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REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.
@enft IWasonry,

FORTITUDE AND OLD CUMBERLAND
LODGE (No. 12).—This very ancient lodge met on
Monday last at the Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-strect,
There were present Bros. Wm. Browne Kidder, W.AL;
D. Nicol, S.W.; W, H. Bateman, [.\W.; Henry Mowur,
S.D ; R. Coombes, J.D.; and W. H. G. Rudderforth,
1.G.; and a large attendance of  the  brethren
The working of the lodge was that of initiating Mr,
Frederick Cantor, into the Order as a country member, the
ceremony was ably performed by the W.M.  Aftr the
ceremony of initiation was disposed of, and the byc-laws
having been read by the Sec., Bro, Alfred Suclgrove, the
lodge proceeded to ballct for the clection of a WAL for
the ensuing year, when the 8.W. (Bro, Nicol) was unani-
mously clected.  Bro. Ruf, P.M., then proposed that a
P.M.’s jewel should be presented to the retiting W.M,, Bro.
William Browne Kidder, as he had rendercd the cere-
monics in that lodge in such an able manner, as had
not usually been done by the brethren for years past, and
he felt very proud in having such a brother as the W.M.
had proved himsell coming into the rank of the P.AL's,
and was sure that, although his year of office had nearly
expired, Masonry would not lose the good offices of Bro.
Kidder.  Bro. Raynam W. EStewart, P.M,, said be bad
very great pleasure in seconding Bro. Ruf's proposition,
and in doing so said he felt sure that no one who had
heard Bro. Kidder do his work could but appreciate the
admirable manner the ceremonies had been gone through,
and the way the ledge had been governed during the ycear
he had presided over them as W, Master.  The vote was
then put and unanimously carried. TheW. M, then thanked
the brethren for their kindness, and the lodge was closed
in due form. Thebrethren then retired to the banquet-hall,
and partook of a sumptuous banquet, such as is usually pro-
vided by those well-known caterers of the Craft, Bros, Pain-
ters. The banquet wasfollowed by the usual Masonic toasts
of ¢ The Most Worshipful Grand Master, H.R.H. the Prince
of Wales,” &c., which were respectively received by the
brethren with bonours. “The Health of the WAL wasthen
proposed by Bro. George Angold, the LP.M., who said that
it afforded him great pleasure in proposing the toast, and
yet it gave him pain—he said he was 2 man for very few
words, but what he was going to say he could assure
them came from the very bottom of bis heart. In giving
the toast he felt a pleasure in proposing the health of such
an excellent and perfect working Mason as the WM., and
pain in knowing that it was the last time he, Bro, Angold,
would occupy the pesition as LPNM,, and of baving the
pleasure of sitting so necar to his Worshipful brether, at
Jeast for a twelvemontb, who to hear was to admire, and
he sincercly trusted that health and prosperity would attend
Bro. Kidder for many years to come, a sentiment which he
was sure came from the heart of every brother present.
The toast was drank with the mest fraternal feclings of
respect andregard. ‘The W.AM, in replying said he was
unable fully to express to Bro, Angold and the bretbren
how sensibly he felt his gratitude was due to them fer the
uniform kindness wtich he had received during his yearof
office in assisting him in the cischarge of his official dutics,
and particulasly for their marked approval of his services by
voting him a Past Master's jewel, which he should wear
with the greatest pride and satisfaction, as an acknow-
ledgment that the lodge was sensible that hie, the WM,
had carried out to their satisfaction the duties be bad
ur dertaken, and that he fclt himself highly flattered by the
manner his bealth had been drunk Ly the brethren, and
wished them and the lodge every possible prosperity,
The W.M. then proposed * ‘The Health of Bro. Nicol, the
Worshipful Master elect.” He said there was no brother
more entitled to the honcurable positien of Worshipful
Master than Bro. Nicol, asd which office he was very
plrased had that evening been conferred upon him by the
unanimous vote of the brethren.  The WM. remmuiked
that Bro. Nicol had already passed thirty degrees in Ma-
sonry, and had gained the confidence of the bicthran by
bhis gencrous disporition and his marked liberality in sop-
porting the Masenic Charities, he being a Vice-President
of one Institution, and bad that ¢vening decided to repre-
sent the ledge as Steward to the Masonic Benevolent In-
stitution at the forthcoming fustival, and then make
hims¢If a Vice-President of that one also. Thetoast was
drank with much enthusiasm, and on Bro. Nicol rising to
seply, the brethren grected him very loudly. Bro. Nicol

said he thanked the Worshipful Master very much, and
also the brethren for what they had said of him, and felt
very pleased indecd for their kindness in clecting him as
Worshipful Master. He assured them that he would do
the utmost that he could for the lodge, and for every
brother in it, and he hoped that his year of office would be
as pleasant to him as it had been to Bro. Kidder, for whom
he had a very great regard and should mnever forget his
kindness. Bro. Raynham W, Stewart, P.A., suggested to
the brethren the propricty of voting some testimonial to
Bro. Ruf, P.S. (the Treasurer of the ledge), as a mark of
their approval of his cxcellent qualitics, and the esteem in
which he was held.  Bro. Stewart said he would volunteer
his services by calling & meccting at his office to decide
what form of testimonial should be given, and he hoped
that the W.AL, Bro. Kidder, might during his year of of-
fice have the opportunity of presenting Bro. Ruf with the
testimonial,  The brethren with loud acclamation demon-
strating of their approval, immediately named several of
the brethren to act as Committe~-men.  The Worshipful
Master then followed on with the usval remaining formal
toasts, and the brethren then separated, after spending an
enjoyable evening.

ILION AND LAMB LODGE (No. 192),—The
December meeting of the above lodge was held on Thurs-
day, the 6th inst., at the Cannon.street Hotel.  Brethren
present: Bros. Edward Joncs, W.M.; Legg, S.W.3 I,
Fellows, J.W.; George Kenning, Treasurer ; George New-
man, P.M.; Thos. Cohu, P.M.; Edw. King, P.M.; Geo.
Abbott, P.M. ; Cook, Carter, Lucas, Pratt, Bright, Haynecs,
Dast, Lorkin, Sparrow, Copeland, Perkins, Kent, Mayo,
Goddard, and Arkell. Visitors : Bro. Everett, P.M., and sev-
cral others, The minutes of the last mecting were read
and confirmed. The brethren supped together.,

LODGE OF ISRAEL (No. 205).—The brethrn
of this Jodge held their usual meeting at the Cannon-
street Hotel, on Tuesday evening last.  Bro. L. P,
Cohen, the WL, presided, and was maost ably supposted
by his officers, Bros. A, M. Coher, POM. and S.W.; A.
Bassington, J.W.; H. G, Phillips, 8.D.; Z, Norden, 1.G3
Chas, Coote, ‘I'rensurer; C. F. Hogard, P.M., Secretary ;
W. Littuar, P.M., and Francis Buckland, P.M.  The min-
utes of the previous lodge meeting having been confirmed,
Bros. J. H. Lobil, and H. Sol. Myers were raised tothe Sub-
lime Degree, the ceremony in each instance being most
ably worked by the W.M, and his officers. A ballot was
taken for Mr. Louis H. Leon, and found unanimous in his
favour, and that gentleman was duly initiated. Upon the
motion of Bro. A. M, Cohen, the following resolution, of
which he had given notice at the previous mceting, hav-
ing been duly seconded, was carried unanimously :—*“That
Bro. Emanuel Gompers, Bro. Joseph Raphael, and
Bro. Francis Buckland, be, and they are hereby elected
trustees of the Lodge of Israel Benevolent Fund in place
of the present trustees, several of whom are no longer
members of this lodgen

GOLDEN RULE LODGE (No. r261).—
The regular December meeting of this prosperous lodge
was held at the Air-street Masonic Hall, on Tuesday, the
Jthinst.  Bros. Perry Godfrey, W.M.; F. G. Longiey,
S.W.y  Jo Jessup, JW.5 J. Lewis, SD.3 W,
Embden, ].D.; E. Payne, Org.; H. Adkins, LG. ;
Past Masters Bros. A. Cross, A, Allworth, and R. God-
dard, and other brethren, Visitors: Bros. S, H, Head,
P.G.S,; F. West, P.G.R, Surrcy; W. H. Pannell, 180 ;
J. Strachan, 103 A. Vyse, 923 W, Marshall, |.D. 15403
F. Fcllows, S.W. 1679, J.W. 1923 H. Beardshaw, 14;
F.Biggs, P.M, 12615 and A, Godfrey, 193. The business cf
the lodge consisted of initiation of Mr, S, S. Williams,
passing of Bros. R. Wrench and W. Shepherd, and raising
of Bro. W, H. lavers. The W.M. was excellent in the
working of cach degree. The S.W,, Bro. G. Longley
was unanimously elected WM., and Bros. Wilking, Diane?
and Davis appointed on the Audit Committee, and a
speeial Past Master’s jewel presented to the 1P, Master
for scrvices rendered during bis year of office.  The lodge
was then closed in due form, and the brethren adjourned
to banquet room, where a récherché banquet was well
served,  The WML here, as in lodge, was excellent, and
in proposing the Officer’s toast was exceedingly happy in
the effective bat gentlemanly manner in requesting  the
officers to be punctual in attendance.  We quite agree with
the W.DM,, that without punctuality a lodge cannot excel,
however geod in working., It is a duty officers owe to
the WML, members of Jodge, and the Ciaft in general,

ST. CLEMENT DANE'S LODGE (No. 1331).
~—The monthly mecting of this lodge was held as usual
at the King's Head Hotel, Strand, on the first Thursday in
the month, and was, as is generally the case, well at-
tesided by those connected with the Jodge, whilst several
visitors were present. Bro. Geo, Wilson, the WAL, occu-
pied the chair of K.S., and the degrees were worked 3 Bro.
Thos. Carr was raised, and Mr. W. Henry e May was
initiated into the mysterics of our Order.  Bros. Porter,
S.W.s . Wigg, J.W., were present in their respective
places, as were Bros. J. Batler, 5.D.; W, H. Perryman,
J.D.; E. Barnes, 1.G. 5 and during the evening amongst
those whose names were duly entered in the ludge book
were Bros, T. Parker, P.M.(Freas); W, Hilton, P.M. (8cc.) ;
D. Betts, PAL; W. Hamilten, .M. ; W, Hale, P.M; G,
A. Littlewood, P.M.; W, Steward, PAL; W. Wiseman,
E. Fisher, W. H. Hall (Freemason), A, Betts, A, Price, ).
Welch, W, B. Date, K. Swanbhorough, the Rev. J. Graham,
W, H. Harwar, J. B. Grieve, W, Dickens, E. Metherell,
J. Hodges, lsancson, Hutton (2) and others.  As the
working of the lodge was nearing its conclusion, Bro.
Hilton, the excdllent Scerctary, in terms as appropriate as
expressive, called attention to the lamented death of Bro,
the late respected  Supt. James Mctr, of the A"
division, whose cheery  face and  good  society
will unfortunately no longer be seen at this lodge. The
worthy Secretary moved that a vote of condolence be sent
to the family of the deccased, cxpressive of the great grief
that 'the Jodge has felt and they bave sustained in the loss

of so affectionate a father, Bro. W. H. Hall asked the
W.M. to allow him to second the motion, as he was pro-
posed in the Craft by their departed brother. He paid an
cminent tribute to the goodness of the deceased, both in
mind and heart, and related that how withia a few hours of
Bro. Mott’s deceasce he had called on him to condole with
him and give him a word of comiort in a sad domestic
bereavement which had just befallen him. Bro. Hale,
P.AL, in terms of friendship supported the proposition, and
took the opportunity of reminding the brethren of Miss
Emily Mott's concert on the succecding Friday, and during
the evening he disposed of a good many tickets for that
always exccllent musical treat. Lodge being closed, the
brethren sat down to an excellent banquet, at which the
usual loyal and Masonic toasts were duly paid atteation to.
During the evening reference was made by the WM.
to the split with the Grand Orient of France, and there
was an unmistakeable manifestation on the part of the
brethren that its divergence from the fundamental principle
of the ancient Order of Masonry was met onc to commend
itsclf to their sympathies.

