latter course, in the absence
of any definite law, as most likely to ensure a good
majority, and to place the new W.M. at his easein
ruling the lodge. In my own case I have always
refused to accept any office (and I have six times
filled the highest in lodge and chapter) unless unani-
mously elected.

The last point the writer who has suggested this
letter touched upon was the re-election of a W.DM.
or other officer to the position he has occupied during
the previous year, which Is a manifest injustice to
aspiring brethren of lower rank, who feel that they are
competent to fulfil higher duties. A case has come
under my notice during the last week, in which the
Past Masters of a lodge endeavoured to establish as
a rule the retention of the first chair by each occu-
pant for two years. As a result, either the Wardens
must do the same, or at every biennial change of
Master, four Wardens become legally qualified, and
thus three out of the four lose all chance of ever ob-
taining the headship of a lodge, and the probability
is that they will throw up membership and give up
Masonry in disgust, or gain admission into another
lodge. This T bave known to be the effect of such
disappointments. In the particular ease alluded to,
the attempt, which had succeeded two years pre-
viously, was defeated by the votes of the subordinate
officers and members, which obtained a majority of
two for the B.W., a most worthy brother, in the
instruction and preparation of whom for the several
offices he has effectively filled, I had a large share.
Iam pleased to find that he was duly installed a few
days ago. Coucluding with thanks to the writer on
¢ Masonic Discipline,” for his eriticisms, T remain,

Yours fraternally,
PAL

Jan. 2, 1S69.

Tue annual ball of the Old Concord Lodge (No. 172) is
appointed to take plice on Wednesday, Febrnary 3rd, in the new
grand hall and suite of rooms at the Ireemasons’ Tavern. As
this ball is always numerously attended, it is requisite that early
application be made for tickets, which can be obtuined from
Bro, John Iimmens, Hon, Sec., or the Stewards.
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%% All communications to be addvessed to 19, Salisbury-street,
Strand, London, W.C.

MASONIC MEMS.

Tae USIVERSAL MasoNIic CALENDAR, DIARY, AND POCKET
Boor ror 1869.—This useful and comprehensive publication is
now issued. It can be obtained at the office of the Frrr-
48088’ MAGAZINE, 19, Salisbury-streeb, Strand, Loodon, or in
Glasgow, in addition to the regular agents.

Rovar Masoxtc IssTiTurroy For Bovs.—A Quarberly
General Court of the Governors and Subscribers of this Insti-
tution will be held at the Freemasons’ Hall, on Monday, the 18th
inst.

Rovar MasoNrc INSTITUTION FOR (RIS—A Quarterly
General Court of the Governors and Subscribers of this Institu-
tion, will be held at the Freemasons’ Hall, on Thursday, the 14th
inst., ab twelve precisely.

ToE Provincial meeting for the West Riding of Yorkshire
will be held at the Masonic Hall, Shefficld, on the 20th inst.
The Right Hon. the Barl de Grey and Ripon, M.W.P.G.0M., and
D.G.M. of England, will preside, and has intimated his inten-
tion of afterwards attending tho Grand Ball to be given on an
unusual scale of magnificence at the Cutlers’ Hall, The Barl
will be the guest of Bro. Sir John Brown, D.L., and the occa-
sion is looked forward to with great interest.

BRrRETOREN are reminded that the Lodge Music published a
few weeks ago, in several issues of the MaGaZINE, has been re-
published in a convenient form for Lodge use, price 2s, 6d.

Tre Supreme Grand Couneil of the 33° of the Ancient and

Accepted Rite for England, Wales, and British Colonies, pur-
pose visiting the following chapters, and holding a meeting of
the 30th chapter, or IKLH., as follows:—Talbot Chapter,
Sheffield, Thursday, the 21st January ; Palatine Chapter, Man-
chester, Friday, the 22nd Januavy ; Grand Chapter, K.H., Man-
chester, Friday, the 22nd January ; Liverpool Chaptey, Monday,
the 25th January ; Shakespeare Chapter, Warwick, cither 20th
or 26th January.

Sk James STEwART, Bart, Prov. G.M. Londonderry und
Donegal, has appointed Bro. Capt. William L. Scott, J.P.,
Willsboreugh, Loadonderry, to be D. Prov. G.M. vice Bro. Dr.
W. Browne.

Bro. Apaxs’ private subseription ball for the Craft and their
friends only, will take place on Wednssday, the 12th inst. We
have every reason to believe that the affair will be a decided
success.

Doaarre Looce oF IxsTrucerioy.—The fifteen sections will
be worked on the first Tuesday in February. The lodge meets
at the Palmerston Avms, Palmerston-street, Walworth.

METROPOLITAN,

Atniox Lopes (No. 9).—This excellent working lodge meb
at the Freemasous’ Tavern, Greas Queen-streos, on t:?m 8th
inst,, the W.M. Bro. S. Coste, in the chair. Lodee having
h.een opened, and the minutes read and conﬁl‘med: Bro. ];
Soloman, having been (uestioned as to his proficiency, was passed
2 F.C. This heing the night for installation that ceremony
was performed by Bro. 8. Vallentine, P.M., in so perfect and
impressive a wanner that may be equalled but eannot be sur-
Pbassed, and elicited great praise from all the brethren present,

The newly-installed Master then invested his officers as follows:

Bros. Buller, S.\WV.; Baylis, J.W.; Halbert, 5.D.: Young, J.D.;
Harvey, 1.G.; Moving, Treas.; Burtou, Sec; Stevens, Dir. of
Cers.; Willey, Steward; Smith, Tyler. The newly installed
Master, Bro. . Coste, then iuitiated Mr. Charles Fouchard in &
very excellent manuer. A sum of £1 Is. was subscribed to

the Masounice Lifeboat Mand. The brethren then adjourned to a
very sumptuous banquet, superintended by Bro. Gosden. On

ths removal of the cloth, the W.M. proposed the usual toasts
given on such occasions. The W.M. then proposed the health

of the visitors, who were Bros. Binckes, P.G.S., W.M. 60;
Hevsee, W.AL. 23; C. Solomon, 18S; Normau, P.M, 22 ; Hard-

ing, 8G; I. M. Levy, P.M. 188; Lonsdale, 382; 8. Webb, P.M. -
190; Radd, 61; Ayres, 95; Dodson, 53; Alexander, 749 5

Ricehenworhel, Qotterdam. DBro. Hersee in a very humorous
and happy manner returned thanks for the visitors. Bro.
Vallentine, P.M. proposed the health of the W.AL, and felf as-

sured he had proficiently performed his duties during the past
year, The \W.M. had shown his proficiency during the short
time he had been in the chair, both in the initiating, and at the

banguet table, and shown the brethren the excellent selection
they had made. The W.M. returned thanks in 2 very appro-

priate manner. The W.M. then proposed the Masonic charities,

coupling with it the names of Bros. Vallentine and Binckes.

Bro. Binckes reburned thanks in his usual eloquent manner in

advocating the cause of the Masonic Boy’s School. Bro. Baylis
then intimated his intention of becoming Steward for the

ensuing festival. Some very excellent singing from Bros.
Lemiere, Webb, Willing, P.M.; Vernon, H. M. Levy, C.

Solomon (who delightod the brethren with his delightfal
playing), and — Stevens. The brethren then separated in

peace and harmony.

Lopge or Prosprrity (No. 65).—This lodge held a regular
meeting on Christmas-cve, the 24th ult, but the attendance in
consequence of the elose approach of Christmas was nob very
numerous. The W.M., Bri. Goddard, however, opened lodge
with the assistance of one or two visiting brethren, and conferred
three degrees on three separate candidates, viz.—Bro, Huggett
passed as a Fellow Craft, Bro. Bowyer raised to the position of
M.M., and Mr. Pobts being initiated into the first degree of
the Order. These matters of business ended, the brethren
adjourned to a banquet which was followed by the usual loyal
and Muasonig toasts and speeches, some good singing being
added to the pleasures of the evening. We noticed among
the brethren, Bros. Bellerby, W.M. 1,227; Chivers, P.M.
65 ; Morton, 228.

