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FREEMASONRY IN CHESHIRE.
Cheshire has always been looked upon as one of our

Masonic strongholds, and the present posicion of the Craft in
the Province does not belie its reputation.  In the very carliest
extant lists of lodges holding under the Grand Lodge of England
will be found lodges located in the city of Chester and at
other places in the County, and though many of them appeared
and disappeared with almost equal facility, there have always
heen others to take their places and maintain that love for and
attachment to the Craft which have been characteristic of our
Cheshire brethren.  But it is with the Masonry of to-day, not
of a century or a century and a half ago, that we are principally
concerned just now. We have received a pamphlet containing,
in addition to the report of the proceedings at the annual
meeting of the Prov. Grand Lodge during the autumn of last
year, and those of the Committee of Benevolence, the Cheshire
Iducational and DBencvolent Institutions, the Prov. Grand
Treasurer's Statement of Accounts for the year to goth June,
1899, &c., and from all these it is clear that though owing to the
claims of the Boys' Centenary, the Provincial Charities may not
have received the full amount of support to which they were
entitled, the Province generally, with its several organisations,
is in a high degree of prosperity.  The Prov. Grand Treasurer’s
Account shows a halance, on 3oth June last, of £127 18s. 6d., of
which sum £81 belonged to the IFund of Benevolence, and the
remainder to the Fund of General Purposes, the grants made
during- the vear by the former amounting to £33, while £ 105
was voted to the Boys' Centenary, one moiety thereofl being
defrayed out of the same [Fund, and the other out of the
General Purposes Fund.  According to the 36th annual report
of the Cheshire Masonic Educational Institution, there were 48
children educated and clothed  during the year, at a cost
of close on £386; but the amount rcceived in donations
and  subscriptions  from Jodges, chapters, members, &e.,
was only Dbetween £257 and £238, though a moicty of
the offertory at Altrincham  Church, when the Prov. Grand
Lodge attended Divine Service there, amounting to upwards of
L8, and the procceds of a ball at Birkenhead, of 50 guineas,
raised the total to nearly £319. Doubtless the sum would have
been larger still but for the Boys’ Centenary, which the Province
generously supported to the extent of over £2750. The invested
capital of this Institution comprises stocks of various kinds of
the nominal value of 45170, which, Fowever, cost sums amounting
together to £5045, and the interest accruing from their invest-
ments, reached to close on /200, IHence, with the balance of
£273 brought forward from the previous account, not only was
there ample means to defray the year's expenditure, but there
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remained at the close of the year a balance in hand of close on
£387. The Cheshire Masonic Benevolent Institution, which has
been only a few years in cxistence, appears to have fared .
similarly.  The total of donations and subscriptions received
during the year reached £133, the comparative smallness of the
amount being accounted for by the superior claims of the Boys'
Centenary Festival, but the Committee of Management consider
this but a small sum to be contributed by a Province with 52
lodges, for they suggest that during the ensuing year each lodge
should make a special donation of two guineas (42 2s.) “to be
credited to income, so that additional candidates may be placed
on the Annuity List.” In the case of this Institution the
receipts, including a balance of £343 from the preceding
account, show a total of £620, of which over £122 is intcrest on
stocks of the nominal value of £3400, which cost £3362,
the expenditure comprising £127 dispersed among seven
annuitants, and some £2o for Printing, Postages, Bank charges,
the balance remaining in bank on the 3oth June last being
£472. Thus, both the Provincial Charitable organisations are
well set up in the matter of invested funds, and if the lodges
and brethren, now that the special demands for support of one

~of the Central Institutions have been handsomely satisfied,

will continue their donations and subscriptions—and as there
are 52 lodges, with an aggregate of about 2500 subscribing
members, we have no doubt the increased countributions which
arc asked for will be forthcoming—the educational and benevo-
lent work which they have succeeeded in doing will be continued,
and even extended to a still larger number of beneficiaries. But,
doubtless, we shall learn more as to the possibilities of the future
when the annual mecting of the Provincial Grand Lodge takes
place at Chester during the approaching autumn.  [n the meantime
we congratulate our Cheshire brethren on the eminently satis-
factory state of their finances for general purposes and the
purposes of the Charitable IFunds they have established for the
requirements of their Province.

THE LODGE OF RESEARCHY*

The Lodge of Research, like its prototype, Lodge Quatuor
Coronati, No. 2076, has been established for literary purposes,
and its Transactions, like these of No. 2076, are always most
welcome.  Indeed, the difference between the two lodges is one
of degree, the older and more important of the two appealing
for support and encouragement in its literary work to the whole
Craft of Masonry, not only to that which is established in the
United Kingdom and the Colonies and Possessions of the
British Crown, but to Masoans throughout the world ; while the
junior and lesser lodge appeals for support to a more restricted
circle, composed for the most partof Leicestershire Masons, with a
very fair sprinkling of brethren in other Provinces and London
and clsewhere.  But, though small, the lodge has prospered, and
Bro. BiLLsoN, W.M., in the letter which does duty for a Preface,
remarks that “the present issue of the Transactions of our Lodge
marks the close of the scventh year of its existence, and the
Founders, looking backwards, note with gratitude and pleasure
the success which has hitherto attended its labours.”” To the
claim thus advanced, and the success with which the special objects
the founders had in view have been carried out, the present issue

* The Lod'ge of Research, No. 2429, Leicester, Transactions for th 893 o,
W. Bro. F. W. Billson, LL.B. (P.M. 1301), Prov. G, Reg., W.M,; John T. Taory
(P.M. s523), P.P.5.G.W., P.M., and Secretary. Printed by Bro. George Gibb)ns,
King-street, Leiccster, ' . .
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of the Transactions during 1808-go hears undoubted testimony.
The five meetings recorded in its pages commence with that of
the 26th September, 1898, when Bro. BILLSON was installed as
W. Master, and end with that of the 29th May last, when Bro. the
Rev. H. S. Biaes was elected to succeed him in duc course. At
each of these meetings there was read a paper compiled by a
memberof the Lodge or its Correspondence Circle, the one chosen
for the installation being entitled “ Tylers and Tyling,” by Bro.
HENRY SADLER, G. Tyler and Sub-Librarian of Grand Lodge,
as to the merits of which we need say nothing, as it has already
been reproduced in full in the pages of this journal. It was
received by the audience to which it was addressed with every
mark of approval, and not only did he reccive a votc of thanks
for his interesting paper, but he was also unanimously clected
an honorary member of the lodge. At the next meeting—held
on the 28th November last—the Secretary, Bro. JOuN T. THORP,
gave a description of a recently-discovered copy of the Old
Charges,” upon which, as it has become the property of Bro.
THORP, Bro. W. J. HUGHAN has appropriately bestowed the
title of the “John T. Thorp, MS.” It dates from the year
1629, and all the points in which it differs from other MSS of
the same kind are carcfully noted by Bro. THORP, while, in
addition, there is reproduced, from the “Ars Quatuor Corona-
torum,” as an appendix, not only the MS. itscll in full, but
also the valuable Introduction by Bro. HuGHAN. At
the same meeting the W.M. introduced as a subject
for discussion “The opening ceremony; its signification.”
Several of those present offered their opinions, and of thesc
one which will be read with a great deal of interest as to the
origin and signification of the ceremony in question, is quoted
7n extenso. At the third meeting, which took place in January
of the present year, the W.M. again contributed to the enlight-
ment of the brethren by reading a carefully compiled sketch of
the famous LAURENCE DrrMoOTT, G. Seccretary, and subse-
quently twice Dep. G. Master of the “ Ancient” Grand Lodge.
Considering that the time at his disposal was necessarily brief,
3ro. BILLSON appears to have introduced into his sketch all the
chief acts of the great “ Ancient,” who, if not the founder of
the Grand Lodge which for so many years was the rival of the
1717 Grand Lodge, was, undoubtedly, its successful organiser ;
while as to the justice of his estimate of DERMOTT'S character
as a Mason there can he not the slightest doubt,  Ile is quite
right in his statement that “the man at the helm of the new
organisation "—that is, of course, LAURENCE DERMOTT—' hiow-
ever, was a giant among men, a man with a purpose and an
ability to turn everything, whether apparently favourable or
hostile, to the furtherance of that purpose,” and it is owing, as
he says, “to his remarkable skill and ability that those
who at onc time despised him and his cause, afterwards
sought reconciliation, and were glad to accept such tferms
as were offered.””  The paper is a good one, and shows that
Bro. BILLSON has dipped into the archives of the “ Ancient”
Grand Lodge of England more frecly and to greater advantage
than most brethren.  Bro. J. J. W. KNOWLES, also, is the author
of a capital paper, curiously entitled “The “x” and the “y” of
Freemasonry,” having reference, as he explains it to the subject
of “ Refreshment after Labour.”  This is well worth reading,

Bro. KNowLES having brought together from various sources’

much that is interesting as to the rules by which at different
times lodge refreshment was governed.  There is, however, an
unfortunate slip in the paragraph beginning—“ There are two
wellrecognised, well-authenticated, and, T believe, undisputed
dates,” at pp. 4o-41.  One of these dates he saysis 1598, “ when
a lodge was founded in Edinburgh by MAISTER W SClAw,
Master of Works to Jamis VI, which still exists under the title
of the Edinburgh Lodge.” it was only the other day that the
[.odge of Edinburgh, No. 1, celebrated the tercentenary of its
carliest recorded minute—“ultimo July, 1599"—=-but as Scnaw’s
supplementary statutes of 1599 disclose, the lodge was already in
existence at that date, though for how long it had existed there
The inaccuracy does not

1"

is no evidence fortheoming to show.
affect the general merit of the paper, hut the recent tercentenary
makes it rather more conspicuons, At the meeting on the 2gth
May the discussion took place on Bro. NNOWLES'S paper, and

“

+

this was followed by the consideration of “The Square as a
Symbol,” which, as the subject was dealt with esoterically, is, of
course, not reported.

The value of this issuc of the Transactions is still further
enhanced by the publication, as a second appendix, of Bro.
THORP's historical sketch of the Knights of Malta Lodge, No. 50,
Hinckley, from 1803 to 1859, which, as regards the care taken
in the compilation, leaves nothing to be desired.

PROVINCIAL GRAND RANK,

In a “communicated " article on “ Provincial Grand Rank” in
the Z7reemason of July 2gth it is stated that in consequence of the
“Board " having to provide the salary of the Provincial Grand
Seeretary it has practically “ the appointment ” of that officer.
If the writer of the article were more familiar with the usages and
customs of Provincial Grand Lodges he would be aware that,
excepting any advice tendered by Provincial Grand Masters’
Committees (which are nominated in some Provinces), the
Provincial Grand Masters alone, and of their right, make such
appointments, any such appointments as those noted by the
writer being unknown.