KENNINGTON LODGE (No.1381).—A strong
mecting f this Jodge took place on the 4th inst., at the
Surrcy Club House, Kennington Oval, when there were
present, amongst others, Bros. H. Higgins, W.M.;
Drysdale, P.M., acting S.W.; Walls, P.G.O. Middlescx,
J.-W.; G. Everett, P.M. Domatic, LP.M.; Page, P.G.S,,
Treas. ; Street, P.M. 41, Sec.; Kohler, S.D.; Speedy, J.D.;
Webb, I.G.; Honeywell, P.M.; Dobie, Asst. Org.; Robin-
son, D.C.; Marston, W.S.; Stokes, A.W.S.; and Past
Masters Mann, Koch, Gardner, and Pope. Thz visitors
were Bros. J. Pope, P.M. 177 ; G. F. Smith, G. Smith, jun.,
and Downics, all of 188. The minutes of the previous
mecting having been read and confirmed, the W.M, pas-
sed Bros. Martin, Pim, Stevenson and Barry, and initiated
Mr. Charles Webster, the ceremonies being carefully per-
formed.  There being no other business of importance
before the lodge, it was duly closed, and the brethren
adjourned to an cxcellent repast, which was well catered
for by Bro. Timewell, and at its conclusion the prelimi-
naiy and time-honoured loyal and Craft toasts were donc
full justice to. In proposing ¢ The Health of the
W.M,, Bro. Everett, the LP.M., that Bro. Higgins had
been honourably connected with the lodge since its found-
ation, He had always been most punctual in his attend-
ance, he was a most excellent working Mason, and ever
ready to assist others in the discharge of their duties.
He laboured under great physical difficulties in the ren-
dering of the ritual in conscquence of loss of voice, and
therefore in his endeavours to surmount those difficulties
he was worthy of their most warm and hearty commen-
dations, The W.M. having briefly replied, proposed “The
Initiate.”  In the course of his remarks he said that they
had received into their Lodge that evening as a member,
one who he felt assured would reflect great credit on the
Kennington Lodge. He wished however, particularly to
impress upon their newly-admitted brother, that amongst
others there were two very important principles in Free-
masonry to be remembered, namely,“Charity,and Brotherly
Love,” which, if properly exercised, net only reflected
lustre upon the brethren, but set an example worthy of
being emulated by those who were strangers to their
mysteries, This toast having been rcceived with excel-
lent “fire  the brother thus honoured made a neat reply by
thanking them for the wreat and hearly reception they
had accorded him that evening.  He had been impressed
with the ceremony.  He had had for some time past a
great desire to join their ranks, and so deep was the in-
terest already f:0t by him in the Craft that he fervently
hoped that he should never do anything that would dis-
grace Freemasonry, or lower him in the esteem of those
scated round that festive board, and that if in his humble
way he could advance the welfare of the Urder, or promote
the interests of any of its members, he would cheerfully
and unhesitatingly doso. The remaining toasts, in con-
sequence of the lateness of the hour, were given but for-
mally, and for the same urgent reasons but briefly
acknowledged.

CARNARVON LODGE (No. 15%2).—The fol-
lowing is the reply of Bro. Terry in response to the toast
of the Masonic Charitics, omitted from our last:—

Bro. Terry, in responding, s4id he rose to return thanks
on behalf of the Masonic Institutions in the warmest man-
ner he possibly could, in response to the kind way in which
the W.AIL had thought fit to submit the toast tothe mem-
bers of the Carnarvon Lodge.  He felt especial pleasure
in responding to the toast, because he knew that ever
since the formation of the lodge it had done all it possi-
bly could to furthcr the interests of the three great Institu-
tions, and he wonld Nustrate this in the most practical
form, by saying that the LW, in the kindest manner
came forward this time last year as Steward for the
Benevolent  Jnstitution at the festival, in Febroary.
How successfully he carried out this Stewardship was
patent to the members of the lodge, for they knew he
carried in nearly £f100.  This was the first time since
that festival that he had an opportunity of thanking
the lodge for its very handsome donation of £z0, which
it placzd on the list of Bro. Nelson Reed on that occasion.
The Institution bad during the present year an wvnex-
ampled career of prosperity, and he believed that when the
end of the present month arrived they would be able to
say that the year 1877 was the most prosperous they had
ever had.  He thooght they would total up some
L12,000 or Li3000, and  after such  a  result
they  might  very  quickly put  aside  altogether
any remak  that  might  be  made hy  the
outside world as to Freemasonry being an cating,
drinking, and convivial sccicty. He could merely hope
that other eating, drinking and convivial socicties, when
they had institutions to support, might be able to show as
good a result in one year as the Freemasons.  lle was
afraid that in the coming year the Institutions would not
have as much success as they had had in the past. An
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enormous amount of money had gonc out of the country
in charitable objects.  To cometo what the Masonic Insti-
tutions had dene—the Benevolent Institution had placed
thirty additional annuitants oa its list ; the Girls’ School bad
taken twenty-five additional girls ; and in April the Boys'
Schiool would take in twesty-one additional boys 5 so that
there weuld be an incrcase over any preceding year of
seventy-five or seventy'six persons receiving the benefits of
the Institutions. He had been told by the excellent brother
who was acting as LP.M, that whether the Carnarvon
Lodge was able to send a Steward or not, there would be
a donation from the lodge's coffers to the Benevolent
Institution, That was a promise he very much esteemed,
and he should have much pride in reporting it to his com-
mittee at their next meeting.  This was not ouly done in
the Carnarvon Lodge but in others, and notably there was
one, which was a representative one, of which the Assist-
ant Grind Secretary of England, now present, was a mem-
ber, which had for years and ycars gone by, when it was
not so fashionable as now to have Stewards, sent a
Steward; he spoke of the Egyptian Lodge, No, 27, which
had laid a foundation and built a structure upon it which
was highly honourable. Twenty-five years ago, Bro. Buss
told the members of that lodge that Freemasonry was not
worthy of being called Freemasonry unless some practical
good resulted from its meetings. How well it had followed
up those precepts might be judged of from the fact that
this Egyptian Lodge was one of the most distinguished
lodges in the calendar, and he (Bro, Terry) was proud to
have the opportunity of saying in another lodge than Bro.
Buss's own, of acknowledging what it had done in fol-
lowing up his advice. He hoped that many in the Car-
narvon Lodge would follow so bright an example, and
would suppott those who asked them to contribute.  The
Masoni¢ Institutions could not be supported by any

appeal to the outside world; they diffared  es-
sentially from all others in the country; others had the
whole population of England to appeal to; the Masonic
Institutions could only appeal to the Craft,  The brethren
knew in their several spheres they were called upou to sup-
port other charities; and therefore the more honour was
it to them, that while supporting other chaiitics they
supported the Masonic Charities so well.  Freemasonry
was not essentially a close charity, as was evidenced by

the fact that during the present year more than L5300
had been given to objects outside the Order—£ 4000 to the
Lifeboat Institution, L1000 to the Famine of india, £200

to the distress by the fire in New Brunswick, and £100 to

relief in Pera,  1f other cases of distress arose, he was
surc that at next Grand Lodge further relicf would be ex-
tended.  He thought this was a suflicient answer, if one
was needed by a “ Wayside” traveller (Bro. Goflin),
when he beard Freemasons accused  of being an
cating, diinking, and convivial society.  He ven-
tured to hope that on the 13th February next, when

the first Masonic festival of the new year would take
place, some brother would volunteer his services as a
Steward from this lodge, and that a sum of money would
be voted for him to take up, and the prestige of the lodge
be thus supported. It was on behalf of 280 poor old men
and women he spoke, who were receiving a sum of
L10,040 a year. The Institution had only L2300 per-
manent income; and it had to pay away £L10,040, in-

dependent of working expenses. 1t was an enormous
sum to raise from the individual kindly feeling of the
brethren of each lodge to keep the Institution going.