Doxraric Lopee (No. 177)—The usual meeting of the
Domatic Lodge was held on Friday, the 10th ult., a6 Anderton’s
Hotel, Fleet-street, Bro. Thomas Pryor, W.M., presiding, sup-
ported by Bro, John Hervey, the Grand Secretavy (visitor), and
a large number of the Past Masters of the lodge, including
Bros. Carpenter, lmes, Smith, Stmpson, Thowmpsou, Brett,
Haydon, &e., and about fifty brethren. ‘I'his was installation
night, hat in consequence of the illness of Bro. Tanuer, the
W.AL eleet, the ceremony was not gone through, and in res-
pect to the other business it were better no meution should be
made of that, The lodge was eclosed in due form and the
brethren sat down to an excellent dinner,  After the first two
regular fousts hid been proposed and responded to, the W.M,
proposed the health of the Right Hon. Bro. the Earl de
Grey and Ripon, the Deputy G. Master, and the vest of the
Grand Officers, counled with the name of' Bro. Hervey, the
Grand Secretary. Bro. Hervey in responding alluded to the
Larl de Girey and Ripon, and said in him they had a brother
who was universally respected as a very worthy Mason, and had
filled his position with great satistaction to the Craft, and was
at the heek and eall of all things Masonic. 1le had consented
to take the chair at the next festival of the Boys’ School, and
tlere was every reason to believe there would not only be a
great gathering of Masons but of friends upon thab occasion.
The Kast and West Lancashive lodges had given the sum of
£500, and Bro. Stephen Blair has announced his intention of
giving 1,000 guineas on that occasion, which was a very good
example for them to follow, and he sincerely hoped the London
brothren would not allow themselves to be cast info the shade
by their country brethren. For himself he had been fourteen
years a G, Oflicer, but he hoped he should earn and retain their
good opinion. The toasts of the Tast Masters followed, for
which Bros. Carpenter and Hervey returned thanks. The
toasts of the visitors was responded to by Dro. Steer, of East
Moulsey,
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Lovce or Ixvrsrey (No, 18G).—The Lodxe of Industry,
No. 186, met on the 23nd ult., under the presidency of Bro.
Mann, the able Master. Amongst the Past Masters present
were Pros. Bartlett, Lake, Carpenter, Dunn, and Saunders.
Lo visibors were Bros. Berry, PO I44; Truman, Sincerity
Lodge; Jones, St. James Union; and Bedivrd, Robers Burns.
The business, which consisted of three raisings and one passing,
was most efliciently gone through. The lodge voted a seven
guinea jewel to Bro. Mann, the vetiving Master, for the very
able and successful manner in which he had conducted the
ceremonies and  proceedings of the lodge during his year of
office.  Bro. Thomas Samuel Mortlock, the S.1., was nnani-
mously elected W.M. for the ensuing year. The hrethren—
nnmbering 45—then sat down to an excellent banguet, provided
by Bro: C. Gosden, aud the usual routine of toasts followed, and
the cvening was spent in harmony and fraternal feeling.

Looer or Jorrs (No. 188).—This excellent and numerous
lodge met at the Albion Tavem, Aldersgate-street, on Monday,
the 4th inst,, Bro. Van Diepenheim in the chair. After the
minutes had been read, the business of the lodge was proceeded
w.th, which consisted of one initintion, one joining member, and
one raising, ‘This being the night for the installation of the
W.AL, the ceremony was performed by the LP.M., Bro. Van
Diopenlieim, in a very able and eftective manner. The WAL
then invested his officers as follows :—DBros. Davis, S.W. ; Feld-
man, 8,.W.; Spiegel, 8.D.; Neumark; J.D.; Bornstein, LG.;
B. W, Aaron, Treas.; Berkowitz, Chaplain; Hun$, Dir. of
Cers. ; Barnes; Faulkner, Stewurd; P. K. Van Noorden, Org.
'[he brethren then wenb from Iubour to refreshment, provided
by the Albjon Tavern Company, superintended by Bro. Jen-
mings. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and
responded to.  Bro. Ough retwrned thanks for the Grand
Oftficers of the Grand Lodge of Bugland in a very appropriate
manner.  Bro. Meyers returned thanks for the Bencvolent
Fuand of this lodge, and remarked he felt pleased to state the
Todge had given since the fand was established the snm of £600
to worthy members of this ledge.  The newly initiated brethren
liberally subseribed to the fund. Bro. the Rey. M. B. Levy
returned thanks for the visitors. The W.M. then, in proposing
the health of the LP.M., preesented him with a Past Master’s
ol jewel set with precious stones and P.)Ms square, given by
private subseription from the brethren of the lodge. Bro.
Van Diepenheim in a very neat and appropriate manner returned
thanks. The wusical arrangements were under the able
munagement of Bro. P. B. Van Noorden, who engaged the ser-
vices of Miss Berry Greening, who sang very charmingly, and
Bignor Rossi, also Bro. Van Noorden, who, by his har-
monious voice greatly contributed to the bharmony of the
evening.  The lodge was closed after spending a very delighful
evening.,  Visitors—Bros. Ough, 749, Assistant Grand Parsui-
vant of the G. Lodge of England; Iollingham, J.W. 77;
Bloomfield, 185; Thompson, 55; Rev. M. B. Levy, WAL
1,017 ; N. Harris, late 188; Berry, P.M. 144; Buvtlett, P.M.
186; Evans, 1,017; Biscoby, 1,185; Webb, 9; Pearce, 889;
Joseph Abrahams, 430, Brooklyn, N.Y.

INSTRUCTION.

Doxtarre Lopge orF Ixstrucrron (No. 177).—The weekly
mecting of this flourishing lodge took place ou Tuesday evening,
‘_t.he 20th ult; at the Palmerston Arms, Palmevstou-street,
Walworth, and was very well attended. Bro. Stevens occupied
the chair as W.)M., who performed the ceremony of initiation,
BE'O. Larlbam being the candidate ; after which, in acrordance
wish an arrangement made some time since, Bro, H. Thompson
read a paper, the title being “ What is Freemasonry 27 and
which will be fonnd on p. 24" Afcer the reading of this paper,
the fourth and ffth sections of the first lecture were worked by
the brethren, the questions by Bras. Stevens and Thomas. Bro.
Stevens, W.3L, said he bad a very pleasing duty to perform
which was to move that the thanks of the lodge be recorded on
the minutes to Bro. Thompson for the paper he had read to
them that evening, for it contained a great amonnt of instruction
conveyed in a pleasing form of the principles of Freemasonry.
3ro. Gluckstein seconded the motion which was put and earried
unanimously,  Bro. Thompson returned thunks, and said his
on'y object was to earry a resolution agreed to in the lodre some
time ago, and endeavour, if possible, to produce something that
might tend to relieve the monotony of the regular formula of
their proceedings. The fifteen sections will be worked in this
lodge of instruction on the first Tuesday in February.

MIDDLESEX.

Exririp Lopee (No. 1237).—This recently consecrated lodge
was held ou the 28th wlk., at the Court House Enfield. TLodge
was opened by the WAL, Bro. J. J. Wilson, who was ably sup-
ported by all the officers, with the exception of Bro. Hobbs,
the worthy Sceretary, whose absence we regret to say was
oceasion by a donestic calamity.  Mr. Cobb and Mr. John
Turner weve balloted for, and the result heing satistactory they
were severally initiated into the arcana of Freemasonry. Two
gentleman were proposed for thenext meeting, atter whichlodge
was closed. A lodge of instruction under the warrant of the
above lodge has been formed, and will meet in the regular lodge
room, We wish it cvery support, but of that theve is little
doubt, considoring there is nothing to compete with it for some
considerable distance.

PROVINCIAL,

DURHAAM.

HARTLEPOOL.—SE. Helea’s Lodge, (No. 531).—The brethren
of this lodge met at ths Masonic Hull, Regent Squaare, on Mon-
day, the 28th ult,, for the purpose of celebrating their annual
fostival of St. John, and likewise tor the installution of Bro.
Thomas Forbes, the W.M. elect, for the ensuing year. The
lodge having Dbeen opened in the usual manner by the W.AL
Bro. Emra Holmes. and the minutes of the previous meeting
read and confirmed, the W.M. cleet was theu formally presen-
ted by Bro. W. J. Sivewright, P.M., and the ceremony of in-
stallation performed in a most able and impressive manner by
Bro. James Groves, P.AL, P. Prov. S.G.D. The W.M. then
proceeded to appoint and invest bis officers as fullows:—Bros.
Emra Holmes, LP.M.; J. J. Armstrong, S.\V.; R. Ropuer, J.W.;

