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CRAFT AND ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.
We publish elsewhere a most interesting Table , which has

evidently been comp iled with the greatest care by Comp.
HERBERT G. E. GREEN , Prov. G. Scribe E. of West York-
shire, and which shows the strength , both actuall y and relativel y,
to each other of Craft and Royal Arch Masonry in the Provinces.
It will probably be somewhat disappointing to many of our readers,
and more especiall y to those among them who may have been
encouraged to hope that the change effected some few years in
reducing the period of probation through which the Master
Mason must pass before being exalted to the Royal Arch from
one year to one month. However , the Table tells its own tale ,
which is simp ly to the effect that the Holy Royal Arch , which ,
according to our Book of Constitutions , is essentially a part of
pure and ancient Masonry does not meet with the degree of
support among Craft Masons to which it is entitled. Here
and there among the Provinces of medium strength are to be
found a few in which the proportion of Royal Arch to Craft
Masons is about one to two, but in the majority of the larger and
more influential Provinces about one-third of the Master
Masons arc exalted , while in the case of sundry, the Royal
Arch is weakness itself. In Comp. GREEN 'S own Province , in
which great efforts have for some few years past been made to
strengthen the chapters , and the companions have been again and
again urged to encourage , by every means in their power, and even
to go so far as to invite Master Masons to join the Royal Arch ,
there are about three out of every eight Craftsmen who have been
exalted , there being 45 chapters to 81 lodges at the date—June ,
1S 99—to which the Return is made up, while the number of com-
panions is given as 1559 out of 4 142 Master Masons. In the two
Lancashires , which are our strongest Provinces , the position is
far less favourable , there being in West Lancashire , with its 122
lod ges and 8125 subscribing members , onl y 46 chapters , and
'44^ companions ; while East Lancashire , which musters 113
lodges, with 4800 subscribing members , the number of chapters
ls 4 1 and that of companions 1100. Thus in the whole county
°f Lancashire there arc 235 lodges, with an aggregate member-
shi p of 12,925 Master Masons, but there are onl y 87 chapters ,
with 2546 companions , the proportion of Royal Arch to Craft
Masons being, in round fi gures , as one to five. The next
strongest Provinces after the Lancashires and West Yorkshire ,
are Kent and Devonshire. The former of these has a roll of
"5 lod ges with 4266 subscribing members , the chapters being
2^ in numb er and the companions 1000, while in Devonshire

with its 59 lodges and 38S7 members, there are 30 chapters with
an aggregate membershi p of 969. Cheshire has 52 lodges and
2636 members , and 21 chapters with 659 members, while in
Hampshire and the Isle of Wi ght there are 48 lodges and 4000
members, with 26 chapters and 975 companions. Essex , with
44 lodges and 2297 members , has onl y 13 chapters and 355
companions , while in Surrey whose 42 lodges muster only 1700
members , there are 17 chapters but only 326 companions. In
Durham there are 37 lodges with 3610 members, that is, nearly 100
members per lodge, but the chapters are only 13 in number,
though with an aggregate membershi p of 547, or as nearly as
possible 42 companions per chapter. In Northumberlan d , which
has 32 lod ges and 2783 members , there are but 11 chapters and the
number of companions is only 440, while in Sussex there are
but nine out of 33 lodges that have chapters attached to them
and only 290 companions as compared with 1600 Craftsmen.
In Bristol there are nine lodges with 550 members , while the
chapters, though but three in number, have amongst them 220
companions. In Oxfordshire there are 12 lodges and four
chapters, there being 1018 members of the former and 27 1 of
the latter. However , it is not necessary that we should go
th rough the whole Table , the Provinces we have quoted being
sufficient for the purpose of showing that Royal Arch Masonry
is in need of still greater encouragement and support.

TIME IMMEMORIAL LODGES,

By BRO . R. F. GOULD , P.G.J) .
III.

(Cont' tinted f rom pa ge 326.)
With the except ion of St. Andrew , Strathaven , present No.

215 (which may or ma}' not be a revival of Strathaven Kilwin-
ning, ori g. No. 187), all the lodges in the foregoing table are
(according to the best authorities) of older date than their Grand
Lodge. Nor does the list given pro fess to be an exhaustive one ,
thoug h as several Scottish brethren are prosecuting inquiries on
my behalf , I am not without: hope that some of the omissions
they may succeed in detecting, will be incorporated with the text
before the present article is reprinted in pamphlet form.

The origin of a great number of these old lodges is unknown ,
and the dates placed after their names arc merely conj ectural .
These are in the strictest sense of the term "Time Immemorial
Lodges," while the others, though classified in the same way, are
onl y accorded a similar status in the narrower and more restricted
(or perhaps it would be better to say, Masonic or conventional)
sense , of having been in existence before the formation of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1736. , .

In November , 1737, it was resolved that all the lod ges holding
of the Grand Lod ge should be enrolled according to their
seniority, which should be determined from the authent ic docu-
ments they produced ; and , in accordance with this princi ple,
the first place on the roll was assigned to Mary 's Chapel and the
second to Kilwinnin g. The latter , however , (in 1743) resenting
this conclusion; resumed its independence , and for well ni gh 70
years continued to exist as an independent Grand Body, dividing
with the Grand Lodge of Edinbur g h , the honour of forming
branches in Scotland , as well as in the North American Colonies
and other British possessions beyond the seas.

Ultimatel y it was agreed (1807) that Mother Kilwinnin g
should be placed at Ihe head , and her daug hter lod ges at the end
of the roll of the Grand Lod ge ; but that so soon as the roll
should be re-arranged and corrected , the lodges holding of Mother
Kilwinnin g should be ranked according to the dates of the ir
org inal charters and of those granted by the Grand Lodge.



Foreign Masons were long- believed to have introduced their
customs into Scotland , and the leading position in the Craft as
the centre of Operative Masonry in that king dom , was tradition-
ally attached to Kilwinning.

But the legend pointing to Kilwinning as the original seat of
Scottish Masonry , based as it is upon the story which makes the
institution of the lodge, and the erection of the Abbey (i 140)
coeval , is inconsistent with the fact that the latter was neither
the first nor second Gothic structure erected in Scotland. More-
over, we are assured on good authority that a minute inspection
of its ruins proves its erection to have been antedated by some
80 or 90 years. Still , even were we to accept the dates of
erection of the chief ecclesiastical buildings , as those of the in-
troduction of Masonry into the various districts of Scotland , it
would be found , says an authority of great weight, that Kelso
stood first , Edinburg h second , Melrose third , and Kilwinning
fourth.

It may , however, be safely laid down , that no argument what-
ever can be drawn from the existence or non-existence of local
Masonic tradition , as all genuine tradition of the kind in Scot-
land was swept away by the famous Oration of the Chevalier
Ramsay in 1737, which substituted for it a spurious tradition ,
awarding the palm of priority over all the other Scottish lod ges
to the Lodge of Kilwinning.

The records of Mother Ki lwinning  begin with the year 1642 ,
but the lod ge is referred to in the Schaw Statutes of A.i ) . 1599,
where , in Item III . ,  the Warden-Genera l confirms the rank of
" Edinburgh " (Mary 's Chapel) as " the f irst  and pr inci pal lod ge
in Scotland ," of " Ki lwynning  " as the " secund lud ge," and of
"Stirueling " (Stirling) as the " th rid lud ge," respectively.

About 70 " Ki lwinnin g charters are supposed to have been
issued down to the year 1803, but all traces of the greater
number of them have disappeared. Many of the lod ges so
established superadded the name of Kilwinning to that of the
town or place where they carried on their work , but this com-
pound title is by no means distinctive of the bodies so created ,
as the practice was also a common one among the lodges erected
by the Grand Lodge, without their having any connection what -
ever with the present No. 0.

John , seventh Earl of Cassilis , afterwards a prominent fi gure
in the Revolution of r6SS , was deacon , or head , of the Lodge of
Kilwinning in 1672 , and the same position was filled by
Alexander , eighth Earl of Eglinton , in 1678. Histories of
Mother Kilwinning have • been written by Bros. D. Murray
Lyon (Freemasons ' Magazine), 1S63-65, and Robert Wylie , 1S7S.

The earliest minute of the Lodge of Edinburg h (Mary 's
Chapel) bears the date " Ult imo Julii 1599," a»d the tercen-
tenary of this interesting epoch in its career was celebrated with
much rejoicing in 1S99. The history of this famous lod ge (with
which 1 have the honour to be connected by the tie of honorary
membershi p) appeared in 1873, and was the great Masonic
event of that year. A second edition is now on the verge of
publication , and , without doubt , will sustain (fo r it cannot en-
hance) the hi gh reputation alread y acquire d by its gifted author
(the Grand Secretary of Scotland) as a writer and scholar of the
Craft.

The Lodge of Edinburg h (Mary 's Chapel), No. i , together
with Canongate Kilwinnin g, No. 2, and other lod ges, seceded
from the Grand Lodge in 1808, and organised themselves into a
separate body—Jul y iSth—under the designation of "The
Associated Lodges seceding from the Grand Lodge of Scotland."
The Master of Mary 's Chapel was appointed " Grand Master."
A legal strugg le ensued , in which the Grand Lodge was
thoroughly worsted , and the Associated Lodges emerged from
it victorious. Happil y, however , a conciliatory sp irit prevailed ,
or the result might have been a multi plicity of Grand Lodges,
and in 1813, the seceding lod ges returned to their former
allegiance.

I have passed very li ghtl y over the eventful career of No. i ,
but the history of this famous lod ge has been written by a
master hand , and like my'fellow students of the Craft , I am looking
forward with p leasurable antici pation tp the appearance of a
revised edition of Bro. Lyon 's monument al  work , in which
(unless I have been wholl y misinformed) there wil l be found a
quantity of new and original matter , of the greatest possible
interest to all who make a close stud y of the early history of
our Society .

The written records of the Lodge of Melrose do not <ro
further back than 1674, but there is evidence to show that it
must have been in existence for a long period before the entry in
the first minute  book. I h e  lod ge affiliated with the Grand
Lodge of Scotland on February 25th , r8qi , and on account ol"
its great anti quity was placed on the roll as No. 1'-. A short
sketch of its history was written by the late Bro. \V. F. Vernon
in 1880 , and a fuller one in iSqi.

It is now impossible to prove the identity of the ancient
Lodge of Aberdeen , No. 1"', with that described in the Burgh
Records of 1483, though for my own part \ see no reason to
doubt the probability of the ir being one and the same.

At what date non-operatives were first admitted in the lodge
cannot (in the absence of records) be determined , but it was
evidentl y befo re 1670. In that year there were 49 members on
the roll , and 11 apprentices. Of this number , four were noble-
men—the Earls of Erroll , Findlater , Dunfermline , and Lord
Pitsligo—three ministers , two surgeons , an advocate , several
gentlemen , besides merchants and tradesmen , and only eight
were operative Masons.

The customs of the Aberdeen Lodge differed singularl y, and
at times materiall y, from those of other Scottish Lodges. Mother
Kilwinning chose the seclusion of an " upper chamber " of an
ordinary dwelling-house for its meetings, but the Masons of
Aberdeen preferred to hold their lodge in " the open fields ,"
rather than in occup ied buildings—"the Mearnes in the parish
of Nigg, at the stonies at the point of the Ness ," being the
specified place for entering in the " Outfield Lodge."

The two classes of Brotherhood , known under the names of
Domatic and Geomatic (Operative and Speculative) Masons ,
were kept quite distinct ; and no Operative was permitted to
receive any of the Three Degrees until he had made his essay
piece to each Degree, and it was approved of by the lodge. In
the oldest minutes the admission of either class was differentl y
worded.

By the rules of the lodge (which was originally numbered 39,
afterwards 34, and onl y very recentl y 1:1) it is laid down that
the Master shall be a gentleman , or Geomatic , Mason. This,
with rare exceptions , has been adhered to since 1670 , while the
office of Senior Warden was held by a Domatic , or Operative ,
Mason until 1S40.

In 17 81 the bulk of the Operative members left the old lod ge ,
taking their mark-book with them , and established the "Opera-
tive Lodge," No. 150. Since then , as I am informed , the senior
lod ge of Aberdeen has ceased to register the marks of its
members , which is to be regretted , as such an ancient custom
was well worthy of perservation. No. 150 continues to be a
p urely  Operative lod ge, and no person can be admitted , whether
by initiation or affiliation, who is not an Operative Mason.

What may be termed the " Premier Scottish Warrant of
Constitution ," was granted by the Lod ge of Kilwinning (No. 0)
to several of its own members resident in the Canongate , Edin-
burgh , and is dated December 20th , 1677.

This was a direct invasion of jurisdict ion, for it empowered
them to act as a lod ge, quite to the same extent as Mother
Kilwinnin g herself , and with a total disregard to the proximity
of Mary 's Chapel—" the First and Head Lodge of Scotland. "
Canongate Kilwinnin g,  No. 2, whose " regularity " as dalinj;
from December 20th , 1677, was duly recognised by the Grand
Lodge, not only supp lied the first Scottish Grand Master ,
William St. Clair of Rosslyn , but has also numbered amongst
its members 21 other brethren who were "Grand Master
Masons of Scotland." The eighth and ninth Earl , and the iolh
Earl and 1st Marquess of Dalhousie , together with other leading
members of the Scottish nobility and gentry, fi gure in thi s
list. An excellent history ol" No. 2 has been written by Bro
Allan Mackenzie (1888), from whose "selected Names of
Members " I extract the following : Under " Law "—Lord s
Brougham and Loughboroug h (first Earl of Rosslyn), Lord
Chancellors of England ; Lords Monboddo , Westhall , aiul
Eskgrove ; " Medicine "—James Gregory. John Brown , James
Burnes , and Sir William Fergusson ; " Army "—Generals Sir
James Adol phus Oughton , Sir Ral ph Abercrombic , and Lord
Frederick Filzclarence ; and " Literature " — Bruce (the
Abyssinian Traveller), James Boswcll of Auchinleck , Robert
Burns , and James Hogg (theEltrick Shepherd)—who both held
the office of Poet-Laureate of the lodge, Henry Macken zie
(author of " The Man of Feeling "), John Wilson (" Christop her
North "), D. M. Moir (the "Delta " of "Blackwood' s Magazin e "),
Dr. Hugh Blair (the eminent preacher , and lecture r on Rhetoric
and Belles-lettres), John Gibson Lockliart (the biogra pher oi
Scott), and William Edmunstoune Aytoun (Professor of Litera-
ture and Belles-Leltres , author ol" " Lays of the Scottish
Cavaliers ," etc.), R.W. Master , 1S30.

Prior to 1846, the Royal Burghs of Scotland held a monopoly
of trade , and no person other than a Burgess (or Freeman) could
trade within the Burg h. Hence , to evade this monopol y, lodges
were formed in the Canongat e of Edinburg h and Lcith—places 1"
the immediate vicinity of the Burg h—where the member'
carried on the business of Masonry , which was then held t' 1

be a trade. "Canongate Ki lwinnin g , " No. 2 , and " Canongate
and Leith , Leith and Canongate ," No. 5, are examples of th ] "
practice. No. 5 dates from 1688, in which year a schism ]»
recorded in the minutes of the Lodge of Edinburgh (Mai) ' 6



Chapel), the seceders being composed of Masons in the Canon-
crate and Leith.
° The first actual encroachment upon the monopol y was made
by the Journeymen Lodge, No. 8 (also an offshoot of No. i), in
1707, but some of the members were master builders and the
sons of burgesses, and therefore privileged. Liberty to give the
Mason Word was the princi pal point in dispute between Mary 's
Chapel and the Journeymen , which was settled by the " Decreet
Arbitral " in 1715, empowering the latter " to meet together as
a society for giving the Mason Word." Several lodges meeting
in the Canongate (which was then a Burgh of Regal ity—not a
Royal Burgh), then fell into line , and changed their names , for
example, Canongate from Leith , No. 36 (1739), to St. David' s;
and Scots Lodge in Canongate, No. 48 (1745), to Edinburgh
St. Andrew. The history of No. 8, by Bro. VVilliam Hunter ,
appeared in the "Freemasons' Magazine " of 1858, and as a
separate publication in 1S84.

(To be continued.)

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF GLO UCESTER
SHIRE.

The annua l meeting of the above Prov. G. Lodge was held on the 5th
instan t at Glouceste r by the Prov. G. M aster , Bro. the Ri ght Hon . Sir
Micha el E. H icks-Beach , Bart. It is five years since the city had the oppor-
tunity of exten ding its fraternal greeting to the brethren assembled for the
Prov . G. Lod ge, and the arrangements made by the three lodges of
Gloucester for their reception followed very closely the programme in 1895.
Before the assembl y of Prov. G. Lod ge, " lodges of recreation and instruc-
tion ," arranged by Bro . the Dean of Gloucester , P.G. Chap. Eng., were
enjoye d. These included an organ recital by Bro . A. H. Brewer , the
Cathe dral organist , and the privilege of listening to the musical treat pro -
vided in the grand old church was embraced by a large number. The
prog ramme rendered included the Overture to " Athalie " (Mendelss ohn),
Barca rolle , fro m 4'h Concerto (Bennett) , and a suite by Lemmens , viz.,
(a) MarcheTr iomp hale , (b) Cantabile , and (c) Finale. The Dean him-
self acted as guid e and lecturer to those brethren—there were many—who
desirt d to make a more detailed inspection of the monuments , of whose
history Dr. Spence has made a life-stud y, and whose care he has speciall y
identifie d himself with . Naturall y not the least interesting were those
sectkns ol the fabric which had been selected by the province in previous
years for restoration and repair.

The Prov . G. Lodge itself assembled at two o'clock under the presi-
dency of the Prov. G. Master , who was accompanied by his Deputy (Bro.
R. V. Vassar -Smith). The other officers of Prov. G. Lod ge prese nt were
Bros, the Rev. H. lvenrick Adkin , P.G. Chap. ; W. C. Ferris , P.G. Reg. ;
H. R. J . Braine , P.S.G.D. ; M. W. Di/nscombe , P.G. Supt. of Works ;
W. C. Banniste r , PiG.D.C. ; Har ry Stallard , P.G. Std . Br. ; A. J otcham ,
P.G.S.B. j W. H. Morgan , P.G. Org. ; W. Crosbie Coles and T. Hobbs ,
P.G. Stwcs. ; J ames B. Winterbotliam , P.G. Sec ; Llewellyn Evans ,
P.A.G. Sec. ; and William Window , P.G. Tyler .

The breth ren upon the dais included Bro. the Very Rev . the Dean of
Glouceste r, P.G. Chap., and other members of Grand Lodge, while the
attendance of brethren fro m the various lod ges in the province overtaxed
the seating accommodation of the historic Chapter House.

Prov. G. Lodge having been opened , adjournment was at once made to
the Cathedral , the processio n forming in order of seniority, juniors leadin g,
and passing throug h the cloisters up the nave into the choir. The service
was choral , and brig htl y ren dered .