There were 44 candidates coming on for the next clection

already, and there were yet two more months in which

other candidates might be added. He had no doubt there-
fore that there would be as many as 70 candidates clam-

owing for admission when next May arrived. There
were now 17  vacancies only; and could the
brethren in the face of that, after they had been

enjoying themselves so much at the hands of the Car-
narvon Lodge, refuse to support a Steward on  behalf of
the poor old men and poor old women., He hoped to have
the pleasure of taking away with him the name of a
brother who would represent the Carnarvon Lodge. He
was confident there never would be an appeal made to the
hearts and sympathics of the members of this lodge
without a ready response being given to it, when the

object was one that must commend itself to the feelings’

and affections of every Freemason in England.
BATH.—Royal Cumberland Lodge (No 41).
—A regular meeting of this ancient lodge was held at the
Masonic Hall, Bath, on the 6th inst. The lodge was
opened punctually at 7.30 pm., the W.M, Bro. F. Wilkin-
son, in the chair, supported by Bro. Brown, G.S.W, of
Somerset, LPM. 41, &c.; and Bro, Datton, P.M,, &c
The officers generally were in their usual places—Bros*
Ashley, Treas,, P.M. ; G. Falkner, S.W.; C. Wilkinson*
JW.; F.Gumnier, $.D.; W, Hunt, J.D.; P. Braham,
Sec.; C. W. Radway, L.G,; Bigwood, Tyler. Captain,
Robinson Steward, the Director of Ceremonies, was absent,
but the duties of his office were ably performed by Bros.
Moutrie, P.M, and Rubie, P.M.  After the usual routine
business of reading and confirming the minutes of the Jast
regular lodge, and the cmergeney, held on November 21st,
a candidate, Mr. John Chivers, was presented for initiation,
and the ceremony was very ably, and we may say most
impressively, performed by the W.M,, the charge being
given by the Treasurer, Bro. Ashley, P.M.  After his
being dismissed the lodge was opened in the Second De-
gree, and Bro, Wilton, hayving been carefully examined,
was duly prepared and passed to the degree of Fellow
Cralt, receiving from the W.M. the privileges of this
degree.  T'he working tools were in cach case presented
by the S.W., Bro. Falkner, in his usual clear and impres-
sive manner. The lodge was then closed down, and the
W.M. informed the brethren that he represented the Royal
Cumberland Lodge at the recent meeting of Prov. Grand
Lodge at Taunton, and congratulated Bro. Brown, L.I.M.,,
on his having received the high honour from the hands

of the R.W. Prov. Grand Master of Somerset, the Earl of
Carnarvon, of the collar and office of P.G.S.W. of Som-
erset, in recognition of his indefatigable exertions in Ma-
sonry during his connection with the Reyal Cuomberland
Lodge, No. 1. Bro. Ashley then informed the Iadge that
the son of a deceased brother, highly esteemed, not only
in No. 41, but in scveral other lodges to which be had
belonged (Bro. Cooper, P.)M,, &c.), bad been placed on the
list of candidates for the Boys® Schoul. A resolution was
passed, proposed by Bro. Falkner, S.W., and scconded
by Bro. Hunt, to purchase two M.M. aprons for the usc of
visitors in the lodge. A donation of two guincas was
voted to the family of a deceased distressed brother—
Serjt. Major Anderson.  There were present Bros. Brewer,
Wilcox, Stiles, Mann, Ames, Holmes, Sumsion Davis,
Dill, Peach, Murlis, Mercer, and others, The lodge was
closed in perfect harmony at 10.5 pom.
SUNDERLAND.—Phoenix Lodge (No. g4).
—This old lodge held its regular morthly meeting on
Dec. sth, when Bro. W, W, Collie, S.W., and Prov. G.S. of
W., was duly installed as Worshipful Master, the LP.L,
Bro. J. D. Todd, acting as Installing Master, a large num-
ber of brethren and visitors from the various lodges being
present.  Uhe manner in which the interesting ceremony
was done by Bro. Todd gave great satisfaction, and the
very efficient manner in which the newly installed Master
invested his officers, and the neat address that he gave to
cach officer, was the subject of much praisc and applause.
The lodge being closed, the brethren adjourned to refresh-
ment. The usual Masonic and other toasts were given. The
newly installed Master read a paper, giving a very graphic
history of the lodge, from the first granting of the
warrant down to the present time, which was received with
great applause, and a very enjoyable evening was spent.
The following brethren were appointed to the various offi-
ces: J. D, Todd, LPAL; M. Frampton, SW,.; E. Sut.
herst, J.W.; Jno. Riscborough, Treasurer; J. J. Stiles,
Secretary ; W. Whinham, Organist; J. Dixon, 8.D.; T.
R. Smart, J.D.; Jno. Ross, 1.G.; j. W. Brown, Tyler;
John Hudson and W. Bailes, Stewards.
LEICESTER.—St. John's Lodge (No. 279).—
The brethren of this lodge assembled in goodly numbers
at the Freemasons' Hall, Halford-street, on the sth inst.,
to transact their usual monthly business, and to elect the
Waorshipful Master for the ensuing year.  Bro. C, E.
Stretton, W.M., occupicd the chair, and was supported by
his officers, and several Past Masters.  The preliminaries
having been attended to in due form, Bros. Coulson and
Dr. Johaoston were examined as Entered Apprentices, and
passed to the degree of Fellow Craft,  The ceremony was
ably perfornied by the W.M,, and Bro. Smith, P.M.,, gave
the lecture of the degree.  In consideration of the claims
of many aspirants to office, Bro, C. E. Stretton declined
to undertake the duties of WM. for another year, and
the choice of the brethren fell upon Bro. G. W, Statham,
under whose direction the lodge is likely to be maintained
in the same thorough state of efficiency that now marks
it as the leading lodge of the province. During the tem-
porary absence of the W.M. the chair was occupied by
Bro. McAllister, LP.M., and the following resolution was
submitted, and carried unanimously : “That Bro. Kenning
be requested to supply a Past Master’s jewel, with a suit-
able inscription, to be presented at the installation mect-
ing to the retiring W.M,, in recognition of his valuable
services during the past year., ‘These services comprise
seven initiations, ten passings, nine raisings, and three
joinings.  The Mayor of the borough (Bro. Clement
Stretton, P.M.) visited the lodge during the evening, to
witness the workmanlike manner in which his son, the
young W.M,, gave the finishing touch to the business of
the year, and in responding to the toast of his health, the
Mayor alluded to the sad phases of social life which came
under his observation in the discharge of his magisterial
duties, and pleasingly contrasted them with the harmony
and concord which pervade a Masonic lodge.
BATH.—Lodge of Honour (No. 379).—The
annual Installation meeting was held at the Masonic Hall,
on Monday, Dec, 1oth, when the lodge was opened at g
p.m. by Bro. H. Gore, W.M., supported by Bros. Dr, H.
Hopkins, P.P.G.S.W., acting as LP.M. ; H, Culliford Hop-
kins, S.W. ; Dickenson, J.W.; Davis, P.M,, Scc; Johnson,
J.D.; Dill, P.M. go6, as L.G.; Bartrum, P.M.; and the
following visitors, besides the members of 379 : Bros. Gen.
Doherty, P.M. 53 and gof, P.P.G.S.W.; J. L, Stothert,
P.AL 53, P.P.G.SW.; W, R, Wood, P.P.G.S.W. for
Sussex ; Col. Ford, P.M. 53, P.P.G.R.; F, J. Brown, P.M.
41, P.G.S.W,; Kirkham, P.P.G.].\WV, for Huats; Dill, P.AL
906, P.G. Pours, ; W, Smith, P.M, 53; W. Williamson,
W.M. 9063 5. Edwards, W.M, 533 I, Wilkinson, W.M.
4t Freeman, Steward go6. The minutes having been
read and confirmed, Bro: Stothert in earnest terms solicited
the support of the lodge to render help to the family of a
highly respected deceased brother, cspecially with a view
to the admission of one of his boys into the Masonic
School. A grant of two guineas was made to the widow
of another brother, A ballot was taken for one candidate
for initiation’ and another for joining, beth of which proved
favourable. The lodge was opened in the Second Degree.
Bro. Else, D.P.G.M.,, then entered, was reccived with due
honours, and took the chair of W.M, Bro. H. C. Hopkins
was presented for installation by two P.M.’s, and was
obligated as W.M. clect in the usual form, after which the
lodgre was opened in the Third Degree, and all under the
rank of W.M, reticed. A Board of Installed Masters was
constituted, and the new W.M. was duly inducted into the
chair of K.S. The Board was closed, the brethren re-
admitted, and the remainder of the ceremony was cffectively
carried out. The following appointments and investments
were made : Bros, H. Gore, LP.M,. and Treas, ; Dickenson,
S,W.; Dr. Fisher, JLW.; Johnson, Sec.; Baldwin, S.D.;
Rev. — Saunderson, ].D.; Davis, P.M., kindly undertook
the office of L.G. temporarily ; Guzzard, Tyler. The lodge
having been resumed in the Second and afterwards in the

——

First Degree, the WM. very neatly expressed his apprecia.
tion of the high position he then hield, and gave hopes of
good progress during his year of office. "T'wo candidates
were proposed, one for initiation and the other asa joining
member.  Votes of thanks were passed to the D.P.G A

and also to the visitors, which were appropriately rcspondcé
tc by the former, and by the W.AL's of Nos. 41 and 53 op
behalf of and as representatives of the latter.  The I(;dgc
was closed at £ p.m.,, and an adjournment took place g
the Castle Hetel for a banquet, which was provided Y

Bro. Rubie with his usual skill and attention to the uests,
It should be added that a singular concurrence of
unfortunate circumstances prevented the attendance of
many old and attached members of the lodge, who hag
signified their intention to be present both during the
Masonic proceedings and at the banquet.

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Tees Lodge (No,
509).—The annual festival of the above lodge was held
on the 6th inst,  Bro. Alex. lley was instalied Wor.
shipful Master, the ceremony bring ably performed by
Bro. W. M. Watson, P.M., P.P.J.G.D.  Bro. Iley being
duly installed, he then appointed the following as his
officers : S.W,, C. M. Norman ; J.W.,, C. Maorris ; Chaplain,
Rev. G. Reberts ; Treasurer, John Robinson 5 Sceretary, J.
S. Hart; 5.D., T. Brayshay; J.D., E. D. Brown; 1G,,
R. Ventren; Organist, J. Thompson ; Stewards, Dr. Wat-
son and F, L. Fullerton; Tyler, T, Trenholm,  The fol-
lowing brethren were also present;  Bros. Joseph Dodds,
P.M., P.P.GS.W, ; John Hunton, P.M., P.P.G.LD.;
Wiliam M. Watson, P.M., P.P.GJ.D.; Bolsover,
LP.M.,, P.G.R.; Juhn Robinson, P.M., togcether with
numerous other Past Masters. The brethren, numbering
nearly 8o, dined together in the banqueting hall, the
newly installed Master presiding.