It is the exception in England, so far as my knowledge
extends, for Provincial Grand Secretaries to be paid for their
important and valuable services. Iiven insuch alarge Province
as Devon, with 59 lodges and nearly jooo members, my
esteemed friend, Bro. John Stocker, P. Prov. S.G.W., gives his
time and almost constant services freely, not even accepting a
honorarium for clerical assistance; and in my other Province
(Cornwall) Bro. Bernard]J. Iidyvean, the indefatigable Prov. Grand
Sceretary (P.A.G.D.C. of Eng.) never reccives the slightest
remuneration, even though he has, to now, ably discharged the
dutics of the Charity Representative as well. Neither are the
Assistant Provincial Grand Secretaries usually paid any salaries,
but in Cornwall a “ Clerk Assistant to Prov. (i. Sec.” receives a
small sum in recognition of his aid.  There are many Provinces
thus situated as respects their Provincial Grand Secretaries,
and in my opinion their indebtedness to such officers is not so
frequently expressed as they deserve.  There are no other
brethren who do so much work in the Provinces (many of which
are larger than some Grand Lodges), and [ am glad to sec that
the M.AV. Grand Master is gradually and graciously acknow-
ledging their merits and real Masonic worth by appointment to
office in Grand Lodge just as with D). Prov. G, Masters. The
latter really should have a status in Grand Lodge, as in the Jark
Grand Lodge, for it is somewhat of an anomaly for a Grand
Pursuivant to take precedence in processions of a Deputy Prov.
Grand Master, unless the Deputy is otherwise qualified. ’

As an ex-Prov. G, Sec. | know something of the nature and
extent of the duties appertaining to that office, and have no
hesitation in declaring that brethren who kindly occupy such
positions, without any cost to their I’rov. Grand Lodges,
especially in those ranging from 3o lodges and upwards, ought
to be required to accept an ann.u:ll grant to pay competent
brethren to accomplish the  ordinary clerical work of their
Provinces, and thus keep the Prov. Grand Secretaries freer for
visitations and important consultations and correspondence,

In saying this much as to these officers [ do not forget
others who so kindly and efficiently act as Honorary Secre-

tarics of most of our local Educational and Benevolent
Funds, some of which are almost like Metropolitan

Organisations in  their size and widespread benefits;  but
these brethren would  readily admit that valuable as their
services are, they are far from requiring the constant
labour, anxicty, and discretion, incident to the full discharge of
the duties of Provincial Grand Secretary, The fact is, there is
a great deal done for the benefit of rovincial brethren, in a
quict, but no less efficient manner, that because little is said,
little gratitude is expressed; but the work goes on all the
smoother for such well-directed and quietly-rendered aid. One
of the best helps to Provincial Grand Masters and others
needing precise information is to be found in the Provincial
Calendars and Directories now being so generally edited by Pro-
vincial Grand Secretaries, and which are worth their weight n
gold, because of their real practical value, locally and
generally,

WV, J. HUGHAN.
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PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF NOITINGHAM-

SHIRE.

On Thursday, the 3rd inst., the proceedings at Worksep and Welbeck
will be ever memorable in the annals of Freemasonry in Nottinghamshire,
and will add to the lustre of associations connected with the ducal house of
Portland. The appointment of his Grace the Duke of Portland to the posi-
tion of Grand Master of the county consequent upon the death of his Grace
the Duke of St. Albans, gave rise to a desire on the part of the new Pro-
vincial Grand Master to celebrate the event at the eatliest opportunity by
inviting the subscribing members of the various lodges and their lady friends
to an al fresco entertainment in the grounds of the abbey. At one time it
was intended to obtain a special dispensation to enable the Provincial
Grand Lodge to hold its summer meeting in one of the large apartments
of the Abbey, butthe idea was abandoned, and Prov. Grand Lodge was held
on the 3rd inst. at the Town Hall, Worksop, under the banner of the
Petham Lodge, the Masters and Wardens of which undertook, as they have
on many preious occasions, the duty of providing :ccommodation for a
numerous attendance. It is some years since a meeting took place at
Worksop, the previous meeting being, we believe, on the appointment of
the Rt. Wor. Bro. the Rev. F. Bussell to the position of Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, a post in which he was succeeded, after a short tenure of
office, by the late Lieutenant-Colonel Newton. The summer meetings are
held in various parts of the county, invitations being sent and accepted

alternately from  Mansfield, Newark, Retford, ‘Works_ap, &
The meeting was peculiarly significant and sympathetic, inas-
much as there were several appointments to be filled up

in consequence of deaths of leading officials following closely upon the
lamented death of the Duke of St. Albans. In the midst of rejoicings,
therefore, on the appointment of the Duke of Portland, there was a revived
note of lamentation at the loss the province has sustained by the deaths of
the Dep. Prov. G. Master and the Prov. G. Secretary, and the important
duty devolving upon Grand Lodge of appointing successors.

Bro. the Duke and Duchess of Portland, availing themselves of the
presence of such a large gathering of members of Grand Lodge in the
vicinity of their beautiful home, sent out invitations to a garden party at
Welbeck Abbey in the afternoon, when the entertainment provided, in
which lady friends of the brethren participated, largely tended to dispel the
somewhat depressing surroundings of the marning’s functions.

The Prov, G. Lodge was opened in due form by the Prov. G. Master,
who was received with the ceremonial befitting his exalted rank. His Grace
was supported right and left by a brilliant assemblage of Present and Past
Prov. G. Officers, the most distinguished visitors being Bro. E. Letchworth,
G. Sec. Eng., as the special representative of the M.W.G.M., H.R.H. the
Prince of Wales; Bro. Lord Henry Bentinck, M.P., Prov. G. Master of
Westmoreland and Cumberland; and Bro. Sir Frederick Milner, M.P.

The Prov. G. Officers present included

Bros. his Honour Judge Wm. Masterman, P.G.D. Eng., D.P.G.M.; Captain
W. H. Tomasson, P.S.G.W.; Wm, Percy Payne, P.].G.W.; Rev. James
Farmer, B.P.G.C., P.G. Chap.; Rev. E. S. Morse, P.P.G.C.; Rev, IL. T,

Hayman, P.P.G.C.; R.T. Ingram, P.G. Treas,; Gco. Marshall, P.G. Reg.; [.
Cooper James, P.S.G.D.; C. W. Gowthorpe, P.J.G.D.; Robert Evans, jun,,
P.GS.of W.; Dr. W. H. Wright, P.G.D.C.; F. Milthorp, P.A.G.D.C.; A.
Barlow, P.G.S.B.; G. W. Hooton, P.G. Std. Br.; A. U. Smith, P.G. Org.;
Dr. A. W, C. Peskett, P.P.G.W. Somerset, P.A.G. Sec.; Lisle Rockley, P.G.P. ;
] W. Woodward, P,A.G.P.; Wm. Robinson, G. W. Humber, W. W. Holbrook,
John Humble, and Dr, J. O. Littlewood, P.G. Stewards; . Moody, P.G. Tyler;
and W. Comery, P.A.G. Tyler. .
In the body of the Prov. Grand Lodge the following brethren were
seated, under the respective banners of their lodges :
Bros. J. P, Marx, P.A.G.S,, P.P.G.D.C.; G. Atter, 1661, P.P.G.T.; A. Farrar,
1661; R. N. Webster, 411, 1495, P.P.G.R,; ]. Crossley, LP.M. 1661; T. W,
Dophlin, W.M. 1661, P.P.G.P.; T. A. Watford, 1661, P.G.S. of W.; Rev. H.
W. Wynne Ffoulkes, 1909, P.P.G.C.; A. ]. L. Dobbin, 402, P.P.S.G.W.; T.
Farranda, P.P.G.D.C.; R.C. Wills, 1409, P.P.].G.W.; ]. Valpy Thomas, 1802,
P.P.G.P,; R.G. Hanson, 411, P.P.].G.W.; G.S. Fish, 411, P.P.G.S. of W.;
I. Wright, 1434, P.P.G.S. of W.; H. Saxton, 1493, P.2.G.P.; R. Pender, 1493,
P.P.S.G.D.; H.George, 1661, P.P.S.G.W.; E.M. Kidd, 411, P.P.S.G.W.; A.
Page, 411, P.P.S.G.W.; ]. W. Barnes, 2302, P.P.G. Std. Br.; the Rev. T. C.
Ewbank, W.M. 47, P.P.G. Chap.; ]. V. Holgate, 1435, P.P.G.D. of C.; T.
Pettinson, 939; S. Caudwell, I.G. 939; D. Hoult, 939; H. W. Fox, 930; M.
Marks,930; G. A, Oates, P.M. 939; A. Lewis, W.M, 1434; E. Prior, S.W,
1794; A. Burden, 1.G. 1794; G. S. Rorke, I.P.M. 1794; G. Stevenson, W.M,
2412; P, ]. Fenwick, J.W. 2412; T, Tickard, Org. 2412; G. W, Owen, 2412;
R. Keely, 2412; ]. G. Allsop, S.W. 2412; S, Watson, Forest; F. W. Cooke,
J\W. 2017;  W. E. Hardy, W.M. 2017; ]. Hempson, J.W. 2594; ]. H. Wil.
liamson, I.G. 2594; R.I. Jackson, W.M. 2504; James Harrison, .P.M. 2594;
W. G. Emmett, S.W. 190g; A. Blasdale, W.M. 19og; R. H. Bewley, ].\V.
1909; R. Carlin, LP.M. 1909; E. Bostock, W.M. 1493; S. Hind, P.M. 1.493;
] Farnsfoot, P.M. 1946; W. ]. Price, .P.M. 1493; J]. Dooley, 1661, P.P.G.T.;
F. N. Hobson, 1.G. 2553; T. Rockley, P.S.I.; ~ T Bell, ].W. 1493; D. Isaacs,
939; T.H, Mallander, 939; ]. Craggs, 2302; G. H. Elliott, W.M. 2302; H.].
Bliss, D, of C. 2302; W. Godfrey, 1852; F. B. Foottit, WAL 1892; G. W.
Wood, S.W. 1802; A, Parker, W.M. 1852; W. ]. Kent, 1852; ], W. Houfton,
1852; A. Graham, J.W. 1852; W. F. Jolley, S.W. 1852; W. Cooper, P.M.
1852; G. H. Andrews, 1852; ]. A, Wittley, T.\V. 1661; ]. T, Spalding, 1909
and 1435, P.S.G.W.; T. Fisher, 1852, P.S.G.W.; R. Fitzhugh, j11, P.P.S.G.W;
W. Allen, 939, P.P.G.T.; ]no. Appleton, 939, P.I’.G. Std. Br,; C, B. Nicholson,
P.M.ggg; W. J. Lazenby, 1802, P.P.G. Std. Br.; A. Manchester, 1435; L.
,},[00“3“, J.W. 1435; N. Ashurst, W.M. 2553, P.P.A.G.D. of C.; [. Wick, 47;
T. Besceby ; T. McNaught Davis, .M., P.G.I.; H. Rowbottom, .M., P.P.S.G.B.
Derbyshire: A, W. Clayton, 930; H. Vickers, Greenhill, J. Severn, T. Southerns,
Wells, H, Heath, E. I, Bartlett, A, Parker, W.ML; W. I, Jolley, S.W.; R. F.
Vallance, P.P.G.D. of C.; |. W. Harrop-White, P.P.G.R.; F. A, Robinson;
Jno. Linney, P.P.A.G.P.; E. Claytos, P.M. 215, Ireland; W. Godfrey, Tyler;
I'. W. Robinson, 47, P.P.S.G.W.; E. Bostock, W.)M. 1493; H. M. Dryden, S.D,
4113 S. Hind, P.M. 1493; W. Selby, W.M. 47; W, Robinson, P.G.S.; W. H.
Drury, 8,D, 939; J. Lockton, S.D. 939; L. Day, 415; G. Watson, 1852; I,
H‘“’!’)’, 51 Essex; T, E. lliffe, 2412; . T. Shardlow, 939 and 1028, P.P.G.S.B.;
I W‘)lford, P.M. 47, P.P.G. Supt. of Works; and |. 11. Moody, P. G. Tyler.
Prayer having been said by Bro. the Rev. JaMes FARMER,