The sermon was preached by Bro . Dean Si'ENCE , who prefaced his
discourse as follows :

Brethren of the Order ,—Our annual meeting is always a solemn occasion ,
but this occasion will perhaps stand out in th<e annals of our Order as the most
important , the most moment ous for us Mason s, who are loyal of the loyal , the
most staunch defende rs of the Throne. It is indeed a striki ng coincidence that
at the very time we were entering this great House of God tin- news was being
flashed to England that the flag of this nation was waving over the cap ital of our
enemy. The news was flashed from the Field Marshal himself , so there is no
doubt of it. Now, we do not receive this news with feelings of exultation or of
triump h, but only with the sense of deep than kfulness—thankfulness that God
still remains over , still protects , this our Eng land as He has aforetime , that He
reserves to us a greater and a mightier work e ven in the future than we have
effected in the past. And now to my subjec t. To the Brotherhood of Free-
masons—to us who have firm faith that our Order makes for peace , good feeling,
charit y, chivalry, and especiall y for reli gious earnestness; that it is a strong
bulwark of order and stability ; that in the great Eng land you and I know , and
in the yet greater England beyond the sea, the greater Eng land with which the
late events have forged a bon d of friendshi p a-nd of union stronger even than
had existed before ; that it is in the two Eng lancls a mig hty power , a power that
will grow as time rolls on , because it is founded upon the reli gion we love—to us
En glish Masons who have th is faith in our grant Order , any contribution to the
stor y of the Craft is valuable and interesting. That is why I have ventured to-
day—when we Gloucestershire Masons are me t t ogether to praise the Great
Architect of the Universe in our proud cathedral—to piece together a little
ta pestry of Masonic lore. I do so with diffidence , if not with trembling, for to
some of my hearers my tapestrie d story may set m fanciful , althoug h it is based
upon wha t I dare to call scientific history. It ca n , of course , onl y be a sketch—
hut a little introduction to a great subject. We often ask what ore Freemasons ,
what is our story ? Some eighteen hundred year s ago, when the great Emp erors
of Rome—such as Augustus , such as Vespasia n and Titus—such as the noble
•Anto nines—were rei gning over the Roman world , there existed in Rome and in
oth er mi ghty cities of the emp ire , colleges, as they were called , guild s perha ps
would be a better term , composed of workers Jn different crafts. Among these
the Colleges of Architects , Builders , and the many artisans who carried out the

plans and designs of the Mast ers of the Craft were well known. The Imperial
Government ever looked somewhat jealousl y upon these confraternitie s. There
were various and stringent Imperial regulations which these confraternities
had to comp ly with — they were watched with extreme care. But
that they existed , and were a powerful factor in Roman society,
is now undisputed . Scholars are graduall y now coming to know
more and more of these great and popular Guilds. The Guild of Architects
and Builders was an influential one—it had many secrets which were not divul ged
outside its members. The glorious matchless piles we read of , the ruins of some
of which we gaze at still with wondering admiration in the Eternal City, were
their work. Witness the enormous system of aqueducts , stretchin g still in pic-
turesque ruin miles" and miles over the vast and desolate Campagna. Witness the
lord ly Temp les, the mighty piles of Imperial ruin on the storied Palatine , the
Colosseum , the Pantheon , the Tomb of Hadrian—just to take a few well-known
examples. Into the great popular Guild which created these immemorial piles
fell the seed of the preaching of the Cross , and many of the Guilds became
Christian Brothers. When Diocletian rei gned in the last years of the fourth cen-
tury, so runs the old Church legend—it was, no doubt , founded on fact, and here
in passing I would note how the work of arch ;eologists and historia ns every year
strangel y supports the substantial truth of many of these old stories , which some
had come to doubt—when Diocletian , the Emperor , who hated the Christians and
bitterl y persecuted them , reigned , a little group of painters and scul ptors , members
of the Colleg ium or Guild , refused to exercise their art and craf t for the Pagan.
They said to the heathen Emperor— " We cannot build a te.np le or shape images
in wood or stone for false gods." They were in consequence cruell y put to death ,
their names are preserved in the Church of the Four Hol y Crowned Ones— " the
Quatuor Coronati " at the foot of the Coelian - Hill—now , alas , neglected and
almost in ruins. This persecution of Diocletian apparently began that dispersion
of the famous Guild. Not quite a century later , the troubles from the Barbarian
invasions fell on Rome , and for several hundred years the metr opolis of the world
was an unsafe dwelling place, successivel y pillaged , sacked , and burnt by different
hordes of invaders. We hear nothing after this troublous period began of the
Colleg ium or Guild of Architects. Strangel y enoug h the Guild re-appears in the
little island of Comacina , on the lake of Coino , in the sixth century. Comacina
is spoken of as the only free spot in Ital y when the Roman Empire was dying
under the successi ve inroads of Goth and Vandal. It was to this little town , little
known , that the Guild seems to have fled , and there in silence and obscurity for
a period prese rved their legendary knowled ge, handed down to them from Greek
and Roman sources—some say even from Solomon 's builders of the Great Temp le
of J erusalem. One of the conquering races who settle d in North Italy—the
Lombards—in the sixth century, adopted Christianity as their religion , and
alone among the nort hern invaders who ruined the Roman Empire
became zealous as churc h builders. The Lombard churc hes in the seventh
and eighth centuries were famous in all the western world j they are with
us still. But the Lombar ds had among them the old Masonic Guild of Rome.
We now come upon the term in architectural history of the Comacina Masters.
These were the inher itors of the secrets of the Craft whose career we hav e been
roug hl y traci ng. Under the Lombard Soverei gns, the Guild of Masons became
powerful , and highly organised. There seems to have been at the head of the
Order a Grand Master. The Order was divided into many lodges, with a Mister
ruling over each lodge. Each lodge had three classes of members— 'Master
Masons , Working Brethren , and Novices. The whole organisation and nomen<
clature with which we are so familiar , was in actual workin g form in the Coma '
cina Guild under the Lombard rulers in the sixth , seventh , and eighth centuries.
They began to be termed Fr eemasons because they were builders of a privileged
class , absolved from taxes and servitude , free to trave l where they p leased in the
times when feudal custom and restriction , and almost feudal servitude , every *
where prevailed. The term was largel y app lied to the m both in England and in
Germany after the time of Charlemagne. They sprea d with curiou s rap idity
over most of the count ries of Europe. They were lar gely protected by the
ecclesiastical powers. Many of the Popes conferred on this great Guild the
privileges they had obtained under their natural soverei gns. Ecclesiastics of high
degree were frequentl y enrolled in the company of these Freem as ons as member s.
It is difficult to trace how many of the great buildin gs of Europe , from the
eighth century onward , were designed and built by the great fraternity of Free *
masons , many of which have perished , and others have been so altered and
restored in different ages as to bear few of the original signs of their ori gin, One
who has made a carefulstud yof their work traces to these Comacina Freem asons , the
successors of the old Roman Guild , driven out of the Imperial City by Diocletian ,
A.D. 302, in the course of his terrible persecutions of Christi ans , and recruit ed
by others of the same Guild when Rome became no home for Arts and Crafts ,
when the Goths and Van dals had worked their wild will upon the immemorial
city—traces to these Comacina Freemasons all that was architectur ally good in
Ital y during the dark Barbarian period lasting well-ni gh 503 years. Their hand
is visible in the noble Lombard Basilicas. Their work is to be seen still in very
many, if not in all , the grand churches of France , Spain , Germany, and England
of the earl y Middle Ages. But I must hurry on , rememberin g this is but a sketch
Whence now did this stra nge and marvellous Guild derive the mighty secrets of
their Craft ? The Roman Colleg ium or Guild to which the mart yred
crowned ones belonged , possessed them. But they were not the
kindlers of the Divine fire ; they only kept the bri ght lamp burning. Had they
learned their wondrous secret skill from Greece , from Phei dias and Prax iteles
from the unknown builders of the glorious temp les and shrin es of Athens , the bri ght
and happy, the immemorial Athens of the Violet Crown ? Or in our quest must we
go to yet older , to yet higher and grander sources still ? You Masons catch my
meaning quickl y. Very familiar to the brothers of the Craf t is another and
sublimer cradle of true practical Masonry. Nor is it only tradition. The Comacina
Freemasons of very eai ly days had a special mar k—a loved signature. Hard
indetd , is it to find a church , an altar , a pul pit even of these earl y Masons with '
out the famous mark upon it—that beautifu l device of a sing le strand mysteriously
interlaced—the sign of the one God—of His inscrutable and infinite ways whose
nature is Unity. It is known as Solomon 's knot. This signature is very , very
old. The other Comacina signature—somewhat later—is a lion—the lion of the
Tribe of J udah ; the lion of God of whom Isaiah sings in his pathetic story • th is,
too , we find in a hundred ways woven into their lovely work. This mighty
Guild ceased to be in the 15th century. A tew great spirits such as Brunelle schi ,
of Florence , and Michael Angelo , of Rome , had learned the traditio ns of the
glorious pas t , and worked on. But they died , as you and I sha ll die, and then the
lamp went out. The " new learning, ' as it is sometimes called , killed it and
men did other things , beautiful things , perhaps noble thin gs, useful thi ngs. ' But
they didn 't build ; they have never built since I We of the Craft inheri t their
traditions , thoug h we use them now in a different way. We keep alive a memory
a vury glorious memory. We bear a great name , we are heirs of a noble inheri '
lai.ci- , »c aiu entrusted with a great work. We have a task before us a fair
example of faith and of pat ient industr y to follow , and , brethren , " whatsoever
things are true , whatsoever things are honest , whatsoever thin gs are just , whatso-
ever things are pure , whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever thin gs are of good
report—it there be any virtue , if there be any praise—think on those thin gs,"
Then , and then onl y, will you be good Masons in the truest , noblest sense of tha
word as we teach Masonry now in Eng land.

The service closed with the hymn , " 0 God our help." During thq



sing ing a collection was made on behalf of the work on the stained glass
windows of the Lady Chapel. The brethren having formed up in the same
order the procession returned to the Chapter House, where lodge was
resumed and business disposed of. In discussing the Charity votes the
Deputy Provincial Grand Master proposed that ^10 be voted to the Fund
for the Relief of Refugees from the Transvaal and the Orange Free State
i—or rather the Orange River Colony, and the new title seemed equall y to
bother the memory of the Chancellor of the Exchequer , who seconded the
unanimous vote. The Committee which had been appointed to inquire i nto
the restoration of Tewkesbury Abbey reported , per Bro. Vassar-Smith ,
that the work, a portion of which the lodge had in view, was started by Bro.
Collins, but since then Tewkesbury brethren had had to mourn the loss
both of that good Mason and of Bro. Fred Moore , who had also substan-
tially interested himself in the work. The repairs contemplated would
cost /520.

The PROV. GRAND MASTER , in deploring the loss of the brethren men-
tioned , remarked that the former had been for many years a personal friend ,
while no one who had known Bro. Moore could fail to recognise the good
work he did for his native place and for Masonry. He hoped that the name
of Bro. Collins would be handed down for all time, associated with the
building he had done so much to preserve and beautif y.

The expenditure was agreed to when Bro. BAKER had explained that
already the Tewkesbury brethren had volunteered to contribute .£200 .'of the
^,520, in addition to the amounts they had already &di ridually contributed
to the restoration work.

The officers for the ensuing year were invested as follows :
Bro. Lindsey Winterbotham , 2709 ... ... Prov. S.G.W.

„ Edwin Lea, 1005 ... ... ... Prov. J.G.W.
„ Rev. Canon St. John , 493 ... ... Prov. G. Chap.
„ G. J. Holloway, 2407 ... ... ... Prov. G. Reg.
„ J. Bruton , 839 ... ... ... Prov. G. Treas.
„ I. B. Winterbotham , S2 ... ... Prov. G. Sec.
,. H. Bansall Todd . S2 ... ... ... Prov. S.G.D.
„ G. Goodwin Norris , 2541 ... ... Prov. J.G.D.
„ F. J. Townshend, 592 ... ... ... Prov. G.S. of Wks
„ W. J. Greenstreet , 702... ... ... Prov. G.D.C. .
„ H. A. Armitage, 839 ... ... ... Prov. A.G.D.C.
„ A. W. Hopkins, 761 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.B.
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„ Rev. G. C. Ryley, S39... ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ M. Llewellyn Evans, 82 ... ... Prov. A.G. Sec.
„ G. Banaster, 900 ... ... ... Prov. G. Purst.
„ F. Treasure, 493 ••• ••• ••• )
„ J. Smithin , S39 ... ... ... [Prov. G. Stwds.
,, Oliver Carter .l 1005 ... ... ...)
„ VV. Window ... ... ... Prov. G. Tyler.
The PROV. G.M., before closing the business , embraced the opportunity

of expressing the warm thanks of the members of Prov. Grand Lodge for
the hospitable welcome extended to visiting brethre n by the members of the
three city lodges, and in especial thanked the Very Worshi pful the Dea n,
not only for the eloquent discourse they had just listened to, but for the
privilege of attending service in that magnificent Cathedral , whose con-
dition showed the care with which the custodians discharged their trust.
The opportunity of worshipping as a body in the cathedral and of holding
lodge in that historic Chapter House was, indeed, a privilege that contributed
largely to the profit and pleasure of the province.

To this the DEAN replied that nowhere should Provincial Grand Lodge
expect a heartier welcome than in the building which bore such substantial
evidence of their princely munificence.

After Provincial Grand Lodge had been closed in due form , brethren to
the number of about 150 sat down to a banquet served at the Bell Hotel.
The post-p randial proceedings were none the less cordial and patriotic
owing to the news from Pretoria. The Gloucester brethren had applied
themselves in good earnest to the task of making the proceedings pleasur-
able, and not the least enjoyable feature of the day was the beautiful singing
of a large glee-party conducted by Bro. W. H. Morgan. The permission
to smoke was conveyed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer remarking "The
more tobacco you smoke the better it will be."

Bro. the Rev. C. J. MARTYN , who responded for the toast of " The
Grand Lodge " in a thoroughly characteristic speech , reminded the Prov. G.
Master of the early Freemasons of whom the V.W. Bro. the Dean had
spoken in his sermon , and who were exempt fro m taxes of all kinds. If the
Prov. G.M. were to put that princi ple into practice, at least within that pro -
vince, Freemasonry would flourish beyond precedent.

The PROV. GRAND MASTJJR , replying to the toast of his health , remarked
that it was a characteristic of all parties , irrespective of politics , that each
tried to get out of paying taxes, and cacli tried to get as much as it could
out of the Exchequer. The suggestion of Bro. Martyn might have com-
mended itself to him were it not for the recollection of what happened to the
early Freemasons who were exempt fro m taxation. Were they not bitterl y
persecuted by the taxpayers, and finall y driven to take refuge on the island
111 Lake Matjgiore ?

The following lodges of Gloucestershire were represented : Royal York
Lodge, No. 2709, Nailsworth ; St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 2541, Avon-
mouth ; Hicks-Beach Lodge, No. 2407, Stroud ; Tyndall Lodge, No.
1363, Staple Hill ; Royal Forest of Dean Lodge, No. 1067, Newnham ;
Zetland Lodge, No. 1005, Gloucester ; Prince of Wales' Lodge, No. 951,
Stow-on-the-Wold ; St. George's Lodge, No. 900, Tewkesbury ; Lodge
of Sympathy, No. S55, Wotton-under-Ed ge; Royal Gloucestershire Lodge,
No. 839, Gloucester ; St. |ohn's Lodge, No. 761 , Dursley ; Sherborne
Lodge, No. 702 , Stroud ; Cotteswold Lodge, No. 592 , Cirencester; Royal
Lebanon Lodge, No. 493, Gloucester ; Foundation Lodge , No. S2 , Chel-
tenham ; Royal Union Lodge, No. 246, Cheltenham ; Royal Lodge of
Faith and Friendship, No. 370, Berkeley .

DU R I N G  THK EXCAVATIONS in the forecourt of St. John 's Church , CIcrkenwell ,
for the purpose of building an improved entrance to the crypt (which dates back lo
1010) an ancient wall has been uncovered , which forms a portion of a circle. In the
opinio n of experts who have been called to sec it the original nave of the edifice was
circular , like the Temple Church at the present time. This is interesting, because
there are only four ancient round churches in England. Last night, at the Clerken-
Wcll Vestry, Mr. Churchwarden Millward asked permission to continue the excavat ions
in St. John 's-square, to endeavour to discover the continuation of the old wall. The
woik would be done free of cost to the parish. The request was granted.

PRO VINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF LINCOLNSHIRE
The Provincial Grand Lodge of the above county was held at Boston on

the 7th instant , and attracted an attendance which was the largest on record ,
351 brethren being present from all part s of the province. The lodge was
held at the Corn Exchange, which was prettily adorned with banners, flags ,
and plants , and the arrangements made by the brethren of the Harmon y
and Franklin Lodges were in every way complete. The Right Hon. the
Earl of Yarborough , the Prov. G. Master , presided , and he was supported
by Bro. W. Harling Sissons, J.P., D.L., Dep. Prov. G. Master, and an
exceptionally large number of Present and Past Prov. G. Officers. The roll
of lodges and of Prov. G. Officers having been called ,

The PROV. G. MASTER gave an address, and the usual statements of
accounts were submitted by Bro. B. Vickers, Prov. G. Sec. Bro. H.
Watson , P.G. Reg., presented the return of the lodgts, and the Charity
Stewards submitted their reports.

A resolution passed at the last meeting of the Benevolent Committee
contributing 50 guineas for assistance on behalf of the lodges in South Africa
was confirmed.

Bro. F. J. Sowby was unanimously re-elected Pr ov. G. Treasurer.
The Prov. G. Master invested the Prov. G. Officers for the ensuing year

as follows :
Bro. C. T. Tunnard ... ... ... Prov. S.G.W.

„ T. C. Moss... ... ... ... Prov. J.G.W.
„ the Rev. A. W. G. Giffard ... ...

¦) „  n „
„ G. SchoIey ... ... ... j  Prov. G. Chaps.
„ F. J. Sowby... ... ... ... Prov. G. Treas.
„ H. Watson ... ... ... ... Prov. G. Reg.
„ B. Vickers ... ... ... ... Prov. G. Sec.
„ T. Kitwood... ... ... ... Prov. S.G.D.
„ A. R. Watson ... ... ... Prov. J.G.D.
„ G. J. Dashper ... ... ... Prov. G.S. of Wks
„ G. F. Burrell ... ... ... Prov. G.D.C.
„ J. Franks ... ... ... ... Prov. A.G.D. of C.
„ J. T. Symes... ... ... ... Prov. G.S.B.
„ G. B. Walker ... ... ... v D „ Ct , D
„ J. Haslam ... j  Prov' G- Std' Brs-
„ J. W. Sharp ... ... ... Prov. Asst. G. Sec
„ G. Dawson ... ... ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ W. King ... ... ... ... Prov. G. Purst.
„ W. Porter ... ... ... .,. Prov. A.G. Purst.
„ W. W. Wright ... ... ...J
„ H. Tweed ... ... ... ... I
„ J. H. Lee ... ... ... ... I D n c-* J
„ W. Heaton }¦ Prov . G. Stwds.
„ J. E. S. Passmore ... ... ... 1
„ W.J . Shepherd ... ... ...J
„ W. Donner ... ... ... ... Prov. G. Tyler.

The PROV. G. M ASTER announced that next year the Prov. G. Lodge
would be held at Horncastle.

In the af ternoon a banquet was served in Shodfriars ' Hall , the Prov. G.
Master being supported by the Dep. Prov. G. Master , Bros. W. Garfit
(M.P. for Boston), G. Doughty (M.P. for Grimsby), W. Pooles (Mayor of
Boston), and others.