HARTLEPOOL.—St. Helen’s Lodge (No.
531).—The annual installation and festival of this lodge
was held at Hartlepool on the 6th inst., when the ceremony
of installing the W.M. clect, Bro, James Horsley, was im-
pressively performed by Bro. Dr. Moore, }.P., PP J.G.W,
At the close of the ceremony, the W.M. appointed the fol-
lowing officers, viz.:—Bios. F. Bennett, S.W.; J. Spof-
forth, J.W.3 Johnson, P.M. (Preceptor); W. Shaw, re-
elected Treasurer; G. W. H, Winter, Secietary ; Quincey,
S.D.; Gregory, J.D.; Dring, 1.G.; S. Armstrong, D.C.;
Taylor, Org.; Mowbray, Tyler; Patterson, S.S.; and
Garratt and Stobart, J.S. At the close of the lodge, the
brethiren partook of a splendid banquet, provided by Bro.
C. Humble, at the Cleveland Hotel,

COCKERMOUTH.— Skiddaw Lodge (No.
1002).~—The monthly meeting of this lodge was held on
Tuesday evening, the 4th inst,, in the lodge rooms,
Station-street, Cockermouth, There were present Bros.
R. Robinson, P.M, and Treasurer, as W, M., in the abscnce
of Bro. W, Taylor, W.M., who, however, arrived in the
middle of the business ; A, Taylor, P.M. 310; Carlisle, as
S.W.; W. H. Lewthwaite, P.M. and Organist, as J.W.;
Dr. H. Dodgson, P.M.; las. Black, as Secretary, vice
Bro. W. F. Lamonby, P.M. and Secretary, absent in
Scotland; W. Shilton, P.M. ; Tom Bird, $.D.; and about
a dozen others. The minutes of the preceding ordinary,
as also committee meetings, having been read and con-
firmed, the lodge was opened in the Second Degree, and
Bro. the Rev. Canon Hoskins, M.A., proved his proficiency,
was entrusted, and retired.  The lodge then being opencd
in the ‘Third Degree, the rev, brother named was 1aised to
the Sublime Degree of M.M. by the W.M. in the chair.
The lodge was next severally reduced to the Second and
First Degrees, when Messrs, Richard Harrison and Jobn
Fearon were balloted for, approved, and initiated into the
mysteries and privileges of ancient Freemasonry, the WAL
in the chair, alter the readmission of the initiates, also
delivering the E.A.%s charge, This was election night, and
Bro, James Black was almost unanimously clected WM,
for the ensuing year. Bro.  Robinson,  P.AL,
had also the honour and gratification to announce his
unanimous re-clection as Treasurer; whilst Bro. W, Potts
was likewise re-clected Tyler for the year, The WAL and
Treasurer clect having returned thanks, the lodge was
closed in form. 1t has been arranged to hold the festival
of St. John the Evangelist for the installation of Bro.
Black, W.M. clect, and investiture of officers, on New
Year’s Day, when it is expected there will be a large
attendance of visiting brethren.  Bro. Crowther Morton,
the father of Skiddaw Lodge, P.M,, Lodges 872 and 1267,
W.M. Lodge 1660, P.P.G.S.W., who has successively
installed eleven Masters of Lodge 1002, some time since
intimated his wish to retire from that important duty 3 and
the Installing Masters of the day will be Bros. R. Robinson,
PM. and Treasarer, P.P.GS.D.; and W, F. Lamonby,
P.M. and Secretary, P.G. Registrar (Freemason). The
musical arrangements will be under the direction of Bro.
W. H. Lewthwaite, P.M. and Organist, P.G. Organist;
and the Installed Master’'s Degree will be worked in its
entirety,

LANCASTER.—Rowley Lodge (No. 1031)
—The regular meeting of this lodge was beld in the Ma-
sonic Rooms, Athenzum, on the 3rd inst., Bro, 'I'. Jack-
son, the W.M., presiding.  There was only a moderate
attendance of members of the lodge, but there was a good
number of visitors,  The lodge was opened in the First
Degree with solemn prayer, and the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting read and confirmed.  The ballot was then
taken for Mr, Rovert Palmer, and for Mr, William Gibbons
Welch, and proved unanimous in cach case,  They werc
subsequently initiated in the order named into the mys-
teries of the Craft by the W.M,, the working tools being
delivered by the J.W. (Bro. Sheriff), and the E.A. charge
by Bro. Langman, P.M. The next business was the elec-
tion of W, for the ensuing year, when Bro. N. Helme
8.W., who would undoubtedly have been elected, in very
graceful terms, and with true Masonic spirit, asked the
members who intended recording their votes for him to
give them to Bro, Sherifl, the J.W., who has becn & Ma-
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con for something like twenty-one years, whilst he was
comparatively speaking, a young member. Owing to cir-
cumstances over which he had no control Bro. Sheriff had
frequently to move trom one place to another, and there
was a probability of his being removed from Lancaster
next year. He had frequently been in office, but, owing to
the circumstances stated, he had never occupicd the Mas-
ter's chair, and if the present opportunity was allowed to
pass Bro, Sheriff might never bave an opportunity uf oc-
cupying it.  Therefore, acknowledging the principle of
seniotis prioris, he (Bro. Helme) would be glad if they
would transfer their votes to Bro, Sheriff, and in another
year, if it was the wish of the lodge, he should be happy
to receive the honour at their hands of being clected to the
W.M.'s chair, The votes were then taken, and Bro,
Sheriff was unanimously elected as W.M.  In acknow-
ledging his clection Bro, Sheriff thanked the members for
the honour done him, and also Bro. Helme for the truly
Masonic spirit which he had evinced.  Bro. Sly, Prov.
G.].D., was re-clected Treasurer, and A. K. Allinson,
Tyler. A vote of condolence was passed to Bro. Dr.
Moore, P.G.S.B. of E., on the death of his only son. The
usual proclamations were then made, which clicited
# hearty good wishes ™ from the visiting brethren, and the
lodge was closed with the formalities of the Craft.  An
emergency mecting of the above lodge was held on the
zth inst.,, when Bro. W. H. Chippindalewas duly passed
to the degree of Fellow Craft by the W.M,, the working
tools being presented by the Senior Warden.  The lodge
was subsequently closed with the usual formalitics.

MORECAMBE.— Morecambe Lndge (No.
1501).—The regolar meeting of this lodge was held on
Friday evening, the 7th inst, in the Masonic Hall, Ed-
ward-street.  Bro. W. Duff, the W.AI,, presided, and there
was a good attendance of members.  The lodge having
been opened in the First Degree with solemn prayer, the
minutes of last meeting were read and confiemed.  The
ballot was then taken for Bro. Herry Hartley (1353), as
a joining member, when he was unanimously elected, A
discussion then took place as to holding a Masonic ball,
when it was resolved to have one at an early date.  The
usual proclamations weve then made, and the lodge closed
in peace, love, and harmony.

HAMPTON WICK.—-Wolsey IL.odge (No.
1650)—A meeting of this lodge wns convened at the
White Hart Hotel, on the 3rd inst.,, when there were pre-
sent, amongst others, Rros. W, Hammond, P.P.G.D.
Middlesex, W.AL; B, Sharp, P.G.S. of Middlesex, S.W.;
Bond, P.G.P. Sawrey, J.W.5 Rev, F. [, C. de Crespiguy,
P.0.G.C. Middlesex, Chaplain; J. Hammond, P.M.;
Jordan, W.M. 1512, Hon. LP.M.; Ackenden, 8.D. 1512
See.; Hurst, PAL 1512, [.D.5 Walls, P.G.O. Middlesex
1.G; Marvin, D.C.; Scott, W.S. The minutes of the
previous meeting  having been read and confirmed, the
W.M. passed Bros. Aylen, Worthington, and Murray;
raised Bros. Malcolm, Duffett, and Elphick, and initiated
Mr. A, Darling, the cercmonies being well and carefully
performed.  Bro. B. Sharp having been appointed to re-
present the lodge at the next festival of the Girls’ School,
the lodge was closed, and the brethren adjourned to ban-
quet.  Amongst the visitors were Bros. Inglis, P.M. Car-
narvon ; Pearman, and Dobie, At the conclusion of the
repast the W.M. gave the customary royal and Craift
toasts, both Grand and Provincial, with his accustomed
point, but they were pecessarily given very bricfly, as
the hour was advanced. “ The P.GAL, the D.P.GUA,,
and the rest of the Grand Officers, Past and Present,” was

responded by the P.P.G,C., the Rev. Bro, De
Crespigny, and who immediately afterwards pro-
posed  *“The WAL” In  the course of his

remarks he said that succe s had followed the W.M, in
every Masonic virtue he had undertaken.  He was glad
that their local lodge had prospered so well, and that he
fully endorsed the motion of the S.W., given that after-
ncen, that the lodge should be increased from 30 to 30
members, which would enable it to take a superior position
in the province than it then held.  Referring to their
W.AL he would again say that whatever duty he took in
hand b discharged it conscientiously, and that he persen-
ally felt it an honour to hold the position of Chaplain
under him. The W.M. having proposed * The Health of
the Initiate,” who stated in his response, that it had
always been the great wish of his life to become a
Mason. He knew but little at present, but what he had
heard that night would inspirc him on occasions to listen
and endeavour to learn more. In reply to the toast of
“The Visitors,” Bro. Inglis spoke highly of the manner
in which the working had been performed that cvening,
and also of the kind and hospitable reception accorded
to his co-visitor and himself both in and out of the
lodge, * The Masonic Charities” followed. ‘The W.M,
said that they were all good Institutions, and most ably
governed, the Gitls’ School in  particular had  the
advantage of a most excellent Secretary, and
possessed one of the very best ristresses that could poss-
ibly be found in any cducational community in the country.
**The Health of the Officers” came next. ‘I'he S.W, in
reply touched upon other matters foreign to the subject but
of an interesting nature.  He conjured this newly admitted
brother always to bear in mind the landmarks of the
Order, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, combined with
Truth, Hope, and Charity. In speaking of the latter he
said that large sums had been rcturned and he hoped
would continue to be returned in aid of the great Masonie
Charities. It was not only a daty, but a neccssity, that
every brother should subscribe to those Institations as far
as kis means would allow, in order that the vitality of the
Charities might vemain unimpaired. During the cvening
Bros. Hurst, Walls, and others entertained the brethren.
The Tyles's toast at half past ten brought the proceedings,
which were throughout very successful, to a close, and the

brethren separated until the first Monday in February
next,

. INSTRUCTION.

LONDON MASONIC CLUB.—The members
of this Lodge of Instruction held their first banquet on
Thursday, zgth November; Bre. Hogy, Treasurer, in the
chair; Bro. Shand, Seccretary, vice-chair. There were
present Bros. Edell, Langton, Sharrett, Jno. White, Lang-
ton, jun., and others too numcrous to mertion, Visitors
Bros. Stiles, W.M. 1307 ; Triggs, 137 ; Turner, and others.
The usval tcasts were given, and success and prosperity
to the Lodge of lnstruction was drack with enthusiasm,
coupled with the nameof the Hon, Secretary, Bro. Shand.
The brethren altogether had a most enjoyable cvening at
the club.

FINSBURY PARK LODGE OF IN-
STRUCTION (No. 1288).—Thislodge of instruction
(for Master Masons only) met atthe Finsbury Park Tavern
Holloway, on Friday, 3oth Novzmber, 1877. Bros. L. R.
Rogers, P.M. Burgoyne Lodge, Preceptor; John Walker,
W.M. Egyptian Lodge, 127, W.M.; Thos. Press, J.W.
New Finsbury Park Lodge, 1695, S.W.; H. B. D. Dunn,
S.D. New Finsbury Park Lodge, 1693, J.W.; Woolley,
S.D.; R, C. Frampton, J.D. New Finsbury Park Lodge,
1693, J.D.; Jeffreys, W.M., Burgoyne Lodge, [.G.; and
other brethren. The ladge was opened in the First Degree,
the minutes readt and confirmed.  The lodge was then
opened in the Secoud Degree. Bro. Frampton, candidate for
raising, was examined, entrusted, and retived.  The lodge
was then epened in the Third Degree and the ceremony re-
hearsed. The lodge was then resumed to the First Degree,
Bro. Dunn candidate for initiation; ceremony rehearsed.
Bro.Press was then elected W.AL for the ensaing weck.