J. Lister, Treas,; A. Alexander, Sec.; C. Coulson, 8.D.; W.
Carter, J.D.; J. Leile, I.G.; G. Owens, Org.; J. Mowbray,

Tyler; J. Coverdale and I, Smith, Stewards, Besides the above
mentioned there were also present on the occason, Bros. L. M.
Hill, J. Hunter, acting Sec., R. Varlow, B. Roome, J. Marshall,
1. Lonergan, 1. Jessien, T. Procter and T. Swith,  Visiting
brethren: J. H. Manison, Williamson Lodge, (No. 94-4), Sun-
derland ; W. Beattie, St. John’s (No. 80), Sunderland ; F. Lisle,
Tees, (No. 749), Stockton ; J. B. Watt and W, Sadler, Harbour
of Refugo, (No. 764), West Hartlepoo! ; K. Holmes, St. Davids’s.
(No. 393), Berwick-upon-Tweed. The lodge was now closed
down to the first degree, when Dro, J. Marshall proposed Mr.
C. J. King as afit and proper person to become o member of St.
Helen’s, which was seconded by Bro. J. J. Armstrong, and the
lodge was then finully closed with solemn prayer. At four
o’clock the brethren adjourned to partake of the sumptuous
banquet provided by Bro. Riddle of the Kings’ Head Hotel,
where they were joined by two old and esteemod members, Bros,
Dr. Moore, P.M, and Dr. Inglis.  Afcer the removal of the
cloth, in addition to the usual loyal and Magonic tousts from the
chair, the following amongst others were also suitably proposed
and duly honoured. < The Installing Officer ”; “ Worshipful
Master,” Present: and ¢ Past Oflicers ”; ** Visiting Brethren 7
“Tyler” and “Host”? The evenings’ entertainment, which
was at intervals enlivened by cxecllent selections of both vocal
and instrumental music—Bros G, Owens and T. Brocter ahly
presiding at the pianoforte—was of a truly gratitying character,
and was concluded in love and harmony.

SOUTH WALES (EASTERN DIVISION).

Canpirr.—Bute Lodge, (No. 960).—The fostival of St. John
was celebrated in this flourishing lodge on Thursday, 31st ult,
Lodge was opened in due torm at four o’clock precigely by the
WAL Bro. Philip Bird, Prov. G. Reg.. who was us usual, sup-
ported by the whole of his officers and a crowded attendance
of members of the Bate Lodge, the only visitors being, Bros. E.
J. Blorris. V.W. Dep. Prov. (0L ; Samuel Nash, WM., and
Bros. R. Fisher, P, Glamorgan, No. 36, H. Groves, Prov. G.
Org., Mommouth. The minutes of tho last lodge having been
confirmed, a ballob was taken for Messrs, . Fothergill and W.
Yewis. Both gentlemen were duly accepted, and the former
being in attendance was regularly sdmitted and initiated in the
first or E.A. degree of Freemasonry in due form, and according
to ancient custom, The whole of the ceremony was performed
by Bro. T. B. Bell, TP, in his usual correct and impressiva

style. The lodze was then opened in the second degree when
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Bros. Martin, P.3M. and J. Willians, P,AL, presented J.3V. Bro.
W. Williang, W, M. elect, for the benetit of insballation. This
important and interesting ceremony was performed by Bro.
Bell, in a muanuver which elicited repeated applause from the
brethren, and which a long experience and very frequent witness
of the rite, enables us unhesitatingly to prounounce perfect. The
WAL having been proelaimed and saluted in the three degrees,
thanked the brethren for the honour conferred upon him, and
proceeded to apprint and invest his ofticers as follows: Bros,
P. Bird, P.AM.; I Ware, SAV.; J. Hurman, J.W.; W, H.
Martin, P.M. Treas; Rev. E. Jones, Chap.; A. W. Sargcaunt,
See.; W. D. Coleman, 5.D.; J. C. Shelper, J.1).; S. Weichert,
D.C.; W. Atkins, Org.; E. W. Vaughan, LG.; W. Davis, Tyler;
T. Haynes and . Rosser, Stewards. The various addresses were
fully and eflectively given by the installing Master, and at the
conclusion of the ceremony, the S, proposed, and the treasurer
seconded a cordinl votz of thanks to Bro. Bell, P.M.. for the
very eficient manuer in which be had performed his onercus
duties, vnd the same was orlered to be recorded upon the
minutes. Bro. J. Willians, .M. proposed and Bro. Bird, P.M.
seconded a similar vote t the V.V, Dep. Prov. G.M. for his
attendance and assistance on the oceason, in responding to which
Bro. Morris, to k opportunivy of paying a very handsome com-
pliment to Bro. Bell fhr the admirable style in which he had
performed the ceremony of installation, he (Bro. Morris) had
witnessed the same in London and elsewhere, but had never
seen it excelled if equalled. It amply repaid him for any little
trouble his attendance had given him, and he congratulated the
lodge on the possession of so able a brother. After the tran-
saction of some routine business, lodge wus closed at six o’clock,
and the brethren at once adjourued to the Cardiff Arms IHotel,
where a splendid banguet embracing all the delicacies of the
season, had been preparod by the widow of the late Bro. Lord,
After the cloth had been removed the usual loyal and Masonie
tonsts were given, the lutter with customary Masonic honours.
The toast of the V.W. Dep, Prov. G M. was ably responled to
by that mueh esteemed brother who again took the opportunity
of enlogising the lodge upou its excellent working,  The Gla-
morgan Lodge, Nu. 36, was worthily represented by Bro. S,
Nash, W.AL Prov, G.S.D., who expressed his regret that he was
not better supported by his ledge. Tue * Visitors” was re-
sponded to ina very happy manner by Bro. H. Groves, Prov.
Org. Monmouth, The P.JL’s by Bros. Bivd, Martin, Willians
and Bell, and the * Officers” by Rros. Ware, 3, W, and Hurman,
J.W. A most agreeable evening was spent, much enlivened by
the songs and recitations of Bros. Groves, Bell, Coleman, and
Davis, the former brother most efliciently presiding at the piano,
From the esteem in which the W.M. is held by the lodge, the
efficient manner in which he has ofticered Lis lodge, aud the
exbraordinary harmony which characterises it, we prophesy,
with little misgiving, a truly happy and prosperous a new
year.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH AND EAST).

STORESLEY.— Cleveland  Lodge, (No. 513).—The monthly
meeting of this lodge was held in the lodze room at the Golden
Lion Hotel, on Monday evening, the 28th ult., Bros. Richard
Watson, WAL ; George Markham Tweddell, B R.S.N. 4., SV,
J. . Handyside, PO, as JW. 5 Henry Faweett, B.4., S.D.;
George Tweddell, jun, J.D.; Willlam Weatherill as I.G, and
William Harrison, Tyler. The lodge being duly opened, the
secretary read the minutes of the previous meeting, which were
confirmed. Mr. White, of Danby, and the Rev. Spenser H.
Cubitt, of Stokesley. were then initiated as E.A., and Bro.
George Hodgson, of the Chaloner Lodge, Gisbre’, now u vesident
of Stokesley, was balloted for as a joining member, and nnani-
mously neeepted.  On the motion of the S.W.,, the sum of one
guinea was voted as sn annual subseription to the Aged Free-
masons” Charity. The S.W. having (25 on the former year)
declined accepting the high oflice of W.J., on nccont of his many
other duties, Bro. Steplien Hunter, P, was unanimously
chosen to preside in the seat of K.S. for the eusuing twelve
months. On the motion of the S.\V., the W.AL, W.AL elect,
aud seeretary, were appointed as a committee to arrange for the
fortheoming festival of the lodge.

_\‘[E'momrft’mw Free Hosrrran.—Tho aggregate numbor of
?3:@1011?5 rolieved during tho week ending Jan. 2nd was—2edical
7; Surgical 533 ; total 1,270, of which G07 wero now Cases.

SCOTLAND.

AYRSHIRE.