Mr. F. Storr 's band played selections of music, and songs were sung by
Bro. G. H. Gregory.

Zhc Craft Hbroab
British Lodge, No. 334.

PRESENTATION OF A LODGE BANNER.
Members of the mystic tie throughout South Africa will be pleased to learn that

the election of VV.M. for the ensuing Masonic year has resulted in the almost unani-
mous vote of the lodge in placing Bro. J. R. Finch in the chair of the mother lodge of
English Freemasonry in South Africa. Bro. Finch's record in Masonry has been one
commanding the esteem of his brethren , and he will enter upon the cares of office with
the free support of the largest and most influential lodge in South Africa. At the
regular meeting for election, held on Wednesday evening, May 16th, about 150 brethren
attended , no doubt to give expression to their appreciation of Bro. Everett's work during
the past year. The occasion was a memorable one in another respect, inasmuch as the
officers and Past Masters seized the opportunity to present to the lodge a richly-
embroidered banner.

Bro. G. li. O. Bennett , D.D.G.M., had the pleasure of presenting this handsome
gift on behalf of the donors, and did so, remarking that the officers and Past Masters
trusted that Bro. Everett would ever iegard it as a memento of their love and esteem.

The banner is certainly a beautiful work of art, and the finest of the kind ever seen
in South Africa . It was designed by a Past Master of the lodge, and measures 6 feet
C inches by 4 feet 2 inches, 'i he design has been happil y executed by the firm of Bros.
Kenning and Son, of London, and depicts Table Mountain as a background. The
whole of the work is silk and gold thread embroidery, very massive and handsome. The
ospreys attached to the banner are correct in detail and colour, and represent the R.A.
symbols and numerals. The centre of the banner is the British coat-of-arms in correct
heraldic colours and design.

Every member of the Craft will be pleased to learn that Bro. W. E. Goodman was
elected at the same meeting for the 25th year of office.

Cambrian Lodge, of Australia , No. 656 (E.C.)
The regular meeting of this old English lodge (the only one under the Grand Lodge

of England in New South Wales) was held on Wednesday, the 2nd ult. There was, as
usual, a good attendance of members and visitors from E.C, I.C., and S.C. lodges in
other parts of the Empire, represented by visitors to the colony in H.M. ships on the
station. Prominent on the dais were some well-known and esteemed members from the
United Grand Lodge of New South Wales, who rendered assistance to the W.M. in the
working of the lodge. What was particularl y noticed was the rendering (by request of
the W.M.) of the final charge by the Master of a Sydney lodge in a manner seldom
surpassed.

Punctually at eight p.m. the VV.M., Bro. Tait, took the chair, supported by the
I.P.M., Bro. Beiesford G. Campbell, and several other P.Ms. Two candidates were
balloted for , and having been accepted, were initiated into the mysteries of ancient
Freemasonry by the W.M. The work throughout was done in a manner that showed
a careful study of the ritual , and must have created in the minds of the candidates an
impression never to be effaced.

The business of the evening being concluded , the brethren adjourned to the banquet ,
a pleasant hour being spent.

Bro. Malcolm , of Il.M.S. Torch , a member of United Chatham Lodge of Benevo-
lence, No. 1S4 (E,C.), who has been a constant visitoi to this lodge was accorded ban
¦voyage , he being on the eve of departure to England by Il.M.S. Diana.

It is noticed with pleasure by the members of the lodge that many E.C. brethren
from No. 2404 (Lord Charles Beresford Lodge), ani other E.C. lodges visit the lodge,
where a very cordial welcome awaits any visitor, paiticularly those of II.M . 's Army
and N avy.



Science, Hi% anb tbe IDtama,
LEAF-MINERS.

While the glory of autumn colours gratifies our sense of the beautiful ,
another aspect of the leaves appeals to our interest and curiosity. The
great army of leaf-miners , which produce the effects alluded to , may be
looked upon as a connecting link between the numerous insects which feed
outside the leaves and those which require the plant to provide them with a
special food and shelter, like the gall flies. For while they do not , like these
latter , cause any abnormal growth on the plant , they yet feed and lod ge
within the leaf. The adult insect is a fly which pierces the skin—botan ically
the epidermis—of the leaf , and lays an egg beneath. When the grub is
hatched it does not , like that of the gall fl y, cause a special growth round
itself; it merely eats away the green substance of the leaf ly ing between the
epidermis and the veins. It thus forms a little dwelling for itsel f , sheltered
from the weather with a roof formed by the leaf skin. This eating away of
the leaf shows itself externally as brown , greenish white, or white patches ,
and markings of various shapes. As the grubs are hatched and at work
during the summer, the markings on the leaves begin to make themselves
conspicuous in the autumn , Looking round the garden , we note rather
large brown patches on many of the leaves of the lilac tree. These are not
merely touches of the general autumnal decay, as might be supposed at
first, but the result of the work of a species of leaf-miner. Lift up care-
fully the brown shrivelled skin and you see—ah , no, there is nothing there !
Try another. In this there is a small caterpillar, with its head towards the
outside of the eaten-out patch. It is busy eating—the one"object of its
life. The little tomtit knows all about these inhabitants of the lilac leaves,
and one of the interesting sights of autumn is to see him hunting for them.
There he is, clinging by his .feet to the very end of a leaf engaged in eager
search. If there is a caterpillar in that leaf its chancesof escape aresmall. Per-
haps Mr. Tomtit had been at that one we found empty, or, perhaps, the cater-
pillar had left the leaf itself , for at times they may be seen hanging by
their silken th reads from the leaves, evidently descending to the ground.
Hence it is to be supposed these leaf-miners do not , as some others do,
pass their chrysalis stage within the leaf. On the leaves of the raspberry
the work of the leaf-miners shows as light whitish green patches. Holding
them up to the light a light coloured caterpillar with a dark head is seen.
Its head is at the circumference of its eaten-out dwelling. On other leaves
the work of the leaf-miner shows itself in a more picturesque fashion.
Irregularly winding narrow tunnels , gradually increasing in breadth , show
themselves on the surface , something like the mapping of very meandering
rivers. These caterp illars have eaten out tunnels of which the increasing
widths correspond with their increasing appetites. Sometimes the course of
the tunnel turns round and crosses itself—in this unlike a river. Such
tunnels are abundant on the leaf of the snowberry, and may be seen also on
those of the primrose, columbine, arid other plants. By the road side they
occur frequently on the cow-paroni p and honeysuckle. The grub is found
at the end of the tunnel on lifting the epidermis, unless it happens to have
left the leaf. Certain leaf-miners emerge fro m the leaves as perfect insects,
leaving behind them their chrysalis robes as evidence. On this leaf of
alder, for example, the space between two of the parallel veins on the under
side of the leaf is occup ied by a brown patch , where the leaf substance has
been eaten out. At the end of the old caterpillar dwelling the empty chry-
salis case is standing at right angles to the leaf. The white patches which
mark the work of the insects on the oak leaves have each a dark body in
the centre. On examination they are seen to be empty chrysalis cases.
When we remember the various abnormal growths produced on the oak
by gall flies laying their eggs on it, the fact that the eggs and
young of the leaf-miners produce no such effect is not a little
strange, for on the very same leaf as the white patch of the
leaf-miner , with the black chrysalis robe in the centre, are several
little round galls. Some leaf-miners, in their tracings on the leaf , form a
transition between the tunnel and patch producers. A narrow tunnel winds
about for a short distance and then spreads out into a patch. They may be
compared to short rivers expanding into lakes ; and as a lake may have
several streams feeding it , so many of these patches have more than one
tunnel leading to them. Here are some good examples on the leaves
gathered fro m a young laburnum tree in the garden. The beginning of
each little river is mark ed by a brown spot. Sometimes the lake has ex-
panded so as to obliterate its river. The brown spots mark where the eggs
were laid , and where the caterpillars began to eat themselves dwelling
places in the leaf. When we see more than one tunnel leading to a patch
we infer there, has been more than one caterp illar at work forming i t ;  and
on removing the epidermis , we find two or more caterp illars sharing a
common dwelling. Sometimes so many caterpillars have been at work that
little of the leaf remains intact. This is the case one of our laburnum with
leaves. The tunnels are all obliterated , thoug h the brown spots where each
caterp illar commenced work arc still discernible. Such are the means by
which the leaf-miner obtains board and lodging in one. A strikingly con-
venient and economical arrangement. With man , the possession of a noble
appetite is not exactly conducive to the enlargement of his dwelling ; but
the more the leaf-miner eats, the more spacious becomes his abode. He
cannot " eat himself out of house and home," but rather cats out a house
for himself. His diet is, perhaps , monotonous , and he is perforce always
confined to the house ; yet these are but trifling drawbacks to a happy
state, where eating, instead of tending to poverty, only serves to enlarge his
borders. The number of leaf-miners is legion ; and it is a branch of
entomology much less comp letely worked out than are butterflies and beetles.
Hence, there is so much the more scope for winning the glories of original
discovery.

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE UNDER HENRY VII. AND VIII.
(Continued.)

A very princi pal innovation in the early Tudor sty le was the introduction
of gate houses, bay windows, and quadrangular areas , of which castles
constructed for defence could not admit. Of these component parts of the
palaces and mansions of this age some account may be allowed. As to
their materials , freestone or brick , they seem to have depended entirel y
upon the greater facility with which they might be acquired , and they were
not unfre quentl y mixed. Gerolamo da Trevigo and Holbein introduced
hoth terr a cotta , or moulded brickwork , for rich ornaments , and medallions ,

or bas-reliefs , fixed against the walls ; plaster work laid over the brick
walls, and sometimes painted , as at Nonsuch, and square bricks of two
colours , highly glazed , and placed in diagonal lines, as at Layer Marney.
The chimneys were clustered , and composed of columns twisted or wrought
in patterns, with heads or capitals, embossed with the cognizance of the
founder , as at Thornbury Castle and Woolverton Manor-house. Gateways
were considered as a great feature in all these edifices, and constructed with
most expensive ornaments. That at Whitehall , before mentioned as having
been designed by Holbein , was composed of square glazed bricks of
different colours, over which were appended four large circular medallions
of busts , now preserved at Hatfield Peverel , Herts. It contained several
apartments , but the most remarkable was the " little study, called the new
library," in which Holbein was accustomed to employ himself in his art,
and the courtiers to sit for their portraits. It was probably in this chamber
that the adventure between Holbein and the nobleman took place, which we
have previously related. The gateways at Hampton Court and Woolverton
afford such specimens. Of bay-windows, and the capricious variety in
their first formation , some observations occur. A bay-window, in common
acceptation , means simply a projecting window betweon two buttresses (a
space anciently termed a bay building), and frequently placed at the end of
the mansion. They were invented a century, at least , before the Tudor age.
In John of Gaunt 's Palace at Lincoln, built in 1390, there still remains a
most beautiful oriel window, the corbel which supports it having most
elaborate sculpture in distinct panels. These bay-windows were usually
composed of divisions , made at ri ght angles, and semi-circles placed alter-
nately, as may be seen in the buildings of Henry VIII.  at Windsor and at
Thornbury Castle. Those at the upper end of the great halls were brought
from the ceiling to the floor , and were of a more simple and regular form .
The use to which they were app lied appears from a MS. in the Herald's
College relating to a feast given by Henry VII. in the hall at Richmond
Palace—" Agaynst that his Grace had supped , the hall was dressed and
goodlie to be seen , and a rich cupboord sett thereup, in a bay window of 9or 10 stages and hauncesof hight , furnissed and fulfilled with plate of gold,
sylver, and regilte." As an interior decoration , carved wainscotings,
generally of oak in panels, were introduced into halls, and with greater
nicety, both of design and execution , into parlours and presence chambers.
there was an abundance of cyphers, cognizances, chimeras, and mottoes.
These ornaments prevailed in the sp lendid castles built in France about the
age of Francis I., and were called " Boisseries." The hall and other
chambers of the dilap idated mansion of the Lords De la Warre, at Haln-
acre, Sussex, still retain some singularly curious specimens. The area, or
court , was quadrangular , and besides the great staircase near the hall , there
were severa l hexangular towers containing others. These usually occurred
in each angle of the great court , and , exceeding the roof in height , gave a
very picturesque effect to the whole pile of building, and grouped with the
masses of the lofty and richly-ornamented chimneys.

ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA , COVENT GARDEN.
. Fraulein Ternina , who created so splendid an impression in the " Ring "

performances last season, has made her appearance this year as Elizabeth in
" Tannhauser." Her interpretation was full of womanly sympathy for the
erring kni ght and of maidenl y charm. Vocally, her rendering was brilliant ,
and the admirable discretion of her acting was in all respects delightful.
There was a new Tannhauser in Herr Carlen , an experienced artist , who
did everything with intelligence, if he made no great impression. Of Herr
Bertram , who was a fresh Wolfram , we may say he was equal to all
demands ; and the Hermann was Herr Bluss, who proved himself the
possessor of a fine bass voice. Miss Susan Strong repeated her success as
Venus , and Herr Motl was the conductor of a performance which , although
unequal , was on the whole a satisfying one. But for all-round excellence,
the production of Verdi's " Aida " was especially commendable. There
had been a notable improvement in the stage management of Wagner's
opera of which we have spoken. But in the production of Verdi's opera,
the staging was little short of a triump h. The great Pagan procession at
the gates of Thebes, was as imposing a piece of theatrical spectacle as one
could hope to see, and the beautiful atmospheric effect in the Shores of the
Nile scene, thanks to the magnificent lighting arrangements now obtain-
able at Covent Garden , gave a perfect suggestion of truth to the picture.
Miss Macintyre , who rerurns to Covent Garden after too long an absence,
was Aida. In the interval the Scottish prima donna had made wonderful
strides in her art. Her portrayal of the character of the Ethiop ian princess
was, in all respects, convincing. She was well supported by a new Radames,
M. Imbart de la Tour , who , at first was disappointing, but who later in the
more passionate moments of the story, proved himself a highly capable
artist , possessed of a fine , but curiously unequal voice. An even greater
impressio n was made by Miss Huyth Walker , as Amneris. She is an
Americ in with a high Continental reputation , in no way belied by her per-
formance. Signor Scolti secured quite a triumph as Amonaslo.

GENERAL NOTES.

Except in one important particular , the Handel Festival of 1900, will be
conducted on the same lines as its precursors, the first of which dates back
as far as 1784. The Crystal Palace directors have, however, changed the
days of the performances Irom Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, to
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, being confident that the alteration will
prove more convenient , both to performers and audiences. In these days
of late trains and greater speed , little difficulty will be found in enabling the
provincial section of the immense choir to return to the various cathedrals
in time for the services at which many of them are engaged ; but in old
times it was necessary to conclude the festival on Fridays to ensure
choristers from the country being in their places on Sunday. The pro-
gramme of the Selection Day, 21st June, will be of unusual interest as the
first part of the concert will be devoted to a performance of the second and
third partsofHandel ' sgreat sacred and military oratorio , "Judas Maccabeus,"
incelebration of British successes in South Africa. Some of the finest choruses
ever written by the famous master are contained in this work, notably
" Fallen is the foe," " We never will bow down ," and "See the conquering
Hero comes," all of which should stir English hearts to their depths at the
present time. This year 's Handel Festival will extend from Tuesday,
191I1 June , with " The Messiah ," and conclude on Saturday, 23rd June,
with " Israel in Egypt."



"pHE M A N C H E S T E R  HOT EL ,
*• ALDERSGATE STREET ,

LONDON , li.C.

This Hotel has been recentl y RE-DECORATED and
RE-FURNISHED THROUGHOUT.

ELECTRIC LIGHT I NSTALLE D .

THE BRISTO L, GLOUCESTER , & YORK ROO MS
will provide every accommodation

FOR LODGE MEETINGS , BANQUETS , &c.

Terms on application to the Manage )—
Bro. F. G. N EWELL , Domatic 177.

M A Y O ' S  C A S T L E  H O T E L ,
EAST MOLESEY , H AMPT O N COURT STATI ON.

BRO. J OHN MAYO M ASON I C TEMPLE .
Accommodation in the new wing for Banquets for any

number up to 120. Every convenience for Ladies ' Gather-
ings. Spacious landing to river , whence Steam Launches
can start. Five Lodges meet here , and reference may
be made to the respective Masters as to the catering, &c.

pUMAGALLI ' S RES TAURANT ,
* 12 & 13, WILTON ROAD ,

V ICTORIA STATI ON.

LUNCHEONS , DINNERS AND SUPPERS.

LARGE DINING SALOONS FOR PARTIES ,
ON THE FIR ST F LO OR.

W E D D I N G  BREAKFASTS & BANQU ETS
P R O V I D E D .

For particulars app ly to Bro. G. R ONCHI , Manager.
Bro. C. FU M AGALLI , Proprietor.

TOWER B R I D G E  HOTEL ,
TOOLEY-STREET , S.E.

P R OPRIET O R : C. J . BROWN.
Within five minutes L. B. andS. C. Railway, and S. E.

Railway (London Bridge) ; 10 minutes from Liverpool -
street and Broad-street Stations.
SPLENDID ACCO MMODAT I ON FO R M AS ONIC LODGES AND

, CHAPTER S. LA RU E BANQUETIN G HA LL.

All up to date , and latest improvements. Acknowledged
by the Press to be the finest Masonic Hall in London.

Telephone No. 222 Hop. Inspection invited.

ANDERTON 'S HOTEL & TAVERN
FLEET STREET , LON DON.

F. H. CLEMOW , Proprietor.

In connection with the Peacock Hot el, and Royal Hotel ,
Boston , Lincolnshire.

The central position of Anderton 's is unequalle d for
Masonic Banquets , Public Dinners , Wedding Breakfasts ,
Meetings of Creditors , Arbitrations , Sec.

The RESTAURANT on Eastern Side of Hotel Entrance
ii open to the pub lic from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for Breakfasts ,
l.mcheons , Teas, and Dinners.

The 23. Hct Luncheon , from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., in Coffee
K wm, unequalled.

Registered Address for Telegrams :—
CLEMOW , LONDON.

C A N N O N  S T R E E T  HOTEL ,
CANNON STREET , E.C.

RITTER & P UZ EY, P R OPRIETORS .

SPACIOUS AND COMMODIOUS ROOMS
FOR LARGE OK SMALL

M A S O N I C  L O D G E S ,
AND

BA N QUETS ,
M EETINGS , AUCTIONS , BALLS , CO NCERTS , ARBITRA -

TI ONS, CINDEPELLAS , ETC.
W. G. FENELEY , M ANAGER .

M ARK M ASONRY. - W O R K I N G
TOOLS, BALLOT BOX , WICKET , &c ,

WAN TED. —Address , T., 2, Crown Couit , Chcapside ,
London.

W A N T ED  C A N V A S S E R S  -
MUST BE FREEMASONS —to take Orders for

a sp lend d History ol Freemason ry now coming out; Good
men can earn rare good money . Appl y, between 12 and
4, to CO W A N , 30, New Bridge-st reet , Lud gate-circiis.

ALL SUFF ERING FROM GOUT ,
RHEUMATI SM , CRAMP , NERVOUS COM .

