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BY G. BLIZARD ABBOTT , P.M., P.Z., P.P.G.D. Herts.

t̂ XsMllR closing year of the 19th century will not be the
ite^^^^i 

least 

memorable in the 
annals 

of 
British 

Free-
t( (ttrN&imf niasonry* A goodly nuniber of lodges, chapters ,
flo| ||$/ II and other bodies have been constituted , and not a
fEss*""̂ -̂ ! fe u* of these have been organised in districts

hitherto unprovided with the requisite facilities for
the practice , of the Craft. Valuable , additions have been made
to our literature , through which not onl y are Masons themselves
enabled to become more familiar than in the past with
thc history, organisation , and objects of our Society, but as
these works are accessible to other than Masons , the public
generall y is in a better position to inform itself upon these and
other matters of interest. Above all , the Institutions which it
is the pride of Craftsmen to have founded , and to maintain
for providing hel p for aged ancl indi gent brethren and their
widows , and educating their children , have thriven apace, and
are doing still more efficient service . In short , wc have done
well within the limits of our own organisation , while in the
estimation of the bod y politic wc are more hi ghl y and more widel y
appreciated , even those who have most bitterl y opposed us
showing, by the increased bitterness of their antagonism , that
they realise we are , in spite of their hatred of us , and the
unscrupulous means they have adopted to injure us, more
influential  than ever we have been at any previous period of our
history . Be it our business now , in the course of the summary
that follows , to show how and by what princ i pal events during
lhe past 12 j nonths this increased prosperity has been brought
about.

Antl firstl y as regards

CRAFT MASONRY
we have said that many new lod ges have been formed , many of
them in localities hitherto unprovided wilh facilities for lhe
pursuit of Freemasonry. We do not attach undue importance
to the men; matter of numbers , but tlie following particulars will
show that in this respect thc year 1000 will compare favourabl y
with many of its predecessors. In 1S94 warrants were granted
for 46 lod ges, of which eight were placed in London , 21 in the
Provinces , and 17 Abroad ; in 1895, for 52 lod ges consisting of
13 in London , 24 in the Provinces , and 15 Abroad ; in 1896, for
44 lodges, namel y, 14 London , 14 Provincial , and 16 Abroad ; in
1897, for 51 lod ges, of which 10 are located in London , 22 in

j fveemasont^ in 1900,



the Provinces , and iq Abroad ; in 189S, for 50 lod ges , namel y,
18 in London , 23 in the Provinces , and nine Abroad ; while last
year , the n imber warranted was 58, London being strengthened
by 20, the Provinces by 19, and Districts and Stations Abroad
by 19 lod ges. During the 12 months ending the 30th November
there was a considerable decrease in tlie number , from 58 to 44,
the last lod ge contained in the Calendar for 1900 being the
Assheton-Egerton , No. 2793, while the latest on the paper of
Agenda for the 5th instant is the Sir Walter Ralei gh Lodge, No.
oRryr ,  T l.rp'mnnl Df t-hp <u * A i Inrlorpc . in have their nu.-i rters
" " " O / l  *" .' •-*[^ ««.- 
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in London , 17 in the Provinces , and 17 in Colonies or at Stations
Abroad. This places the total number of lodges on the roll at
2374, of which 497 meet in the London district , 1373 in the
Provinces , and 504 Abroad , but at no very distant date this last
figure will be substantiall y reduced , when the lodges, which
early in the year placed themselves under the banner of thc
Grand Lodge of West Australia are removed from the roll. As ,
however, we have accorded recognition to this newl y-formed
Grand Lodge, this removal from our register will be no loss to
Masonry, but only a removal from one sphere of Masonic use-
fulness to another. Still , the effect it will have on our registcr
will be that the net increase in the number of lod ges durin g
1900 will not carry as much beyond thc total at which they stood
last year. In any case, we have not far short of three times as
many lod ges under our banner as any other Grand Lodge.

Wc have said that nine additional lod ges have been
warranted in the London district , and of these L'Entente
Cordiale , No. 2796, was consecrated on the 30th January by Bro.
E. Letchworth , Grand Secretary, assisted by Bro. J. W.
Woodall , Past G. Treasurer , and other Grand Officers. In 1884
Lodge La France , No. 2060 , was constituted for the convenience
of French gentlemen desirous of enrolling themselves as
members of the English , the membershi p being restricted to
those who have fulfilled their military obli gations to their native
countrv. The duties of the lod ge are carried out in strict
accordance with the English ritual , but in the French language.
Tin's lod ge has greatly prospered, and with a view to affording
facilities for the numerous friends and visitors , irrespective of
nationalit y , who were thus debarred fro m j oining it , his Royal
Hi ghness the M.W.G. Master, was pleased to grant his warrant
for the formation of the "L'Entente Cordiale " Lodge, No.
2796 , as we have stated , on the 30th January, and of whicli Bro.
Captain Henri Mondehare , a P.M. of thc La France Lodge,
No. 20G0 , was installed the lirst W. Master. Jn June .the
Cap ital and Counties Lodge, No. 2809, was consecrated by the
Grand Secretarv, with Bro. E. IL Merriman as W. Master , while
on (he 91J1 Jul y 'the Kirb y Lodge, No. 2818 , so named after the
late Bro. Kirb y, the respected Preceptor of the Kirb y, ori ginall y
the Clarence Lod ge of Instruction , No. 263, and intended for

DRO. K I - W A K H  T.KTCHWOItTII , ( IRANI)  S K C R K T A R Y .

experts in our ceremonial work , was ushered into existence
under thc* ausp ices of Bro. Sir Forrest Fulton , Q.C , Recorder of
London , as its first W.M. On the 23rd of the same month was
inaugurated , for the special benefi t of .brethren engaged in tin -
profession of journalism , the St. Bride Lodge, No. 2817, the
first Master being an exp erienced Past Master of two lod ges
in the person of Bro. C. J . Drummond. Two other lod ges were
consecrated before th e month of July ended , namel y, the Horistic
Lodge , No. 2822 , with Bro. Thomas M. Wood as W.M., and the
Grove Park Kent Lod ge, No. 2824, with Bro . Edward Lc May as
W.M., the ceremonv being performed in the- former case* by the
Grand Secretarv , and in the lalleV, in the unavoidable absence
of that ollicer , bv Bro. Frank Richards on , P.G.D. On the Sth
Novemb er , I h<- ( i rand Secretary had the pleasure of inau gurat in g
the Devonian Lod ge , No . 2834, which , as its name imp lies , i.s
int ended for brethren who  are Devonians by birth or
Devonians resident in London , who  may be desirous of j oinin g
our Society . The brother who ori ginated the idea of starting

such a lod ge i.s Bro. J. Cockram Tavlor , honorary solicitor of the
Devonian Club , to whom has been assigned the post of Secretary,
but all the founders , to the number of 14, are Devonians , among
them being the Earl of Halsburv , Lord High Chancellor of
England , Past G.W., who was installed in the chair of Master ;
Lord (Thurston , P.M., P. Prov. G.W. Devonshire ; Bro. W.
Wellsman , C.C, Past A.G.D .C. Eng., the lirst S.W ; Bro. the
Rev. W. Whit tlev , Pasl G.D. Eng., 'lhe lirst J.W. ; Bro. George
Lambert , M.P., the  first S.D. ; Bro. the Rev. Harry'Hebb , Past
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G.D. Eng., Head Master of the Boys' School , Chap lain ; and
Bro. Dr. W. H. Cummings ,* Past G. Organist , Princi pal of the
Guildhall  School of Music , Organist. There was, as we may
imagine , a large attendance ot brethren , among whom were
many Grand Ollicers ; the ceremonies wen* carried out most
admirabl y, and we doubt nol lhat the. iod ge, which has started
under such bri l l iant  ausp ices , will have a long career of
prospentv.

Of the 17 new Provincial lod ges West Lancashire has live ,
thereb y increasing the number on her roll from 122 to 127,
Bucking hamshire , Cheshire , and Warwickshire gain two each ,
the numbers on their  respective registers being now 22 , 55, ancl
34. The remaining six are distributed among the six Provinces
of Cumberland and Westmoreland , Devonshire , Essex , North-
umberland , Suffolk , and Guernsey and Alderney. The five West
Lancashire lod ges comprise the Fleetwood Lod ge, No. 2814,
located at Walton ; th e  South port Temperance Lod ge, No. 2815,
which meets in boutliporl , and raises the number of lod ges in
that town lo eight ; the Widnes Lodge-, No. 2819, meeting in the
town fro m which il lakes its name ; the St. John 's Lod ge, No.
2825, which was consecrated at Black pool by Bro. Robert
Wy lie , P.G.D., D.P.G.M. , on the afitli September ,'and started on
its career under the ausp ices of Bro. John Wray as its first W,
Master ; and Ihe Sir Waller Ralei gh Lodge, No. 2S37, "'Inch

. will have ils quarters in Liverpool , the number of lod ges located
in lhat city being thus  augmented to 45. The Alston Lodge,
No. 2794, which meets al the (own of that name in the Province
of Cumberland and Westmoreland , was fortunate in being
consecrated on the 2nd November by Lord 1*1. Cavendish-
Bentinck , M. P., Prov. G Master , and with Bro. W. Brown for
its W. Master , will , we are encouraged to hope , make consider-
able headway during the most critical period of its career. The
two new Cheshire lod ges were both consecrated by Bro. Sir
Horatio Lloy d , P.G .D., 1) . Prov. G. Master , the ceremony being
performed in the case of the John Brunner Lod ge, No. 2799,
Over Winsford , on t in -  13 1I1 Januar y, when Bro. Sir John
Brunner , after whom lhe lod ge is named , was immediatel y
afterwards instal led W.M. ; and in tha t  of the Birkenhead
Lod ge, No . 282( 1, making  the seventh that  meets in the town , on
the 251!) August , the  l i rother  insta l led as ils first Master being
Bro. the Rev. R. Edwards O f t h e  two new Warwickshire Lodges,
the G. Secretary was invi ted to consecrate ; the* St. John 's Lodge,
No. 2S11 , Coventry, and Wwd the 9th October for the perform-
ance of the ceremony ; while the Seymour Lodge, No. 2S04,
which meets at Redditch , and bears (he name * of Lord Ernest
Seymour , its first W.M., was consecrated by the Dep. Prov. G.



Master , Bro. George Beech , Past G. Std. Hearer Eng. The
additions to the roll of tlu* Prov . G. Lod ge of Buckin g hamshire
are * the St. Mart in 's Lod ge, No. 2812 , and the Bowen Lodge,
No. 2816 , bearing (he respected name of Bro. John E.
Bowen , P.A.G.D.C , Dep. G.M. of the Province , and ap-
pointee! to meet at Chesham. Bv tlu* addit ion to its roll of the
Erkenwold Lodge*, No. 2808 , at Barking, the number
of lodges in Essex , tinder thc able and popular rule
of the Earl of Warwick , has been augmented to 45, while
Sir M. White Ridley , Bart., M.P.—who has recently been
raised to thc- peerage—has , by the formation of the Whitley
Lodge, No. 2821 , Whitley, 34 lod ges instead of 33 under his
charge. The Abiff Lodge , No. 2810 , meeting at Saxmundham ,
raises thc number of lod ges in Suffolk to 23, while in Devon-
shire , which in the absence on service in India of Lord North -
cote , Prov. G. Master , is so abl y administered by Bro. G. C.
Davie , P.G.D., Dep. P.G.M., has now on its register 60 lodges,
the Throe Pillars Lodge, No. 2806, having been consecrated by
Bro. Davie , at Cockinglon , on th-j Sth May, and started on its
career , whicli , we trust , will be a fortunate one , under the
guidance of Bro. the Rev. James Hammond , W.M. There
remains one other lod ge to specif y, and that was consecrated at
the Masonic Hal l , Guernsey, on the 9th May, the ceremony
being performed by the Prov. G. Master , Bro. J. Balfour-
Cockburn , who was afterwards placed in the chair as W.AL ,
and will , we doubt not , steer it safel y throu gh the dilficultics
which nearl y all new lod ges encounter at the outset. The name
and number of this lod ge are thc Balfour Cockburn , No. 2S05,
and the result is a gain of one to the Province of Guernsey and
Alderney, of which six , including No. 2S05, meet in Guernsey,
and the remaining one in Alderney . As regards the new lodges
Abroad , such remarks as app ear necessary will be found in the
concluding section of this Summary.

There has been no vexed question before the Craft for some
time past , and , consequentl y, the proceedin gs in Grand Lod ge
have been almost entirel y free from anythin g in the nature of
contention. At the March Communication a message was read
from the Prince of Wales , M.W G. Master , in which his Roval
Hi ghness drew attention to the very serious distress which had
been caused among the brethren in South Africa by the war then
being waged against the fo rces of the Transvaal and Orange
Free Stale , and suggested that a series of resolutions should be
adopted for the formation of a general Fund , to which all lodges
should be invited to contribute , with a view to alleviating that
distress. It should be mentioned that befo re this course was
taken , or rather while it was being considered what steps to this
end had better be taken , Bro. George Richards , District G.
Master of the l ransvaal , had appealed to the Craft through our
columns to assist h im in raising a Fund for relieving the distress of
brethren in bis District , with the result lhat subscri ptions , headed
In* a most generous contr ibut ion from Bro. Richards himself , and
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amounting to between /.350 and £400 was announced. When ,
however , our respe cted brother heard of the (irand Master 's
scheme for a Fund , which should be app lied to the relief of all
loyal brethren in South Africa , Bro. Richards at once intimated
liis intention of merg ing his particular Fund for the Transvaal
'a the General Fund proposed by his Royal Hi ghness for
Masonic Relief throu g hout the whole of South Africa. Hence ,
when the (j. Reg istrar exp lained what had taken place , and Bro.
Richards , so far as he was concerned , had endorsed the state-
ments of Grand Reg istrar , the series of r esolutions recommended
by tin; M.W.G. Master were adopted by Grand Lod ge with
readiness, and n grant of £ 1050 was voted amid loud cheers ,
the onl y difference of op inion to which open expression was
given being as to whether the sum was adequte for the purposes
intended. However , it was pointed out t ha t  if the sum raised

the M.W.G. Master having been re-elected and proclaimed , and
Bro. Harry Manfield unanimousl y elected Grand Treasurer for
the year 1900 , a motion was adopted allowing lodges which
might find it impossible to hold a regular meeting on the day

proved insufficient a further app lication could be made to Grand
Lod ge, and it was left to the Board of General Purposes , in con-
sultation with the Grand Masters of the several Districts in
South A frica , to see that the Fund was administered in accord-
ance with the needs of distressed brethren. His Royal Highness

fixed by their bye-laws to hold it, by dispensation previously
obtained , on a day not more than seven days before or after
such date, and that such day should be deemed "for all pur-
poses " the " regular day of meeting." A letter from Bro. Sir
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Albert Woods , G.D. of C, against members of Grand Lodge
app earing iu clothing other than that to which they were
entitled as English Masons , was also discussed favourab ly, after
which Grand Lod ge agreed to recognise the Grand Lodge of
Western Australia , which had recentl y been formed by an over-
whelming maj ority of the Eng lish lod ges in the Colony, on the
usual conditions , while it rejec ted an app lication for recognition
hy an irregular body*—of which no one seems to have any know-
ledge either as to whence it sprang or of what lodges it was
composed—sty ling itself the Grand Lodge of W. Australia. At
the Grand Festival , which was held on the 25U1 April , Earl
Amherst , AI.W. Pro G. Master , before the regular business was
entered upon , proposed , and Bro. George Richards, Dist. G.M.
Transvaal , Acting Dep . G. Master , seconded , a resolution ,
congratulating his Royal Hi ghness on bis providential escape
from assassination , and the motion having been carried by
acclamation , the Grand Master appointed and invested the
Grand Officers for the year , among them being Bros. Viscount
Temp letown (S.G.W. of Ireland) and Lord Gienesk as Senior
and Junior G. Wardens respect ively ;  Bros, the Rev. F. M.
Burton and Herbert W. Turner , Grand Chap lains ; and Bro.
E. Beaumont as Dep. G. Registrar. It was also announced
that , with a view to commemorating his 25 years' occupancy of
the G. Mastershi p, his Royal Hi ghness had been pleased to
confer " Past Rank on 25 brethren of distinction , prominent
among them being Bro. Alajor-G eneral Sir K. M. L. Rundle ,
commanding a division of the Army in South Africa , and Bro.
Major-General Sir F. R. Wingate , Sirdar of Fgypt , upon each
of whom was conferred the rank of Past Grand Wardens. The
Grand Festival was then held under lhe presidency of Earl
Amherst , AI. W. Pro G. Alaster. At the June meeting the usual
grant of ,£70 having been voted to provide fue.'l during the winter
months for the inmates of the Benevolent Institution at Croy don ,
a motion for altering the- hour of meeting from six to seven p.m.
was briell y discussed and adopted , and an appeal fro m a lod ge
in Burma against the rulin g of the Dist. G. Master having been
dismissed , the: proceedin gs terminated. In September , on the
prop osition of Bro. the ' Ri ght Hon. W. W. B. Beach , M.P.,
Prov. G. Master of Hamp shire and the Isle of Wight , who pre-
sided , a vote of condolence with the Prince of Wales , M.VV.G.
Master , on the death of his brother , H.R.H. the Duke of Saxe-
Coburg Gotha , K.G., was passed unanimousl y by the brethren
upstanding. It was agreed on the 'notion of Bro. G, W. Speth ,



P.A.G.D.C, that brethren attending Grand Lodge should be
furnished with pr inted cop ies of the minutes of any previous
Quarterl y Communication when due for confirmation. Grand
Lodge passed certain expend iture which had been incurred for
the fittings and furniture of their newl y-erected premises , and
which the Board of General Purpose's recommended. On the
advice of Grand Registrar the appeal of a Bro. Coxon—who had
been installed W.AL of a lod ge in Queensland , but who turned
out to be disqualified by reason of his not having served the
office of Warden for a year in any lod ge—against the ruling of
the* District G. Master of Queensland to the effect that thc pro-
ceedings at «uch installation meeting were null and void , was
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dismissed.. At thc meeting on the 5th instant a letter of ack-
nowled gment from the Prince ' of Wales 's private Secretarv, in
respect of the vote- of condoU-nce in September , was read. Then
followed the usual nominat ions , aj ip ointmenls , and elections ,
Bros. Horace Brooks Alarshall and Captai n John Barlow being
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nominated as candidates  lor the ollice of ( i r and  Treasurer during
the year 1901-2. It was also resolved lo sanction the offer of
certain members o f t h e  Premises 'Commit tee  and the Grand Secre-
tary to transfer the freeholil ol a e -erlain stable , siluate ' d in New-
Yard , between freehold premises belong ing to Grand Lodge,
which the}' had pur chased at a] public , am '.ion , to Grand Lodge
for the price (£ "] ( > ( •) they had givcn 'Jor] it .  The other business
hay ing been dealt wilh , the  proceedings terminated.

By far the most interestin g event of the year occurred in
May, ' when H.R.H. the Duke' of Connaug ht', AI.W. Past G.
Master , representin g H.R.H. the Prince of Wales , M.W.G.
Alaster , visited Bushev , in the counlv of Herts , lor the purpose
of laying the foundation-stones ( 1 )  of the new Boys ' School
buildings , and (2) of the chanel , which is being erected at the
cost of Bro. C E. Keyser , P.G.D., Treasurer of the Institution
but this is relerr ed to in its proper p lace' in the Section devoted
to " Our Insti tutions. " Pun thoug h the most interestin g and
important it is very far from being the onl y event that is worth y
of being included in this survev , and among the most prominent
will be found that which took place ' at Leeds on Wednesdav , the
1 Sth Jul y, when the Earl of Warw ick , Deputy G. Master of
England , in the presence of Bro . the Ri ght Hon. W. L. Jackson ,
M.P ., and his oflicers and the brethren of his Province of West
Yorkshire and manv visitors , laid the- corner-stone of the new
Alasonic Hall , which is being erecle-d in that city for the comfort
and convenience* of the Craft . A special meeting of the Prov.
G. Lodge was held on (he occasion , and on the: entrance of his
lordshi p, accompanied bv a number of Grand Lodge Officers, he
was saluted and presented wilh an address of welcome. Thc
brethren then marched in proce -ssion to the site of the ' new Hall ,
where the ceremonv was performed in accordance wilh ancient
custom. A ban quet followed at the Town Hall , under the presi-
dency of the Prov. G. Alaster , the - heartiest Yorkshire Masonic
welcome being exti 'iided to the  honoured guest of the day.
Several othe-r meetings have ' been held in different parts of the
country lor a similar  purpose , among them being one that
took place at Hornsea on the 17th J anuarv when Bro. AL' C.
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Peck , Past G. Std. Br . Eng., Prov. ( i .  Secretary North and East
Yorkshir e , dedicated the new* Hal l of (he Alexandra Lodge, No.
1511. Then- have also been dedicate d sundry new Halls in the

.Province of Devonshire, the nresidin** " ollicer h.ivino- been in e.-u-h
. ' 1 ^» .*-- 

case Bro. G. C Davie , P.G.D., the  Dep. Prov. G .M. Thus , on
the 14th Alarch , the  new Hall  of lhe Queen Victoria , No. 2755,
was dedicated al St. Bud eaux ; wh i l e  a similar  function took
place at Okehampt on on the  2 7 th  August , and vet another at
Ilfracombe in February ; w h i l e , on Ihc 30I I1 June , the liarl of
I r i l l i n n i  Pm\- ( i  M.- i^ l e r  ol \Yes1 1 :me.' i< l* i  re 1- i i / l  t l - / >  fi -u i iw l-il  \r.e\

stone of a new church at N orris Bank , Heaton Norris. We
allude elsewhere to the changes tha t  h ave- taken place , either bv
death or resi gnati on , among the  rulers of the Craft , but we must
not omit lo record the  meet ings at w h i c h  effect was given to
certain of these changes. 'I l i t is , on the 19II1 June , Lord
Henniker , who has been I ' rov. (1. Alaster  of Suffolk for mam*
years , and was appointed in Alarch , 181*9, to succeed the late
Bro. Sir J. S. Goldie Taubman as Prov. G. Alaster of the Isle of
Alan , was formall y installed in on\w in the latter capacity, the
ceremony being verv appropriatel y p erformed bv Bro. the Rev.
C J. Alartvn , Past G. Chap lain , who is his lordshi p's Deputy in
Suffolk. A gain , on Saturday , the 24th November , the vacancy
in (he: ranks of the  Prov. G. Masters caused by the resignation
ol" the Earl of Onslow , Prov. G , Alaster of Surrey, was filled by
the induction into th e -chair  of the  Province of Bro. Colonel John



Davis , A.D.C, the ceremony on this occasion being performed ,
and verv ably performi -d , bv Lord Onslow. Among the numerous
meetings of Prov. G. Lod ges which have been held , must
be mentioned in particular , that which took place in Bucking ham-
shire on the 18th Juiv , when Lord Wantage , V.C, G. Alaster of the
Province , held the annual meeting at his seat—Lockinge House—
aud having discharged his duties a.s Prov. G. Alaster , took upon
himself the role oi host , and entertained those present at the meet-
ing with his wonted hosp itali tv.  At tin - Cheshire meeting on the
Sth August , Earl Egerton of Tatton announced his approaching
resignation of ollice , and thoug h an attempt was there and then
made to induce him lo change his mind , he has held by his
ori ginal intention. At Pl ymouth , on the 28th of the same month ,
at the annual  gather ing of our Devonshire brethren , occasion
Was taken to present Bro. F. B. Westlake , Past Dep. G.D.C. of
England , who has rendered signal service to the Province , with
a testimonial , whie h , at his request , took the form of such a sub-
scription as would make him a Patro n of our three Charitable
Institutions. At Maryport , on the 14th September , Lord H.
Bentinck , AI.P. , Prov. G. Alaster of Cumberlan d and Westmore-
land , in taking the chair for the first time since his return from
the seat of war in South Africa , was welcomed with a most cordial
greeting ; while-at Durham , a few davs later , the Prov. G. Lodge

clothing of his rank was presented to Bro. B. F. Edyvean ,
P.A.G .D.C, in recognition of the invaluable  serv ices he had
rendered to the Province as Prov. G. Secretary. Il should also
be mentioned that 011 the lolh September the John Lane
Memorial Library , which had been pur chnscd In* the Jordan
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passed , in respectful silence- , a vote ol condolence wilh the
wielow and famil y oi l l ieir  late chief—Sir Hedw orth Williamson ,
Bart. At the meet ing of th e  Prov. G . Lod ge of Cornwall , at
Camborne , on the 23rd October , a gill of the Grand Lodge

Lodge, No. 1402 , 1 u r i 'uav , was unveiled by Bro . W. J. Hug han ,
P.G.D., his great fr iend and Alasonic collaborato r in Alasonic
literature. In the month  of J anuar y  a notable gatherin g of dis-
tinguished brethren look p lace under the banner of the Emp ire
Lodge, No. 210S—which was founded in 1885 for (he con-
venience ol b i e th rcn  hai l ing Irom or connected witl i our
Colonies—among (hose present being Bro . George Richards ,
Dist. G.AL of the Transvaal , and Bn>. Sir W. Peace , P.M. , the
Agent ( iein-ral of Natal .  On the iot h A pril th e  Masonic
members of the  Nat ional  Union of Teachers then assembled in
York were mosl hosp itabl y enler la ined bv the York Lod ge ,
No. 236; while , on the 5U1 Maivli , Bro. R. F. Gould , P.G.D.,
at the installation meet ing of ihe Fort i tude and Old Cumberland
Lodge , No . 12 , read one ol his mosl valuable  and lucid papers ,
in which he demonstrated that ih is  lod ge i.s in fact , if not in
number and position on tlie register , one of the '.' Four Old
Lodges " which founded lhe Grand Lod ge of Eng land in 17 17 ;

and by way of asserting ils claim to being No. 3 of said "Four
Old Lodges " which , in our opinion , Bro. Gould has succeeded
in establishing, the lodge determined on celebrating, with* all
possible ecla t, the foundation of the Grand Lodge of England on
St. John 's Day, or , rather, as that fell on a Sunday, on Monday,
the 25th June. The meeting proved a grand success, and; we
trust , in future years the anniversary ot the foundation of the
mother of all Grand Lodges will be commemorated "as success-
fully .

Among other notable events that remain to be chronicled are
the annual Festivalof the Emulation Lod geof Improvement , which
was held on the 2nd Alarch. The Earl of Warwick , Dep. G. Master ,
Prov. G. Alaster of Essex , had arranged to preside , but at the
last moment illness prevented his lordshi p from fulfilling tha
engagement , and his place was taken bv his respected Deputy
P.G.M. Essex , Bro. Col. Lockwood , AI.P., P.G.D. There was,
as is invariabl y the case al this meeting, a formidable muster of
the Craft , over 600 brethren , including a host of Grand Officers ,
being present. The Second Lecture was worked in the lodge in
a manner that could not be surpassed , and at the banquet which
followed , the Chairman ancl the rest of tbe speakers were loud
in their praises of the perfection of our " Emulation " working,
In October , a staled meeting of the Alfred Newton Lodge, No.
2686, was held by dispensation at the Alansion House , when , in
the presence ofa numerous gathering of Grand Officers and other
visitors, *LBro. H. K. Newton , W.M., the Lord Mayor 's son,
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initiated three candidates in a manner which won him many
encomiums. Later in the evening, when the lod ge was closed ,
the Lord Alayor , Bro. Alderman Sir Alfred Newton , Bart., P.G.D.,
after whom the lod ge was named and vvho presided as first W.M.,
entertained the' whole- of the: members and their visitors at
dinner in the Egyptian Hall. This occurred on Saturday, the
13th of the month , and on the Monday followin g, his lordshi p,
accompanied by the Lad y .Mayoress and the Sheriffs , visited in
stale the: Royal Alasonic Insti tution for Girls at Battersea Rise.
We may also nii 'iition the visit paid by the Earl of Onslow , Prov.
G. Alaster of Surrey, to the: Gatwick Lod ge, No. 2592 , Horley,
on the 23rd , and the installation of his lordshi p's son , Viscount
Cranio)' , as W.M oi the Wcyside Lodge, No. 1395, Woking, on
the 16th October , nor must we pass unnoti ced , the formal
unfurl in g of two lod ge' banners , of which one was presented to
the Norman Lodge, No. 1334, Durham , by Bro. VV. Gray, P.M.,
Treasurer , Prov. J .G.W. Durham , while the other was pre-
sented to the SaviJe Lodge', No. 123 1, Elland , by Bro. A. H. Law,
P.AL , and unfur led  by Bro. W. C. Lupton , J .G. Deacon of Eng-
land , on the 30II1 October. On the 271I1 June , a memorial to the
late Bro. W. A. Tinney , P.M , See re lary of the] Asaph Lodge,
No. 13 19, was unveiled in Brompton Ceine-tery, by Bro. C. R,
Powell. W.AL , while on the 4th Jul y ,  a tablet , which had been
placed by tin: Lodge, No. 1549, in the: Parish Church of Great
Stanmore , in commemoration of the virtues oi the late Bro.
Charles Veal , P.AL , Secretary , was unveiled by Bro. F. S.
Winkley, W.AL

Among tlu: numerous prcse -ntalions which have been made
during the year, eilln-r in reco gnition of services rendered to
the Craft or as tokens of the respect in which the recipients '



"were generally held , may be -noted  the  following, which arc
recorded in order of date. Thus , on live 28th January, Bro .
J. Percy Fitzgerald , P.AL , Secretary of the Logic Club , was the
recipient of a gift from the members , who were desirous of
showing their appreciation cf his efforts in behalf of the Club.
In February a similar comp liment , and for a like reason , was
paid to Bro. John T. Loader , P.AL , Secretary of the Rose
Lodge, No. 1622 , and also to Bro. J. E. Robeson , I.P.M. of thc
Lion and Lamb Lod ge, No. 192 , while the  brethre n oi Durham
gave proof of the deep respect and affection they entertain for
Bro. the Rev. Canon Tristram , D.D., P.G.C. of Eng land , Dep.
P.G.AI. in the Craft , the new G. Sup erintendent in Royal Arch
Masonry, and Prov. G.M.AI.  of Nor thumber land and Durham , by
presenting him and Airs. Tristram with sundry gil ls  in comme-

BRO. CAPT. J01IX BARLOW , J.P.

moraliori of their  golden wedding. On the 1 il l i  April Bro. Capt.
John Barlow , J .P., who is one of t he  candidates for the Grand
Treasurershi p for the ensuing year , had a special presentation
made to him on vacating the chair of W.AL of tlu* John Hervey
Lodge, No. 1260, while on the 22nd of the same month  Bro. J .
Weaver was presented witli his (irand Lodge and Grand Chapter
clothing on his appointment as G. Std. Br. of Grand Lodge and
A.G.D. of C. in Supreme Grand Chapter. In Alay, Bro. N.
Barbenson , P.AL , Prov. J .G.W'. of Guernsey and Alderney , pre-
sented a chair to the St. Anne 's Lod ge- , No. 598, Alderney, in
memory of his father , who was one of its founders and a Past
Mastet. In Sep tember , Bro. G . R. Langley had his services as Sec-
retary of the Bushey Park Lod ge', No. 2381, worthil y recognised ,
and on the 2nd October the Tivoli Lodge, No. 2150 , made Bro.
W. J. Alason a present of his c lothing on his app ointment  as
G. Std. Br. Other e ase s of a l ike-  character have already been
mentioned , and doubtless there - an* many others thai have
occurred , but they all hel p to point  the: same moral—that
signal services lo Alasonry in any of its brandies are rarely, if
ever , a l lowed to pass unrecognised , and with this somewhat (rite
remark we close our survey of " Craft Alasonry " during the
year.

ROYAL ARCH M AS ONR Y

It is a very nice question and one 1 hat wc should have some
difficulty in answering, whether the- Roval Arch has made any
progress during the year that is now rap idl y approaching its close,
There is no doubt that s trenuous e Torts have been made in
several quarters , and more especially in lhe Province - of West
Yorkshire , to arouse for it a greater amount  of interest among
Craft Alasons and encourage them to enter i ts  chapters , and it
\\'ould be the - height of rashness to assume that  these efforts  have-
been entirel y without success. ( ) n  the  other hand ,  as regards new
chapters—and the  quest ion of mere numer ica l  st ren gth  must be
taken foi " what it is worl ' i—there has been a mosl divided bi l l in g
off . In our summary of " Freemasonry in 1899," we vvere at the
pains of going somewhat in to  fi gures and gave t h e  number  ol
warrants granted year bv vear from I 8< J 4 inc lus ive .  In  that
year the number  issued was 22 , of which six were for the
London district , n ine  for the Provinces , and seven lor Abroad
In 1895, the total was 17 ,  of w h i c h  Lon don claimed two ,
the Provinces I r , and Abroad four. In 1896, on ly  16 were

granted , namely,  six for London , eigh t '  Provincial , and
two Abroad ; while, in 1897, there was a slight reduction
lo 15, London and the Provinces e-ach obtaining seven
warrants , and the odd one- being p laced Abroad. In 1898,
there was a further reduction , live warrants being
issued for chapters in the Provinces , and se:ven for
Abroad. Last year there was a substantial recovery ,
the number  granted being 18,. comprising four in London , eight
in the Provinces , and six A!)road ; but this year there has been a
return to the total of 1898 , namely , 12 , of which four are located
m London , five in the  Provinces , and three in Districts Abroad.
Moreover , the Phcenix Chapter , No. 914, Port Royal , Jamaica ,
which was struck from the roll last ye ar in consequence ol ils
failure to make- the necessary returns  to Grand Chap ter for a
long time , has resumed work , and been restored to its place, on
the register. These then are the fi gures for 1 900 , and we leav e
il to our readers to deride: for thenise-lves whether  thev indicate
a diminution of activity and interest in Roval Arch Alasonry or
whether , having regard to the - wry large- increase in the roll of
chapters that has take-n p lace ' since the beginn in g  of 1S75, they
may not be amp le to meet the present requirements.

The following are' the London Chapters for vvhich warrants
have been issued , nami - lv , the  Gui ldha l l  School ol Alusic
Chapter , No . 2454, with Comp. XV. 11. Cummings—the Princi pal
of the School—as lirst Al.E.Z. ; the Grafton , No. 2347, with
Comps. the Earl of Euston , Viscount Dungarvan , and Sir J. C.
Dimsdale , as Al.E.Z. , II. , and J. respectivel y;  thc: Cavendish
Chapier , No. 2620, with Comp . F. Lawrence as first Al.E.Z. ; and
the Eng ineer Chapter , No. 2599, with Comp . C Walker as
Al.E.Z. The five new Provincial Chap ters are the Salebeia
Chapter , attached to the St. Germain Lodge, No 566, Selby, in
'.he Province of North and East Yorkshire: ; the St. Michael' s,
attached to the Apollo Lodge, No. 305, Beccles , in Suffolk ;
the Wansfell , attached lo the Ambleside Lodge, No.
2749, in the Province of Cumberland and Westmore-
land ; the Granvil le , attached to the Lord Warden Lodge ,
No. 1016, Walmer , in Kent ; 'and the Clarendon , attached
to the Earl of Clarendon Lodgc/j^o. 1984, Watford , wilh Comp .
F. Sumner Knyvett , Prov. G!'H." as its first Al.E.Z., in Hertford-
shire . Of the three new chapters abroad , the Southern Cross,
No. 1315, Toowoomba , and the Cleveland , No. 2503, Townsville ,
are located in Queensland , and increase the number of chapters
on the roll of District Grand Chapier to ei ght , while thc Fort
Dufferin Chapter , attached io the Alandalay Lodge, No. 2219,
will meet in the cit y of Mandalay, and increase the roll to live ,
of which , however , we believe one is for the present in abeyance.
Sundry of these new chapters have already been consecrated,
and are doing well,

eo -tr.  VISCOC. VT l J l ' X C - A H V A X . !

The proceedings in (irand Chapter have - been neither more
nor less eventful  than usual. 111 February , the 1'heenix Chapter ,
No. 914, Jamaica , which , af ter  a dormancy of some vears, had ,
as we have before i^cnlioned , bern resuscitated before the
knowled ge reached it of ils removal Irom the Grand Chapter
roll , vvas restored to ils place. In .May, Past Rank was conferred
on a number  ol comp anions  w h o  hael  been s imilar l y honoured in
Craft Alasonr y , and recognition was accorded to the newlv-
formeei Grand Chap ter  ol New Zealand as the Supreme Royal
Arch authori ty in that Colony, with the  usual  proviso that  the
ri ghts and privile ge 's of private chapters thai elect to remain on
the roll ol Eng land are safeguarded , ami on the understanding
that our Grand Chapter  issues no l u r t h e i  wa r r an t s  111 the Colony.
In August , a vote of condolence was  passed with his Royal
Hi ghness the Grand First Pr inci pal on the  death of his brother ,
the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Golha , K. G . (the I h ike  uf Edinbur g h),
and was gracefull y acknowled ged at the November Convocation,



the only other noteworthy circumstance being the election of Comp.
H. A. Tobias, P.G. Std. Br., on the Committee of General Pur-
poses, vice Comp. George Graveley, deceased. Not many
changes have taken place. Two Grand Superintendents have
died during the year—Comps . the Earl of Radnor (Wiltshire),
and Sir Hedworth Williamson , Bart. (Durham) *—and Comp.
Canon Tristram , D.D., has been appointed to the last-named
vacancy, and was only prevented by illness from being installed
in office at the annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Chapter
on the rst instant.

What other events have occurred in this branch of Free-
masonry may soon be told. In February, a meeting of the Pro-
vincial Grand Chapter of Hertfordshire was held at Watford ,
at which Comp. F. Sumner Knyvett , Past G.S.B., was installed
Prov. G.H , and Comp. the Rev. 0. C. Cockrem appointed Prov.
G.S.E. At the annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Chapter
of West Yorkshire, at Bradford , on the 16th Alay, Comp.
Richard Wilson , Prov. G.H., who , in the unavoidable absence
of Comp. the Right Hon. VV. L. Jackson , M.P., presided as
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Grand Superintendent , emp hasised the: remarks of his chief at
the annual meeting of the previous year , by again most
earnestly impressing on those present tbe* imp ortance: of doing
all in their power to encourage Craft Alasons to take a deeper
interest in Royal Arch Masonry, expressing his belief tbat ,
though in West Yorkshire they vvere strong in the latter as com-
pared with many other Provinces , they ought not to rest content
until  at least one-half of the* Craft brethren had been exalted.
Oilier Provincia l Grand Chapters have also met , as usual , but ,
though the proceedings have been in the main satisfactory, there
is an' apath y about them which is greatl y to be: regretted , ancl
which , we trust , will al no distant date be overcome.

MARK MASONRY.
The present year has been one of well-ni gh unequalled

prosperity in this branch of our Alasonic system. Quite a
number of new lodges, both Mark and Royal Ark Mariner , have
been warranted , and an old T.L Lodge: of the former Degree ,
which had held aloof fro m the Mark organi sation , and , curiousl y
enoug h , was last year declare d irregu lar—owin g, no doubt , to
its introduction of the : worel " ( irand " into ils title—has been re-
constituted , and assigned a place on lhe reg ister according well
with the ri ghts and privileges it seems lo he fairl y entitled to claim.
There has also been a large- addition lei the number of registered

members , while , above all , in respect of the great event of the
year—the Festival of the Mark Benevolent Fund—there has
been established a record which it will be difficult to equal and
still more difficult to beat.

Including there-constituted Ashton District Time Immemorial
Lodge, there have been added 15 lodges to the roll of the Grand
Mark Lodge, of which one—th e Empress , No. 533—meets in
London , eight in the Provinces , and six Abroad. The Provincial
eight comprise the Rose Lod ge, No. 534, Camberwell , in the
Province of Surrey ; the Wythenshavve , No. 532, Northenden ,
and the Ashton District Lodge (T.L), Dukinfield , in the Pro-
vince of Cheshire ; the Bronte* Lodge, No. 535, Haworth , in
West Yorkshire ; the Philanthrop ic, No. 538, King's Lynn , in
East Anglia ; thc South Devon Union Lodge, No. 540, Ilfra-
combe, in Devonshire ; the Staffordshire Knot Lodge, No. 541,
Stafford, in the Province of Staffordshire ; and the Unity, No.
544, Liverpool , in thc Province of Lancashire. The following are
the new* Alark Lodges yVbroad , namel y, the Orient Lodge, No. 531,
Hovvrah , in thc District of Bengal , which was consecrated by
Bro. E. G. Sinclair , Past Dist. G.W , on the 17th February, with
that well-known zealous Mason , Bro. H. M. Rustomjee as the
first occupant of the chair of A. ; the Lodges of Friendshi p
and Union , Nos. 536 ancl 537, respectively, in the District of
North Africa ; the Bundabcrg Lodge, No. 539, in Queensland ;
lhe Davoren , No. 542 , Wellington , in the District of Madras ;
and the Bassein Lodge, No. 543, in that of Burma. Of the
above lodges the maj ority have entered upon their career with ,
we are glad to say, every prospect of success, the most
important of them all—the Ashton District Lodge—¦
having been consecrated and re-constituted by the Earl of
Euston , M.W. Pro G.M.M., at a Movable Grand Lodge held for
the purpose at the Board Schools, Dukinfield , on the 17th Febru-
ary, in thc presence of a very numerous .gathering ot brethren ,
amongst whom were some 20 Grand Officers, many of the
Prov. Grand Oflicers of Cheshire and other Provinces. Before
the ceremony commence d Bro. the Hon. Alan de Tatton
Egerton , AI.P., Prov . G.AL of Cheshire , re-obli gated 53 members
of the old lodge, and when Lord Euston had performed his duty,
Bro. C F. Alatier , G. Alark Secretary, installed Bro. Dr. T. D.
Foreman , who had previously had conferred upon him the rank of
Past G.O. of England in recognition of his.services in assisting to
bring about the union of the lodge with the Grand Lodge, in the
chair of A., the officers werc invested , ancl the customary banquet
followed. On the 17th Alarch Bro. C. L. Mason , Prov. G.M.M.
of West Yorkshire , consecrated the Bronte Lodge, No. 535,
Haworth. In September , the opportunity afforded by the annual
meeting of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Staffordshire was
taken io consecrate the Staffordshire Knot Lodge, No. 541,
Stafford , the ceremony being performed by Lord Euston , and
Bro. J . F. Pepp er—who has since been installed Prov. G.M.M.
in place of the late Bro. Cot. G. S. Tudor—installed as the (irst
W.M. It should also be mentioned that the old Fortescue Alark
Lodge* , No. 9, of South Molton , in the Province of Devon , which
had been in abeyance for 14 years , was resuscitated , with every
likelihood of success, on the 29II1 May , vvith Bro. the Rev. T.
Russell as VV.M. In addition , however , lo these Alark lodges,
there have been warranted seven Royal Ark Mariner Lodges, of
which (he Star i.s attached to the Mark Lodge oi thc same name,
No. 4 9, in London ; the Elnie:te , attached lo the Cop ley Mark
Lod ge, No. in , Leeds , ancl consecrated by Bro. C. L." Alason ,
Prov. G.M.M. , on the 21st March ; the Wilbraham , attached to
the Alark Loelge, No. 523, of the same name , at Widnes , in the
Province of Cheshire ; the United Service , attached lo Alark
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Lodge, No. 69, New Brompton , in Kent , and consecrated by
Visconnt Dungarvan, Prov. G.AI.AL , on the 7th November ; and
the Leopold, attached to No. 235, in the Province of Berks ancl
Oxon. The other two lod ges are located Abroad , namel y, thc
Courtenay Luck , attached lo the Mark Lodge No . 526 , in the
District o'f Queensland , and the Anti quity , No. <S2, at Bangalore - ,
in that of Aladra s. The number  of Alark cert i ficates issm-d
during the period under  observation is 154 8, raising the num be-r
of registered Alark Alaster Alasons lo 42 ,000 , while the Royal
Ark Mariner  cert i ficate's are 281. and the total number regis-
tered trom the beginn ing, 6337.