KiuwiINNING.—lother Lodge of Kiiwinning (No. 0).—The
largest Masonic gathering that has been held in Kilwioning
within the remembrance of the oldest Craftsman took place on
Monday last, on the oceasion of the Mother Lodge’s celebration
of its 727¢th anniversary.  The business meeting resulted in the
election of the following office bearers : —Bros. Colonel Mure, of
Caldwell, R.W .M, and as such P.GLAM. of Ayrshive; Hugh Conn
of Woodside, I>.M.; Neil Robson, Bourtreehill, DAL ; Patrick
Burns, of Auchenharvie, S.M. : Lindsay Mackersy, W.S., Edin-
burgh, Proxy Master (the Barl of Rosslyn and D. Murray Lyon
heing the Proxy Wardens); J. Robertson, S.3V.; W. Shanks of
Auchenmade, JAV. ; John Whinton, Trens. ; Robert Wylie, Sec. ;
Revs, Dr. Campbell, W, Lee Ker, J. Sime, and A. Inglis, Chaps.;
W. Watsou, S.D.; J. Crawiord, J.D.; J. Wylie, S.S.; T.
Donald:on, I.S.; J. Alian, LG.; R. Allison, 1. After the
election the committee, of which Bro. Provost Barr was con-
venor, submitted a report in regard to the proposal to enlarge
the present lodge room or to build a new Masonic Hall. The
report, which recommended the erection of a new Dbuilding, was
approved of; the committee was re-appointed, and Bro. Colonel
Muir was requested to confer with the Eul of Eglinton on the
subject of u new site, in lieu of that on which the present
Iodge-room stands, and which is held on a long lease granted
gratuitously in 1778 by the 11th Karl. The brethren then
wljourned to the Kglinton Arms Hotel, wherea most substantial
dinner was served up by Bro. Sudden. The P.G.M. presided.
Aboub sixty sat down to dinuer, and amongst those present
were, of the Prov. Grand officers, Bros. H. Conn ; Robt. Wylie;
John Steven, solicitor ; J. G. Halket, banker ; D. Murray Lyon ;
Rev. Alex. Inglis; J. Whinton; R. Armour, Mauchline. Of
Mother Kilwinning, the office bearers and Bros. Provest Barr,
Ardrossan ; Captain Nedl, of Swinrvidgemuir; Roger Mont-
gomerie, Aunick Lodge; Rev. W. Lee Ker; P. Barns, banker;
Dr. Andrew, &e.; and, of other lodges, Bro. James Mure,
advocate; Provest Brown, Irvine; Provost Barrowman, Cum-
nock; Wm. Lockhart, of Mayfield, Ardvossan; James Dickie,
Pro-Fiscal, Trvine; Wiliam M<Jaunet, jun., solicitor, Irvine;
J. Ewslie, writer, and Wm., M‘Jannet, Ardrossan; H. Reid,
Kilmarnock ; Snodgrass, Beith; W, D. Chambers and Archd.
Guthrie, Ayr; James Robertson, Ardrossan; John Mackay,
Kilmarnock ; D. Brown, Dalry, &e.  Dinner over, and after
short adjournment, the lodge was opened in the Eglinton Arms
Hall, for the reception of visitors and deputations from
daughter lodges. The lodges which assisted the Mother Lodge
on this occusion were—St. Johu Kilwinning, Kilmarnock,
No. 22; Navigation Troon, 86; St. Marnock, Kilmarnock, 109 ;
Kilwinning, Ayr, 121; St Andrew, Kilmarnoek, 126; St.,
Aundrew, Irvine, 149; St. John, Beith, 157 ; Thistle and Rosc,
Stevenston, 169; St. Mungs, Mauchline, 179; St. Clement,
Riccarton, 202; St Paul, Ayr, 204; St. Barnabas, Old Cum-
nock, 230; Blair, Dalry, 290; Royal Blues, Kilbirnie, 399 ;
Dabhmellington, Kilwinning, 433; and Neptune Kilwinning,
Ardvossan, 4142, Toe testivities of the evening were gracefully
presided over by DBro. Colonel Mure, who, in his opening
remurks, spoke at some length on the desirability of establishiug
a charitable fund in the province, which suggestion wus very
favourably received. The toust of the evening, “The Mother
Lodge, Kilwinning,” coupled with the gallant Colonel’s name,
wiats proposed in eloquemt terms by Bro, Mackay, the RAV.3LL of
St. John’s, Kilmarnock.  Colonel Mure made a thoroughly
Masonic reply.  “The Chaplains of Kilwinning ” was acknow-
ledged by Rev. L. Ker in a happy and instructive speecch,
showing what Freemasonry truly is.  Deputations were pro-
posed in one toast—each Master replying for his own lodge.
« The Visiting Brethren” wus replied to by Bro. Provost
Brown, of Irvine, in very suitable terms.  “The Youngest
Member of Mother Kilwinning™ was acknowledged by Bro, Roger
Montgomerie, in terms which received the warm encomiums of
the brethren. < The Memory of the late Dr. Gray ¥ was pro-
posed by the P.G. Chap., Bro. Inglis, of Kilmauvs, in a few
eloquent and touching remarks. Several other tousts were given
and many excelleat songs were sung.  The orchestra was
efficiently filled by the old Kilwinning Band; and altogether
the night was spent in a harmonious and enjoyable manner.

Berrit.—8¢. John's Lodge, (No. 157).—The brethren of this
lodge held their annual meeting for the election of office-
bearers in their own hall upon the evening of the 3rd ult. The
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following ure the names of office-bearers for the ensning year :—
W, H. Young, R.W.BL; W, Cochrane, P.AM.; R. Snodgrass,
S.W.; J. Jack, J.W.; J. AMiller, 8.D.; W, Guy, J.D.; J, Ken-
nedy, jun, LG.; W. Baxter, See.; 1. Thorburn, Treas.; W,
Hondry and W. Wilson, sen., Stewds.; J. Livingstone, Tyler,

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.
GRAND CONCLAVE.

The Grand Conclave was held on Friday, the 11th ult., 186S,
at the Huall, No. 14, Bedtord-row, at three o’clock. There were
present :—Sir Knts. William Stuart, G. Master; the Rev. J.
Huyshe, D.G. Master ; Colovel G, A. Vernon, Past D.G. Master,
and the following Provingial Grand Comwmanders:—Siv Waots,
C. J. Yigne, {Dorsetshive; H. C. Vernon, Worcestershire; (i
Trancis, Heetfordshire; Henrvy Mureay, China; Capt. N. G.
Philips, Suflolk; 8, Rawson, P.P.G.C, China. Deputy Prov.
Grand Commanders :—3ir Ilnts. W, H. Wright, Laneashire ;
T. Thompson, N. & E. Yorkshire; W. DBlenkin, Surrey;
William Swith, C. I, Kent; Rev. R, N, Sanderson, Suliolk; R.
Cope, Cheshire; M. H. Shuttleworth, G.V.C., Stafford and
Warwick.

Grand Officers,—Sir Kats. the Rt Hon. 1l of Limerick, G.
Prior; J. Tepper, I1st G. Capt.; Sir P. Colquhoun, G. Chan-
cellor; M. H. Shuttleworth, G.V. Chancellor; J. Lavender, G.
Reg.; C. Goolden, G. Treas.; W, F. Harvison, &. Chamber-
lain; Capt. Lamert, G. Dir. of Cers.; J. E. D. Jumeson, Assist.
@. Dir. of Cers.; I W, Mitchell, G. Provost; Rev., C. .
Spencer Stanhope, (&, Almouner ; G. Lambert, G.W. of Regalia;
C. Fendelow, 1st. G. Bxpert ; H. Thomas, Ist G. S, Beaver; J.
Woodcock, 2nd G. S. Bearer; Rev. A. Bruce Frazer, 3vd G.S.
Bearer ; Major Gensral Doherty, 1st G. Aide-de-camp; Rev.
Chavles J. Mactyn, 2nd G. Aide-de-Camp ; ¥, J. Cottle, 1st G,
Capt. of Lines; W. R. Mabey, 1st G. Herald; J. B. Ponlter,
2ud G. Herald; Wilhelin Ganz, G. Org.; Capt. J. G. Shanks,
G. Sword Rearer; W. Tinkler, G.M.’s Banuer Bearer, and
several Past Grand Oilicers and Commanders and Companions
of private encampments, in all about 100. There was also
present Sir Kut. Antheny Oneal Haye, of the Priory of the
Lothians.

The G. Master, having taken his seat upon the throne, opened
the Grand Conclave In ample form.

The G. Registrar called the muster roll.

The minutes of the last Grand Conelave were read and con-
firmed. ’

The G. Chancellor rcad the report of the Comumittee, as
follows :—

“The Committee of the Grand Conclave has the honour to
report, that the total number of Lucampments on the Roll has
not varied since May last, no new warrants having been issued,
and no Encampments having been withdrawu from the Roll, a
fact which demonstrates the wholesome state of the Order, and
thut zeal s not outstripped diseretion.

“The total number of its members is 2,302, being an increase
of 211 since the lust Report.

“ Your Committee considers an increase in  the members of
existing Bucampments, a far greater sign of prosperity than the
numerieal augmentation of Encampments, which is often a sign
of weakness.

“Your Committee congratulates the Order on the improve-
ment effected by the new system introduced into the management
of the Chaneery.

“The principle of imposing local responsibility, while it
tends 1o infuse new life wnd aetivity into the provinces, will
diminish the expense of managewent at Head Quarters, The
old system of ubsolute centralization has become embarrassing,
as well by reason of the vast aren over which the Order is
spread, as by its rapid numerieal inerense.