PLAIN TS, NEURA LGIA , and wishing to keep the FEET
SWEET and COOL, and prevent unp leasant odours from
th. m, should write for particulars of _ cures1 and testimonials ,
or post 2/0 f" r pair of WILLIAMS ' ELECTRIC
SOi KS -  Miperinr s/ <5 . b«st 10/G. Over 1000 testimonials.
W I I  L A M S' INVENTIO N Co., S, Breams Buildings ,
Chan e yla ic, London, E.C. Mention size of boots.

p REAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE , SPECIAL FAST
EXCURSIONS will leave PADD1NG TON STATION
as unde r:—

EVERY MONDAY (commencing June nth). —To
Swindon, BATH. BRISTOL , Cirencester , Chalford ,
Stroud , GLOUCESTER , CHELTENHAM , Frome. Shep-
ton Mallet , Wells , YEOVIL , Brid port , Dorchester. WEY-
MOUTH , Portland , &c , for a week , a fortnig ht , &:.

EVERY WEDNESDAY (commencin g lune 13th). —To
SHREWSBURY , Welsh pool , ABERYSTWYTH , Llan-
gollen , Corwen , Bala , Festiniog, DOLGELLEY , BAR-
MOUTH , Rhyl , LLANDUDNO , Bettwi-y-coed, Carnar-
von , Llanberis (for SNOVVDON), &c, for a week , a
fortni ght , &c.

EVERY THURSDAY —To Weston-Supe r-Mare , Bridg-
water , TAUNTO N , Minehead , Lynton , LYNMOU TH ,
Barnstap le, ILFRACOMBE , Tiverton , EXETER , Daw-
lish, Teignmouth , TORQUAY , Pai gnton , Dartmouth ,
Kingsbridge , PLYMOU TH , Devonport , Yealmpton ,
Tavistock , Launceston , Bodmin , Wadebridge. Fowev ,
Newquay, TRURO , FALMOUTH , St. Ives, PENZANCE ,
&c , for a week , a fortnig ht , &^.

EVERY THURSDAY MIDNIGH T (commencing J une
14th). —To CHESTER , BIRKENHEAD & LIVERPOOL ,
for a week , a fortnight , &•:.

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT. —To EXETER , Dawlish ,
Teignmouth , PLYMOU TH , Bodmin, Wadebrid ge. Fowev ,
Newquay, TRURO, FALMOUTH , St. Ives, PENZANCE ,
&c, for a week , a fortni ght , &:.

EVERY FRIDAY MIDNIGHT AND SATURDAY
MORNING. —To DOUGLAS (ISLE OF MAN), for a
week , a fortnight , &c.

CHEAP THIRD CLASS RETURN TICKETS are
issued DAILY by certain trains to WINDSO R (2/6),
BURNHAM BEECHES (3/-), MAIDENHEAD (3/-),
HENLEY (3/6), GORING (5/6), &c.

Tickets , pamphlets , and FARMHOUSE & COUNT RY
LODGING LISTS can be obtained at the Company 's
Stations and at the usual Receiving Offices.

J . L. WILKINSON , General Manager.

M I D L A N D  R A I L W A Y .

SUMMER EXCURSIONS.
From St Pancras and other Midland Railway Stations .

A FO RTNIGHT IN IRELAND.
On FRIDAY , J une 23, to DUBLIN , Cork , Killarney,

Galway, and the SOU TH and WEST of IRELAND , via
Liverpool and via Morecambe. Also on same date to
BELFAST , LONDONDERRY , and the NORTH of
IRELAND , via Stranraer and Lame , via Barrow and via
Liverpool. See Bills for routes , times , fares , &c.

*To SCOTLAND, for 4, 10, or 16 days.
On FRIDAY , J une 22 , to Carlisle , App leby, Dumfries ,

EDINBURGH , GLASGOW , Greenock , Helensburgh ,
Row , Peebles , Ayr , Kilmarnock , &c , for 4 or 10 days ,
from St. Pancras at 10.5 p.m., and to Stirling, Penh ,
Dundee , Arbroath , Forfar , Montrose , Aberdeen , Inverness ,
&c, at 0.15 p.m. THIRD CLASS RE TURN TICK iiTS
at about a SINGLE ORDINARY FARE for the DOUBLE
J OURNEY are also issued (except to Appleby and
Peebles), available for RETURN ANY DAY WITHIN
16 days.

*To P ROVINCIAL TOWNS and SEASIDE.
SATURDAY , June 23.

To LEICESTER , BIRMINGHAM , NOT! INGHAM ,
DERBY , Newark , Lincoln , Burton , Staffordtliire Potteries ,
Sc., MATLOCK , BUX TO N, MANCHESTER , LIVER-
POOL , Bolton , Preston , Wigan , BLACKPOOL , BLACK-
BURN , Bury, ROCHDALE , Oldham , Barnsley, Wake-
field , LEEDS , BRADFORD , YORK , HULL , SCAR-
BOROUGH , Whitby , NEWCASTLE - ON - TYNE ,
Lancaster , MORECAMBE , BARROW & the FURNESS
and LAKE DISTRICTS , Carlisle , &¦:., returning
MONDAY or THURSDAY , J une 25 or 28. See Bills for
times , &c.

* JJvokiu tj * frum Woohvivh and 0ircutrirh h.'/ these trains.
WEEKLY EXCURSIONS.

ISLE OF MAN.
EVERY FRIDAY at MIDNIGHT , via Liverpool , and

EVERY SATURDAY , until further notice , from St.
Pancras at 5.15 a.m., via Barrow , also via Liverpool at
y.o a.m., on J une 16, 23, and 30, for 3, 3, 10, 15, or 17
days , to DOUGLAS , Isle of Man.
LAKE DISTRICT , BUXTON , MATLOCK , SOUTH-

PORT , BLACKPOOL , LIVERPOOL ,
SCAKUOKO', &c.

For 3, S, 10, 15, or 17 days.
EVERY SATURDAY , until further notice , lo ENGLISH

LAKE DISTRICT , from St. Pancras , at g o. a.m., to
Bowness and Ambleside , and at 10.30 a.m. to other
stations; at 12 10 noon to MATLOCK and BUXTON ;
at 10.5 a,m. to BLACKPOOL , Lytham , S' . Anne 's, Fleet-
wood , LIVERPOOL , and SOU IMPORT ; at <j.o a.m.
to SCARBORO ' , Bridlington , Filey, Robin Hood' s Bay ,
Whitb y, Saltburn , Redcar , Tynemou:h , Whitley Bay, and
Cullercoats.

TICKETS and BILLS may be had at the MIDLAND
Stations and City Booking Offices ; and from THOS.
COOK and SON , Lui 'gate-circus and Branch Offices.

GEO. II .  TURNER , Gmeral Manager.

n E F E C T I V E  E Y E S I G H T .

Persons suffering from Dcf dive Vision , should consult
Messrs. MOONEY & KLOEPFFER ,

Op hthalmic Opticians and Spectacle Specialists ,
12 , CUI .L U M  ST., F K N C I I U U C H  ST., E.C.

Til l- :  KYI '.S TliSTKI ) r' KKH.
SPEC TACLES and EYEGLASSES 0/ the f inest quali ty .

-5 pei oeiit. below any other Optician in the City .

pREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY .

CHEAP HOLIDAY EXCURSIONS.

E ACH W EDNESDAY , commencing J une 20th , for S days,
to SH E R I N G H A M ,CROMER (Beach), M UNDESLEY -ON -SEA ,
YA R M O U T H  (Beach), SKEGNESS , SUTTON -ON -SEA, and
M A B L E T H O R P E , fro m King 's Cross (G.N.)

EACH SATURDAY , for 3, S, 10, 15 or 17 days, to LIVER ,
POOL , SO U T H P O R T , DOUGLAS (Isle of Man) , SKEGNESS ,
SU T I O N -ON -SKA , M ABLETHORPE , G RIMSBY , N EW CLEE ,
C L E I U H O K I 'ES , BRIDLINGTON , F ILHY , SCARBORO ',
W HITBY , R O B I N -H OOD 'S-BAY , SA L T B U R N , R EDCAR ,
TY N E M O U T H , W HITLEY , and CULLERCOATS , from Moor-
gate , King 's Cross (G.N.), &c.

FR I D A Y , J une 22nd , and each alter nate Friday, for 4,
10 or 16 days , to NORTHALLER TON , DA R L I N G T O N ,
R I C H M O N D , D U K H A M , N EW CASTLE , BERWICK , EDIN -
BURGH , GLASGOW , P ERTH , DU N D E E , OBAN , FOR T
W I L L I A M , A B E R D E E N , I NVERNESS , and other Stations in
Scotland , fro m Woolwich (Arsenal and D.ickyard), Green -
wich (S.E. & C), Victoria (S. E. & C), Ludgate Hil l ,
Moorgate , Aldeisgate , Farringdon , King 's Cross (G.N.),'

SA T U R D A Y , 'J une 23rd , for 3 or 6 days, to the Princi pal
Stations in D E R B Y S H I R E , LI N C O L N S H I R E , NOTTINGHA M -
S H I R E , ST A F F O R D S H I R E , LA N C A S H I R E , YO R K S H I R E , and
N ORT H EASTERN DISTRICT , from Woolwich (Arsenai and
Dockyard), Greenwich (S.E . & C), Victoria (S E & C),
Ludgate Hill , Moorgate , Aldersga te, Farringdo.i , King 's
Cross (G.N.), &c.

M ONDAY, J une 25th , for 1, 3 or 6 days, to SHERI NG-
HAM , CROMER (Beach), and YARMOUTH (Beach), from
King 's Cross (G.N.) at 6.20 a.m., Fiisbur y Park e.25
a.m. ; also for 4 days to N ORTHALL ERTON , R I C H M O N D ,
DARLINGTON , DU R H A M , and N EWCAST LE ON -TYNE
( Races), from Moorgate at 6.51 a.m., Aldersgate 6 53,Farringdon 6.5s, King 's Cross (G.N.) 7.2:1, Finsbury
Park 7.25.

Tickets , bills, &c, at Stations and Town Offices.
CHARLES STEEL , General Mana ger.

P ROVINCIAL GRAN D LOD GE
OF MIDDLESEX .

THE R IGHT HO N O U R A B L E

LORD GEORGE FRANCIS HAMIL TO N, M. P.
Her Majesty 's Secretary of State for India ,

Past Grand Warden of Eng land ,
R.W. P R OVI N CIAL GRAND M ASTE R .

The ANNUAL MEETING of the Provincial Gr and
Lod ge will be held at the PA R I S H  R OOMS , TKDDiNaroN ,
on SATURDAY , the 30th day of J U N E , when the R.W.
Provincial Grand Master will be in th e Chair.

The Provincial Grand Lodge will be opened punctually
at 3 30 o'clock p.m.

By command.
HENRY F. BING ,

Prov. Gr and Secretar y .
N.B. — DI N N E R will be provided for those only who have

taken tickets (price 6s., exclusive of wine), for which
app lication must be made to the Prov. G. Secretary, W. Bro.
H ENRY F. BING , 2S, Southampton-str eet , Str and , W.C.

H ERNE T3AY
XJ FOR PR OFIT & PLEASURE.

THE NEW CENTURY LAND Co.
Sell the Cheapest Land in the Town. Freehold

Land at Heme Bay will pay you if secured at Low Prices.

THE NEW WEST END ESTATE
is being sold Ridiculousl y Cheap.

Exceptional Advantages offered to Early  Purchas ers.

1 2 0  V A L U A B L E  S E C U R I T I E S
at the rising Seaside Town of Heme Bay.

THE NEW CENTURY LAND COMPANY.

Special Train at Cannon Street, 10.45. Railway Tickets
4/- each. Luncheon Free. No Genuine Inten ding Purchase
Refused. Easy Terms of Purchase. Immedia te Possession.
Apply  for further particulars and Plans free, or Tickets-*

A. J . RIPPIN , N.C. L.C, 33, CHEA I-SI D E, E.C.
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f W. M A R T I N D A L E ,
**• WRITER ON OFFICE DOORS

AND GENERAL SIGN WRITE R ,
BRASS NAME PLATE MAKER , ENGRAVER , &c.

Stencil l'lalcs ami Trade Mnik * Designed anil Cu t to Order.
Copper and Opa l l.cltcrs Made and I'ix ed.

i, CULLUM ST., FENCHURCH ST., CI TY , E.C.

IWTACDOUGAL AND COMPANY
SCOTCH TAILORS,

29, PATERNOSTER ROW , LONDON , E.C.

DRESS SUITS, A S P E C I A L T Y

M A S O N I C  CLOTHING of every descrip tion.

TOURISTS' SUITS MADE TO ORDER.

COLONIAL AND SEA OUTFITTING , &c

UNIFORMS , BOTH MILITAR Y AND NA VY.



flDasontc notee.
We are glad to find that the very reasonable pro-

posal of Bro. ]. W. Burgess to the effect that the
Quarterl y Communicati ons of Grand Lod ge should be
held at six instead of seven , has received the cordial
support of the Grand Reg istrar , and was carried
unan imousl y. Except On very special occasions , when
questions of more than usual interest are down for dis-
cussion , there is no reason wh y under the new rules the
busin ess should not be concluded by about 7 or 7.30
p.m., or at about the hour heretofore fixed for it to
comm ence; and if the further proposal submitted by
Bro . G. W. Speth as a rider , but not tacked on to the
ori ginal motion for obvious reasons , were submitted

at some futu re meeting, there would be a fur ther cur-
tailment of the time occup ied. Bro. Speth ' s propos al ,
it will be remembered , was that the minute s of the
previous communication should be printed and circu-
lated amon g those attending Grand Lod ge, thereb y
doing away with the necessity for their being rea d by
the Grand Secretary.

• » »

In our remarks on the pro ceedings in Mark Gra nd
Lod ge on Tuesday, the 5th instant , we omitte d to note
that a letter from Sir Francis Knoll ys, the Prin ce
of Wales 's Secretary, expressing his Royal Hi ghness 's
thanks for the address of congratulation voted at the
special communication on the 27th A pril , on the
Prince 's escape from assassination was read and
received with the most enthusiastic acclamations of
those present.

« » *
We further note that Bro. the Hon. Alan de Tatton

Egerto n , M.P., Prov. Grand Mark Master of Cheshire ,
has been appointed in succession to Bro. Viscount
Dungarvan , the Dep. Grand Master of Mar k Grand
Lod ge. Both the late and the present Deputies are
Mark Masons of exceptional distinction , Lord Dun-
garvan having been Prov. Grand Mark Master of
Kent for .the last four years as well as Deputy Grand
Master , while Bro. the Hon. A. de Tatton Egerton is
a Past Grand Warden of the Degree , and his patent
as Prov. Grand Mark Master bears date the 27th
January, 1897. » • *

Bro. W. H. Spaull , P.A.G.D.C , Prov. G. Secretary
of Shropshire , deserves credit for calling attention to
the exceptionall y large number of unused votes at the
recent Benevolent Elections. For the Male Fund
close upon 23,000 out of the 142,000 votes issued
were unpolled , while in the case of the Widows Fund
the difference was still more marked , the new votes
issued being not far short of 133,000, of which about
31,500 were unpolled. In other words , taking the two
Funds together , about S4,Soo were unpolled out of
some 275,000 . The total polled for the Unsuccessful
Men and Widows , including those brou ght forward in
many cases from previous elections , did not greatl y
exceed 40,500. The fact , as he very point edly re-
marks , " does not say much for the exertions of those
interested in the Unsuccessful candidates. "

The Order of the Secret Monitor appea rs to be
prospering under the able rule of the Earl of Warwick.
His lordshi p remarked that the Order , which is on
terms of amity with all other Masonic Bodies , would
be all the better for an increase in numbers , but , even
in its present circumstances , it must be doing well. We
jud ge so at least from the announcement that it is in
contemp lation to start a Benevolent Fund in connec-
tion with the Order , in behalf of which a Festival will
be held some time during the autumn.

• * *
The Committee of Management of the Royal

Masonic Benevolent Institution held their regular
monthl y meeting at Freemasons ' Hall on Wednesday,
the 13th instant. There was a fai r attendance of
members , under the presidency of Bro. J ohn T. 0.
Winkheld , D.L., P.A.G.D.C , and the business on the
Agenda Paper was transacted. Four Petitions (two
Male and two Female) were considered , with the result
that one of the men's was deferred for further informa -
tion and the other three accepted. The Committee
also had under their consideration the case of the
two Widows who at the recent election tied for third
place among the unsuccessful candidates and shared
between them the ,£5 given by the Emulation Lodge
of Improvement ; and we are glad to find that the
suggestion wc threw out has been acted upon , the
Committee voting a second £5, so that each of the
ladies should have the full benefit of the Emulation
gift. » * »

It is to be regretted that Romish newspap ers—b y
which we mean those newspapers which devote them-
selves to the promotion of Roman Catholicism—can-
not leave Freemasonry alone , but insist on attackin g
it and its princi ples on every possible occasion , both in
season and out of season. It is proverbially hard to
kick against the pricks , and these organs of the Romish
do their cause more' harm than good by the war they
think it necessary to be always waging against our
Society. It was only a short while since that our
attention was called to one of these attacks , but on
looking throug h the arti cle, which was sent us for our
perusal , we found it was merely a repetition of what
we had read before , times out of number . Since then
some one has kindl y favoured us with an article on
" The Order of Masons ," which professes to give in

more elaborate form than usual an " Historical Sketch
of its Development " with " Its Aims and Ends ; " but
there is nothing new in it , and very very little that is
true. • • •

The fact is people nowadays are too well informed
to stand this kind of thing. There is nothin g to be
gained by affirming that Freemasons are opposed to
Relig ion and constituted Authority, when almost
everyone knows that a large proportion of those who
are most deep ly interested in the developmen t of
Religions and the maintenance of the State are
Freemasons. There are many of our statesmen ,
Church dignitaries , jud ges, men of literature , men of
science, and others who are known to all who care to
trouble themselves about these matters , as Drominent
members of " The Order of Masons ," and these only
laug h at the nonsense which appears in the venomous
attacks on Masonry which are published in thes e ultra-
Romish papers.

» * *
We have received copy of the proceedings of the

District Grand Lodge of Madras at a regular Com-
munication held at the Masonic Hall on the 28th
February last , under the presidenc y of Bro. Col. Sir
George Moore , Dist. G.M. Ic appears from this record
that the District , thoug h it has made no progress
numericall y, has at all events held its own , while the
Dist. G. Treasurer 's statement shows that financiall y
its position is sound , there being a balance on the
General Fund of about 4400 rupees , and on the Dist.
G. Charity Fund of 516 rupees , the latter havin g an
invested sum of 20,600 rupees as compared with
20,400 rupees in the previous year. All the Returns
and Dues to the close of 1899 had been received. On
the recommendation of the District Board of General
Purposes a sum of 1000 ru pees was voted to the South
African Relief Fund , and the sum has since been
announced in our weekly Return of Contributi ons.

The District Grand Master delivered a brief address
in the course of which he congratulated the meeting
on the satisfactory position of the Craft in the Dis-
trict. Appended to this address is a report of the
Dep. District Grand Master as to the visits , he had
paid to the lodges during the year , and from this it is
evident that the lodges generall y are doing their work
well. The aggregate membershi p of the 24 lodges
returned as workin g is 791, as against 789 in 1898, or
about 33 members per lodge, which , considering the
special difficulties which attend our lodges in India , is
a very good average.