The proceedings in Grand Lodge have been of the usual
character , with the exemp tion of the Movable Grand Lodge, which
has already been mentioned , in connection with the Ashton Dis-
trict T.I Lod ge. In Alarch , liro. John Dimsdale , as the onl y
candidate nominated , was elccU-d (irand Treasurer feir the e-nsumg
vear. On the 27th A pril a Special Communica t ion  was held lor
the purpose of votin g an Address of Congratulation to his Hoyal
Hi ghness the AI.W.G.AI.AL on his providential  escape from
assassination , and a let ter  of thanks  from the Prince 's Secretary
was read at the'  regular Communica t ion  on the 5th June , when
the Grand Ollicers were app ointed and investe -d , and Alark
Alasonry held its annua l  Grand Festival. In September , a vote'
of condolence with his Royal Hi ghness the  M.W.G.AI.A L on the
death of his brother , the D u k e o f  Saxe-Ceihurg-Gotha , vvas passed,
while  subsequently Bro. C. V. Matier , ( i rand Secretary, on bchall
of the Board of Ste-vvards for (he Mark Be-ne voli'iit Fund Fes-
tival , at which (he - Pro (irand Alaster  had presided as Chairman ,
presented Lord Euston w i t h  an address of e ongralulalion in album
form on the record .succe ss then achie -ve -d. On thc 4th December
the vole of condolence lo lhe Grand Mark AlasteT, which was

l l l in . T I I K  I ' A K l .  H I '  K ' I ' STdX , JI . IV . I'ldt G . .M.

passed at l ln - previous mee- l in g ,  was ae-knowieel ged , t h e -  otlu -r
business, i n e l u e l i n g  the -  re -nominat ion  of the  Prince - e>l Wales as
Grand Master , and the  nominat ion ol Bro . l la r rv  Alanl ie - ld  lor the '
office ol Grand Treasurer. Nor should vie-  omit  to ment ion
among I lie lew changes lha t  have taken  place in lhe  p ersonnel ol
the Degree among ils chief di gni tar ies  was the invi ' s t i ture , • in
Ju n e , ol Bro. the  l i on .  A. de Tatton Egerton as Deputy G.AL , in
succession to V iscount Dungarvan , who is content with his ollice
of Prov. G.M.M. of Kent .  '

But be -vond all question the  greatest and most imp ortant  event
of the ve:ar has be -cn , as heretoloiv , t in -  celebration of the  annual
Fi'stival in behalf of the Mark l ie - n i vole ' i i t  Fund.  This vvas he ld
al Free -masons ' Tave -rn on VVVdnesdav , the  l l t h  Ju l y , unele - r  the
presidency oi lhe Earl of Euston , M.W. Pro G .A!., and a resolute
alte -mpt to be -at lhe -  rerorel having be-e-n de- tcrmined on , a strong
bodv ol Stewards , vvhich 11) 1 ima l l e y  musl e -re -d 302 ladie-s and bre th-
ren , wis lorme - d . 'w i t h  the  resul t  tha t  w h e n  the  even t fu l  dav arrivi ' d ,
the  C h a i r m a n  had t h e  pleasure ol hea r in g  Irom the-  Secretarv ol
the Board a gr .ind tota l  ol dona t ions  ami subscrip t ions a m o u n t i n g
to /, 5 1 13 bs. Towards raising ihis sum Lord Euston himself
l ovn p ih i| .1 lis t , of £ >) ] b 5s , while London contr ibuted £887 8s.,
auel t i n  P i o v i i u i ;¦- a .  m a n y  as *jd cmt ol *;4 ol which we-re t'e-pre- -
sented — vv i t h  Forei gn Stat ions , e^'c, / ,4 , 22< *j iSs., i tu htsive , ol
course , ol t h e  Chai rman 's l i s t .  The pr inc i pal i tems in the-  last-
named total w.-ri '  £6J J  IOS . from West Yorkshire ' /,J2o 5s. and

Stewards f u l l y recognised the greatness of the success liv present-
ing the Chairman with  an i l lum inated  address ol" thanks  for his
services , and all we- can say fur ther  is that  we trust  that  fu ture
Festivals will  be the nu-ans of raising if not as large- totals , at all
events , total s dial will help to maintain the Fund in its present
condition of efficiency .

£214 2s. from Lord Fusion 's Provinces of ( 1) Leicestershire and
Rutland and (2) Northants , Hunts , ancl Beds ; ancl £26 7 iSs.
from Derbyshire. There is no need to write at leng th about a
success which speaks for itself , and which , as we have alread y
said , there will  be great difficulty in beating. The Board of

CHIVALRIC AND HIGH GRADE MASONRY .

Of the several Rites , Degrees , and Orders , which are included
in this group, the most influential  is the Ancient and Accepted
Rite , of which the governing body is the Supreme Council , 33°.
The year has not been an eventful  one , but it has fully main-
tained its position both as regards members and financiall y.
One new Rose Croix Chapter has been added to the roll , that of
St. Augustine , No. 144, Chatham , vvhich has commenced its
career under the ausp ices of Bro. Commander  J. D. Davv t ree,
R.N., as its lirst AI.W.S. This raises the number on the roll to
144, of which , however , 26 are returned as not working . There
do not appear lo have been any changes among the members of
the Council , while the addition to the rolls of members of the 320,
3F and 30 are about as usual , and there has been a consider-
able accession of members of the iS 5. Anions the donations
made by the Council vvill be found £50 to the Century Fund in
behalf of thc Masonic Orp han Boys' School , Dublin ; 100
guineas to the Transvaal Refugees Fund ; and 100 guineas to the
" Daily  Telegrap h Fund " for 'Soldiers ' Widows and Orp hans ;
the total of tlie benefactions in 1900 being ̂ 281. In the Order ol
the Temp le the most imp ortant  event has been the annual
conference of delegates fram the Great Priories of England and
Ireland and the Chapter General of Scotland , which was held in
London ,r and timed to  meet as nearly as possible to the half-
yearl y meeting of our Great Priory in' Alay, when new oflicers
are app ointed , and there is necessaril y a stronger muster of
members of thc Temp lar bod y. We have also much pleasure
in recording that a new preceptor)*—the Bernard de Tremclay ,
No. 1 70—was consecrated at Walsall by the liarl of Euston ,
ALE. and Supreme Grand Alaster , on the 22nd February, and
lhat to j ud ge from the more numerous meetings of the Provincial
Priories which have been reported in our columns , there is
decidedl y an increase of energy and activity in the Order , which
bodes well for thc continuance of its prosp erity . On the 5th
Alarch , the Earl of Euston , AL 111. G. Soverei gn , presided at the:
annual meeting of the (irand Imp erial  Conclave of the Order of
Rome and the Red Cross of Constantine , when the Executive
reported very favourabl y, and declared there had been a stead y
increase dur in g  the previous year. In February , the Dungarvan
Council , No. 25, of the Royal and Select Alasters , vvas conse-
crated by Comp . C. F. Alatier , Grand Recorder , and Comp . the
Rev. C. E. L. Wri ght installed as T.LAI . in Alay , the annual
Grand Fes'.ival of the Order of the Secret Alonitor was held
under the presidency of the Earl of Warwick , G.S.R., but later
in the year , the Order had the misfortune to lose its founder ,
Bro. 1. Zacharie , Past G.S.R., ancl on the 22nd October , a
Ali ' inorial Service was held by the (irand Conclave as a f i t t i n g
tribute of respect to his memory . Other events of lesser im-
portance mi ght , perhaps , be recorded in this summary , but
generall y it may be taken for granted that the systems included
in this  brief account have fared , at least , as prosp erously as in
past .years.

OUR INSTITUTION S.

1 here arc but very lew of our readers who will nol agree '
wilh us that the year now drawing to a close has been , as
regards the fortunes of the Central Charities , one of the most
successful on record , excluding, of course , the years' 1888 and
1S98, when our Scholastic Ins t i tu t ions  celebrated their  respective
Centenaries , and i8ej2, when the Benevolent Inst i tu t ion  held its
Jubilee. Fewer still are there who will not readily allow thai
having regard to the circumstances of the year—the war thai has
been rag ing in South Africa , the increased taxation rendered
necessary in order to  meet the expenses of that war , and the heavv
calls that have been maele upon the  whole c o m m u n i t y— i t  would
not have been ve-ry surpr is in g had the fates been far les.-
prop itious , and the Fe '.stival Returns on a far le-ss abundan t  scale.
As a matter  ol fac t there is , so far as our memory serves us
hardl y a year in which the aggregate of the Donations and
Subscri pt ions at the anniversary gatherings in behalf of our
three Centra l  Char i t ies  has exceeded those of 1 900, Last year
the total raised for their  support amounted in round fi gures to
£50,000, a cap ital re turn  if onl y we bear in mind  that lhe Boys'



Centenary had been celebrated onl y 12 months previousl y, the
contributions to the Girls ' and Benevolent Inst i tut ions being-

very largely increased to upwards of £21 ,000 and £20 ,000

respectively, while tbe Boys' School, naturally enoug h , had lo
content itself with just a trifle over £9000. This year there has
been , in sp ite of the circumstances we have referred to, a sub-
stantial increase in respect of all three Charities , the Girls '
School lakiiiL' the lead with a total of Returns lo its 1 ra th
Festival amount ing  to upwards of £23,000, and the Benevolent
Institution being well up with not far short of £22 ,300, while
the Boys' School obtained support lo the extent of about
£I 6,CJOO, the sum announced by the Secretary al the F estival
being £16,874 '4s* 2t ** ^ crc ,-',cn Nvc 'UIVC ;L »l";i,u * total ol
more than £62,000 distributed among our Central Ins t i tu t ions , to
sav 110111111"' of the sums raised for the Alark Benevolent Fund
and Provincial Charitable Insti tut ions , and the subscriptions ,
now exceeding £10,000, lo the South African Masonic Relief
Fund , inaugurated by Graud Lodge on the: recommendation oi
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales , M.W.G. Alaster.

The Royal Alasonic Benevolent Ins t i tu t ion  was^as usual , lhe
lirst lo hold its Anniversary Festival , the day hxed for the
celebration being Tuesday*, the 27th February , while - the chah
was occup ied by the Ri ght Hon. Lord Addington , Prov. Grand
Master for Buckinghamshire. The Board of Stewards which
supported his lordshi p comprised 600 ladies and brethren , and
the amount they together raised , which was announced at
the Festival itself as £20 , 220 16s., was ul t imatel y increased
to £22 ,298 (js. Towards this grand total London , with 269
Stewards, contributed £ 12,773 ]9s- > while the Provinces , wilh
231 Stewards, were responsible for £9524 ios. The London
tola! included 30 lists , ranging irom £100 upwards , the hi ghest
of all being that of Bro. David Aloss, of the Friars Lodge,
No. 1349, for £583 10s., the next in order being those of Bro.
W. S. Bunting, Old Boys' Lodge, N o. 2500, for £273 ; Bro.
Benj. Stocker , High Cross Lodge, No . 754, for £264 12s. ;
Bro. Allred Cocks , Sincerity Lod ge, No. 174 , for £23 1
8s. 6d. ; Bro. Edwin George , Marquess of Ri pon Lod ge , No.
14 89, with £227 6s. 6d. ; ancl Bro. Robert ("large , New Concord
Lod ge, No. 613, with £204 15s. In the comp ilation of the:
Provincial total of £9524 ios., there were 32 of the 46 Provinces
ancl sundry Foreign Stations that assisted, l h e  highest contri-
buting Province was West Yorkshire , which raised £1800,
Bucking hamshire , which provided the Chairman , being returned
for £1495 ios., and Essex for £1381 is. 6d. Among the other
Provinces we note Hertfordshire , with £566 14s. ; Suffolk , with
£518 15s. ; and Sussex , with £409 ios. This result , which
could hardl y have been looked for after the sp lendid total of
1899, was something lo be especiall y grateful for , and the Com-
mittee of Alanagement lost no t ime in placing on record its
sincere thanks lo the Chairman and his Board of Stewards for
live success of their efforts in be-half of the Old Peop le 's Inst i tu-
tion , the thank.*? in the case of the Chairman taking the form of
an il lustrated Address on vel lum , in album form , which was
formall y presented by the Secretary, Bro. James Terry, to his
lordshi p at the annual meeting of the .Prov. Grand Lodge ol
Buckinghamshire. Nor was this all. The Committee , when it
found thai the Board of Stewards was more numerous than il
had ever been before except in the Jubilee year , wi thout  e v e n
wailing lo learn the result , determined to still  fur ther  augment
the number  of annu i t an t s  on the Funds  and having created live
additional Male annui t ie s  and three for Widows in 1899, reversed
the figures and added three Alale and live ' Widow annuit ies lo
the numbers on the ICslabli shnvent , thereby raising the former lo
2io ,and the latter lo 253. This act gave the utmost  satisfaction ,

and when the annual general meeting of Governors and
Subscribers was held on Friday , the 18th May , the Report of the
Committee, in whicb the im;rease was announced , met wilh a most
cordial recept ion and was adopted uciit con., and ordered to be
entered upon the minute s.  'I'he result of this will  be more apparent
il we ment ion that at the elections , which took place at the said
meeting,  20 instead of 17 men and 29 instead of 24 were
returned a.s successful , the number  of candidates being for the:
Alale Fund 46, and for the Widows' Fund 59. We must go back
very many years in order lo lind so large a proportion of the
app licants  elected upon the two Funds. There is very l i t t le
more lor us to  say. Lord Adding ton , j ust  before the Festival , and
his Board of Slevvarels later in the year , paid the customary visit
to the Inst i tut ion at. Croy don , ancl both his lordshi p and the latter
expressed their ent i re  satisfai 'liem vvith what they saw iu
evidence ot the care bestowed upon the annui tants  in residence
there and the health and happ iness thev seemed lo enj oy. The
New Ye-ar and Summer entertainments were also held as usual
and gave i n f i n i t e  pleasure lo the Old Peop le, while other enter-
tainments , organised by private individuals or by lod ges, were
given and helped lo make the lives of the inmates bri ghter.
Grand Lodge also voted the customary grant of £70 to provide
the residents wilh fuel during the winter , and the Supreme
Council , 33 , gave them its customary present of tea and tobacco.
In short , the Inst i tut ion has fared prosperously during the year,
and we trust lhat in the fu ture  it may be our privilege to write
as encourag ing ly both of the good vvork that is being done by
the Ins t i tu t ion and the generous support that is given to it by the
Craft in general.

'Fhe Royal Alasonic Institution for Girls next claims our
attention.  'Fhe work it has accomp lished has been of thc
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hi glii 'st character , while the generous support il has received
both Irom (he town and country loel ges has been commensurate
with its serv ices. Its 112th Anniversary Festival was held
under the presidency of tin - Ri ght Hon.  the Earl of D artmouth
cm Wednesday, the 16th Alay . A Board of Stewards composed
of 7O3 ladies and brethre n loyall y seconded his lordshi p 's advo-
cacy, and to such good purpose that  the Secretary had the
supreme satisfaction of a n n o u n c i n g  a tota l of Donations and
Subscri pt ions amount ing  lo £23,037 5s. Gd., or , in round fi gures ,
£2000 more - than the handsome total of the preceding year.
Towards this result London , with a contingent of 300 Stewards ,
contribule-d £ 10,458 7s. Gd., while the Provinces—37 of which ,
with a few Forei gn Stations , look pari in the celebration—wilh
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463 Stewards , supp lied the balance of £12,57 8 iSs. The
highest list included in the London total was that of Bro.
FI. J. Homer, W.M. of the City of Westminster Lodge, No. 1563,
who, with the assistance of upwards of 50 members , ladies , and
outside brethren , comp iled a Return of £791 2s., while Bro.
Daniel Mayer , S.G.D., W.M. of the Royal Warrant Holders
Lodge, fi gured for £525, Bro . A. C. Spaull , of thc FIousc Com-
mittee , for £210, ancl Bro. T. Fish Marson , of Friends-in-
Council Lod ge, No. 13S3, for £201 12s. Towards the Pro-
vincial total the chief contributor was the Chairman 's Province
of Staffordshire , vvhich surpassed all its eff orts , even those it
made in behalf of the Boys' Centenary , by subscribing the
sp lendid sum of £4034 ios. Among the Returns from other
Provinces we find Kent entered for £569 4s. ; Middlesex for
£1002 115s. 6d. : Monmouthshire for £500 ; Surrey for £666 2s. :
Worcestershire for £876 Ss. ; and West Yorkshire for £575.
Thc distribution of prizes look place , as usual , on the Monday
preceding the event we have just been recording, that is, on the
14th May, when the Countess of Dartmouth , who was accom-
panied by her husband , handed the awards to the prize winners
of the year , and , in doing so, offered a few words of graceful
congratulation to each , while Lord Dartmouth , in acknowled ging
tbe vote of thanks to her ladyshi p, spoke in terms of well-
deserved praise of the admirable manner in which thc Institu-
tion was conducted , ancl the benefits it was conferring on lhe
daughters of deceased and indigent Masons. Among the other
events of the year the elections in April ancl November stand
out most prominentl y. At thc Apri l election 17 girls were
elected from a list of 32 approved candidates , and in October
24 from a list of 23 candidates. The total number of children
before the electors al the two ballots was 51, of whom as many
as 41 were elected into the School , while one girl who was un-
successful in April had her name removed from the list nuclei
the law which Fixes the maximum limit of age at 11 years.
Thus , of all these 51 app licants , there now remain onl y nine
who are unprovided for except with the chances of winn ing
admission at some future ballot. As regards the work done: by
the Institution we have alread y spoken of it as being of the
hi ghest character , and that this is no mere assertio n on our part
is shown by the particulars set forth in the Report of the
General Committee , whicli accompanied the Statement of
Accounts and Balance-sheet for icSejg. Herein it is stated
that during the last 10 years (1881J-98) out of 259 girl s entered
for the Cambrid ge Local Examinations 242 passed , and vve may
add that of these 242 a considerable number were awarded
honours and distinctions in particular subjec ts. As regards
other examinations , we are told thai in 1899 32 girls
passed—some wilh distinction in various subjects—out of
40 entered for the College oi Preceptors " Certificate
Examination , and 14 out of 16 for the Junior Forms Examination.
In Music the School also distinguished itself , one girl being
awarded the Licentiate Di ploma of the Royal Academy of
Music , and one passed in the Advanced Grade ICxamination of
the Guildhall School of Music , while of the 19 who entered for the
Local School Examinations conducted by the Associated Board
of lhe Roval Academy and Royal Colli:gc of Music , all passed.
In the Science and Art Inanimations 43 certificates were granted ;
by the Royal Drawing Socie'ty 31 certificates ; in Pitman 's
Shorthand 20 certificates ; and in swimming,  three pri/.es, lour
silver medals , and 23 certificates. Since the issue ol the: fore-
going Report , the result of the Cambrid ge Local Examinations in
December , iNejy, has beeu made known , aud from this il appears
that of the 45 girls who entered 42 passed , namel y, two in the

Senior Division , of whom one was awarded Second Class
Honours ; 20 (out of 21) in the Junior Division—three with
Second Class and two with Third Class Honours , three distinc-
tions being also awarded ; and 20 (out of 22) in the Preliminary,
ol whom three took honour s , while five distinctions were
avvarded. One change has occurred in the ' Educational Staff ,
Miss Emily Bedgrave, who succeeded Miss Davis, having been
compelled by the breakdown of her health to resign the office of
Head Governess. Miss Red grave was educated in the School,
ancl on leaving was made a pup il-teacher , from which position
she rose to be at the head of the teaching staff. She has been
succeeded by Miss Y,. Hutchinson , who is also an ex-pupil, while
at the Quarterl y Court in Jul y she was, in recognition of her 31
years' services, awarded a pension o{ £100 per annum. It only
remains to add that the health of the children during the year
has been good ; that the Christmas and summer entertainments
to the girls who remained at School during the holidays were
given as usual ; and that Ex-Pup ils' Day on the 30th June was a
greater success than ever; while on Monday , the 15th October ,
the Instituti on was honoured with a State visit by the Right
Hon. the Lord Mayor (Bro. Sir A. Newton , Bart., P.G.D.), who
was accompanied by the Lady Mayoress and Bro. Alderman and
Sheriff W. V. Morgan , P.G. Treas., and his colleague in the
Shrievalty of London.

As regards the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, we
rejoice to say that the progress it has made during the year has
been in respect of the incidents that have marked its course a
mosl successful one. 'Fhe first stone of its new premises at
Bushey was laid under Royal ausp ices ; its distribution of prizes

Connaug ht vvas prevented at (he last moment by his military
ilulie 's from fulf i l l ing bis promise to preside as Chairman at the:
Festival , the Festival ilse -lf vvas very far from being unproductive.
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was a bri l l iant  gathering, and attended by the Festival Chair-
man of the: year wilh his daug hter , the Princess Alargaret of
Connaug ht , vvho , in the unavoidable absence of her mother , per-
formed the work of distribut ion ; whil e , thoug h the Duke ol

But the satisfaction vve derive from recordin g these facts is
materiall y lessened by the great loss which the Institution
experienced in the earl y days of Jul y by the death of Bro. Richar d
Five , P.G. Treas., Patron and Trustee , who , from the formation ol
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lhe Board of Management , in 1891, till his decease had held the
responsible post of Chairman. Previousl y he had taken an
active part in promoting the welfare , ancl proved himself a gen-
erous friend , of this , and indeed , of all our Central Charities.
But from the moment he became Chairman of the Boys ' School
Board , he redoubled his energy in its behalf . In whatever
he thought necessary or expedient in order to strengthen ancl
improve its administration ; in whatever was best calculated to
make the boys happ ier in their School life , and lit them morall y,
mentall y, and physica lly to confront the duties ancl responsibi-
lities that await them on leaving their Alma Muter , Bro. ICvc was
the central , directing, ancl controlling sp irit. From him , the
Board he presided over derived its chicfest energy ; to his wise
counsel it was indebted for its best ancl most serviceable
insp irations ; ancl by his death it has experienced a loss which
years alone will be able to repair. Moreover , he was as kind
and courteous in his bearing towards others , as he was wise in
counsel ancl lirm in the discharge of his duties. lie spared not
himse lf , when he considered his presence at the Board or at an
important function connected with the School was desirable , and
it is by no means unlikel y lhat as the Prov. Grand Master of
Hants and the Isle of Wight , who knew him well , remarked at
the annual meeting of his I' rov. Grand Lod ge, his death was due
as much to his excess of zeal as lo the sickness which laid him
low. By his will he has bequeathed a considerable sum to be
divided among our Institutions , ancl nothin g remains but for the
Boys' School Executive to inaugurate some kind of memorial in
the shape of a " Richard Eve " Scholarshi p, or Prize or Prizes ,
that shall serve to perp etuate his unequalled services to this
Institution. But to continue our record. On Saturday, the
1 2th May , the foundation stone of the new buildings at Bushey
was laid with full Alasonic ceremonial by the Duke of Connaught ,
K.G., M.W. Past Grand Master , acting on behalf of H .R.H. the
Prince o[ Wales , K.G., M.W.G.M., and President of the Institu-
tion. Mis Royal Highness was assisted by the Grand Oflicers ,
and welcomed by Bro. W. \V. B. Beach , M.P., one of the
Trustees of the Institution , there being present to witness the
interesting spectacle some 1500 peop le , amongst whom were a
numerous gathering of Hertfordshire and other brethren , with
many ladies , and the Earl of Clarendon , Lord Lieutenant , and
other notabilities of the county. When the stone was laid , a
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move was made lo the site eif the chapel , which is being erected
at the cost of Bro. C. E. Keyser, P.G.I ) ., P.P.G.W. 1 Jerl 'fordshire.
This second stone having also been laid , there was an adjou rn-
ment to tlie marquee , in which luncheon had been provided , and
here the Duke of Connaug ht , the ( irand Ollicers , the Lord
Lieutenant of Hert fordshire ' , and a number of ladies anil brethren
partook of refreshment under  the genial presidency of Bro.
Richard Eve , Chairman of the Hoard of .Management, toasts
appropriate to the * occasion bi ' ing proposed , inc lud in g  that of his
Koyal Hi ghness 's health , which was give:n from the Chair , ancl
" l h e  Royal Masonic Ins t i t u t ion  for Boys ," which the Duke of
Connau g ht , after acknowled ging his health , himself  proposed ,
¦ind which was responded to by Pro. (.'. IC. Ke-yser , P.G.I ) ., the
Treasurer of tin: In s t i t u t i on .  Tin: meeting , which had proved a
bri llia nt success , shortl y afterwards terminated , the arrangements
1 '"oil) beginning to end hav ing been carrie -el out most admirabl y,
while : lhe pre sence of the band of the Royal Artiller y and the
excellence of the programm e: they performed added greatl y to
tho pleasure: of those who attended. A fortni ght later the annual
•sporls were held in the play ing fields at Wood Green , and the
form exhibited b y the boys thai competed in the several

events showed that the physical training of the youngsters is
well looked after. On Friday, the ist June , the Duke of Con-
naught , with his daughter , the Princess Margaret , as the repre-
sentative of her mother, the Duchess of Connaught, visited the
School at Wood Green , and the Princess distributed the prizes
to thc successful pup ils of the year—the kindness of the Princess
in fulfillin g this most pleasant duty being cordiall y acknowled ged
by the authorities. On Tuesday, the ioth Jul y, the 102nd
Anniversary Festival was celebrated , but the Duke of
Connaught found it impossible, owing to tbe pressure of his
military duties , to preside and the place of his Royal Highness
was filled, and we need hardly add, most ably Iiiled by Earl
Amherst , M.W. Pro Grand Master , and Prov. G. Master of Kent.
The Board of Stewards was composed of 481 ladies and
brethren , ancl the Donations and Subscri ptions raised by their
efforts amounted in the aggregate to £16,834 >4 S- 6d. ; London ,
with 233 Stewards, contributing £8506 os. 6d. ; the Provinces ,
with 239 Stewards, £8136 16s. ; and Foreign Stations, with nine
Stewards , £191 17s. 8d. The highest list included in the
London Returns was that of the Richard Eve Lodge, No. 2772 ,
for which our late respected brother had acted as Steward, the
subscri ptions obtained by him amounting to £315. Bro. IT. K.
Newton , representing the Alfred Newton Lodge, No. 2686, was
entered for £305 5s. ; Bro. W. Oliver Smith ,' of the Telegrap h
Cable Lodge, No. 2470, for £225 15s. ; and Comp. W. H. Cole
supported by the whole body of the newly-consecrated Mizpah
Chapter , No. 167 1, for £215 5s. In the Provincial total , in the
comp ilation of which 38 Provinces took part , the Duke of
Connaug ht 's Province of Sussex held the place of honour with
the handsome contribution of £1395, West Yorkshire giving
,6500, Surrey £474 I2s., Essex £478 6s., Kent £442 Is., and
Hertfordshire ,£427 2s. Passing fro m the Festival results to
those of the Examinations , for which sundry of " Our Boys " are
entered , we lind the generous support which the School receives
is full y j ustified by the excellence of the training and instruction.
At lhe Cambridge Locals in December , 1899, 84 boys were
entered , of whom as many as 78 succeeded in obtaining
Certificates. In the Senior Division 15 passed out of 16, three
of them with second class honours , ancl one distinction was
awarded. In the Junior Division , 30 passed out of the 35
entered , two being placed in Honours (2nd class), and four in
Honours (3rd class), while in the Preliminary Examination all
the 33 boys that entered obtained Certificates , three distinctions
being also awarded. It is also worthy of record that the
School sent several exhibits to the Eng lish Education Exhibition ,
which H.R.H. the Prince of Wales opened at the Imperial
Institute on the 5th January, and that sundry of these were
deemed worth y to be reserved for sending to thc Paris Inter-
nationa! Exhibition in May . As for the progress that is being
made with the new buildings at Bushey, it is unnecessary for us
to say more than that the work is being carried forward as
rap idl y as circumstances will permit. In short , the Institution
has fared so well that our congratulations could not have been
heartier or more sincere had its " p il grim of love " accepted the
honour of kni ghthood and thereb y rendered still more brilliant
the " halo of glory " with whicli one of his admirers has encom-
passed him.

PROVINCIAL AND OTHER CHARI TABLE
ASSOCIATIONS.

In the preceding Section of our Review of Freemasonry
during the present year we have given the leading particulars of
the work done by and the support given to our Central Masonic
Institutions , the benefits of which arc open to approved candi-
dates from all parts of thc English Jurisdiction. But these are
far from representing the whole of the good that is done by our
lod ges ancl brethren in relievin g the wants of our poor member s
and their widows and orp han children. Nearl y every District
ab road has some kind of organisation supported by the volun-
tary contributions of lhe Craft , and specially intended lo aid
those and their families who have ; had the misfor tune to fall
upon evil day s, among those to which our attention is most fre-
ijuentl y called being the Associations maintaine d by our District
Grand Lod ges in India and in South Africa . At home there are:
many Provinces—-and the number has of late years been greatl y
augmented—vvhich have established Benevolent anil Educa -
tional Funds or Associations , the benefits of which are
restricted lo their own members and their families. In this
lick! of Masonie - useliilness West Lancashire with ils four Insti-
tutions , known , respectivel y, as the Educational , I lamer , All pass ,
and Victoria Institutions , uneloubli 'dl y takes the lead. The-se
Provincial Charities are lortunate: in possessing amongst the -in
a very large amount of invested cap ital , while the: services livew-
are rendering are of incalculable value in hel p ing those who
stand sorel y in need of hel p. East Lancashire , with ils Sysle-



malic Masonic Educational and Benevolent Institution , also
occup ies a foremost place amongst the Provinces which main-
lain these local Charities. It was lo the generous initiative of
the late Col. Le Gendre N. Starkie , Prov. G. Master , that the
Province is indebted for its foundation , and during all the years
that he ruled the Province he did all in his power to promote its
welfare , lie: presided at the one ancl onl y Festival lhat was
ever held in its behalf , when a sum of ^,4000 vvas subscribed lor
its maintenance , and but for the absence in South Africa of his
successor in office—Bro. the Lord Stanley, M.P.—a second
Festival would have been held in the summer , when it was
hoped thai such a sum mi ght have: been raised as would have
allowed the Governing Body of the Inst i tut ion , not onl y to in-
crease its funds , but also lo devote 1550 guineas out of the
proceeds to the purchase of a Perpetual Presentation to the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution as a memorial lo their  late
chief. But we understand the proje ct will be carried out when
the Prov. G. Alaster is once again in ICng land. Cheshire has
two such Institutions—an Educational , which has clone admir-
able service during the- 35 or more years it has been established ,
and a Benevolent Ins t i tu t ion , which ow es its foundation to Earl
Egerton , Past Prov. G.M. Wr esl Yorkshire started such an
Inst i tut ion a few years since , while Devonshire has lor a long
lime maintained in a state, of efficiency ils ICducalional and
Annui t y  Funds. Durham has for many years had an Educational
Fund , and a vear or two since founded ils "Hudson Bene-
volent Fund. " Other Institutions of a similar character
exist in Dorsetshire , Hampshire and the Isle of Wight ,
North and ICast Yorkshire , Warwickshire , and it may be
in other Provinces as well , and , what is mosl gratif y ing
is the I act of their being all most loyall y ancl generousl y sup-
ported without , as far , al all events , as our past experience goes,
lessening lhe amounts subscribed to the Central Charities. Three
of these: organisations held hi gh Festival during the year—the
triennial  F'cstival in aid of thc North and East Yorkshire ICduca-
lional Fund , at vvhich the Marquess of Zetland , Provincial Grand
Master , presided , producing a total of donations and subscri p-
tions amountin g to £1054. 'Fhe first FY-stival of the War-
wickshire Benevolent and Pup ils ' Aid Fund , which was held in
the grounds of Stonelei gh Abbey—the ' seat of the venerable -
Lord Leigh , Provincial ( irand Master— on the 3rd Jul }', produced!
the large' total of ^,'3155 ; and in Sepli'inbiT , al the: annual  Festi-
val , at Black pool , of the West Lancashire Al pass Insti tution , a
sum of / [1243 vvas subscribijd. In addition Io these , however , there
are a number of Charily Associations organised and mainta ined
by Provinces and other bodies for the purpose of affording
facilities t o brethren to become Life: Governors or Life Sub-
scribers of the Central Charities by gradual payment s.  To this
class belong the Associations in Cambrid geshire , Staffordshire—
which  did such excellent service at lhe lime of the Boys' Cen-
tenary , and in May , when the F.arl ol Dartmouth , Provincial
Grand Master , occup ied the chair at the Girls ' School Festival—•
Shropshire , North Wales , &c , while the A ssociations organised
from t ime to t ime by many of our Lod ges eif Instruct ion in
London do equall y effective work in their  several districts.
Were the materials available ' for showing in the aggie-gale what
these ' two classes of Masonic Charita ble: Associations have
accomp lished , vve have no doubt the amount would prove
considerable.

BOARD OF BEN EVOLENCE.

The following are the - number  ol cases relie-ved and the
amounts distribute-d aniomj * them month bv month by the: Board

A pril , 25 cases with £7 85 ; May, 37 cases with £1070 ; June , 2 \
cases with {,'570 ; Jul y, 13 cases with £\ to ; August , 17 cases
with /.420 ; September , 13 cases vvith £360 ; October , 38 cases
with .£1015 ; November , 26 cases with £"]2 o ; total for th, .
whole period 302 cases relieved with sums amounting in th t

which is charged vvith the administration of our Grand Lod<*\;
Fund  of Benevolence during the per iod from ist December ,
1899, to 30th November , igoo , namel y :  December , 1899, -,(,
cases relieved with £700 ; January , 1900, 20 cases with £525 ;
February , 2i cases vvith £830; March , 38 cases with £113*- ;

aggregate to £8540. Comparing these with the fi gures
for the corre 'sponding period of 1898-9, when 2S5 cases were;
relieved with £77 60, vve l ind lhat there has been an increase ol
17 in the number of cases and of £780 in the total dis-
tributed. Dur in g the corre sponding 12 months of 1897-8 ther e-
were 355 cases relieved with £9470 *, in 1896-7 there were 33^ '
cases relievi 'd with .£9000 ; ancl in 1895-6, 352 cases reliev ed j
with £8532. 'Fhe Returns (or these live years serve to convey 1
an excellent idea of the work entrusted to the Board. Thea- j
can be little doubt that the petitions which are brought bef ore- j
it are carefull y looked into , and each of them dealt with j
according to its merits. Al the same time, while it is
generall y allowed tha t the Board is economical in dispensin g
the funds  at its disposal , il is equall y recognised that economy
is no( the sole consideration which weighs wilh it , and th at
where the claims of the petitioners show them to be worth y o!
substantial hel p, such hel p is ungrud ging ly rendered. Our
monthl y reports of the Board' s doings make this very clear.

M ASONIC LITERATURE.

The contributions to our literature during the year have not i
been many in number , but of their merits it is well ni gh im-
possible lo speak too highly. Bro. Dr. W.J . Chetwode Crawley ,
Past G. Deacon of Irel and , has al length comp leted thc task In-
set himself some five or six years ago of throwing such addi-
tional lig ht as was possible upon the earl y history of Free-
masonry in the jurisdiction of which he is a distinguished
member by publishing the third and concludin g Fasciculus ol
his " Caanentaria Hibernica. " Hitherto the story of the rise
and development of Masonry in Ireland has been a most obscure
one , thc leading idea being that Lord Kingston having presided
as Grand Master over the Grand Lodge of England crossed over ;
lo Ireland shortl y after his vacation of that ollice , and out of
such materials as he found to his hand organised the Grand
Loel ge of Ireland , and was himself installed as its lirst Grand
Master , the date ordinaril y assigned to these events being llii '
year 1 730. But Bro. Crawley, by his indefati gable researches ,
has been able lo show that there was a Grand Lodge of Ireland
alread y established in Dublin in 1725, and what is of s' ill
greater importance , that the existence of Freemasonry \va.- a
matter of common knowled ge—at all events among 1 iu*
graduates and undergraduates of Trinity College , Dublin— as
far back as 16S8. 'Thus the whole face of earl y Irish ?dase .:ii* *
development has been altered , and if Bro. Crawley has a nrnd
lo prosecute his labours stil l  further , we may reasonabl y h> :>¦ *
that  he vvill be successfu l in disp elling more of the obscurity in
whicli the establishment of the Craft in Ireland has been envelop d-
In our review ol the Third Fasciculus shortl y after ils publi ¦ a-
liem a few months since , we drew attention lo ils princi pal
contents , among which let il suffice if we mention here m*
reproduction of Spratt 's Constitutions of 175 1 , and a list of :'¦¦

Grand Oflicers of the Grand Lod ge of Ireland from 172 5 10 10 0.
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this being the first attempt made to comp ile any such list since
lhe publication of Spratfs work. The value of this catalogue
may be jud ged from thc fact that no name has been admitted
into it " except on documentary evidence , derived at firs t hand
from contemporaneous public or private sources." Indeed , the
work is of such a character that it is bare ly possible to
estimate the extent to which the whole Craft , but more
especiall y in Ireland , is under obli gation to the author for what
he has accomplished—at the cost of what labour it is easier to
imagine than to describe. Another work that has seen the
li ght during the present year is the "1 ercentenary Edition " of
lhe "History of the Lodge of Edinburgh (Mary 's Chapel),
No. i ," comp iled by Bro. D. Murray Lyn , G. Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. The earlier edition was published
in 1S73, and by way of commemorating the tercentenary in the
summer of 1899 of the earliest extant minutes of this venerable
lod ge, Bro. Lyon , at the request of the members , has continued
his historv to the present time , strictly following on the lines of
the ori ginal work by introducin g all such particulars as were
calculated to throw additional light on the history of -Masonry
throug hout the whole of Scotland. Wc have so recently
reviewed the book that wc need not do more here than
repeat our congratulations to Scottish brethren generall y on thc
publication of so valuable a record of their doings , and to Bro.
Lyon himself on his ability to carry out successfull y so laborious
a work at his advanced age ancl in the midst of all the exacting
duties and responsibi lities of his oflice. There is also another
work on the issue of which during the year we may just ly con-
gratulate ourselves. Wc allude to " French Prisoners ' Lodges,"
fro m the pen of Bro. John T. Thorp, P. Prov. G.W. of Leicester-
shire and Rutland , the able Secretary of that rising literary
lod ge—the " Lodge of Researc h," No. 2429, Leicester. The
hook contains what its author modestl y describes as " A Brie*f
Account of Twenty-six Lodges and Chapters of Freemasons ,
established and conducted by French Prisoners of War in
England and elsewhere between 1756 and 1814, '' and is illus -
trated by a number of plates, giving facsimile reproductions of
certificates ancl other documents , lod ge: seals , ccc, &c, &c. Thc
subject is not entirely new , but Bro. Thorp by the fulness wilh
which he has gone into it ancl the amount of authentic informa-
tion he has unearthed may be said to have made it almost
entirel y his own. At all events , hc can have comp iled it onl y
after much patience and labour , and has shown great ability and
care in thc arrangement of his material. We* have also , quite
recentl y, received Vol. IX. of "Quatuor Coronatorum Auti grapha ,"
lie -ing " The Book of the Fundamental Consti tutions and Orders
of the Philo Music.x* e*-l Archilee *tur;e Societas , London , 1725-
17 2 7 "—a most valuable Reprint , with Introduction auel Note 's
hy Bro. XV.  Harry Rylands , F.S.A., P.A.G.D.C. ; illustrated with
Plate 's and Facsimiles ; and edited by Bro. G. W. Speth ,
P.A.G.D.C. As Bros. Thorp and R y lands are Eng lsh Masons ,
• ind Iiros. Dr. Crawley and Murra y Lyon belong to the
Irish and Scottish ' Grand Lod ges respectivel y, the* three '
Masonic j urisdictions into which the United Kin g dom is
parcelled out have each of them a share , and an appreciable
share , in thc litera ry honours of the year.

As regards our serial publica tions , the princi pal are , a.s
heretofo re for some few years , " Ars Quatuor Coronatorum ,
or the Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, No. 2076,"
•mil the Proceedings of the " Lodge of Research ," No. 2429,
Leicester , the former being still as abl y edited as ever by its
Secretary, Bro . G. X V ,  Speth , P.A.G.D.C , and containiiug papers

of as great literary merit , while thc task of editing the latter
remains in charge of Bro. Thorp, who not only discharges his
duty with thc same ability and courtesy as in the past , but also
finds time to comp ile such interesting books as the " French
Prisoners ' Lodges," to which reference has been made above,
ancl other historical books. As for the Freemaso n, we can say
no more than that we value most hi ghly the kindl y considera-
tion we have received during thc year from the ever-increasing
number of our friends , and supporters , ancl that we shall spare
no effort to deserve in the future a continuance of that generous
encouragement which they have uniforml y extended towards us
in the past.

OBITUARY.