EARL OF CARNARVON LODGE OF
INSTRUCTION (No. 1642.—This lodge was held
on Friday, 3oth November, 1877, at the Mitre Hotel,
Goldborne-rond, Notting-hill.  Present: Bros. Penr,
W.M.; Smout, Scc,, S.W.; Tellisbron, [.W.; Spiegel,
S.D.; Kelly, J.D.; Woodmason, 1.G.; Savage, P.M,,
Preceptor;  Muarlis, P.M.; Wood, Luhtwitz, Newland,
Krabb, and Collett. The W.M. opened the lodge in the
Three Degrees, and, the ceremony of raising was rehearsed,
Bro. Kelly being the candidate, After sesuming the lodge
to the First Degree, the ceremony of initiaiion was re-
hearsed, Bro. Krabb being the candidate. The adjourn-
«d proposition of Bro. Spiegel was then considered, when
the amendment of Bro, Penu that the Lodge of [nstruction
subscribe £5 ss.to Bro. Stevens's list as Steward of the Girls’
School for the mother lodge was carried, andthus this lodge
of instruction, only since January last opened, becomes Life
Subscriber to this Benevolent lnstitution. A cordial vote
of thanks was recorded for the very cexcellent manner the
WAL worked the Third Degree for the first time, and
more especially he, being only a verw young Mason, has
made bimself s proficient, and worthy of his position as
WAL of the mother lodge.  Bro. Smout, sen., was clected
WM. for the next Friday.

Bopal Jrch,

SHEERN ESS.—Adam’'s Chapter (No. 158).—
The annual convecation of this chapter was held on Tues-
day, the 27th November, in the Masonic Rooms, Vic-
toria Hall, Sheerness, There were present Comps, William
Pannell, M.E.Z. ; Alexander Spear, H. and Treas.; John
Bagshaw, J. and E.; Edward Penney, Thos, M Rigg,
John Hancock, AlMred Ingleton, Wm. Sullivan; and
Comp. I, Tanner, Leinster Chapter, No. 387, I.C., visitor.
The chapter having been opened by the Principals, and the
minutes of the previous convocation read and cunfirmed,
the ballot was taken for Comp. Licut. Benjamin D. Acland,
R.N., of the Columbia Chapter, No, 120, 8.C,, for affilia-
tion, and for Bro. William Isaac, J.W. De Shurland
Lodge, No. 1089, which proved unanimous in their favour.
Bro. Isaac was then exalted to the Sublime Degree. At
this meeting the Principals clecied at the last quarterly
convocation were duly installed, and placed in theic respec-
tive chairs.  M.E. Comps. Spears, P.Z,, Z.; Bagshaw,
P.Z., H.; Penney, J.; and the following cfficers were in-
vested : Comps. Panncll, P.Z., Treasurer ; Bagshaw, P.Z,
and H,, E, (re-elected) ; 1. M, Rigg, N.; Hancock, P.S.;
Garrett, First Assist. S.; Sullivan, Second Assist. S.; J.
Akhurst, Janitor. After the Principals bad been proclaimed
and saluted, three brethren were proposed for exaltation,
and, some other routine business transacted, the compan-
ions adjourned to the Britannia Hotel to a banquet, when
a very pleasant evening was spent,

CHAPTER OF UNITED STRENGTH
(No. 228).—The sccond meeting of this new chapter for
business was held on Tuesday, the 27th ult. At the first
meeting—the new chapter opening its career with an
emergency—no fewer than cleven brethren were exalted,
and now more names appeared as candidates for the
exaltation, The weather, however, was dreadful, and kept
some of the candidates away, engagements kept others,
and sickness kept one.  Comp. James Terry, M.E.Z., and
Comp. R. Griggs were punctually in the chapter, and bore
the sorrowful intelligence ta the companions, that the other
Principal, Comp. Winsland, had domestic trouble which
bound him to be at home,and that Comp. Smart, the Prin-
cipal Sojourner, was still compelled, by reason of the same
cause, to remain absent. The chapter was opened by the
Principals, and Comygp. Pearcey attained the high distinction
(distinction being always given to merit, according to the
United Strength traditions) for he was called to the H.
chair, and discharged his oflice with a dignity and an easc
which would have done credit to a companion of more
experience.  The office of Scribe K. was discharged by
Comp. Hillhouse, P.M.; that of Scribe N, by Comp, John
While, PM. (Freemasun); and the position of P.S. was held
by Comp. Halford, the assistants being Comps. Killick and
Edis. The ballot was taken for the brethren presented for
cxaltation, and Bros, John Woodman, Philip Woodman,and
Dr. H, B. Bartlett, of the mother lodge, and Bro, T, H. Sim-

monds, of the Cornwallis Lodge, were unanimously elected.
The ceremony in all its grandeur was performed with care,
and the ritual was most impressively rendered throughout.
Before the closing of the chapter the M.E.Z. conveyed the
welcome intelligence to the chapter that the whole of the
furniture bad been paid for—a fact creditable to the
Treasurer and founders generally, and welcome to the
members.  On the motion of Comp, Griggs the Principals
and the Scribes were appointed a committee to draw up the
bye-laws. The chapter having closed, the companions
retired to the banqueting room, where they refreshen
themselves after the many working hours.  After the
usual loyal toasts, loyalty to the Head of the State and to
the Chiefs of the Craft being commended by the M.E.Z.
in pointed eloquence, Comp. Griggs gave the toast of “The
M.E.Z"and sp ke warmly of the able and earnest manner
in which the work in chapter was discharged, and of the
geod fortune the chapter had in securing Comp. Terry in
this position of hard work. The success of the chapter
was secured from the fact of Comp, Terry being associated
with it, and the companions, responding to Comp. Griggs'
call, heartily wished their M.E.Z. every happiness and
success in life. The response given was an acknowledgment
of the kindly feeling existing amongst the United Strength
brethren and companions, and he then proposed ¢ The
Exaltees,” who in fitting terms thanked the companions for
receiving them, aund spoke of the deep impression the
ceremony had made upon their minds.  The companions
toasted the ahsent H. and expressed the deepest sympathy
with his domestic 2fHiction. The M.E.Z. then proposed
“‘The Officers,” and speaking of the efficiency of the
Scribes and Sojourn'vs, said that the pains they had
individually taken to perfect themselves in theic work,
proved they were determined tn emulate the efficient
working of the mother lodge.  Replies were given by
Comps, Hillhouse and While. The evening was enlivened
by some excellent singing by Comps. Cooke, Edis,
Killick and Griggs.

TEIGNMOUTH.—Benevolent Chapter (No.
303).—A regular meeting was held at the Masonic Hall
on Thursday, Nov. 2gth. At 6.30 the chairs were taken
by E. Comps. J. Strouds Short, Z.; Loram, H.; Hallett,
J.; and the chapter was duly opened by them. On the
admission of the other companions the other chairs were
taken as follows: Comps. Ormerod, P.Z., E.; Captain
Boyd Fawcett, N.; Whidborne, P. Soj.; Ball and Collins,
Assl. Sojs. The minutes of the previous mecting were
read and confirmed. A ballot was taken for Bro. Dr.
Workman as a candidate {or exaltation, which proved
favourable. The companions having retired in compliance
with a request from the first chair, Dr. Hopkins, P.Z. 328,
587, 710, took the place of Z., and having constituted a
Board of Installed Principals, proceeded to instal E, Comp.
Loram as Z. for the ensuing year.  In turn he installed E.
Comp, Hallett in the chair which he had just vacated ; and
afterwards the latter installed Comp. Templar as his
successor in the chaic of J. 'The Board of Installed
Principals was closed,  On the re-admission of the com-
panions the Installing Z. concluded this portion of the
proceedings by conducting the salutation and proclamation.
The following investitures were made by the new Z.,
Comp. Ormerod, P.Z. as E.; Comp. Whidbome, N.;
Comp. Ball, P. Soj.; Comps. Coliins and Valentine, Asst.
Sojs.; Hegarty, Janitor. Several matters of business were
discussed, and the chapter was closed at g o'clock.

TORQUAY.—-St. John'’s Chapter (No. 328).—
A regular meeting was held at g p.m. on Tuesday, Dec.
4th, at the Masonic Hall, The hrst chair was taken by
E., Comp. Perry, P.Z., by the request of the M.E.Z.,
who, as well as the Third Principal had been summoned
to London jointly on business. The Second Principal was
absent on accountof illness. The chair of H. was therefore
occupied by E. Comp, D. Watson, P.Z., and that of [. by
E. Comp. Dr, Hopkins, P.Z. 328, 587, 710 who, being
in the neighbourhood availed himself of the opportunity
to revisit the chapter, of which he had been one of the
founders and is still an honorary member. E. Comp.
Harland, P.Z,, was present at the opening of the Board of
Installed Principals. This having been concluded, the
companions were admitted ; among them were Comps.
Bradnee, E.; Hurrell, N.; Fullwood, Pr. Soj.; Dodge, S.
Soj.; Goss, as J. Soj.; Cheneour was Janitor. The
chapter was then opened. The minutes of the previous
mecting were read and confirmed, A ballot was taken for
Bro. W. B. Dalby, M.D., as a candidate, which proving
unanimously favourable, he was admitted and carefully
exalted to the rank of R.A. companion by the acting Z.
The Historical, Symbolical, and Mystical Lectures were all
given by the acting J., and terminated amid the plaudits
of those present.  On the proposition of H,, seconded by
Z., a vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Hopkins for his
presence and assistance, which he suitably acknowledged.
The acting Z. laid before the members the results of an
inquiry which he had been requested to make as to the
pecuniary  position of the chaprer.  He reported the
accounts as being now in a very clar state, and though
there is still a small arrear of debt, congratulated the
members on the satisfactory financial condition, seeing
that all the beautiful furniture is paid for, and that only
one or two small liabilitics now remain, notwithstanding
the great difficultics encountired four years ago, all which
hase been happily overcome. I a year or two there is no
doubt that the chapter will be quite clear, The meeting
was brought to a close at 8§ o'clock, when the very
intelligent candidate, now a R.A. companion, expressed
himself as grearly pleased, not only with the ceremony
itself, but also with the able manner in which it bad been
administered.