* * *
The Australasian Keystone for the month of March

contains full reports ot the Q uarterl y Communication
of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria on the 14th of
the month , and of that of the United Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons on the 2nd M arch. At the
former Bro. A. J . Peacock , formerly Pro G. Master ,
was declared du ly elected M.W.G.M., he being the
only brother who had been nominated for the office.
From the G. Secretary 's Report it appears there are
7740 subscribing members of lodges in this juris-
diction , of whom 3284 belong to metro politan , and
4456 to country lodges. The Grand Secretary 's
Statement showed that there were balances on the
General Benevolent Funds amounting . together to
£6984, that on the former bein g £363, and that on the
latter £6621. In the case of the United M ark Grand
Lod ge, Bro. E. Coulson , who has lost his son in South
Africa , and was, therefore , unable to be present , was
re-elected M.W. G. Master , and a vote of cond olence
was passed to him , the brethre n standing to order
while the G. Organist played the Dead Mar ch.

* # #
The same number of the Australasia n Keystone

contains a short " communicated " article on the
" Introduction of Freemas onry into V ictor ia ,"
showing what steps were taken , and by whom and
when , to establish the first English lodge in Melbourne.
This was the Australia Felix Lodge, formerl y No.
474 on the reg ister of our Grand Lodge, but now No. 1
on that of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria. The
dispensation to form this lodge was obtained from the
Provincial Grand Lodge—subse quentl y District Grand
Lod ge—of Sydney, and under it the lodge was consti-
tuted on the 25th March , 1840, the Eng lish Grand
Lod ge warrant being dated a year later . During the
first year of its existence it met 28 times , mostl y on
emergency, initiated 50 candidates , and was further
strengthened by the addition to its roll of 30 joining
members , so that with the founders , who were about 20
in number , the lodge mustered about 100 in 12 months.
Our onl y regret in respect of this article— which is
signed " P.G.C" —is that it is so short , and that ther
is nothing to show that it will be continued

ESTABLISHED 1S69.

MUTUAL LIF E
ASSOCIA TION OF

AUSTRAL ASIA
5, L O T H B U R Y  B A N K ,

LONDO N , E.C.

E N D O W M E N T  A S S U R A N C E  RATES
(With participat ion in Profi ts)

Are £5 per £1000 lower than those charged by
the maj ority of offices.

LIBE RAL TER MS TO A GENTS.

G O L D S M I D ,
WIN E & SPIRIT MER CHANT ,

76, FINSBU RY PAVEMEN T ,
LONDO N , E.C.

PRICE LIST FR EE ON APPLI CATION.

r£g° SPECIAL OFFER. — Every tenth orde r from
readers of the Free mason , a Box of Havana Cigars
will be sent FREE.

CPIERS AND pOND'S

QTO RES

(NO TICK ETS REQUIRED).

QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C.

Opposite Blackfria rs Station (Dist. Ry.) and
St. Paul' s Station (L.C. and D. Ry.)

PRICE BOOK (1000 pages , illustrated),

ree on application.

FREE DE L I V E R Y

in Suburbs by our own Vans.

LIBERAL TERMS FOR COUNTRY ORDERS.

For full details see Price Book.

SATURDAY , J UNE 16, IQOO .



Correspondence
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by our correspondentsbut we wish, in a spirit o£ lair play to all, to permit—within certain necessary limits-

free discussion.

ST. LAWRENCE JEWRY ORGAN RESTORATION.
To the Editor of the " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother, .
Among the several legacies which I have received at St. Lawrence

Jewry is a grand orga n , originally built in 1678 by Renatus Harris, in a matchless
case carved by Grinling Gibbons. Alas, the organ is in a dilap idated condition ,
and I find myself obliged, and at once, to undertake its restoration. The cost of
such restoration will amount to something like £700. Towards this sum the
Corporation has very generousl y subscribed 75 guineas, and other contributions
bring the amount in hand to nearly £300. Will some of your readers kindl y
assist by sending a donation ? I can assure them that the need is most urgent.—
I am, yours fraternally,

J. STEPHEN BARRAS, Rector.
St. Lawrence Jewry, Gresham-street.

CRAFT AND ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.
To the Editor of the " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother,
I enclose a list of Provinces, with the number of lodges and brethren

and chapters and companions in each. It is up to about June, 1899, and is, or
was, about correct, as I got the figures from the Secretary or S.E. of each pro-
vince—sometimes by return of post, sometimes after many applications.

If each province printed its list of contributions of lodges and members, as
we have done for many years, it would be an easy matter to get these returns.

It should be an easy matter to ascertain the total number of Masons in
England , I should think , though it would not be easy to get the number of Royal
Arch Masons, as I fear many provinces do not keep an official register, and I know
Grand Chapter does not.

I may say that this province has done so both in Craft and Arch since the
formation of each.—Yours faithfull y and fraternally,

H. GREEN ,
Prov. G. Sec. West Yorkshire.

2, Park.place, Leeds,
June 7th.

ROLL OF PROVINCES , N O. OK LODGES, CHAPTERS , AND CR A I T  AND A UCII
M ASONS IN EACH (JUNE, 1899).

PROVINCE IN O; "f No- of No> ot No- ,,f
• Lodges. Members. Chapters. Companion!- ,

Bedford 7 2S5 2 54
Berks «7 757 5 150
Bristol 9 55° 3 220
Bucks '9 7°° 9 219
Cambridge 7 45° 4 250
Cheshire 52 2634 21 659
Cornwall 3o 2106 14 400
Cumberland and Westmorland... 21 uoo 10 280
Derby 27 1200 8 242
Devon 59 3887 3° 969
Dorset '5 850 7 216
Durham 37 3610 13 547
Essex 44 2297 13 355
Gloucester '7 72° 4 180
Hants and Isle 6f Wight ... 48 4000 26 975
Hereford 5 255 1 57
Herts 23 900 8 160
Kent 65 4266 28 1000
Lancashire, E "3 4800 41 i IOo
Lancashire, W > 22 8125 46 1446
Leicester and Rutland '4 75° 5 222
Lincoln 24 1281 8 293
Middlesex 42 1554 '3 299
Monmouth u 800 6 274
Norfolk '8 852 7 168
Norths and Hunts i°~ 810 3 nS
Northumberland 32 2783 11 440
Notts '8 S83 8 266
North Wales -° 1050 5 ,05
Oxford !2 1018 4 271
Shropshire I2 384 2 42
Somerset 26 1250 11 371
South Wales, E 23 1893 8 427
South Wales, W. ... ... "° 680 5 ,57
Stafford 33 I765 " 365
Suffolk 22 1035 10 210
Surrey 4- 170° «7 326
Sussex 33 1600 9 290
Warwick 32 1750 | 11 350
Wilts '2 598 ! 6 n8
Worcester '5 55° 7 234
Yorks, N. and E. 34 2358 16 756
Yorks, W 8i 4'42 45 15S9
Channel Islands , Guernsey \ A „ cn . „,-

and Aldcrney ... j  3S° 3 9°

" »
M. Paderewski's much talked of opera has at last been christened , the

ceremony having taken place in thegreat pianist 's railway car on the journey
to Sacramento. M. Paderewski has named his work " Mauru ," which is
the name of the hero. The opera is of a trag ic character , and deals chiefl y
with the love troubles of a gipsy and a slav , whose tribes are at feud. It
will probably be produced in Germany next winter. Some of the music
will be heard before then , as the composer has given permission for an
orchestral version of one of the scenes in the second get to be played at the
Chicago Symphony Concerts.

PRESENTATIONS TO THE ALDERNEY LODGE.

On Tuesday evening, the 22nd ult,, the members of St. Anne s Lodge,
Aldcrney, No. 593, met for a special emergency meeting, to receive at the hands
of Bro. N. Barbenson , P.M., P.G.J.W., a very handsome Master's chair in
memory of his late father, who was one of the foun ders of the lodge, and
a P.M.

The lodge was opened by the W.M., Bro. E. W. L IVESEY , P.G.I.W., who
informed the brethren of the reason of the meeting, viz., the presentation of the
chair, and then expatiated at some length on the signification of the different
jewels, furniture , &c, used in the lodge, and wound up his exceedingly interesting
peroration by calling on the brethren to exercise that most excellent gift of
charity, the keystone of a Mason 's faith , which he demonstrated by Holy Writ ,
was not a matter of almsgiving, but could only be expressed by the word love.
Charity in thought and in word was of more consequence than charity in deed.
A very large number of brethren were present , and listened to his remarks with
that silence and attention which marks a proper appreciation of the subject in
hand. He then asked Bro . Barbenson , P.M., to step up to the east, and asked
him to be good enough to present and unveil the chair.

Bro. BARBENSON , who was visibl y affected throug hout the whole ceremony,
then addressed the lodge, telling the brethren what pleasure it gave him to
address them on that occasion, assuring them that he required no thanks for the
gift ; it was done to perpetuate the memory of his dear old father, who was a
Mason in very truth. A founder of St. Anne's Lodge and a P.M., it did not
become him to dilate on his virtues ; everybody present knew him , and he onl y
expressed the wish that every Master who sat in that chair would not be a less
worthy Mason than was his late father. Uttering these words, he took hold of
the covering which hid the chair from sight , and unveiled it, afterwards saying,
" Worthy Master, Officers, and brethren , 1 present this chair to this lodge of
Masons, No. 593, in memory of my father , the late Bro. T. N. Barbenson , P.M.,
and by that you will receive it at my hands."

The W.M. acknowledged the gift on behalf of the lodge in suitable terms,
and then begged that Bro. Barbenson , P.M., would take the chair for the time
being, at the same time placing in his hands the gavel presented by Bro. R. G.
May some time ago, and on which a suitable inscri ption had been engraved in
silver , setting forth the fact that the gavel was used by our M.W.G.M., H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales, when laying the foundation stone of the Madras break-
water, and also by the late Bro. T. N. Barbenson , P.M., at the laying of the
foundation stone of the Jubilee Hosp ital.

1 he lodge was then opened in the Second and Third , and the whole of the
brethre n to a joy ful march played on the organ by Bro. N. Gaudion , P.M., P.G.R.,
and under the able direction of Bro. R. G. May, P.G.S., D.C, saluted the chair
as M.M.'s, then as F.C.'s, and in the first as E.A.'s.

Bro. N. Barbenson , P.M., then delivered up the gavel to the W.M. in the
same Degree as he had received it at first. Before leaving the chair, however ,
Bro. Barbenson read the first minutes inscribed when the lodge was consecrated
under the number 863, and by the then Prov. Grand Lodge of Guernsey.

Bro. N. GAUDION , P.M., was next called upon to address the brethren. He
congratulated the lodge on the happy occasion for which they had met. He
believed that evening was one that would be remembered in after times as an
epoch in the history of Aldcrney Freemasonry. The gift to the lodge might be
considered in many senses—one was the earnest desire on the part of Bro. N.
Barbenson to see his lodge prosperous, and his great love for it. Then it was
done to perpetuate the memory of a good and upri ght Mason, one who, when
alive, had ever laboured for its welfare, besides being a Past Master and one of
its actual founders ; and, lastly, it was a mark of filial respect and devotion to a
parent , and as long as No. 593 lasted, would this devotional act of Bro. Barbenson
be told of him. Words failed to mark their appreciation of this most handsome
gift , and he urged the brethren to show it in a more tangible form, and that by
endowing the chair in perpetuity, for either of the great Masonic Institutions, by
exercising that great and blessed gift of Charity. No. 593 was a united lodge, all
present knew it, and he urged upon them to still further adorn it by the practising
of every moral and social virtue, and more particularl y by a steady up holding of
the five points , upon each of which he enlarged at length , concluding by pro-
posing a hearty vote of thanks to the donor, and, further, that a full and true
account of that evening's business be inscribed on the lodge minutes.

This was carried with the greatest acclamation.
The chair is a magnificent piece of work in carved oak, executed by the

well-known firm of Bros. George Kenning and Son, London , the mention of
whose name is sufficient proof of its excellence.

On a silver plate is engraved this inscription : "Presented by W. Bro. P.M.
N. Barbenson to St. Anne's, 593, in memory of his father, the late W. Bro. P.M.
T. N. Barbenson , one of its founders."

Before closing, the W.M. presented to the lodge, on behalf of Mrs. Cottle,
widow of the late Bro. F. Cottle, P.M., another of the founders , six volumes
exquisitel y bound , entitled "The History of Freemasonry," by Bro. R. F. Gould ,
which was accepted , and two of the brethren were deputed to personally thank
Mrs. Cottle far her generous gift.

The lodge was then closed down by the W.M., and the closing hymn sung,
after which the W.M. invited Bro. Barbenson , P.M., on behalf of the members ,
to partake with them of supper, and the whole company afterwards sat down to a
most sumptuous repast, which had been provided by the Steward, under the
direction of a Committee.

" The Queen ," " H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, M.W.G.M.," and other loya l
and Masonic toasts were duly drunk and honoured , the whole finishing with the
Tyler 's toast , after which the company sang the N ational Anthem, bringing to a
close the most perfect and harmonious meeting ever held in connection with St.
Anne's Lodge, No. 593.

Craft flfeasonr^
Clapton Lodge, No. 1365.

The election meeting of this well-known City lodge was held at the Great Eastern
Hotel, Liverpool-street, E.G., on the 17th ult. Bro. T. T. Gething, W.M., presided ,
supported by Bros. F. Orfeur , S.W. ; F. J. Thayre, J.W. ; W. Blackburn , P.M.,
Treas.; W. D. Church , P.M., Sec; G. Schilling, S.D. ; E. S. White, Org. ;
W. R. O. Cathrow, Stwd.; W. Finch , P.M. ; A. Tucker, P.M.; C. E. Luker , P.M.;
F. C. Lintott , P.M.; E. F. Bowler , J. E. Zoers, H. H. Bowen, F. Thurston , G.
Taylor, E. Sienesi, E. C. Horley, H. E. Prior, W. D. Seaton, C. J. Storey, D. G.
Zoers, J. II. Shipman , F. Moore, and Chas. Sienesi. Visitors : Bros. H. McLachlan ,
J.W. 1607 ; C. T. Papworth , 2472 ; and R. T. West, 1744.

The lodge heving been opened , the minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed. Bro. F. Orfeur, S.W., was unanimously elected W.M. ; Bro. W. Black-
burn , P.M., re-elected Treasurer; and Bro. H. Martin P.M., again appointed Tyler.
The Audit Committee having been appointed , a Past Master 's jewel was voted to the



W.M., Bro. T. T. Gething, for his excellent services m the chair. It was unanimously
resolved to have a summer outing to entertain the ladies , and a committee was formed ,
with Bro. H. H. Bowen as hon. secretary , to make the necessary arrangements. The
Secretary, Bro. W. D. Church , P.M., referred to the great loss sustained by the lodge
throu gh the recent death of their much esteemed Past Master , Bro. D. Campbell. He
presided at the supper of the lodge of instruction connected - with the lodge on the
evening previous to his death. He was a very old friend of his (Bro . Church' s), and he
was a grand Mason. He took upon himself , in the name of the lodge, to send a letter
of sympathy to the widow , and a wreath to the funeral. The W.M., Bro. Gething,
and Bro. W. Finch , P.M., also referred to the sad death of Bro. D. Campbell , P.M.,
and it was resolved to endorse and confirm the action of the Secretary, and that a
minute be entered on the records of the lodge.

The lodge was then closed.
A substantial banque t followed , which was well-served under the personal super-

intendence of Bro. H. H. Ward.
The W.M., Bro. Gething, gave the usual loyal and Masonb toasts , which were

duly honoured.
Bro. W. D. Church , P.M., proposed "The Health of the W.M., Bro . Gething, "

observing that that was his last night of office, and he had given them every satisfaction.
I le had done the working of the ritual in an excellent manner which they all appreciat ed,
and they looked forward with much pleasure to see him instal his succ essor , as they felt
sure he would not be found wanting in any way, but would fully maintain the great
tradition of the lodge for its good working, and might it ever be so.

The W.M., Bro. Gething, on rising to respond , had a great reception. He said his
best thanks were due to Bro. W. D. Church , P.M., for his kind words in proposing the
toast and the members for the hearty manner they had received him. M ight he add
that during his year of office he had carried out his work with a clear conscience and he
hoper his small efforts had given satisfaction , but they would have been of no avail
without the great support he had had from them all , and which he should never forget.
His list, as Steward for the forthcoming festival of the Boys, amounted to £120, but he
hoped that it would be greatly augmented before then , and he thanked them for their
assistance.

The W.M. stated that since the supper of the Clapton Lodge of Instru ction , when
a presentation was made to the Secretary, Bro. W. D. Church , P.M ^ more money had
been received towards his well-earned testimonial , that they had been able to purchase a
silver water jug, which would go well with the silver tea and coffee service they had
already presented to him, and which he asked him to accept , and it would be further
evidence , if any were needed , of their appreciation of Bro . Church' s eminent services to
the lodge and the lodge of instruction.

Bro. W. D. Church , P.M., tendered his sincere thanks , and said that the silver
water jug was another agreeable surprise to him, as it would be to his wife, and he took
that opportunity of stating that she fully appreciated the silver tea and coffee service.
Might he say again that so long as he was honoured to be appointed Secretary of the
lodge and the lodge of instruction , he trusted to be able to carry out his duti es with
satisfaction to himself and the brethren , as he hoped he had done in the past.

In a genial , but eloquent , speech the W.M. gave "The Visitors ," and very suitable
responses were made by Bros. C. T. Papworth and H. McLachlan.

Bro. R. T. West also responded.
In submitting " The Past Masters , Treasurer , and Secretary, " the W.M . stated

that they were honoured with the presence of a good muster of Past Masters , which
showed that they had the interest of the lodge at heart. The Treasurer and Secretary
were both splendid officers, and it was not necessary for him to mention one word to
extol their great services for years past , because they were well known and appr eciated.

Bro. W. Finch , P.M., said that he had responded for the Past Masters on so many
occasions , that it was somewhat difficult to say anything fresh , but he hoped the lodge
would continue the great success it was in every way.

_ Bro. A. Tucker , P.M., also acknowledged the toast , and said the W.M. 's year of
office had passed too rapidly, and he congratulated him on his great success, and hoped
his successor would be as successful.

Bro. F. C. Lintott , P.M., also responded in a very eloquent speech.
Bro. VV. Blackburn , P M., Treas., responded in happy terms , observing that they

owed no man; they had a good balance in hand , and were in a flourishing condition.
Bro. W. D. Church , P.M., Sec, also responded.
The W.M. proposed " The Officers of the Lodge ," and said that it was a very

important toast and he took that opportunity to express his appreciation for their great
work and assistance during his year o  ̂office and their kind feeling toward s him. He
congratulated Bro. Orfeur on his election as W.M., and he had no doubt he would well
maintain the excellent working they had heard of him in the Brixt on Lodge of Instruc-
tion , and he had much pleasure in associating his name with the toast.

Bro. F. Orfeur , S.W., W.M. elect , who was well received , responded . He thanke d
them for the great honour they had conferred upon him by electing him W.M . He
ventured to think that he would be able to do the work , and they might rest assured
that his aim would be that the prestige of the lodge would in no way suffer in his hands ,
when he was installed he would be delighted to re-appoint his very old friend , Bro. W.
D. Church , P.M., as Secretary, as it would be impossible to find a better one.

Bros. F. J . Thayre , J .W. ; G. Schilling, S.D.; and W. R. O. Cathrow , Stwd. ;
also responded in very appropriate terms.