p e Prov, G.M. said, as ‘this was the first time the members of the

rov. Grand Lodge had met since the deaths of the Deputy Provincial
Sl’and Master (Lieutenant-Colonel Newton) and the Provincial Grand
tccretary (Bro. A, Swubbs), it was fitting and right that they should have
'€ Opportunity of expressing their great regret and sincere sorrow at the
Irreparable loss which their families, in common with their brother I'ree-
Masons, had sustained, Bro, Licut.-Col. Newton for many years filled the

responsible oftice of Deputy Provincial Grand Master of that province, and
in that capacity gained the love and respect of all with whom he came in
contact. They had lost not only a most able and wise assistant in
Masonry, but also a true, a sincere, and a valued friend. (Hear, hear.)
With regard to Bro. Stubbs, he could rightly say that during the many
years he filled the responsible office of Prov. G. Secretary he was always found
conscientious in his work, and zealous in the walfare of the Craft. (Hear,
hear.) By the deaths of these two brethren coming within such a short
interval of time, the Craft and the province had sustained a heavy blow.
It would be a long time before the Masons of the province ceased to mourn
the loss of Bros. Newton and Stubbs. He therefore moved ¢ That this
Provincial Grand Lodge of Nottinghamshire Freemasons desires to record
its appreciation of the long and valuable services of Bro. Lieut.-Col.
Newton and Bro. A. Stubbs, late Deputy Provincial Grand Master and
Provincial Grand Secretary of this province, and sincerely regrets the loss
of these respected brethren.” (Hear, hear.)

His Honor Bro. Judge MASTERMAN said it was a mournful satisfaction
to him to second the resolution so feelingly proposed by the Right Worship-
ful the Provincial Grand Master. The loss of two such Masons as these
were could not but be deeply felt by their province. They had left an
example for their successors which he was sure it would be their earnest
desire to imitate, and he was afraid they could but imperfectly supply the
places they had left. They as Freemasons were taught how to act i such
cases as these—to look beyond the grave, to believe that there was a grand
lodge above to which they hoped their departed friends had ascended, and
though not with them in body they believed they were with them in the
spirit. He seconded the resolution, which was agreed to.

The R.W. Prov. G.M. then appointed and invested his Honour Judge
Masterman Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and the lodge ratified its
appreciation by Masonic honours.

The R.W. Dgr. Prov. G.M. returned thanks for the kind reception
given to him on his appointment to that important position.

Bre. Dr. A. W, C. Peskett, P.P.G.W. Somerset, Asst. Sec., was then
appointed and invested to the office of Prov. G. Sec., the R,W, Prov. G.M.
remarking that he was much obliged to Bro. Peskett for coming forward to
fill the office at such an important crisis as that which had recently occurred.

The Prov. G. Skc. having returned thanks,

The R.W. Prov. G.M. appointed and invested amid applause Bro. ].
P. Marx Asst. Prov. G. Sec. His Grace then announced that he had had
the honour of a visit from Lord Kitchener of Khartoum, who was very
anxious to be present and take part in the proceedings of the lodge, but was
unfortunately obliged to leave Welbeck on the Wednesday night to pay a
long-promised v'sit t3 Ireland, as he had to return shortly to carry out his
arduous work and glorious duties in the Soudan, but he had asked him to
convey to the lodge his extreme regret that he was unable to come, and the
hog e that Freemasonry might long continue to flourish in Nottinghamshire.

Prov.G. Lodge was then closed, and the brethren proceeded to luncheon,
at which Bro. Judge MasSTERMAN presided.

In proposing ‘* The Health of the R.W. Prov. Grand Master,” he said
it would have given his Grace much pleasure to have been present, but he
was so desirous personally to inspect the arrangements to be made for their
comfort that afternoon that he felt he would be better fulfilling his Masonic
duty by going home to look after them than in staying there. Theyall knew
what an excellent man and Mason Bro. the Duke of Portland was, and it
was with the greatest confidence he submitted the toast of his health.

Bro. E. Lercuwort, G, Sec,, gave * The Health of the R.W. Dep.
Prov, Grand Master,” and recalled the fact that a few short years ago he
(the G. Secretary) was present as. the humble representative of the Grand
Master to invest Bro. Lieut.-Col. Newton as Dep. Prov. G. Master of
Notts, It afforded him great pleasure in being present at the investiture
into the chair as successor to Bro. Lieut.-Col. Newton of a very old and
valued friend. ]

The DEr. Prov. G. MasSTER responded, and the toast of  The Health
of the W.M. of the Pelham Lodge ' concluded the proceedings.

THE GARDEN PARTY,

Princely as are the records of the Portland hospitality, the garden party
in the splendid demesne of the Abbey, at which their Graces entertained
the members of the province and their friends, must surely be allowed to
to fill a unique page in the annals of Welbeck. Functions of this kind are
apt, as a rule, to prove wearisome and to pall upon those taking part in
them by reason of the strict formality and starchiness which are too
frequently allowed to characterise them, and it was in this respect that the
garden party at Welbeck on the 3rd instant differed so happily from the
majority of kindred social entertainments. The considerate forethought of
the Prov. G.M. in intimating beforehand to his guests that the wearing of
the frock coat and silk hat of conventional usage need not be a matter of
compulsion—in other words, that his Grace wished to see those who were
accepting his hospitality attired simply in accordance with the dictates of
comfort—was a pleasing indication of the spirit that was to permeate the
proceedings of the afternoon. The complete absence of uncomfortable
conventionality and stiffness was a decidedly important factor in the
success and enjoyableness of the occasion.  Their Graces of Portland are
ideal hosts, and from the moment that the guests, as they drove up in
batches to the Abbey from Worksop and Cresswell, had been introduced to
the Duke and Duchess and cordially welcomed, everyone felt perfectly at
home. The occasion offered a rare opportunity for the leisurely inspection
of the wealth of histarical objects and works of art in which the magnifi-
cently-appointed rooms of the ducal residence abound, for the visitors were
permitted to roam at will, practically without reserve, through the Abbey
and those lovely grounds, which are probably unequalled among all the
stately homes of fingland, ‘The party was on a large scale; and, as the
function coincided with the holding of the annual Welbeck Employees’
Athletic Sports, there must have been quite 2000 people present. “The
number of invitations sent out was 861, and in reply 554 acceptances were
received, But it is difficult to estimate from this the number of guests
taking part in the garden party, as each invitation carried with it the right
to bring two lady Iriends, This privilege was, of course, largely availed of,
and the pretty summer costumes of the ladies gave the necessary dash of
colour to a scene of remarkable animation. Refreshments were provided
in marquees placed on the wide sweep of lawn on the south side of the
Abbey, and pleasant music was discoursed by the band of the Coldstream
Guards and by Herr Gottlieb’s Viennese Band. The comfort and con-
venience of the guests were studied at every tucn, and the occasion was
indeed worthy of the hospitable traditions of Welbeck,
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AYO'S CASTLE HOTEL,
EAST MOLESEY, HamMpTON COURT STATION.

T———

BRO. JOHN MAYO. Masonic TemMPLE.

Accommodation in the new wing for Banquets for any
number up to 120. Every convenience for Ladies’ Gather-
ings. Spacious landing to river, whence Steam Launches
can start. Five Lodges meet here, and reference may
be made to the respective Masters as to the catering, &c.

OWER BRIDGE HOTEL,
TOOLEY-STREET, S.E.
Prorrieror: C. J. BROWN,

Within five minutes L. B. and S. C. Railway, and 5. E.
Railway (London Bridge); 10 minutes from Liverpool-
street and Broad-street Stations.

SPLENDID ACCOMMODATION FOR MasoNIC LObDGES AND
CuAPTERS., LARGE Bangurting HALL.

All up to date, and latest improvements. Acknowledged

by the Press to be the finest Masonic Hall in London.
Telephone No. 222 Hop. Inspection invited.

UMAGALLI'S RESTAURANT,
12 & 13, WILTON ROAD,

VICTORIA STATION.

LUNCHEONS, DINNERS AND SUPPERS.

LARGE DINING SALOONS FOR PARTIES,
ON THE First FLOOR.
WEDDING BREAKFASTS & BANQUETS
PROVIDED.
For particulars apply to G. Roxcui, Manager.

Bro. C. FumAcALLl, Proprietor. §.

KNDE'R;r'é‘N;S HOTEL & TAVERN
FLEET STREET, LONDON.

F. I1. CLEMOW, Proprictor.
In conncctiva with the Peacock Fotel, and Royal Hotel,
Boston, Lincolnshire,

The central position of Anderton’s is unequalled for
Masonic Banquets, Public Dinners, Wedding Breakfasts,
Meetings of Creditors, Arbitrations, %c.

The RESTAURANT on Eustern Side of Hotel Entrance
s open to the public from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for Breakfasts,
Luncheans, Teas, and Dinners.

The 2s. Hot Luncheon, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., in Coffec
Room, unequalied.

Registered Address for Telegrams :—
CLEMOW, LONDON.

ANNON STREET HOTEL,
CANNON STREET, E.C.
RITTER & PUZEY, PROPRIETORS.
SPACIOUS AND COMMODIOUS ROOMS
FOR LARGE OR SMALL

MASONIC LODGES,

AND
BANQUETS,
MurETINGS, AUCTIONS, BALLs, CONCHRTS, ARBITRA-
TioNs, CINDEFELLAS, ETC.

W. G. FENELEY, MANAGER,
MASONIC W ORKS.,.

Fellows’ Mysteries of Freemasonry, or an Expcsition of
the Religious Dogmas and Customs of the Ancient
Egyptiane, and their identity with Modern Masonry,
nutnerous illustrations, 3s. 6d. post free.

Origin of Freemasonry, or the 1717 Theory Exploded by
Cg. J. Paton. 1s. post free.