The roll of deaths is , we are glad to say, not excessively
long, but among those who have passed away are many who
held hi gh rank in thc Craft , and who had rendered valuable
services. Two Provincial Grand Masters claim our first atten-
tion—the Earl of Radnor , who was appointed Provincial Grand
Master and Grand Superintendent of Wiltshire in 1891, in
succession to the late Lord Methuen , and who was also head of
the Mark Degree in the same province ; and Sir Hedworth
Williamson , Bart., who had presided over Craft and Royal Arch
Masonry in Durham for about 15 years, having been appointed
successor to the lata Marquis of Londonderry in 18S5. We also
have to regret the loss of the Earl of Londesborough , who served
as Senior Grand Warden in i860, and had always taken a deep
interest in Freemasonry , not only in his Province of North and
East Yorkshire , of which he was a Past Prov. S.G. Warden ,
and London , where he helped to found and presided as first
W.M. over the well-known Drury Lane Lodge, No. 212 7, but
also in United States Masonry, one of his latest and most
thoughtful acts in connection with which was his sending a
memorial wreath to be placed on thc monument  of Genera l
Washington in celebration of the centenary of that distinguished
brother 's death on the 14th December of last year. And there
are yet two others of equal rank—the late Bro. Sir Gabriel
Goldney, Bart. , on whom , in 1SS7, the M.W.G. Master was
pleased to confer the position of Past Grand Warden , and who
for many years had held the imp ortant office of Deputy Prov.
(irand Master of Wiltshire ; the Earl of Portarlin gfon , S.G.
Warden in 1897, and a leading Dorsetshire Mason ; and the
Earl of Donoug hmore , S.G. Warden in 1876. In Januarv
llmre occurred the death of Bro. the Rev. R. J. Simpson , M.A.,
who served as (irand Chap lain in the years 1867 and 1868, and
who took an active part in the proceedings of Grand Lod ge,
while earl )* in Jul y, Bro. Richard live , who was elected Grand
Treasurer in 188 7, but will be best remembered by his signal
services as Chairman , from the dale of its formation ti l l  his death ,
of the Board of Management ol the Royal Masonic Institution
for Boys. Among other Past Grand Oflicers whose loss we have -
to dep lore are Bros. Sir A. 11. Bevan , late Sheriff of London , who
was elected G. Treasurer in 1S99 ; A. Stewart Brown , F.R.C.S.,
Past. G. Deacon , who sacrificed his l ife in the heroic attempt to
to save that of a man whe ) tell into the sea at Boulogne ; Sir F. (].
M. Boileau , Bart., P.G.D. and G. Sup erintendent , Norfolk ; C.
II .  Driver , Past G. Supt. of Works; John Lane , who died on the
30II1 December , 181)9, and , therefore , subsequentl y to the publi-
cation of our last Christmas annual , who was made Past A.G.D.C .
of Eng land in 1895 and presented with the clothin g of his rank in
recognition of his valuable services to Masonic literature bv the
comp ilation of his " Masonic Records ," and the presentation of
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the copyri ght lo Grand Lodge; John Fenwick , Past A.d'.IXC ,
and for ' many years District (irand Secretarv of Queensland ;
Benj. Kell y Thorpe , P.G. Sid. Br. , Howard I I .  Room , Past
G. Std. Br.^ and formerl y Prov. Grand Secretary of Middlesex ;
Sir A. Sullivan , Past G. Onr. ; Walter Martin , Past A.G.
Purst. ; L. F. Littell , P.G.P. .* and George Graveley, P.G.P.
The Order of thc Secret Monitor has to lament the death
of its founder and first G.S. Ruler in the person of the
late Bro. Dr. I. Zacharie , while Bro. John James , Past Dep .
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria ,
and our representative lo it has also died. Among Provincial
Oflicers ancl others must be mentioned Bros. George Balmford ,
Past Prov. G. Organist of N. and F. Yorkshire ; J. E. Hennc-
mayar , Past Prov. G. Warden Essex ; W. D. Henderson , Past
Prov. G. Reg. North Wales ; G. B. Small p iece , P.P.G. Treas.
Surrey ; A. M. Levy, P.P.A .G.D.C. Surrey ; R. W. Leadbitter ,
P.P.G.D. N. and E. Yorkshire. Among others arc Bros. T. B.
Daniell , P.M. No. 7S1 , a most generous supporter of all our
Charities , but more especially of our Royal Masonic Benevolent
Insti tution ; E. J. Grubb , P.M., P.Z. ; A. Penfold , P.M., P.Z. ;
R. I-I . Crowden , P.M., P.Z. ; Alderman C. H. Low ,* of Bristol ,
P.M. ; W. H. Kidson , P.M. No. 2611 ; John Fitzgeral d, PM.,
P.Z. ; Robert - Sanson , P.M. No. 192 ; F. B. Geary, P.M., P.Z. ;
F. H. Ebsworth , P.M. No. n 7 8; E. F. B. Fuller , P.M. No.
1657; Col. Heaton , P.M., P.Z. No. 1260 ; the Rev. Professor
Shuttleworth, P.M. No. 2369 ; ancl Major Eustace Andrews ,
P.M. Others, loo, have passed away, of whom no record has
reached us;  but even as it is, thc list is a formidable one and
includes many who, as we have said , were never weary of doing
such service as they could render to Freemasonry and its
cherished Institutions.

SCOTLAND.

There arc few brethren who will  not readil y allow that the
proceedings during the closing year of the 19th century of the
Craft north of the Tweed have shed additional lustre upon the
Grand Lodge of Scotland and its Provincial and Private
Lodges. Greater prominence than usual has latterl y been given
to the affairs of Scottish Masonry 111 consequence of the
announcement  that Bro. D. Murray Lyon , who was elected
Grand Secretary early in 1877, had , owing lo the weight of
advancing years, found il necessary to resi gn ollice , while Bro.
the Hon. James Hozier , M. P., the present Grand Master Mason
of Scotland , has publicl y stated lhat when Bro. Lyon entered
upon his duties Grand Lod ge was in debt lo the extent of about
£20,000, whereas now it was possessed of property of the value
of nearl y /.'So,coo. Nor is it alone in its f inanc ial  state that
improvement has taken place. More than 300 lod ges have
been w arranted since the date of Bro. Lyon 's appointment.
The Scottish Craft is better organised , its laws have been
greatl y amende'd , ancl its affairs are far better administered. An
A n n u i t y  Fund has also been established in connection with (irand
Lodge, ancl generall y it may be said that 111 all directions and 111
all mailers of moment progress and prosperity have been the
order of the day dur ing  the whole of this period ; and though
Bro. Lyon would be the last to claim the ent ire '  merit  of the
change, there can be no doubt that he, with the* generous

assistance: and ei i icoura ge inont  of the- distinguished brethren
who have suevessivel y p ivsieled over Freemasonry in Scotland ,
has been the pr inci pal factor  in br in g ing il about. Dur ing all
this period he has laboured as few would have known how to
labour , and with a success which fewer still would have been
able to command. Nor has thc closing year of his oflicial l i fe
proved the least honourable to himself  or the least beneficial
to the Society he has served so fai thful l y.

During the year Grand Lod ge has met in Quarterl y Com-
munication , as usual , in the- months  of February, May, August ,
and November , and for the cvlchration of its Grand Festival on
the 30th of the last-named month , while  on the 13th of this
present December it will  hold a special meeting for the purpose
of electing a successor to Bro. Lyon. At the February meeting,
the accounts I'or thc year ending 30th November , 1899, showed
a very large surp lus of income over exp enditure , the former
amount ing  to £6466 and the latter to £27 ro. In consequence thc
General Fund was returned al /",'43, ro - 5 , while the Benevolent
Fund amounted to £7918 and the Annu i ty  to £27, 814, exclusive
of the sum due to it on the year from Grand Lodge. Thc
income for the quarter to 31st January showed a surp lus over
expenditure of £1092. Charters for live lod ges were agreed lo
be issued , one for a lod ge' in Perthshire East ,\md the others for
lod ges in Queensland and West Australia. At the meeting on
the 3rd May the standing orders having been susp ended , the
Grand Master moved an address expressive of their abhorrence
of the attempt upon the life - of H.R.I I. the Prince of Wales ,
Patron of all Scottish Freemasonry, and of their thankfulness
to the Almighty for the providential  escape of his Royal Hi ghness.
Sundry changes among the rulers ol" Provinces were adopted on
the: recommendation of the ( irand Committee , the most notable
being the appointment of Lord Northcote, Governor of Bombay , to
be Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in India , in succes-
sion to Lord Sandhurst , resigned. In August , before Grand
Lodge met, a bust of Lord Saltoun , Past Grand Master , was pre-
sented to Lady Saltoun , and an address of sympath y with the
Prince of Wales on the loss he had sustained by the death of his
brother , the Duke ol Saxe-Coburg-Gotha , was unanimousl y voted ,
and both this and thc address on the Prince 's escape from
assassination have been gracefull y acknowled ged by his Royal
Hi ghness. But , perhaps , the most memorable gathering of the
year was that which took place on Sunday, the 4th February ,
when the Grand Master , with his officers and the members of
many metrop olitan and country lod ges, were present at Divine
service in St. Giles 's Cathedral , Edinburg h , and a sermon was
preached in aid oi tne War Fund being raised by the Lord Provost
of  Edinburg h , Madame Ella Russell , tlie gifted prima donna , who
gave her services on the occasion , t ravell in g from London to
Edinburgh for the purpose of being present , while the civic
di gnitaries and the: ge-neral oflicer commanding in Scotland were
likewise in attendance *, the congregation being estimated at
between 3000 ancl 4000 , while the sum yielded by the offertory
ult imatel y reached not far short of £boo. Another meeting of
scarcel y less interest was held on the 22nd September , when tin:
Grand Master laid with Masonic ceremonial the memorial-stone
of the restoration of Brechin Cathedral. On his arrival from
Edinburg h , Bro. Hozier and the deputation from (irand Lodge
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that accompanied him were entertained at luncheon by the
Executive Committee , after w hich he made his (i rst visitation to
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Forfarshire , which had previousl y
assembled under the presidency of P>ro. James Berry, Provincial
Grand Master. Having** expressed his satisfaction with the
reports and books which had been sent to Edinburg h for his
inspection , the Grand Master gave his attention to the princi pal
event of the day , and a procession , consisting of between 300
and 400 brethren , having been formed , and marched throug h the
city to the site in full regalia, thc ceremony was dul y and
impressivel y performed in the presence of a large concourse of
people. Amongst other notable events we may mention the
Grand Visitation , in January, to thc Province of Aryshirc, when
the Grand Master attended the centenary banquet of Ayr St.
Pau l Lodge, No. 204, of which Bro. Murray Lyon , the Grand
Secretary, is thc oldest member ; the visitation to Perthshire
West, when in the Masonic Hall , Perth , the M.W. Grand Master
installed Bro. Captain C. H. Graham Stirling, of Strowan , as
Prov. Grand Master , vice the late Colonel Stirling Ki ppendavie ;
the visit to Stirlingshire on 22nd June , when the Grand Master
laid the foundation-stone of the Dobbie Hall at Stenhousemiur
with full Masonic ceremonial , the event being preceded by the
entertainment at dinner at the Plough Inn of Bro. Hozier and
his officers ancl a number of other guests by Major Dobbie , to
whose munificence thc town is indebted for the erection of its
new Hall ; and a three days' Masonic Bazaar at Rothesay in the
month of August in aid of a fund for erecting a Masonic Hall ,
the Bazaar being opened on the lirst day by the Lord Advocate ;
of Scotland , Bro A. Graham Murray, O.C., M.P., and on the
second ancl third days by Bro. Sir Charles Dalrymp le , of New-
hailes , Bart., M.P., Past Grand Master of Scotland , and Prov.
(irand Master of Argyleshire and the Isles , the amount realised
being upwards of £650. Among the princi pal losses through
death must be mentioned those of Bro. James W. Smith , Past
Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in India , in Jul y, and
Bro. S. Constantine Burke , District Grand Master of Jamaica , in
May ; but the greatest loss of all—thoug h happ ily not by death
—is that of the services of Bro . 1). Murray Lyon a.s Grand Sec-
retary. To this , which will be felt for some time , wc have before
referred ; but , as showing the hi gh appreciation in which those
services are held , it should be mentioned that Grand Lodge, on
the recommendation of its Grand Committee , has unanimousl y
agreed that Bro. Lyon shall enjoy the full emoluments of his
ollice as a pension for the remaining years of his life. His long
career as a Grand Oflicer and his valuable works as a Masonic
historian—to the latest of which we refer under the head of
'' Masonic Literature "—well merit this generous recognition.

It only remains for us to add lhat during tin; year charters
have been issued for 11 new lod ges , of which two are located at
home and nine Abroad.

IRELAND.

The Craft in the sister kin g dom has hael its full share of the
prosperity which has been the fortunate lot of Masonry throug hout
tlu ' whole of the British Emp ire . Indeed , owing to the visit of
the Oueen to the Irish cap ital in the spring of the year it has
Had opportunitie s of testif y ing to its unbounded loyalty and
devotion to her Maj esty which have ; beam denied to the other
jurisdic tions. As to its prosperity, we; have the public state-
men t made by no less distinguished a personage than the Duke
(if Abercorn , M.W.G. Master , at the ; dedication of the new
Masonic I fn.II at Lurgan , on the ; 2nd November , to the effect that

Masonry in Ireland was " in a most nourishing condition ," as
was shown , lirstl y, by the large number  of additional members
they were from time to time receiving into their ranks , and
secondl y, by the gratif y ing support which was being so generousl y
extended towards their Masonic Girls ' and Boys' Schools , ancl he
cited , as an illustration of what was being clone , that during the
previous week a concert had been held in Derry , which had
realised in their behalf between £,c\a and £100 net. His Grace
added very appropriatel y that " it must be a matter of great
satisfaction that those who enj oyed the good things of this
world should be able to contribute to the various organisations
ancl associations towards rendering happ ier thc lives of those
childre n who, through no cause; of their own , had lost parents ; "
that " the cases broug ht before the Governors of the Institution
were sometimes most p itiable ; " and that he considered " it was
a good thing that they should be able to educate 106 girls and
about So boys in those splendid establishments. " After such
evidence as this, coming as it does from the hi ghest and most
authoritative quarter , it is scarcely necessary to repeat that Irish
Masonry has had its full share; of prosperity during thc year.

Among the events of the year the most important is thc
Special Communication of Grand Lodge on the 3rd April , when
a dutiful Address to her Maje sty the Queen was voted by
acclamation on the occasion of her visit to Dublin , and this
Address was presented to her Majesty in person about a fort-
ni ght later by his Grace the Duke of Abercorn , M.W.G. Master ,
and Bro. Sir James Creed Meredith , LL.D., Dep. G. Master.
On the 24th of the same month her Majesty was graciousl y
pleased to show her interest in the Irish Craft , by visiting
the Masonic Female Orp han School , Balls Brid ge, not onl y the
Girls ancl their Governesses being present for the Queen 's
inspection , but also the pup ils oi the Orp han Boys' School , who
were also invited to partici pate in the honour thus shown by
her Majesty to the Masonic Institutions of Ireland. In June , on
the occasion of the meeling in Dublin of the Association of
Munici pal Corporations , those members of it who were
Masons werc; invited to attend the Grand Lodge of Instruc-
tion , ancl had the opportunity of seeing a candidate initiated
by Bro. Dr. Chetwode Crawley, the Grand Secretary of the
lod ge ancl Lord Justice FitzGibbon ; and when the work was
over and the Grand Lod ge of Instruction closed , they were most
hospitably entertained by Grand Lod ge in its new and handsome
banqueting hall. We have alread y re ferred to the meeting at
Lurgan on the 2nd November , when the M.W.G. Master dedi-
cated the new hall erected for the use of the three lod ges held
in the town , but in addition , there was on the ioth April a
notable gathering at Limavad y, where the foundation stone of a
new hall was laid by Bro. Sir James Creed Meredi th , Dep . G.M.
We have alread y referred at some length under the head of
" Masonic Literature ," to the publication of Bro. Dr. Chetwode
( rawley s most important work— " Ca;mentaria Hibernica "—
and , therefore , we need not say more than that nothing of late
years has reflected greater lustre on Irish Freemasonry 'than the
comp ilation of this valuable addition to the hi ghest class ol" litera-
ture devoted lo the Craft. Among other events that have occurred
during njoo, we note , with regret , the death , in January, of Bro.
Sir William Miller , Dep. Prov. G.M. of Derry ancl Donegal ;
and the presentation of a testimonial to Bro. Thomas P. Cal-
laghan , Secretary of Lodge No. 75, Dublin , whom we warm ly
congratulate on this proof of the esteem in which he is held by
its inembeTS.

As regards new* lodges, it is diff icul t  to say anything defin ite
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as they are assigned places on the Register , whose numbers are
vacant instead of being added as fresh numbers at the end , but
we hav e, noticed some half-a-dozen , which we doubt not wi l l
prove worth y of the privileges tbey are permitted to enj oy .

THE COLONIES. &c.

Tbe princi pal event of thc year has been the formation of
an independent Grand Lodge of West Australia , but tbe cir-
cumstances attending this formation are; somewhat unusual.
Thc other-independent Grand Lodges which have been established
in our Australasian Colonies during the last 15 years, namel y,
those of South Australia, New South Wales, Victoria , Tasmania ,
and Ne -w Zealand , have in each case been composed of lod ges
of the English , Irish , and Scottish Consti tutions, while in New
South Wales and Victoria , Ihc local Grand Lodges also took part
in the establishment. Hut  in West .Australia , tlie lodges of
Scottisb and Irish origin have held aloof from the movement
altogether , and thoug h the t ime will no doubt come, when thc
whole bod y of West Australian Masonry will be ranged under
the banner of one United Grand Lodge, the present organisation
is composed entirely of lod ges formerly on the Eng lish Register ,
together with such lodges as may have been warranted since by
the new Grand Lodge. However , there is no need to give a ful l
account of the circumstances. The Eng lish Craft in thc Colony
were practicall y unanimous  in their desire for independence ,
and on thc 27th February , Bro. Sir Gerard Smith , Last Grand
Warden of England , District Grand .Master of West Australia ,
was formall y installed in oflice as M A Y . Grand Master , the cere-
mony being performed by the Lord Bishop of Perth , Bro. the
Ri ght Hon. C. O. L. Riley , D.D., Past Grand Chap lain (Eng.),
and at the Quarterly Communication of United Grand Lodge on
the 7th March , recognition was accorded to lhe ncw bod y, which
even at this earl y stage' of its existence has had its share of good
fortune. In Queensland , which is now the onl y Australasian
Colony that retains i ts  connection wi th  the  Grand Lodge;* of the
United King dom , progress has been the order of thc day , but
this  has been evidenced not so much by the const i tut ion of new
lod ges, of which onl y one or two have ; been aelele 'd to the roll ,
as by the (greater care that is being taken in the adminis t ra t ion  of
District ( i rand Lod ge and the stride;," observance of tin* law.
There is , however , one * very serious loss the District has sustained!
throug h the death of tha t  hi ghl y respected Mason , Bro. John
Kenwick , who had ful f i l led  lhe arduous duties of District Grand
Secre 'lary fur full y a quarter o f a c e n l u r y ,  and in rSijj ,  in ivspe-cl
of his great services , was honoured w ith the hrcve -t ol Past
A.G.D.C. Happ il y, an able successor to him has been found in
Bro. E. 11. Courtenay Luck , I ast I) .G.W.,  who , even in the- short
l ime he has been in barn e-ss , has cslablislu -d himself  in the ;
o-oodwill of the* draft. As for the ' veteran District Grand Master ,
Bro . the - Hon.  Aug. C. Gregory , CM .G., w h o  is far-and-away the
se -nior of our District Grand Masters —having been appointed
over 3S vears ago—lie * appears lo be as lull  of vi gour anil
activity as ever. Masonry has also dour well under  t h e  Ir ish
and Scottish Consti tuti ons.

In South Africa , the ; War has necessaril y had a de-pressin g
effect up on the work of Masonry, which is essential)}' a peaceful
organisation . In the - District of th e- Transvaal , which , un t i l  t lu*
outbreak of hostilities bad bee n making such progress und i -r  i ts
able - chief , Bro. George * Richards , Disl . G.M.,  t in -  lod ges have
suspended work , nor can vve look lor any  great re-v iva l  ol
act iv i ty  un t i l  peace is restored ' and  peop le - have once' again

settled to their old habits of life. In Natal , which has also
suffered terribly by the* military op erations that have been carried
on for the* greater part of the* year , things have ; not been much
belter ; bul meetings were held in Ladvsmilh and Maleking even
dur ing (he t ime they were be ;ing besieged by the Boer armies ,
but the. proceedings were bv no means tree Irom danger , as Ihc;
re -ports have shown which it has been our privilege to publish
from time ; to t ime in our columns. Nor , we are; pleased to sav .
has the influence which Masonry is able to exercise even in time
ol war , been ineffectual in saving bloodshed , and thoug h the
Boers looted and destroyed properly of all kinds , vet more than
one instance has been recorded in which buildin gs known to be
devoted to Masonic purposes hav e been saved from destruction
and guards placed over them lo prevent them from being pillaged.
Necessarily too, the Eastern Central,  and Western Districts of
Cape' Colony have ; also suffered , thoug h to a lar lesser extent.
In M'AV, a M asonic service was he-Id in St. George 's Cathedral ,
Grahamstown , in which the Eng lish Lodges, Albany ,  No. 389,
and St. John 's Lodge, No. 828 , and the St. Andrew 's Lodge ,No .
651, under the Scottish Constitution , (00 k part ; whi le early in
September , Bro. Thomas Cook , Dist. Grand Mark Master of
Natal , had tbe pleasure of consecrating the Ladysmith Mark
Loel ge, No. 528 , which but for thc outbreak of the War would
have be 'e'ii consecrated dur ing  the* a u t u m n  of 1899. ^c an *
also glad to record that three ' lodges have been added to the ; roll
of (he - Dis(ru*t Grand Lodge o! South Africa (E.D.), one oi (hem
being named after Bro. Field-Marshal Lord .Roberts , and the
other after her Maj esty 's Hi gh Commissioner for South Afrie *a—•
Sir Alfred Milner .  We- have also had the* satisfaction of com-
nw.iUvig very favourabl y upon the* admirable work that has been
eloiie ' under the ausp ice's of the* Port Elizabeth Masonie ; Educational
SYheme'.

In India , things have gone extremely we'll auel notwithstanding
the difficulties which lod ge's experience in respect of members by
I lie sudden transfer  of oflicers and members fro m one station to
another , they seem to have ' we'll maintained their strength. Bengal ,
which i.s (he largest District , has had two addit ions sanctioned lo
ils rol l in the  Nort h of Gogra and Koil Lodges, Nos. 2S30 and
283 1, respectivel y, and the  Rajp utana Lodge, No . 2S00 , has been
warranted in the Bombay District , and the* Excelsior Lodge, No .
2832, Dagshai , in tha t  of  thc Punj ab. The various Educational
Associations tha t  have - been established in Bengal , Bombay , and
elsewhere , have also be 'e 'ti abh-bv reason o f t h e  generous supp ort
(hey receive fro m (he lod ges and brethren , to cont inue the
exci ' l l i ' i i t  thev  have been engaged in since* their establishment.
We must not , however , omit lo mention that Lord Sandhurst ,
on e'o m j i l e l i n g  his term of service as Governor of Bombay .
resigned the -  app oin tments  he held as Pro District Grand Master
ami Grand Master ol all Scottish Eree-masonrv in India , and having
regard to  t h e  very deep interest he took in the work of the Craft
under  both Const i tu t ions , and the services he was able lo render
to t h e m  bot h , there  is no doubt that  his depart u re for home ' was
the  snbjei -t of sincere lvgiv l to all the brethren! ; the thanks  and
other comp liments  that were' paid him te-slifv to the lvspecl ami
esteem in which he was lie-Id. However , il is some' sli ght con-
solation to them that bis successor in ihe Governorshi p of the
Pn - s id i -ne -y—Lord Northcote—is also a dis t in guished Mason , and
has been elected his successor in Masonry under  the Grand
Lodges of Eng land and Scotland. It is also worthy of note that
the ne 'wlv-a pp ointe 'd  Governor of Madras is a Mason of hi gh
r a n k  at home -  ; we al lude , of course , lo Lord Ampthil l , vvho is
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Prov. Grand Master of Bedfordshire , ancl. doubtless , this fact
vvill enhance the fame which the ; Craft alread y enj oys in the
Madras Presidency. Lastly , Bishop Wclldon , of Calcutta , the
Metropolitan of India , has 'shown his interest in Masonry by
delivering an address on the grave ; ancl gay aspects of the Cra ft .
Thus with Masonic Governors and Church Dignitaries , Jud ges and
administrators of Provinces , and Military Officers , holding high
positions in thc Society , it would be strange indeed if Masonry
in India were not held in hi gh estimation, among both the
European and native populations, hi the West Indies , too , there
has been greater activity than we are wont to hear of , but here ,
while new lod ges have been consecrated or warranted , there is
also the deat h of Bro. S. Constantine Burke, Dist. G.M. of
Jamaica, under Scotland , to deplore, a special communication of
District Grand Lodge being held on the 31st May , to pay due
respect to his memory. The death of Bro. James W. Smith ,
Past Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in India , has
al ready been noticed , but our record of Colonial Masonry would
be less comp lete , if we omitted to refer to the loss which his
death has caused in Bombay more particularl y.

ftbe Sufcoe :
Oil

Conacfence -Strf cften.
Bv Puoi* . F. W. DRIVEK , M.A., P.M. 45, P.Z. 742.

Author of " The Noble Soul," " God's Flowers ," "A  Woman's
Heroism ," " The Submerged CUtj " " Repaid ," 8,-c, S>x.

The following poem is founded on actual facts, as related in thc
Criminal Records of the Northern Circuit (Eng land), about 100
years ago :—

Afc northern city, many years ago,
In solemn court of justice there was held
A Murder Trial—heinous was the crime—
The cul prit a young man , whose pleasing face
Seemed to evince impossible the deed
He had committed ; but , alas ! slowly,
Yet surely, did the links of evidence
Form chain complete of circumstantial guilt.
The prisoner 's counsel , warily, did watch
The fatal facts unravelled one by one—
Yet could not find a (law—the crime brought home.
His only hope, 11. quibble of the law.
The jud ges, pa (font , heard the counsel's p lea ,
In wisdom duly weighed it , but thoy proved
It was unstable, so refused tbe rule.
With solemn di gnity (lie judge reviewed
The evidence, as tendered by the crown ,
Showed there was no defence that could rebut
The proofs e-onviucing of the prisoner 's guilt-
Yet, 'twas for them tho jury to decide—
If in their minds there harboured the least doubt ,
Their duty plainl y was, upon their oaths,
To grant acepii ttal of the dreadfu l crime.
The jury then , dismissed io their grave tusk ,
A death-like silence reigned throughout  the court.
Few words wove spoken , mid 'in undertone.
The wei ght of deep suspense was felt by all *,
The 111 in ides slowl y passed—an hour was gone ;
The evening shade-ws leng thened on the door.
All longed to hear, yet dreaded the result . ;
For life or death would lung upon the words
Their foreman uttered. Then a knock i.s heard
Upon the door , which slowl y opened wiele.
With measured step the jury,  issuing forth ,
Again came into court—no neeel to nsk
Their verdict , for their saddened looks proclaim.
The word of doom , which fell from foreman 's li ps.
The unhappy man , who heard his death knell  run f̂ ,
Stunned by the sudden blow , no answer mad e
To Clerk of A rrai gns , - who , formal , asked
What reason could the prisoner allege
Wh y sentence should not pass, in course of law ,
The last act of the tragedy drew near ;
'Twas for the jud ge presiding to pronounce
The penalty demanded by tbe law ,
As exp iation for the deed of blood.
Silence the usher, with grave voice, proclaimed .
With fearful expectation , out* and all ,
Await the words of doom , which should consi gn
The murderer to a public , shameful death.
Amazement seized the court , for from his seat
The jud ge uprose, his pale and gliaslly face

Evinced the mental anguish that be felt.
With calm , deliberate act , his erniinecl robe
Hc laid aside, descended from the bench ,
Then , with uncertain , faltering steps ho came
Unto the clock, wherein the prisoner stood.
He said to ollicer , " Ope wide the door "—
' 'M y lord '. " "Obey me, 'tis my last command."
The jud ge, forthwith , by prisoner took his stand—
An awful  pause ensued , for no one dared
As yet to speak—tho jud ge the silence broke.
"My lord , and , until now, my brother jud ge,
You see before you , in tho prison dock ,'
His lilting place, a guilty wretch whoso crime
Exceeded far the convict by my side-
He, in revenge for wrongs 'he had received ,
In blood of neighbour had his hands enibrueel.
But I, far worse than he , through lust of gold ,
Slew a kind master, and a generous friend.
Let mc, in open court , confess my crime ,
Permit me, briefly, to narrate the facts,
And show how 'twas the devil tempted me,
Some thirt y years ago I was engaged
In ollice of a -w ell-known barrister,
To keep the dail y record of bis work,
Note his engagements, and obscn-c thai lie
His multifari ous duties .should fulfi l .
Prompted by kindness of his generous hear t,
Hc helped me legal knowled ge to acquire ;
So I, at last, became of use to him ,
Shared freely in his conliilenco and trust—
More as companion than mere lawyer's clerk,
Attended lu'm on circuit , fees received ,
And all incumbent business would discharge.
One early morn on horseback wc set forth'
To reach assi/.e town , many miles away ;
Packed in a valise to my charge he gavo
A heavy sum of golei he had received
During the circuit now about to close.
That morning- we had left unknown (o all ,
For master was reserved , and kep t aloof
From those of his profession , and , indeed .
Save in (lie way of business , knew hut few.
the way was lonel y, nor considered safe—
Knights of the road were said to levy toll
On lone and unsuspecting travellers.
To be prepared in ease of sudden need
A brace of loaded p istols in my belt
I placed , consp icuous warning, sure , to those
Who might design to rob or murder us.
Some distance we had journe yed on emr way—
My master rode in front and ' I behin d ,
No one in sight , (lieu came (lie horrid thought ,
How easy 'twere te > make ( lie gold my own.
Twas but  au old mini 's life (hat ,  intervened—
Thus did ihe devil  temp t me and I fell
From innocence io the abyss of gui l t ;
No guardian ange l stayed my tri 'i iK y haiiel—
I drew a pistol , shot h im in ' the b-'ii- k ,
Anil as he fell in agony of death ,
He pit y ing jjii/.ed up eui ' his murderer-
Ever since then th a t  mild reproachfu l look
Has haunted mc alike by ni ght or day—
But action now immediate must  ensue—
The corpse I rifled lirst anil then destroyed
Al l  tel l- ialo papers, and with  heavy stones
I sank tbe body in a nei ghbouring pond ,
Jhs horso 1 shut. I d-.nv nofc let dim live ,
The guilt y deed I. feared he mi ght  bet ray.
Al l  unobserved I hastened (o my  horse
With plunder added to the  cursed gold .
For whicli I bartered f u tu r e  happ iness.
A rrived at sen-port , the ie  my steed I sold ,
At onco set out for London , fur awhi le ,
Obscurel y lived under  another  name -
Engaged in legal studies , and became
The pup il of ii wel l-known barrister.
Rap id pnyj m-gre-ss, for by n i ght  and day
I worked incessantl y (o drown my thou ghts
I dreaded most the ni ght , for in my dreams .
I saw my master 's pale reproachful ' face ;
Then would 1 wake in terro r fro m my heel ,
Haste io my books lo dissi pate my fears .
By slow degrees anil by the lap se' of time ,
My gui l t y conscience s/imiliere d , I could ri\st ;
Three years in stud y I hnd passed , was famed
For legal knowled ge and for acumen ,
Culled to Hie Bar , soon , by a luck y chance ,
I won as pleader an imp or t an t ,  case ;
Since then success was rap id , I became
Legal adviser to the  Crown , the step
Assured towards ihe Bench , not , long delayed.
You know you r.si -lf fu l l  well , my Lord . L won
Uolden op inions from (he leim ! ' world ;



No one against my jud gments bas appealed ,
And honoure d thus I might have spent my life
Had not I presided at this trial,
I thought, indeed , my conscience was at rest,
No more to trouble me—i t has awaked ,
It urges me witb force beyond control
To make this full confession of my guilt ,
Submit to the just sentence of the law,
The only exp iation of my crime
For* which no palliation can be made.
Pardon on Earth you must not, dare not grant ;
Deep my repentance, though it sudden seems,
My only hope of pardon is in Heaven.
I pray, my Lord , my trial may be brief ,
'Tis in your power to name a speedy time.
This is the last request tbat I would make
Of you, my former Friend and fellow Jud ge."
He ceased—horror aud pity seen in every face
Evinced bow deep men 's feelings were aroused ;
Tears in his eyes, with broken speech , the Jud ge—
" Unhappy man , who self-convicted stands ,
Accused of foulest murder, yon well know
Death is the penal ty of crime like yours.
Your sad reques t I grant, a pitying proof
Of the esteem and friendshi p which I held.
Your trial shall take place without delay ;
I cannot be your Judge ; one will be found
To take my place, dread sentence to pronounce.
May Heaven have mercy on yonr guilty soul I
On you, young man , who now convicted wait ,
I shall defer your sentence for awhile.
Use well the timo I grant you ; pardon seek
From the offended Majesty of Heaven.
The Court adjourned ; remove the prisoners."
In a few days , the evidence complete,
Assistance given by the prisoner,
He was committed by a mag istrate
To take his trial at the Assizes

' Then being held ; proceedings very brief;
The prisoner testified against himself.
Nought was now left but sentence to pronounce
Against him , and the convict in tho dock,
Whose doom bad been by former Judge deferred ,
It Avas decreed that both should suffer death
On earl y mom outside the public jail
On that day fortni ght. Leave was freel y given
T! at both , well .watched , should occupy one cell.
'The elder, deep repentant , earnest sought
To win the young man 's confidence; he urged
Confession and repentance of his crime,
The onl y means he could free pardon gain.
Hardened at first , his heart at last was touched—
Then , side by side, they knelt in earnest prayer
That God to them His saving grace woulel grant.
Assured of pardon , each sustaining each ,
They met their doom with resignation. #
Ob ! may we trust the Gates of Mercy wide
Admitted sinners who repentant died.

November , 1900.

|§5^^3g|HERE is a young brother who wants information as
W/ff if el e&m to the best way to " get on " in Freemasonry.
:( (IP^N)' I 

He is possessed of 
a very praiseworthy ambition ,

^•olS-x i 1 ^ut app arently thinks that a patient continuance
Usssas-̂ 'HJ in well doing might not ineffectivel y be .supple-

mented by efforts on his own part , and he wants
to know where and how to start. When his health was drunk
vvith enthusiasm at tbe festiye board , after bis initiation , the
brother who proposed it set forth for his imitation the career of
the worshi pful  brother who so well adorned tbe chair, and , in the
garrulous optimism of the moment , hinted at speedy recognition
of true merit. AU too soon , however , our friend found lhat in a
lod«*e of 6u members he ranked as 6oth , and lhat tbe possession
of merit even of the hi ghest order would not enable him lo
reach the chair under  about 15 years.

Surely he thinks there must be some other and less tedious
route to eminence, but  what is it ?

It can scarcel y be , he thinks , in the amount  of j ewellery with
which he may deck his  person , because he knows Bro. Smith ,
who was only initiale d a short time ago, has already had to have
a special appendage made to carry his load ot personal adornmet ,
and , moreover , he is well kn own  to have boug ht it all. Nor can
it be t in -  a t t a i n m e n t  of Degrees , because Bro. Jones is already a
companion of the Royal Arch , a Mark Master Mason , a Royal
Ark Mariner , a Secret Monitor , and will next week be admitted

(bow to oet on.

to the Cryptic Degrees and the Allied Degrees of Freemasonry .
Moreover , our young friend believes himself to be every whit
as good a Mason as Bro. Jones , because it is a matter of common
notoriety that Bro. Jones , in the course of his progress through
these various grades , was never able to prove himself a M.M.,
but had to be prompted.

Again , in another lod ge in the same town , Bro. Robinson ,
who happened to possess social distinction , became Worsh ipful
Master within 54 weeks of seeing the li ght and onl y attended
the lodge four times during the whole of that period*, and this
has induced him to set less value on the attainment of rank in
lodge.

ls it the attainment of Provincial honours? Well by this
time he has found out that preferment , whether from the East,
West , or South , is like the wind which bloweth where it listeth .

Our advice to that young brother was to disregard each and
every of these considerations ancl attend lodge regularl y,
particularly a lodge of instruction , and he was further advised
to join one of the litera ry lod ges, such as Quatuor Coronati.

But quite a number of brethren imag ine that the taking of
Degrees ad libitum adds to thei r Masonic consequence , ancl
confers an additional lustre upon them.

The various Degrees are generall y called "hi gher " because,
with the exception of Mark man , to which fellow Crafts may be
admitted , tbey are onl y conferred on Master Masons. The
more correct nomenclature would be " further Degrees." Some-
times the}' are called " side " Degrees. This term is only appro-
priate with regard to those which are conferred irregularl y,  that is,
which are not properly organised under a supreme governing
body. The neop hyte in such cases was taken "aside," and the
Degree was then called an " aside " Degree—corrupted to
"side." Such was once the Secret Monitor , but since its
present organisation it is a " further " Degree. We might
conveniently describe as a Degree every Masonic process which
involves the conferment of appropriate modes of recognition ,
and so shall call the Royal Arch a Degree (although denied that
status by the Constitutions) as well as the rank of Installed
Master.

In this sense, then , the Craft embraces four Degrees , and the
order of the Royal Arch four, that is companion and the three
Principals. These are the legitimate and recognised grades.
As a general rule the ruler in any of those to be presently
referred to is required to be an Installed Master in the Craft .

Next we come to the Degrees immediately under the Grand
Mark Lodge. These are Mark Man , Mark Master , Installed
Master in the same, Roya l Ark Mariner, and Commander N .

The Order of the Secret Monitor may next be tabulated.
The Degrees are conferred only on Master Masons, and com-
prise Secret Monitor , Prince ol the Order, and Supreme Ruler.

The Allied Degrees of Freemasonry and the Cryptic
Degrees are conferred upon brethre n who are Mark Masters
and R.A. Masons. The Allied Degrees comprise the Orders of
St. Laurence the Marty r, Kni ght of Constantinop le, Red Cross
of Baby lon , and Grand High Priest. The Cryptic Degrees,
which are a complement of the Royal Arch , include Most
Excellent Master , Royal Master , Select Master, and Super
Excellent Master.

The Orders of Chivalry are onl y conferred upon Royal Arch
Masons of a certain standing. They are Knight of St. John of
Jerusalem (Knight Templa r) , Preceptor ; Knight of Palestine
Rhodes and Malta , and Prior.

A Knight I emp lar may become Knight Red Cross, Viceroy
Eusebius, Sovereign Constantine, Knight Novice of St. John ,
and Kni ght of the Holy Sepulchre.

The Rosicrucians are graded thus — Zeiator, Thericus,
Practicus , Philosop hus , A.-' folus Junior , Adeptus Major ,
Adeptus Exemptus , Magister , and Magus.

In the Ant ient  and Accepted Rite arc 33 Degrees. The first
three are a.s in Craft Masonry , and the list goes on as follows :
4°. Secret Master. i(j°. Grand Pontiff.
5°. Perfect .Master. 2o°. Venerable Grand Master.
6°, Intimate .Secretary. 21 °. Patriarch Xoachilc.
7°. Provost .and Jud ge. 22". Prince of L banns.
S°. lntendant of thc Buildings. 23°. Chief of the Tabernacle.
ef. Elect eif Nine . 240. Prince of the Tabernacle.

10 , hied ut l-iltccn , 2 5. knight ol the Brazen acrpcnl.
1 1 °, Sublime KU-d . 2d0. Prince of Mercy.
12°, Grand Master Architect. 270. Commander of lhe Temple.
13°. Koyal Arc h (of Kmich). 28°. Kni ght of the Sun.
I40. Scotch Kni ght eif Perfection. 2e- °. Kni ght of S. Andrew.
153. Kni ght uf the Sword. 30°- Kni ght of lhe Black and
in . Prince of Jerusalem. White liagle.
17 0, Kni ght of lhe hasl and 310. Grand Inspector.

West. 32°. Sublime Prince .
18°. Kni ght of the Kngle and 33". Sovereign Grand Inspector-

Pelican < ke-se Croix). Genera l.
Of these onl y the 18°, 311°, 310, 32°, 33°, arc given in full.

* A fact known (o the writer.



We have thus enumerated 66 Degrees , excluding the
Rosicrucians, who can hardl y be ranked as Masonic.

But we have by no means exhausted the list. The writer
has the honour of acquaintance with a brother who says he Jias
taken the qo°. He is connected with two Rites—those of
Memp his , and Misraim—which , though often confounded , are
quite separate and distinct. The former Rite claims connect ion
with certain Egyptian mysteries of great antiquity , but its intro-
duction into Europe dates from 1814, and in 1839 the official
list of Degrees was published. The first 33 are those of the
Antient and Accepted Rite alread y referre d to. After a good
cleal of tinkering the revised list , comprising 96 Degrees, was
published in 1862. The list is imposing. Brethre n of eminence
attain the title of Pontiff , and the term sublime occurs in
connection with 27.

The Rite of Misraim arose in 1805, and was once recognised
by the A. and A. Rite in Ireland. Ninety Degrees are conferred ,
culminating in that of " absolute Sovereign Grand Master 900."

The Order of the Eastern Star is very popular in America ,
and our Transatlantic contemporaries devote special columns to
accounts of their proceedings. It was invented by Bro. Robert
Morris in 1855, and is divided into five grades, representing as
many aspects of womanhood , viz., Jephtha 's daug hter, Ruth ,
Esther , Marth a, and Electra , typ if y ing daughter , widow , wife ,
sister, and martyr. Why not add the most attractive aspect of
all , the f iancee ? Female Freemasonry, however , began and
ended in this country with Miss St. Leger.

There is also the Order of the Shrine , whose members are
called Sbriners, a term our contemporary the Indian Ma sonic
Review once thought was a misprint for Shiners , and drew down
upon itself the wrath of the whole American Masonic Press,
which regards the Order very seriously.

The brother who proposes to plunge into Masonry to the
extent shown will have to spend a lot of money, and with
respect to many of them it may be doubted whether he will
acquire his money's worth of Masonic knowledge. The Mark ,
tbe Templars, and the A. and A. Rite differ from the rest of
those mentioned. They are deep ly interesting, ancl thc two
last named are controlled by wealthy and exclusive and in-
fluential bodies, so that the attainment of hi gh rank in either of
them may be regarded as imp lying the possession of signal
merit.

We might add a word of warning. None of the jewellery
apper tainin g to these Degrees may be brought into a Craft
lodge, with the exception of the Royal Arch jewel. Many a
brother has experienced mortification on this account. We
believe , however , that the jewels of all concomitant Orders are
recognised in the further or higher Degrees. *

VVe can only conclude this short article by advising the
young brother to attend every lodge meeting, to be careful and
even punctilious in even the smallest matters , and to remember
he has two ears and two eyes but onl y one mouth. Let him
read a Masonic journal. Let him learn the ritual from hearing
it expounded in lodge. Let him take lod ge seriousl y, and not
as the prelude to a social evening, and lie is bound to get on.

J. T. L.

"Robevt iUslie.
GRAND SECRETARY "ANCIENT S ," 178 5-85

AND 1790—1813.

' ^Trf ĵjj fN former Christmas numbers of 
the 

Freemaso n the
;'E|/ H|3$; agreeable duty has uevolvn. upon me of describing

> pBj @§!.: in detail the services rendered lo 1- reeniasoii ry by
!f p3|J |̂ . prominent officers 

of one of the two Societies into
MS~^~3il which the English Crait was divided during the

latter half of the 18th and the lirst 13 years of
the present century . The two ollicers whose memoirs were
writt en were Bro. William Dickey , who was Deputy Grand
Master from 1777 to 17 81 , and President of the Grand Committee
in 17 82; and D.G.M. for the second time from 1791 till his
death in 1800 ; and Bro. Thomas Harper , who succeeded Bro.
Dickey, and remaine d in ollice t i l l  the Union of the two
Societies on St. John 's Day, in winter (27th December) 1813.
It is hardl y necessary for me lo point out that these two worth y
brethren were , after Latin nee Dermott , the ablest , as well as
among the most prominent , among the leaders of the " Ancient "
Craft in England , and that it is , entirel y due to their devoted
attachment to the princi ples of that Society, ancl to the ability,
skill , and ju d gment with which the y guided its shi p of state
successfull y throug h the difficult ies and dangers by which ,
almost to the close of its existence as a separate organisation ,

it was beset , that thc " Ancient ," or " Athol/ ' Masons were able
to meet their more numerous and influential rivals—th e Society
of " Modern " English Masons—on a footing of absolute equality
and arra n ge; the terms and conditions of a Union that was equally
honourable to both. Doubtless there were others who willingl y
lent a hel ping hand towards maintai nin g "Ancient " English
Masonry in its integrity . There were Bros. James Perry and
James Agar, who successivel y occup ied the chair of Deputy
Grand Master , the former from 17 S7 to 1 790, under the Earl—
afterwards Marquis—of Antrim ; and the latter from 1790 to
1794, during the greater part of which period John , 4th Duke of
Athol , who had been Grand Master from 1775 to 1* 781 , again pre-
sided in that capacity, and retained his office till a few months
prior to the Union .