Tbe Tyler 's toast broug ht to aldose a most enjoyable gathering.
The following vocally entertained the brethren : Bros. C. E. Lukcr , P.M. j E.

Sienesi, D. G. Zoers , and J . H. Shipman.

Kingswood Lodge, No. 2278.
The installation meeting of this lodge was held at the Crown Hotel , Broxbourne ,

Herts , on Saturday, the gth inst. There were present Bros. C. C. Rcnaud , W.M.;
Edward Blenkhorn , acting I.P.M.; E. N. Bening lield, S.W., W.M. elect : H. R.
Bower , J .W., Treas.; J ohn Fetch , P.M., P.P.G. Std. Br. Herts , Sec.; 1. F. Bell,
P.M., P.P.G. S.B. Herts ; F. Page , S.D. ; Chas. Nicole , J . D., D.C. ; I. G.
Cobb, P.P.G. Std. Br. ; H. J ohnson , acting I.G. ; Donald King, Stwd. ; C. M,
Coxon , P.M., P.A.G.P. Herts ; J . E. Little , A. Palmer Palmer , H. A. House , S. C.
Brewer , W. Wicken , J . W. Battenburgh , F. H. J ohnson , Henry Rackham , Sydney
Baker , G. H. Redding, C. C. Little , and R. A. Redding. Visitors : Bro s. Oliver C.
Cockre n, P.M., P.G. Sec. Herts ; Cant. C. Woodrow , P. J .G.W. West Australia ;
Henry Times, P.M., Sec. 16s ; Prof. F. VV. Driver , M.A., P.M. 45 ; Thos. Slater ,
721; Phili p Page , 1G 79; Geo. Redding, P.M. 917 ; J . W. Reddell , VV.M. 1613 ;
Gurney Russell , S7; H. E. Wallace , Org . 746 ; and Thos. Williams , Tyler.

The lodge was opened by the W.M. Bro. Capt. Woodrow , P.P. J .G.W. Western
Australia , was saluted by the bre thren present on his entering the lodge. The min utes
of the last regular meeting, were read and confirmed. The report of the Aidit
Committee , showing the lodge was in a flourishing condition , wis received , adopted , and
ordered to be entered on the minutes. The ballot was then taken for Mr. R. A. Redding.
The W.M. elect was obli gated and invested as VV.M., and placed in the chair by theInstalling Master. The investiture ot office rs then took p lace as follows : Bros. H. P.
Bower , S.W.; Page , P.M., J .W. ; J ohn Petch , P.M., Treas. ; J . F. Bell , P.M.,
sec ; u Nicole , b.D. ; Taylor , J .D. ; Donald King, I.G. ; |. G. Cobb , P.M., D.of C.; A. C. Little and Palmer Palmer , Stewards ; and T. Williams , Tyler. The
Installing Master gave the three addresses in an efficient and impressive manner. The
W.M. presen ted a Past Master 's jewel to Bro . C. C. Renaud , I.P.M., who thanked the
brethren for the honour conferred upon him. Br o. Dr. Oliver C. Cockrem , Prov. Gra n J
Sec, was unanimou sly elected an honorary member , on the proposition of the W.M.
Ihe Prov. G. Secretary returned thanks.

After "Hearty good wishes " the lodge was closed, and , after an hour 's delay

spent in strolling about the pleasant gardens , the brethren partook of a well-served
banquet.

At its conclusion the usual Masonic toasts were proposed and dul y honoured by the
brethren.

The toast of " The Queen and the Cra ft " having been proposed , Bro. R. W.
Nicole gave the National Anthem.

Then followed " The M.W.G.M., H.R.H. the Prince of Wales ," after which Bro.
Donald Kinir sang " God Bless the Prince of Wales."

" The M.W. Pro G.M., the R.W. Dep. G.M., and the rest of the Grand Officers ,
Present and Past ," was next given.

The W.M., in proposing " The Health of the Prov. G. Master of Herts , Bro.
T. F. Halsey, M.P. ; the Dep. Prov. G. Master , and the rest of the Prov. G. Officers ,
Present and Past ," spoke of the importance and influence exercised by the Prov . G.
Lodge on the Masons in Herts ; the interests of the Craft were carefully upheld and
maintained , and the brethren of the province tendered loyal gratit ude for the services
rendered to the Craft. The Prov. G. Sec, Rev. Dr. Oliver Cockrem had proved to all
with whom he came inofficial contact how admirabl y suited he was to fulfil the duties ol
his important appointment.

The Prov. G. Sec. rep lied on behalf of the D.P.G.M. and the rest of the Prov.
G. Officeis. He said , by a present wise regu lation , each lodge is visited at its installa-
tion meeting by the Prov. G. Sec. Practi cally it brought each ludge in turn under
observation. He spoke of the admirable manner in which the instal lation was done by
the I.P.M.

The I.P.M. gave the toast of " The W.M. " He spoke briefly, but to the purpose ,
saying the W.M. was all thata good Mason should be.

The VV.M. rep lied. He said one good feeling actuated all the members of the
lodge, united together with the great aim of being happy, and communicating
happiness ; there was no fear of any clique dividing them .

The W.M. gave the health of "The Initiate. " He alluded to the famil y trio now
in the lodge—the father , Bro. G. H. Redding, P.M., one son, a member not then
present , and the initiate , another son ; both his father and son were well-known
members of the lodge.

The initiate replied in a few well-chosen words , saying he fully hoped he would bs
found , in the future , a good and worthy Mason , a credit to the lodge.

" The Visitors " was given by the W.M., and Bros. Capt. Woodro w and .Times
replied.

The time of departure of the train fast approaching, .the remaining toasts were
taken together.

"The I.P.M., " "The P.Ms., " " The Treasurer ," " The Secretary, " and " The
Officers ," briefl y proposed and responded to.

The Tyler 's toast concluded a most enjoyable evening.

Concordia Lodge, No. 2492.
The installation meeting of this flourishing lodge was held at Wendover on the Sth

ult., and certainly should be a red-letter day in its annals. The brethren were honoured
by the presence of the Prov. G. Master of Bncks , the Righ t Hon. Lord Addington , and
the Dep. Prov. G. Master , Bro. J . E. Bowen. Amongst those present were Bros. A. G.
Lee, W.M.; E. G. Woollerton , I.P.M.; the Rev. C. E. Roberts , P.P.G. Chap.,
S.W.; J . G. Thorn , J .W.; J . A. Patey, Sec ; S. C. M. Austin , S.D.; J . G.
Bushell , J .D. ; J . W. Burgess , P.M., P.G.T., D. of C.; E. Strauss Midas , Org. ;
E. Allison, I.G. ; F. Payne , Tyler ; J . Stait, P.M., P.Z. ; J . S. Holland , P.M. 948 ;
E. T. Mackrill , P.M. 591, P.P. J .G.W. ; H. Martin , P.M., P.P. J .G.W.; J . Stephens ,
P.P.G.W., P.D.G.D. of C. Eng. ; F. W. Elliman , F. W. Blake, J as. Cole, J . M.
Smith , A. J . Stait , R. C. J ones, W. B. Hill , P.M., Alfred Payne , T. Dowden , A. Bush ,
and F. F. Smith . Amongst the visitors , in addition to the Prov. G. Master and the
Dep. Prov. G. Master, were Bros. James Terry, P.G.S.B., Sec. R.M.B.I.; I. 1.
Thomas , P.G. Std. Br. ; R. ,Loveland Loveland , Q.C., President of the Board of
General Purposes ; W. H. Bridgman , W.M. 591 ; J . K. H. Fowler , P.M. 591 ; A. W.
Watson , I.P.M. 591 ; j. Williams , P.M. 591 ; J- Reader , P.M. 591; S. G. Payne ,
P.M. 591 ; F. T. Ed gington , P.M. 591 ; R. J . Elleston , 591 ; O. J . D. Hus ' ...-, 591;
S. B. Payne , 591 ; H. Hobson , P.M. 948 ; W. Smith , P.M. 94S; H. Turnham ,
W.M. 2420; R. W. Locke, S.W. 2420 ; G. A.Sims, P.M. 2420 ; J . W. Grist , J .W.
2420 ; E. Gibbs , P.M. 2420; H. P. Bartlett , 2420 ; C. Copsey, 2420 ; F. Johncock ,
P.M. 1501 ; J . J . Simcox , P.M. 1501 j G. T. J ames, 1501; E. J , Week , J .W. 276;
H. Ashworth , 276 ; F. VV. Bellson , P.M. 1391 ; E. Brown , 2218; A. Spicer , 2218 ;
J . W. Thompson , P.M. 2394 ; W. R. Maxwell , 1584 ; H. J enney, 504 ; R. Radford ,
2553 ; W. A.J ones , 2771 ; the Rev. J . P. Bretton , P.M. 433;! R. W. Allison, S65;
L. W. Harvey, P.M. 6 ; R. J . Stait , 9; J . A. Knivett , 199 ; G. M. Fraser , 1426 ;
A. M. Matthews , W.M. 144 ; H. Shields, 144 ; J . W, Mayo , 1692; W. Woodward ,
P.M. 1920; W. D. Farthing, P.M. 55; J . P. Rogers , P.M. 70; A. T. Richardson ,
P.M. C9S ; G. Darlington , P.M. 2421; E. R. Bartley Dennis, 254s, P.P.G.W. ;
W. A. C. Harding, 1631 ; A. W. Cooke , and T. C. H. Hedderwick , M.P.

Letters of apology were received from the following absent brethren : Bros. F. J .
H ubbard , P.M., P.P.G. Treas. ; T. W. Allsop, P.M., P.P.G.D. of C.; W.J . Mackay,
the Rev. J . S. Brownrigg, P.D.P.G.M., P.G. Chap. Eng. ; the Rev. O. J . Grace, P.G.
Chap. Eng. ; Imre Kiralfy, P.D.G.D. of C. Eng. ; C. F. Matier , P.A.G.D. of C. Eng.;
C. F. Tower , D.G.D . of C. Eng. ; F. R.W. Hedges , P.G.S.B. Eng., Sec. R.M.I.G.;
J . M. McLeod , P.G.S.B. En g., Sec. R.M.I.B.; Dr. C. O'B. Harding, Dr. Bradshaw ,
J . Bliss, 1501 ; T. Birch , W.M. 1501 ; C. Catting, 1501 ; W. Woollett , P.G. Sec,
and others.

After the lodge had been opened by the W.M., Bro. A. G. Lee, and the minutes of
the previous meeting confirmed , Bro. Rev. C. E. Roberts was installed in the chair of
K.S. by the I.P.M., who did his work exce edingly well, delivering the addresses to the
W.M. and the Wardens in an excellent manner. The W.M. then appointed and
invested tbe following officers : Bros. A. G. Lee, I.P.M.; J . G. Thorn , S.W.; S. C.
M. Austin , J .W.; F. J .  Hubbard , P.M., Treas.; J . A. Patey, See.; J . W. Burgess ,
P.M., D.C; E. Allison , S.D.; F. W. Blake , J .D. ; F. G. Bushell , Org. ; E. S.
Midas , I.G.; J . Cole, Stwd. ; and F. Payne, Tyler. The excellent m\nner in which
the W.M. invested his officers was the subject of general comment amongst the
brethren present. A Past Master 's jewel was presented to Bro. A. G. Let . A ballot
was taken for Mr. C. C. F. Holland , and , proving unanimous in his favour , he was duly
initiated by the new W.M.

The lodge was afterwards closed , and the brethren adjourned to Bro. J . S. Holland' s
lawn , where they were photographed by Bro. S. G. Payne.

An excellent banquet was then served by Bro. Holland , the proprietor of the Red
Lion Hotel , where the lodge is held.

After the repast the usual loyal toasts were honoured.
The W.M., in proposing " 1'he Health of the M.W. the Grand Master , H.R.H.

the Prince of Wales ," alluded with satisfaction to the recent escape of his Royal
Hi ghness from the bullet of the assassin. (App lause.)

The W.M., in proposing " The Health of the M.W. Pro Grand Master , the
Deputy G.M., and the Officers of Grand Lodge , Present and Past ," remarked that he
had been to that Lod ge once, and had been much impressed by what he saw. They
had some good representatives of Grand Lodge present , and h: would couple with the
toast the name of Bro. ' R. Loveland-Loveland , CJ .C , one of the nine members of the
Supreme Council , and President of the Board of General Purposes , who he hoped
would give them a little wholesome advice.

Bro. Loveland-Loveland , in reply, said it afforded him great gratification to be
present on that festive occasion because he had known their W.M. for many year s. He
congratulated him upon the excellent work which had been done that evening, which
reflected much credit upon him and his officers , particularly the Director of Ceremo nies.

¦=—s -, AMONG THE LEADING BRANDS OP
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He did not think their Master required any advice from him, as he was an old " I arlia-
mentary hand. " He was much gratified at the recep tion they had given the Grand
Officers. (Applause.) . . . . .  j

The W.M., in proposing " The Health of the Prov. orand Mast er , Lord
Addington ," said he had no hesitation in calling it the first toast of the evenin g. As a
Mason and a gentleman their Grand Master yielded the palm to nobody in Eng land.
His kind-heartedness was evidenced by his presence there , and he was distinguished by
his courtesy to every body with whom he came in contact. His lordship disp layed
matvellous tact in dealing with the social problems of Masonry by the man ner in which
he administered the collars with which he was entrus ted. AH these things had endeared
him to eviry Mason in Buckinghamshire , and if he might pres ume to pun , he was
" addir.g " that night to his lustre , and to the respect and adm iration felt for him by
every M ason in the room . (Applause.) . .

Bro. Loid Addington said he oug ht to have been there last year , but he was glad
to be present on that occasion. He was always glad lo visit what he called his Buck-
inghamshire lodges for it seemed that the Worshipful Maste r of a province was like the
colonel of a reg iment. He had to thank them all for the extraordi nary and magnificent
Charity with which they supported him at the recent Festival of the Benevolent Institu-
tion. In view of the many appeals which had been made this year he feared that the
subscriptions would not be so large as in previous years ; but nothing was too hard for
Bucks. A sum amounting to between £21 ,000 and £22,000 was subscribed , and of all
the provinces of England Bucks came second. He congratulated them upon their
Master and their officers. He had never heard the musical service better sung. The
Immediate Past Master , Bro. Lee , did his work well , and he had never met a Senior
Deacon with more coura ge. He had rarely seen a prettier picture than when he walked
down the streets of Wendover with its old Eng lish cottages , backed by a -wooded land-
scape. It seemed to bim that when they looked back upon the excellent dinner of
which they had partaken and reflected that they were the guests of an old Eng lish
yeoman , whose son , he believed , was one of the first of the Bucks Hussars to volunteer
for service in South Africa , they would ever have cause to remember this gathering with
pleasure. Charity was the link which bound Freemasons together all over the world ,
and he considered that to give a girl or a boy a good education , or to look to the wants
of a poor old person was huma n angel' s work , and therefore he was much gratified at
the manner in which his province so recently contributed.

The W.M. next proposed "The Health of the Deputy Prov. Grand Master , Bro.
Bowen , and the other Prov. Grand Officers ," remarking that the whole province owed
him a dtbt of gratitude for the excellent work he did for many years as Prov. Grand
Secretary. He also coup led with the toast the name of Bro. Burgess , the Prov. Grand
Treasurer. (Applause.)

Bio. Bowen , in reply, thanked the company for so cordially receiving his name , and
expressed his regret that he had not visited Wendover before. He hoped that that
would not be his last visit, and that when he came again he should see as good work
done as he had that day. There were few in Masonry who did not look upon him as a
personal friend , and he hoped the same cordial relations would continue to prevail
amongst them. (Applause.)

Bro. Burgess also responded , saying it was 33 years since he was initiated as a
Mason in the East Indies. He hoped the province would continue to prosper.

"The Visitors " was suitably proposed by the W.M.
Bros. T. C. H. Hedderwick , Bartley Dennis, and Richardson replied , all con-

gratulating both the W.M. and the lodge on the excellent manner in which the work had
been done.

The W.M. next jroposed " The Masonic Chanties ," and said that it had been
already remarked that the main object of Masonry was_ Charity, and , therefore , they
ought not to spend too much money upon their bodil y enjoyment and decorations and
distinctions , but keep as much as possible for Charity. 1 hey had a distinguished Grand
Officer present in the person of Bro. J ames Terry, Secretary of the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institution , who would respond to the toast. (Applause.) He regretted
the absence throug h pressure of duties of Bros. McLeod and Hed ges. (Hear , hear.)

Bro. Terry, in replying, thanked the Province of Bucks for the excclleat manner in
which they supported their Prov. Grand Master , Bro. Lord Addington , at the recent
Old Peop les' Festival , when the largest sum , with the exception of the £69,000
realised in the J ubilee year , was raised. He was indebted to Bro. J ames Stephens for
his kindness in suggesting the name of Bro. Lord Addington as Chairman. Bucks was
to be congratulated on being the second province on the list, that of West Yorkshire
being at the head with £iSoo, their total being about £1400. As the result of this
liberal contribution the Board had decided to increase the number of annuitants by eight.
(Applause.)

The Prov. Grand Master said he had taken upon himself the honour of proposing
" The Worshi pful Master 's Health. " A great feature of Eng lish life was that the
people learnt to obey without asking questions as to who commanded them , and the
same they app lied to Masonry. In this instance their W.M. was a most worth y and
able officer. (Applause.) He did not know whether Lord Roberts could claim
relationship to their Master , but he congratulated the lodge on having a namesake oi
the great general at their head. He did not know whether they would call him
"Bobs '" in celebration of the victories which were being won in South Africa.
(Applause.)

The W.M. said it was always difiicult to respond to the toast of one's own health.
He felt greatly honoured by the pasence of the Prov. Grand Master and so many of
the Prov. G. Officers. He was pleased to be able to tell them that the Prov. Grand
Lodge would be held at Wen dover in J une. He hoped that his year of office would be
an active one, for they would probabl y arrange a river picnic, a ladies ' night , and a
Masonic service , and one or two other things. He thanked them for the great honour
they had done him in electing him to the honournble position he was now filling, and
hoped he should carry out the duties to their entire satisfaction.

The VV.M. next proposed " The Immediate Past Master ," and Bro. A. G. Lee
suitabl y responded.

"The Initiate " was also submitted , and dul y acknowledged by Bro. G. F.
Holland.

Several other toasts were honoured befort the exceedingl y pleasant evening was
broug ht to a close.

The first class musical programme was carried out by Miss Edith Bushell , Miss
Thomas , and Bros. Radford and Maxwell.

I Rahere Lodge, No. 2546.
The installation meeting of this lodge, held in the large hall of St. Bartholomew 's

Hospital on the 12th inst., attracted , as usual , a large and representative gathering of
members of the Craft. During the five years that have elapsed since Bro. Clement
Godson , P.G.D. was placed in the chair as the first W.M., a very large measure of
success has been attained. The roll of members now totals 160, and during the past
year no less a sum than £153 11s. was voted to various Masonic and other char ities.
These figures were alluded to with justifiable pride by the Treasurer , Bro. Clement
Godson , during the proceedings. The working of the ritual has always been good, and

the installation ceremony bv Bro. R. J . Reece, M.D., I.P.M., was worthy of the best
traditions of the lodge. Grand Lodge hono urs were conferred during the year upon
Bro. D'Arcy Power , G.D., who has done so much for the lodge in the past in the
capacity of Secretary. The members of this lodge have the privi lege of wearing a
special jewel by authority from the M.W.G.VL , a privilege which is enjoyed by very
few lodges.