“The Certificate ordered to be prepared for the Commanders
of private Bncampments or Preceptories, is now ready for issue,
and can be obtained, on proper application, by those eutitled to
receive it.

“Your Committee regrets to record the decease of Sir Knt,
Burchell Hevne, one of the oldest and most avtentive members
of its body,

“The convention with the Sister Kingdom of Irelund lias heen
signed by the Plenipotentiary appointed for this purpose, and
will shortly come into operation.

«The Grand Treasurer reports, that the gross balance on the
General Account amouats to €187 10s. 4d., less £119 17s. Gd. to
the eredit of the Almoners’ fund.

«Pwo mobions for benevelences from this fund, in favour of
Sir Kuights H. and T., of respectively €20 aud €25, will
be formally moved, pursuant to notice regularly given.”

The report was received, adopted, and ordered to be euntered
on the minutes.

The Prov. (. C. for China, Sir Knt- Henry Murray, attended,
and did homage and was duly installed.

A Dbonevolenee of £20 was granted to Sir Knt. J. I, on
the motion of the Grand Treas, seconded by the Grand
Registrar.

A benevolence of £25 was also granted to Sir Xnt. T. on the
motion P.G.C. for Dorset, sceconded by the P.G.C. for Suffolk.

The Graud Almoner collected the alms, and the Grand Con-
clave was then closed in ample form.

After those Kuights who were uot members of the OQrder of
Malta had withdrawn, the hall was arranged and

A Priory of the Order of Malta, under the banner of the Mounf
Calvary Priory was opened by the Grand Prior of the Order,

ev. John Huyshe, Tho following officers were present :—

Sir Kots, the Hou. and Rev, C. W, Spencer Stanhope, Grand
Prelate ; Captain N, (& Phillips, Captain General; the Barl of
Limerick, Lieut-General; Rev. R. N. Sanderson, 1st Licut.;
R. Spencer, 2nd Licut.; Rev. J. I. Hardy, Marechal; K. W,
Mitehell, Hospitaller ; C. ¥. Roe, Baillie; C. Fendelow, Turco-
polier; Rev. A, B. Frazer, Treas.; R. J. Spiers, Chaneellor;
C. . Mitehell, Conservator ; A. B. Cook, Admiral ; G. Lambert,
Guard of the banner of B; R. Robiuthass, ditto of T..; J. Ward,
ditto of D.; W, K. Gumbleton, ditto of R.; Rev. C. J. Martyn,
A; M. H. Shuttleworth, G.V.C., Captain of Outposts; W. R.
Mabey aud J. R. Poulter, Heralds; W. Ganz, Org.; Captain
Lamert, G. Dir. of Cers.; J. E. D. Jumeson, Assist. G Dir, of
Cers.

The following Knights were then admitted into the Order of
Malta :—Kuights Heury Murray, Prov. G. Communder, China;
J. Astley and G. 8. Phillips, Holy Rood lncampment; W. R.
Mountcastle, P.G. 2nd Aide-de-Camp, Cheshire ; Samuel Jones,
Rougemount Bucampment ; L. Lindsay, Prov. Capt. Lines, Lan-
cashire; J. Humpson, Prov. G. Treas,, Cheshire; Thomas Hurst,
De Tabley Encampment; S, B. Webb, C. 1IN Henry, and N.
Roebuek, Mount Calvary Encampment ; (reorge Harrison, Prov.
G. Herald, Swrrey ; M. C. Meaby, Star of the West Eneamp-
ment ; R. Cope, D.P.Gt. Commander, Clieshire ; P. Davis, United
Eneampment ; Samuel White, Jaeques de Molay Encampment,
-Lancashire.

At the conclusion of the ceremony the Mount Culvary Priory
was closed.

A Graud Priory of the Order of Malta was thew opened by
the G, Master in ample form, aud the minutes of the last G.
Priory were read and confirmed,

The G. Chaucellor read tho report of the Committee, as
follows :—

“ Your Committee has to report that the Order of Malty has
inereased more rapidly in proportion than that of the Temple,
35 Priovies being now worked in connexion with Encamp-
ments.

“The totul number of Knights on the Roll wnounts to 673,
being an increase of 117 since May last,

“An error in the Rubric of the Ritual, which had led to some
canfusion, has heen altered by the Committee, and the oflice of
Eminent Connmander of the Temple and Prior will now ran pari
passe.”

The Report was received and adopted.

The Grand Priory was then closed in araple form.

The G. Master, supported by the Deputy G Master and his
principal Officers and other Knights presided at a banguet at the
Ireemasons” Tavern,

Obituary,

DEATH OF BRO. CAPTAIN ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER
SPELRS, PROY, G.M OF GLASGOW.

Profound sorrow and regret must have been felt throughout
the Masonic body in England and Scotland at the tidings of the
sudden demise of Bro. Captain Speirs, better known in England
as a Past Grand Warden, and in Scotland as the talented and
deeply respeeted Prov, G.M, of Glasgow. Atso early an age
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when life was but opeuning to him a carcer of distinguished
success and usefulness, we mourn the loss which has befallen
both the Craft and the country, and while in humble obedience
to the dictates of the Great I Am, we bhow to the stroke, we
have the lopo remaining that our brother is removed o another
and a better world.  We feel the utmost commiseration for his
young widow, & feeling whieh will be common to all who knew
fier amiable husband, and we trast that He who has promised
to be a Pather to the fatherless and a Husband to the widow
will, in His own good time and way, bring comfort to the
sorrowing heart, and prove a stay in this hour of her dark
tribulation,

It was known for the space of a fortnight previous to his
death, that our lamented brother had been labouring under
an attack of gastric fever ; but, considering his youth and the
eminent medical skill brought to bear upon bis case, the hope
was ardently eutertained that he would be enabled to cougquer
the disease. A vain lhope, and our brother suceunmbed to the
dread enemy at the early age of twenty-eight.

Archibald Alexauder Speirs was boru in 1840, and four yems
thercafter succeeded to the extensive fumily estates in Rentrew-
shire, upon the death of his father, Alexander Speirs, Fsq., of
Elderslie, & leading and consistent Whig, who was at once the
Lord Lieutenant and Member of Parliament for the County.
The lamented deceased was educated at ISton ; in 185 he entered
the army, and obtained in 1862 the rank of Captain in the Scots
Fusilier Guards, from which, however, in 1865 he vetived, on
being elected, by a large majority, representative of Renfrew-
shire in the liberal interest, after a keen contest with Sir Michael
Shaw Stewart, Bart., the conservative caudidate, former Mem-
ber of Parliament, and the Provincial Grand Master for Ren-
frewshire West.  In 1867, Captain Speirs married the
Honourable Anune DPleydel — Bouverie, eldest daughter of
Viscount Folkestone, and grand-daughter of the IHarl of
Radnor. In the event of no issue resulting from this marriage,
his only sister, married fo Lieut. Col. Clhwud Alexander, of
Ballochmyle, will succeed to the estates, the rental of which
amounts we understand, to fully £25,000 a year. BMrs. Alexan-
der has issue, one son, born in 1867. The dowager Mrs. Speirs,
who was a daughter of Thomas C. Hagart, Isq., of Bantaskine,
was married, it will be remembered, soon afier the auspicious
nuptials of her son, to Edward Fiice, Esq., M.P. for St.
Andrews.

Captain Speirs was a keen craftsman, and from the dute of
his initiation till the hour of bis death took a warm interest in
everything relating to Freemasonry. He was initiated in the
Prince of Wales Lodge, No. 259, on 24th May, passed 1st July,
and raised 29th July, 1864 He was Junior Grand Wardenand
Grand Assistant Sojourner of England for 1867-1868.

In 1868 he contested the chair of Provincial Grand Master-
ship of Renfrewshire East, against Lieut. Col, Avchibald Douglas
Campbell, of Blytheswood, but in which he was successful.  In
1867, however, upon the death of Sir Archibald Alison, be was
elected Provineial Grand Master of Glasgow, by an overwhelm-
ing mujority over Sheriff Sirathearn,

In appeavance Captain Speirs was distinguished by manly
beauty, while his mind did not belie his appearance. e had an
easy copious flow of oratory, and gave indications, had he heen
spared, of taking at a later period, a high position asa publie
speaker. His death will be & sad bluw to the Glasgow brethven,
who had cntire confidence in him, and looked forward to lis
assistance in certain matters of reform and improvement, at
present occupying their attention. We condole with them in
1:}153 ['loss which has befallen them in the death of their
chief.

REVIEWS,

PUBLICATIONS OF THE MASONIC PUBLISH-
ING COMPANY, 432, BROOME STREET, NEW
YORK.