Fox: Account of the Early History of Freemasonry in
England. 2s. post free.

Pocket Lexicon of Freemasonry, by W. J. Mocris, 18%,
P.D.D.G.M. S$t. Lawrence District, and P.J.G. R. and
S5.M. 1s. post free.

London: W. Rekves, 185, Fleet-street, E.C.

LL SUFFERING FROM GOUT,
RIIEUMATISM, CRAMP, NERVOUS COM-
PLAINTS, NEURALGIA, and wishing to keep the FEET
SWEET and COOL, and prevent unpleasant odours from
them, should write for particulars of cures and testimonials,
or post 26 for pair of WILLIAMS' ELECTRIC
SOCKS; superior 5 6, best 10,6, Over 1000 Lestimonials.
WILLIAMS® INVENTION Co., S, Breams Buildings,
Chancery-lane, London, E.C.  Mention size of boots.

HENIX FIRE OFFICE,

19, LOMBARD ST., & 57, CHARING CROSS,
LONDON.—Established 1782.
Lowsst Current Rates Assured free of all Liability
Liberatand Prompt Settlements | Electric Lighting Rules supplied
W. C, MACDONALD, Joint
F. B. MACDONALD, U Sccretaries,

~~HE SHIP AND TURTLE
(PAINTERS), Lrb,

Best and oldest house in London for recherché
Masoniv Banquets, Private Parties, and Dinners,
AsseMBLY RooMs vror CoMmpANIES, &C.

OUR TURTLE “THE ELIXIR OF LIFE,
Vide faculty.

Purveyors to IL.R.11. Prince of Wales, H.I.M. Emperor
of Russia, Dukes of Saxe Gotha, Connaught, Cambridge,
and most of Crowned Heads of Europe,

Manager, Bro. C, J, GARDNER,

ROSEMONT A
LAUSAN NE, SWITZE RLAND,

AVENUE DE LA GARE.

BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES,
Finishing School ; Study ot Languages (especially French),
Music, Painting, Necdlework. Ilealthy situation, near
the lake and woods; [lome life.
and references to the Principal,

A. HALLETT.VULLIEMOZ,

NEW PALACE QTEAMERS

LP
ROYAL SOVEREIGN,

FROM OLD SWAN PIER, LONDON BRIDGE,
to

MARGATE and BACK,
DAILY (Fridays excepted),
53, 1st SALOON.
4s. 2nd SALOON.

T. E. BARLOW, Director and Manager.
50, King William-street, E.C.

REAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

RIVER EXCURSION.

PADDINGTON TO HENLEY & PANGBOURNE.
COMBINED RAIL & RIVER TRIP,
ON SATURDAYS, SUNDAYS & MONDAYS
DURING AUGUST.

TICKETS at z0s. each, will be issued at PADDINGTON
to include FIRST CLASS RAILWAY JOURNEY between
PADDINGTON and HENLEY,

LAUNCH TRIP from HENLEY to PANGBOURNE
AND BACK,

LUNCHEON ON BOARD LAUNCH, and
DINNER at “RED LION” HOTEL, HENLEY.

Passengers leave PADDINGTON at 10.10 a.m., HEN.
LEY arr, 11,0 a.m,; HENLEY dep. 9.0 p.m., PAD-
DINGTON arr. 9.53 p.m.

For full particulars see pamphlets, which can be
obtained at the Company’s Stations and Receiving Offices.

J. L. WILKINSON, General Manager.

MACDOUGAL AND COMPANY,

SCOTCH TAILORS,
PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON, E.C.

DRESS SUITS, A SPECIALTY.

MASONIC CLOTHING of every description,

20,

TOURISTS' SUITS MADE TO ORDER.
COLONIAL AND SEA OUTFITTING, &c

UNIFORMS, BOTH MILITARY AND NAVY.

TOURS, FROM 1s. TO 1,000s.
1,000

Copies Gratis,

GAZE’S i HIGH-CLASS CON.

DUCTED TOURS from LONDON to

HOLLAND, RUINE, and BELGIUM,
r ‘O U RS‘ July 17th and fortnightly.,
l_ CPARIS ol SWITZERLAND, July 1910
1 and fortnightly.
c PREING  and  SWITZERLAND,  July
Tl{;l PS. I 15thoand t'ur‘(ui;:hlly. ' e
BLACK FOREST and SWITZERLAND,
July 2st and fortnizhtly.
r 1.“-1\.\”'”1 DAUPIINY and SAVOY, July ith and
Swrust 1th,
“.(L;}‘l\“}l‘\v\ll)(vl N(|Dlll'l'll| l(:l'lll!.\\l ANY, and
N SNMARK, July 17th and Awgast Tith,
frlUi{l<]'l‘S. _

GRAND CONDUCTED
TOUR ROUND THE WORLD leyes

Neptember 27t for United States, JFaje,
Etlicient

(Anes
(GA%s
YACHT  RACE,

A MERICA  CUP
OCTOBER, 1M, GAZE'S OCEAN PASSAGE TICKETS

hy all lines of steamers.—Intenli vigitors to New York fo
witness above shoull comununicate at onee with GAZICS,
162, Strand s 10, Piceadilly i I8, Westlourne-grove,

BRO. M.M. (aged 51) REQUIRES

SITUATION as School or Park Keeper, Inspector
of Nuisances, or any place of trust. Excellent refer-
ences. Refer to A, Surnikrany, 35, Central Park-
voad, East Ham, Essex.

China, Ceylon, India, Birypt,
eseorts, Inclusive term,
tustrated peogramme free, Aypply
OFFICES, 112, STRAND, W.C.: 1,
Piceadilly ; 15, Westhonrne-ygrove, London,

Apply for prospectus !

MIDLAND RAILWAY.

SUMMER EXCURSIONS.

FROM ST. PANCRAS & CITY STATIONS.

A FORTNIGHT IN IRELAND.

‘FORTN{GHTLY EXCURSIONS, trom Friday, August
15th, to Seq!ember 2gth, inclusive, to DUBLIN, Ballina,
Galway, Sligo, and the SOUTH and WEST of IRE.
LAND; and to BELFAST, Londonderry, Portrush, and
the NORTH OF IRELAND. Also to LONDONDERRY
on Saturdays, August 19th and 26th, and September 2nd
and 16th, heap Excursion Tour Tickets also issued
Fortnightly from August 1Sth to September 2gth inclusive,
to BELFAST, Sligo, Bundoran, Warrenpoint, and New-
castle (Co. Down). See bills, for routes, fares, times, &c.

"FORTNIGHTLY EXCURSIONS TO SCOTLAND.
For 4, 10, or 16 days.

. From FRIDAY, August 15th to September 29th inclu-
sive, for 4 or 10 days, from St. Pancras, at g.15 p.m. to
EDINBURGH, Glasgow, IHelensburgh, Row, Peebles,
and other North British Stations; and at 10.0 p.m., to
CARLISLE, Appleby, Glasgow, Ayr, Kilmarnock, G. and
S.W. Line, and Newton Stewart, Stranraer, Wigtown,
Whithorn ; and from St. Pancras, at 9.15 p.m., to STIR-
LING, Perth, Dundee, Arbroath, Forfar, Brechin, Mon-
trose, Stonehaven, Aberdeen, Inverness, Fort William, &c.

RETURN TICKETS at a THIRD-CLASS SINGLE
ORDINARY FARE for the DOUBLE JOURNEY will
also be issued by the ahove trains (except Appleby) to
re;lprn ANY DAY WITHIN SIXTEEN DAYS from date
of issue.

Also FORTNIGHTLY EXCURSIONS to NORTH OF
ENGLAND from FRIDAY, August 1Sth, to September
20th inclusive, for 4, 10, or 16 days, from St. Pancras at
8.30 p m., to Northallerton, Richmond, Darlington, Dur-~
ham, Newcastle, Alnwick, and Berwick.

TO THE PROVINCES AND SEA SIDE,
SATURDAYS, August 1gth and 26th,

Cheap Trains will be run from London (St. Pancras and
other London Stations), to Leicester, Birmingham, Walsall,
Wolverhampton, Nottingham, Derby, Burton, Matlock,
Melton Mowbray, Buxton, Stockport, Southport, Liver-
pool, Manchester, Accrington, Blackburn, Burnley, Bolton,
Rochdale, Oldham, Bury, Preston, Wigan, Blackpool,
Lancaster, Morecambe, Carlisle, Windermere, Coniston,
Barrow, Whitehaven, Stoke, Haaley, Burslem, Maccles-
field, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Halifax, Sheffield, Barns-
ley, Leeds, Harrogate, Bradford, York, Hull, Scarborough,
Newark, Lincoln, Darlington, Durham, South Shields,
High Shields, Sunderland, Newcastle-on-Tyne, &c.
Tickets will be available for 3 or 6 days.

NEW WEEKLY SUMMER EXCURSIONS.
ISLE OF MAN.

EVERY FRIDAY, at MIDNIGHT, and EVERY
SATURDAY, from St. Pancras, at 5.15 a.m. and 10.5
a.m. each week, until September 20th and 30th; also at
9.0 a.m. until September 2nd inclusive, to DOUGLAS,
ISLE OF MAN, for 3, S, 10, 15, or 17 days.

LAKE DISTRICT, BUXTON, MATLOCK, SOUTH-
PORT, BLACKPOOL, SCARBORO?, &c., for 3, S, 10,
15, or 17 days,

EVER\"S_ATURDA\', until further notice, to ENG-
LISH LAKE DISTRICT, from St. Pancras at 9.0 a.m.,
to Bowness and Ambleside, and at 10.30 a.m, to other
stations; at 12,0 noon to MAILOCK and BUXTON;
at 10.5 a.m, to LIVERPOOL and SOUTHPORT; at
9.0 a.m. to SCARBORQ’, Bridlington, Filey, Robin
Hcod’s Bay, Whitby, Saltburn, Redcar, Tynemouth,
Whitley, and Cullercoats; and at 10,5 a.m. to BLACK.
POOL, Lytham, St. Ann’s, and Fleetwood.

_ TICKETS and BILLS may be had at the MIDLAND
Stations and City Booking Offices; and from THOS,
COOK and SON, Ludyate-circus and Branch Offices.

GEO. 11. TURNER, General Manager.
FISH, POULTRY, GAME, OYSTERS.

JOHN GOW, LIMITED,
17, NEW BROAD STREET, E.C.,
17, HONEY LANE MARKET, CHEAPSIDE, E.C.,
23, LONDON STREET, MARK LANE, E.C.,
93, THEOBALD'S RD., HOLBORN, W.C.,

AND
86, HIGH STREET, PECKIIAM, S.E,
W
JOHUN GOW, Limited, always have on sale the Largest
Stock in London of the Very Best Quality at Lowest Prices

Telephone No. 879, Hollorn, Bstablished 1808,
ATTHEWS, DREW, & CO.
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
STATIONERS, PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS
ACCOUNT BOOK MAKERS,
37 & 38, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.
Law Department—10, GRAY’S INN PLACE, W.C.