The brethren present included Bros. R. 1. Reece , W.M.; W. Gripper , P.P.G.D.
Surrey, W.M. elect; P. S. Abraham , J .W. ; the Rev. Sir Borradaile Savor y, Birt.,
Chap.; Clement Godson , P.G.D., Treas. ; D'Arcy Power , J .G.D., Sec. ; G. H. R.
Holden ; Ernest Clarke; Sir J ohn Monckton , P.G.W.; A. Cooper , P.G.D. ; T.
Trollope , P.G.D.; Edmund Owen , P.G.D. ; J . Pollard , P.P.G.W. Surrey ; W. J .
Walsham , P.G.D. ; T. G. A. Burns , P.M.. P.P.G.D. Surrey ; E. Trimmer , P.G.S. ;
J . H. Gilberstson , P.P.G.D. Kent : W. Haig Brodie , P.P.G.D. Surrey ; F. Swinford
Edwards , G. H. Robinson , Mus. Bac , and many others.

Lodge was duly opened , and the minutes confirmed , and Bro. J . H. Drysdale ,
M.A., M.D., 1S29, was unanimously elected a joining member. Bros. Izard , Crois , and
Sir Borradaile Savorv, Bart., were elected members of the Standing Committee. Bro.
Walter Gripper , P.P.G.D. Surrey, was then presented as W.M. elect, and received
the benefits of installation , in the presence of a numerously-attende d Board
of Installed Masters. The solo, " Be thou faithful unto death ," was sung
during the ceremony. The following officers for the ensuing year were invested : Bros.
R. I. Reece , I.P.M. ; P. S. Abraham , S.W.; G. H. R. Holden , J .W. ; Rev. Sir
Borradaile Savory, Bart., P.G.C. Bucks , Chap. ; Clement Godson , P.G.D., Treas. ;
D'Arry Power , J .G.D., Sec ; Ernest Clarke , S.D. ; ] .  H. Gilbertson , P.P.G.D.
Kent , J .D. ; W. Hai g Brodie , P.P.G.D. Surrey, I.G. ; F. Swinford Edward s, D.C. ;
G. H. Robinson , Mus. Bac , Org. ; A. G. R. Foulerton , H. D. Lauchlan , M . J.
Anderson , and J . Valurie , Stwds. ; and P. F. Madden , Tyler. The jewel of J .G.D.
was presented to Bro. D'Arcy Power by the VV.M.. and bears the following inscri ption :
" Presented by the Rahere Lodge , No. 2546, to W. Bro. D'Arcy Power , J .G.D., as a
mark of appreciation of his services to the lodge." Bro. D'Arcy Power suitably
returned thanks. A Past Master 's jewel was presented to Bro . R;ece, I.P.M., by the
W.M., who expressed the hearty good wishes of every member to the recip ient. The
I.P.M. accepted the gift , which he said he should wear with pride and pleasure as long
as he lived. The Audit Committee 's report was adop ted. The Treasurer then dre w
attention to the financial progress during the year. There had been fewer initiations
during the year , which was to be regretted , and the members were invited to induce
those who were anxious to enter Fieenns>nry, and were connected with the Hospital ,
not to forsake their Alma Mater. A sum of £500had been invested in Stoci. Several
communications were read , and the lodge was closed .

About 100 brethren subsequentl y dined together , under the pre sidency of the W.M.,
at the Frascati Restaurant, and tbe usual toasts were heartily, but briefly honoured.

Bro. E. M. Money, P.A.G.D.C , replied for " The Grand Officers ," and said
it was a privilege for any brother to be a visito r at this lodge. He returned thanks on
behalf of the Grand Officers , and expressed his regret that Bro. Sir J ohr. Monckton ,
P.G.W., had been obliged to leave earlier in the evening.

Bro. D'Arcy Power , J .G.D., Sec. of the lodge, also rep lied, and thanked the
brethren for their flatterine reception. He had b:en wondering why he had been pr e-
sented with a Grand Officer 's jewel that evening, and why he had obtained Grand
Office during the past few months. The only idea he could find wis that he had been
careful in this lodge that they should not date fro.n " time immemorial. " He hid been
careful to keep the earliest records of their lodge , which had but recentl y been con-
structed. He had been reading an interesting account of an ancient lodge , the records
of which were most incomp lete , and that he had been careful of the records of the
Rahere Lodge was the only merit to which he was entitled. He th anked them fj r their
extreme kindness in the presentation of the jewel and the friendship and amity with
which they had greeted him.

Bro. R. J . Reece , I.P.M., proposed " The Worshipful Master ," with whom , he
said , he had been associated in other Masonic circles. All he knew of the W.M. wis
in his favour , for he was a distinguished Mason , well-acquainted with Craft Misonry,
and no man was more keen on seeing the Rahere Lodge prosper. No man was more
capable of keep ing the lodge up to its present standard than Bro. Gri pper. They felt
that when the present year came to an end they would be of opinion that the honour of
the lodge had been properly safeguarded by thei r presen t W.M.

Bro. Walter Gri pper , P.P.G.D. Surrey, W.M., said he hardly expected the
enthusiasm with which they had received the toast , and regarded it as a great
comp liment. They all knew that he had the interests of this lodge very deep ly at
heart, and any sacrifices he could make to further it would be willingly made. He
could testify to the great benefit the lodge had been to him personall y, and it had
brought them all together , cementing old friendships , and making many new ones.
The inception of the Rahere Lodge was one of the grandest things done , and he hoped
during the next year to sec many students from St. Bartholomew 's Hosp ital joining
them. They would receive a hearty welcome, and would , he was certai n, turn out good
Masons , lie would not take up their time , but in the heartiest manner possible thank
them for their reception.

Bro. R. J . Reece, I.P.M., responded for "The Installing Master and Past
Masters ," and Bros. Radford and Dodd on behalf of " The Visitors. "

" Bro. P. S. Abrahams , S.W., acknowled ged " The Officers ," and a successful
gathering terminated with the Tyler 's toast.

Bro. Dr. Byrd Page kindl y gave a very clever sleight-of-hand performance during
the evening which was much appreciated.

1Ro\>al Hrcb,
Sterndale Bennett Chapter , No. 2182.

The installation meeting of this musical chapter was held on Saturday last at the
Suirey Masonic Hall , Camberwell , Comp. the Rev. W. Russtll Finlay, M.E.Z., presiding.
The other companions present were Comps. George VV. Reed , H.; C. H. Kemp ling, J .;
R. J ackson , P.Z., Treas. ; J . H. Curteon , P.Z., S.E. ; F. Blake , P.S. ; W. Palmer ,
1st A.S. ; R. J . Menning, W, H. Cox, B. Bramble , L. C. Venables , C. Norrington ,
VV. S. Hustler Hinchliff , F. W. Ward , II .  Newman , E. N. Cullum , and VV. Gibson.
The visitors were Comps. E. Croft Wise , A.S. SGj ; Thomas Grummant , P.Z., S.E.
1275 ; C. H. Stone , P.Z., S.E. 1901 ; J ames Ferguson , P.S. 165S ; and 11. Massey,
P.Z. Ciy and 192S.

Comp. F. Ward , 3 1 , was elected a joining member , after which business the instal-
lations took place. Comp. R. J .  Hcnnings , P.Z., most abl y installed Comp.G. W.
Reed, H.,as M.E.Z., and Comp. C. H. Kemp ling, J ., as H. Comp. R. J ackson , P.Z.,
Treas., also most abl y installed Comp. F. Blake , P .S., as J . All the ceremonies were
given in full. Comp. the Rev. W. R. Finlay, to whom an elegant P.Z. 's jewel was
presented , was invested as I.P.Z. ; Comps. R. J ackson , P.Z., as Treas. ; J . H.
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Cureton , P.Z., as S.E.; F. W. Mutton , S.N.; B. Bramble , P.S. ; W. Palmer , ist
A.S. ; T. B. Benton , as 2nd A.S.; and J . Whiteman , J anitor.

The companions alter closing the chapter partook of a choice banquet , and
honour ed the customa ry toasts.

Comp . Ihe Rev. W. R. Finlay, I.P.Z., in proposing " The M.E.Z., " slid he
was able to do his wor k well, and the companions would have an opportunity of seeing
what he could do during his year of office. Comp. Reed was a good companion and a
good working Mason , who had Masonry at heart. He sincerely hoped and trusted that
the Great Ruler of the Universe might give him good health during his (year of
office.

Comp. G. W. Reed, M.E.Z., replying, said he was proud to be in the position of
M.E.Z., and the receptio n he had met with at the hands of the brethren gave him the
confidenc e necessary for occupying that post. When he had the support and encourage-
ment of all companions he thought he had started well, and it augured well for the
prosperity of the chapter. Nothing should be wanting on his part to carry out the
duties they had placed him there to discha rge. He had had very fine samp les of what
M.E.Zs. ought to be, and it would be his fault if he did not follow the eit amp le set him.
They had had some work at several meetings which had been faultlessly carried out.
They had had visitors who had expressed their pleasure at seeing the work so well
done—co mpanions who had been able and willing to assist. He referred to Comps.
Grummant and Stone, who attended at the Stirling Castle , Camberwell , at the chapter
of instruct ion, and under their tui tion it must be his own fault if he did not do his work
properl y. Comp. Cureton was a constant attendant there , and the Sterndale Bennett
Chapter was a gainer by that att endance. He should rely upon him for assistance , but
even if he were absent he had Comp. Hennings who was a glowing light in Royal Arch
Masonry, and was able in any emergency to take a part as they h ad seen that Highl-
and a very important part in the insta llation. Comp. Hennings installed the M.E .Z.
and the H. ; and then they had anothe r able companion—Comp. J ackson , P.Z., Treas.

who initiated the J . Without such companions what would they do? With such
companions there was an encouragement to emulate their glorious example. He trusted
the incomin g officers would endeavour to follow out their working of the ritual tha t it
might not lose any of its gravity. Unfo rtunately, the chapter had lost four of its
members that night, but they had been rep laced by four others , so that it still retained
its full stre ngth . He sincerely and earnestly trusted as the chapter had started so well
at this meeting that when he vacated the chair for his successor he would , with the
assistance of the Great 1 Am, retire with the same honour as his predecessor , whose
health he now asked the companions to drink.

Comp. the Rev. W. R. Finlay, I.P.Z., rep lied, and said with respect to the work of
R.A. he enjoyed it as much as any man , and he was very pleased to say that although
the woik of th e Sterndale Bennett Chapter had always been well done there was
as gocd fruit on the tree as there had been before , and notwithstanding, they had lost
three good men , before long they would gain three times three.

Comps. Grumm ant , Stone , Massey, Croft Wise, and Palmer responded to the
toast of "The Visitors. "

Comp. C. H . Kempling, H., in his response to the toast of "The H. and ]. ," said
he had to tha nk Comp. J ackson for installing Comp. Blake. For himself he might say
he did not mean to shirk his work during the year , and he should give all the assistance
he could to Comp. Reed.

Comp. Blake also responded.
Comp. Reed, M.E.Z., in proposing "The Past Princi pals,'' sympatheticall y re-

ferred to the illness of Comp. Harper , which was the cause of his absence from the
chapter tha t evening.

Comp. R. J . Hennings , P.Z., in rep ly, said he took a pleasure in working for the
chapter , and it gave him great satisfaction to instal the M.E.Z. and the H. He was
exalted in the Sterndale Bennett Chapter. He hoped all the companions might be long
spared to enjoy the pleasures of that chapter. He also trusted that the M.E.Z. and his
Principals might have a happy and enjoyable year of office. He very much regret ted
Comp. Ha rper 's illness. Althou gh suffering very much Comp. Harper did not forget
the Sterndal e Bennett Chapter , and he expressed his great grief at not being able to be
present; he sent his kind regards to the companio ns, and hoped they would have a
pleasant evening.

Comp. J ackson , P.Z., as Treasurer , responded to the toast of "The Treasurer and
S.E., " and said as Comp. Kempling had re/erred to the installation ol Comp. Blake, he
(Comp. J ackson) might observe that he had great pleasure in performing the ceremony.
Comp. Blake was Master of the Sterndale Bennett Lodge , and he had thoroughly
carried out his duties in that position to the satisfaction of all the brethren. Concerning
the chapte r, it had had, he might say, times of trial , but the companions put their
shoulders to the wheel and rallied round their Treasurer , and now the chapter owed no
man anything . - It was necessary to use a little self-denial in order to accumulate a
balance , but they did not deny themselves anything that was requisite. He felt sure
the chapte r would be in as good a position as any chapter in London.

Comps. Bramble and Palmer responded to the toast of ' Ihe Officers , and the
J anitor 's toast closed the proc eedings.

During the evening the companions were entertained with some excellent singing
by Comps. the Rev. W. Russell Finlay, I.P.Z. j Abel Hustler , and R. J . Hennings ,
P.Z., and some beautiful solos on the pianoforte were performed by Comps. C. H.
Kemp ling, H., and G. A. N. Cullum. Comp. Kemp ling also accompanied the vocal
performances.

©bituar fc
BRO. GEORGE BAKER-SMALLPEICE, P. PROV. G. TREAS. SURREY.

Woking loses an old and greatl y respected resident by the death of Bro.
George Baker Small peice, which occurred at Hockering, Heathside-lane , on
Monday, the 27th ult., after an illness of some weeks , during which he was attended
by Dr. B. H. Kingsford. The deceased , who was in his 51st year , was the youngest
son of the late Bro. George Small peice , of King field House , a typical English
yeoman. He had resided all his life in Woking, where he owned between 250
and 300 acres of land in the Village Ward , pa rt of which he farmed himself ,
more as a hobb y than a ser ious occupation. By profession he was an auctioneer
and surveyor , with offices at Woking, and 9 and io, Tokenhouse-yard , E.C. Of
high character and exemp lary business habits , he enjoyed an extensive practice ,
and the implicit confidence of all his clients. His personality was in many respects
a striking one. He inherited fro m his father the fine qua ities which go to make
the British yeoman , and he made many friends , and returned for theirs a friend-
shi p essentiall y staunch and sincere. During the first three years of its existence
Bro. Small peice was a member of the old Loca l Board , of which he was elected vice-
chairman , as well as chairman of the Finance Committee. At the end of his
term of office he did not seek re-election , althoug h urged to .do so by those who
were able to estimate the val ue of his sound jud gment and shrewd common-sense.
The deceased had been a directorof the Woking Gas Company fro m its inception
in 1892 , and in addition to being such a large property owner in Woking,
he also owned land at H aslemere and in Suffolk. The funeral tooklp lace at Brook-
wood Cemetery on Thurs day, the 31st ult., the service being conducted , by the
Rev. C. A. Archer , the Necropolis Company 's chap lain. Bro. Small peice , who
was a nep hew of Mr. Mark Small peice, of Guildford , leaves a widow and six
children to mourn their loss—two sons and four daug hters. General sympath y
will be extended to them in their bereavement. The deceased was a prominent
Freemason He was initiated in the St. George 's Lod ge, No. 370, Chertsey, and
filled the chair in 1874. He was exalted in the Cyrus Chapter , No. 21 , London ,
and installed as 1st Princi pal in 1881. He join ed the St. George 's Chapter , No.
370, in 1873, and was elected M.E. Z. in 1875. He was also a Founder and P.Z. of
the Abbey Chapter , No. 2120, Chertsey. Our late brother was likewise a member
of the Weysidc Lodge , No. 1395, and a few years ago held the important ollice
of Treasurer inthe Prov. Grand Lodge and Chapter of Surrey. Of the various
Cha ritab le Ins t itutions of the Craft he was a liberal and consistent supporter .

PRO VINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF NORTHANTS
AND HUNTS.

The an nual meeting of the above Provin cial Gran d Lodge took place on
the 7th instant , under the banner of the Wentworth Lod ge, at the Central
Hall , Welling borou gh. The brethren having assembled , the Prov. Grand
Master , the Earl of Euston , D.S., was supported by the following Prov .
Grand Officers : Bros. J . Haviland , P.M. ini 1, Deputy Prov. G.M. : H.
Manfield , Prov. S.G.W. ; W. J . Hankin , Prov. J .G.W. ; Rev. W. H.
Holding, Prov. A.G. Cha p, ; A. CockeriH , Prov. G. Treas. ; A. J . Moyes
Prov. G. Reg. ; G. C. Castor , Prov. A.G. Sec. ; G. F. Marshall , Prov.
S.G.D. ; G. Ellard , Prov. G.D.C. ; W. Arkell , Prov. G.S.B. ; C. J .
Wood , Prov. G. Or g. ; C. H. White , Prov. G. Purst. ; and W. F. Tipler ,
Prov. G. Stwd .

After the usual business of the Pro vincial Grand Lodge had been
transacted ,

The P ROV . GRAND MASTER proposed that a letter of condolence be
sent by the acting Prov . Grand Secretary to Bro. W. Buckle , the
Prov. Grand Secretary, who was prevented fro m being present through
illness.

The Prov. Gran d Master then appointed and invested his officers for the
ensuing year as follows :
Bro. J ohn Haviland. P.G-D. ... ... Dep. Pro v. G.M .

„ J ohn J . Hart , P.M. 360, W.M. 2431 ... Prov. S.G.W.
„ Owen Parker , P.M. 737 ... ... Prov. J .G.D.
„ Rev. Henry H. Crawley, Ch ip. 2555 ... Prov. G. Chap.
., Rev. L. T. J ones , Chap. 442 ... ... Prov. A.G. Cha p
„ A. Ccckerill , P.M. 360... ... ... Prov. G. Treas.
„ B. Beasley, jun., P.M. 373 ... ... Prov. G. Reg.
„ F. G. Buckle , P.M. 442 , P.P.S.G.W. ... Pr ov. G. Sec.
„ G. Henson , P.M. 737 ... ... ... Pro v. S.G.D.
,, T. Mattinson , W.M. 445 ... ... Prov. J .G.D.
„ M. S. Young, P.M. 466 ... ... Prov. G.S. of VV.
„ G. Ellard , P.M. 360, 17 64. 243 1, P.P.S.G.W.... Prov. G.D.C.
„ T. Ashdowne , LP.M. 1764 ... ... Prov. A.G.D. C.
„ A. F. Love, P.M. 2283 ... ... Prov. G.S.B.
,, E. Areber , W.M. 360 ... ... ... ") r >   ̂ c J n
„ W. W. Grasb y, W.M. 23S0 ... ... j Frov > G- btd - Brs
„ C. A. Lees , Org. 26S4 ... ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ J . Shelmerdine , P.M. 637 ... ... Prov. Purst.
„ F. W. Perival , 442 ... ... .... " i
„ VV. F. Neilson , 455 ... ... ...
„ W. G. Abbott , 737 ... ... ... I D n et ,
I, R. H. Cooper , 2533 j> Prov. G. Stwds
„ C. H. J udkins , 2555 ... ... ... 1
„ H. J . Burt , 2684 ... ... . ..J
„ J . A. Bates , Tyler 737... ... ,.. Prov. G. Tyler.
Later in the afternoon the annual banq 'iet was provided at the Corn

Exchange , about 170 being presen t, and the catering ol the Granville
Coffee House Company gave every satisfaction.