TUN BRIDGE WELLS.—The Holmesdale
Chapter (No. 874).~—This young and prosperous chapter
held their regular mecting on Monday, 3rd, at the Royal
Sussex Hotel.  The chapter was opened and the miautes
of the previous convocation were read, confirmed, and
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signed by the M.E.Z.  Among those present were Comps.
B. S. Willmott, M.E.Z.; W. Dclves, tl.; W, Stevens, P.Z.
862, J.; R. W. Delves, S5.E.; W. B. Bacon, 8.N.; H. D.
‘Williams, P.S.; Jas, Bass, 1st A.S.; C. Graham, 2nd
A8, The visitors were Comps, S, Smout Grist, G. Penn,
and J. High all of No. 862. Comp. Willmot having
vacated the chair in favour of Comp. Rev. J. Robinson,
P.Z., P.G.]. Kent, the ballot was taken for Bros. G.
Langridge, P.M. 874, P.P.G.R. Kent; J. F. Bates, and C.
W. Holt, which proving unanimous in their favour they
were duly exalted, the ceremiony being  performed by
Comyp. Robinson in such a manner as to draw forth the
special approbation of those present, and a vote of thanks
was recorded to him, On Comp. Willmott takiry the
chair, a vote of thanks was also recorded to Comp. Steveus
for his kind present of a Bible, and a fervent hope that he
might long be spared to the companions of Tunbridge
Nells!  The byc-laws having been read and some
propositions given in for candidates, the chapter was
closed and the companions adjourned to an excellent repast.
The usual loyal toasts were given and responded to, and
the companions separated in prace and good fellowship.

Marh Hasonry,

NEWPORT. —Keystone Lodge (No. 109).
—~The wusual annval meeting  of this lodge, for
the purpose of installing the W.M. for the ensuiog year,
was held at the Masonic Hall, Dock-street, Newport, on
Monday, 26th November.  The following brethren were
present : Bros. Wm. Watkins, W.M.,; Captain S. G. Hom-
fray, I.P.M.; Captain Alfred Thrale Perkins, S.W.; R. J.
Chambers, J.W.; Walter West, M.O.; J. Homer, 5,0.;
W. Pickferd, Treasurer; R. B. Evans, A. Taylor, S.
Davies, G. Tweedy, A. McMahon, Wheeler, Gage, W,
‘Williams, P.AL, and several others. The lodge having
been duly opened, an announcement was made that
R.W. Bro. L. Augustus Homfray, P.GM.MLM. of Mon-
mouthshire, together with his Deputy, Col. Lyne, was at
the door waiting admittance, and they were received in due
form.  The chair was then taken by Bro. Captain 8. G.
Homiray, P.G.5.W., who performed the ceremony of in-
stalling Bro. Captain  AlMred 'Thrale  Perkins,
P.G.D.C.M.MNL, as WAL for the next twelve months, in
the same efficient manner as he performs all ceremonies
in Masonry, ‘The WAL then appointed Bro. R. J. Cham-
bers as S.W., and Bro. Walter West as J.W,, as also his
other officers. A cordial vote of thanks was then unani-
mously passed to RW. Bro. Augustus Homfray,
P.G.ALALM,, for his kindpess in attending the lodge, to-
gether with bis Deputy, Bro, Col, Lyne. Bro. Lo A, Hom-
fray acknowledged the compliment, and expressed his ex-
treme gratification at the progress Mark Masonry was
making in his provinee, he having received the warrant
for a third Mark Lodge, to be formed at Aborgavenny,
under the title of St Johw's Lodge, with Bro, Little, of
Llanvair, as its first WAL, the descendant of a family
highly esteemued in the provinee, The consceration would
take place carly in January, when he hoped to be well sap-
ported by his provincial otlicers. e also wished to add
that the formadon of the new lodge was due to the exer-
tions of Bro. W. Williams, PoM., of the Ashlar Lodge at
Tredegar, of which he was also the founder,  The lodge
was then closed, and the brathren adjourned to a banquet
at the King’s lead, presided over by W, Bro. Captain
Alfred Thrade Perking, supported by R.W. Bro. L. A, Hom-
fray, P.G.NLMAL; W, Bro. Col. Lyne, D.P.GMLMM, ;
W. Bro. Captain 8, Geo. Homfray, P.G.8.W.,, and other
distinguished brethren, when @ most enjoyable evening
wias spent. We may add that the sclection of Captain A,
Thrale Perkins as W.M. is & most popular one in the
province, he being a zealous worker in every degree in
Masonry, and much befoved by the brethren of the pro-
vince of Monmouthshire, and under his auspices Mark
Masonry cannot fail to flouris.h

#Hed Cross of Constantine,
COCKERMOUTH'.——TDykes Conclave (No.

30).—An adjourned assembly of this conclave was helgd
on Tuesday last, the 11th inst,, in the new rooms of Skid-
daw Lodge, No, 1002, T he Sir Knights mustered at half-
past twelve, when there were present :—Em. Sir Knight
Edward Tyson, M.P.S., on the throne of C.; Em. Sir
Knight T, Mardle, V.E.; Sir Knight R. Bailey, 8.G.
Sir Knight 'V, Bird, J.G.; Em. Sir Knight W. . Lamonby,
P.S,, thgh Prelate, as Recorder and Profect (Freemason) ;
Sir Knight W, H. Lewthwaite, Treasurer and Organist;
Em, Sir Knight R, Robinson, P.S,, Orater; Sir Kuight
James Quay, Herald; Sir Koight Stephen ‘Thwaite, Al
moner ; Sir Knight W, Potts, tentinel; Sir Knights J. R,
Banks, Jos. Abbott, and «thers.  The conclave having
been  opened, the minutes of the previous assembly in
August last were read and confirmed. The following
five were then duly installed and dubbed Knights of the

Order:—Bros.  Jas.  Black, WM, clect  Skindaw
Lodge, No. 1002; George Brash, D, Skid-
daw Lodge, No. 1002; George Fitzgerald, Sun,
Square, and Compasses Lodge, 1193 H. Peacock,

Skiddaw Lodge, 10023 and John J. Robinson, P.M. Lewis
Lodge, 872.  The ceremony was performed by the M.P.S,
in the most perfect manner, this being bis first appearance
since enthronement in August Jast, and we must here take
the opportunity to record that Em. Sir Knight E. Tyson
is the first Sovercign in the history of Dykes Conclave who
has gone through the installation ceremony without
assistance from other Pist Sovercigns, with the exception
of Em. Sir Knight R, Rcbinson, who was the first
Sovereign of the conclave,  After the High Prelate had
delivered  the historical oration, three notices of motion
were brought furward, the first of which was a proposition
to alter the end of the financial year from January to July,

when the anniversary is held. The alteration of the
conclave bye-law in connection therewith (IX.) was there-
upon moved by Em. Sir Knight W. F. Lamonby, scconded
by Sir Knight R. Bailey, and uvanimously carried.
Em. Sir. Knight W, F. Lamonby next proposed that
the place of meeting of the conclave be removed to the
new rooms of Skiddaw Lodge, in Station-strect, and that
the conclave pay a rent of three guineas per annum for
use of said rooms, The motion was scconded by Em.
Sir Knight E. Tyson, and unanimously agreed to. The
third notice of motion, standing against the name of the
M.P.S., was moved by him, seconded by the High Prelate,
and agreed to, nem. dis., viz., *“That the installation fee
be one guinea, instead of two guineas, as stated in Bye-
law VIl,, and that such bye-law be altered in accordance
thercwith.,” The conclave was then closed.  Subsequently
the 8ir Knights passed away an hour or so in tuast, sen-
timent, and song, and some uscful hints were thrown out
relative to the future well-being and vprosperity of Dykes
Conclave.

UNITED GRAND LODGE.

The following are the addresses of Bro. Lord Tenterden
and the Grand Registrar, on the German question,
omitted from cur report last week :—

Lord Tenterden wished to lay before the brethren a few
remarks on this subject.  Although he was representative
in Grand Lodge of the Grand Lodge of Gurmany he did
not speak now in that character.,  He would not attempt
to follow Bro. Simpson or Bro. Hutton, but would ¢n-
deavour if he could to place before the brethren very
shortly the facts of the case. It was not correct to call
this 2 German question.  The lodge called the ‘Three
Globes at Berlin was not the Grand Lodge of Berlin—very
far from it. It was one of a very large congerics of lodges,
each of which had other lodges under it.  He had a long
list in his hand, and without giving all he would say that
among them were—the Grand National, Mother Lodge of
the Three Globes, the Grand Countries Lodge of Ger-
many, the Grand Lodge Royal York of Friendship, be-
sides lodges at Hamburg, Frankfort, Breslan, Dantzic,
Dresden, Bayreath, and many other places.  He wonld not
say whether the German Masens were right or wrong in
what they did in this matter, but it so happened that when
Freemasonry was introduced into Germany last century it
was constituted on a Christian system of St, John.  The
Three Glebes Lodge was constituted in v740as a Christian
lodge. He would offer no opinion on this particular mat-
ter whether Masonry shoald be Christian or universal 5 but
he might say that he himself had initiated Tuarks, Jews,
and persons of all creeds and pations, and was now only
stating the simple facts of the case. Brathren must under-
stand that the lodge of the Three Globes has always bern
a Christinn Grand Lodge, and it had certain other lodges
affilliated toit. It was not a lodge for the whole of Ger-
many ; it was a particular system of Freemasonry based

upon Christianity, and  requiring in its members
the serving of  God and the knowledge of the
Evangehsts, He would not trouble the  brethren
by asking them to consider whether this was

form of Freemasonry, which Grand Lodge of Eaglind
would be inclined to favour; he thought they were all of
one mind on that point; butthe Lodge of the Three Glubes
had had these principles from 1740 to the present time,
It is well known that it had been considered  whether it
was possible toalter it The question was mooted in
1506, 1783, 1808, 1844, and again brought forward in
1849.  ‘There did not appear to have been any illiberal
fecling in the matter, but rather the opinion that having
been o Christinn Grand Lodge, it should be maintained
and adhered to on that principle,  In 1868, the question
wasagain considered, and as far as he could ascettain, at
the last revision of the constitution this very point was
brought forward again, and the old constitution main-
tained.  They held that being founded as a Christian
Grand Lodge, and having existed as such, and been ac-
knowledged as such, there were bound to remain so.
There were other lodges which a person who was not a
Christian could go to in Germany, and be received in.
It was only in this patticular lodge and those lodges afli-
liated to it that he could not be received,  Consequently,
when he went to a Christian Jodge in Germany, he
knocked at the wrong door.  He made a mistake in doing
so. That being the state of the case, Grand Lodge of
England must look the matter in the face.  Grauad Lodge
of England had acknowledged this German Grand Lodge
as a Christian Lodge for 137 years, and was it quite rea-
sonable that we should now go to them and ask them to
alter the system on which they were founded.  Whether
it was reasonable or nbt be felt confident they would say
and think that this was more than a friendly sug-
gestion—that it was a delibrrate interferences. The
casc was not at all analogous to that of the Grand
Orient of France, T'he Grand Orient had made a vory
recent innovation, and Grand Lodge of England bad tiken
action in the matter.  But in the case of Germany, they
had proceeded for 137 years under the old constitutions on
which they were founded, A brother who was not o
Christian going to a Christian lodge, would find that he
had knocked at the wrong door; to use a nautical expres-
sion, which he had lcarned from an old friend of his, an
admiral, he would be endeavouring to put in his oar where
there was no rowlock. e was not speaking as the re-
presentavive of Germany, but only on the general question,
and he asked the brethren not o support  the proposition,
He could not bot think that whatever influence Bro,
Simpson might wisn to exercise by bringing forward this
resolution had been already been exercised, and he weuld
theref e ask the brethren only to support the first part
of the resolution, declring as recived the 3oo petitions
which had been presented on this subject. For the remain-
der of the motion, he thought it an interference with the

system of Freemasonry adopted by the Three Globeg
Lodge for 137 years.