There was also Bro. Robert Leslie, who, after a brief , but
trying, experience as Grand Secretary from 17 83 to 17 85, was
re-elected in 1790, and remained in ollice ti ll the rival Societies
became one , and the distinctions between "Ancients " and
" Moderns ," " Regulars " and " Schismatics," were consigned
to oblivion. He was also for severa l years Treasure r of the
Institution for Clothing and Educating the sons of deceased and
indi gent Masons, " according to the old Inst itutions "—the pre-
sent koyal Masonic Institution for Boys—and it is in this latter
capacity that , as will be gathered hereafter , we shall , in all pro-
bability, learn to esteem him most. But , just as between
Laurence Dermott , on the one hand , and William Dickey and
Thomas Harper on the other hand , there is a wide and well-ni gh
impassable gul f , so between Dickey and Harper and Robert
Leslie is there a gulf that is still wider and still more impassable.
Laurence Dermott , Ahiman Rezon in hand , stands on the very
highest eminence in ' 'Anc ien t " Masonry, of which during the
greater part of the lirst 40 years of its existence he was , firstl y,
the organiser , and , latterl y, the administrator ; Dickey and Harper
occupy inferior positi ons , and Robert Leslie nnd the rest of his
" Ancient " worthies positions that were inferior st ill. Neverthe-
less, he was a us eful officer of his kind , ancl could do a day 's
drud gery witb the best of bis minor contemporaries. A pparently,
indeed , he had a mind that was characterised by a love for the
petty detail and technical phraseology so beloved of the small
attorney and notary public , to which profession he belonged. He
could follow an instruction , but not originate one , and there is
only a solitary instance that I have met with in the whole course
of his long secretarial career in which it is in evidence that he
stepped out ol" himself , and proposed a scheme that had any
pretensions to merit. It is of this  useful , but unor i ginal , Robert
Leslie that I have- comp iled from the "Ancient " records the
followin g brief memoir :

Leslie, like many of the  leading brethren of his day, belonged
to both organisations , being a member of the " Modern " Globe
Lodge and of "Ancient ," No. 5, now Albion Lod ge, No. 9, ancl
it is probabl y due to his connecti on with the latter , which was
Dermott 's favourite lod ge, that he was indebted for his advance-
ment in the  Society ; to this  in part , at all events , and in part to
his educational sup eriority over the mechanics , artisans and small
shop keepers, who , in London , formed the bulk of the " Ancient "
Society . His lirst elect ion to Grand Ollice was at the stated meet-
ing in September , .17 82 , when he was chosen Junior G. Warden ,
and subsequentl y installed. But in Marc h of the followin g year,
on the resignation of Bro. Charles Bearblock as G. Secretary
being accepted , Bro. Leslie was " discharged of his office of
J.G.W." and unanimo usl y chosen to (ill the vacant post , the
Deputy Grand Master at the time being Laurence Dermott. For
a time all went well , but little more than a year had elapsed
ere we read in the minutes of a special meeting on thc 2tjth
March , 17 84, that a motion was " made and seconded tbat tha*
Grand Lod ge be closed and formed into a Grand Committee ,"
which being done, and Bro. Dickey p laced in the chair , Bro. Leslie ,
as Grand Secretary, read a letier which had been addressed
to him by Bro. Dermott , D.G.M., under date , "Mi le  End ,
Marc h ioth , 17 S4," in which the Deputy takes him ro undl y to
task for a r ,umber of errors of omij sion and commission , but
chiefl y for havin g issued a circular full  of mistakes to the lod ges
and havin g taken upon himself  to exercise the dispensing power
of the Grand Master. In the course of this Idler occur such
passages of severe censure , as the following :

" 't was my earnest wish lo see you G.S. and f do still pro-
fess a great friendshi p for you. Tint I am amazed at the con-
tempt in which you .seem to bold the G.M. (and his Deputy) in
usurp ing his power in many cases. More par ticularl y in a
Dispensing power fo r  congregati ng and f orming a new lod ge
and makin g Freemasons , &c , contrary to your most solemn
engagements. Nor do I see how you can p lead innocence with-
out betray ing (he greatest ignorance in (he duly of your office.
Your talkin g of Endorsement is trul y ridiculous. Where does the
law of the Craft give you a dispensing power (even to make a
new M ason). Consult the printed Re gulations , you will not.



meet a line in favour of you. There it is onl y said that you
direct how such a Dispen sation may be obtained. Ancl as to
the private law (which ought to be your guide) it expressl y
forbids you.

" It is true that the Grand Secretary being th° proper custos
of thc Grand Seal , the G.M. has often (thoug h not always)
allowed him (the G.S.) libert y of granting a Dispensation for
immediate making of a new broth er in case of emergency. But
such makii 'ig must be in a Warranted Lodge and not elsewhere.
Neither is this done by Ri ght , but by Courtesy only. And the
power thus given extends no further than that of making a
Freemason (in a Regular Lodge) a few days sooner than the
stated time. A matter of no great consequence to the Craft .

"Of like contemptible comp lexion is your filling up the
number of davs and agreeing to immediate meetings and pro-
ceedings on dispensations before the dispensations arc signed
or even presented to the G.M. or bis Deputy. If these and such
like proceedings be the effects of want of skill in your office , In
the name of God wh y such obstinacy and strenuous postponing
the appointing a deputy who might assist you. _ For certain I
am sure lhat vou stand in great need of an Assistant. I hav e
seen many new lodges constituted but none so Hat as No. 221.
Should you ask why 1 did not cause* it to be belter performed , I
answer that my attention as G.M. rendere d me incapable of
doing the Grand Secretary 's duty. And yet I did much more
than my share and was loath to blame you for not doing many
part s of your duty , upon a supposition that you had not an
Opp ortunity of stud ying them. But though I hold you excusable ;
in this , yet I think you otherwise in not complying with the
orders of the Grand Lodge , whicb was ' That thenceforth there
should be two Secretaries ' I say this was the lirst motion made ;
(and carried unanim ousl y) after lhe dismission of Bearblock
(thoug h strange lo tell) omitted in your records."

Again :
" Who gave you authority lo negotiat e with Mr. Serjeant

(for No. 7) in such a manner as to induce him to range the
names of the Masons desi gned to compose his Lodge
under the Title of Lodge No. 7, whicb list he presented to mc
as the list of Lodge No. 7 ? Am I to suppose that Mr. Serjea nt
or any Freemason in his senses would attempt such a step
without having something which he considered as an authority
for what he was doing ? No, Sir , I cannot suppose any such
thing.

" And had I been otherwise , your Man (when he presented
a certain paper of yours) cured me effectuall y by te lling me in
the most peremptory manner that tbey have agreed wilh Mr.
Leslie for No. 7 ancl ' Master and Wardens must be installed
this evening, Mr. Leslie having engaged lo attend. ' Those
were his words verbatim , therefore needs no further comment."

But there is no need lo go into further  details. The Grand
Secretary read his rep ly, the space left for which is blank , ancl
then the Deputy G. Master submitted to the Grand Committee
a scries of 19 epiestions , lo each of which he requested an
answer These answers comp letel y ju stified the position taken
up by the Deputy ; but , very nat urall y, they were concerned at
such a difference havi ng arisen between these Grand Officers ,
and according ly they appended the; following resolution :—

" That it is with great concern this Committee sees a
difference subsisting between such officers of tbe Grand Lodge,
and from the <good op inion they have of both Parties, hope and
st rong ly Recommend th at any matter heard before thi s Com-
mittee wi ll  be lost in Oblivion , and that they will as Men and
Masons pursue the great work for which they was respectivel y

elected ; as any difference , even of sentiment between a
D.G.M. and Grand Secretary would injure the noble Fabric
of the Ancient* Craft." The 'D.G.M. and thc Grand Secretary
having been called , and thc Resolution read to them , they gave
their assent theret o , and Grand Committee was closed , "and
apparent l y, there was an end of the matter. But Dermott was
a very difficult man to cope with , and notwithstandin g the ;
resolution above quoted ancl the recommendation it contained
for the differences between him and Grand Secretary Leslie to
be buried in oblivion , he' seems to have determined upon oustiner
Leslie from his position , ancl in this he succeeded. But in the
steps he took to this end " the noble Fabric of thc Ancient
Craft " appears to have, undergone what at the *; time must have
proved a somewhat try ing experience. At the following
September Communication the Dep. G.M-., who was in the
chair , " informed the G. Lodge that he would not Act nor
advise or suffe r the Grand Master to Act with the present
G. Sec, who , he declared , incapable of his off ice , and if again
Re-elected , he would request leave of the G.M. to resign his
office. " This brought the CL Secretary to his feet , and he
expressed himself as being "astonished at such a declaration
from the Deputy," and said it was " as un-Masonical as it was
un-Manl y." The Secretary went on to describe the conduct of
the Deputy since the Resolution of 29th March to bury the whole
thing in oblivion , but the Deputy stood by his declaration , and
a Committee was appointed " to hear , inquire into , and report."
On Leslie being subsequentl y put in nomination for the Secre-
taryshi p, the Deputy left the chair , and Bro. Peter Fehr, J.G.W.,
presided in his stead. Leslie, having been re-elected by show of
hands , declined the oflice on the ground that "he did not wish
to press himself upon the G.L. as Secy , nor by any means to
deprive the L. of tbe assistance of the Deputy." As the con-
fusion increased , the G. Secretary requested the Deputy to
resume the chair , and on this being done , " beg'cl leave to decline
any contest for the office of G. Sec." At a meeting of the
Committee in October the Deputy continued his opposition to
Leslie; and all his acts, and also to other matters that were
brought forward , on the ground of its incompetency to deal with
them. At the. regular meeting in December , Grand Lodge had
the question of the Grand Secretaryshi p before it , and certain
brethren were nominated as candidates for the office , the
election being fixed for the (irst Wednesday in March , till
when Bro. Leslie agreed to carry on the. duties , and in the
course of the ; proceedings a resolution was proposed and carried
neni. con. : " That the* Thanks of this R.W.G.L. be now given
to Bro. Leslie , U.S., for his past ancl present conduct in his
Office of G.S." On the 27th December a letter from the
Deputy was read , in which he took Grand Lochge to task for the
illegality of the course il had pursued , on which Grand Lodge
passeel a vote of censure on the Deputy, and the- Earl of Antrim
was proclaimed G.M., and the Wardens-elect installed. At a
special communication on the 31st January, 17 85, the squabble-
was cont inued , and the Deputy, who was present , called upon
the Secretary for his accounts , and obj eeted to certain charges
therein. But the vote of censure on the Deputy was taken off.
Al the March meeting the minutes of the ist December , 17 84,
were rescinded , when it was point ed out lhat they included a
vole of thanks  to Bro. Leslie for his conduct as G. Secretary, a
fresh resolution in his favour was passed , ancl ultimately Bro.
John McCormick , P.M. No. 6, was elected without a contest as
G. Secretarv , vice Leslie ; res igned.

Thus was Leslie forced into a position in which , the only alter-
native ' to his own retirement from oflice was that of the Deputy
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N these days of east-end "settlements " and widespread
activity in every lield of charitable work , it is not
necessary to descant—especiall y to Masons—on
the poverty of such districts as Bethnal Green ,
Shoreditch , Homerton , Mackney Wick , &c. To
our readers , these place-names will brin e; visions of

• ' narrow streets of busy thoro uj rlifares lined by houses
in .vary ing stages of decayed respectability , of men and women
whose lives are one long struggle for bare existence , and of
children—ah yes ! children everywhere '—p lay ing in the streets
(those " mean " streets that somehow seem to elude the sunshine
altogether!) fetching father 's beer, " minding " the baby ,
hanging on to the backs of tlie trams and busses, full  of life , full
of fun , undamped by dismal surroundings , and full of affection
and generous feeling too, dear reader , if onl y these qualities
were not in manv cases stunted and crushed within them bv the
sordid every day troubles of poverty ! Our readers will doubtless
have a general knowled ge of all these things , bul the particular
branch of charitable work to which we now wish to draw their
attention , will not be so familiar to them. We refer to the work
of the Hosp ital for Children in Hackney Road , Bethnal Green ,
which has laboured strenuousl y, unostentatiousl y, for the past 33
years, in the thickly -populated area wc have indicated.

It is not too much to say that the NORTH EASTERN
HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN , as it is called , is the onl y institution
of its special kind for a population of over half a mill ion. It
strives and strugg les to do its duty by these people with but 57
beds ancl wilh utterly inadequate accommodation for every
branch of its work. Ten accidents a day, 1200 Out-patient
attendances in a week , between 700 and iSoo children admitted
to the wards in a year : such is the talc of that work , and the
Committee can point with pride lo the excellent manner in
which it is done , in sp ite of small rooms and absence of suitable
buildings.

No increase has been made in tin* size of the hosp ital for 20
years. The Committee , however , have always been ful l y alive to
the necessities of the case , and have had before them a compre-
hensive scheme of enlargement for some years past. Various
circumstances—the South African War being the latest—have
led to the repeated postp onement ol" the much-needed buildin g
operations , and in the meantime Ihe pressure on the: present
small accommodation has been felt with ever-increasing ae ute-
ness. Strong ly urged fonvard by local public op inion , the
Committee have entered , after exhaustive consideration , upon a
scheme- of enlargement whicli i.s estimated to cost £40,000.
Toward s this sum £5500 is alread y available , and their
appeal is now for £34,500. Thc buildin g to face Hackney
Koad , estimated to cost £25,000 (i.e. th e part 'of the general
scheme which it is proposed to . undertake in thc lirst instance),
must be commenced early next year, or the sum of £3000 (a
legacy and a donation conditionall y allocated ) will be lost to
the Hosp ital. We might plead u rgen cy for the appeal on this
account alone , but we would direct the < -;aze of our readers to
the underl y ing cause of the  appeal—the: children of London 's
vast industrial population.

A Seasonable Request.
Look into the despairing face of a tired mother carrying her

child from the hosp ital where no bed can be found in which to
nurse its little sickl y frame back lo healthfulness —follow her
home— "home ," perhaps one room in a narrow street of Bethnal
Green. Her husband is ill or out of work or earning scarce) y
anything. She herself is a wage-earner , and the loss of half-a-
day is a serious matter to her and to her four or live other
children. The sick little one must lie there in the crowded room
amid nameless discomforts unt i l  the mother can manage to leave
work again and go on her weary pil grimage to the other
hosp itals.

This is no fancy case , it is typ ical of the 700 or Soo that are
sent away from the iloors of this hosp ital every year . Here is
urgency indeed ! We do not , however , seek to touch the heart
onl y. We appeal also to the head. Our hospitals are mighty
eng ines of social reform in ovir midst , and their influence for
good on our whole social fabric is incalculabl y great. This is
even more emp haticall y true when app lied to hosp itals for
children , and we, therefore , the more strong ly u rge upon our
readers the necessity for enlarg ing the NORTH EASTERN
HOSPITAL , SO as to make it more adequate to the work that is
required of it. Let the head j ud ge, and then let the heart
dictate !

The Bishop of Stepney (a Vice-President of the Institution),
Lord Frederick FitzRoy (the Chairman), Mr. J. Lister Godlee
(the Treasurer), and Alderman Sir William P. Treloar (a member
of the Committee), have recentl y signed a letter appealing for
the £34,500 required to carry out the entire scheme , and
with such men behind it success should attend the effort now
being made to raise this money.

lhe following are amongst the larger donations that have
been alread y received or promised :—

£ s. el. £ s. a,
MaunVe- KiilTe -r, !-.s<|. (to I K; Corporation of the City (if

yiven on!)- when the- bt iilel- London 52 10 u
in-*: is actuall y comme-v.eel) 51x1 o o C.C.(conilitional unsulliocnt

T. W. P .soo o i ) money for li 'i 'Min-* * lieini f
the Cio'clsniilhs ' Company .. ( HIO ei ei e:o',!eclei! hy '.he Jj ot h A pril ,
.Messrs. Hania!" Jlros. t i i t im lo/'l ) lOtin o ('

K-.'..-1'.i* of lhe late W'oolf Lorel Crimthorpe , O.C. ... 100 o 11
Joe')... ... i 

... ... .500 n 11 Mrs. Wi'lot -h- ... .' 1 o,,,, „ „
Prince- of Wales' Hosp ital The Bishop of I.oneliii- , from

l-'unil (in addition lo an lhe Marriott Hcipiest (cim-
.\nniialSiil]scri |i:ioiiof^ .',ioo) J ,D o o ilitional on liuildin- r hc-itiji

Rt. 1 lon. Cecil J. Kliinles ... 5_> u, i> commenced liy .April, 10,01) jooo ri 0

We are glad to see that the Prince of Wales ' Hosp ital Fund
has set the seal of its appr oval on this important scheme of
hosp ital development.

The war has exhausted many purses for the present , but  it
has enriched some others, and we do not see why the Committee
of the NORTH EASTERN HOSPITAL should have any fear of
getting all the money they want within a reasonable time. We
wish them luck in their good work , and we strong ly commend
their appeal to the generous consideration of all good Masons .

Il onl y remains to he saiel that cheques should he crossed
Barclay & Cei., Limited , and should be sent lo the: Secretary
Mr. T. Glenton-Kerr , at the City Oflice , 27, Clements Lane. E.C,



G. Master , which in no circumstances could have been allowed.
That , bv his acts of omission and commission he , in the lirst
instance , broug ht upon himself the j ust censure ol Dermott
cannot for onc 'inoment be doubled—the answers recorded in the.
minul r s  us having been returned to the Deputy 's queries , though
expressed in temperate language , bearout this view; but one cannot
hel ,) symp athising with the retired G.S. on f indin g himself pressed
with such virulence in a manner  which , to use Leslie's own
words , was " as un-Masonical as il was un-Manl y." However ,
Bro. Leslie occasionally attended Grand Lodge, and in December ,
17. .0 , when there was no longer a Dermott to vex him , he was
again chosen Grand Seeretary, and remained in office till the
Union , having the honour  to serve under three successive Deputy
Grand Masters , namel y, Bros. James A gar (1790 10 1794), William
Dickev (1794 to 1800), and Thomas Harper from ;8oo till 1813,
the last-named having been appointed by Grand Secretary Leslie
as his Deputy in 179 1 , and continuing to act in that capacity
unt i l , on Bro . Dickey 's death , he was recommended for and
appointed to the oflice of Dep. G. Master , when Bro. Edwards
Harper was chosen and appointed as Deputy or Asst. Grand
Secretary. Owing, it may be to his appointing a Deputy , ancl
also , no doubt , to his having less over-bearing brethren in the
imp ortant position of Deputy G. Master , Bro. Leslie may be said
to have acquitted himself  well during his second term of 23'
years as Grand Secretary . But he does not impress one as
having been an ideal officer. Mentally he appears to have been ,
as we have said , a small man , with narrow views and not a little
conceit , whi le  in the discharge of his duties he must have required
a good deal of prompting. Moreover , there are numerous gaps
in his record of the minutes—gap s that were left for the insertion
of imp or t an t  letters and memoranda generally, which, as they
were never filled , do not appear to hav e concerned him greatly,
though from what we: learn- of them from lhe minutes, they
must have been well worth enlerinsr .

But though we cannot regard Bro. Leslie as a model Grand
Secretary , English Masonry must  for all t ime be deeply indebted
to him for the services he rendered the " Ancient " Craft by
preserving its Institution for clothing and educating the sons of
Masons " according to the Old Institutions " from the perilous
position in which it was placed on the bankruptcy of William Bur-
wood , its "institutor ," in 1804. He (Leslie) had acted as Secretary
of the School almost from its establishment , and knew well , there-
fore , the need there was for such an organisation. Hence , when
Burwood was in monetary dilliculties , which mi ght have caused
the breakdown of the School , Bro. Leslie, from his place in
(irand Lod ge-, boldl y came lo ils rescue , and we read in the
minutes  of the  communication held under the presidency of Bro.
Thomas Harper on the 3rd January , 1805, that " Pursuant lo
notice , it was recommended by the Grand Secretary to the
consideration of the meeting the establishing a Charity for
Cloathing and educating the Children of Indi gent Free Masons
—the* revenue s of whicli Charity lo be collected and disbursed
without any charge being made on account thereof ; the business
to be conducted al the Stewards' Lodge and under the Orders
thereof , on their  usual nights of meeting, and under tlu: immediat e
direction of the Grand Lodge—the Funds of this Charity, how-
ever , to he kept separate and distinct from the General Fund of
Charily of and belonging to the- Grand Lodge. "After some time
spent in consideration ol the' subject upon hearing sev 1 of the
R.W. and W. Brethren present the further  consideration thereof
was adjourned. " The' minutes are silent as to whether any
resolution embod y ing this  proposal was considered and adopted ,
nor is it material to inquire further. Suffice it lo say that iu

• the pr inted Proceedings of lhe Grand Lodge for the quarter
to the end oi June , 1806, will be found a statement of
account , from which , and from subsequent statements of a
similar  k ind , we learn that Bro. Leslie acted as Treasurer
of the Institution , and rendered his accounts periodicall y,
which accounts we're published in the aforesaid pr inted
Proceedings of the: (irand Lodge. Bro. Leslie continued lo act
in this capacity for the Boys' Inst i tut ion until  the beginning of
the year 1815, when Bro . Isaac Lindo was chosen his successor.
Thus but  for the act of Bro. Leslie the Inst i tut ion founded by
Bro. Burwood would have been lost to the Craft , and to him
according l y we express the sincere grat i tude whicli all Masons
must feel for pr eserving to us what has since become "The Royal
Masonie - I n s t i t u t i o n  for Boys." When we th ink  of this , and of
the  wel l ni gh i n f i n i t e  good w h i c h  has re sulted , we can afford ro
pass li gh t l y over the many shortcomings which Leslie undoubtedl y
exhibited as Grand Secretary,

G. BLIZARD ABBOTT.

[AU. l i l i i l l T r i  I l K S H l t V K U . ]

A TALK OF MYSTERY.

BY T. C. WALLS.
Author of " The Rial Ihrom My stery ," " A Niij ltl of 1'eril ," " The Old

Manor Hmtse." " Saved hi) a Sinn," " Tha Secret, Tribunal ,"
h\i!al X/i'r ¦* •¦¦*./ I'OH ," " The Hermit of Dun slanboroug h,"

" The Vision nf Eril ," "A Life's Haired ,"
" The Legend of Dead Man 's Wood,"

" Love aud LntjcMij ," y]'c , yj' c-

CHAPTER I.
^f^^^^r'v-'pgrw^^'i^r-CT T ,,,-. r t -T 1  , , ¦

vjAzsZ?//^. ̂  
l -l-HIN a large und well-proportioned room , at the timo

Wmf l&Wî  
when George the Fourth was King, was .seated a man

II I'll felll
]
\ °^ m'lW° !> oe whose refined features were over-

|VNs^Jwr/ (& shadowed by an expression of deep sadness. The
lij^ggife ĵ &sd walls of 

the 
apartment wore lined with massive book-

cases. The handsome furniture was of black oak
quaint ly  carved. Suspended from tlie coiling was a bronze lamp
of. classic design so shaded as to shed its bright light only upon
objects in its immediate vicinity. In a recess there stood au old
world-clock with a brazen dial that shone brightly in thc ruddy
beams from the lire that blazed on the hearth. The sole occupant
ofth e chamber sat at a table with his cheek l-esling on his hand. lie
was evidentl y in a deep lit of musing. Occasionall y he closed his
eyes wearily and his li ps epiivereel as if some painful recollections
were being conjured up. Presently the abstraction of the man and
the stillness of the room were broken by the clock chiming tho four
quarters as a prelude to its resonantl y striking thc hour of eleven.

" Another hour gone," he murmured , "and no news. This sus-
pense is almost too much for mc. My nerves arc unhinged and my
mind is sorel y troubled. Fifteen months ago there lived not in this
old village a happier nv.ui than I. Every thing was prosperous with
me. Domestic happiness in all its cherished phases was mine. A wife

lie sat trazing incilitalive 'ly at the lire,
to all intents and purposes loving and trusted. The partner and
sharer of my joys and sorrows, my si niggles and triumphs. One
also whose presence bri ghtened the surroundings of life by her
vivac i ty  and innate cheerfulness and whose sole object in existence
was 1111 endeavour to niiike others happy . Her actions throughout
the sixteen long years of onr union were blameless and her tniun -
lestulions of affection towards me were apparentl y dee]) auel sincere.
Then too, the love she bore for our onl y son , alas, poor youth , fat"
better would it have been if he had never drawn the breath of life !

3aspev '8 3Foll\> .



Sad, sad to think that , a being endowed and moulded by nature with
graces of mind and body, gifted also with other qualities that might
have raised him high above the common herd of humanity  is now-
lying an inert mass of clay. Where are his noble asp ir i t ions Y—
Vanished like himself ! To-ni ght I feci strangel y moved. An
oppression of mind greater than usual casts its gloomy spell over
me;  an inward monitor seems to whisper that my short stay on
earth is drawing to a close. This presentiment, troubles me nofc as
life possesses no joy to nio: I onl y wish to live long enough to clear
the mystery surrounding the disappearance of my wife—if that  be
possible, f am glad that t commenced to pen last night an account
of the matter. When 1 am gone the manuscri pt may interest those
in whose hands'it may fall. Who knows but it may some day be of
use in unravelling the mystery ?" He unlocked a drawer in his
desk and drew forth a MS. He perused it , added a few lines, and
with a sigh placed the document on the table. " f cannot write
more," he murmured. " It re-opens the old wound. M y thoughts
li y back to those happy days before desolation and grief took
possession of me. How oppressive the air is ! "

At that instant vivid li ghtning illumined that part ot the huge
apartment hitherto shrouded in gloom. A terrific peal of thunder
followed so loud and near that it seemed to shake the old house to
its foundations. Thc casement of the room had folding doors which
led to a stone terrace overlooking an old-time garden with its
quaintl y cut yews, prim lawns and box-ed ged paths.

Ere the thunder had ceased to reverberate, the fi gure of a man
approached the window and noiselessly opened the doors. He entered
thc apartment and quickl y concealed himself within the folds of the
window curtains. However, he need not have been so cautious, as
his entry was -unsuspected by the occupant of the room, who was
sitting with his back to the window and was gazing meditatively at
the fi re.

"Nature, like myself ,' he mused , " is troubled to-night. Her
mood is forbidding. My feelings and the elements are in accord . Is
my mind about to become ilisrsuig lit ? Will insanity engulf mc in a
vortex of mental chaos ? Gracious God ! spare me from such a living
death. What has the world at large done to me that at the present
moment I should entertain so strong a feeling of bitterness against
it ? " He then arose and paced the room with an agitated mien.
His hands were clasped behind him , and his eyes w ere cast
downward .

He suddenl y paused and directed his gaze towards a por trait that
adorned the wall, lt represented the half-leng th fi gure of a beautiful
girl on the verge of womanhood. It was an excellent work of art.
The broad and intellectual forehead was framed with ringlets of
a golden hue ; the violet-coloured eyes were shadowed by handsome
lashes, and in their limp id depths there shone forth the rellection of
a pure and gifted mind. The contour of the face was oval , the cheeks
were full , and the complexion clear and roseate. The great beaufcy
of the charming countenance was the mobile mouth ; the artist hail
happ il y caught an expression when the fair sitter was in a joyous
humour ; tho full red li ps were wreathed in smiles, and thc rounded
checks were becomingly dimpled. The picture presented not the

" Ktlii 'l , ileal ' 1,11c," he passionalely i-i-ieil , "weiiilel tha i  you eoalil spe'ak
to me."

artificial pose of a coquette , nor the  wanton abandonment of a
sensualist, such as Lely loved to pourtray. but  11 v ivid  presentment of
natura l and youthfu l  grace and purity The lovel y features were the
index of the innocent soul that dwell within.

The light from the embers played fantasticall y on the portrait
"and gave it the appearance of liie. To the man who gazed with long
yearning on the picture the eyes seemed to glisten, the lips to move
aud the beautiful bust to rise and fall witli living regularity.

" Ethel, dear one," he passionately cried , " would that you could
speak to ine ! Oh , why did you forsake me ? In }*on creation
limned by a gifted hand your sweet eyes are gazing at me as they
did in thafc long ago when thero was no cloud to shadow the happi-
ness of our young lives. In that fair face there is no trace of evil ,
nothing guilty, nothing insincere. Hypocrisy and dup licity held
no place in thy soul ! Oh, Ethel , Ethel , my heart is breaking !
Come back to me, my love, as life without you is but a' dreary
desert ! If I could but know that you were no longer alive, it would
be a mournful yet happy relief to me, as I should then court an
eternal rest. Oblivion would present no terrors to me. As it is I
cling to life , buoyed with the hope that you may yet return to me.
My heart yearns once more to enfold you within these arms and to
breathe forgiveness for the past. Forgiveness ! Fool that I am.
What is there to forgive ? I am speaking as if your action in leaving
me was premeditated. There is some great mystery about your
sudden disappearance and long silence which no investigation has at
present solved."

The speaker left fche vicinity of the portrait and advanced towards
the casement.

At that instant an almost blinding flash of li ghtning shone luridly
through thc glass • then came a fearfu l crash, followed by an awful
peal of thunder.

He rushed to the window, opened the doors, and peered forth
into the night.

" The lightning has done some mischief ," he cried. " Something
in the courtyard has been struck."

He was not left long in doubt. The skies were again illumined
by the storm's forked messengers of destruction , and ere the radiance
died out the spectator beheld the shattered remains of a tall watch-
tower that had been a prominent aud picturesque obj ect in the
grounds.

"Jasper's Folly," he muttered- grimly, " has come to grief at last.
I well remember my old nurse telling me its history and the tradition
associated with it. So long as tho tower stood prosperity and happi-
ness would attend the house of Mortimer , but if destruction overtook
it the extinction of the famil y would speedil y feillow. I recollect ,
also, that after my father 's death I found among his papers some
rugged lines written in the quaint phraseology of the First James's
time. For amusement I wrote out the effusion in modern English.
By the way, it lies in yonder desk, it i.s years since I read it. The
weird prop hecy it contains, mcthinks , is apparentl y Hearing its con-
summation. Wife gone, my only sou dea d, and J , to the best of my
belief , the last male descendant of the ancient race of Mortimer.

He then sat down and read ulouel the following stanzas :—
"J A S V K H 'S FOU.Y."

At Mortimer Hall there stands a tower,
By the folly of proud Sir Jasper reared ;

Within its gloom th ero nestles the bower
Of his haughty Dame, onco hated and feared.

Old folk say that she a power did wield
O'er the doughty old knight of courage bold ;

He, who grim Death had faced on battl e field ,
Quailed beneath her eye, and his heart grew cold. '

By her stern will WHS raised the tower great—
That eyry of mystery, far and near.

It was there she read the bright stars of Fate,
Or the " black art " studied when nights were drear.

There came a day when, within thc old Hall,
Sir Jasper mourned for the loss of his Dame ;

They said that thc Devil had made his call ,
For she dead was found half consumed by flame.

The legend states that she predicted ill
To the Mortimer race and statel y Hall ,

If , by tempest 's power or human will ,
Black ruin should rive the grey tower tall.

When he had finished reading again was the lightning seen and
heavy thunder heard.

" What an awful ni ght ," he murmured. " My visitor will not bo
here now. The man who faced snch a storm as this among the hills
would need to have a stout nag and a brave heart. I will fasten tho
casement , and then to bed. "

As he rose from his seat a tremor shook his frame.
" Pshaw ! " he exclaimed , " this condition of body i.s morbid. My

thoughts, the storm , and the ballad of ' .Jasper 's Foll y ' have com-
bined to make me a veritable coward . J am all nerves ! If I werc *
superstitious I should swear tha t  1 saw yonder curtains move, and
that some horror was in the room. G reat God ! 1 am going mad !
What is it that confronts me Y Can such things be Y I am lost! "

The speaker staggered forward ; a shadowy fi gure emerged from
the gloom. There was a fierce strugg le, then there came a piercing
cry—the cry of one in mortal agony. A heavy fall was heard , the
lamp was extinguished , and an awful  stillnes reigned. The silence
appeared the greater as the terrible storm had ceased.

* * * * * * *
It was a be autiful morning. The air was fresh , and the heavens

smiled.



The tempest of the previous ni ght , al though ifc had raged but a
short time yet it had been a most deslructive one. In thc park-like
lands of Mortimer several lino trees that had borne for ages un-
seal lied the brunt of manv storms sho weel the terrific effect of the
lightning 's power.

In the quaint court yard there was ly ing the debris of the watch-
'tower that had for years been an attractive object in the landscape
-for miles around. Strange to relate the servants had not been dis-
•turbed nor aroused by its fall .  The first to make the discovery was
a stable-boy, who had to rise with the lark. He rubbed his still
dro wsy eyes in bewilderment , and then ran back to the stable and
roused the head groom.

•IJ '

There was a fierce stra^le, I hen there came a i)ieTciny e-ry, the 0-3- of
one in mortal uifonv.

"Jlisler Roger, git nop ! Soinethin ' orl'ul 'as 'appened ," he
Wildl y cried. " Owd Jasper 's Tow 'r be all of a 'cep. 'J'h' yard is
choked ful l  o' rubbish , and th' jackdaws nt  th' loss o' their young uns
is cliulteriii ' an ' sqiiealin ' all over the place. Won't the Squoirc be
sorry ! "

The groom quickl y dressed , and with the lad hurried to the
scene of the disaster.

'" Take my horse to the slahles , my lail , I will liml my wny to the hall."

At  thai  moment  Ihe hell of t h e  ou te r  gale was rang. The boy
liiistene I to se'o who it was l h a t  t h u s  eni - .'y soug ht  admi t  lance. Thc
v i s i t o r  proved In he a gi - i i t le inan.  l i e  had dismounted , and was
hold ing  t h e  br id le  of his  horse.

" Js Mr Moi'liuier at Louie r " he inquired.

" Yes, sir ; that he be," said the lad , touching his cap, " but
Squoirc don 't rise early. Since his lady left he sits oop arf th'
noi ght , an ' then keeps 'is bedroom till mid-doy. "

" Take my horse to the stables, my lad. I will find my way to
tho Hall. "

As he crossed the court yard he encountered Roger, who was
gazing ruefull y at the effects of the ni ght's storm.

" This is a serious accident , my man ," said the stranger , pointing
to the ruins. " It must have been a terrible stroke of lightning to
have wroug ht such destruction . At what hour did it happen ?"

" I can t say , sir , was the reply. " I went to bed soon after ten
last ni ght , and just as the storm was brewing. I was soon asleep,
and heard nothiii '. The servants' wing is some distance away from
here. No ono was roused , f believe. Have you called to see Squire,
sir Y " he respectfull y asked.

" 1 bave," answered the other. " I had an appointment with him
last night , but could not keep it. My horse is a mettlesome one, and
cannot face li ghtning. I was about to canter over , but the storm
broke, and therefore , for the sake of my neck , I deemed it prudent
to postpone the visit till this morning. I am led to believe that
Mr. Mortimer, when in health , invariably arises early. It is now on
the stroke of six. Is hc stirring yet Y "

"The Squire , in elitys gone hy, was one of the first; in the Hall to
get up, sir," said the man. "Many and many a time has he risen
before the servants, and , saddling his horse, has enj oyed a gallop
before breakfast. Ah ! those werc in the happy days, sir. There
was not a better tempered gentleman or kinder master in the world.
When mourning and trouble came on us every thin' was upset. Poor
master ! " and the speaker 's voice quivered. " If it pleases you to
follow me, sir, I will sec if Jonson , the Squire 's man, be up."

lhe visitor was then conducted to an ante room. Shortly after
Jonson , the valet, entered and inquire d :

" Is your business of importance , sir Y Mr. Mortimer 's strict
orders are that no one is to tlisturb him till lie rings. For some time
past he has not been at all well , and his hours of retiring to rest and
of rising, have been most irregular."

" My business is most important ," urged the stranger. " As T
have previously explained to the servants I saw in the courtyard, I
was to have called upon him last night, but the outbreak of the
storm prevented me. Here is my card ; please take it to him. If
he be asleep do not disturb him. I will wait till he rings for you."

The valet , with a bow , took tho card and quitted the room. A
few minutes elapsed , there was the sound of hurry ing footsteps, the
door of the ante-room opened , and Jonson entered with blanched
cheeks and wild , staring eyes.

"My God , sir!" he cried , " 'tis awful. So sudden. My head is
in a whirl. "

" What has happened Y" inquired thc visitor, in tones of alarm.
'* Pray compose yourself."

" It is not thc time for composure, sir, when one of the dearest
and best of men is ly ing dead , 1 think , upstairs."

" Dead ! " echoed the other. " Merciful Providence , I am
shocked."

"l'ollow me. sir, said the valet , as he rushed from the room.
The stranger quickl y followed , and was taken to the library. The

apartment was in confusion , chairs were overturned , the glass of the
table lamp was broken , and the folding doors of the window were
wide open. Lying on Ins back upon the floor was the late owner of
the Hall . His face wore an awful look , thc eyes were horribly
distended , the cheeks were swollen and discoloured , the teeth wero
clenched , and ti ghtl y clutched in the dead man's hand was the
boll-pull.

" Was it apoplexy, sir Y ' queried the valet , " or was master
overtaken by a fit of madness Y He has severa l times of late told
me that he thought his reason was giving way. Sometimes lie
woulel pace the room like a wild animal in its cage, and would
speak strangely. When he was in those moods I durs t not approach
h im!"

lhe other answered not , but , stoop ing down , placed his hand upon
the heart of the Squire and loosened the cravat. The stranger shook
his head sadl y, and , starting to his f eet , he exclaimed "Your Master
has been dead for liours , and lie died not by natural causes. Hc has
been foull y murdered."

" Murdered ! " repeated the other , " But how r* There i.s no blood
nor sign of a wound Y "

"He was strangled ," was the startling admission " and the
murd erer has used his poer victim 's cravat to effect his purpose.
Look for yourself." The valet part ly removed the cravat , and then
saw livid marks up on the ileud man 's throat.

"At what time did you last see your late master alive Y "
demanded the  stranger.

" Shortl y alter nine o clock sir , ' was the reply. "1 saw him
sitting here facing the fi re. The days have beeu very warm but
the  ni ghts of late have beeu cold. The Squire gave orders to have
the lire lit at six o'clock yesterday evening. This was elone. I asked
him when I saw him later, if 1 should assist h im to undress. He
said ' Xo, as he was expecting to meet a friend. ' He bade me
to sit up t i l l  ten , and if the visitor did not arrive by that time I was
to go to bed. I then asked him if the maid should prepare any
lofresliineiit for his expected guest. He only shook his head. I left
the  room and according to his ins t ruc t ions  I waited up t i l l  about
ten. I went to sleep and was not disturbed during the ni ght."

" I was , as I havc.said , the visitor that he expected ," remarked the
other. " Would to heaven that 1 had faced the storm : " ho then added ,



" this deed would not have taken place as I should havo been here
befo re ten and in all probability should have stayed all night. 

^ 
Poor

Mortimer, you deserved a better fate ! Peace to thy memory ! "
" What  is to be done , sir Y " anxiousl y asked the man.
" Yon must, as a matter of form , go for the nearest doctor ,

altoiig h your master is past all mortal aid. Also, bring hi ther  a
magistrat e and the village constable. Every thing in the room must
remain as ifc is till they arrive. I will stay here with the body till
you return .

By this time thc fair morning was advancing and gaily the birds
were singing. Through the open casement thc sweet air laden with
the perfume of flowers stole softl y in. The rays of the bright sun
graduall y shone into the room and played about the dead man's face.
Without the doors was smiling life in all its varied forms and
revelling in joyotisncss. Within was frowning death solemn and still.
There in ceild' oblivion lay the late envied lord of many acres with
sightless orbs up turned. Strange to relate the eyes were fixed upon
the portrait of the wife he had loved so well and grieved for so long.
His constant thoughts waking and sleep ing were centred in her.
Alas ! hc had gone"to the " great unknown " with hopes frustrated—
His yearning desire fo sec her if alive or if dead to mourn her loss
was for ever ungratified.

CHAPTER II.

It was not long ere the village doctor , a justice and a constable
appeared on the scene. The medico 's examination of the body was
speedil y accomplished. " Poor Mortimer ," he murmured , " what
an awful cud was thine. One of the kindest hearted men who ever
lived. What could have prompted th y murderer to do this foul
deed."

The strancer then said : " Perhaps, robbery was the cause. The
housebreaker may have been caught in thc act of purloining by Mr.
Mortimer, may have been known to him , a struggle ensued , and , to
•prevent capture or subsequent detection , the wretch murdered my
poor friend."

"That may be so," remarked the doctor. " Jonson ," he added ,
addressing the valet , who still seemed greatly agitated , " is any-
thing of value missing from this room Y "

"Not that I am aware of , sir , said the man. " lhe Squire
kept some valuable old miniatures , snuff boxes and watches, which
were heirlooms in this cabinet , but the locks have not been tampered
with. Those large candlesticks on the mantel piece are silver gilt
and should have-tempted a thief. "

Bryant , the village constable, then spoke : "Mr. Jonson , is the
key of the cabinet amongst those on that bunch yonder '-' "

" Yes, Mr. Bryant," was the reply, " the Squire always kept all
his private keys together." Thc constable then proceeded to try
which key fitted the locks of Ihe cabinet , and , having attained his
object hc opened the drawers and there found a collection of curios
and objects of personal use and adornment as described by the valet.

" This disposes , I th ink ," he said , '* of the theory of robbery. I
thou » 'hfcat firs t tha t  af ter  the crime the murderer mi ght have opened
the drawers , secured the valuables , and I'or some reason of his own
have re-locked the cabinet. "

"M y theory is," remarked the  doctor , " that the murderer, terror-
stricken at the dire result of his crime, lied wi thout  stopp ing to secure
any booty .

' "Or hc may have been disturbed ere he had time to overhaul thc
contents of the room," broke in the stranger , "and , fearful of dis-
covery, have lied."

"He could not have been disturbed , gentlemen ," respectfull y
suggested the  valet. '* I was the hist of the household to go to bed ,
and not one of us arose t i l l  hall-past live this morning. No one was
distiubed during the ni ght . "

"Doctor Daley, how long, th ink  you , has Mr. Mortimer been
dead Y " asked the ju st ie-e , who had been au attentive listener.