CoxcLupiNG Parin.

. The Ancient and Accepted Rite is onc of the greatest

importance in all countries, and while Fessler’s may he

o;' & more philosophic character, we give it the preference.
here is a unity and a purpose, from the first to the

thirty-third, transparent to the merest tyro, and thesc

_ are abundantly shown in Bro. Charles T. M‘Clenachan’s
work upon the Rite. He has very properly omitted the

g

fivst three degrees, and the Chapter Degrees, commencing

with the fourth. Thus a brother with the three other
works previously reviewed in Nos. 494 and 495 of the
Mugazine, and the present one, obtalus a bird’s-eye view
of the whole Rite, can uuderstand the intentions of its
originators, and discover the goal to which its teachings
desive to lead the aspirant. We have scldom seen so
complete a vidimus of the Rite; and, while Bro. M*Clena-
chan has carefully avoided placing the esoteric doctrines
in the hands of the profane, he has given abundance of
extracts to aid the different office-bearers in fulfilling their
duaties.

The Ancient and Accepted Rite may be easily divided
into three great classes, upon the axiom thas Fyree-
masonry is a progressive science. The first three degrees
can easily be taken by all who believe in a Supreme
Being and the Immortality of the Soul. The fourth to
the eighteenth embrace all believers in the Jewish Dis-
pensation, the seventeenth ending it with the preaching
of John the Baptist, and the eighteenth commencing
what may be called —although such a term is sus-
ceptible of wvarious constructions, Abdel Kedar, and
many cminent Jews and Avabs having taken the
Rase Croix and other high degrees — the Christian,
Thus every brother— whatever his religions faith
may be—has some degree upon which he can meet
with other brethren holding different creeds. This con-
stitutes the utility and glory of Freemasonry, where
brethren can proceed so far hand in hand, and, as each
reaches the limit of his belief, he drops out in goodwill
and {riendship with his fellows who proceed beyond him.
Only such a society holding such prineiples as the
Freemason, conld bring under its banner brethren of so
conflicting chavacters, natures, and creeds, without
jarring and without enmity, bub uniting in deeds of
benevolence and of friendship.,

Many of the degrees above the third supplement the
Craft, and by their legends deepen the effect of the sub-
lime teachings of the three first, The Ancient and
Accepted Rite is composed of seven series, the first three
known as the symbolic degrees, are given in a symbolic
lodge. The fourth to the fourteenth degree compose the
second series, ave called the ineffable and arve conferred
in & perfection lodge. The third series, consisting of the
filteenth and sixteenth, are bistorical degrees, and are
conferred in a Council of Princes. The seventeenth, in
Scotland conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter, and
eighteenth form the fourth series, are philosophical
degrees, and are given in a Rose Croix Chapter.” The
fifoh series, consisting of the nineteentb to the twenty-
ninth, ave historical and philosophical degrees, and are
conferred in the Aveopagus. The sixth series, consist-
ing of the thirticth, thirty-first, and thirty-second, are
chivalric degrees, and are conferred in a Consistory;
while the thirty-third is an Official and Kxecutive
Couneil.

The history of this Rite, and the date of origin of the
various degrees, have been points of much dispute, some
supposing that Ramsay was the founder. We rather
suppose that Ramsay brought together certain degrees
in existence long previous to his birth, which he classified
and put iuto the present Rite, and which form its
originals. The same idea runs through the various
series, from the murder of the builder, through the Cru-
cifixion of Christ, to the martyrdom of Jacques de Molai.
In all the degrees the sense of sacrifice being necessary
to perfection is prominent, but Ramsay, a keen Jacobite,
may have sought to identily the slanghtered with King
Chavles I, the Jewish Captivity with the dethronement
of James IL and exile of his adherents. We know that
the Jacobites and the Royalist emigids in the French
Revolution after the guillotining of Louis XVI., both
had fanciful modes of commemorating the fates of their
monarchs. A tree torn up by the roots was a tavourite
symbol of the Jacobites, whose hopes of the Stewarts
returning to the throne were indicated by a stroug sap=
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ling growing out of the parent tree’s root. The same
custom prevailed among the adhevents of the First
Napoleon; and, while at Elba, drawings of a bunch of
lilies, in the outlines of which the portraits of the Em-
peror, Empress, and King of Rome are seen in profile,
were sent broadcast over France. In fact, as history
runs in one perpetual groove, it is not to be wondered at
that Ramsay seized the resemblance to further the
schemes which he had so deeply at heart, and to gain
adherents to the Stewart cause. We know from the
Books of the Canongate Kilwinning of Edinburgh that
in Scotland the Jacobites did employ Masonry in their
intrigues; and Murray of Broughton, the Secretary to
Prince Charles, and who in 1745 is suspected of having
betrayed the cause, wherever his name appears in the
minutes it is carcfully scored out and marked against it
the words “expunged by the unanimous voice of the
lodge.”

However, whether the Ritewas consolidated for political
or religious purposes or not, it has no connexion now with
intrigue against the State, and the names and rank of
the members is a snfficient guarantec for their loyalty
and goud disposifion. Moreover, the age of secret
societies exercising a political power is past, and in the
increasing strength of free institutions, even the grounds
for such political societies existing by the despotism of
Church and State will cease. But Masonry is founded
not on political, but intellectual and moral bases, having
for its aim the improvement of the mind, the reformation
of vice, and the encouragement of virtue; over all the
heaven adorning charity. Justice, however, holds the
scales, that .the erring may not be encouraged in this
wickedness, but by wholesome correction be brought
back to the paths from which he has strayed.

In addition to the historical and ritual notices of the
various grades, Bro. M‘Clenachan appends a series of
Regulations and Ceremonials. Among these is a Cere-
mony of Baptism in the Ancient and Accepted Rite,
which he states is frequently performed in Europe, but
has not been generally adopted in the United States.
We fear that he has been misinformed, as we ncver
heard of such a baptism in Burope. The ceremony is
performed in the Apprentice Degree, hut, although very
beautifal, we confess to clinging to the baptismal service
of the Church, ™The explanations, however, and acconnt
of the ceremony of the degree will be found instructive
and interesting. While we can see some justification in
holding a Lodge of Sorrow for a deceased brother, we
confess we cannot see the necessity for a Rite of Baptism
for one who is not a Mason, and who in the case of a girl
cannot become one.

Another point we never could see the use of, although
deemed of much importance in the Ladies Order of
Prance. This is at Refection calling a decanter a barrel ;
coffee, black powder; a napkin, a banner; a cup, a
cannon; beer, fulminating power; this, we should say,
would better apply to champagne. Such {rippery may
do very well for {rivolous minds who think such trifling
to be the essence of Masonry, but the Anglo Saxon’s
mind, like his stomach, requires the meat of man, not of
babes, facts not fancies, cternal truth, not ephemeral
fiction. However, itis not our province to condemn such
ideas. If they please a few, they cannot hurt the many,
and their simpleness will prevent their becoming dan-
gerous.

Having now briefly noticed these four valuable
works, precursors, we trust, of others of equal worth,
the reflective student would desire to form a library,
which would contain books by our leading anthors npon
the various subjects referred to in the degrees, so that
while actively eogaged in the duties of the lodge, he may
in the privacy of his home study the sublime truths
which raise man above his fellows, which purify his
nature and make him fitter for that after life when what
is dark and strange here will be revealed by the light of
cternal truth.

Traginents of a Journal saved from Shipwreck. By an
Orp Kexsmveroxiay., London: Tritbner & Co. 1868.

This interesting work, although the bave memoranda
of a journal, will well repay perusal. It possesses fea-
tures often wanting in more pretentious and costly
volumes. It claims to be neither more nor less than a
log-bool ; but two shipwrecks and a journey to and from
Australia, although not so uncommon in our day, yet are
not of constant occurrence ; and, even if the narrative in
itself was not exciting, the fact of its having been written
by the W.M. of Lodge No. 904, would recommend it to
our fraternal attention.

The journey was made by the voute starting from
Southampton and proceeding by Malta to Alexandria.
Our brother did not find his Desert passage agreeable,
ard the hest he has to say ol Aden is that it is “a den.”
Iis sketches of Australia are well drawn, and not with-
out humour. The stranding of the Nelson at Taranaki,
the treatment of the crew and passengers by the Maoris,
and the native manners, rise from grave to gay, and
sometimes sink from the comic to the tragic. The
Maori’s hammering in the lids of jam-pots, and then
squatting down in the saloon to discuss the contents
would form a good subject for a Punclh cartoon, with
others helping themselves to sardines, olives, cheese,
and beer, and wildly dancing the war-dance. One, so
dancing opposite a mirror, dashed it in pleces with his
tomahawk. The wrecked at first even feared for the
safety of their lives, but the ship given up to the natives,
they succeeded in freeing themselves and reaching New
Plymouth.