The customary M asonic toast list was given.

GOULD'S "MILITARY LODGES."

Some very interesting anecdotes are told by Bro. R. F. Gould in his
book on Milit ary Lodges. Of the 4th (the King 's Own) Lancasters , now
serving in South Africa , it is stated that Bro . Dr. Burnes , Pro vincial Grand
Master for Western India , in an address on the duties of the Masonic
soldier , said that everyone knew that even in the fury of the late war , the
charters , di plomas , and insignia of lodges used to be returned with courtes y
after an engagement. He further said in his address that it was only last
night that Colonel Logan , a brave officer of the Peninsula , mentioned to
him an authentic anecdote that would interest them. A whole battalion of
the Fourth Foot had been taken prisoners , and the officers stri pped of every-
thing. Several of them were bemoaning their lot in a drear y abode , when ,
to their surp rise , they saw a subaltern of their corps passing along with a
gay step, in full dress. The explanation was very simp le ; havin g been dis-
covered to be a Mason , his uniform and baggage had been immediatel y
restored to him , and he was then going, by special invitation , to dine with the
French Field-Ma rshal. In 1815, while the same regiment was passing throu gh
the Bermuda s on its way to take part in the last war with America , both the
officers and men experienced the utmost inconvenience and distress , their
pay being greatl y in arrear , and their rations extremel y limited. At this
crisis in their affairs the officers were one day invited to Ihe table of a
merchant residing in one of the principal towns. In the cour se of the enter-
tainment the generous host did not fail to discover that amon gst his guests
there was one for whom he felt the warmth of friendshi p, and with whom
thoug h a forei gner , he felt the ties of brotherhood. In a word , they were
Masons. To draw the brother aside , to hear the record of sufferings and
pr ivations , and to furnish amp le means of relief and consolation , was but
the work of a few moments. A considerable sum of money was advanced
by the merchant for the use of the regiment , and thus—b y the existence of
a certain principle of action in two individuals—a multi tude were rais ed
from a state of suffering ana destitution to one of comparative ease and
enjoy ment.

M R . G. T. N EWSHOLME , of Sheffield , has been elected President of the Pharma -
ceutical Society of Great Britain ; Mr. C. B. Allen , of Kilburn , Vice-President ; and
Mr. S. R. Atkins , of Salisbury, Treasurer for the ensuing year.

ON THE 14m INSTANT the East London Church Fund held its annual festival in
St. Paul' s Cathedral. The service was fully choral and excellently rendered , the music
being led by the combined choirs of the Rural Deanery of St. Sepulchre , under the
conductorship of Dr. Charles W. Pearce. The processional hymn , " Forward ! be our
watchword "—the refrain of which was specially written for the festival service by the
composer , Mr. Samuel Smith—was very fine. There were about 110 clergy present, and
clad in their cassocks, surplices, and many-coloured hoods, added to the beauty of the
scene in the cathedral. The Bishop of Bath and Wells preached the sermon , and
emphasised the need of everybody to give their utmost in order to raise the i, 20,000
which was required duiing the present year in order to cope with the wor k in hand,



flDasonfc anb General UtMn gs,
THE SPECTACI.EMAKERS' COMPANY .—Bro. D. Mayer, of Great Marlborough-

street, W., has become a freeman and liveryman of this guild.
BY THE VOTE of £3000by the Finchley District Council on the nth inst., the sum

of £150,000 needed for trie purchase of the Alexandra Palace for public purposes has
been obtained.

BRO. PASSMORE EDWARDS has offered to present to the Metropol itan Public
Gardens' Association two drinking fountains, to be placed in the grounds of the chu rch
of St. George the Martyr, Southwark.

BRO. ARCHDEACON SINCLAIR will preside at the annual speech day at the Com-
mercial Travellers' Schools, Pinner, on Saturday, the 23rd instant. The prizes will be
distributed by Miss Sinclair.

ST. BOTOLPH , ALDERSGATE .—Sunday next being the Festival of the Patron
Saint (St. Botolph) special Patronal festival services will be held. The Vicar (the Rev.
H. R. Gamble/ M.A.), will preach at each service.

THE MAY -DAY GAMES AND DANCES of the Mansfield House University Settle
ment will be held at Mansfield Convalescent Home, Loughton , Epping Forest, on
Saturday afternoon, the 23rd inst., from three to seven p.m.

BRO. R ICHARD BuRniDGE , of Harrod' s Stores (Limited), has been presented with
an illuminated addrees in recognition of his able advocacy of the claims of the London
General Potters' Benevolent Association at the 33rd anniversary festival.

M UTUAL LIFE A SSOCIATION OF A USTR ALASIA .—In an earlier number we gave a
brief summary of this flourishing Company. We should have then stated that the Chair-
man of the Company is M.W. Bro. J. C. Remington , Grand Master for New South
Wales.

' BRO. THE LORD MAYOR and Lady Mayoress have accorded their patronage to the
Austro-Hungarian soiree musicale to be given at the Royal Institute of Painters in
Water Colours, Piccadilly, on Monday, the 2nd prox., in aid of the Francis Joseph
Institute.

THE SOUTHEND -ON-SEA M ASONIC HALL COMPANY, LIMITED .—An extra-
ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of the above-named Company will be
held at the registered office of the Company, Marlborough House, Whitegate-road ,
Southend-on-Sea, on Wednesday, the 27th instant, atS p.m.

A CONCERT AND GARDEN PARTY will be given by the pupils of the School for the
Indigent Blind , St. George's-circus, Southwark, S.E., on Wednesday, the 20th instant,
at 3 p.m., under the direction o£ Mr. Herbert Hodge, F.R.C.O., A.R.CM. An exhi-
bition of articles manufactured by the pupils will be held after the concert.

SOCIETY OF ARTS CONVERSAZIONE .—Th e Society's conversazione will take place
at the Natural History Museum , Cromwell-road, S.W. (by permission of the Trustees
of trie British Museum), on Wednesday evening, the 20th instant, from nine to 12 p.m.
The reception will be held by Sir John Wolfe Barry, K.C.B., F.R.S., Chairman, and
the other members of the Council , from nine to 10 p.m.

• "STRAND PARK ."— It will be remembered that it was largely through the efforts
of the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association some ia years ago that the garden on
the west side of the Law Courts was preserved for the public use. Now that the site
is threatened by a building scheme, the Association is making strenuous exertions to
ensure the safety of this much appreciated open space.

BRO. SAMUEL WHITE, P.M. and Treasurer 1657, the senior partner in the firm of
Messrs. Spreckley, White, and Lewis, of 13 and 15, Cannon-street, has just received
a letter from his son, who was besieged in Mafeking at the time of writing. Bro.
White, senior, it should be mentioned, still " sticks to business," and is one of the
best known and most popular men in the textile circle in the City. His son , Mr. G.
S. White, was in a situation in Umbala at the time of the outbreak of hostilities, and
was one of the first to be enrolled n the Protectorate Regiment , which did such excellent
work against the Boers.

ON THE 19th instant Bro. the Lord Mayor presides at the mth anniversay dinner
of the City Dispensary at the Albion. The lease of the old premises of Ihe dispensary
having expired, the institution has now taken up its quarters in College-street , Dowgate-
hill. The outlav consequent upon the necessary removal has been very considerable ,
exceeding £500. It is towards the recoupm ent of this sum that a special appeal is now
being made. The sheriffs will support Bro. the Lord Mayor at the dinner , as will a
large and influential body of stewards, headed by Bro. Alderman Alliston.

THE LONDON SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR .—The 28th annual festival of the choir
will be held on the 127th instant, at the Crystal Palace. Three concerts will be given.
The first will take place at one p.m., and 5000 juveniles, under the conductorship of
Mr. J. Rowley, will give a programme of action songs and Sunday-school music. At
six p.m. the orchestra wi ll again be filled by a choir of 4000 adults, with orchestra under
the conductorship of Mr. William Whiteman . Selections from Sullivan 's "Golden
Legend," Mendelssohn's "Elijah ," Wagner 's '"Lohengrin ," and Gounod' s
" Redemption " will also be given. At eight o'clock Jenkins' Mandoline and Guitar
Band , with soloists, will perform in the theatre.

FIELD LA N E  R EFUGES .—The annual report of the Field Lane Refuge Institutions
states that during the year 425 persons were assisted to obtain employment , 877 men
and women were received in the refuges, and 515 attendances were made at the cieche ,
26,107 at the lagged church , 10,625 at adult mission services, Co,oS3 at the Bible
ragged schools, SO20 at temperance meetings, and id.oiS at mothers' meetings. The
number of children sent to country homes was 324. There were iG,2(56 distributions of
broken food given by large City warehouses, and i5,SS4 loaves of bread were also given
away. The voluntary contributions amounted to £2324, exclusive of £5094 lor the
industrial schools. There was an overdraft of £700 at the bank at the close of the

year.
THE VISIT OF THE K HEDIVE TO THE GU I L D H A L L .—The reception of the

Khedive of Egypt will take place at Guildhall on Tuesday, the 2fith instant. Arrange-
ments are bein g carried out by the Ward Committee (of which Mr. VV. R. Pryke, the
Chief Commoner, is the Chairman) for receiving the distinguished visitor in the Guildhall
Library at one o'clock . Bros, the Lord Mayor , the Sheriffs, the Under Sheriffs, and
the hig h officers will wear their robes and other insignia of office, but otherwise morning
dress will be worn. After the presentation of the address of welcome in a golden casket,
the company will adjourn to the Great Hall , where the dejeuner will be served . Invi-
tations to the number of nearly Soo are being issued . The guests will include several
members of the Cabinet and other dislinguished personages.

M E M O R I A L  W INDOW AT ST. LA W R E N C E  J EWRY .—We are informed by the
reclor, Bio. the Rtv. J. Stephen Bariass, that on Friday , the 22iid instant , the Speaker
of Ihe House of Commons will unveil the window erected in St. Lawrence Jewry in
memory t f  his distinguished predecessor , Sir Thomas More, who became the first
LaMnan I old Hich Chancellor ol Great Britain , and was closely connected with this
parish in ihe City ol London. The window is the gift of one of the old chairmen of the
church , Mr. H. C. Richaids , Q.C., M.P. Bio. the I-ord Mayor and the Sheriffs will
a t tend in Slate to receive tbe Speaker, and special seats will be reserved for members of
the Corporation . The service will be a short mid-day one, and the address will be
delivered by Ihe Rev. William Holden Hutton , the biographer of Sir Thomas More.
The cffntoiy will be devoted to the Dean Cowie Memorial Fund.

THE R OYAL FE M A L E  OR P H A N  A SYLUM .—A general court of the Governors of
this Institution tcok place at the Cannon-street Hotel on the 1 ith inst. Bro. Sir John B.
Mcncktrn (Ihe Chaiiman) presided , and there were also present the Rev. R. A. Boyle,
Mr. H. Winslanlty , Sir G. D. Harris , J.P., Mr. E. Lewis '1 nomas, M.A., LL.M., Mr.
K. F. B)j>g, J.P., Colonel ShoHland, Sic Frederick T. Fdtidgc, J.P., Mr. Simpson
Roslron , J.P., Mr. John Hollams, jun., Mr. C. Mortimer , J.P. (Vice-President), Mr.
1'. Mo itimer , LP., and the Secretary (Mr. Brough Maltby). The half-yearl y report
slalcd that , alter Ihe annual geneial court on Uecember nth , Sir John b. Monckton ,
F.S.A., was unanimcusl y re-elected the chairman of the committee for 1900, and a
mi.il coidial vote of thanks was passed to him. The general health of the children
duiir.g the past six months had been excellent. One hundred and forty children were
in the home, and 10 would be elected that day from a list of 21 candidates. Eleven
girls had been placed out in domestic service. The committee announced that the
annual distribution of prizes had been fixed to take place on Tuesday, the 19th instant ,
when Mrs. Kendal had kindly promised to visit the asylum, and give away the awards.

DOWN to the 14th inst. the Indian Famine Fund had reached £283,590.
BRO . { SIR H OMEWOOD CRAWFORD entered upon his 51st year on the 12th

instant.
H ER M AJESTY has consented to become the patron of the National Eisteddfodd a

Merthyr Tydvil in igoi.
DOWN to the 14th inst. the Mansion House Fund for the Transvaal War Sufferers

amounted to ^957,900.
THE T.A N D  of the Scots Guards will plav in the Green Park next Sunday evening,

and that of the 2nd Life Guards in Hyde Park .
TH U R S D A Y 'S contributions added S205 shillings to the Daily Telegraph Widows'

and Orphans ' Fund. The grand total is now 3,493,377 shillings.
IT IS SUGGESTED that either the Marquis of Northampton , the largest property

owner in the district , or Sir Albert Rollit, M.P,, will be asked to become the first Mayor
of Islington.

GENERAL SIR R ICHARD H ARRISON , Inspector-General of Fortifications , will
review the Queen 's Body Guard of Yeomen of the Guard at St. James's Palace next
Tuesday.

BANK R ATE R EDUCED .—The Directors of the Bank of England on Thursday
reduced the rate of discount from 3$ per cent., at which it has stood since the 24th ult.,
to 3 per cent.

THE CITY CORPORATION have decided to spend 1000 guineas in entertaining the
members of the Institute of Journalists at the conference to be held in London in
September next.

THE GREAT N ORTHERN COMPANY announce that the new station at Nottingham ,
the joint property of the Great Northern and Great Central Railways, will for the
future be known as the Victoria station.

LORD RUSSELL OF KI L L O W E N  has accepted an invitation to be present at the
Independence Day banquet of the American Society in London , which will take place
at the Hotel Cecil on July 4th.

THE DEATH has occurred at Eastbourne of the distinguished entomologist , Mr.
William Watkins, popularly known as "The Butterfl y King." He had devoted the
greater portion of his life to the collection of butterflies.

THE GE R M A N  EM P E R O R  has been an occupant of the throne 12 years to-day
(Friday), his Imperial Majesty having succeeded on the death of his father, the
Emperor Frederick , who died at Berlin on June 15, 188S.

AT THE MEETING of the City Corporation on Thursday, the designs for the new
Sessions House to supersede the Old Bailey were considered. On opening the sealed
envelopes, it was found that the successful competitor was Mr. Edward W. Mountford.

THE GREAT N O R T H E R N  RAILWAY COMPANY are offering every facility through-
out their whole system for visitors wishing to attend the Royal Agricultural Show at
York next week. Full paiticulars may be obtained at any of the Company 's offices.

STRICKEN INDIA .—There are now over G.ooo.ooo natives
^ 

on the relief lists.
Bombay records an increase of 200,000 during the last week , owing to the return of
destitute persons who deserted the works at the time of the cholera scare. The pros-
pects of a fair monsoon have sunewhat improved.—Renter.

FOR THE IIENEVIT of those wishing to attend Saturday's races at Windsor, the
Great Western Railway Company will run on that day a number of special fast trains.
The trains from London are lo do the distance in 32 minutes. On account of the extra
traffic , certain abatements oi the privileges of holiday makers are also announced.

THE NEWS of the death of Mrs. Gladstone was received at the House of Commons
was received with profound sympathy and regret on both sides of the House. A tele-
gram of condolence was sent to the family at Hawarden from both front benches. In
Parliamentary circles the kindliest remembrances of the deceased lady are cherished .

BRO. LORD WOLSELEY will preside at a dinner to be given in the Hotel Cecil on
the 2Sth instant , to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the first Volunteer review before
the Q ueen , which took place in Hyde Park on June 23, 1SO0. Volunteers of all ranks
are invited to take tickets, which may be had from Mr. A. T. Williams, 27 Mincing-
lane, E.C.

"CAPTAIN , DEAR ," said an Irish tenant to his squire, who was off to the front
at the head of the Militia , "don 't be for goin ' to  be massacred by them Boers."
" Oh, I'll escape right enough , Mick ; if I' m to be shot, I'll come here and let my
tenants do it." " God save ye , Captain , 'tis a true Irishman an ' a lover 0' ye country
ye are, afther all."— St J ames's Gazette.

H ER M AJESTY THE QUEEN went out, at Balmoral, on Wednesday morning, the
13th inst., with Princess Victoria of Schleswig-Holstein, and in the afternoon her
Majesty drove out , attended by the Countess of Antrim and the Hon. Mrs . Grant. Her
Royal Highness Princess Christian t f  Schleswig-Holstein opened the new Ruchill
Hospital at Glasgow, and attended by the Hon. Aline Majendie returned to the Castle
in the evening.

M RS. GLADSTONE 'S DEATH , which occurred on the 14th instant , must have come
as a relief (0 the aged and most respected lady, will , nevertheless , awaken a profound
regret among the entire community, who were deep ly impressed by her constant
devotion to her great husband. Indeed , it may be said »i h truth that she shared his
political labours, for she was his constant companion. In death they will not be divided.
She will be buried in Westminster Abbey, beside her husbind.

AT SOTHEUY 'S Dr. Inghs 's library realised a total of £7519 6s. Cd. for S49 lots.
The most important items on the last day were Rolle de Hampole's " Explanationes
Notabiles," a rare product of the Oxford printers, £300, and Spenser 's "Faerie
Oueene," in two vols., fi rst edition , £170. The sale of the contents of the mansion of
ihe late Madam e de Falbe, which extended over four days, was brought to a conclusion
at Christie's. The total realised amounts to about ^Co,ooo.

J nstvuction.
ROYAL ALFRED LODGE , No. 7S0.

A meeting of the above lodge was held on the Cth instant at the Star and Garter
Hotel , Kew Brid ge, when there were present Bros. F. Ridley, W.M. j E. C. St. Aubyn ,
S.W.; R. C. Foghitl, J.W. ; A. H. llrid gcr, Sec ; R. Williams, P.M., J.D. ;
Howling, I.G.; and G. A. Sowerby.

The ledge was opened , and the minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed.
The ceremony of initiation was rehearsed , Bro. A. H. Bridger acting ascandidate . The
ledge opened in the Second and Third Degrees, and resumed to the Second and First
Degrees. The lodge was then closed.

HYDE PARK LODGE, No. 1425.
A m eeting of the above lodge was held on the 11th inst. at the Prince of Wales

Hotel , Eastbourne-terrace , Bishop 's-road , Paddinjjton , W. Present : Bros. J. W.
Heaidon , W.M.; W. 11. Smilh , S.W.; W. H. Handover , VV.M. 1O4 2, J.W.; H.
Dehane , P.M. 1543, P.P.S.G D. Essex , Sec ; E. Spink , S.D.; A. Uclair, W.M,
IGO3, J.D. ; G. li. Harris, I.G. ; W. J. Ferguson, P.M. 177, Dep. Preceptor ; A.
Collman , P.M., W.M. 1425 ; and I. Chubb.

The ledge was opened and the minutes of the last lodge meeting were read and
conliimed. Ihe ceremonies of passing and raising were rehearsed after the usual pre-
liminaries , Bros. Chubb and Collman being the candidates. Lodge called off and on.
A vote of thanks was passed to Bro. W. 11. Smith for kindl y presenting the lodge with
a pair of Deacon's wands, the worthy brother acknowledging the comp limint. A
letter of condolence was ordered to be sent to Bro. G. Davis, late Secretary of the odge
of instruction , on his sad bereavement. The W.M. was elected for the next meeting,
Bro. Smith , who appointed his ollicers. Alter " Hearty good wishes," the lodge w»s
closed.