" Between six und seven hours ," was f l ic  decisive rep ly.
" Jonson , was the casement open as it now is when you discovered

the body Y " queried the justice.
'* Yes, sir , noth ing iu the room has been interfered with.  This

gentleman ," indicating the  stranger , '• called at six this mornin g to
see thc Squire. I went upstairs to master 's bedroom and knocked
severa l t imes at the door. Receiving no reply, 1 opened the door,
which 1 may ti ' ll you was the ' custom of the  Squire never to lock. I
saw that t lie bed had not been slept in.  That eliel not alarm inc.
because the Squire has many times sat up al l  ni ght in the library
readme' anil wr i l ing .  He would , perhaps , on those occasions snatch
a few hours ' sleep iu t he  middle of t h e  day. I may also te l l  you ,
"entlonien. that I'or some mouths  past he h.-e* been very stra nge in
his milliner. ' have severa l t imes ventured fo  ask him to consult
Doctor Daley as to his health ,  but  he onl y 1 rented my concern with
indifference. " I at once procei 'ded to the libra ry, and I found every-
thin g in confu sion , as you now sec i t . "

" Now , Bryant . '' saiel the: just ice, '' e -xh ih i t  your skill . "
The constable went to the ca sement and p ointed out  flic marks of

mudd y boots on the  long cur ta ins .  He t l i e -n  went  out  on the  terrace
ami elesceiieleel the steps. His companions curiousl y followed h im.
Pointing to the pa th , he said :

'* Gentleme n , there are the fo otp r in ts  of the murderer , who entered
and left the room by t h e  casement. "

Stoop ing down ,  he careful l y examined the  marks .
'The murderer was wearing heavy hob-nailed boots , and jiiel ging

by the size and tread of the impressions , I should say that hc was a
big and powerful man."

Proceeding down the path he carefull y followed the track, but as
the path grew harder the foot prints became fainter and fainter, till
they final ly disappeared.

'' Gentlemen ," said he, with a shrug of disappointment , " the
heavy rainfall has washed all further traces away."

" ̂ T'?f ^
lc 

'iUe ^r * Mortimer a strict preserver of game on his
estate Y " asked the stranger curiously. " My object in enquiring is
that perhaps he may have dealt harshly with poachers , and thus
have incurred the enmit y of one of the gang."

"No, sir," said Mr. Courtley, the justice , "our poor friend was
far too easy with that class. He' never 'was harsh , nor would he allow
the keepers to be. Sometimes when the fellows have been caught
red-handed , he, being in the Commission of the Peace, managed to
prevail upon our Bench .to let them off with easy sentences. He was
such a dear fellow that, to oblige him , our sentences were very light.
He was very good-natu red, and was constantly sending parcels of
game to his tenantry, both well-to-do and poor . I don't believe that
he had an enemy in the village or surrounding country ; he was
belovcel by all. Ifc will be a time of general sorrow when the people
hear of this night's sad work. In the winter he would visit thc poor
and sick, and send them money and necessaries. When a poor
tenant died he would defray the costs of the funeral and look after.
those that he or she bad left penniless behind."

"Mr. Courtley speaks truly," said the doctor. "Many times has
the late Squire called upon me and directed mc to do my best to
preserve life or to alleviate thc sufferings of his poor tenantry, and
my services were always liberally recognised."

Having token caref u l note ol everything in the room, the position
of the body, and the disarrangement of the furniture, the constable
picked up a table-cover that was lying on the floor, and thereby
brought to light a manuscript which m the death struggle had
probably been knocked off the open desk. He, with a bow, handed it
to the justice, who read aloud •—

'A sad page in the life of Ramilph Mortimer."
Struck with the title of the MS. thc speaker turned to his

companions and said :
"For the present I will take possession of this document,Doctor. I presume that no po st-mortem will be necessary Y "
"I presume not," rep lied the other ; "that is to say, unless the

coroner orders one. Mr. Mortimer died of strangulation , but uot byhis own hand. The disordered condition of the room, the muddyfoot prints on the curtains and terrace point conclusively to my mind
that hc was attacked suddenl y, rendered first unconscious, and then
strangled with his own neck-cloth."

" Have you not read or heard of cases where suicides have cunningly
so arranged matters as to mystify thc law as to whether they died by
their own hands or by those of an assassin Y " queried the stranger.

"I have," said the doctor , sharp ly, for he felt hurt that his
professional opinion had been questioned , "but this case presents no
such phase." He then went on: *' My idea is that the deceased
was sitting at the open desk reading or about to read the manu-
scri pt just discovered ; he heard a rustling in tho curtains, arose to
ascert ain the cause, and was at once attacked by some powerful
assailant , who rendered his victim insensible and then strangled
him. I admit that it is possible for a determined man to commit
suicide by strangulation—especiall y if hc were mad or on the border-
land of insanit y, when insensibility or a disregard to pain is a common
characteristic ; but he woulel not be able to do so with onc hand."

" Ono hand Y " echoed the stranger.
"Yes, by one hand ," firmly returned thc doctor, and regarding

the other strangely. " Do you not see that thc corded bell-pull is
tight l y grasped in his right hand Y "

"j onson ," interrup ted the justice , " where does the bell commu-
nication end Y "

*' In the corridor, sir , adjoining the servants ' rooms."
*' Are the  wires of the bell in good order Y " was the next query.
" Oh , yes, sir : at least they werc so last ni ght ," answered the

valet.
" I t  is very strange," remarked Mr. Courtley, musing ly, " that no

onu was aroused by i ts  riii iriiur. "
i - * t . n o

" If is possible,'* interposed the  doctor , '• that when w i t h  the last
effort of life lhe  deceased pulled thc bell a crash of thunder mi ght
have taken place at lhat moment and thus have deadened the sound
of its ring ing."

I'he constable , wi thou t  say ing a word and tn tho surprise of thc
others , unceremoniousl y left the room. Onl y a few seconds elapsed
ere he returned.

•' Gentlemen ," he quietl y said , "no cause for wonder; thc wires
have been cut."

"The murdere r must hav e gained access to (he house other than
by the French casement," remarked the justice , "anil have severed
the wires as a precautionar y measure ."

" l i e  could lieit have entered by any either way, unless he was
concealed on the premises befo re I rcfii -e d ," said (ho valet qu ick l y.
"The windows were all fastened by me us earl y us n ine  o'clock.
The Squire  always deputed me to see to all the  l'asteniii< 's iu thc
house e xcep t those in this room. He was p ar/ial to walkiii "* about
Ihe  grounds al all hours , and this is the onl y apartment iu the  Hal l
that  opens direct ly on ihe gardens. "

" H hen you came down in the morning on those occasions when
your  master ha il not retired before dismissing you for the nhdit , did



you find the windows of this room secure ly fastened Y asked
Mr. Courtley.

"Without excep tion, sir ," was the firm rep ly. "The Squire hael
many valuable things under lock auel key in this room , besides those
objec ts of jewellery that you have seen. The inner folding doors are
very strong. I will show .them to you. "

Thereupon the speaker went to the casement and , drawing back
tho curtains, disclosed folding doors faced with iron plates and
knobs.

" When those inner doors arc closed a strong iro n bar is drawn
across," he Added.

The justice , addressing the stranger and the doctor , then saiel :
" Gentlemen , it is conclusive to my mind that robbery was not

the object of the man who committed the crime. It is also obvious.
I think, that the deed was carefully planned. The lateness of the
hour chosen , when the household had retired, the cutting of the bell
wires, the concealment of fhe murderer within the curtains, are
evidences that the crime was premeditated. As it happened the
storm was in his favour , a.s no onc would be abroad under such con-
ditions. Bryant , you will at once communicate with the coroner , and
take his instructions as to the date for holding the inquest. Yon
will tell him that Doctor Daley thinks that no autopsy is necessary,
as the cause of death i.s so apparent. Jonson , you will see to every-
thing in connection with the decent preparation of the body for the
inspection of the 'quest. However, the remains must not be removed
from this room until after the inquest , nor must any article of
i'nrnitnre be touched. I shall lock all thc drawers and affi x my seal
to them."

" Are the windows to bo closed , sir Y ' asked the valet.
'' No 1 " was the answer. " You must also warn the servants nofc

on any account to tread the path leading to the terrace. The
impressions of the footprints must be shown to the jur y , and
measurements carefull y taken. Bryant , you will attend to th i s
important matter. Many crimes have been cleared up by slender
threads."

" Yes, sir," and the constable bowed.
The justice then proceeded to lock the drawers of the  desk. As

he diel so his observant eye saw the poem eif "Jasper 's Folly." He
picked it up, and glanced rap idl y over it.

" Very strange ; very weird ," he murmured.
Having dismissed the constable and the valet to their respective

duties , he turned to Doctor Daley and the stranger, and said :
" Gentlemen , we will leave this sad scene of horro r, and with

yonr indul gence I should like to read to you the manuscri pt and the
poem which I have in my hand. You will be good enough, also, to
witness that I have placed my seal on the desk and the cabinet. "

With groat formality he lit a small taper, and , taking a stick of
sealing-wax , he carefull y and effectuall y sealed with his signet ring
thc locked articles of furniture.  Then with ceremonious politeness
he conducted his companions to the drawing-room which , by the
brightness of its surroundings and the formal arrangement of its
furniture , presented a marked con f rast to the gloom and disorder of
the apartment that they had left. With a bow he bade them to be
seated.

"I have not the pleasure, sir, of knowing your name," said he,
addressing the stranger.

" My name is Hugh Alelboroii g h ," returned the other. '' Here is
my card. I have to apolog ise for not having given it to you earlier.
I am an old friend of the late Mr. Mortimer 's. His death has quite
unnerved me. 1 hael an appointment with  him last ni ght , but the
severity of the storm deterred me fro m riding over till this morning.
My business was urgent, and , thinkin g that  hc would be anxious to
see me, 1 came over at an early hour this morning. My only regret
is that J did not brave the slorm last night. in all probabilit y, had
I have done so, my poor friend would have been preserved from the
dreadfu l fate that overtook him."

" M y object ," saiel the justice, " in asking you to remain after I
had dismissed the constable and poor Mortimer 's man was not onl y
to read te> you the lines I found in the  open drawer and the  dead
man 's manuscri pt , but to discuss the matter with you."

His listeners having expressed their acquiescence , he firs t read to
them the ballad of " Jasper 's Foll y."

" A strange coincidence ,' reiuiirkeil the doctor. " Iii these dul l ,
sceptical times last night 's actual incidents savour of the  lomantic
anil credulous days of the earl y Stuart  period . I was not aware of
the existence of those lines , but the t radition in connection with  th e
tower and Dame Joan 's prod id ion are Ihc  common gossi p of all the
old crones of the village , and have been since the  lad y wus in the
flesh. Her  strange' pra ctices were well known , and it is recorded
that had she not have lost her l i fe  by lire whi ls t  dabb l ing  in alchemy
and chemist ry—which exp eriments  in her l ime  were looked up on by
the ignorant w i l h  awe and susp icion — she would have u l t ima te l y
have been sought ' out hy the  witch-finders of the FirM James and ,
as a suspect , would proha M y have been broug ht to t h c  stake. In
those funatie-al days the-  law w i t h  ivgurd to wil i -he-ral l .  and the  stud y
ed* tin- occult was no respecter of persons , as - f l ie r  anna ls  of wild
Lancashire in par t icular  pi ove. '

"1 qu i t e  agree wi th  you , doctor , " said .A lil l iuiviug h , '* as
to the '  coincidence a l t e n d i n g  the  fall  of thu  lower and t h e  de-ath of
my poor friend. Ol* course we have no evidence t h a t  t he  bu i ld ing
was destroyed before t h e  murder and in a l l  p r obabi l i t y  . shal l  never
know , but there is no deny ing the  fact tba t  bot h events took p lace
w i t h i n  a very short t i m e  of each other .  Jonson , the  valet , has lold
Us that  he left his master at nine o'clock , who li'iive him orders to

sit up till ten. He did so, and according to his account went
to bed and was soon asleep. At that time the storm was gathering
and the tower intact."

" f can fix the actual time when the tower was struck," inter-
posed the justice. " My house stands on a hill about a mile from here.
Soon after eleven o'clock I was about to reti re when the vivid
lightning attracted me to the window of my smoking room, which
commanded a view of the tower. I ga zed with interest on the scene.
Presentl y a most brillian t Hash of li ghtning illumined the vicinity
of Mortimer Hall , the tower being plainly visible. This flash was
almost immediatel y followed by a meteor or thunderbolt, which
appeared to fall directl y on the tower. Then was heard the mosfc
awfu l peal of thunder I ever remember. I was prompted , I know
not why, to look afc my repeater which immediately chimed the two
quarters after eleven o'clock. Doctor Daley saw the body at half-
past six this morning and gave it as his professional opinion that
our unfortun ate friend had been dead between six and seven hours,
I therefore assume that the crime was committed between half past
eleven o'clock and midni ght. That being so thc Dame's prediction
of evil— ' To thc Mortimer race and statel y Hall. If by tempests
power on human will Black ruin shonld rive the gray tower tall '
was verified. "

'" What immediate steps do you intend to take to elucidate
the mystery attending the crime Y" asked Aldborong h. "Do you
propose placing yoursel f in communication with the authorities in
London for professional assistance or will you leave it in the hands
of the Count y Official s Y "

llis companions having . . . Mr. Courtley, in a clear ami impressive
voice , proe-eeileil lo iliscliui '-j-c his sell '-imposeil task.

*'1 cannot say at present ," replied the justice , who was Chair-
man of the  Bench. " We must  wait t i l l  the inquest is held. No
iirrest having been made, no preliminary enquiry is necessary.
In the  meant ime Bryant, who is an old pensioned Bow-
strcct ' Runner. ' wil l , under 1113* directions, quietl y make enquiries
and follow up any clue that  ho may obtain. I have great faith
in his discrimination and skil l .  You saw this morning how he
pointed out the  foot pr in ts  on the path , and was the  firs t to th ink  of
examining the bell wires. Hc would have made a fortune as a prairie
scout , as he possesses nil the cunnin g and gif ts  of a Heel Ind ian .  I will
now , wi th  your permission , read poor Mortimer 's manuscri p t." His
companions havin g given their assent , Mr. Courtley , in a clear and
impressive voice, proceeded to discharge his self-imposed task.

C H A P T E R  I I I .

* * A  SA IP  iwnK ix-nn-: ui-'K or liAxi'i.rii Moirruii-ai."

" I n  the 'mids t  of t rouble  ami with a mind almost unhinged by the
results of two ca lami t ies , I sit down to pen these lines. I have a
feeling or p resent iment  t h a t  my stay in th i s  beau t i fu l  world will  not
lie ; prolnictcd , aud I feel t h a t  it wi l l  be a relief to my distracted
mind if J unbosom mysel f in f h e  brief pages of th i s  manuscri p t.
A poor solace perhaps, but if the mystery lhat. enshrouds the
disapp earance of my dear wife  be not cleared up before my death ,
thu story in the latter eventuality may interest those who will have



to minister to my last behests. Of my introduction and courtship ot
sweet Ethel Courtney , who became my wife and the mother of my
only son , I will nofc 'dwell upon. Suffice it to say that there were
not' two happ ier beings in the world than we who set out on life 's
pilgrimage together on that rosy morn when the church had made
us one.

"Peacefull y tho years glided by, no untoward incident arose to
mar the happ iness of our ' lives or to darken the horizon of our
bliss. Our beauti ful bov , the only pledge of attachmen t that
Providence had vouchsafed unto us grew apace. With increasing
years the charms of his mind developed and equalled those of his
body. He was our sole care, our solace and our joy . We were
fortunate enough in securing for him a tutor of great merit and
under his fostering care young Raniil ph became for his years a
prodigy of learning. Nature had bountifully endowed him with
rich gifts of understanding. The seeds were there, they germinated ,
and with the assistance of cultured aid arrived at maturity .

" Michael Travers, the boy's tntor, had a fine personality. In
stature he was tall with a well knit frame, his face was oval with
features cleanly cut, his forehead was broad and massive, and he
had most brilliant eyes. How can I describe them Y—They were
large, expressive and glowing. Normally thoy wercus gentle as a
gazelle's, but in periods of excitement or temper they would flash
and glitter like those of a tiger. He was always an enigma to me.
He was recommended , to mc by an old college chum, and I was at
our introduction greatly impressed by his appearance. He was very
reserved in manner anil reticent as to his antecedents. I could only
glean that he had travelled a great deal in the East, and that he was
a book-worm. He was a man who never courted society, althoug h
greatl y in request at social functions.

"Apart from the graces of his person and mind , he was a musician
and vocalist of great merit. He had translated some ancient
Oriental poems and set them to music. To hear him sing them to
his own accompaniment was most impressive. As I write I can see
him now, and the rich tones ot his voice seem to ring in my ears.

" On the evening of the day before the first great calamity befell
me, he was after inducement prevailed on to perform and was par-
ticularly brilliant in a musical display. The season was summer,—a
sultry night in Jul y, and the hour about 9 o'clock. We had had a few
friends to dinner , and whilst the men were lingering over their cafe
and the ladies with their tea , Ranul ph unprompted asked his tutor to
sing. I may state that the boy was of an impressionable nature and
Travers was his idol.

" l i e  then  went lo the  piano ami J-MVC saeh an ox i p i i s i l e  I n s t i ' i n i i t n i a l  ani l
voL-al i l isp lay as 1 had never heanl hefore."

" 'Not to -ni gh t ,  not to-ni ght ,' was the  rep ly, ' !  am feeling far
fro m well ; the  ni ght is oppressive ' , and I have: one of my dark fits
upon me. A.s you know J have beei omad in many Ian Is , have
foregathered with the savage denizens of the prairie and the forest.
I have also communed with t he  fanatical fak i i s  ami pr iests of India ,
and thc superstitious dervishes of Arabia. 'J hey have , 1 may tell
you , an almost childish terror when nature 's moods are sullen and
terrible. It  is true that Ihe  t h u n d e r  storms in their la t i tudes  are
terri fic and devastating to a elegree. and t h e i r  effects are well
calculated to insp ire fear. Wc, in these islands have severe tempests

but they arc mere Apri l showers compared with the awful elemental
disturbances in tho far East. 1 have been in the company of natives
on occasions when to all appearances the days and nights would pass
placidly by. However in a few shorfc hours every thing would
change. The manner and speech of the men I was with would
change also.. Shadow would take thc place of sunlight. Their vivacity .
and good humour would disappear and be succeeded by moroseness
anel fierceness. '

"What has all this to do with my request, sir '*. ' somewhat
hastil y and petulantly interposed my son. ' Wc are not in India ;
we apprehend to-night no tornado nor other trouble. '

But I do ,' quietl y returned the tutor, aud his eyes flashed
ominously. 'I told yon thafc I had one of my black fits upon me—
We are on the eve of a great storm—Wait and see ! However as
you wish it I will accede to your request.' He then went to the
piano and gave such an exquisite instrumental and vocal display as
I had never heard before, nor have I since. The words of the
recitative and song were in English but the theme was Oriental.
The prelude was in the nature of a dirge, solemn and impressive.
This was succeeded by a lament , wild and pathetic to a degree. The
singer , with excellent taste, would lower his voice almost to a whisper.
Then the notes would gradually increase in volume, aud in the
crescendo passages would ring with startling power.

" However, it was the second part that fairly electrified ns. We sat
as if we were spell-bound. The singer 's voice and manner became
impassioned. The theme was one of jealousy and revenge. The
artiste, for' Travers was one to his fingers' tips, appeared to throw his
whole soul into his work, his mobile features became a study. You
saw alternatel y mirrored in his handsome countenance the effects of
grief , anger, fear and despai r.

" The whole performance was weirdl y powerful , and we all gave a
sigh of relief when the exposition , fascinating though it was, ended.
The mental tension was too great. The executan t appeared to be
strangely agitated , and showed signs of exhaustion.

" Strange to relate, the evening, hitherto fine though close,
suddenly changed ; a great darkness overshadowed us, and a terrific
storm ensued. My fi rst action was to close the casement and to draw
down the blinds , as the lightning appeared to be dangerously near our
vicinity. The ladies of the company were all discomposed, and one
of thom fainted. To add to our discomfiture , Travers arose from his
chair, glared at every one of as in turn , gave utterance to a wild cry,
and darted from the room.

" Mr. Daley, onr doctor, who was present, glanccdat me, shrugged
his shoulders significantly, tapped his forehead , and whispered to me:

" ' Incipient brain mischief , and worse trouble to come in the near
future'

" The ladies and young Ranul ph having retired, I suggested to my
guests that wc had better retire to the smoking room and court com-
posure by an indul gence in tobacco. My proposal was well approved.
The storm was still raging, but the thunder had abated.

"My companions that night were Doctor Daley, Ambrose Courtley,
a Justice of the Peace, and old Stephen Broxton. who had been , ere
infirmities overtook him , a noted fox hunter, When wo were com-
fortably seated and supplied with cigars and brandy, I turned to the
doctor and said :

"' Daley, you made a private communication to mc just now iu the
dm wing-room. Have you any objection to my speaking about the
matter before my guests Y '

" 'Not in the least,' he promptly replied.
" ' Well , my friends,' I commenced, 'you shall share my confidence.

You both remember that after Travers had finished his wonderful
musical effort , the storm commenced , and he left the room in a most
dramatic yet discourteous manner. He had no sooner closed the door
than Daley , who was sitting by me, whispered in my ear, "Inci pient
brain mischief , and worse trouble to como in the near future." Not-
withstanding the confusion that prevailed consequent upon the storm ,
and the indisposition of Miss Maxwell , I was struck, not only by the
communication , but by the tone of the speaker. I have always
regarded Travers as being eccentric , but J have every reason to
believe thafc his kindness and services a.s tutor to Kanul ph have been
of an excep tional character. The boy 's passion for knowled ge has
been encouraged in every way , and his mother and myself have
wilnessed with deli ght the progress that he has made. It will
concern us both when wc have to terminate Travers 's engagement
consequent upon Ranul ph's entering upon a college career. Travers
has been with us nearl y seven years , but it is the first time that he
has behaved so strangel y. He has many times in the past entertained
us by his great musical gifts , but to-ni ght hc has surpassed all
previous efforts , a veritable lour de force. I have never heard any-
thing approaching it. '

" - I have,' remarked Courtley, ' but it was the effort of un insane
person. In my capacity as a just ice 1 had to visit some years ago a
private asy lum , auel found tha t  every th ing  was carried out in a
perfect ly humane  and legal manner. Having comp leted my satis-
factory inspection , I was about in hike lea ve of the priueipn i of the
place ' , when my departure was a rrested by a How of melod y as
beaut i f u l  as it was impres sive. ' " Who is the  singer Y " I asked '

" 'One ol" the patients ,' was the rep ly. ' Did you not notice a
young woman in the North Ward , who was sitt ing near a window
and weeping r '

" ' I  did ,' I rep lied , ' and was struck by her beauty and her
pathetic expression. She appeared lei me to present the grandeur of
woe, as artists love to l i mn  on the features of Niobe , Hermione , Hero ,
anil other types of feminine grief. '



""Tis she who is now singing, ' said the doctor , " and yon arc
fortunate in your visit , as it is rarel y that she sings. Hers is a sad
story. She was an operatic singer of great promise, had studied
under one of the greatest masters of the art in Ital y, and gifted with
a voice that would , in the */.e»ith of her career , have brought her
fortune ancl renown.

" 'Unhapp ily for her she loved , " nofc wisely, but too well." The
old tale. Attracted by her charms and voice, an Italian Count paid
his addresses to her. From all accounts hc was a handsome man of
winning manners, aud of an ancient famil y. As to thc last-mentioned
qualificati&n , that is nothing to be proud of , its the most plebian of ns
can lay claim to have had Father Adam as an ancestor . As the sill y
insect is drawn irresistibl y toward s the flame that will injure if nofc
consume it, thc signora was first fascinated ; secondl y, infatuated ;
and lastly, wronged.

'"The dc'nnitemcnt was dramatic. She met the Count in the
streets of Florence who treated her sighs, her tears, and reproaches
with callous indifference. He littl e thought at the outset that he
was play ing with lire. He went too far , and the end was that he
fell , stabbed by the beautiful creature, whose affections hc had won.
and whose reward was to be lightly cast aside like a soiled glove.
She was arrested , aud was kept "in durance for a time, pending the
result of the Count's wound. He lingere d for some weeks, and then
died. The facts of the tragedy were thoroughly sifted , and she was
released after undergoing a light sentence.

"' She came to England in the charge of a female relative. Her
mind graduall y gave way, ami she became an inmate of my house,
but she will never recover her reason. Occasionally she has lucid
intervals, and then breaks into song. Hark ! are not those noles
ravishing.'

"They were, indeed ! The poor demented woman was singing an
Italian viorcean of love and revenge. She appeared to bo pouring
out her soul with impassioned abandonment , and ident if y ing herself
with the wronged heroine of the romanzo.

"Travers, to-night , forcibly brought back to my recollection the
artistic-—yet, weird—performance of thc inmate of the asylum.

" ' A  very interesting anecdote ,' remarked the elector, ' but (he
cases are not to be considered on thc same lines. The lady's wrongs
had driven her mad , but Travers, so far as I know , has had no
trouble, nor is he, at present , a lit subject for restraint. My diagnosis
is as follows -.—Hc has travelled in hot climates, and may have had
a slight touch of sun. There are either matters that may have
started the mischief , such as hereditary taint , over-stu dy, and last ,
but not least, the association with the superstitious priests , witch
doctors, and fetish worshi ppers of Asia aud A frica .

" ' There is au innate lovo for the supernatura l in the hearts of
the most sceptical , whatever they may say to the contrary. To a
romantic and impressionable mind , snch as onr friend the tutor
possesses, the love of the occult sciences becomes intensified. From
infancy to manhood those ideas in plastic minds arc encouraged , and
the appetite for mystical knowled ge gratified by the  teachings of
those who have sought itisp iialion by the perusal of the works of the
ancient philosophers and the talented exponents of the Biblical
writings. '

" 'Under  the circumstances , Daley,' 1 said , '1 presume that 1
had better at once remove Ranul ph fro m Travers's care . I cannot
disguise fro m myself that  the  lad appears fo be thoroughl y under
the control of his tutor. My son is a hi gh-sp irited fellow ; loves
tales of adventures and travel ; and as Travers has had au event ful
career he burns lo emulate his examp le. That must iiot be. I do
not desire that Ranul ph should become either a learned prig or a
milksop. Neither docs his mother ; but a.s lie i.s our only child we
wish him eventuall y to choose some profession that will  keep him
within the United Kingdom. There is also another important
reason wh y he should not seek au ail venturous career abroad. He
is the heir of Mortimer , and , so far as I know , after my death , the
last of the race.

" 'Mrs.  Mort imer 's wishes and yours are but na tura l , asserted
the doctor , ' and therefore to previml I'ur lheT trouble , my advice to
you both is to remove Ranul ph immedia te - l y fro m t h e  iu t eu - 's care.
The boy is bill f i f teen , aud by the inf luence  of other associations and
change of scene he wil l  soon forget al l  about his ipumdiim tu to r ,
clever, learned , and fasc ina t ing  as t h e  gent l eman undoub ted l y is .'

"• Your advice i.s sound. ' 1 r eturned , " and 1 wi l l , in a day or two ,
break the news gentl y t<» Travers . M y original i n t e n t i o n  was to
keep f h e  boy under hi s present tu te lage  f i l l  hc was old enoug h to go
to college. However , af ter  to-ni ght 's strange ex h i b i t i o n  of ei.-i-cn-
Ir ieify on Ihe tutor 's part , not lo call if by a stronger term , 1 wi l l ,
when the vacation is over , send Ranu l ph to Rng bv. If  was my
father s old school , and mine.

" J u s t  as I huel f inished speaking the storm was renewed. A
teri -ilie- peal of t hunde r  startled us all , and the window sashes were
shaken by i t s  action.

' ¦•E g'a d ! '  exclaimed the  old Squire , as he tonk a huge pinch of
¦snuf f— I may here s ta le  I ha t  he was one' of t he: ancient  school , who
deli ghted in ' obsolete phrases and customs fast d y ing mil. —' J u p iter .
n i c t h i n k s  has charged Vu lcan  to forge h i m  a Ih i iudc rbo l l  lo dcslrny
'The  Foll y.' What ,  a storm ! Fri end Mor t imer , I must  crave t h y
hosp i t a l i t y  to-ni gh t .  I cauneil risk my peine hone-s of four-seo re
summers on the  back * of Firefl y tn-n i g'hl. Old and seasoned as he i.s
iu most th ings ,  he play s up  mosl dev i l i sh l y in lhe  face nf a storm.
Gaels Life ! I s ha l l  not forget Ihc  scurvy I rick he played me las!
August .  I had jus t  lef t  Courllcy 's p lace , anil  was ambl ing along

towards home when a storm arose. At thc first flash of lightning
the beast bolted , stumbled , said its prayers, and cleverl y shot mc
into the pond by Four Acre Copse. Fortunately I fell into about
thre e feet of mud , and suffered no harm other than an unsought for
ill-sm elling mud-bath. Had the brute thrown me a little farther ou
the career of one who has negotiated many a stiff fence and gate,
nnd been in afc the death eif many a gallant fox , would have found
his own quietus ing lorioasl y in a gravel-pit. '

'"j iy the way, Mortimer ,' said Courtley, ' speaking of "Thc
Folly," and its tradition , I suppose that you and your forebears have
treated the matter li ghtly ? '

" ' Indeed , we have not,' 1 returned. ' The tower has always
been religiousl y looked after , and periodicall y overhauled for repairs.
To-morrow I shall personall y examine it 'to see if the storm has
injured it in any way. In these peaceful times I apprehend no
dange r from "human will ," but superstition apart the "tempest's
power " is not to be desp ised. It is a matter of history, thafc so
recently as my father 's time the tower might have come to grief by
human machinations. Hc took the side of the unpopular candidate
for the Count y representation , addressed meetings on his behalf.
My father was natural ly choleric, and a martyr'to the gout. His
utterances therefore were somewhat of an acrimonious and exas-
perating character. Rumour said that in revenge a plot was in
progress to undermine " Jasper 's Folly " with gunpowder and blow ifc
to atoms. Anyway my fa ther scented danger , and during the
election , and for some time after , until party feeling had died out,
a posse of keepers took ifc by turns to patrol tiie park day aud night.
The Mortimers are not alone hi their superstitious reverence for an
inanimate object. The Musgraves , of Eden Hall , iu Cumberland,
for generations , have carefull y preserved , under lock and key, a glass
goblet or cup, to which is attached the following legend :

" When 'er this  cup shall break or fall ,
Farewell the luck of Eden Hall."

"At  this  j uncture the Squire , who was a thorough bonrivant ,
suggested that eve retiring wc should discuss somo brandy punch
which he offered to brew provided the necessary ingredients wero
forthcoming. Having comp lied with his request , we passed an hour
in agreeable conversation. We were about retiring for the night ,
when a low knock was heard at thc door.

" ' Come in ,' 1 saiel.
" To our surprise thc intruder proved to be Travers. But what

a contrast he presented to his bearing when he left the drawing-
room. His face bore a smiling look , thc eyes had lost thc wild glare,
and the whole appearance of the man was cal m and collected.

" ' Mr. Mortimer and gentlemen , pray, pardon my intrusion ,' he
said , tlu: accents of his voice being delightfully modulated. ' I felt
that I could not retire to rest without apologising for my strange and
uii g entlenianl y behaviour . To me my action appears more than
incomprehensible. As 1 told llanulph , I now tell you , with all
sincerity , that  I did not feel well in the early part of the evening,
and when li gh t n i n g  is iu the air my head becomes strange ly affected.
M usic also, instead of ac t in g  as a sedative by distracting my thoug hts,
always adds fuel  to t he  mental  (lame. It was for that reason
that I at lirst declined to exhibit my poor powers. If 1 alarmed
Mrs . Mortimer antl the other ladies I am trul y sorry, and will carry
my rep entance fo  thci i i  to-morro w, and will throw myself npo n their
generosit y for a parelou or patientl y submit to their censure.'

" The doctor glanced strangel y af me, and carelessly saiel *.
** '  Mr. Travers , when abroad elid you ever suffer from sunstroke Y '
" 'Never , sir , f i rml y answered th e tutor , and his voice lost ' its

softness. It may have been my fancy, but I thoug ht that his brilliant
eyes shone for a moment with  a baneful li ght.

" ' Were you ever thrown from a horse Y ' continued Daley.
" ' No,' returned Travers.
' Have you ever lallen Iro m the effects of an accident or by a

w i l f u l  blow from some one Y '
"A gain there came a negative.
" " So far as you know ,' persisteel thc medico, ' were your pro-

genitors free from brain trouble Y '
•• ¦Doctor Daley, wh y question me thus !'' ' and the tones of the

veiicc betrayed i r r i ta t ion.  ' I can answer for the nieiitiil soundness of
my fa ther  and mother ,  but  as 1. eliel not see the world' s li ght  during
the  l i fe t imes  of my paternal  and maternal grand parents , I cannot
grati f y your curiosit y as to their respective mental condit ions. '

'"Mr.  Travers. quickl y said the doctor , ' J um sorry if my motives
have been misunderstood , and J tender an apology, "foil voluntari l y
told us of your sympt oms , and as a medical man I sought to glean ,
for- your u l t ima te  benefit , information that mi ght enable me to
account for voiir condition of mind, '

" The countenance of the tu tor  at once cleared , and the conversa-
tion took anot her I urn.

"Travers was an excellent  raconteur. His stories of travel and
adventure were related in a maimer most deli ght fu l  to hear. His
reminiscences were related not in the ordinary I 'ominon-p laee way,
bul wi th  d ramat ic  intensi ty ,  in  addition to bis other gif ts  he was a
bora uclor , and would have won laurels on the stage. The evening
t h a t  had i:oiiinii ' iii-eil so gloomil y ended most agreeabl y. Nature , also ,
siuileel. The storm clouds sailed away, and a beaut i ful  moon bathed
every !hii ij '  in a soft li -> -hl.

"A la s '. I . l i t t l e  thong ht when at, the  stroke of midni ght I bade
my guests and Travers " good ni ght ,' l h a t  it was destined to be niy
lasi happy one. I' pon reaching my room I found that my wife hud



nofc retired to rest. I partly tohl her the substance of the conversa-
tion that hatl taken placo in the smoking-room. She expressed
surprise afc its purport , I tohl her thafc under fhe circumstances I
shonld have to terminate Travers's engagement. To this she agreed.

" ' I t  may seem at the first sight ungrateful , not to say unkind ,'
I remarked , ' but the boy 's mind , intellectual Ihough it is , may be
warped by a stronger onc. Travers has been an excellent tutor , but
if insanity develops itsel f , as Daley foreshadows, one cannot tell , what
might, happen. Ranul ph's future ami happ iness arc dear to both of
as. I regret that I did not send him a year or two ago to a pnblic
school. I am afraid that wc shall have some difficulty with him
when he hoars of onr intentions.'

"My wife then said : ' For some time past I have noticed the
influence that Travers has exorcised over Ranul ph. He appears to
bo gifted with thc powers of fascination. This attribute of his has
been noticed by others . To-night his strange behaviour has
thoroughly unnerved me, and after what Doctor Daley has said 1
shall not bo happy whilst Travers remains in the house. If his
mind becomes suddenl y and permanentl y unhinged there i.s no
knowing what phase of madness might bo developed.

" To my surprise she started to her feet , and , rushing fo the
window curtains, sho peered behind them.

" ' What is thc matter Y ' I asked in alarm.
" ' Chide me for being foolish ,' she returned and forced a smile.

'A feeling of apprehension took possession of mc just now,' she
continued, ' that some one was hiding in the room. I fancied that I
saw thc curtains move.'

"' Tho effects , my dear, of the night air stealing through the
curtains. Nothing more serious,' I said. 'I am afraid that the
storm has affected 3*our nervous system ,' I suggested as I walked
towards the casement.

"'Hark ! what is that,' she cried in terror, and her checks lost
their colour.

" ' I heard nothing, my love,' I said , reassuringly as I took her in
my arms. ' It is a case of nerves, and you must consult Daley in fche
morning. What was it that star-tied you the second time ?' I
enquired.

'" I fancied I heard some one muttering and at the same time a
strange numbness stole over mc'

" ' [ heard nothing, Ethel ,' I said.

" I took a taper from the (alile ami , ilartini ? to the iloor, I Hun t ;  it open."

" 'Tha t  may be,' she returned , ' but you were at, t h e  window. '
"To humour  her I t hen  asked ' Wheic did the sounds appear fo

come from Y '
" ' The passage,' she answered.
" 1 took a taper fro m the table and darting fo  lhe  door I flung it

open and hold ing the li ght on hi gh glanced ri ght and left. There was
nn one about. I did not th ink  that  there would be. I merel y opened
the door to calm my wife 's fears. M y action had the desired effect
as her terror and her si range feelings passed away.

" At breakfast next morning every one appeare d fo be in a normal
co'iditiou and neither thc  storm of the pr evious ni ght nor the  tu tor 's
behaviour was mentioned. I may add t h a t  Travers was invaria/ i l y
an early riser and breakfasted alone. We saw him at lunch and he
appeared to be in t he  best of heal th  and sp irits.  I heard fro m my
wife later thafc he had lendered an apology to the ladies before they
left the Hall. Onr dail y life was uneventfu l , l ianul ph generall y
pursued his studies wi th  (he (t t ( or  fro m ten o'clock a.m. to one .p.m.

and from two o'clock to four iu thc afternoon . My wife and I would
drive out and return in time for lunch . Onr boy after his studios
were finished for the day would be left to his own devices . Swim-
ming and angling ,̂yGrc Jus chief relaxations in the summer.

"On the day of black misfortune my wife and I lunched alone,
and afterwards I took a stroll in fcho park. It was a glorious after-
noon , tho sky was cloudless and fche rays of fcho bright sun wero
tempered by a balmy breeze. The rain of the previous night had
freshened up thc trees, the hed ges and thc sward. As I walked along
drawing in huge draughts of the sweet air , my spirits rose, and as
my eyes took in the beauties of the smiling landscape I thanked
Providence for the blessings that had been showered upon me.

" My lot in life had indeed been cast iu pleasant places. My
agreeable reverie was interrup ted by seeing one of the stable lads
running in an agitated manner towards a keeper's cottage. Hc saw
mo and at once altered his course and came panting towards me.

" ' Oh ! sir—sir—sir ,' he stammered, ' some one has been bathih
in the Black Copse Pool aud is drowned!'

" ' How do you know that ? ' I demanded.
lh' clothes aro lyin' by thc side of thc pool and I saw some-

thin ' white under thc water. It gave me a fright, and I ran away. '
" ' Go to the cottage and get a boat-hook and bring it on to me at

the pool ,' I said. 'If  Radlcy the keeper be in tell him to bring a
blanket and some brand y. If he bo out ask his wife to lefc you have
the things. Life may nofc be extinct, '

" The boy flew to execute my bidding and I hastened to the scene
of the disaster. Tho lad's statement was correct. On the far side of

" I eonlil see the form ot a hoil y beneath the water , a few yards from
(ho hank."

the pool I saw some wearing apparel ly ing neatly folded , and I could
see the form o fa  bod y beneath the water , a few yards from the bank.
1 was about, to divest myself of my outer garments as a preliminar y
to wading and swimming out to the object when thc boy appeared
bearing the boat-hook. The poo! was of somo extent and t had a
boat always moored there for the purposes of pleasure and sport.
Thc oars and boat-hook were always kept when not in use at Radley 's
col tage.

"The boy and I entered the boat anil pushed off te> where the
bod y was. Whilst  the lad steadied the boat I leant over, and , placiii"*
my arms around the form which was ly ing face downwards , I lifted ifc
up . (!rcat Goel ! it was thc nude body of my poor son. Strom' man
as I was I shrieked in agony anil in my distress let the body fall back
in to  the water. The boy showed more coolness, he dragged the
inanimate  form info  the boat auel made for the bank, li y tin's time
the  keeper had arrived , and taking in the sad situation at a glance he
placed the form of my poor son ou the bank and commenced to make
efforts at resuscitation. I was dazed , nerveless , aud could only gaze
with staring orbs of despair on the livid feat u res of the beloved one.
The boy was sent by the keeper to procure medica l assistance.

" As 1 gazed as if fascinated a dreadful feeling of oppression over-
t:anio me as my heart tohl me that all was over. The eyes of the
drowned were wide open and were staring at the beautiful  skies whose
colour in life they hail rivalled. The once handsome features were
distorted and the tecl h were clenched. The keeper presentl y said fo
me in emotional  accents :

" ' I am afraid , sir, that we are too late (o restore life. Poor
young master has gone ! '

" M y grief was too great for utteruimc , I coulel onl y grasp the
worth y fellow 's hand , and my eyes hitherto nnmoistencd gushed
forth tears, and I gave way to a paroxysm of grief. On this
calamity I cannot longer dwell. Suffice it to record that on Dr.
Daley 's arrival he gave it as his op inion that the poor lad had been
dead nearl y two hours and that  the cause of death was suffocation
by drowning. Ranul ph had probabl y been attacked by cramp-—but
had had sufficient , presence of mind tei swim to shallow water ere
consciousness fo rsook him , as the dep th of wafer where he was
found was not more than three feet.

" When the news was broken to my wife by Dr. Daley, her
sorrow was overwhelming. She became hysterical , was put to bed



and for days hovered between reason and insanit y. Happily tor mc,
she recovered, but bev natural gaiety of heart never returned to
brighten our desolate hearth. Tra vel's, too, was greatly overcome,
and at the funeral hc quite lost thc control of his feelings and broke
down. He shortl y afterwards left us , and said that he intende d
ao-ain to travel in the East. 1 have onl y received one letter from him ,
and it bore a foreign postmark . The contents were brief auel werc
to thc effect thafc his olel restlessness hael returned , and had
compelled him to wander from placo to place. A few days after f h e
receipt of this letter my wife strangel y disappeared. 1 had been
away for a week or so,'on a visit to some friends in the North , and
on my return home by coach I received the startling news that my
wife had left, the Hall . Her maid was the last of the household to
see her. My wife had dined alone , and had complained afterwards
of nob feeling well. It was an oppressive night and a thunderstorm
had raged for a few hours. Ellen , the maid , having attended to her
lady's requirements , was dismissed for the night. About eight next
morning she had gone to her mistress's bedroom to discharge her usual
dnties. To her alarm she found tlie room untenanted. JN otlnng
appeared to be disturbed , but my wife's morning costume, which
Ellen had placed out over night read y for use was missing. In-
spection of the wardrobe also disclosed the fact that my wife's
summer hat and cloak were also gone, but her valuable jewels were
intact. No onc bad seen her leave the Hall, nor had she left a
single line of explanation as to her strange conduct. This second
blow , following so soon after thc other, plunged me into the lowest,
depth s of despair. I became seriousl y ill , and was e-piite unable to direct
any enquiries. However, an old friend of mine who had recently
returned from abroad , and to whom I wrote, came to thc Hall , and
at once set to work to solve the mystery. For weeks he laboured
incessantly, but alas ! without success. When I recovered my
health , the dear fellow told me of the efforts that he had made on
my behalf. I feel gratefu l to him. Months have passed,.but no
tidings of my wife have come to hand. Can she be dead r Was
her spirit with me yester night?  To-day is the anniversary of
her strange disappearance. I commenced this fragment last evening.
Feeling unaccountabl y fati gued I ceased my task and retired to rest,
but alas ! not to sleep. Insomnia, from which I have suffered for
many- weary months, held possession of me. I tried to shake it off ,
but in vain. My limbs and body appeared to be destitute of feeling,
but my brain was perfectl y active. My sense of hearing was alert,
and I became aware that, there was a something in the room—There
was no light burning and therefore I could not discern any thing.
A belief in the supernatural has never formed part of my nature,
bufc at that moment scepticism * on the subject for the time left me,
My nervous system , much shattered by sorrow, could not bear the
strain , and a faintiiess gradually stole over inc. I essayed to rise to
ring for Jonson , my servant , but in vain. Ere consciousness for sook
mc I swear that I heard mv dear wife 's voice.—The words were
' Husband , dear husband , come to me !' When my senses returned ,
the morning li ght was stealing through the casement I felt weak
and ill , but my limbs had regained their  normal condition. I arose
and drawing back the curtains of the  window I gazed upon the
charming landscape , from which the mist was slowl y rising and
presaging a glorious day. To-ni ght 1 am expecting to see my friend.
Will he bring me good news ! My pen lie's idle ! I. wi l l  resume it
to-morrow."