A HIGH-CLASS WRITING PAPER
“THE PROFESSIONAL NOTE,”

White or Blue Tint, 5 quites 1/G, 1 ream G/-, 5 reams, 25,6
SAMPLES SENT POST FREH,
MATTHEWS, DREW, & Co's
SPECIALLY SELECTED PENS,

Assorted Sample Box containing 3 dozen (36 varicties)
POST FREE SIXPENCK,

OFFICE STATIONERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.
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CONNOISSEURS SMOKE

TEOFANI'S

HIGHEST-CLASS
CIGARETTES.

I'EOFANI’'S CIGARETTES have been awarded Two
Gold Medals for Quality and Make, International
Tobacco Exhibition, 1Sg5
TEOFANI'S are sold at the leading Hotels, Restaurants,
and Tobacconists throughout the United Kingdom.

SPIERS AND POND’S
STORES

(NO TICKETS REQUIRED).

QUEEN VICTORIN  STREET, E.C.

Opposite St. Paul’s Station (L.C. and D. Ry.)

PRICE BOOK (1voo pages, iilustrated),

frce on application,

FREE DELIVERY

in Suburbs by our own Vans.

LIDERAL TERMS FOR COUNTRY ORDERS.

For full details see Price Book.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 1899
<

Masonic Motes.

The Committee of Management of the Royal
Masonic Benevolent Institution held their regular
monthly meeting at Freemasons' Hall,on Wednesday,
the gth instant, under the presidency of Bro. |. A.
Farnfield, P.A.G.D.C., the Treasurer. In the absence
of Bro, James Terry, Bro, John Mason, the Collector,
acted as Sccretary, and after the minutes had been read
and verified, reported the deaths of one Male Annuitant
and one Widow Candidate, and the withdrawal of one
Male Candidate, The business was mostly formal,

x  » *

The presentation of the “ Sudlow " {estimonial is at
length an accomplished fact, and the worthy and
accomplished brother who, with one cxception, has
¢one more than any other member of the Craft to
Impart a correct knowledge of our ritual according to
Emulation working, has had his eminent services well

and worthily recognised. The gathering at which the
presentation was made was not a numerous one, but,
as will be seen from our repott in another page, it was
an eminently representative one. The chair was
occupied by none other than Bro. Sudlow's imme-
diate predccessor in ofiice (Bro. Thomas { Fenn,
P.G.W.), than whom, {rom his known ability and
long expericnce, no more competent master of our
ceremonial work could have been found to do justice
to Bro. Sudlow's work, while among those who sup-
ported Bro. Fenn were Bros. Sir John Monckton,
P.G.W., and the Grand Secretary, Bro. Edward Letch-
worth, F.S.A., who arc themselves among the most
perfect of our ritualists. As to what passed at the
meeting there is no need for us to do more than refer
the reader to the report in question ; but we gladly
avail ourselves of the opportunity which the publica-
tion of that report affords us of expressing our full
concurrence with the praises bestowed by the Chair-
man on Bro. Sudlow, and tendering to the latter our
sincere congratulations on the handsome manner in
which his arduous labours of the last 17 or 18 years
have h'een thus publicly rewarded.
* * *

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Middlesex is ordinarily marked by great heartiness
and enthusiasm ; but this year a tone of sadness was
noticeable throughout the whole proceedings. In the
first place, the Province had quite recently been
deprived by d.:ath of the eminent services of Bro,
Raymond H. Thrupp, P.A.G.D.C., D.P.G.M., who for
the past 16 or 17 years had been, firstly, under the late
Bro. Col. Sir F, Burdett, and subsequently under his
successor, Bro. the Right Hon. Lord George Hamilton,
M.P., the present ruler of the Province, the main
directing spirit of Middlesex Masonry. Then, on the
very eve of the meeting it became known that the
Provincial Grand Master would be prevented by illaess
from occupying his accustomed place. Lastly, it had
been ordered that, as a mark of respect to the late
Deputy, there should be no banquet, and the brethren
were thus denied the pleasure of meeting round the
social board, and with it the one great opportunity in the
year of cementing old and forming new friendships.

* x L

Still, in spite of these depressing circumstances,
everything passed off satisfactorily under the presi-
dency of Bro. Douglas G. H. Gordon, ]J.P,, Prov.
S.G.W., as Prov. G. Master, The various reports
were presented and approved, the officers for the
ensuing year appointed, and grants voted to each of
the lMasonic Institutions, together with a donation of
10 guineas to the vicar of Teddington for local
Charities. Lastly, on the suggestion of the acting
Prov. G. Master, who passed a just eulogium on the
deceased Deputy P.G.M., a resolution of sympathy
with the family was passed in solemn silence, while a
telegram to the Prov. G. Master, expressing the hope
that he would be speedily restored to health, was
despatched and acknowledged.

* P

By way of contrast to these sorrowful proceedings,
the brethren of the contiguous Province of Essex held
their annual mecting at Tilbury under circumstances
the most encouraging. Their respected Prov. G,
Master, the Earl of Warwick and Brooke, had the
pleasurc of being able to preside in person, and found
himself in a position to congratulate the officers of his
Prov. Grand Lodge and the lodges under his charge
on the progress that had marked the year then con-
cluded. As many as five new lodges had been added
to the roll of the Province, thus augmenting the
number to 44, while the aggregate of subscribing
members was stated to be 2297, or about 52 per lodge.
Morcover, notwithstanding the unprecedented efforts
made by Issex in 1898 in support of the Boys
Centenary, the Province had acquitted itself very suc-
cessfully during the current year, the total distributed
among the three Institutions amounting to f1225. It
is not to be wondered at that under these circum.
stances the recent gathering of our Essex brethren at
Tilbury should have been even more enthusiastic than

usual.
x * *

‘There is, however, one other matter which cannot
be allowed to pass unnoticed. Since the annual
meeting at Brentwood, in 189S, the Larl of Warwick
has had the honour of being appointed to the high
office of Dep. Grand Master of England, and the
brethren eagerly seized the opportunity afforded them
by the Tilbury gathering to present to his lordship a
very beautifully iluminated address in album form, in
which they tendercd him their heartly congratulations
on his selection to fill so dignified a position, and ex-
pressed the hope that he might long be spared to

fulfil the duties both of his new office and that of
Prov. G. Master of Essex. His lordship, in accepting
the address, expressed his deep appreciation of their
invariable kindness and courtesy, and trusted it might
be in his power to do still more than he had had the
opportunity of doing to further the interests of the
Province with which he had been connected for so
many years.
x * *

Vie are gratified to learn from our report of tke
p roceedings at the recent annual meeting at Irona
bridge of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Shropshire that
during the past year Freemasonry in that Province
has been faring prosperously. There are but 12 lodges
on the roll, and the number of subscribing members is
under 400; but the financial position is sound, and the
lodges fulfil their duties in a2 manner which commands
the approbation of the Prov. G. Master—R.W. Bro.
Sir/Offley Wakeman, Bart.—and his officers. But most
especially is Shropshire to be commended for the
generous aid it has rendered to our Central Masonic
Institutions. Since its Masonic Charitable Associa-
tion was founded in 1885—in which year Shropshire,
till then a part of the old Province of North Wales
and Shropshire, under the late Bro. Sir W. Williams.
Wynn, Bart., was constituted a separate Province—
there has been remitted to our Masonic Institutions in
London a sum falling very little short of £5000, the
higtest contribution—made last year to the Boys’
School in respect of its Centenary—being, in round
figures, £1200, Our Shropshire brethren merit the
highest possible praise for donations and subscriptions
so continuously and so generously bestowed.

* % %

We strongly commend to the careful notice of our
readers the oration delivered by the Orator of the
Lodge De Goede Hoop, Capetown, at the recent
Festival of St. John the Baptist, The * Qrator” is an
officer unknown to our English lodges, but there is no
reason why, whether such ‘an office exists under our
Constitution or not, the brethren should not occasionally
listen to an address as eloquent, and at the same time
as stored with valuable information as that which Bro.
Silberbauer delivered in Lodge De Goede Hoop on the
Anniversary Festival of St. John in summer, The
privilege does not often devolve upon  us, cither of
reading or publishing an oration so happily conceived
and so eloquently descriptive of the mora! and material
progress the world has made during the present cen-
tury; and it is for this reason, but chiefly that some
of our English brethren may be induced to follow the
example of this worthy Dutch Orator, that we take’
the opportunity of drawing particular attention
to this address.

* *

The latest Masonic move in the great Australasian
colony of Victoria is the establishment of a United
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, with Bro. E,
Coulson as M.W.G. Master, The ceremony of in-
stalling that brother recently took place at the
Freemasons' Hall, Melbourne, and from the spirit
which appears to have actuated those present on the
occasion there is every reason to hope that the new
Grand Lodge will have before it a long, useful,
and prosperous career. On referring to the " Cosmo "'
for the current year, we find that at the close of 1898
there were 11 Mark lodges of the English Constitu-
tion forming the Dist, Grand Lodge of Victoria, under
Bro. Charles Roper Martin, who was appointed Dist.
G.M. in succession to Bro. H. W. Loury, who presided
over the District from its formation in 1877 to 1891.
In addition, there were some half-dozen or more Mark
lodges formed into a District under the Scottish Con.
stitution, so that there is a fairly strong roll of lodges
to start with. The change thus inaugurated is
decidedly for the better. The colony has been for
some years independent as regards Craft and Royal
Arch Masonry. It now has a Mark Grand Lodge of
its own, and in time, no doubt, will have its own

Supreme Authority for the other Orders and Degrees
which have established themselves in the colony.

* * *

The Quarterly Communication of the United Grand
Lodge of New South Wales was held on the 14th June
last, the presiding officer being Bro, R. Teece, Deputy
G.M., who acted as Grand Master, in the enforced
absence, through illness, of Bro. Sir Joseph P. Abbott,
M.W.G.M. A large amount of business was trans-
acted, including the election of Bro ]. C. Remington,
Past Deputy G.M,, as M.W.G.M, for the ensuing year,
After returning thanks for the honour thus conferred
upon him, Bro. Remington announced that he had
chosen Bro. John B. Trivett, the outguing S.G.W., to
fIl the office of Deputy Grand Master.  The other
Grand Officers were elected, there being contests for
several of the offices, and then the proceedings ter-
minated.
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PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF SHROPSHIRE.

The annual meeting of the above Provincial Grand Lodge was held at
Ironbridge, on the 25th ult.,, under the presidency of Bro. Sir Offley
Wakeman, Bart., Prov. G.M.

The minutes of the last Provincial Grand Lodge-—held at Market
Drayton on July 26th, 1898—were read and confirmed.