Our brother at (Falle took passage in the Colombo, but
ili-fortune still sailed with him, the unfortunate vessel being
wrecked on a coral veef off Minicoy Island and went to
pieces. His treatment here seems to have been o vast
improvement upon his former, and the Rajah of the
island bebaved with great kindness to all the unfortu-
nates, although the mosquitoes seemed to have been
lively company. However, a vessel avriving, cur brother
soon was once more homeward bouand, and, reaching
London, felt himself again a Briton.

We can recommend this interesting little work to our
readers, who we think will agree with us that, had our
brother not have had so modest an opinion of himself, he
might have produced a larger volume, which would not
have lost in comparison with many a pompous traveller’s
heavy tome.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION-STONE OF A NEW
FREEMASONS HALL IN DURHAM.

_ An imposing ceremony, and one which rarely occurs
In any town, of laying tlie foundation-stone of a new hall
for the Freemasons of Durham, was performed in this
city, on the 22nd ult. in the presence of a Iarge number of
ladies and gentlemen, for whose comfort and convenience
a large raised platform was specially improvised within
the building, and from which a good view could be
obtained of sthe interesting proceedings. The brethren
of the Marquis of Granby Lodge, No. 124, assembled at
the Freemasons’ Hall, Chapel Passage, Old Elvet, in this
city, ut two o’clock, in masonic crafs costume and white
kid gloves. After the elapse of an hour, during which
the patience of the outside company was sorely tried,
the members emerged from their lodge-room, and walked
1 the following order of procession up Old Elvet to the
stte of the new hall :—
Police.
Band of the Seccond, or North Durham Militia,
Tyler with Sword.

Brethren not Members of the Province, two and two.
Brethren of Lodges in the Prevince, according to
Seniority or Numbers, Juniors walking firse.
Rough Ashlar, borne by the Junior KA.
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Brethren of the Granby Lodge, two and two.
Architect with Plans.
Cornucopia  with  Corn.
Twer with Wine.
BEwer with oil.
Inner Guard with Mallet and Trowel.
Director of Ceremonies.
Junjor and Seniaor Dercons,
Secretary, with Constitutions on Cushion and Plate, with
Inscription.
Treasurer with Phial and Coins.
The Corinthian Light.
Junior Warden with the Plumb Rule.
The Doric Light.
Senior Warden with the Level.
The Perfect Ashlar by a Master Mason.
The Chaplain bearing the Sacred Law on a Cushion.
The Ionic Light.
Bro. W. A, Malcolm, W.M. Steward.
Officers of Provincial Grand Lodge
Past and Present, in Prt}){vincial ClotLing according to
ank.

On arriving at the site the procession halted and
divided to the right and left, thus forming an avenuc
through which the Worshipful Master {Bro. W. A.
Maleolm) passed, the officers and brethren following in
suceession from the rear, so that the order of the pro-
cession was inverted. The respective pariies then took
their allotted stations, the vessels containing corn, wine,
and oil being deposited on a pedestal placed for their ve-
ception. DBro. Lotinga, of North Shiclds (W.M. of the
Borough Lodge, Gateshead), then presented a silver trowel
to the W.3. This silver instrument, which was from the
establishment of Bro. Oswald, of this eity, bore the follow-
ing inscription :— This trowel was used by Bro. W. A.
Maleolm, W.M. of the Marquis of Granby Lodge No, 124,
in laying the Foundation-stone of the New Masonic Hall,
Old Elvet, Durham, 22ud December, 1868,  A.L. 5868.”
Whilst preparations were being made for properly ad-
Jjusting the large stone, Dr. Boyes’ beautiful anthem—
“I bave built Thee a house to dwell in”—ivas sung by
Mr. Price, Bro. J. Walker (Prov. Grand Organist), and
Bro. D. Lambert, of the Cathedral Choir. The following
sublime prayer was then offered by Bro. W. Brignall
PO, P. Prov. G.R. in the absence of the chaplain. )

“ Glorious Architect of the Universe, in whom we live
and move and have our being, without whom nothing is
strong, nothing is holy, vouchsafe Thine especial blessing
upon this our nndertaking. Prosper, O Lord, the work
of our hands upon us, and crown 1t with success as shall
tend to Thine honor and the welfare and happiness of
Thby people. Defend, we pray Thee, the craftsmen and
all others employed in the erection of this building from
peril and misfortune ; and from the foundation now laid
may there vise & superstructure, perfect in its parts, and
an honor to the builders. Bless the Queen and all the
Royal Family, and all that are putin anthority under her;
likewise pray we for the Worshipful the Mayor, and all
who have office in this borongh; may its inhabitants be
blessed with all the necessaries, conveniences, and com-
forts of this life; and finally, extend to us Thy fatherly
blessing and protection. Guide us, O thou great Jehovah,
through the fends and dangers of this life, and at last,
raise us to that grand lodge above, where Thou reignest
in everlasting joy and blessedness.”

So mote it be.

At its conclusion, Bro. Waller, who acted as Treasurer,
deposited in a cavity of the lower stone a phial, containing
a copy of the Durham Advertiser, Durham Clronicle,
Walker’s ¢ Durham Directory for 1868,” and a parchment
seroil, on which was written the following :—
. On the twenty-second day of 'Deuemf)er,
In the Thirty-second year of the reign of Her Most Gracious

jesty, Queen Victoria,
In the year of our Lord 1868, and of Masonry 5468,
The Founduation Stone of this Building,

The TFreemason’s Iall,
was laid by
William Alexander Maleolm,
W.AL of the Maryuis off Granby Lodge, No. 124,
Of the Ancient and Honouvrable Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons of Kngland,
Assisted by the Officers of his Lindge, as follows :

Bros. Christopher Rowlandson, S, ; T\ Savstield, J.W. ; Rev.
Francis Thompson, M.A,, P.Prov.G.C. Chap; James Raine,
Treas. ; William Carr. See.; Willimm Brignall, juy, 8.1, ; William
Sarsfield, J.D. ; Rubert Cooke, 1.6 ; George Greenwell, Stewnrds ;
George Bails, Prov. (- Steward; John Carter, Tyler.; and a
numerous assemblage of brethren of the lolge, and of the
Jodges in the provinees.

Avchitect—Bro, T . Ebdy, . Prov. Supt. of Works.

Names of contraciors, and the sums tor which the contracts
were let :—

Masonry, Thomas Punshon, £973; joiner and earpenter’s
work, Thomas Hutton, £310 ; slater’s work, Roger Rule, £40 4s.;
plasterer’s work, Roger Mole, £123 ; plumber and smith’s work,
Robert Robson Almoud, £135 ; painting and glazing, Bro. John
I\, Meggison £51 ; total £1,652 ds.

Also varvious coins of' the realn, and Messrs Andrews and
Cos Tabular Almanack for 1868. DBro. Goundry, the Acting
Seeretary, read aloud the following Inscription on a brass
plate :—

This, the Foundation-Stone
of the
City of Durbam Ireemasons’ Hall,
was la'd by
ro. WL AL Maleolm, \\"nfshipl'nl Master,
Assisted by the Officers and Brethren of the Marynis of Granby
Lindge, No. 1924,
On Tuesday, the 22ud December,
Inthe 32ad year of the rveign of Her Majesty Queen Vicboria,
AD. 186S. AL, 5.808.
W. Stoker, .M., P. Prov. S.(LW.,, Chaivman of the Building
Committee.

T. C. Ebdy, P. Prov G. Sapt. of Works, Architect.
Whilst the upper stone was slowly descending to its
destined place, the band played *“ Rule Britannia.” The
‘W.ML then proved the just position aud form of the stone
by the plumb, rule, level, and square, and then gave it
three knocks, declaring the stone dnly laid, and then
requested the architect (Bro. T. C. Ebdy), to proceed
with the building of the hall with all possible dispatch.
T'he Cornneopia containing corn was nexb handed to the
W.AL, and, in sirewing it over the stone, said, “I pour
this corn upon this stone asan emblem of plenty, and
may an all-bounteous heaven shower down his blessings
upon us, and may we have abundance and plenty in this
counntry.” In pouring the wine over the same stone, he
said, “ I pour this wine asan emblem of joy and gladness,
and may the blessings of Divine trush enlighteu our
minds, and may virtue flonvish as the wine.” And in
pouring the oil, he said, “I pour this oil as an emblem
of peace, and may peace and happiness, brotherly love
and affection prevail with us always.” The following
prayer was then offered by Bro. W. Briguall, P.M., P,
Prov. G.R-

Aswe have now laid the foundation-stone, may the
Gtrand Architect of the Universe, of his kind providence,
enable us to carry on and finish the work which we have
now begun; may he be a gnard to this place and the
city in general ; and may he preserve it from decay and
ruin to the latest posterity.