CHAPTER IV.

" Poor Mortimer ," sighed the worth y j ustice, as he placed fhe
unfinished MS. on the table ; " that morrow never came. Doctor, do
you believe in presentiments Y "

"Certainly not ," promptl y rep lied Daley. •' Men ol' medical
science never do . Our late friend ' s trials  and the want of sleep had
acted on a naturall y highly-sensitive ami romantic imag ination.
The fact that  yesterday was the anniversary of his wife 's dis-
appearance , and ' that his mind and pen were engaged in composing
yonder work, conjured up thc whole thing. "

" That is to say, Doctor ," observed the just ice , " the feelings
described by him , and Ihe statement that  he heard the voice of his
wife, were pure hallucinations. "

"Exactly so. However , I will tell vou this—that the symptoms
mentioned by him arc frequentl y the forerunners of dementia. The
fancied hearing of uncanny sounds aud voices is a common symp tom
in certain phases of mental disease. Mr. Aldbor emgh ," continued
Ihc medico, " were you the bearer of good or bad tidings to our pool
friend."

*' No, I was not ; but , I had made a discovery which 1 thought of
sufficient importance to warrant my seeing him. 1 wrote a few days
ago to the effect that I should reach home hist , ni ght—1 live some
ten miles fro m here. He expected me at ten . As I have told you ,
my intention was frustrated by the. fearful storm that suddenl y
arose, j am a good horseman , but my steed, like thc old Squire s
Firefl y, cannot, be trusted to carry one wi th  safet y in the  face of a
thunders torm. "

" Mav I solicit your confidence as to the purp ort of the  discovery Y "
said the justice.

" Not at present , sir." somewhat evasivel y answered the other , and
his manner became reserved. '* I wi l l  awai t  f h e  result ,  of the inquiry
on last night 's sad work."

At this juncture a knock was heard .
** Conic in ! " said Mr. Courtley.
The door opened , and Bryant entered ,

" Sorry to intrude , gentlemen ," said he , respectfull y, as he stood
twirling his Iiat between his fingers restlessl y, " bufc 1 have a serious
matter to communicate. "

"Bearing on the supposed murder? "  - queried thc justice ,
eagerl y.

'" Yes, sir,'" whispered the eilHcer . as he qu ie t l y closed the door.
* ' I f  my susp icions are correct, the murderer is in the house at, this
moment."

This statement startled his hearers considerabl y.
" Who is it ? " demanded Mr. Courtley.
"Jonson , the valet ," returned the ollicer, emp haticall y. He then,

in guarded tones, spoke as follows : " U pon searching the library a
short time ago I p icked up this button , which hears tbe Mortimer
crest , and , as yon sec, there i.s a piece uf cloth adhering- to fche shank.
It bears the appearance as if it hael been violentl y torn from a
garment. 1 therefore, gentlemen , came to the conclusion that
Mr. Mortimer had been attacked by one of his own household, and , in
the struggle that ensued , the squire had wrenched off one of the buttons
of the waistcoat of his assailant. My suspicion s at once fell upon
the valet. 1 may tell yon , gentlemen , I thought at the time when
he was being questioned as to his master's movements and habits he
was far too read y with his answers. If you recollect he volunteered
statements."

" 1 hat is so," assented the justice : "but his omcern and grief
were so marked. "

" Play-acting, sir -. nothing more," e-ooll y returned the ollicer.
'* He had thought out the whole bag of tricks, rehearsed the part ,
and mummed it well."

' But how abont the marks of the mudd y hob-nailed boots on
the terrace, and their traces on flic gravel patli Y " queried tho
doctor.

" Only a blind , sir," was the rep ly. " He had put them on for
the purpose of raising a false scent. At the spot where the foot-
prints ceased he had taken the large boots off , which he had pro-
cured for the purpose as he has small feet , and returned to the house
in his stockings . The rain soon washed these faint marks away. I
hope to find thc boots ; they are iu thc house, I am sure."

" This is a very serious charge to make, Bryant," said Mr.
Conrtley. " I know that you professional men are gifted with
greater acumen than ordinary individuals , but the finding of that
button is a very slender clue to go upon.

" You have not heard all , sir ," respectfully said the man.
" Allow me to proceed. I went to Jonson 's room , and found it
empty. Had he been there I should have made some excuse f or
intruding .* I searched the place and found another link in the
chain of evidence. Stuffed between the bed clothes and the mattress
I found a waistcoat with one of the buttons missing. Hero it is,"
and the speaker triumphantl y produced from one of his capacious
pockets the garment in question.

The Justice and his companions examined it curiousl y. There
was not the slightest doubt but that the detached button had
originall y formed part of the waistcoat. The result was, the Justice
issued his warrant for the arrest of the valet on susp icion.

The man must have been a most consummate actor. He pro-
tested , cried , knelt , and called upon God to pro ve his innocence. He
was little more than a youth , and the spectators present at Ids
arrest werc greatly moved hy his apparent, distress. The only
person who remained callous and unconcerned was the c.\-Bow-
street oflicer , whose face wore a grim smile.

Mr. Conrtley, unofficiall y, interviewed tbe members of the late
Mr. Mortimer's household , and everyone spoke in the highest terms
of commendation of the suspected man. He had original ly been a
page at fho  Hull , and by good conduct 'had graduall y worked his
way up (o the position of confidential servant to the Squire. His
fellow servants all declare d their belief in his innocence.

Thc olel butler was loud in his praise of his subordinate , and
said that he had gone carefull y through a list of the plate and
other valuables, and nothing was missing. He had never heard of
any fault-finding, as the late Mr. Mortimer, he said, " was the most
even-tempered and indul gent of masters." What motive, ho urged ,
was there for the crime—neither revenge nor o-ain .„ o n

For the purposes of this story it i.s sufficient to relate that the
coroner 's jur y unanimousl y brought in a verdict " That Mr. Mortimer
was murd ered by some person or persons unknown. " They exonerated
Jonson fro m all comp licit y in the matter. However , the valet was
brought before the local justices , and subsequentl y committed for
trial.

Mr. Aldboroug h , who had been grea tly impressed by Jonson's
bearing, and , for other reasons which he would not disclose, engaged
clever counsel on the prisoner 's behalf , and in the end the man was
honourabl y acquitted , the chief plea set up for the defence briefly
being that the actual murderer had secreted himself in the house,
had cut the wires , removed the button from the waistcoat , placed it
iu the libra ry where if , was found—and secreted the garment under
the valet 's bed , with a view to thro w susp icion upon him.

Thc verdict gratified all in (he village except Bryant , the
constable , and a few of- his cronies , who believed that Jonson had
cheated thc gallows. The ex-valet shortly after thc trial,  and at thc
suggestion of his patron , Mr. Aldboro ugh , left the locality and took
service in London.

Years passed , the . effects of the Hall had been dispersed , and it
graduall y fell into decay. A distant relative on the femal e line of
the murdered man 'inherited the property, but thc place bora such a



bad reputation that he declined to live in it. He tried to sell or to
lease it, but in vain.

* * * * ** *
It happened onc Christmastidc that Mr. Courtley, tho reader's

old acquaintance, had a large gathering at his place. Ho was still
vigorous, and boro the weight and cares of his seventy years well.
Among those present at the festivities were Doctor Daley and Mr.
Aldborough. Old Squire Broxton had long sine'e j oined his ancestors
in their Eternal sleep.

The house-party were seated at breakfast when the mail-bag
arrived. The contents werc dul y sorted out, and the respective
recipients settled down to a quiet perusal of their letters.

"Light at lust!" exclaimed the host, who had been reading a
somewhat lengthy epistle. "Daley , old fri end , and yon . too,
Aldborough , I am glad that you are hero You were both firm
believers in the innocence of Jonson , aud you were right. These
communications clear thc atmosphere of mystery that has so long
shrouded our locality, and the suspicion thafc has rested in the
minds of some on au innocent man will be removed when these
documents become coramon property. I will iivst road the letter
enclosing the confession of the cul prit. Ifc is dated from a station
among the hills on the frontier eif Af ghanistan.

"D EAR SIR ,—I send you the enclosed confession. Your name
being mentioned therein , I, on reference to the County Directory,
was pleased to learn that yon were still alive and in the Commission
of the Peace for the district whero the horrible crimes took place.

" The confession was taken down in the presence of a local
Commissioner, his clerk and myself. I may tell you that the
wretched man was brought here some time ago, and placed under
my care. He appeared to be suffering from some subtle brain
disease. He frequentl y had fits ar.d on recovery would occasionally
lose all consciousness, and remain in a trance-tike condition feir elays.
His was a most curious and comp licated case.

"Several friends of mine who were on the Medical Staff came
and saw him , and were a.s much mystified as'I  was. Afterward s he
could talk most rationally and eloquentl y. Hc was fche wreck of a
once great personality, both physical and mental.

" On other occasions and particularl y towards the end he would
pretend that he saw visions, and would hold conversation with them ,
sometimes in English , but more frequentl y in Hindustani. 1 may
also tell you that in addition to the brain mischief , I found , on
examination, that there was a cardiac affection of long standing, and
one likely to prove mortal at any moment.

" Under careful nursing and medical treatment his mind became
more composed , and his genera l condition of health improved. One
sultry night , when the air wns almost stifling, I was seated by his bedside.
He was asleep ; his swarth y face was rendered still durkerby the massof
black hair that surmounted it. His features in repose were striking ly
handsome, notwithstanding the ravages of ill-health. His li ps wore
a defiant expression , and being partly open showed fecth of ivory
whiteness. As I gazed upon his face f was struck with its
fascinating, thoug h saturnine expression. It was the counten-
ance of a man of evil passions, such a onc as Dante must have had
in mind when he fancifu l l y wrote of those who peop led the regions
of the damned.

"As I watched the face of thc sleeping stranger, an affri ghted
expression graduall y shadowed it like a mask. Beads of perspiration
stood on the prominent temples, and his li ps convulsivel y moved.

" I have stated that the night was oppressive , and my head told
me the air was charged with an electrical current. Presently low
muttering thunder was heard and a soughing wind stirred the trees.

'•' There is a storm brewing,' I said as I. arose and closed the
shutters . I again resumed my vi gil. Presentl y my patient sprang
up in a sitting position , and his gleaming eyes were fixed on vaca ncy.
Slowly ho spoke in the Hindu  language .

" ' Great Mother Kali ! I am here ! What  is your will  ? Do you
call upon me io sacrifice another victim to th y altar Y No, I wil l  sin
no more!' I placed my arms around him and tried to force him to
a recumbent position. 1 knew that I held in my grasp a madman ,
one who was not responsible for his actions , but strong man as I
was, a nervousness came over me when 1 gleaned by his wanderings
that I had to deal with a Thug. He fancied tha t  he was confronted
by the fabled goddess Kali , to whom in the wild jung les and fast-
nesses, altars of sacrifice are raised. To add to the horror of the
scene, the siorm increased in violence. The man for a moment
became- calm , and mut tered :

'"Great Spirit  of the Sacred Altars. I have angered you !
Forgive your son .' You .still f rown n p an me I Why is this ? Hark .'
how the storm fiends shriek and howl ! Siva , the Destroyer , has
more power to-ni ght than Vishnu the Preserver ! Ye are pointing
to the accursed Fering hee ! Must he die ? Yc smile in assent.
Great Goddess thou shalt be, ohe-yeel ! Siva streng then my fingers!'
A fearful paroxysm then took possession of him , and his strong
muscular fingers tried to clutch my throat . I exerted my utmost
strength to keep him on thc bed , but iu vain. A fearfu l struggle
ensued , but his strength graduall y left h im and he relapsed into a
death-like faint.

"1 lifted him into bed , app lied ice to his temp les , and forced some
snl rtilatile down his throat . After a time the action of his heart
grew stronger , his eyes opened , and in them shone the light of
returning reason. I gave him aeoutposing draug ht , spoke soothing ly
to him , and , fo niy great relief , hc shortl y after slept as placidl y as a

child. I made up my mind , however, that in future he should bo
under the care of two persons, both night and day.

" The native male nurse, who spoke English well , had been most
assiduous in his attention to the sick man. On thc night in question
I had sent .him to bed. He came again on dnty at sunrise. I told
him what had taken lilace. and warned him to be alert . and on the,
least alarm to summon me. I promised him that in tho course of
the day I wemld send him a companion to share his duties. If in my
absence on official du ty thc fits of homicidal phrensy should again bo
manifest, that he and' his colleague should firml y "restrain the man ,
bufc were not to use violence.

'* At noon I looked in , and was pleased to see that the patien t was
in one of his lucid moods. The attendants told me that, the sick man
had partaken freely of nourishment, and had been conversing with
them most coherently.

"He asked me to accord him a f e w  minutes ' private conversation.
When thc nurses had left , he said to mc :

" ' Doctor, I am not long for this world ! Am I nofc right ? I
wish to make a confession . It is useless to fence with me. My hold
on life in held but by a thread. The mischief lies here,' and he
placed his hand in the region of his heart. ' I have been and still am
in pain. A feeling takes possession of mc occasionally as of suffoca-
tion , then a deathly faintness follows. Please examine me.'

"I app lied the stethoscope , and the result was ominous. Angina
p ectoris had him in its gri p. I told him that he was in a serious
condition , and it was necessary that he should at once settle all
worldly matters, as a mortal syncope might overtake him at any
moment.

" ' Will yon be good enough ,' he said in quiet tones, ' to send for
the Resident Commissioner, as the communication I have to make is
in the nature of a dy ing deposition. I wish to clear the character of
one who, though acquitted by the law, has for years rested under the
susp icion of many in his native village as a murderer.'

"When the functionary , who was accompanied by his clerk,
arrived the dy ing man asked me to give him a strong stimulant.
Having partaken of thi s , his voice, which before the draught had
been painfull y weak, grew strong ; and in slow bufc measured accents
he dictated to the clerk the confession which J have the honour to
for ward for yonr perusal .

" Yours obediently.
"E IWAR R AI [.TON , M.R.C.S . (England),

" To Ambrose Courtley, Esq., J.P.
" P.S.—I have to add tha t , shortly after he had signed the

document , with a band apparentl y so feeble as to require guidance,
he was seized with a wild paroxysm , and his muscular power was
such that it, took our united streng th to restrain him from doino- an
injury. His homicidal mania returned , and he strove fo strang le one
of us. He foamed at the mouth like a wild beast , strugg led fiercel y,
shrieked out, ' Father Siva the Destroyer, I am thine ! Great
Goddess Kali , receive your son ,' and fell hack lifeless.

Tun CONFES SION'.
"I, Michael Tra vers, being on my bed of death , have to confess to

the perpetration of two murders committed at Mortimer,'iii Stafford-
shire, Eng land , in the year 1822. Before giving the details , I have
to state that 1 am not a native of thc British Isles. I was born
amidst the Indian mountains. Aly father was a native priest , a
Brahmin , and my mother was his mistress. She was of English
parentage, but born in Bengal. I bear her name.

"My father was held in high veneration by his people, »as deeply
versed in Sanscrit and many other ancient languages. Hc was the
head of a powerful secret society, whoso t i tul ar  goddess was Kali.

" I was brought up under his personal care, and became, as I
advanced in years, au enthusiast in the doctrines that he preached ,
und a firm believer in the  sacrifieal observances which he practised.
What , they werc it forms no part of my intention to disclose.

"I was moulded to my father 's will , and for purposes of his own
ifc became necessary that I should receive an English education and
afterward s sojourn in the British Islands. I according ly studied for
some years afc Bombay and left thafc city in possession of high creden-
tials. In my 21th year I came to Eng land and became the tutor
of a youth , tho only son of a Mr. Ranul ph Mortimer, a Staffordshire
magnate. The boy was naturall y clever. 1 became attached to
him , found him an ap t pup il , and iu seven years few youths of his
age were possessed of so much ancient and modern knowledge.

" One evening before the outbreak of a great storm there were
assembled a number of guests afc Mortimer Hall . Among those
present it, is onl y necessary that I should mention the naiiies°of two,
namel y. Air. Ambrose Courtley , a Justice of the Peace, and Doctor
Simeon Daley . Thc lirst mentioned I liked , but the latter 1 disliked.
At certain times, especiall y when the elements are about to bo
violentl y disturbed , J become morose and melancholy. I was asked on
that ni ght to contribute some musical selections by my pup il , but not
feeling well 1 at firs t declined , but subsequently consented .

" Then followed the storm , and my dark fit came on. To avoid a
scene I hurriedl y left the apai tniciit .  When the tempest ceased my
calmness returned , and feeling ashamed of my conduct I made my
way to the room where the Squire and his male guests were. 1 was
about to enter when I heard my name mentioned. Something urged
mo to play the caves-dropper. 1 heard that in consequence of my
conduct.—" Incipient madness," Daley called it. Imbecile that hc



was !—the boy was to be taken from mc and sent' to one of the Public
Schools.

"When fhe  conversation look a genera l turn I entered and
apolog ised for my, fo them , strange' behaviour in thc early part of th o
evening. "When Mr. Mortimer retired I followed and pr ivatel y
overheard the conversation that , took place between him and his wife.
In examining some time before a quantity of old manuscri pts I came
across thc plan of a portion of the Hall that had been bnilt shoi'tly
after the Reformation. The Mortimers down to the time of AVilliam
and Mary hael been Romanists , and there were in the Hall severa l
secret rooms and passages contrived for thc lodgment of thc priests.
I turned my knowled ge to account and was enabled to hear all:

" A feeling then took possession of me which I cannot describe.
The being whose character I had formed , whose natural gifts I had
improved by my fostering care and whose destiny I intended to control
was to be taken from me. Base ingratitude. All night I brooded
o)\ thc subject and in my sleep Siva appeared to me and bade mc kill
the boy. lt was the custom of the youth to bathe in a pool within a
retired and pri vate part , of the grounds.

" Leaving thc house unobserved I went to the spot and there
beheld him disporting in the water. I undressed and joined him in
his diversion. My evil spirit urged me to take life. For a .time I
fought against it but fell at last. He struggled and pleaded for life
but I held him under the water till he was dead. I returned to the
house without being observed. They all thought that his death was
thc result of an accident. At the funeral a terrible revulsion of feel-
ing came over me and I wept like a child.

" The next idea that took possession of mc was to bring my power
of will to bear upon the weakness of Mrs. Mortimer. The writings
and practices of Frederick Anthony Mesmer were regarded by the
million as idle and superstitious. I have studied his teachings, but they
are as nothing compared with the laws of animal magnetism as taught
by my father whose influence over man and beast has many times
held me enthralled. He told mc thafc in time his gifts would pale
before mine.

" In Mrs. Mortimer I had an excellent subject , upon whom to
experimentalise. She was of a romantic and highl y strung tempera-
ment. In thc absence of her husband I exerted my powers and she
became a mere puppet to my will. I left the mansion and gave out
that I was going abroad. I only waited for a fitting opportunity to
carry ont my scheme, ft soon came. Mr. Mortimer went to the
North to sec some friends. I secretl y returned to the Hall the night
before his expected return . By means of the secret passage I made
my way to her chamber , and concealed myself therein till the
departure of her maid , and , calling (o my aiel my art , 1 made her leave
the Hall for ever. We went abroad , and under assumed names lived
as man and wife. I was devoted to her and so she was to me. It
came to my knowledge some time after that enquiries were being made.

"A friend of Mortimer 's named Aldborough had seen me, and his
susp icions were aroused. I determined upon a great step. I went
fo Eng land , and on f h e  ni ght before the grea t storm I secretl y visited
the Hal l  and remained there in hidinu* . Ou that nigh t, I acted the
ghost., and Mortimer , the doting idiot , imag ined that his wife in spiri t
was at his bedside and that she spoke to him. On the following ni ght
I watched my opportunit y, and during tho height of the storm I
strangled him. I had painted my face to resemble that of a typical
demon.

'" The poor fool took mc at firsfc to be onc. He fought stubbornl y
for life and got hold of the bell pull , but  I had cut the wire. The
stops 1 took to throw susp icion on Jonson the valet were successful.
The hidden waistcoat and the detached button served my turn. Thc
newspapers of tho day fully reported the case. The man was
acquitted , but many believed him to be guilty. I returned to Franco
intending after a time to make Ethel my wife. Shortly after landing
and whilst travelling in the dili gence I heai'd the awful news that
she had perished with others in a (ire that , destroyed the hotel where
we had lived. I cannot say any thing further . I am choking and
have but a few minutes to live. My confession and my life 's history
here ends. I am going blind Oh , Brahma! my heart , my heart.
Quick, give mc the pen .' Guide my hand ! " MiciMur , T IMVEHS ."

NOTI:.—" The above confession was taken down by my clerk , Mr.
John Robinson , on the night of thc first of Sep tember , 1831, iu my
presence and in the presence of Mr. Ed gar Rail ton , a Member of the
Royal College of Surgeons, England . The dy ing manrefused to take
the customary oath as he said vihat, ifc would nofc be binding on his
conscience.— CIIAHM :S MACDON'AUI , Commissioner."

' A most dreadful and cold blooded confession ," remarked Mr.
Courtley. 'In it the wretched man expresses no regret for his crime,
and yet with a strange inconsistency was anxious nofc to leave fcho
world without offe ring sonic reparation to the man Jonson , who
although hehl blameless by tho law , yet has, for many years, been
regarded with suspicion by those to whom the crime is yet fresh.'

Another phase of Traver 's dement ia ," observed the doctor. " Ho
was one of those who would have submitted to torture unmurmuriiigly,*
or mounted the gallows intrepidly, nofc in the spirit of mere bravado ,
but with perfect sangfro id. He possessed good and bad qualities.
Unhapp ily the latter werc predominant , but hereditary madness was
the primary cause of his downfall."

Mortimer Hall has long since been demolished , but the Black
Copse Pool still remains , and the superstitions say that at times they
can hear in the wailing wind the moans and pitiful cries of tho
murdered boy.
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Ifcniobts ilemplars.

^^^^^pHE precise origin of Masonic Knight Temp lary
l/ I^^^wl 'ias not yet ^ecn c''scovei"ec'< but 'he a^e anc^
|( (^^Pyj|| interesting address on " 'I'he Origin and Progress
Ip-^^^JjI of Chivalric Freemasonry ," by Sir Charles A.
s ŝ^m, Cameron , M.D., C.B. (April 26th , ioooVwill hel p

very much in tbat direction . It contains many
well authenticated facts on the subject , skilfull y arranged ancl
most carefull y di gested and exp lained , ancl is by far the best
summary yet published.

It seems impossible , at present , to decide which ot the three
countries (England , Scotland , or Ireland) was the lirst to work
the Kni ght Templar Degree, though, if thc " Early Grand
Encampment " is anything like the age claimed by its friends,
the latter country must be accepted as the premier home of that
Ceremony ; but even then , its actual origin would remain
unsolved. The Degree may have been arranged by brethren
connected with one of the three countries named , and not an
importation fro m France, as is generall y supposed , and certainly
the evidence tends in such a direction.

So far as is known the Royal Arch was always a necessary
prerequisite for Kni ght Templary during the last century , and
assuming that fact to be admitted , it appears to be more likely
that the Ceremony is of British or Irish ori gin rather than of
Continental manufacture. Its Military character , in part , is more
in favour of Ireland than either of the other two countries , and
any way, as an organisation , with numerous subordinates , the
"Early Grand " Body has much evidence in its favour as the
premier K.T. authority of the British Isles. That point ,
however, cannot be established, as yet, as (1) in England , the
Degree is met with at Portsmouth so early as 177 8 ; (2) the
Charter at Bristol is dated Dec. 20th , 17 80, and provides for the
Degree being conferred only on those who have " passed the
four Degrees of Masonry," fees were to be paid on Subordinate
"Grand Encampments " being warranted , and none were to be
recognised unless authorised by that " Supreme Grand and
Royal Encampment ," or constituted pr ior to 17 80, and (3) the
" Five Degrees or Orders of Masonry " were regularl y worked at
York under the wing of the "Grand Lodge of all England ," a
Certificate being preserved of the year 1779, having these live
Degrees duly noted as being given from January to November
inclusive. These dates are as early as any yet traced elsewhere
in Great Britain and Ireland.

I here are other sources of information , which , however,
leave the matter undecided , but the oldest minutes known
certainl y connect Ireland more immediatel y with thc honour of
being one of the earliest (probabl y the lirst) to make the Degree
known in America. The " Massachusetts Grand Lodge " was
formed at Boston , U.S.A., on December 37th , 1769, by " St.
Andrew 's Lodge (warranted by Scotland in 1756) with the
assistance of three Army Lodges held in the 14th Regiment
(No. 58 England), 29th Regiment (No. 322 Ireland), and 64th
Regiment (No. 106 Scotland) respectivel y. A " Koyal Arch
Lodge " was held under the a*gis of "St. Andrew 's," on August
28th , 1769, when thc "four steps " were conferred upon Bro.
William Davis, of " Excell' , Sup-Excclh , Roy ' Arch and Kl
Templar , ' subsecpientl y termed " the four Degrees of a Royal
Arch Mason." This is the earliest record of the kind yet
traced as respects the K.T. Ceremony, and it is suggestive to
note that the W.M. and S.W. at this meeting, with another

member, were the S.W., W.M., and j.W. respectivel y of Lodge
No. 322 , Ireland ; so that it is but fair to suppose that to these
brethren the St. Andrew 's Lodge was indebted for a knowled ge
of the ceremony . Lodge 58 was constituted in the 14th
Regiment by the "Atholl " G.L. or "Ancients ," in 1759, and
had the right to work the R.A. without another Charter , but no
authorit y was conferred by its Grand Lodge as to Knight
Templary . The Grand Lod ge of Scotland has never recog-
nised either of these two Degrees , thoug h many of its sub-
ordinate Lodges worked them notwithstanding.

The " Hi gh Knight Temp lars Lodge," Dublin , chartered by
" Mother Loelge- Kilwinning," was onl y for Craft purposes , but it is
evident that the promoters were mostl y (if not all) Kni ghts Tem-
plars, and it is remarkable that the lirs t W.M., in signing the minute
of its inaugural meeting held immediately following its constitu-
tion , Dec. 27th , 1779, added to his name the letters " E.G.M.,'
and the next in rank those of " E.G.S.W.," thus proving they
were Early Grand Kni ght Templars. This Lodge had appa-
rently assembled previously , and the Scottish Lodge only
authorised its members to meet under the "Kilwinning "
ausp ices, with " all powers ancl privileges which now are , or for
any time past, may have been legally enj oyed by any other
Lodge of our creating," i.e., for Craft purposes exclusivel y.

So far as Scotland is concerned , the existing facts all go to
show that the K.T. was introduced into that country bv the
" Early Grand Encpt. of Ireland ," and the rival organisation ,
which later on became the chief of the two Bodies (but the j unior
nevertheless), was started by Alex. Deuchar , who had , for some
lime, been connected with the "Grand Assembl y of Kni ght
Temp lars in Edinburg h , N"* 31," holding of the " Earl y Grand.
Body of Ireland , as proved by a Certilicate in possession of
Bro. F. J. XV.  Crowe, of the year 1809, and signed by Deuchar
as G.M.

Sir Charles A. Cameron has clone well to bring together, in
such an attractive and useful form , so many facts concerning the
early History of Kni ghts Templars in Great Britain and Ireland ,
and all of us interested in such a stud y owe him a debt of
gratitude for the trouble he has taken , and the success he has
achieved.

WM. JAMES HUGHAN .
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facsimile IReprobucttous
B3rf=plT is through the courtesy of Bro. W. Watson of
fei %&l of Leeds , Librarian of the Prov. G. Lodge of
IN fc^'l West Yorkshire , that ive are able to lay before our
fEej J Ij^j  readers reduced Facsimile Reproductions 

of 
sundry

)-^~~2Ml pages ( i )  of Dr. Fifield' s Dassi gny 's famous
treatise entitled " Serious and Impartial Enquiry

into the Cause of the Present Decay of Freemasonry in Ireland ,"
whicli was published in Dublin in 1744 ; and portion of Thomas

W. Embleton MS., and the Macnab MS. of the Old Constitu-
tional Books , which are in the possession of the Prov. G. Lodge
of West Yorkshire , and whicli date fro m A .D. 1680 [circa ) and
1722 respectively. We are confident that our readers—especial ly
those who interest themselves in our " Old Charges "—will
appreciate Bro. Watson's kindness in according us this privilege.
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THE " THOS. W. EMBLETON MS."
(A.D. IIWH circa.)

licduccd facsimile of two jiortions 0/ TUB "Titos. \V. K MHLETON M.S.," in tht
possession of thc PROVINCIAL G RAND I.ODUK OK W EST YORKSHIRE .
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(A.D. 1722).

Iti 't tuaitl f acs imi le  of port ions of " THK M A C N A H  MS., '* ill the jioss ctsion vf
TIIK PR O V I N C I A L  H I I A N U  I.OUOK OI * W EST Y O R K S H I R E

K IIOM A I' HOTOIJKAIMI IIV II. CKCII. W .vrsoN', H EADINIILEV -, LKH ILS

T H E  MAI XAII  MS . (A.1 1 . 1722) .



•£*g^—^|
HOSF. 

who 
have 

given close attention to the
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ro
gress °f Masonry during the 25 or 30 years

^k ^lJy 1 *-'la(: f°"owe<^ l'
ie establishment of the Grand

[jpsl|glU Lodge of England have doubtless read of a
certain Charles Sackville , Earl—or Duke , as he is

erroneousl y described—of Middlesex , the lodge he is said
to have founded in Italy, and the medal struck by Natter
in his honour in 1733. This is the oldest medal , of the  existence
of which there is authentic evidence , and as may be imag ined ,
not many specimens of it are met with. Doubts have been
raised as to its genuineness , or rather , perhaps , as to the genuine-
ness of the date inscribed upon it. The late Bro. the Rev.
A. F. A. Woodford , in Kenning 's " Encyclopaedia of Free-
masonry," of which he was editor, looked with favour upon it tn
this respect , and a few years after the publication ot that important
work had , if we remember rightly, the good fortune to meet with
a specimen in the British Museum collection. Contempora ry
evidence , however , is forthcoming in abundance which shows
that Charles Sackville , Earl of Middlesex , the eldest son of thc
lirs t Duke ' of  Dorse 't , was not onl y 111 Ital y, but actuall y m
Florence in 1732 , and the earlier months of the following year,
and having regard to the free-and-easy manner in which in those
days Masonic lod ges were set up, there! is no special reason
that we can suggest wh y this Charles Sackville may not have
been a Mason , and started the lod ge at Florence in honour of
which this medal of Natter 's was struck. It is on record that
his younger brother , Lord George Sackville , was Grand Master
of Ireland in 175 1 , and that early in 1752 he was invited to
become G. Master of the- "Ancient " Masons , then working
unde:r a Grand Committee , but as Dermott , who was Grand
Secretarv at the time , and also one of the deputation that waited
upon Ins lordship, tells us in his minutes of ist April , 1752 ,
" having read the petition , His lordshi p told them politel y, That
he had the: hi ghest veneration for the Ane *ie 'iit Craft , and wish to
promote' it. But he* was engaged to attend His Father , the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland , and was informed that the - Grand Lodge
of Ireland had latel y chosen him Grand Master , and that upon
his return to England he would .*ie*e*e*pt the chair or recommend
them to another noble Mason." But if the younger brother was
a Mason , why may not the elder have been one likewise , and to
go a step further , why may he: not , as other young men of rank
wen* in the- habit of doing, taken the liberty of doing what in
humbler men would have ' been punishable without benefit of
cle-rgv ? Freemasonry was very much in fashion at the ' time.

But this is a digression which bears onl y very remotel y upon
the story we reproduce and which , we trust , will be overlooked.
What we are de'sirous of pointing out is that Charles Sackville
was in Florence' in 1732 and 1733, and that we' are* indebted for
the evidence of this lo the ' works of the Rev. Josep h Spence ,
who attended the young nobleman in quality of a comp anion ,
and not as a governor. Nor was this the* onl y forei gn tour that
Mr. Spence made- in this capacity . He accompanied Mr. Trevor
on a tour throug h Holland , Flanders , and France from May,
1737, to February, 173H , with thc intention of proceedin g to
Italy. But this was impossible , as Mr. Trevor was .called home
to offer himsel f as candidate- for a borough. Fro m October , 1739,
to November , 1742 , he travelled with the: Earl of Lincoln , after-
w ards second Duke of Newcastle , and it was his custom to write
home to his mother full partic ulars of whatev er struck him as being
worth y of record , or likel y to interest or amuse- her. These memo-
randa were lirst published from th e- ori ginal papers , with Notes
and a Life of the author , bv Samuel Weller Singer , in 1820 , the
publishers being XV. I I .  Carpenter , Lower Brook-street , London ;
and Archibald Conslabh: ane! Co., Edinburg h .' and it is from the*
narrat ive ol" the th i rd  anil last 01 these ' tours , as will be seen
from the date of lhe letter itself , that the following extra-
ordinary storv is quoted. Doubtless , the reader will  have ' the
same diflirultv in mainta in ing a grave- counleiiance w hen reading
it as Mr. Spence himself experienced when the ' story was being
told lo him by the Adept.

ftbe Bbepts, Turin , August 25, 1740.
Dear Mother ,

If the history of Floris was too Melancholy for you
(as I fear it was) I am now going to give you an account of
some people that may be too mysterious for you ; such as some
peop le will scarce believe ever were , or will be , in the world ;
however , one of them I have very lately met with ; & I must
give you an account of him while 'tis fresh in my memory .

Have you ever heard of the peop le call'd Adepts ? They are
a sett of Philosop hers, superiour to whatever appear 'd among the
Greeks and Romans. The three great points they drive at , is
to be free from Poverty , Distempers , & Death ; & if you will
believe them , they have found out one Secret that ' is capable of
freeing them from all three ! There are never more than twelve
of these men in the world at a time ; & wc have the happ iness
of having one of the twelve at this t ime in Turin. I was very
well acquainted with him ; & have often talk 'd with him of their
Secrets as far as he is allow 'd to talk to a cornon mortal of
them.

His name i.s Audrey ; a Frenchman ; of a Genteel Air ;
but with a certain Gravit y in his face , that I never saw in
any Frenchman before. The first time I was in com-
pany with him , as I found hc had been a great Traveller ,
I ask'd him whether he had ever been in England ,
and how* he lik'd the Country ? He said that he had ,
& that he lik'd it more* than anv Country he had ever
been in. The last time- I was in Eng land , added he , there werc
Eleven Philosop hers there. I told him I hop 'd there might be
more than Eleven in Eng land. He' smil'd a little and said : Sr I
don t talk of common Philosop hers ; I talk of Adepts ; and of
them I saw in England , what I never saw anywhere else ; there
were Eleven at Table* ; I made the Twelfth ; and when we came
to compare our A ges all together , they made somewhat upward
of Four Thousand years, f wonder 'd lo hear a grave man talk so
strange ly, & ask'd him , as seriousl y as I cou 'd , how old he
mi ght be himself. He said lhat he was not quite 200 ; but that
he was one of the* youngest at the Table. He said that the
See're'l of carry ing on their lives as long as they pleas'd was
known to all of them ; & lhat some of them perhaps mi ght
remove out of this world ; but that he did not th ink  any
onc of them wou ld dye; for if thev did not like
this Globe , they had nothing to do but to go into
another , whenever they pleased. How soon that might
be , he did not know , but St. John and tho
Travelling Jew , he said , had staid in it above 17 hundred vears ;
& some of his Friends perhaps mi ght stay as long. He said
the - Gre-at Elixir of w'*1' he had some* in his pocket , made him
look no older than Forty ; that he* was afraid of no distemper ,
for that would cure him lmmediate lv ; nor of Want , because 't
wou 'd make ' him as much Gold as he p lea.s'd. He said many
other things as strange' and surprizing, as what I have told
vou.

I was talking of him and his Gold -making to our Minister
here : who , upon this , told me a verv odel storv , which he* had
from Mareoha! Rhebeneler , General of the King of Sardinia 's
Forces at present. The General (who comes from those- parts)
says , that when Gustavus Adol phus was going to make* War with
the ' LmpiTour , he ' found himself al a loss for monev sufficient
for so great an Under taking ,  l ie  was very melanchol y upon it ,
& everything was at a stand ; when one mornin g a verv old man
came to his Court , & told the* Gentleman of the Be-dchamber
in Waiting, that he wanted to speak lo the King. The
Gentleman desired his name ; he ' refused to tell it ;
but he said he must speak to the King, & that
it was on Business of the utmost importance to his Maj esty 's
Affairs. Gustavus , who was incapable of fear , order 'd him to
be admitted.  When the- v wen* alone , lhe Old Man tolel him ,
that  he knew what straits he was in for monev ; & that he was
come to lurnish him with as much as he shou 'el want.  He then
desir 'el him to send for a Crucible full  of Mercury ; lie look out
a While Powder , & put in onl y ab1 the quan t i t y  of a pinch of
snuff . He then desir 'd him to sit bv the '  Crucible , t i l l  lhe- next
morning ; gave: him a large bundle of (he White Powder , and
dpcarlcd. When Gustavus call 'd for th e Crucible the  next
morning, ' twas all fu ll  of one solid p iece of Gold. He coin 'd
this into Ducats ; cv on the Coin , in memory of the fact , was
.struck the Ch yniical Marks for Merci irv and Sul phur. Rhebender
had several of them thus markt , & gave- one of Ihem to our
Minister , who told me the story .



Some IRave Certificates.
BY FRED J. W. CROWE ,

P. M. 328 , 2076, 2806, P. LProv . CO., &e*.

IPPlllillNCE I last contributed a paper to the Christmas
IfvplIJi Freemason on this subject I have added many

ll^^^^ ffl sPccimens to my store' and I venture to hope that
ijN^l|J a descri ption of some few speciall y interesting
&fea& ẑ&\ items will not be unacceptable to your readers. For

the illustrations I have to thank my friend Bro. * .
J. Taylor , P.M., 1402, P. Prov. G. Reg. Devon , who, in spite of
the unprop itious weather, has secured an admirable * series
of negatives.

The lirst specimen is that of the Lod ge of Perfect Union at
Namur , which was founded by thc Grand Lodge of Scotland ,
about 1770 , as No. 160, and became defunct , as far as I can
gather , before the end of the century . The Lodge is named in
the list of the 1S48 Book of Constitutions , but no date is given
of its erection or erasion , so that the years named can only
be approximated by the dates of the lod ges precedin g and
following: it. The wor ding is as follows :—

"De l'Oricnt d' un Lieu tres-St . . . tres-Fort .
^ 

. . &
tres-Eclaire . . . ou regnent le Silence , la Paix , & l'E galite.

A tous les Respectables Grands-Maitre s Salut '.¦ '¦• '.•
NOUS VENERA Hl.E-MAlTRE de la Loge de St. Jean , sous le titre
de la PARI-AITE- UNION a l'Oricnt de N amur (Loge Icgitimement
constitute par la Metropole Loge d'Edimbourg au grand
Orient D'ECOSSE) accompagne de nos chers Freres faisant
nombre competant pour composer un Loge reguhere , juste , &
parfaite , savoir faisons , certifions & atlestons que NOTRE CHER
FRERE GERARD -J EAN PYMAN , de Dcventer Age- de 25 ans,
OITicier au Hegimcnt du Prince FREDE RIC D'ORANGE duement
initio aux M ysteres des deux premiers Grades de notre Ordre

apres un scrupuleux hxamen etc sa Conciuite , vie CY *via>urs,
taut en Loge que hors de Loge. a etc par NOUS eleve au
Grade de Maitre selon les Us' & Coutumcs prati ques

^ 
de tout

terns. En foi de ejuoi lui avons fait expe'dicr ces Presentes ;
signees de notre main , du Passe-Maitre , des Surveillants &
princi paux Oflicie:rs : conlresi gne'es de notre Secretaire , &
scellees de nos Sceaux ordinaires.

Si Mandons a tons les V E N'ERABLES des Loges rcguliercs
repandues sur la surface de la terrc , de la reconnoitre pour tel ,
el lui  faire hon accueil ; leur pronmttant d' en user de memo
envers tous le-s M aeons , qui se pn'senteront , munis de leurs
Patentes.

Donne en p leine Loge le 5 de May de l'Ere Mae ;one 57190
Mali v Par la tivs—Respectable Loge

.XormnI Secretaire.
Ma lslan de foos S. Pr. C. p asse Mai/re.

G. 7. I ' yma 11.
D 'aiilrebnnde /) ' ait/ree S :  R : C : el
A : d:  /' .- /' .* A' .* premier Surv.

A . .] I a,11 in S.R: C.A.d. T:  P :  E.
Tresorier.

Kollingner , Oral cur.
G. S. liny Sn." S' el (irand Kiln 'de / .,'.
It is curious that the: whole certi/icate , with the: exception of

the date and the signatures , is in print , including the name ""of

the reci pient , Bro. Pyman , and the facl that he received the first
two grades onl y. If  the certificate was printed specially for him
why was not the date printed also ? The date 5780 is evidently
according to the Scottish custom of adding 4004 to the vulgar
era, for on the top left-hand corner is an interesting MS.
endorsement—" Exhibe": & vu en Loge La Bien Aimec a Amster-
dam ce 11" jour de Scptb10 de fan de Lumii:re 577 6. Ant :
Myhus. Secret." Two seals are appended. That on the left is
attached to a little bunch of ribbons of red , blue , yellow, green
and black. The impression is very bad , but I can just dis-
tinguish a double-headed eagle on a Maltese Cross, sword
handles , and the motto " Nee plus ultra." Another motto at the
bottom is undeci pherable. The other seal is on yellow and blue
ribbons. In the centre are the arms of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland surrounded by an heraldic mantle and the motto,
""Nostrum Dominus Dcus Prcesidium." The use of the "High
Grades " seal and motto on a Craft certificate of this date is
unusual to me. I should be glad to know if any brother knows
of any other certificate of a Scottish lod ge of this date, as it is
the oldest I am acquainted with.