The following Grand Officers were present and duly saluted : Bros. R.
G. Venables, P.A.G.D.C,, D.P.G.M.; W. H. Spaull, P.A.G.D.C.; and
V. C. L. Crump, P.G. Std. Br.

The roll of Prov. G. Officers was called, when it was found that all the
12 lodges in the province were represented, there being upwards of Go
members present.

The revision of the by-laws was referred to the Provincial Board.

The annual statement of accounts was read by the Prov. G. TREASURER,
and received and adopted.

Bro. Baxter, 2311, was unanimously re-elected Prov. G. Treasurer, and
thanked for his past services. |

The Prov. Grand Master then appointed and invested the following
brethren as Prov. G. Officers for the ensuing year ;

Bro. T. J. Salwey, 611 Prov. S.G.W.

» ] H. Cooksey, 1321 v ( 8 ... Prov.].GW,
Rev. L. Vernon Yonge, Go1 (re-appointe }

:,’ Rev. W. P. Nock, Go1 ’ Prov. G. Chaps
»w W, Baxter, 2311 Prov. G. Treas.
» T.P.Deakin, 117 Prov. G. Reg.
»  W. H. Spaull, 1124 (re-appointed) ... Prov. G. Sec.
o W. Martin, 1432 vor . Prov.S.G.D.
;s F.Chubb, 1120 . Prov. J.G.D.
s A.T. Davis, 262 Prov. G.S.of W.
s H. F. Newman, 117 (~e-appointed) Prov. G.D.C.
»n T. Owen, 1432 (re-appointed) .., Prov. A.G.DD.C.
s C. B. Cranstoun, 611 ... Prov. G.S.B

-y J. M. Griffiths, 1120
» W, G. Slaney, 6o1
» H. Byolin, 117 (re-appointed)
y  C. W. Smallman, 18¢6...
» L. J. Rice Oxley, 117 ...

} Prov. G. Std. Brs,

Prov. G. Org.
Prov. A.G. Sec.
Prov. G. Purst,

s PFrank M, Southwell, 1621 Prov. A.G. Purst.
»n C.W. Campbell Hyslop, 262 bl
w J. V. T, Linder, Go1 ... T oo |
J. H. Lockhart, 611 .., }
:,' ‘T. J. Bott, nzé . Prov. G. Stwds.

n H. Kenyon, 1132

,+ F. Finnis, 1890

s H. Goodall, 1621 Prov. G. Tyler.
The D.P.G.M,, the Prov. G. Reg., the members of the Provincial

Board, and Bros. Ogg, Townsend, Crump, Williams, Freeman, T. Owen,

and Smallman werc elected Auditors,

The reports from the Head Master of the Boys' School (in which the
province has three boys) and the Head Mistress of the Girls’ School (in
which the province has five girls) were read and considered fairly satis-
factory.

Br)c'). W. H. Spaull, Prov. G. Sec., was again unanimously nominated
for election on the Board of Management of the Boys' School.

Bros, Venables, D.P.G.M.; Crump, P.P.G.W,.; and Salwey,
P.S.G.W., were appointed a Committec of Management for the Masonic
Calendar of Shropshire. It was hoped that all the lodges in the province
would take the Calendar and present every member with a copy free,

The Der. Prov. G.M. reported a further increase in the number of
subscribing members, which was 384, against 370 in 1897.

The Prov, G.M. reported very favourably on the records of the lodges
as placed before him by the Audit Committee, L

The report of the Shropshire Masonic Charitable Institution for the year
189S was read, and was considered eminently satisfactory.

At the Centenary Festival of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys,
held on June ioth, 1898, this province was represented by no less than 31
Stewards, with the handsome sum of {1199 1s. 6d. The province was also
represented by 10 Stewards at the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
Festival for the sum of £8¢9 15s., and at the Festival of the Royal Masonic
Institution for Girls, by one Steward, for £30 15s., making a grand total
of £1325 11s. 6d., and earning for the province the compliment of * Well
done, Shropshire.”

The total remittances Lo the three London Institutions since the forma-
tion of this Masonic Charitable Association in 1885 has amounted to
£498y 11s. 6d.

[t was announced that the next meeting of the Prov. G. Lodge should
be held at Oswestry in July next. -

On the conclusion of business the Prov. G. l.odge was closed, and the
brethren adjourned to luncheon at the Tontine Hotel.

Scotland.

GRAND LODGLE

————

A quarterly Communication of the above Grand l.odge was held in the
Freemasons' Hall, Edinburgh, on the 3rd instant. There was a good
attendance, considering the weather and the fact that little controversial
business was on thz card.  The G.M.M., Lord Saltoun, presided.  Bro.
Major I'. W. Allan, S.G.W., was in his place. Bro. J. Dalrymple Duncan
acted as J.G.\WV. ; Bro. Sir Charles Dalrymple, of Newhailes, Bart., M.P,,
was in his place as Past G.M.; Bro. M. Arthur, Prov. G.M. Ayrshire,
acted as G.M. Depute; and Bro. Col, Campbell, Prov. G.M. Peithshire
East, as Sub. G.M.

The following brethren from a distance were present, and were welcomed
from the throne: Bros. Capt. C. D. Wise, G. Sec. of the Grand Lodge of
All Freemasonry in India; Walter Martin, Sec. Allan Wilson Lodge,
Buluwayo; John Arnot, St. Andrew's Lodge, Queensland, Cape Colony ;
and Joseph M. Normand, 1o1, Ohio.

A statement of the accounts, submitted by the G. Treasurer, for the past
quarter, showed that the income had been £1612 and the expenditure
£ 740—an excess of income of £S72.

A list of subscriptions to the Khartoum College Fund, in response to the
appeal of the Grand Master in December last, showed that out of 339
lodges in Scotland only 82 had contributed. The total was £301 15s. 4d.
Of that £101 3s. had been contributed by eight of the 37 lodges in Glasgow
city; £54 by nine lodges in the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire and the Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge; £25from Dumiriesshire; and £3 5. from one lodge
in the Metropolitan province.

Of the £ 404 contributed for the Annuity Fund in lodges last St, John's
Day, £94 135. was from Glasgow ; £12 06s. from Lanarkshire Middle

ard; 414 8s. from Renfrewshire West; £11 105, from Lanarkshire
Upper Ward; £22 Gs. from Dumbartonshire; and £46 Ss. from the
Metropolitan district. India sent [50, but Queensland, New Zealand,
Western Australia, and the Transvaal did not contribute.

Bro. Capt. Thomas Hope, of Bridgecastle, was re-appointed Prov. G.M.
of Linlithgowshire.

A charter was granted to a new lodge, Menzies Doric, Menzies, Western
Australia. '

A report, dated in May last, was submitted from the Prov. Grand Master
of Forfarshire (Bro. Berry), stating that the annual visitations to the Pro-
vince of Forfarshire have again been completed. 1 had visited 13
lodges, finding all in perfect order, when serious illness (which has kept me
indoors for two months) prevented me from continuing the visitations,
Thanks, however, to the Hon. C. M. Ramsay, Depute Provincial Grand
Master, and to Captain P. WV, Anderson, Substitute Provincial Grand
Master, they were duly completed, seven lodges being visited by the former
and five by the latter, all being found satisfactory. Most of the office-
bearers attended, and everywhere the deputations were received in the
kindest and most hospitable manner possible. I have again to report a
large increase of entrants over the previous year,”

It was reported that the Supreme Court of New York had decided the
case in regard to the bequest by William Ferguson for founding homes for
I'reemasons in Forfarshire. The decision was that the legacy was valid,
except so far as the present value of residue exceeds one-half of the estate,
which the laws of the State prohibit a testator from alienating from his
next-of-kin.  This excess amounts to 663 dollars, which the Court directed
to be paid to the widow. The balance of the estate will be invested, the
income paid to the widow during her life, and on her death the capital to the
Grand Lodge for the purposes of the will,

The Annuity Fund Board reported the death of five annuitants, and the
granting of one annuity of £15 and 24 of £10 each.

The only other business was three motions of which notice had been
given. These, which concerned Masons only, were all adopted.

TUE PRESENTATION OF THE ¢ SUDLOW?”
TESTIMONIAL.

A very interesting meeting took place at Freemasons' Hall on Friday,
the 28th ult., to present the above testimonial to Bro. Robert Clay Sudlow,
P.G. Std. Br., &c., about 85 out of nearly 300 subscribers being present.

Bro. W. G. Kextisu, P.G. Std. Br., Hon. Sec. of the Testimonial
Fund, having read the circular convening the meeting, which circular em-
bodied the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee, Bro. Thomas
Fenn, P.G.W., Chairman of the Testimonial Committee, took the chair,
supported by Bros. Sir John Monckton, F.S A,, P.G.W.; the Rev. Robt.
J. Simpson, M.A., P.G. Chap,; Edward Letchworth, F.S.A., G. Sec.;
and other Grand Officers, Present and Past, besides many aother brethren
of mark in the Cralt.