Grand Registrar (Bro. . J. Melntyve, Q.C.) :—Before
the debate closed rose and said: At this late hour of the
evening I should not have obtruded myself on Grang
Ladge, for I feel that my voice is teo often heard 5 bug |
rise for the purpose of asserting a principle that I thing
ought to govern the decision of Grand Lodge. We are
here, the Grand Lodge of England, an independent bogy,
framing our own laws, constructing our own constitution,
and I think we should consider it the height of imperi.
nence if any other Grand Lodge should approach us and
tell us what our law should be.  We have to consider the
laws necessary for Freenasons of this country. Up to
1813 the two Grand Lodges of England were Christian
Giand Lodges. In 1813, at the time of the Union, we
became a universal Grand Ludge, and Jews were admitted
amongst us. The Grand Lodge of the Three Globes i
as perlectly a sovereign anthority as we are.  'They framed
their constitutions more than 100 years ago; they have
adhered to those constitutions 3 and the matter is entirely
different from the position we stands in as regards the
Grand Oriert of France, Therethey makean innovation;
they change their laws; but the Lodge of the Three
Globes take their old constitutions, and we have taken 140
yearsto find out that they are wrong. lf we are power-
less to get them to recede to our request let us be wise
enough not to make it. There is a great difference, and 1
hope Grand Lodge will not be misled by thinking the action
of Lord Zetland is at all & matter to guide usin this

question,  Lord Zetland says the certificate of the
Grand Lodge of England shall admit  English
Freemasons 10 German  Lodges, It does so now

in Germany s they receive our certificates, and admit our
members,  What did Lord Zetland do? He says “ If you
wiil not receive my Masonic subjects 1 cease to have Ma-
sonic intercourse with you.” Butthey do receive our mem-
bers.  Lord Zetland never went as far as this, to say—**If
you blackball one of our members who tries to be a join-
ing mcmber "—because it comes to this—the Masonic
lodges in Germany say a man must be a Christian before
we admit him to the ballot of our lodges; he shall be in
them the same as one of ourselves, but we will not have
him asa “joining member,”  When I say “as one of
ourselves,” I say it in this stnse; with them as with us,
a Mason’s lodge is a Mason's Church ; he may join and
remain there during the ceremonies which he may pro-
perly scey it is the same as the way we admit a visiting
brother.  On the other hand, Bro. Simpson says we
ought to make this representation, and he representy to
you that the lodge of the Three Gloves should admit. But
it would lead to this difficulty—if they do not listen to our
Tepresentation, what ave we to do?  Are we to send their
revrescnitative home? or are we to say this—* Weexsclude
every G rman Freemason that comes to our lodges; you
admit all our members as your visitors ; we will not admit
yours.” s that what Bro. Simpson wants ustodo? 1
say it would be a most impertinent interference. The Em-
peror of Germany might just as well come and say to the

Queen of England, “Why is it that according
to your laws a Jew cannot be Lord Chan-
cdlor? you repeal  that  law, or celse”—what!

—*%or clse"—what? “lcan donothing.” And so in
this case, we ask you to depart from your present laws,and
if you do not, we will hold our tongues and s1y nothing.
M.W.G.AML, it does seem to mie that it is the worst prece-
dent in the world to set, to interfere with the laws that are
deliberately arrived at by a sovercign authority ; and in
answer to  the brother who spoke in the body of the hall,
(Bro. Istacl Abrahams), who complains that they will not
admit to, and that Jews are excluded from Lodges in
Germany, 1 would remind him that there are cetain
lodges here who only receive particalar classes.  The
Apollo University Lodge of Oxford only receives members
of the University, and it is a condition precedent to a man
being put for ballot in that lodge that he should he a
member of the University. In the same way we have
other class lodges.,

Bro. the Rev, R. J. Simpson expressed dissent.

Bro. Mclntyre: My Bro. Simpson seems to dissent from
what [ said about the Apollo Lodge, but I know it of my own
kuowledge. 1 happen to be an honorary member myself
of that lodge, and 1 bad the honour of havingthe province of
Oxfordin my charge for five years; and 1 say itis a con-
dition precedent to a man  being pat up for the ballot in
that lodge that he should be 2 member of the University.
Now, are we, when we find these things exist in our own
lodges, that we complain of in the lodges of the Three

Globes, to ask them to aler their constitutions.
True, we say we do not seck to dislodge a
single landmark of Freemasonry; but they say-—as

members of our lodges we limit the reception of brethren
to the Christian brethren 3 and we do it because our
lodges are St. John's Lodges.  Here numbers of our
lodges, although not nominally Christian Lodges, keep
St.  Johnw’s Day, knowing that in the old time we
were St. John's Lodgestill 18¢3. We are now, lam glad
to say, on a much broader basis; and if at a futuretime
the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes should see fit of
its own accord to admit the members of the Jewish com-
munity into their lodges, let them doit,  Iam sure that
Grand Lodge of England would hail that as a step 1
advance taken by them.  But while they stand ontheir
ancient laws and constitutions it does seem to me an ¢X-
traordinary step to take, to single out this Grand Lodge at
the present time for this revolution,  If 1 had not known
the contrary, 1 should have thoaght that the Grand Lodge
of the "Three Glubes had made some innovation, and this
resolation was intended to remit it. But while they are
standing on their ancient rights, do not Jet us, for our owi
credit, honour, and satisfaction, make a representation to
them which ene sovereign state has no right to make to
another, and which they may recoil from in angets
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FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED
STATES.

NEW JERSEY TO THE FORE.

There assembled at the Temple of Hiram Lodge, No.
17, F. and A. M., upwards of thiec hundred Masonic Ma-
sons to hear read thelodge history embraced between 1849
—the year of its birth—and 1860. It wasan assemblage
noted on account of the many preminent men and shining
lights of the fraternity present.  In the cast sat w. ‘Bro.
Jenne, flanked on cither side by R.W. Bres. Hamilton
Wallis, Senior Grand Warden ; Marcus Higginbotham,
District Deputy Grand Master 3 M. M. Droham, Junior
Grand Deacon ; Past Masters Hilton, Alexandra (the first
Mason cver made in Hudson county), Crawford, Dickson,
and Mellor, of Hiram Lodge, No. 17; W. Bro. Scymour
and Past Master Page, of Enterprise Lodge; Past Junior
Grand Warden Chase, of Enterprisc Lodge 5 W. Bro. Til-
den, of Rising Star Lodge; Past Masters Doggett of
Bergen, and Chambers, of Manhattan Lodge, of New
York; W. Bro. Burnay, of DPentalpha Lodge,
New  York. Before the commencement  of  the
reading of the history, Bro. W. C. Brown, of Varick
Lodge, created a surprise by presenting to the lodge a
beautiful set of emblems, mounted on a handsoniely
enamelled frame, illustrative of the * Work” in the several
degrees. They were accepted on behalf of the lodge by
R. W. Bro. Hamilton Wallis. After the presentation, W.
Bro. Jenne procecded to read the history, which consumed
the greater part of an hour, and was replete with interest
and valuable information, especially to the brethren of
Hiram Lodge, the “old Mother of Masonry in Hudson
county.” A letter was received from BM.W. Grand
Master Marshall B. Smith, regretting his inability to be
present.  Among the charter members of old Hiram
present, were, Bro. Andrew Clerk, its first Sceretary, and
Bro. Grinnell, its second Treasurer. It is hoped the
brethren of Hiram Lodge will take measures to have the
history printed in book form, for its better preservation, as
its compilation represents a vast amount of labour. We
understand that it is the intcation of W. Bro. Jenne to
continue his good work and write up the history to as
late a date as 1870.—New York Dispatch.

ON THE MOUNTAIN.

In October, 1875, Virginia Lodge, No. 3, of Nevada,
held & mecting on the summit of Mount Davidson.

The mecting referred to was a Stated Communication of
Virginia Lodge, No. 3, and was held on the §th day of
October, 1875.  The Masonic Hall in Virginia was
burned in May ; the lodges then removed to Odd Fellows'
Hall, which was burned a few days before the meeting on
the mountain,  Bro, Albert Hires, the Worshipfal Master
of Virginia Lodge, at the solicitation of the Grand Master,
W.M. Robert W. Bollen, notified the members to meet in
regular communication on the summit of Mount David-
son, which is scven thousand eight hundred and twenty-
seven fect above the level of the sea, and nearly seventeen
hundred feet above the city of Virginia,

The summit of the mountain is a pointed mass of
broken granite, yet almost upon the very apex, and a
little west of it, where there is o sort of bLasin, surrounded
by cliffs, the lodge was held. A vude altar of stone had
been erected, whercon rested the three great lights 3 rade
chairs of rough granite had also been built for the Master
and Wardens; while the brethren found ample accommo-
dations in the way of seats by availing themselves of
stone slabs and boulders which Nature had profusely there
provided.

Avound that altar were gathered over three hundred
Masons, who, in the heat of the mid-day sun, had toiled
up the rugged mountain side to witness and assist at the
opening of a Masonic Lodge at a place so unusual in our
time; and there, overlooking a city of twenty thovsand
people, on a summit from which the country for the radius
of perhaps 2 hundred miles is visible, with itstowns, Jakes,
mountains, valleys, heisting works, quartz mills and rail-
roads, the lodge was opened and its regular business was
transacted. The M.W, Grand Master, by special invita-
tion, presided.

A row of pickets, designated by white badges on their
left arms, were stationed gl around the summit,  They
were near cach other, so that none could pass or repass
without permission. In that way the approach of cowans
aud eaves-droppers was effectually guarded against,  As
the lodge was opencd, the white emblem of the Craft was
thrown to the breeze from the flag-staff on the summit,
and as the wind unrapt its folds, and displayed the
square, compasses and the letter G, thercon emblazoned,
it was grected by three cheers that rang out upon the
clear air like clarion blasts. An opening cde was sung
by the lodge quarter, composed of Bros. E. ], Passmore,
George N. Eells, C. L. Fuster and G. W, Dorwin, and a
brief praycer was offered by Rev. Bro. J. D. Hammond.