No. 2 is a MS. certificate to the same brother , and from the
same lodge, of the degree of Master Mason. The date is
May 31, 5779, and the four signatures of Mahy, Mamin ,
D'Antrce , and Mormal onl y (W.AI., S.W., J.W., and Sec), are
attached. There arc two seals on light blue ribbon. That on

the left shows a celestial crown , sun , moon , seven stars, palm
branches , ancl rainbow surmounted by what is , presumab ly,
a dove. The motto reads " Nui 'ncn ? ^nvS^ Lumen."
The other is a large and handsome seal , in tin box , with the
crest and arms of the G. L. .Scotland, and motto , " Nostrum
Dominus Dcus Pr.esidium." Perhaps some brother learned in
Hebrew will translate Alcph , Lamed, He, Nun.

No. 3 is the old certificate of the Lodge of Edinburg h ,



the plate of which has long been lost. 1 have a copy
of this in my own collection , dated 1847, but as it is very-
wrinkled my friend , Brother XV. J . Hug han , has lent me
his own di p loma of Honorary Membershi p from the same
plate, for reproduction , which will , ol course , be doubl y
interesting. At the top is an all-seeing eye , then on a
riband the motto, " Sit lux et lux fuit ," beneath which are the
words " Existing in 1535. The Lodge of Edinburg h , Mary 's
Chapei , holding of the Grand Lodge of Scotland , No. 1. To all
whom it may concern. These are to certif y that our trusty and
well-beloved Brother I Villinm 'J amcs llitgf ian , who has on the
centre column hereof signed his name , was regularly affiliated
[Honorary) in the Lodge of Edinburgh , holding of the Gd. L.
of Scotland No. 1, in testimony whereof We, the Master,
Wardens , Treasurer , Secretary of said ancient Lodge, have
subscribed these presents , and caused the Seal of the Lodge to
be appended hereto at Edinburg h, the eighth day of October , in
the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and seventy-
two, and of Light Five Thousand Eight Hundred and seventy-
six." On the opposite side the same matter in Latin. The
Signatures are J . Muirhead , Master ; E. XV. Ni ghtingale , S.W. ;
J. Phil p, J.W. ; John R. Campbell , Treasurer ; J . Webster ,
Sec, and at the bottom is impressed the old seal of the lodge.

No. 4 is the new and hand some certificate of Honorary
Membershi p recently issued in connection with the Tercentenary
celebration. Thc group on the left represents the bui lding of
Holyrood Chapel in 112S , and in panel beneath is the famous
extract from the Schaw statutes stating that , " Edr salbe in all

tyme cuming as of befoir the lirst and princi pal! lud ge in
Scotland." It is signed by Peter L. Henderson , R.W.M.; J. A.
Trevelyan Sturrock , W.S.W. ; J. F. Officer , W.J.W., and R.
Wood Hawks, Sec, and dated )nne 1 }tb, i8o0-

No. 5 is a handsome plate with inscrip tions in English and
Celtic of the Celtic Lodge of Edinburg h and Leith , now No.
291. At the top over an irradiated field containing the all-

seeiiii.r eye , sun , moon , anel seven stars , is the inscri ption
" In the East there is a place full of light where: silence and
peace rei gn & the darkness comprehended!! it not. "—A slight
variant of the usual wording of this we:ll known phrase.

The: design is bold and effective .' . On the uppermost of
three steps are two columns , Doric and Corinthian , the latter

surmounted by a fi gure of King Robert the Bruce , in kilt  and
sporan , and the former by Sir William Wallace in full armour
and plaid. In the centre , on a cushion , is the Royal Crown of
Scotland , with the sword of state and two sceptres ; and
standing between the p illars are fi gures of Charity, and of the
R.W.M. wearing an apron adorned with emblems and holding a
gavel. On the step are the Three Great Lights , and the level
and plumb. The name has not been Iiiled in , and I am in-
formed that the certificate is not in use at present.

No. 6 is without exception the most beautiful and artistic
diploma 1 have ever seen. It was designed by Bro. S. D.
Douglas, and engraved by Bro. J. Gellatl y, of Edinburg h , for
the Lodge Edinburg h St. David No. 36 ; the lodge in which
Sir Walter Scott was made. It was yranted to Bro.
Thomas Eccleston , Surgeon , on May 17th , 1847, and is signed
by Archibald Douglas, S.W.; Josep h Harkom , J.W. ; Daniel
Robertson , Sec ; and by Bro. J . Gellatl y himself as Treasurer.
The Master, for some reason , omitted to sign . The certificate
proper is in the centre , between Ionic and Corinthian columns ,
surmounted by figures of Justice and of Atlas bearing the globe,
between which is an all-seeing eye surrounded by clouds. On

... - ¦ - . -. .. • a '*** *¦* 1*0 -"' ¦•.*' •
¦" ' ' . '' •'

the left thc full moon and seven stars shine over what looks like
tlie Forth , near which arc the ruins of Holyrood , whilst in the
nearer foreground is a Greek temp le. On the left , various
celebrated works of anti quity are grouped in a landscape over
which the sun is rising. They include the Tower of Babel , the
Pyramids , the Parthenon , Stonelicnge , tin- Three Crosses of
Calvary, aud , in addition to these, the modern Scott memorial.
At the bottom are two interesting scrolls. That on the left
reads thus :—-" Memoir of the Lodge Edinburgh S1- David for
one hundred years . This lod ge , a branch of the Leith
Kilwinnin g N" 5 in the Grand Lodge roll (now extinct) obtained
a charter of erection on 7"' Feb5'- , 1739, under the title of ' The
Canongate from Leith Lodge. On 2nd August , 175 6, with
sanction , the present name of " St. David' s " was assumed. The
lirst meetings were held successivel y in the Laigh Coffee-house ,
Canongate ; Shoemakers ' Hall , Potterow ; Hammerm an 's Hall ,
Canongate. The present Hall (H yndford' s Close), purchased
on 9th Novr., 1757 , was consecrated by the Grand I.odge on
12th Deer, thereafter. The records of the Grand Lodge, as well
as those of the sister lod ges, bear testimon y that St. David' s has
ever been held in the highest estimation for its uniform strict
attention to every Masonic duty, while its own members evince
the anxiety of its members at all time to preserve ; from encroach-
ment the ancient landmarks ol" the Craft. Its list of upwards of
3000 members comprises many names of brethren , distinguished
for worth , rank , and talent. Among these will be found the
illustrious name of Walter Scott."

The other is the " List of Masters of St. David' s Lodge.
" Klcclcel |/,;S Ai -e-hi l ia le l  Smart  . KUrlcel 17 * >S Wi l l i am ISa 'lie-

„ 174 1 W'lli .- i in Wilsnn ,, 177 1 1 Anelive v Uall 'iiur
17-) 7 Colin M' le - lu-ll ., 177 1 Ki i l . i -n  l l i n - i i i '
175 1 John Orr ,, 1 77.' I )r. 11 . Wareir. -l-e.

•> 1754 Wallt -r l 'V-v auMin ,, 177. *; Anelre-w Yule:
1755 .|aiiiL's Kw.-iri ,, 1774 I le-nr. - I l i>i-m -

11 175G Dr. J.-Ill l i . 's W a l k e - r  ,, 1775 Davi -'l .\ l .- ixwe -i!
11 1/.S7 Wi l l i am Buek-v ,, [77 s  | .,,; •¦ I |-*,,r!ii-s
,, 175* 8 Tlu - Karl of Leveii ,, 17s,, I ) ; - . .\. Kudu-be
11 17O4 James I ionic „ 17S3 James Hurili *



"KlcctccI 17S5 Antlrow li.-dfour Elected 1S23 Sir P. Walker , Kt.
,, 17 87 Wm. Camp bell of (re-elected)

Fair field ,, lS_»5 Archibald Dimcm
17S1) Sir J .G Crai g, Bart . ,, 1827 'I 'lionias "Miller
171JJ James Home (re- ,, 1838 J . A. Ball 'mharel

elected I ,, 1834 Toe! Robert Kerr
I7 e) (> I O. Brown „ 1835 Sir P. Walker , Kt.
171)8 " . Dick (re-elected)
I 7<)ii I. C) . Brown ( re- ,, 1837 Capt. D. Boswell ,

elected) K N.
KSIIO I I .  \i Broun „ 1S4 1 J . Brown Douglas

,, 1804 Josep h Gillon ,, 1S45 Honble. H. Wal pole
,, 18111 'H. K Brown (re- ,, 1846 J. Brown Douglas

elected ) (re-elected)
i8_u T. T. Maconcoliie ,, * 1847 W. Bal lour- Bark ie

,, 1822 Sir P. Walker , Kl.
., 1823 T. T. Macj nocliie

(re-elected )

This plate also is lost , which its beauty renders a matter for
great regret.

The remaining specimens shown are Continental. No. 7 is
a very rare certificate issued by the Lodge of L'Amite et
Fraternit e at Dunkerque , and dated Wednesday, the 15th of
August , 57 88. It was granted to "Joseph Castagnier , sous-
lieulenant des vaisss de S. M. Louis XVI. Roi de France ," and
enumerates the degrees ol" E.A., F.C , M.M., Parl'ait ; Elu ;
Apprentice , Comp anion , ancl Master Ecossais. The centre
piece, presumabl y the seal of the lod ge, is a very handsome
wood-block. The desi gn shows the compass , square , level ,

p lumb , mallet , acacia , and segment , surmounted by a shield
bearing a label of three; points , beneath which are three lleur-de-
lis (two and one) , and around il is the legend , " Lod ge R. de
S { ).  De J . DF. L 'Amilie et Fraternite de- Dunkerque. " It is
si gned by all the princi pal officers , several of whom append
S P.R C. to their names. The seal is , unfortunatel y, missing.

No. eS is the finest amongst many line desi gns of I' rench
certificates , at any rate in my op inion. It was granted to

Alexander Gaudard by Lodge Sincere Amitie at Lyons, and is
dated November 12th 1834. Bro. Tay lor 's negative is so good
that I think the symbolic groups around the margin will full y
explain themselves. The seal of the lodge is engraved at the

1 • • • -i ¦• •top, and another , bearing a double triang le and other indistinct
devices , surmounted by a crown , is affixed to the body of the
document.

No. 9 is a rare di ploma of a Degree peculiar to the Nether-
lands , and founded by Prince Frederie*k of the Netherlands.
It is called Elect Masters , and is an elaboration of part of the
Third Degree. The idea is most perfect equality, and no decora-
tion is worn but a small medal on a blue cord , the brethre n
appearing in evening dress. The present specimen was granted

to Bro. Ludol ph van Kervcl , of Lodge Silenlinin at Delft , and is
dated May 23rd , 5823, and signed by Prince Frede 'rie:k himself.
The Degree: was also worked at Brussels , and a slightl y different
di ploma in French was issued there , of which I have a specimen.
I am informed lhat the Degree is now nearl y, if not cpiite , extinct.

No. 10, the last , is granted to Hendrik Phili p Stoffels , of
Lodge de Drie Colommen at Rotterdam on March 7th , 1835, and
shows the old type of Dutch certificate. The seal is appended
to a ribbon of orange, blue , and white , and bears a device of the
Three Columns surmounted by a trian g le. On the: centre pillar

¦ m „w, , ** . _ _
¦ ¦ '? -* - :- -_Lw~. ' * * . - . ¦ * -- - . .a . ~.,v . ~v~ .,^

is a sun and G , and below the square and compass , whilst the name
of tlie lod ge is around the marg in. The lod ge sti l l  exists , and I
believe there is one of similar title in Germany ; but in spite of
the l re 'i |uent allusions to these architectural emblems , and their
appearance of every Eng lish M.M. certificate , the only lod ge
bearing this name ' on the roll of the Grand Lodge of England is
"The Lod ge of the Three Pillars , 2806 ," founded at Coekington ,
Torquay, in Mav , 1900.

If there is any point in connection with these certificates on
which any brother may wish for further  information , I shal l be
most happy to hear from him privatel y.



£be Blotting fl>ab.
A LOVE STORY.

BY PROF. F. W. DRIVER , M.A., P.M. -1-5, P.Z. 742.
Author of " Saved hy a Puff of Wind," ' The Four Henries ,"

" Champai/ ne Cheap, " " A Case of Suicide," §-c.

¦
f̂ S!g§JR- HARRY HASTING S, a thriving young merchant ,
ll/ fflH ilttVw °^ Everston , had been busily engag-ed during the
i /WW MCTI \\ * •|l IEJR !psl )J morning and afternoon , in interviewin g * upwards

I KO§| \aj /A, °f <M lucly candidates, who had 'applied , in answer
|g£La~:»-.5S) to an advertisement, for the post of typewriter

and secretary, in his ollice. He had been visited
by many maidens of certain and uncertain ages, of every
variety of personal appearance, some good looking, others the
reverse. All were , however, eager for the post^-and professed
themselves qualified for the duties required.

Mr. Hastings took down the names of three, or four , but
found it difficult to decide. One , however , of the later arrivals
attracted his attention. She was a young girl of about If ) or
20, small in stature and fi gure , a blonde with fair hair and blue
expressive eyes, of which , however , little could be seen , for she
modestl y looked down , as if afraid. She said she had , up to
Lhe present tinu>, no business exper ience , she had onl y learnt
typewriting as an amusement , but she thoug ht she mi ght bo
able , after a little practice , to acquire facility and be of use.

Mr. Hastings asked her name, and enquired if she had any
references to offer.

She replied , she was Lucy Ashford , that she had beeu
living with her father and brother , some miles from Everston.
Her father had been dead some time, and left her brother and
herself in almost destitute circumstances. Her brother had ,
fortunatel y, obtained emp loyment , but sho determined not to be
a burden on him and hoped to be able to contribute to her own
support. She gave, as reference , the landlad y of the house, at
Everston , where her brother and she were lod ging.

Now, althoug h prudence and due caution should have
dictated to Mr. Hastings to app ly to the reference given before
engaging the young lad y, he did not do so, but informed M iss
Ashford that she mi ght commence her duties at his ollice next
week ; the fact was he had taken a fancy to her.

Before leaving the ollice , he wrote to those whose addresses
he had taken down , say ing that the situation had been filled up .

Next Monday Miss Ashford commenced her duties.
It was uot long, however, before it was seen that the y oun< *»

lady was not suited to the post, as she herself said , she had had
no business experience.

Mr. Hastings was very kind , passed over many glarin*-*
mistakes she made , and assisted her materiall y, but at last , ho
began to have serious misg ivings, that he had acted unwisely,
and that his business interests would seriousl y suffer.

One morning, a week after her engagement , Mr. Hastings
called her to his room , and said , " I am afraid , Miss Ashford , I
shall not be able to continue your services, you must be aware ,
yoursel f, how inexper ienced you are."

"Oh ! Mr. Hastings , kindl y grant me your patience for a
week or so more, I will  do my utmost to improve , I ain sure I
shall succeed."

As she spoke, she looked earnestl y at her employer , her
beautiful eyes pleaded more iu her favour than did her tongue.

" Well , Miss Ashford , I consent to postpone my decision for
a month , from to-day, perhaps, during1 that time you may be
able to improve ; I will help you as far as lies in my power."

She gratefully thanked him, and felt encouraged by his
words. At first , slowly, but afterwards more rapidly, sho made
herself acquainted wilh business details, she acquired self-
confidence , so that, long before the month had exp ired , she was
able to perform her duties, with comfort to herself , and to the
entire satisfaction of her employer.

It  must be owned that Mr. Hastings was very patient and
considerate , and materiall y assisted her.

And now that she is fairly settled , let us say a few words
concerning Harry Hastings and Lucy Ashford , our hero and
heroine.

Harry Hastings was the only son of a prosperous merchant ,
who, on his death , left him a moderate fortune and a well-
established mercantile connection , which the son , from his earl y
business training and capacity, was able to improve. He was a,
handsome young fellow, about 25, with dark hair and eyes, well
built form , which had been developed by athletic sports , and a
great cricketer in the club to which he belonged. He was of a
frank, kindl y disposition , and the soul of honour. He was a
great favourite amongst the 3'oung ladies of his acquaintance ,
many of whom would only have been too happy to shave the
fate and fortune of one who was so desirable , but , up to the
present time, ho was proof against all female attractions , and
was, iu fact, heart-whole, how long he would remain so, events
would prove.

Lucy Ashford , as we have before said , was petite , but of a
graceful figure , she would not, perhaps, have been called
beautiful , but her clear bri ght comp lexion , her silken golden
hair , but above all , her expressive bri ght blue eyes made her face
one that was a pleasure to look on ; her unobtrusive , modest
demeanour added greatl y to her attractions. Her early
history had been a painful one * her father , who
had held a hi gh position , as Manager of a local bank ,
at Void , about IS miles from Everston , after many years of
honoured respectabili ty, had indul ged in speculati on , lost
heavil y, and , to pay his liabilities , appropriated the funds of the
bank. When the audit  took place his defalcations were dis-
covered , he attempted fli ght , was arrested , and after commit-
ment , was tried at the Assizes, found guilty, and sentenced to
a long term of imprisonment ; be fore it was comp leted he died ,
leaving to his son .and daug hter a legacy of shame and
disgrace.

As the people of Void , on the death of the father , looked
askance upon the son ami daug hter , Lucy was advised by her
brother to leave Yold , and proceed to Eveiwton , and when there
he proposed they should assume a new name. A.s we have
seen , the brother obtained employment , auel the sister , oui*
Lucy, was engaged by Mr. Hastings. Lucy now was i|iiite
happy and contented , becoming, day by day, more useful to Mr.
Hastings, who appreciated her worth , bestowed his confidence ,
nnd often consulted her on important points , aud was delighted
at her read y, apt discrimination and jud gment.

As for Lucy herself , she began to take , great interest
in Harry Hastings' affairs. She felt so grateful for his past
and present kindness—her gratitude became warm , too warm ,
indeed , for her peace of mind—but she was careful not to
bet ray herself by word or look , and religiousl y kept her secret ,
unknown but  to herself. There was, however , one ja rring note
of discord—her brother , who held a good, situation , became
graduall y careless, and unpiinctual in his habits, and , at last , so
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neglected his duties that he was dismissed by his employer.
He w.is idle for some months, not caring to exert himself to
obtain another situation.

An unexpected vacancy occurred in Mr. Hastings' office , a
clerk , from ill-health , was compelled to leave. Lucy spoke on
behalf of her brother Georgo to Mr Hastings, who consented
to eng.ige him, temporaril y, unti l the clerk resumed his duties.
This , however, he never did , for he died abroad two months
afterwards. George, who had been on his best behaviour, and,
by steady imp lication to his work , had acquired the good graces
of Mr. Hastings , was permitted to retain his post as a per-
manency, with the hope of promotion should he deserve it.
He now considered his situation secure, but did not, unfor-
tunately, continue to show the zeal he had previously done ;
he relaxed his efforts , irregularities crep t into the office work
—a serious mistake he made caused a heavy pecuniary loss.

Mr. Hastings was, at firs t, determined to dismiss him, but
Lucy appealed so earnestly, on behalf of her brother George,
that Mr. Hastings could not resist her, and pardoned , on this
occasion , his delinquencies , warning him at the same time that
they must not occur again. George readily promised amend-
ment—it lasted a little while—then thero was a relapse. Ho
had again jo ined his former evil associates , became involved in
horse racing, and, from the anxieties which occup ied his mind,
was not fitted for business avocations ; he ventured to stake
heavil y on what, in racing parlance, is called a " dead cert "—
lost , and knew not where he should find the money to meet his
obligations. In this dilemma he y ielded to tho temptation,
whicli hc had not the courage to resist , of forg ing Mr. Hastings'
signature on a blank cheque which he had managed to secure.
As he was well known at the bank , he did not dare to present
the cheque himself , which purporte d to be for Self , with his
emp loyer's signature—he , therefore, went to the room where
his sister was, and said :

" Lucy, the governor wants this cheque cashed : he has
asked me to go—I am very busy j ust now, will you go in my
place, present the cheque at the bank , receive the money, come
back, hand it to me, and I will give it the governor ?"

Lucy, suspecting nothing, agreed to go; she went to the
bank, received the cash, which she left with her brother for
him to give to Mr. Hastings. It need hardl y be said that the
money did not go beyond, the hands of her brother George.

Some day s afterwards Mr. Hastings, on looking over his
bank-book , observed an item of £50, drawn by himsel f, of
which he had no recollection. Ho called at the bank, and
asked to see the cancelled cheques. Hc noticed the one for
£50, looked carefull y at it—it was a clever imitation of his
signature , but an undoubted forgery . He enquired of tho
cashier by whom it was presented—wa s told by a young lady.
From her personal descri ption it was evident that it had beeu
cashed by Lucy. He went back to the ollice, heavy at heart
—he would fain believe that Lucy was not guilt y, but the
evidence against her was too strong to be refuted. After
mature deliberation he determined to say nothing to her at
present, and await the future development of affairs .

One day, some time afterwards , happening to go into the
counting-house , he noticed G eorge was busil y occup ied , so
much so that ho did not notice that Mr. Hasti ngs was close
by him. Happening to look up, he caught his master's eye ,
became confused , and hastil y put in his pocket a scrap of
paper, and made some excuse I'or going into an inner ollice.
As he thoug ht , he had put fhe scrap of paper in his pocket,
but , in fact , he had not done so. In the hurry of the
moment he had failed in his intent , and it had fallen , unknown
to him , on the lloor. \\ hen George was gone Mr. Hastings,
looking downwards , perceived something whito ; ho picked it
up—i t was a crump led scrap of paper. Ho smoothed it out ,
and perceived three imitations of his own signature.

Proceeding to Miss Ashlord' s room , he asked Lucy , in a
careless manner , " Miss Ash ford , did you cash a cheque for
£50 at the Bank somo days ago ''. "

Lucy rep lied in the allirmativo. " I do not remember giving
it to you. Erom whom did yon receive it ?

" My brother George tohl me that you had desired him to
cash it , ami hand the money to you. He asked me to go in his
place , as he was very busy. 1 did so, and received tho cash ,
which I handed to him ."

" 1 am very sorry to (ell  you , .Miss Ashford , that I did not
give the cheque to your brother;  he forged my signature , and
has appropriated the  money. "

Poor Lucy turned very pale, and felt  read y to faint. She
stammered , in broken words , " I am sure—George could not
—be so wicked ; there must have been—some mistake. ''

"No ! there is no mi stake ," said Mr. Hustin gs , " see, here
on this scrap of paper whicl i  foil , unknowing ly, from your

brother 's hands, not long ago, are three imitations of my signa-
ture ; the evidence of your brother 's guilt is conclusive."

" But what do you intend to do, Mr. Hastings ? I implore
you not to prosecute him ; the disgrace will break my heart.
Pray have mercy, and forg ive him."

Be at ease on that point, Miss Ashford ; I will not take
proceedings against him. Unworthy brother of so good and
worthy a sister, he shall not bring unmerited shame upon yon.
I will at once see him and confront him with the proofs of his
crime. Go, now, to your room , and rely upon my forbearance."

Lucy retired. George, little dreaming what was impending,
came to Mr. Hastings, who said, "George Ashford , by a forged
signature you obtained £50 some days ago. Attempt no denial
—it is useless. This scrap of paper, which you thought you
had put into your pocket, when I came into the office , you let
fal l upon the ground. I picked it up when you left. Here it
is ,* ou it there are three imitations of my signature. It is
very evident you intended to obtain more money by the samo
dishonest means. What have you to say ? "

George, convicted , could only murmur some inarticulate
sounds ; he was an arrant coward.

Mr. Hastings said , " Were I to treat you as you deserve, I
should at once give you in charge to stand your trial. You
must know that you would be convicted , and receive a long
term of. imprisonment—it not penal servitude. I will, however,
spare you, clearly understand , not for your sake but for that of
your sister, who has pleaded earnestly in your behalf. The
shame and disgrace you deserve to suffer shall not be shared
by her. You must, without delay, leave the country, and pro-
ceed to Australia. I have an agent at Melbourne who will, at
my request , obtain you employment ; your passage shall be
paid, with a small sum of money for necessary expenses. If
you do not agree to this, I will prosecute you without mercy.
You had better tell your sister my fixed resolve. Leave mo;
consult with her. I am sure she will give you good counsel."

George quitted his employer 's presence, saw his sister, who,
though, of course, grieved to lose hex brother, felt that it was
the only thing to be done to avert conviction and disgrace.

We may here mention that Mr. Hastings spoke to Lucy on
the subject, who sadly acquiesced in his decision.

We need only say, further, that arrangements wero speedily
made, aud George left his native country about ten days after-
wards, provided with a letter to Mr. Hastings' agent at Mel-
bourne. The parting between the brother and sister was
tender on the part of Lucy. As for George, he cared little for
his sister ; he was a worthless fellow, and we are glad to be
quit of him.

It was some time before Lucy recovered her spirits after the
shock she had received. She found, however, in the daily
routine of business a means of diverting her sad thoughts.
She had now become not only a rapid typo writer but an ablo
secretary, conducting all Mr. Hastings' correspondence, to
whom she became invaluable. What a delight it was to her to
devote herself to his interests ; how grateful sho felt for the
kindness ho showed to her. Imperceptibly, gratitude merged
itself into love, of whicli , however , Harry had not the least
idea, for she kept her feelings well under control , and did not
indicate them iu the slightest degree, being outwardly cold and
formal in her manner to her employer.

Harry, who at first had merely looked upon Lucy in the
light of his lady clerk, whom by his patient forbearance he had
succeeded in training for her work, found he began to tako au
interest in her which he could not account for. Ah, Master
Harry, it was but a repetition of the old , old story—he pitied
her at first , and then , pity being akin to love, his heart was
touched , and he would , if he dared , declare his passion to Lucy.
Wo havo said if lie dared , for Harry, fine manly fellow that he
was, had not the courage to avow his honourable love. He was
so modest and diffident ; he knew not his own worth , nor how
deserving ho was of a true woman's affection .

As Lucy was so careful to keep her secret, so, equally so,
was Harry. He became more reserved and precise in his
business relations with her , which grieved Lucy exceedingly,
for she feared she had incurred his disp leasure by some re-
missness in the performance of her duties. In fact , it was a
game of cross-purposes, for which that naughty boy, Cupid,
was to blame ; each was secretl y afraid of the other.

Lucy began to notice that Mr. Hastings' manner became
very strange ; he seemed to be distrait , ill at ease, and did not
take his accustomed interest in business. Some girls would have at
once, instinctivel y, divined the cause ; but she was too pure aud
innocent in her heart to entertain the least susp icion of the
truth . In her few idle moments, for she had not many, she
would , in her day dreams , associate Harry 's name , as she called
him to herself , in the intimate relations of man and wife ,* then



she would suddenly wake, and rebuke herself for such folly—
how could she be so mad to entertain such an idea—he was so
far above her in every way.

Poor Harry was much in the same plight as Lucy. He would
not hazard the risk of a refusal , so, although he longed to speak,
remained silent. So matters went on for a month or more, very
unsatisfactory indeed for both, when a trivial circumstance led
to a discovery of great importance.

How lightly people general ly speak of trivial things, for-
getting the well-known say ing " that great events from little
causes rise." This is exemplified in our every-day life over and
over again. Events of great moment often owe their fulfilment
to very insignificant reasons.

It chanced one afternoon that Mr. Hastings had occasion
to go to Miss Ashford's room. He noticed that she was in
the act of putting a piece of paper ou the blotting pad. On
perceiving Mr. Hastings enter, she hastily, in some confusion ,
removed the paper, folded it up, aud put it in her bosom. ^ 

A
vivid blush overspread her face ; it quick ly faded, and then
she became ashy pale. She rose hurriedly, and quitted the
room, without waiting to receive any orders from Mr.
Hastings.

Harry thought this a strange proceeding ; she had never
acted in such a manner before. Curiosity promp ted him to
turn to the blotting pad , where the paper had been just im-
pressed by Lucy. He detached it , held it up to tho light , antl
then saw, on the reverse side, Harry Hastings—Lucy Hastings
—written conjoined together.

Here, indeed, was a delightful discovery ; he need no longer
have any fear that his suit would be rejected ; it was very
evident that his wishes and those of Lucy wero not in
opposition.

Poor girl, she had been indulging in one of her day-dreams,
and, in an idle moment, had thus expressed, in black and white,
her thoughts and aspirations, little dreaming that her innocent
secret would be discovered.

As for Harry, he was overjoyed that his hopes would be
likely to be realised. He Avent to his room to think out the plan
of action he should pursue.

Lucy returned in about a quarter of an hour, perfectly
recovered from her agitation, and was soon busily engaged in
her accustomed duties.

She had been thus occupied for about an hour, when she
heard the bell which summoned her to Mr. Hastings' room.
She arose and went thither.

"Oil ! Miss Ashford , I wish to speak to you on an important
matter," said Mr. Hastings. " I have mado up my mind you
should no longer be in my service."

" Oh ! Mr. Hastings," said poor Lucy, terrified , " what have
I done ? How could I have offended you that you should come
to such a cruel decision ? "

She could say no more ; sho was deep ly affected.
Harry, who had intended to carry out his little joke at

poor Lucy's expense , under feigned threat of dismissal , had a
tender heart. He was deeply touched at her distress, aud
would no longer make sport of her feelings. He said " Miss
Ashford, you are no longer in my service ; nay, do not start ;
but I will be in yours , Lucy. Lot me call you so, dear. I have
long loved you , but sill y fellow that 1 was, 1 had not the courage
to seek the avowal of your love. But I know my passion is
returned ; you will not say nay , for here is tho proof that you

will not refuse to share my name, and become my true and
loving wife."

So saying, ho showed her the sheet of blotting paper where
she had revealed thc secret of her love.

" Come " now, Lucy dear , what have you to say ? Can you
deny this ? " said Harry, triumphantly.

"Oh! Mr. Hastings."
" Stop, Lucy, no longer Mr. Hastings, but Harry."
" Well , Harry, dear , you have discovered my secret, which I

thought was known to myself alone. I have long loved you for
your patient kindness and generosity. How I could help it—
you have forgotten that the kind teacher has not only taught
his pup il business, but something dearer—much dearer—to her
—the love of a noble and honourable man. But I have a con-
fession to make—I bear a name which is not my own, I changed
it for one which had been disgraced. I am not worthy of
you."

" Spare yoursel f the pain of saying more ; I know all the
sad details," said Harry. " You have been a good daughter, a
kind sister, and you shall now be my loved and honoured wife.
Yfon have changed your name once, you shall now change it
again, be assured , dear, for a better. Come to my arms, Lucy,
and let me seal my betrothal kiss on your own sweet lips."

How could Lucy resist such eloquent pleading ? She obeyed
the dictates of her heart, and gladly resigned herself to his
embrace.

And now there is little more to say. About six months
afterwards a young, happy follow, named Harry Hastings, led
a fair, young, blushing bride, whom we havo previously known
as Lucy Ashford , to the altar.

The sun shone brightly on the wedded pair. We leave to
the imaginations of our readers the festivities on that occasion,
simply saying that Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hastings went off for
their honeymoon amid the cheers and congratulations of the
townspeople of Everston.

©ccurrences of tbe HJ eav
FKOM 1ST D KCU .MIIKH , 188!), TO 30ni NOVKMUEII , 1900.

D ECEMHEK , 1899.

1.—Visitation by Hro. the lion. James Hozier, M.I*., M.W.G.M. of Scotlanel , to
Edinburgh Lodge (Mary 's Chapel), No. 1.

*J.—Funeral of liro. J. Vf. Perry, P.M., V.'A., No. I HO.
¦I.—Annual Meeting, at Oxford , eif the I' rov. Grand Mark Lodge of Berks and

Oxon.
5.—(Quarterl y Communication , of .Mark Grand Lotlge—Grant of 100 guineas to

thc Din'*!/ TW fu ni jili Widows' and Orphans' Fund—Bvo. John Diniselnlo
nominated for the ollice of Grand Treasure r for 1900-1.

Consecration , hy Comp. K. Lctesliwortli , F.S.A., Grantl Scribe E., of the
Mi -quill Chapter , No. 1071 ; Comp. \V. 11. Colo lirst M.K.Z.

li .—Quarterl y Communication of tho United Grand Lodge ; Grant of 1000
guineas to (he Mansion Ifouse War Flint!; Lodges that havo joined the
Grand Lodge of New Zealand struck oil' tho roll ; Uro. Harry Manfield
nominal eel for tin: ollice of Grand Treasurer for 1900-1.

I'l-esont.uiim portrait of liro. John Femvick, P.A.G.D.C. Kiig. , District
Grand Secretary Queensland , unveiled in the Masonic Hall , lirisbane ,
by Hro. the l ion . Aug. C. Gregory, C.M.G., Dist. Grand Master.

Meeling of ihe Ladysmith Mark Leid ge, Xti. ,*i28, helel during tho siege.
7, - Quarter l y Communication of the Grand Lodge of Ireland ; Grant of 100

guincVi .s to the War Fund.
8.—Half-yearl y Chapter of the Great Priory of tlio Order of the Temple ;

Grant of 100 guineas to the Dni l i j  'Vcli'qriip li Fund. ,

BRITISH ORPHAN ASYLUM, SLOUGH.
PATHOX —IlKli MAJKSTY THK QUKKN.

SUPPORT ED BY VOLUNTARY CONTRI BUTIONS.
Ksfablished in 18:27 for the Maintenance nnd Kdnc ii t ion of Orp han Cliildren from all parts of the British Emp ire, of nil Denominat ions

whose parents were once in prosperous circumstances.

Hoys ami Girls are admitted hy Kleclion , Presentation, anil in some eases by Purchase, between the ages of 7 and 12, and are retained
until  la.

A "ood general education and .sound reli gious t r a in ing  is given in both Schools.

The Institution is unendowed , and the Directors EARNESTLY APPEAL for increased
support to enable them to carry on the good work now being effected by this old established
National Charity . _ _.. 

Ofiices .—(52, BISHoPSCATK S T R K K T  W I T H I N , K.C. ( 'H A U L M S  T. HOSKINS, Secretanj .

Bankers :— M KSSU *. WILLIAMS UK AC ON , ami M A X C l L K S T K l t  et SALRHtl)  BANK , Limited , 20, Birehin Lane , K.C.

AN N U A L  SI ' II S ' THITI ON :—For One Vote 1, 10s. (id. ; (or Two Votes , £1 Is.

Lll - K Ue iXUIe iX : —L'ur Out: Vole , .Co .r)S. : for Two Voles. XlO * 10s. LiKl * Pitt * sliSTA TION :—JW50.



Annual "Sleeting eif the Provincial l'riory of Kent and Simv.y.
Meeting of the Grand Council of the Order of the Secret "Monitor : a

Benevolent I'nnd started.
11.—Annual  Jleeting of the  I' rov. Grand JIark Loelge of Surrev.
13.—Committee of Management  of the Hoval Masonic ISenevolent Ins t i tu t ion  ;

vo te  or condolence with the widow and famil y of the hue  Bro. .lohn
Newton , P.O.P. ; liro. J. 11 . Whadcoat , .1.1' ., elected to succeed him on
(lie House Coii imiUe 'c.

1-1.—Centenary Celebration of the ' death of Urn . George Washington , uneler ihe
ausp ices of the Grand Lodge of Virginia ; Wreaths sent to decorate lhe
tomb by the Karl of Ltmelesborough , P.G.W., and the  Cousi i tui ioi ia l
Loel ge. Xo. 20-1, Beverley.

10.—S pecial M e'eting of the District Grand Murk Lod ge of .Itunaica ; .I n s t a l l a t ion
of liro. K. X. Leon , as District Grand Master.

IS.—Meeling,  during lhe  siege , of the Kli p Diver County  Lodge. Xo. *.'1U1 .
Lai 'ysmit 'i.

20.— Hoard of Heiiovolence : "(j cases relieved wi th  .C70O.
21.—Annual  Meeting of the Divisional Conclave of K e n t .  Order ol' Home and lhe

Keel Cross of Constantine.
30.—Sudeten death of Uro. John Lane , P.A.G.D.C.

JA N U A R Y , 1000.

3.—New Year 's Enler iui l i inenl  (1) to the inmates of t h e  Hoyal Masonic
Uenevolent Ins t i tu t ion ut Croy don ; (2) to the  childre n of t h e  Hoval
Masonic Ins t i tu t ion  for Girls remaining at school du r ing  the holidays.

•1.—Consecration, bv Hro. J-*. Letchworth , F.S.A., Grand Secretary, of l h e
Morton Lodge, Xo. 2/00, Merlon ; liro. F. Vf . I ' i l l inger  lirst W.M.

(j.—Dealhs of Jiro . O'ooi ge Ualmfor t l , P.M., P. Prov. G. Org. X. and K. Yoi-kshiie :
Pro. T. li . Daniell , P.M. Xo. 7S1 ; and liro. .lohii '.laiiies , Past Hop. (i .M.
United Grand Lodge of Victoria , and representative thereat of i h e
Grand Lodge of Kng land .

!) .—Consecration , by liro. A. Woodiwiss , Prov . Grand Mark Master  nf Derby-
shire, of t h e  Scarsdale Lodge , Xo. .*J2i ), Che l tenham ; liro. JI. \\*.
.Tendwine first W. M.

11.— ( Quarter l y Conn of the lioyal Jtnsonie Ins t i t u t ion  for Girls : 33 candidaics
for the  A pril eh'elion approved ami 17 vacancies declared.

12.— (Quarter l y Court of lhe lioyal Masonic In s t i t u t i on  for Hoys ; Jlasmn'c
Charitable Associations allowed to have one of the i r  Executive Ollicers
a Life Subscriber for every "itl guineas subscribed by t hem periodicall y.
Ueseilved to admit without ballot lo the beuotits of out-education t bi-
sons of l ive—but not more than l ive—brelhren . iu l h e  Naval ami
Jl i l i lary service , who shall be kil led or permanent l y ine-apaciiated I'or
work through the operations of or connecleil with war ; T2 candidates
for the A pril election approved ani l  30 vacancies declared.

Death of Hro. the llev. It. .1. Simpson , M.A. ,  Past Grand Chap lain .
13.—Consecration , by Hro. Sir Horatio Lloyd, P.G.11., De-p. I' .G .JI. Clicsliirc . of

(ho John l i runner  Lodge, Xo. 'OT'.I'.I , Over W'insforel ; Jiro. Sir John
Brunner , liarl., lirst W.M.

17.—Dedication , by liro. JL C. Peck , Pasl (!. Slil. Hr., Prov. ( i rand  See-relary X.
aud K. Yorkshire , of t h e  new Ha l l  of the Alexandra  Lod ge, No. l o l l ,
Hornsea.

18.—Memorial portrait of lhe la te  Uro. P. C u n n i n g ham.  Dis t r ic t  Grand J las te r
Caiilei ' liury (X.Z.). imveih-d iu iho  Jla>iiii i i-  l l a l ) , Cbrislel i i i i i - l i  by llni.
It. Dunn  Thomas . Distr ict  ( i r and  Jlaster.

20. -Memorial si one of the  Lad y Margaret Hospital , Mi l l p ' ir i ,  laid w i t h  Jlascinie
ceremonial by Hro. Sir („' . Dalrymple , Hart ., Jl.l' ., Past G.M. Scotland ,
Prov. G.M. Argyl lshire  and t h e  Isles.

Death of liro . Walter  Mar t in .  Pnst A. G.P.
23.—Nolable gathering nf Colonial brethre n , including Hro. G. Hiehards . Distr ic t

Grand Master Transvaal,  and liro . Sir Waller  Peace , at lhe i n s t a l l a t i o n
meeting of the Emp ire Lodge. Xo. 2lU!S.

21.—Hoard of lienevolence : 20 cases relieved wi lh  .C525.
2li. —Annual  JI eel ing, at Winchester , of the Prov. Grand Chapie r  of H a n t s  and t h e

Isle of Wi ght .
•IS.—Presentation to liro. .1. P. Fitzgerald, P.JI., Secretarv of l h e  Logic Club.
2il .—Death of Hro. Sir \V. Mi l le r , Deputy  Prov. Grand Mas te r  of Derry and

Donegal.
30.—Consecration , liy Hro . E, Letchwor th .  ( i r and  Secretary, of Lod ge L 'E n t e u i e

Cordiale , No. 27!Hi; Hro . Capta in  I I .  J londehare lirst W.JI .
A n n u a l  Meet ing of the  East Lancashire Systematic  Ki luea l i ona l  and

lienevolenl I n s t i t u t i o n .
l-'K l l l l V A I l Y .

1.— (Quart er l y Communica t ion  of the Grand Lod ge of Scot land.
2. —Annua l  .Meeting, al Derby, of the I' rov. Grand -M a r k  Lod go of Derbyshire ' ;

v is i t  of thu Karl of Euston . Pro Grand Jlaster.
¦{. — Presentat ion to liro. John T. Loader . P.M., Secreiarv Hose Lod ge , Xo . 11122.
-I.—MivwHiie' Se-rviee- iu St. Giles's Culhedrul , Edinburg h , m aid of the  \V..r

Belief Funds —proi -e'eds about i'liOU.
5.—Presenlalion lo liro. Ihe liev. Canon Tr i s t ram.  D.D., Prov. Grand Mark

Jlas ter  Xor thumber lan i l  and Durham , and Mr.-. Tristra m , on t h e i r
golden wethling.

7.—Quarterl y Convocation of Supremo Grand Chap ter ;  Pluenix Chapter, No.
!)I J , Jamaica , which had been erased , restoreel to i ls  place on the
register.

S.—Consecration , by Hro . 1!. J". Clineket t , Past District G.W., District , Grand
Secretary liarbadoes. of the  Abererombie Lod ge, No. 27SS, St. Lucia ;
Jiro. the  l ion.  David G. Garraway firs t W.JI.

12.—Consecration. Viv Comp. 0. V. Matier , Grand llceorder, of the Dungarvan
Council , No. 25. It. and S.JL; Com]), the Rev. C. E. L. Wii ght lirst
T.l .JI.

14.—Committee of Jlanagement of the Boyal Jlasonie Benevolent Ins t i tu t ion  ;
three new JIule and live new Female Annui t ies  created ; Jlale Fund 4(i
candidates approved and IS vacancies declared ; Widows' Fund , oil
candidates , 23 vacancies —the  thre e deferred annui t ies  being in each case
included.

17. Jlovealile ( i rand  JIark Lodge al Dukinlield ; Consecrat ion and re- ctinsti tu-
iieni , by tlie Karl of Euston , Pro G.M.M., of t h e  Asbton-Dist rict (T.J.)
Mark Lod ge: Hro . T. I) .  Foreman lirst W.JI.

Consecration , by Hro. E. G. Sinclair , Past District Grand Warden liengal ,
of t h e  Orient JIark Lod ge, No. 531, Howra h ; Hro. I I .  JI. Jtustomji-c

lirst W.JI.
I!** . -Emergency Meeting, dur ing the  siege, of the Austra l Lodge, No. 2531 ,

Mnl 'e-kinir .
21.—Board of l ienevolence : 28 cases relieved with JL'830.