The CuuaiRMAN said :  Brethren, you are all aware of the reason of our
meeting this evening. We have a very pleasing duty to perform—to
acknowledge in a suitable manner the great services which have been
rendercd by Bro, Sudlow to the Emulation l.odge of Improvement, and,
through that lodge, I venture to say, to the whole body of Inglish-speaking
Masons of the world. (Applause.) All those who were present at the
last meeting of the Comimittee, the proceedings of which have been read by
Bro. Kentish, will recollect that I protested rather strongly against the
selection of myself to ocicupy the chair on this occasion. There are many
distinguished members of the Craft who would have filled this position much
better than myself—(*' No, no ")—and whose names would have been very
much more gratifying than mine; but [ protested chiefly on the grounds
that [ could not help fe:ling that having yecars ago occupied a similar
position to Bro. Sudlow in that Lodge of Improvement, I could hardly im-
press upon you the consideration of the services which have b:zen rendered
by him without some reininiscences of myself, and without giving you the
result of my own expericnces under somewhat similar conditions; ~and in
doing that I felt I might be misinterpreted as having a desire to praise
myself. But after [ wa; induced to accept the pressing invitation, made
almost by force, I felt that | could throw myself upen your consideration,
and that those who know me well would acquit me of any desire of self-
secking. Of course, th : experiences I went through were, in many respects,
similar to those of B.-0. Sudlow; and when I call your attention o the
abnegation of sclf which is required to tear oneself away from home every
Iriday night, in bad we ather maybe, to attend to duties here, I think you
will agree that it is no casy task, But there is this difference between me
and Bro. Sudlow—that when 1 was fulfilling thosc duties I had been married
20 years, whereas, [ am told, he was married during the term of his duties.
[ need hardly appeal to every married man here, especially if he be newly
married, to imagine what that means. This brings me to one of the most
pleasing parts of the duty we have to perform, and in discharging this duty
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there is the pleasing recollection that Mrs, Sudlow is not forgotten. 1 do
not think it is necessary to speak at any length regarding Bro. Sudlow,
The admirable way in which he discharges his duties has been experienced
by you all. But, as all Masons adore the ladies, I feel permitted, at all
events to commence the presentation by asking Bro. Sudlow to present this
bracelet to his wife. e not only hope it will be a pleasure to her to
receive it, but that it will be a lasting memento of the estimation in which
her husband is held by the Craft. I ask Bro. Sudlow to kindly present
this to his wife as an expression not only of our high feelings of respect for
him, but also as some acknowledgment on our part to her for having per-
mitted him to come here so often to discharge those duties on Friday nights
which have been so beneficial to the Craft. I say advisedly * permitted him
to come.” It is all very well for men to think they are independent of their
wives: but we know differently. We thank her very sincerely, Bro, Sudlow,
for the great service rendered to us, and it is an expression of our esteem
for you. The next thing I have to present {o you, Bro. Sudlow, is of a
more fleeting nature.  \We have to present you with a purse containing a
cheque. You will find out the amount when you get home. And now, Bro.
Sudlow, I have great pleasure in presenting to you this testimonial, which is
very handsomely mounted, I think you will say. I will ask Bro, Pritchard,
who has been entrusted with preparing the address, to read it.—[Bro. Hy,
PrrrcuarD, P.P.G. Treas. Middx., here read the address.]—I think, Bro.
Sudlow, that conveys in a few words the feeling of all the trethren present,
and of all those who have learned their Masonry at the Emulation Lodge of
Improvement. You and I know what it is to come here on a winter’s night,
through all weathers, to attend to the duties of the lodge; but I am sure
the appreciation in which you are held by the brethren, is some little return
for the difficulties you have overcome in the performance of those duties,
and for leaving your fireside on Friday evenings. I can quite bear out the
commendations of this testimonial, when they speak of your mastership of
Masonic ritual. Perhaps I am competent to say that there is no one that I
know so word-perfect in the ritual as you are yourself, and you will also
recollect that it is the absolute ritual that was successively entrusted to the
late Bros. Peter Gilkes, Stephen Barton Wilson, and to myself—three
generations—before it came to you, and so I am sure that you yourself feel
the responsibility as the custodian of that ritual, and that you will hand it
down to your successor pure and unsullied. (Applause.) Another presen-
tation is the list of subscribers, which is a little more permanent than the
purse, and which I hope you will also keep, together with the testimonial,
as an acknowledgment of your services, and the great esteem and respect
in which you are held by usall. I wish you long life and happiness, and
may you long live to ‘enjoy the recollection of this evening !
applause.)

At this point, Bro. KENTIsH read several letters cf regret from brethren
unable to be present, including the Pro G.M., Earl Amherst, Prov, G.M,
Kent, and his Deputy in that province, Bro. J. S. Eastes; and very many
others. -

Replying to the Chairman, Bro. Suprow said: R.W. Bro. Fenn and
brethren, I wish it were in my power adequately to thank you for the very
handsome presentation that has been made to me thisevening, This extra-
ordinary act of kindness on your part touches me so deeply that it is impos-
sible for me to find words to express the gratitude that I feel. Will you,
brethren, therefore accept the simple assurance that you have given me to-
night the greatest possible pleasure and gratification ; the more so as by
your considerate thoughtfulness my wife is made to participate in the
presentation. As this is co closely identified with the Emulation Lodge of
Improvement I should like, if I may, to say something about the lodge and
my connection with it. Unfortunately, I did not know of the existence of
the Emulation Lodge of Improvement until some time after my initiation,
and the experience that I gained of the divergence in the teaching of
Masonic ritual in lodges of instruction by various Preceptors—not serious
differences, perhaps, but still, differences—led me, when at last I heard of
the Emulation Lodge of Improvement, to appreciate to the full the
immense advantage to be derived from attaching oneself to a lodge pos-
sessing a system of ritual absolutely independent of any individual opinion
as to what is right and what is wrong; a system recognised and accepted
as a standard from which no deviation, however slight, is permitted. I
believe on the very first night of my introduction to ‘‘ Emulation" a
brother of the name of * Hornblower "’ worked the Fourth Section of the
Second Lecture, usua'ly known as ‘‘the rise of the orders.” So far as I
was concerned, Bro. Hornblower sounded no uncertain note that night, for
he inspired me then and there with the keen desire not only to work in the
lodge, but to excel as a worker, and from that moment [ became a diligent
student of the * Emulation’ system, sitting week by week at the feet of
Bro. Fenn. [ am, thercfore, indebted to that distinguished brother for all
that I know of Muasenry. 1 think I may claim to have acquired some
degree of proficiency, for before very long—it was in 1883—1 was invited
to join the Committee. 1 happen to know that the recommendation was
supported by Bro. Fenn, [ zccepted the position with no litile diffidence,
because I knew full well the great difficulties and the great responsibilities
attached to the position. 1 sincerely Lope, brethren, that the fact of this
presentation coming to me at the hands of Bro, Fenn—and [ need hardly
say how that fact ¢nhances its value in my eyes—together with the presen-
1ation itself, may be taken by me as a proof that you and he consider that
curing the 16 years Lhat have elapsed since my election to that Committee
I have been faithful to the important trust committed to my care. Your
kindness has placed me under an obligation which I feel I shall never be
able to repay. It determines me to remain at my post for so long as
health and memory are spared to me. (Applause.) I know, brethren,
that my thanks have bcen feebly expressed, but they come from a full
heart, where deep down will remain till time with me shall be no more, the
remembrance not only of this event, but also of the wealth of kindly feeling,
I think I may say in many instances of fraternal affection, of which this
magnificent testimonial is the outcome. (Great applause.)

Bro. Sir Joun Monckron, F.S.A., P.G.W., in proposing a vote of
thanks to the Chairman, said : There is no brother who could have taken
the chair more fitly on such an occasion than Bro. Fenn, ecpecially as he
may be considered to be the father of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement.
I think we shall not be doing violence to his feelings—although he is a
modest man—and we shall be gratifying our own feelings, when I proposea
very hearty vote of thanks to him for occupying the chairon this interesting
and happy occasion.

he vote was carried by acclamation.

Bro. Fenn said : I thank you very much for your Kindness in voting

thanks to me for the position I have occupied this evening. Although I

(Great -

undertook it with great diffidence it has been a very pleasing duty. Thank
you very much.

The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to Bro. E. Letchworth,
G. Sec., for his kindness in acting as Treasurer to the Fund, and to Bro.
W. G. Kentish, P.G. Std. Br., for his services as Hon. Sec.

These brethren made a brief response.

The address on vellum was a beautiful specimen of the illuminators’ art.

The presentation to Mrs. Sudlow was a hoop bracelet, mounted with
eight graduated turquoises of beautiful colour, and between each tirquoise
a row of three brilliants. ]

The purse in which the cheque was presented was given by Bro. George
Kenning, P. Prov. G.D. Middx., one of the subscribers; it was a fine
specimen of his particular craft—that of a gold and silver wyre drawer.

The dlrajt__ Elbroao.

CONSECRATION OF MOUNT MALCOLM LODGE,
(U.D.,, E.C.)

A ceremony of a very imposing character took place on Thursday after-
noon, June 15th, in the Warden’s Court House, Mount Malcolm, kindly
lent by Warden Burt, when his lordship, Bro. Bishop Riley, Past G.
Chap., as Consecrating and Installing Officer, representing the District
Grand Lodge of W. Australia, performed the duties appertaining to the
position in a manner redounding to his credit and that of the Craft.

Dist. G. Lodge was opened at 4.30, his lordship occupying the chair,
while Bro. Corlis, W.M. 20639, was appointed to the S,W.'s chair; Bro.,
T. H. Edmands, P.M,, acting as J.W.; Bro. W. ]. Suiter, P.].G.\W,,
N.Z., acting as S.D.; and Bro. W, Tofield, P.M,, acting as J.D.

. His lordship having duly consecrated and dedicated the Mount Malcolm
Lodge, for the purposes of Masonry generally, then proceeded to instal and
invest the officers of the new lodge as follows: Bros. C. E. White, W.M.;
Robert Taylor, S.W.; E. A. Gunning, [.W.; ].H. Coad, Sec.; ].
Murdock, Treas.; A. Morris, S.D.; W. B, Brown, J.D.; A.P. Dimetrio,
I.G.; and A. Bravo, Tyler. Bro.W.]. Suiter, P.M,, acted as Presenting
Officer. The proceedings occupied four hours, and were carried out in a
manner worthy of the occasion. At g o’clock the lodge was called off from
labour to refreshment at the Royal Hotel.

The banquet following the consecration and dedication of the Mount
Malcolm Lodge was held in Mr. R. Lancaster’s Royal Hotel, Malcolm,
there being a very recherché menu provided by the host. The newly-
installed W.M., Bro. C. E. White, occupied the chair, having on his right
Bros. Bishop Riley, D.S.G.W., the Rev. Archdeacon Barton-Parkes, acting
D.G.C., and W. ]. Suiter, P.].G.W. (I.C.), New Zealand; while on his
left sat Bros. Corlis, W.M. 2639, T. H. Edmands, P.M., and W. Tofield,
P.M., with 30 others.

The toast list being entered upon, the W.M. proposed ‘* The Queen and
Craft;"” ¢ The M.W.G.M., H.R.H.the Prince of Wales ;" *I'he Grand
Lodge Officers;"” and ‘“The District Grand Lodge Officers of Western
Australia.”

Bro. Bishop RiLEY ably responded to the two latter toasts, and congratu-
lated the members of the new lodge on the important event just celebrated,
and wished all sorts of prosperity to its members. He hoped the day was
not far distant when the members would have a lodge room of their own,
and that he would again have the pleasure of visiting Malcolm to conse-
crate and dedicate the new hall for the purposes of Freemasonry, and that
Masonry would flourish therein.

'{llhf: Installing Officer (Bro. Bishop RiLEY) proposed the toast of ¢ The
W.M."”

Bro, WiiITE responded in feeling terms.

¢ The Consecrating and Installing Officers "’ was next proposed by Bro.
E. A. GuNNING,

Bro. Archdeacon BArRTON-PARKES, in response, gave an address worthy
of the Craft, and urged cohesion. He hoped that the lodge would have a
great future, and that this would not be the last occasion he would visit
Malcolm, which, he thought, had a great future before it.

Bro. R. TavLoRr proposed the toast of ' The Visitors,"” coupled with the
names of Bros, Edmands, Newstead, James, and Turrell.

Bro. Dr. J. Corwis proposed the toast of * The Offizers of the Mount
Malcolm Lodge,"” which was drunk with Masonic honours, and responded
to by Bros. Tavror, S.W.; GunNING, ].W.; Morris, S.1).; MuRbock,
Treas. ; and Coap, Sec.

The Tyler's toast was given by Bro. A. Bravo in the usual way, which
closed the proceedings.

His lordship and Archdeacon Barton-Parkes retired, and the remain-
ing brethren entered into harmony, which continued until the “ wee sma’
hours of the morning,” the brethren who contributed being Bros.
Newstead, Turrell, Toficld, Morris, Gunning, Suiter, and others.