So mote it be.

And at its close he said it might be well to ask upon
that interesting occasion, for the information of those
brethren who had come from a distance, and for strangers,
why it was necessary thatthat lodge, which was then in
course of crection, should be buailt? Before he could
answer that question, it was necessary to take a retros-
pective glance at the past history of the Marquis of
Granby Lodge. Thatlodge, he might state, was brought
into existence about 105 years ago. At that time the
brethren had no place of their own in which to perform
their rights and ceremonies; hut about filsy years ago
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they deemed it necessary to build = hall of their, own
and they did so. That hall was the one they had just
left at thebottom of the street- The building answered
all purposes for a cousiderable time, and might have
served still longer, had it not been for the immense
increase and spread of Freemasonry. That increase so
far as it related to this city was due to the benign and
beneficent influence of their President and Worshipful
Prov. Grand Master, Bro. John Fawcett. He might say
that the spread of Masonry had not been confined to the
city of Durham alone, but 1t had increased throughout the
whole province. In consequence of the great increase
of Masons in this city, it had become absolutely necessary
to have a new building in which to perform their cere-
monies. The question was mooted some time ago amongst
the members of Marquis of Granby Lodge, as to whether
16 would be advisable to enlarge their old hall or to build
anew one. After earnest and mature consideration, it
was decided that the old building should be sold, and a
new one, with all the requisite arrangements, he cvected.
A site had now been chosen—an architect appointed—
and the plans drawn out.  OF course the next important
question was the funds. TFinding that the subscriptions
of the members would not be suflicient to carry out the
contemplated scheme, it was proposed to give a Masonic
ball in the city. That idea vas successfully carried out
in January, 1867. He certainly thonght it was the
bounden duty of the friends of the institution—and he
as one of the building committee considered it was his
duty—to publicly thank the nobility, geniry, and others,
who patronised the entertainment on that memorable
occasion. The result of that ball, he believed produced
something handsome to the building fund. Another
means of raising money was inangurated by the lady
friends of Freemasons, who solely took upon themselves
the labour aud task of carrying out to a successful issuc
a hazaar. He was happy to say that owing to the assiduons
attention and co-operation of one lady in particular—he
hoped she would forgive him if ho mentioned her name
—he alluded to Mrs. William Henderson, who occupied
on that occasion the office of Liady President—that great
undertaking was a decided pecuniary advantage to the
building fund. At the same time he might say that
thanks were also due to other ladies, who worked most
energetically and nobly for the cause. Having said thus
much about the funds, the speaker then referred to the
ceremony of the day—the laying of the corner stone, which
he hoped, was destined to remain in its position for
years to come; and he fervently trusted that future
Freemasons in Durham, for ages and ages to come, would
peacefully perform their rights, privileges, and ceremonies
within the walls of the hall which was about to be erected
for their special use. The Order of Frcemasons, he
contended, was most universal, because it extended to
every part of the known glohe. It was known amongst
and appreciated by the Indians, the Esquimaux, the
Arabs, and even the Turks, He did not mean to
exaggerate when heaverred that there were two millions
of people Freemasons; nor did he mean to treat the
matter lightly when he stated that the Order dated its
rise and progress from the building of the Temple by
King Solomon. Tlrough all these past ages, and amidst
the mutability of things, Freemasonry had heen handed
down, in its purc and simple state, to the present time.
Bro. Brignall then invoked the blessing of the Great
Architect of the Universe npon all who were engaged in
erecting the hall.

Bro. Brignall, jun, Senior Deacon, who discharged
the duties of Director of Ceremonies, then announced
that it was customary on these occasions to makea
collecition for the workmen engaged in the building of
the hall. Any sum the company chose to give wounld be
thankfully reccived and faithfully applied. A collection
was then made.

The procession was then re-formed, and returned to the
Preemasons’ Hall,

MASONIC LIFEBOAT FUND.

Further subscriptions received :—Bast Medina Liodge,
No. 675, Ryde, £2 2s; Carnarvon Lodge, No. 804, Havaut,
£2 2s.; Doric Lodge, No. 1,193, Wymondham, €1 1s. At
the last meeting of Prov. G. Lodge of Monmouthshire
£5 5s. was voted to the above fund.

MEETINGS OF THE LEARNED SOCIETIES.

Moxpay, January 11th.—Royal Geographical Society,
at 8¥ p.n, at Royal Institntion, Albemarle-street; Sir
R. J. Murchison, SBait, in the Chair. Papers to be read:
Journey in the Caucasus, and Assent of Kasbek and
Elbruz. By Douglas W. Freshfield.

Tuespay, January 12th.—Institution of Civil Enginecors
at 8.

WepxEspay, January 15th.—Geological Society of
London. at 8,

METROPOLITAN LODGE MBERTINGS, urc, FOR
THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 16w, 1869.

Moxpay, Jannary 11th.—Lodges: St. George's and
Cornerstone, 5, Freemasons’ Hall, Tortitude and Old
Cumberland, 12, Ship and Turtle Tavern, Leadenhall-
strect. St. Alban’s, 29, Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-street.
Royal Naval, 59, Freemasons’ Hall.  Confidence, 193,
Andcrtons’ Hotel, Fleet-strect. Peclcham, 879, Edinboro’
Castle, Peckham-rye.

Toespay, Janwary 12th.—Old TUnion, 46, Radley’s
Hotel, Bridge-street, Black{riars.  Burlington, 96, Albion
Tavern, Aldersgate-street.  Union, 166, London Tavern,
Bishopsgate-strect. St. James’s Union, 180, Freemasons’
Hall, Perey, 198, Ship and Turtle Tavern, Leadenhall-
streeb.  St. Michael’s, 211, Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-
street.  Wellington, 548, White Swan Tavern, Deptlord.
Dorie, 933, Anderton’s Hobel, Fleet-streeb.

Wepsespay, Jaunary 13th.—Com. R.ALB. Iust. at 3.
Royal York Lodge of Perseverance, 7, Freemasons’ Hall.
Enoch, 11, Freemasous’ Hall. Union Waterioo, 13,
Masonic Hall, William-street, Woolwich. Ilent, 15,
Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark. Vitruvian, 87, White
Hart Tavern, College-street, Lambeth. Justice, 147,
White Swan Tavern, Jigh-street, Deptford.

Tuurspay, January 14th—Quar. Gen. Court Female
School, at Frecmasons’ Hall, at 12. Royal Athelstan,
19, City Terminus Hotel, Cannon-street. Regularity,
91, Freemasony Hall. Triendship, 206, Ship and Turtle

Tavern, Leadenhall-street. Bank of England, 263,
Radley’s Hotel, DBridge-street, Blackfriars.  Polish
National, 534, Frcemasons’ Hall. Canonbury, 657,

Haxell’'s Hotel, West Strand.  Dalhousie, S60, Ander-
ton’s Hotel, Fleet-street. Capper, 1,076, Marine Hotel,
Vietoria Dock, West Ham. Chapters: Mount Liebanon,
73, Bridge House Hotel, Southwark., Hope, 206, Globe
Tavern, Royal Hill, Greenwich. Yarborough, 554, Green
Dragon Tavern, Stepney.

Furmay, January 15th.—Triendship, 6, Willis’s Rooms,
King-strect, St. James’s. Middlesex, 143, Albion Tavern,
Aldersgate-street.  Jordan, 201, Freemasons' Hall. New
Concord, 813, Rosemary Branch Tavern, Hoxton. Rose
of Denmark, 375, White Hart Tavern, Barnes. Chapter:
St. George’s, 5, Freomason’s Hall.

Satvrpay, January 16th.—Audit Com. Boy’s School.
Panmure, 715, George Hotel, Aldermanbury.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W. B. A. B. (Chester).—In any case there must be a ballot.
Constitutions.

(. W, L.—We have received your letber; hub inasmuch as you
have not complied with our rules, which require that the
writers of all letters, should enclose real name and address,
not necessarily for publieation, but as a guarantee of good
taith, If you comply witu this request, and will forward any
further information, we shall be lhappy to insert it, as the
subject is one in which we take a deep interest.

Sec