Annua l  Meeting, at Watford , of t h e  Prov. (irand Chapter  of Her t fords hire ;
Com]) . F. Simmer Knyve t t  instal led Prov. G.H.

New Hanner , presented t o t h e  Norman Lodge, No. 133 1, Durham , by Bro.
W. Gray, P.M., Treas., Prov. J.G.W., unfur led .

22. Consecration , by t h e  Earl of Euston , M.E. and S.G. Jlaster , of the  liernard
de TremehiY Preceptorv , No. .170, Walsall ; Sir Kni ght F. Vf . Willmeive:
first E.P.

23. — Presenta t ion  to  liro . Lord Sandhurst  on leaving India  by a Deputat ion from
t h e  Sind Lodges (E.G.).

27.—Festival of t h e  Boyal Jlasonie Benevolent .Ins t i tu t ion  ; Lord Addington ,
I' rov. G.JI. Bucking hamshi re , in lhe chair ; proceeds , .1:20,220 10s.,
siihse'<| t i ( ' i i ( l y increased lo ,L"22.2!1S Ps.

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  ( i rand Lodge of Western Austral ia ; instal lat ion , by
liro. t h e  Bishop of Perth , Pasl Grand Chap lain Englanel , of Uro. Sil
Gerard Smi th , P.G.W., as lirst M.W.G. Jlaster.

Jl.Mien.

1.- - Presentation to  liro . J. G. Itobeson , I.P.JI., Lion and Lamb Lod ge, X'o. 102.
2.— A n n u a l  Fest ival  of the  Emula t ion  Lod ge of Improvement ; Hro. Col.

Lockwood , Jl.l' ., P.G.D., hop. I'.G.JI. Essex , for the  Earl of Warwick ,
Dep. G.JI., I' rov. G.JI. Essex , in the chair.

.* ) .—Addrc-ss by Hro . II. F. Gould , P.G.D., iu the Fortitude and Olel Cumberland
Lodge, No. 12, as one of lhe  Four Olel Lod ge's tha t  constituted thc
(i rand  Lodge of England in 1717.

Meeting of the Grand Imperial  Conclave of tlie Oreler of Borne and thc
Keel Cross of Constantino.

0.—Quarterl y Coininunical  ion of JIark G. Lod ge ; Jiro. John Dimsdale I'lccled
ti. Tri'nsuror for the  year lilOO-1.

7.—Quar te r l y Communicat ion of U n i t e d  ( i rand Loel ge;  CHI30 voted to forin a
Son!)) Afr ican Jlasonie Belief Fund ; Bro. J larrv  Manliehl elected (i
Treasurer lor lhe  year 1000-1 ; Jtecognition accorded to the Grand
Lod ge of Western Aust ra l ia , formed by the English Lodges under liro .
Sir Ge'i-ard Smith , but refiied lo another bod y parading itself under
t h e  same ti t le ,

is.-Consecralion. bv t h e  Earl of Onslow , I'rov. G. JI .M. of Surrev , of t h e  Bose
JIark Lod ge', Xo. 531 ; Bro. Vf . Dawson lirst W.JI.

I I .  -Death of Jiro . A l d e r m a n  (.' . I I .  Low. P.JI.. of Bristol.
I I. Dedicat i on , liy liro . (!. C. Davie , act ing Prov . G.JI. Devonshire , of the new

Hal l  of lhe  Queen Vie-toria Lodge , Xo. 2755, St. l iudeaux.
15. Deat h of Bro. E. J. Hennemeyer , P.M. Xo. 51 , P. I' rov . G.W. Essex.
17. Consecration , by liro. C. L. Mason , Prov. G. JIark Jlaster of West York-

shire , of the Hi-emii * Lodge, Xo. -I35, l l a w o r i h ;  liro. I I ,  S. I lo ldswor t l i
l he  lirst W.JI.

21.—Board of lienevolence -. *.V,i eases relieved wil h C1I35.
Consecralion , by liro. C. L. .Mason, Prov. G.M. of Wesl Yorkshire , of t h e

Elmete  B.A. .Mariner  Lodge , Leeds ; liro. C. L. .Mason lirst W.C.N.
21. Death of liro. W. II. Kidson, P.JI. Xo. 21)11.
27.— Hro. Lord Norlheote , Prov. G.JI .  Devonshire , installed Pro Disl. G. Jlaster

of Bombay.
31.- -Annua l  Dinn er  of (he Old .Masonians' Asso ciat ion ; Hro . Hai ry J lanl ie l t l  iu

lhe  chair.
Amur. .

3.- Special Conmiun iea l i on  of t h e  Grand Lod ge of Ireland ; Address voted to
the Queen ou i l ie  occasion of tier Jlajesty 's visit to Dublin.

¦I.—Annual .Meeling of lhe Devon .Masonic Educational Fund.
5.—S pecial .Meet ing,  at SJirewsbury , of [lie Prov. Grand Lodge of Shropshire.

10. Foandal ion  Sione o f a  new Jlasonie Hall  at Limavai l y laid hy Bro. Sil
James Creed Jleredith , Dep. G. Jlaster of Ireland.

ROYAL FEMALE ORPHAN ASYLUM ,
BEDDINGTON , NEA.R CROYDO N, STJRREY.

patl'Olt—HEH MAJ KS'J'Y THK QUKKN. flM'CSl&Cnt —H.R.H. THK DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE , K.C.'.
Established at Lamboth 1758. Incorp orated 1800. Removed to Boddington 1866.

np iIliS old and valuable Charity Maintains and Educates 150 poor Father less Girls , who are received from al l
part s of Great- Br i ta in .  They are admitted bet ween the ayes of 7 and 10, and are placed out afc (lie aye of Hi in

respectable Private Families.
Life Subscri ption (2 Votes) ... £10 ios. od. Annual Subscription (2 Votes)... £1 is. od.

Ditto (i Vote) ... £5 5s. od. Ditto (1 Vote) ... £0 ios. 6d.

The Commi t t ee  most u rgentl y app ea l lor f u n d s  Iu m a i n t a i n  Ih i s  la rye famil y of 1 -"'0 Girls , and especiall y le i'
Additional Annual Subscriptions as beiny t h e  most ruJ iable ^nuve of In come for the Permanent Adminis t ra t ion  "I
the Inst i l i i t ion .

Cheques Crossed "Hoare & Co., Bankers." ¦ JOHN B. MONCKT ON , Chairman of tin: Com init io -

32. ESSEX STREET. STRAND. W.C. BllOL 'Gl l  MALTBY , Secretary.



I I . —Annual  Jlecting, at Halifa x , of the Prov. (irand Loelge of "*.Ve.*st Yorlc

Prcsentnlion to liro. Capt. Jeilm Harlow , J.P., I.P.JI. Xo- 12l)0 , on retir ing
from the "Master " s chair.

* < * —Deatl i  eif J3ro. John Fitzgerald , P.JI., P.Z.
IS.—Presentation liv the Duke of Abercorn , M.W.G.-M.,  ami  Hro. Sir .lames C

Jleredith , Dep. G.JI., to the (.lueeu eif Ihe  Aelelress voteel to her JlajcsU
by the Grand I.odge of Ireland.

Board of Benevolence; 25 cases relieved with .L"7S."i-
Funeral eif Hro. H. W. Green , P.JI., Seeretary Xei. 108.

li ) . —Jlasonie. Jleinbers of the  Nat ional  Un ion of Teachers in Annual  Confere nce
at York entertained bv the  York Lod ge, Xo. "i'ld.

•>0 — Quarterly Court of (he 'lioval Jlasonie Ins t i tu t ion  for Boys ; Vole »!
Congratulation to 1I.1U L the Prince of Wales , M.W.G.M., President :
on his escape from assassination ; 30 boy s eleeteel from an approved
list of -11 candidates.

-.'• .—Quarterl y Conrt of the  Beiyal Masonic Ins t i tu t ion  I'or Girls : 17 elected
from an approved list of '.VI eandielaies.

•••¦..—l're-scntiitioii of (i iand Lodge and Grand Chap ier Clo th ing  to Bro. Jame-s
Weaver on his appointment as G. Sid. Br. (Craft)  and A.G.D.C .
(II Arch).

23.—Visit , of tlie Earl of Onsl ow, Prov . G.JI . Survey, to the Gatwiek Leiel ge
No. 2502, llorli'v.

Jlecting. at Buenos Ayres, of the Dist. Grand Lod ge oi* lhe A rgentine
liepiiblic , S. Ann-rica. *-

ii. -Visit,  of her JIajcsty the Queen (o the Jlasonie Female Orphan School
Hall ' s Brid ge-'

', Dublin.
Conse'cra t ion , bv Comp. Lord BoUon , act ing G. Super intendent  X. anil  K.

Yorkshire , of the  Salebeia Chapter , No. slit) , Selby ; Comp. W. N. Cheese-
man lirst Jl.K.Z.

Faneiii l of Bro. the Bight l ion ,  ihe  Karl of Londesboroug h , Past G.W. ol
Kng land.

•'.**. — (i ran i l  Festival of Uni ted  (irand Lodge ; Vole of Congra t i l l a t i on  t o
U . K . I I .  t h e  Prince of Wales, JI. W.G..M., on his escape fro m assassina-
tion ; 25 brethre n appointed to Pasl ( I rand  Hank in commemorat ion ol
t h e  Prince 's 25 years' service as M.W.G.JI.

2li . Funeral  of Bro. Sarson , P.JI. No. P.I2.
o;.- Special Communication of the JIark Grand Lodge ; Vole of Congra i u l a i i o i i

to I I . I t . I I .  t h e  Prince of Wales , M.W.G.M., on his e-scape from
assassination.

•iS.—Death of Bro. D. Campbell , P.M. No. lilt '."*.

MA Y .

2.—Quarterl y Convocation of Supreme Grand Chapier.
Annnal  Jleeling, at Stone , of the  I'rov. Grand Loelge of SlalVmdshire.

:t.—Annua l  Jle-eting, at Shellield , of the  Prov. Grand JIark Lod ge of We st
Yorkshire.

S.—Consecration , bv Hro. (i . C. Davie , P.G .D.. Dep. P.G .M.  Devonshire ,  of t h e
Lodge ol" The Three Pillars , N'o. 2.S0li, Coekingion ; Bro. the liev.
.lames Hemming  lirst W.JI.

Death of Hro. S.r Gabriel Goldne-y. Hart., P.G'.W. IOng., Pasl De(i . I' .G'.M.
Wiltshire .

II .—Annual  Jlecting of the Prov. Grnnel Lodge of Guernsey and Alderney ;
Consecration, by liro. .I. li. Cockburn , I' .G.JI., of t he  liall'our-Cockburn
Lodge. No. 2.S0.*i , Guernsey ; Bro. .1. B. Cockburn lirsl W.JI.

10.- A n n u a l  Confe rence , ia London , of t he  G reat Priories of Kngland and
Ireland and t h e  Chapter  General of Scotland , Order of t h i -  Temiile.

I I . —Half-yearl y Jleeling of lhe Soverei gn Ureal Priory of l he  Temp le in
Kngland j l ieeeplion of the  Depu ta t i ons  from G. Priory of Ire! I
aud Granel Chapter Genera l of Scotland.

12. —Foi imla l ion  Stone of t h e  new Hoe s' School al Bushey laid by I I . I f . I I .  t he
Duke of Connaught , M.W. Pasl G. Mas te r , I'or I I . U . I 1 .  l he  Prince of
Wales , M.W. G.M. and President.

1 I. — Dis i r ibu l ie in  of Prizes to  t h e  pup ils of t h e  l loval  Jlasonie I n s t i t u t i o n  I'or
Gir l s  by t h e  Countess of IJar t inoi i th .

15.—.A fil l  n.-i I Jleeling, at W h i t b y, of lhe  Prin' . Grand .Mark Lodge of N. a in I K.
Yorkshire .

Hi .—Festival  of t h e  Hoyal Jlasonie I n s t i t u t i o n  for G i r l s ;  t h c  Karl of D a r t m o u t h .
Prov. ( ! . .Master  of Slalfordshire.  iu lhe  chair ; proceeds t23,0'S~
5s. lid.

A n n u a l  J leel ing,  at HadelilTe , of lhe  I' rov. Grand Lodge of Kasl
Lancashire.

A n n u a l  Meeting , al Bradford , of lhe  Prov. Grand  Chapter  of West
Yorkshire.

IS .— A n n u a l  J lee l ing of t h e  Hoyal Jlasonie Uenevolent  I n s t i t u t i o n ; 20 out ,,|' u
list uf l( i candidates  elected for the  Male Fund ; and 20 ont of oil on
lhe-  Widows ' Fund ; t h e  th ree  de ' erred being in each ease included .

A n n u a l  Jleeling, at Sudbury , of t h e  I' rov. Grand C h a p t e r  of Sull' olk.
- I .—Jlasonie- Service at St. George 's Cnllualral , Grahamstown , S. Africa,  by t h e

St. Andrew 's Lod ge (S.C.) and t h e  St. John 's and Albany  Lod ges, Nos.
S2S and its!' respectivel y (E.C).

21.—Fest ival , at York , of the N . and 10. Yorkshire Jlasonie Educational Fund
I lie Jlanpiis of Zetland. Prov. G.JI., in the chair; proceeds. £10.5-1- 3s.

22.-—Consecration , by Comp. 10. Letchworth , G. Scribe 10., of t he  Cavenelish
Chapter , No. 2020 ; Comp. F. Lawrance lirst M.K.Z.

Annual  Jleeling, at Jliddlesborough of the Prov. Gran d Chapter of X. and
10. Yorkshire.

A n n u a !  J leeling,  at Cambrid ge, of the Prov. Grand JIark Lod ge of East
Angl ia .

Presentation to  St.  Anne 's Lod ge, Xo. o!)3, Alderm-y, by Bro. X.
Barbcnson , P.JI., Prov. J.G.W., in memory of his father, who was a.
founder and P.JI

23. - Hoard of lienevolence ; 37 cases relic veil w i t h  L1070.
Consecration , by Bro. Col. Lockwood , Jl.l'., Dep. P.G.JI.JI. Essex , of Ihc

Dunmow .Mark Lod ge, No. 527 ; Bro. .1. P. Lewin lirst W.JI.
Death  of Hro. S. Constantine Burke , Dist. G. Jlaster of Jamaica (S.C).

2(1. - A n n u a l  Sports , at Wood Green , of t he  Pup ils of the  Boyal Jlasonie Inst i tu-
tion for Boys.

27.—Den t i l  of Bro. li. B. Small peice, P.JI., V.'A., P. Prov. G. Treas. Surrav.
-'!».—Besuseitation of tho Fortescue JIark Loelge, No. 9, South Molton ; Bro.

the  liev. '!' . Bussell , W.JI. -
3(1.—(.'rand Festival ol* the  Oreler of thc Secret Monitor:  the Earl of Warwick,

G.S.I!., in tlie chair.
31.—Special Jleeling of t he  Dist. (iranil Lod ge of Jamaica (S.C), to do honour

to t h e  memory of the late Bro . S. Constantine Baker, Dist. G.JI.
J U N K .

1.—Dis t r ibu t ion  of Prizes to t h e  Pup ils of the- Jfoyal  Jlasonie Ins t i tu t ion  for
Boys , by the Princess .Margaret of Connaug ht , who was accompanied by
her f a the r , the  Duke  of Connaug ht , K.G., M.W. Past G. Jlaster.

3.— Death of ihe Karl of Baduor , Prov. G. Master of Wiltshire.
-I. —The .Masonic members of the  Association of Munici pal Corporations visit

i h c  Graud Lod ge of Instruct ion in Dubl in , and witness the  work , being
af te rwards  enter tained by the Gran el Lod ge of I re'lauel in its new ban-
i j u e t i n g  hal l .

5. Quarter l y C o m m u n i c a t i o n  of t h e  JIark Grand Lod ge; Bro. the  Hon. A. de
Tatton Egerton . Jl. l '., appointed Dep. (I. Jlaster; (iranil Festival.

A n n u a l  .Meet ing,  at Gloiu-ester . of the- I' rov. Grand Loel ge of Gloucestershire,
li .—Quarterl y Communicat ion of U n i t e d  Grand Lod ge; hour of meeting altered

from seven to  six p.m.
7.— A n n u a l  J leel ing,  at Boston , of the Prov. Granel Lodge of Lincolnshire.

12.— A n n u a l  Jli'eting, at Brentwood , of the Prov. Grand JIark Lod ge of Essex.
1'.'.—Annua l  Jleeling. al Gravesend , ol* t h e  Prov. (irand Loelge eif Kent.

Quar ter l y Coni inunie-a t i  if the '  Un i t ed  (irand Lod ge of New South Wales.
Death of Hro . W. JJ. Jli-mlerson , P.JI., V.'A., P. Prov. G. Keg. of North

Wales.
15. — A n n u a l  Jlecting. at C h e l t e n h a m , of the Prov. ( i rand JIark Loii"e of

Gloucestershire and Herefordshire.
De-all i  of Bro. F. It. Geary, P.JI., V.'A.

10.— I n s t a l l a t i o n , at Doug las . Isle of Jlan , by Hro ihc  liev. C .1. J la r tvn , M.A.,
P.G. Chap., Dep. P.G.M . Sull'olk , of 'll.W. Bro. Lord Ilcnnikei\ as Prov!
G. Mas te r  Isle of Jlan.

20.—Board of llene-volence : 21 cases relieved with £570.
22.—Prcsenla t ion  by t h e  W.JI., Ollicers , and Members of Loelge. No. 75, Dublin ,

to Bro . Thomas P. Cal lag han , Secretary.
23.—Death  of Bro. A. JI. Levy, P.JI. No . SSiJ, P. I'rov . A.G.D.C Surrey.
25.—Fort i tude  and Old Cumber land  Lodge , Xo. 12, celebrates Ihe  foiinelation of

t h e  (irand Lod ge of lOngla nd on 21th J u n e , 1717.
2(i. — A n n u a l  Jle-etin g , al H a mp t o n  Court , of lhe  Prov . (Irani l  JIark Luih'e of

.Middlesex. "
27.— A n n u a l  Jlecting,  at Jlorecainbc , of tho Prov. Granel Loel ge of West

Lancashire.
J lect ing,  at Crewe, of t h e  Commit tee  of the Cheshire Provincial Fund ol*

Benevolence .
Jlemorial to 't h e  late Bro . W. A. Tinney, P.JI. , Sec. Xo. 1310, uuveil eil  iu

Uroni pmu Cemetery by t h e  W.JI., Bro. C. It . Powell.
2N . - A n n u a l  .Meeting,  at Wendover. of t h e  Prov . (i rani l  Lodge of Bucking,

liaiiisliire.
20. - A n n u a l  Meeting,  at Port isheail , of the  Prov. Grand Lodge of Somersetshire

In i imi io i i  of lhe Lord Provost of Glasgo w (Mr .  S. Chisholm) in Pro-ress
Lodge. Xo . K73.

30.— A n n u a l  .Meet ing,  al Ti -ddingion , of t h e  Prov. Grand Lod ge of Middlesex.
lOx- l ' i ip ils ' Day al t h e  Hoyal .Masonic I n s t i t u t i o n  for Girls.
First Stone of a new Church  at Norris Hank , Henton Norris , laid wi th

Masonic ceremonial by lhe  Earl of Lathom , Prin-. G. Muster  West
Lancashire .

Jl' t.v.

3. Fes t iva l , iu Sioueleig h Park , of t h e  Wnr-vicl ' shire Jlasonie Benevolent
and Pu p ils ' Aid  Fund ; Bro. George Beech , P.G . Std. Hr. Kii "- ., Dep
I' rov. G.JI.,  ** ,,:¦ Lord Leigh , P.G.M., in t h e  chair ; proceeds .C** 15(i '.*> .

Presenta t ion  to  Bros . A. Steel 1 JI. Wilson bv lhe members of Si John 's
I.od ge, Uusl iv , N'o. I5S (S.C).

London Orphan Asylum, Watford , Insmf d
FOP the Maintenance & Education of respectable Fatherless Boys & Girls from all parts. Age of Admission from 7 to 11.
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.]..—Annual Jlecting of the Prov. Grand Lodge of London , &c, Koyal Order of
Scotland.

Annual Jlecting. af Darlington , of the Prov. Grand JIark Lodge of Nor-
thumberland and Durham.

Mcmori.-il Tablet in Die Parish Churc h of Great Stanmore to the lato Bro.
Charles Veal , P.JI., Secretarv, Xo. 1519, unveiled by the W.JI., liro.
F. S. Winkley.

li.—Death of Bro. Bichard Eve, Past G. Tmisurer, Chairman of the Board oi
"Management of the Koyal Jlasonie Institution i'or Boys.

!).—Consecration , bv Bro. E. Letchworth , G . Seeretary, of the Kirb y Lodge,
"So. 2S18; Bro. Sir Forrest Fulton (Hecorder of London), lirst W.JI.

10.—Festival of the Boyal Jlasonie Ins t i tu t ion  for Boys, Karl Amherst , Pro
G.JI. (for the Duke of Connaught. "M.W. Past G.JI.) in the chair;  pro-
ceeds .tUi ,83-l lis. 2d.

11.—Festival of the JInrk Benevolent l-'und , the  Earl of Euston , Pro G .Jl.JL , in
the chair; proceeds £5113 (is.

Death of Bro. John Fcmviclc , P.A.G .D.C. Eng., Dist. G. Secretary
Queensland.

12.—Quarterl y Court of t he  Boyal Jlasonie Insti tution for Girls ; pension of
£100 a year to Misa llcelgrave on resigning, through ill-health , post of
Head Governess ; 3i eaudielatcs approveel, 21 vacancies declared.

Slimmer Enter ta inment  to the  inmates' of the Koyal Jlasonie Benevolent
Institution at Croy don.

13.—Quarterly Court of the  lioyal Masonic Ins t i tu t ion  for Boy s ; loiter of con-
dolence to be sent to the  E.tTcnfors of the late Bro. K. Eve, Past G.
Treasurer , Chairman of the Boarel ; 27 candidates approveel ; 20 vacancies
ilcclareel.

Annual  Meeting, at Ipswich, of the I'rov. Grand Lodge of Suffolk , under
Lorel Henniker , Prov. G.JI.

Quarterly Jlecting of the  Prov. Grand Lodge of Aberdeen City.
Death of Uro. George Grave-lev , P.G.P.

U.—Funera l of Bro. II. W. Lcadbe'ater , P.JI., P. Prov. ("J.D. X. and 10. Yorkshire.
17.—Annual Jlen'ting, at Palinoutli , of the Prov. Grand JIark Lodge of Cornwall.

Annual  Jlecting, at Clacton-on-Sea. of the  I' rov. Grand Lodge of Essex.
18.—Corner-stone of the new* Masonic Hall , Leeds, laid wi th  .Masonic ceremonial

by the Earl of Warwick , Dep. G. Jlaster.
Board of Benevolence: li! cases relieved with JL' IKI.
Animal Jlecting, al Lockinge House , seat of Bro. Lord Wantage , Prov,

G.JI., of the Prov. G. Lod ge of Berkshire.
Amain! Mei'ting, at Hi tch in , of the  Prov. G. Lod ge of Hertfordshire .
Consecralion , bv Bro. lhe Kev. Canon Tristram , D.D., Pasl ( I .  Chap ., Dep

I' .G.JI . Durham , of the Hudson Lod ge, Xo. 27'.)I , Wolsiiig ham ; liro.
Hob. Vf . Wraith lirst . W.M.

Annual Jlecting, at London (Out .), of lhe  Granel Lodge of Canada
(Province e>C Ontario) ; Hro . I!. II . Hungerford installed Jl.W.G.JI.

23.—Consecration , by Bro. 10. Letchworth , G . Secretary , of t l ie  St. Bride Lod ge,
Xo. 2N17 ; Bro. 0. J. Dminmond lirst W.M.

Death of Uro. E. F. ». Fuller, P.M. Xo. 1U57.
26.—Annual .Mei'ting, at Cvoydem , of lhe Preiv . Granel Loelge ami Prov. (.iranil

Chapier of Surrey ; the Earl of Onslow announces his retirenienl from
ollice.

27.—Consecralion , bv liro . 10. Leiehworth, G . Secretarv , of the Hon'slie Loelge.
No. 2N22 : lire -. T. M. Wood lirs t W.JI.

Annua l  Jleeling,  at Whi tehaven , of iho Prov. Graml JIark Lod ge of Cum-
berland and Westmoreland.

Quarterly Coinniunie -at io n of t he  Prov. (iranil  Lod ge of Perihshire  East.
30.—Consecration , by Uro. Frank ttichard sem , P.G.D., of the Grove Park Kent

Lodge, Xo. 2S2 I ; Hro . 10. Le Jlay lirst W.JI.
Annual  Meeting, at Portsmouth , of the I'rov. l iranil  Lod ge of Hampshire

and thc  Isle of Wight ; brethren af terwards  I ' l i te r ta incd at a con versa -
¦done nt l he  Town Hal l  by ihe Jlayor (Bro. I I .  lt. Pink , W.JI . Xo . l uOO,
Prov . S.G.W.)

Death of Bro. James W. S m i t h , Past G. Jlaster of All  Se-oitish Freemasonry
iu India .

Ai-ursr .

1.—Quarter l y Convocat ion of .Supreme Grand Ch.-ipler .
2.—Quarter l y Communication of Granel Lodge- of Se-oilanel ¦ Pre-senlation ,

be-fore the Meelinir , to Ladv Saltoun of a bust of Lord Saltoun ,
I.P.G..M.

8.— A n n u a l  Jle'i 'tiug, al  Stock port, of I lie Prov. Grand Lodge of Cheshire ;
Earl Egerton of Tatton , I' .G.JI., announces his i n t e n t i o n  of resigning
oihe-e' .

11.—Funeral , al J lor i lake , of liro . Major  Eustace Anderson . P.JI.
11.- - -Mee t ing ,  in Alderney, of tlie I'rov. Grand Lodge and I' rov. ( i rand  Chapn

of ( it iernsev and Ahlernev.  «
Death of Bro . 'C. T. (laker, of Hol t .

IC.—Annua!  Jleeling, al Wevuiouth , of t he  I' rov. Priory of Dorsetshire.
22. — Hoard of Benevolence : 17 cases relieved wit  h . C  120.
25. —Address by liro . t he  liev . Dr. Welhlon . Bishop of Calen l ln .  to the  Lod ges al

Simla ou "The Grave and ( lay  Side of Freemasonry .*'
25.--Consecralion by Bin.  Sir Horat io  l.lovd. P.G.D.. D e p u t y  I' rov. G.JI .

Uiesbire, of l h e  Birkenhead Loelge , No. 2S2H -. Bro . t l u -  liev. li .  Edwards
lirst W.M.

20.—Death of Bro. Sir Hedworth "Williamson , Bart., Prov. Grand Master of
Durham.

27.—Consecralion of a now Jlasonie Hall at Okehamp ton , laid with Masonic
Ceremonial by Bro. G. C. Davie, P.G.D., Deputy Prov. Grand Master
Devonshire.

28.—Annual  Jlecting, at Plymouth, of tlie Prov. Grand Lodgo of Devonshire ;
Presentation to Bro. F. B. Westlake, Past D.G.D.C , Prov*. S.G.W.

Death of Bro. Lemuel F. Littell , P.G.P.
29.—Death of Bro. Mark Cox, P.JI., Treasurer Xo. 985, Sutton Brid ge, Prov

(.i.S. of W. LineoliiUiiro.
•'0.—Funeral of liro. F. 11. Ebsworth , P.M. Xo. 1178.
3L--Donth of the Earl of Portarli'ngton , Past G.W.

Sl'.l'Tl'.MllF.R,

3.—Half-yearly Jleeling, at Laelysmith , of the District Grand JIark Lodge ot
X.-aal. Consecration by Bro. Thomas Cook, Dist. G.Jl.JL, of the Laely-
smith JIark Lod ge', Xo. 52S.

-I.—Quarterly Communication of Mark Grand Lodge; Vote of Sympath y witli
U.K.11. the Prince of Wales on the eleath of tlie Duke of ' Saxc-Cobim-.
Gotha (Duke of Edinburgh). Adelrcss of congratulation presented oa
behalf of the Boa rd of Steward s at recent JIark Benevolent Festival
to tlie Earl of Euston. M.W. Pro G.Jl.JL, the Chairman.

5.—Quarter l y Communication of United Grand Lodge; Vote of Coneloleiici!
with II K.H. the Prince of Wales on the death of his brother , the Duko
of SaxC'Coburg-Gotha.

d.— A n n u a l  Jlecting, ai Swanage, of the  Prov. Granel Lodge of Dorsetshire.
7.—Animal Jleeling, at Stafford , of the I'rov. Grand Jtavk Lodge of Stafford,

shire. Consecra t ion , bv t he  Karl of lOuslon , JI.W. Pro G.JI., of tins
Staffordshire Knot Lodge, Xo. oil ; liro. ,1. F. Pepper first W.JI.

S.—Death  of Bro. J. Simpson Africa , Past G.JI. Pennsy lvania.
JO.—The J o h n  bane Memorial Libra ry of the J ordan Lodge, X"o. 1-102, Tonpiav ,

unveiled by liro . W . ,1. I l - ighan , P.G.D.
I I . —Visit  of Bro. J . lloss Ilobertson , Past G.JI. Canada (Province of Ontario), to

lhe Fort rose* Lodge, Xo. le)S, Stornaway—the Mother Lodge of his
grandfa ther , Bro. Hector Sinclair.

12.—Half - year l y Jleeling, at Ki pon , of the J'rov. Grand JIark J.odgo of Wes
Yorkshire. Ladies aud gentlemen , including the Bishop of Kipon
prescnl at the  noo-Jlasonie-, part of the proceedings.

J 1.— A n n u a l  Jleeling, at Maryport , of the Prov. Granel Lod ge of CumherV.uul
and Weslmorlaud. Hearty reception of Lord H . Cavendish-Bentinc '
Jl . l ' ., on his re turn  fro m South A frica.

15.—Jle tnor ia l  Stone of t h e  Kuiherg len Parish Church laid wi th  Jlasonie Cei
monial by liro. Jlajor F. W. Allan , D.I' .G.JI. Kenl 'rewshire East.

Hi.—Jlasonie Service in the Presbyterian Church of Temple Patrick , Antrim.
Death  of Uro. Dr. I.  Zacharie , Past G.S.R. Order of Secret Monitor.

111. -Board of Uonevoli 'nce : Hi cases relieved with .tiJOO.
22.— .Memorial Slone of ihc  restored Cathedral Churc h at Brechin laid wit!

.Masonic Ceremonial by Hro. the Hon. James Hozier , JI.P., M.W.G.M
Scolland.

Presi'iitatiou to Bro. G. K. Lang ley for services as Secretary of the Btis lic
Park Lodge . Xei. 2381.

25.—Annual  Jleeling, at Durham , of the  Prov. Grand Lod ge of Durham ; Vole
Condolence wilh  Lad y Will iamson and famil y.

A n n u a l  Jleeling. at Dales Owen , of the Prov. (irand Lodge of Worccso
shire.

2(j.—Consecration, bv liro. IL Wylie , P.G.D., D.P.G.M. West Lancashire, of Hi
St. John 's Lodge, Xo. 2S25, Black pool ; Hro. John Wray lirst W.JI.

Annual  Festival , at Black pool , of We\st Lancashire Al pass Henevoh a'
I n s t i t u t i o n ; Bro. L. S. Cohen (Lord Mayor of Liverpool) Cha irman
proceeds, C12l *i.

Annua l  Jlecting, at Sol ihul l , of the Prov. Grand Lod ge of Wiirwii '
shire.

Annua l  Jleeling, at Ilfracombe , of the Prov. Gra n el JIark Loel ge i
Devonshire .

27. —Annua l  J lect ing,  al Neath , of the I'rov. Grand Lodge of South Wall
(10.1).).

28.—Annua l  Meeting,  at Denbi gh , of the Prov. Graud Lodge of Nor th  Wall

Oi TO nidi.

1.—Hea th  of Uro . B. Kell y Thorpe , P.G. Sid.  Ilr. IOng.
Presentation of (i r and  Lod ge Clolhing by the  Tivoli Lod ge, Xo. 21511. a

liro . W . J .  Mason , G. Std. Hr.
I. - A n n u a l  .Meet ing ,  at Oswest ry , of t h e  Prov. Grand Lod ge of .Shropshire-
'.(. Consecralion , bv Hro . 10. I.oicliworlh , G. Sec, of t l ie  St. John 's Lodge. *S->

2M I , Coventry.
11. —Q.iarie ' i-l y Court of t h e  I' oyal Jlasonie Ins t i tu t ion  for lioys; Election of -I

out of llii Candidate ' s .
12.—Quar t e r l y  Court of t he Koyal Jla sonie-  I n s t i t u t i o n  for Boys; 20 elected "'""'

an approved list, of 2li Candidate 's.
A n n u a l  .Meet ing ,  al H a t h , of the  Provincial Priory of Somerset ;l"'

. M o n m o u t h .

NATIONAL ORTHOPEDIC HOSPITAL
(FOR THE DEFORMED),

234 , GREAT POR TLAND STREET , REGENT 'S PARK , W.

I' l i i - snii- vr - I M S  G U . U ' H  T H E  D L ' K E  OF M A K L H O U O U G l l .

T i i K A s U i i -u - S I U  H O R A C E  F A I I Q C H A K , JI.!' ., L.C .C.

(>i |> |> l r i l  Chilli rt n a m i  A t l i t l l s  are- l i i ' iv  i v l i i - v i - i l  a n i l  cnrei l , a m i  m a ny  P a t i e n t s , wh o were wel l -n i .o'li h opeless, tri ples, eitred In ''u

s i i rgi i-a l  s k i l l  a m i  t i m e ly  a i i l  uf t h i s  C h a r i t y , are now i-annnii' u l i v e l i h o o d .

In the last 10 years, 1755 In-patients , and U400 Out-patients passed throu gh the Hospital.
The Committee of Management very earnestly Appeal for  help , to prevent a very heavy deficit on the year 's Acco^A

A Snhs i - i - i p l i o i i  ol ' L I  Is. 1 ' i i l i t l c s  I i )  Five ( J i l t -  Pal l en t  L e t t e r s , a m i  l'.'! .'I s. j ier  i i i i i i i i n i  I D One L i n i i t i - t l  Free I ' ed ami Tell O u t - I  i'"1 '',

L i ' l t e r s .  I
Dank er *— Sin ti. SCOTT , BA H I ., eV Co., I Cnvcmlish t-Mpi ure , W. j

Secre 'anj —Mi;. H. J. THESSIDEii, at the iiosp it*' 1 * j



pi —TIio Alfred Newton Lodge, No. 20.S(i, meets , by dispensation , af ihe "Mansion
House , and the niembers and a host of Grand Ollicers and other visitors
afterwards entertained at dinner by the Lord Mayor (Bro . Sir Alfred
Newton , Hart.).

U—Church Parade of Lodge Carse of Cowrie , No. 871 (S.C), at Errol .
|5. —Stat e Visit of flic Lorel Mayor (Bro. Sir A. Newton , Ban.), accompanied

by tho Lady Mayoress, and Sheriffs of London to the Royal Jlasonie
Institution for Girls.

Ik—Installation of Viscount Cranley as W.JI. of the Weysulo Loelge, "No. 139o,
Woking.

17 —Annual Jlecting, at Carmarthen , of the Prov. Grand JIark Lodge of Sonth
Wales.

Death of Bro. A. Stewart Brown , F.R.C.S., P.G.D. Eng.
j ,; Amm-il Jlecting, at Liverpool , of the West Lancashire Hamer Benevolent

Institution ,
on—Funera l of Bro. E. Berger, Past G. Org. Scotland.
22, Memorial Service liy the G. Conclave ot the Order of the Secret Monitor

in honour of Bro. Dr. Zacharie, Past G.S.R.
23, Annual Jlecting, at Camborne , of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Cornwall ;

Presentation of Grand Lodgo Clothing to Bro. B. F. Edyvi'aii, P.A.G.
D. of C. Eng., Prov. G. Sec.

21— Board of Benevolence : 3S eases relieved with £1015.
Annual Jlecting, at Bath , of the Prov. Grand JIark Loelge of Somerset-

shire.
Deat h of Bro. the Kev. Professor Shuttleivorth , P.M. Xo. 2301). «-

03_Death of Bro. Howard H. Boom , Past G. Sid. Br. Eng.
Deatli of Bro. Col. Heaton , P.M., V.'A. Xo. 12G0.

o(j, Half-yearl y Meeting, at Uarnsloy, of the I'rov. Grand Lodge of West
Yorkshire.

Annua l Meeling, at Southamp ton , of the Prov. Grand Mark Lod ge of
Hampshire and the Isle ol Wig ht.

27.—Deat h of Bro. C. H. Driver , Past G.S. of W. Eng.
¦j 0—Banner pri 'senied to the Savile Lodge, Xo. 1231 , Elland , by Bro. A. II. Law,

P.M., unfurled by Bro. Vf . 0. Lup ton , (J.D . Eng.
Consecration by Bro. JL K. Higg ins , P.JI. Xo. -102, of tlie Caribbea Lod ge,

Xo . 282!), St. John 's, Ant i gua , If.10. Hro. Sir Geo. Jfelville , lirst W.JI. '

31,—Annual Meeting, at Leicester, of the Prov. Grand Lod go of Leicestershire
and Huflaiid.

XoVKMllKH.

2.—Dedication by the Dnke of Abercorn , JI.W.G, Jfast.er of Ireland , of thc new
Jlasonie Hall at Lurgan.

Consecration , by Jiro . Lord I I .  Cavendish-Bentinck , 31.P., Prov. G. Master
of Ctimberlunel and Westmoreland , of the Alston Loelge , Xo. 279-1 j Bro.
Vf .  Brown lirst W.M.

Annual Jlecting, at Bri ghton , of tho Prov. Granel Lodge of Sussex.
Ii .—Animal Jleeting, at. Birmingham , ol tho Prov. Grand Chapter of

Warwickshire.
7.—Quarterl y Communication of Supreme Grand Chapter.

Consecration , by Viscount Dungarvan , Prov. G.Jl.JL Kent , of the United
Service Roval Ark Mariner Lodge, Xo. (i-i), Kew Brompton ; Hro. Charles
Woolger , lii-st W.C.X.

S.—Consecration , by Bro. E. Letchworth , G. Secretary, of the Devonian Lodge,
Xo. 2S.11- the Earl of Halsbury (Lord Chancellor), P.G.W., first W.JI.

Annual Jlecting, at Weymouth , of tbe. Prov . Granel JIark Loelge of Dorset-
shire.

12.—Annual Jleeting, at We-ymotith, of the Prov . Grand Chapter of Dorsetshire.
Animal Meeting of the Grand Council of tbe Allied Jlasonie Degrees.
Death of Bro. T. W. 11. White , of Sherborne.

1-1-.—Consecration , by Bro. Geo. Beech , P.G. Std. Br., Dep. P.G.M. Warwickshire,
of the Seymour Lod ge, Xo. 2801, llcdditch ; Lorel Ernest Seymour,
P. Prov. G.W., lirst W.JI .

Funeral of Bro. Geo. Green Symons, P.JI . Xo. -15.
Death of Bro. (i. Reynolds , P.JI., P.Z., Xo. Kilt.

21.—Board of Benevolence : 20 cases relieved witli .C720.
22.—Death of liro . Sir Arthur Sullivan , Past G. Organist.
2-1-,—Instal lat ion , af Surbiton , of Bro. Col. John Davis , A.D .C, as Prov. G.

Jlaster of Surrey, iu succession to the E-.vrl of Onslow, G.C.M.G.,
resigned.

27.—Interment of Bro. Sir A. Sullivan , P.G.M. , in St. Paul' s Cathedral.
Annua l  Jleeting of the I'rov. Grand Lod go of Glasgow.
Jlasonie " At Home " of Jlontefiore Lodge, Xo. 753, Glasgow ; Pre'sontaliou

to Hro. Joseph Fox , I.P.M., auel Mrs. I-'o.v.
Installation , at Wolverhampton , by the Earl of Euston , JI. Vf . Pro G.Jl.JL,

of Bro. •!. V. Pepper as I'rov. G.M.M. StaH'orils'nire and Shropshire.
28.—Jleeting of the Prov. Grand Chap ter of West Yorkshire,
29.—Annnal Jleeting, tit Derby, of tho Prov. Grand Lodge of Derbyshire.
30.—St. Andrew 's Day ; Grand Festival of the Grand Lod go of Scotland.

CLER GY ORPH AN CORPO RATION.
Boys' School :-ST. EDMUND'S SCHOOL, Canterbury.
Girls' School :-ST. MARGARET S SCHOOL, Bushey, Herts.

THE Committee urgently appeal to the generosity of thc Clergy and Laity of tlio Chnrch of England for fresh
support , in order that the sum of £8,500 a year, which is u rgently required to maintain the work of tho

Corporation alike in numbers and efficiency, may be raised before the close of the year.
For more than 150 years the Corporation has been carry ing on its beneficent work, and. during that

lime 3,181 orphan sons and daughters of the Clergy have been educated , clothed , ami maint ained m the
Schools free Of all Charge to the Mother or (j iiardian , while 240 such children are at the present time in them.

Unhapp ily, the Income from voluntary sources shows a decrease of more than £2,000 as compared with
last year. New Subscriptions and Donations to meet this deficit are deeply needed , and will bo
gratefull y acknowled ged by the

(Kev.) WM. CHAS. C'LUJ?F, Secretin - */ , '35, Parliament Street, Westminster , S.AV
Bankers—Messrs. DRUMMOND , Charing* Cross, S.W.

CENTRA L LONDON THRO AT & EAR HO SPITAL ,
aRAY'S 13V3V ROAD.

PATRON: H.R.H. THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT.

Tliu Commit lee make an earnest appea l for funds  to  enable! l i tem lo curry em t h e  benevolent work of t i n's Charit y w i t h o u t  stress. Tlie
Hospital lms neither e'l i i lowmi ' ii t  nor investment .  Over 8000 out-p at ients  and '500 in- |in t i i ' i i t , s  received t h e  benelits of tlie I n s t i tu t ion  last yi'iir.
A grunt  l i t is  been reeeivi'd Irom th e '  Prince ol' Wales's Hosp i ta l  Fund toward s a very necessary addi t ion to t h e  in-patients ' department , but un t i l
more funds  are lvceive'd n o t h i n g  can lie done. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  tl io cont inued  great , increase in the nnmber  of those c la iming its assistance the
income lias greatl y d imin i shed .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y, ihcre re-mains a heavy b u i l d i n g  debt up on tlio I n s t i t u t i o n , toward s the redemption of which
e-ont r ib i i t i ' i i i s  are earnest ly solicited : they wi l l  be t h a n k f u l l y received e i ther  by the  Hankers , Alessrs. H A.IICL A.Y efc CO ., ."H Lombard Street
K.C , or by RI CH Al t  I )  K K U S H A W , .Secretary, at (he  Hosp i ta l .

PRICE 7s. 6d. 8vo. ; Cloth Covers ; 260 Pages.
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Past Depu ty District Grand Master , Punjab.
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