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF CHESIIIRE.

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Cheshire was
held at the Chester Town Hall, on the gth inst., under the presidency of
Earl Egerton of Tatton, P.G.M., who was accompanied by his Honour Sir
Horatio Lloyd, D.P.G.M., and a full attendance of Provincial G. Officers,
Present and Past, .

The roll call revealed the fact that there was but one lodge in the whole
province, namely, the Warren Lodge, No. 1276, not represented, while a
conﬁiderable number of the lodges were represented by 20 to 30 brethren
each,

The minutes of the last annual meeting and subsequent special meetings
having been confirmed, the Provincial Grand Treasurer's financial state-
mentjwas adopted on the motion of Bro. Col. DEAN, P.P.G.W., Birkenhead.

Bro. Col. DeAN next moved, and Bro. H. Jackson, acting P.J.G.W.,,
seconded the adoption of the annual report of the Committee of Bene-
volence. This stated that the funds of the province remained in a very
satisfactory condition, and that the fees and dues payable by lodges
showed an improvement over last year. The amount standing to the credit
of the fund was £128. The sum of £105 had been subscribed from the
Provincial Fund of Benevolence to the R.M.I.LB. The amount subscribed
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during the year to the Cheshire M.B.I. was £133, which was regarded as
small for a ‘province of 52 lodges, though the report conceded that many
donations had been diverted by the Centenary Festival appeal in London,
The Committee of Management of the Cheshire Educational Institution has
educated and clothed 4S children, at a cost of £380. This Cpmmittee
especially thanked the brethren at Birkenhead for their great assistance to
the Institution at a time when the province was making a great effort to
raise £3coo for the Centenary Festival of the Boys' School.

The report was adopted. )

Bro. Earl EcerToN oF TaTTON, the Prov. G. Master, in the course of
his annual address, congratulated the brethren on the continual and
gradual spread of Freemasonry in the province, as shown by the fact that
to-day there were 2652 members of the Craft in the province compared
with 2466 last year. That was a substantial increase. He was also glad to
learn that all the returns of lodges had been duly sent in and all the dues
paid. He observed that the Committee of Benevolence had passed a reso-
lution inviting an annual subscription of two guineas from each lodge to the
Benevolent Institution. He thought that was'a very good suggestion.
They were already supporting seven pensioners, and with an additional
4100 a year they would be able to assist materially a further number of
deserving candidates. He had to thank the brethren of the province for
their response made to the appeals on behalf of the great Masonic Institu-
tutions in London. Having given such excellent support to the great
London Institutions, perhaps they might now take a step in advance, and
give further relief to those of their brethren in the province who might be
temporarily laid up or disabled by illness. (Applause.) There seemed to
him also to be one step further that Masonic Benevolerice might go, and he
believed it was a step that would have the support and sympathy of H.R,H.
the Prince of Wales, namely, that the province should have the power, by
subscribing to hospitals and convalescent homes, not necessarily within the
province, to send disabled or convale:scent brethren to those institutions.
(Applause.) He would ask the Committee of Benevolence to consider this
question, and make a report to the next Prov. G. l.odge. (* Hear, hear,”)

Bro. Sir HoraTio LLoyp, D.P.G.M., proposed for the office of Prov.
G. Treasurer the name of Bro. William Peers, P.M. 721 and 2609,
P.P.S.G.D.

Bro. Epwarp CuzNER, P.M. 425, seconded the nomination.

No other name was proposed, and the election was unanimous.

Bros. Peter Davies, Geo. Ivison, James Cockson, Thomas Markland,
and John Armstrong were elected Auditors.

The Prov. G. Master then appointed and invested his officers for the
ensuing year as follows : :
Bro. Sir J. T. Brunner, Bart,, M.P. ... Prov. S.G.\V.

.- Prov. J.G.W,

» Lilley Ellis ... .
»» Rev.C. R. Nunn } Prov. G. Chaps
Prov. G. Treas.

» Rev, ]J. E. Evans
»s  W. Peers, P.M. 721 and 2609
Prov. G. Reg.
" } Prov. 5.G.Ds.

» Arthur Walker
s John Crompton
} Prov. ]J.G.Ds.
Prov. G.S. of Wks.

. Dr.C.S. Brewer

» Col. A, Sidebottom
Prov. G.D.C.
Prov. D.G.D.C.

» Andrew H. Baird
» Hugh Lowndes

} Prov. A.G.Ds. of C.
Prov. G.S.B,

» Gordon Small
} Prov. G. Std. Brs.

» J. D. Penney
» 1% Russel Taylor
Prov. Asst, G. Sec.

» Mark Olliver
» John Watt...
» Dr.C. W. Bennett ...
» Capt. A. N, Shaw
Samuel Davies
» ] Ferguson... ree es

o . F.Swift .. “ w. Prov.G. Org.
» W, Williams ... Prov. G, Purst.
» R, B. Blakehurst . Prov. Asst. G. Purst,
s A. Whittaker o)
n L. S\./Dj;eiper v |
T. W. Atkinson
"' P.H. Lockwood, 425 ... }Pro"' G. Stwds,

,» Dean Sutcliffe, 979 ...
s F. Coveney, 721
On leaving the Town Hall the brethren, in full Masonic regalia, were
formed into procession, and marched to the Cathedral, where a service was
held and an offertory was made on behalf of the Cheshire Masonic
Charities.
A banquet was afterwards held in the Council Chamber at the Town
Hall.

IMPRESSIONS.

‘The Speculative Mason of to-day is not engaged as was his ancient
brother. The Entered Apprentice is no longer a bearer of burdens. The
Fellow Cralft is no longer a hewer in the mountains, nor is the Master Mason

an oversesr of the work. The ancient Craftsman was employed in squiring

the ashlar. The Craftsman of to-day, with spotless apron, is squaring his
actions with the square of virtue. Instead of trying the perpendicular and

proving the horizontal, he is travelling upon the level of time to that undis-
covered country from which no traveller returns.  The quarry in which we
are labouring is the busy, thronging world.  Our hearts are the trestle-
boards upon which designs have been laid out. Our lives are the stones
with which we are erecting that spiritual building, that house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.

It cannot be denied that there are many men who become Masons,
actuated, not by a love of their fellow-man, not by a desire to promote the
cause of Ifreemasonry, but rather from selfish motives.  Their sole desire
is to advance their own interests by building up their fortunes through the
labour of others. They seek Masonic wages rather than the opportunity of
honestly earning them. Many such men very early terminate their lodge
membership by demit or failure to pay dues. Their excuse is that Masonry
did them no good. But having done Masonry no good, having failed in the
performance of Masonic labour, they sought to draw wages when none were
their due, and were doomed to disappointment, as will be every individual
who seeks Masonic wages in his own personal aggrandisement.

It is the imperative duty of every lodge to be thoroughly satisfied that
each candidate for Masonic honours is a man of excellent character and
habits. Men may deceitfully gain admission into our lodges through false
pledges, just as there was one false man among the Twelve. There have
been bad men in every human society since the beginning of time. Not
every Mason has been true to his vows, nor consistent with his obligations.
There is not a church but has its hypocrites, not 2 dogma but has its
recreants. It is unreasonable to expect perfection in any human institution.
Humanity is weak and erring. \Vhile precepts are perfect, practice often -
fails. But in an institution where every man must come of his own free
will and accord, wheére each one is subject to thorough investigation, and
where each one must pass a unanimous ballot, we may reasonably expect to
find men of the highest type of manhood, men wh are capable of living as
exponents of the philosophy of Masonry.

Masonry is an organised expression of man’s trust in his fellow-man,
Every lodge which admits a man to membership recommends and unani-
mously indorses him as a man of honour and veracity. Thereisno Masonic
obligation which requires one Mason to do business with another. But
when one Mason does meet another in the marts of commerce he has every
reason to expect that he will be dealt with on the square. It is part of the
duty of every Mason to be honest in his dealings with his brethren. To
receive honest, {air treatment at the hands of brethren is part of the wages
due to every member of the Craft; and that Mason who will act otherwise
in his transactions with those who put their trust in him brands himself as a
liar and a hypocrite, worthy of the contempt and detestation of all good
men and Masons.

It is beyond dispute that solicitation in Masonry, even though it may

bring members and revenue at the time, does not payin the end. The
writer calls to mind the administration of an energetic Master, during whose
term of office 21 names were added to the roll of membership. At the
expiration of five years 12 of that number had been suspended for non-
payment of dues, and several mo-e were hanging in the balance. That a
large number of these brethren entered Masonry through solicitation is nat
denied, but that their affiliation with the lodge was a detriment is fully
proven by the above. The rapid increase of members and consequent
financial prosperity, to the exclusion of Masonic principles, will drive any
Masonic Institution into bankruptcy, and constitutes one of the greatest
Masonic evils of the day.
" The great lesson of Masonic brotherhood is epitomised in the Golden
Rule, ai:d expressed in the Five Points of Fellowship. These five admoni-
tions bind us together in a sympathetic union. They contain the funda-
mental principles of Freemasonry. They should constitute the creed of
every Mason. They should lead us, in our prayers, to remember a brother’s
welfare, as well as our own, to keep sacred within our breasts the confidences
which are imparted to us, to stretch forth our hands to keep a brother from
falling, and to hold his reputation with our own ; to tenderly whisper in his
ear that warning which is his due, and that counsel which his error and
reformation may require, and, above all, to be ready to go out of our wayto
assist him when in distress.  Just in proportion as the above are put into
practice, just in that proportion are we doing as we would be done by,—
Illinois Freemason,

OFFICER AND PRIVATE.

BAsEp oN THE EXPERIENCE OF SOLDIERS,

Thirty odd years ago, a Peoria soldier serving in the Civil War dropped
out of the ranks on a long march. He was fagged beyond his powers of
endurance, and fell by the wayside. While he lay there gathering strength
to follow his command, a mounted officer came along and saw him, as he
had seen hundreds of others, lying in their extremity, unable to go any
farther. He stopped his horse and questioned the weary soldier. He asked
where he was from, and after a moment or two of conversation ordered him
to mount brhind on his horse.  In that way an officer in the uniform of a
United States general carried a tired Peoria private into camp,

Last night Bro. Gen. John C. Smith stood in the asylum of Peoria con-
sistory, and spoke a few pleasant words to John A, Bush, of this city,
alluding to the fact that they had been warm friends for many years, He
was the general, and John was the private who was carried on horseback
into camp.—/Peoria Fournal.

FRIENDSHIP

WARTIVIANN & Co., L.To.,

78 to 77, COW CROSS ST., LONDON, E.C., and 918, HIGH ROAD, TOTTENHAM,
Manufacturers of High-Class Cigars.

Prices from
3/3 to 30/- per 100

SAMPLES AND PRICE LIST SENT ON APPLICATION,