The Grand Master made a very feeling address, thank-
the brethren for the invitation extended to him to preside
on the occasion. He gave accounts of some preliminary
meetings which had been held on the coast and on the
tops of hills; of one near Ragtown, where brethren had
come together in that way to raise money and provisions
for suffering emigrants, and over which meeting he had
the honour to preside, of a similar gathering in 1858, in
Eureka, and of another at Auburn, California,  But none
of these were gatherings like the present, and he again
thanked the bretbren that be had been called upon to pre-
side over their deliberations,

Alter the regular business of the lodge had been trans-
acted, and under the head of Good of Masonry, Bro, Charles
E'. de Long, late United States Minister to Japan (who
died October 26, 1876), was called upon, and responded
very happily,  He sketched the surroundings within which

they bad erected their altar. Bencath them was the wealth
of the Ophir, and zround them the tumultof trade, &c., &c.
He told them how in Japan he bhad assisted in wedding
the link in Masonry which had made the chain complete
around the world.  Up to that time there had been one
land where the Craft was not known,  Now there was
none. Masonry belted the globe.  The lights of the altar
bad been lighted, and now there were six lodges in the
empire, and the institution was rapidly spreading.  Bro.
H. Taylor, to whom a subpona  duces tecum had pre-
viously been directed by the Worshipful Master, was
thea called upon, and responded by reading the following :
The Lord unto the prophet said,
# Upon the mountain’s topmost round,
Far as its breezy limits spread,
Shall be most holy ground.”
¢ Neath God’s blue dome, on lofty hills,
Whose crests first cateh the morning
Whose neights the evening glory fills—
The Craft were wont to meet,

heat—

There, far above the busy mart,
And from its care and turmoil frec,
They learned the lessons of the heart,
To “work ” and to ““agree.”

Oh! sacred hills of olden time,
Whese hoary crags resist the gale,
Ye have a history sublime,
The ages cannot pale!

Again, to-day, the sons of light,
As did their sires of olden days,
Upon the mountain’s dizzy height,
Their mystic banner raise.
Again, above the busy marts,
Where human fect have seldom trod,
We raise our voices and our hearts
In reverence to God.
Almighty Father! by whosc will
The mountaias rise, and worlds do move,
Thy blessing grant; descend and fill
Each Mason’s heart with love,

Bros. E. A. Sherman, Thomas [{. Williams, R. M.
Daggett, W. M. John C. Curric, and M. W. George
W. Hopkins, followed in Lricf and happily expressed
remarks.,

A touching prayer was then offered by Rev, Bro. 8. P
Kelly; “ Auld Lang Syne” was sung in full chorus ; the
lodge was closed, and at about five o'clock p.m., the con-
course wended their way down the mountain side. And
though doubtless weary upon arriving at their homes, all
agreed that they had enjoyed and been bencfitted by the
exercises of the day, which, with its many pleasant inci-
dents, will never be by them forgotten— New York Dispatch.
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THE MASONIGC AND GENERAL LIFE
ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.

The anuual general mecting of this company was held
at their offices, g, New Bridge-street, London, on Thurs-
day, the 13th inst., and it is with pleasure that we note the
satisfactory report of the year's business. Bro. Tork-
ington, the Managing Director, will afford every informa-
tion to applicants, we thercfore content ourselves by giving
the report in full, which is as follows : .

The Diiectors have much pleasure in laying before their
co-proprictors their ninth annual report and balance sheet,

The number of proposals received during the year was
293, to assure £83,710; of these 72, representing £2.4,050,
were declined or not completed, leaving 223  policies,
assuring £59,060.

This result shows an increase of thirty-once policies, and
of £15,605 in sums assured, over the preceding year, and
when it is borne in mind thatthe generally depressed state
of trade throughout the country has materially interfered
with the progress of life assurance, the increase of new
business during the year cannot but be regarded as very
satisfactory.

The Dircctors have given their usual assiduous attention
to the sclection of proposals, and have maiotained their
determination not to increase the business by assuring
doubtful lives.

1t is also satisfactory to note that the working cxpenses
have been reduced, but it is ur questionable that any office,
a large proportion of whose business consists of new poli-
cies, mast necessarily incur a heavy cxpenditure; the ratio
of expenditure to premium income, however, cannot be
taken as the criterion by which to gauge the stability of
a lifc office. A solvent life assurance company is one
in which the present value of its future net premiums,
together with its available assets, will more than cover the
present value of the sums assured.  “The Masonic and
General Life Assurance Company, Limited, is in this sound
position moreover, the amount of capital uncalled is
£11,3760, thercfore this item (as with cvery proprictary
company) forms a guarantee fund for the sccurity of policy
holders, but there is no likelihood or probability of such
guarantee fund cver having to be utilised.

There baving been no necessity for any increase of capi-
tal, no effort has been made during the year to issue more
shares, and the Directors have determined to make no fur-
ther allotment, except under special or exceptional circam-
stances.

The amount paid in claims during the year was
£1433 10s., raising the total amount of claims paid since
the commenceinent of the office to £10,998.

It is a facy worthy of note that a large proportion of
this sum wa - paid to the representatives of assured mem-
bers whose . .tates were sworn under such small amounts
as justify t' = directors in stating that the office has been a
substantia’ relief to the Masonic Charitics, for had it not
been for t!.. life policy many a widow and orphan would

have had no other hope than relying upon the charities.
Unfortunately, the applications for relief to the Masonic
[nstitutions have always been more numerous than they
could deal with, notwithstanding their most carnest
endeavours.

The retiring Directors are Captain Bennett, J.P., and
W. L. Nash, Esq., who, being cligible, offer themselves
for re-election.

The rctiring auditors, Frederick Binckes, Esq., and Wm.
Burnett, Esq., also offer themselves for re-election.

In conclusion the Dircctors rely on the shareholders ren-
dering every assistance to the exeeutive to increase the
business of the company during the current financial
year.

By order of the Board,

. Jonx Suxiry, Chairman,

RED CROSS OF ROME AND CON-
STANTINE.

The Red Cross of Rome and Constantiae is probably the
most ancient Order of Christian knighthood. Itis conferred
in the Baldwin Encampments of Bristol, London, Bath,
and York, England, and the date of its introdidction into
that country is said to be coeval with the return of Richard
Cowur e Lion from the Holy Land, A.D. 1195. The
seven Orders of Chivalry conferred in these Ancient En-
campments are : First, Red Cross (of Constantine) ; second,
Knight Templar ; third, Knight of Malta; fourth, Knight
of the Holy Sepulchre; fifth, Rosa Crucis; sixth, Templar
Priesthood ; seventh, Commander Elected Knight Kadosh.
It is claimed that this Order of Knighthood, coming as it
does from Greece and Constantinople, is the ancient and
original Order of the Temple. It is still conferred
by the Prince Rhodocanakis, the Byzantian Representative,
as a civil Order. The Order of Knight of the Holy Sepul-
chre is conferred at the present day in Palestine on Roman
Catholics of noble birth. The requisites of admission are
very rigid, and the ancestry must be marked. "The Order
of St. John of Palestine is the ancient Order of Knights who
claim to possess the true secrets of the Order of the Temple.

At the union of the two Grand Lodges in England, in
1813, several of the Orders of Chivalry were dropped, viz.:
the first, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh,and hence they
became local,  This was revived on a permanent basis by
the Earl of Bective, in London, by the organisation of the
Grand Imperial Council of England and English posscs-
sions, and is now fourishing as a separate and distinct
Order of Christian Masonic Knighthood.  The moral
qualifications and social pasition of candidates are insisted
upon. It was incorporated in the Masonic body in the
middle of the last century, when the desire for the degrees
of Knighthood in the higher branches of Frecmasonry
induced not only the formation of many Masonic degrees
quite unknown except to Masons, but also the attributing
of Masonic secrets and ceremonies to military Orders which
those who originally instituted them never intended. The
civil Order of Red Cross of Romeand Constantine belongs
to Greeee, "and the Prince Rhodocanakis claims to be the
true Grand Master, and can alone, as a civil Order, con-
fer it.  The Prince has been Jately initiated into the
miysteries of Freemasonry in Scotland, and is a member
of the “Scottish  Ouder of the Temple,” What
action  he will take as regards the English
Masonic Red Cross Branch has not transpired. ‘The
Order was introduced in the United States by Sir W, J. B,
McLeod Moore, of Canada, in 18069, and into Illinois by
Sic J. J. French in 1871,  As promulgated in the United
States the Order is composed of three working and three
official degrees.  The first, or Red Cross, is confeired in a
body styled Conclave, and on Master Masons, All
business is transacted in this degree. The second and
third grades are conferred on Red Cross members who are
Royal Arch Masons, and in bodies styled Sanctuary and
Commandery respectively,  There is one official degree
cach to be conferred on the first and second officers of the
Conclave. The highest official rank, or Knight of the
Grand Cross, is only conferred in the Grand High
Chapter, U.S.A., upon the payment of 100, and only
in annual session.

The officers of the Sovercign Grand Council, U.S.A,,
clected at the last annual session in the city of Rochester
are: Sir C. F. Knapp, Pennsylvania, Sovercign Grand
Master; Sir J. J. French, Chicago, Socereign Deputy
Grand Master; Sir R. B, Smith, Illinois, Sovereign Grand
Viceroy 3 Sir J. H. Willard, Indiana, First Lieut,; Sir
E. C. Meyer, Pennsylvania, Second Licutenant; Sir R. B,
Caldwell, Kentucky, Grand Treasurer General ; Sir Alfred
Creigh, Pennsylvania, Grand Registrar General; Sir J.
L. Young, Pennsylvania, Right Reverend Prelate;
sir J. H. Drummond, Maine, Grand High Chancellor;
Sir G. O, Tyler, Vermont, Grand Seneschal; Sir J. Haigh,
Massachusetts, Grand Prior; Sir G. V. Howk, Indiana,
Grand Chamberlain; Sir J. [l. Miles, Chicago, Grand
Standard Bearer; Sir J. D. Williams, New York, Grand
Marshal; Sir H. C. Ficld, Rhode Island, Grand Herald;
Sir T Ballantyne, Georgia, Grand Captain of Guards,—
Vaice of Musonry.

Constitations of the Ancient Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons, containing the Charges, Regu-
lations, E.A. Song, &c. A copy should be in the posses-
sion of every brother, It may be obtained for 2s. at the
office of the Freemason, or will sent post free, to any
part of the United Kingdom on receipt of twenty-five
penny stamps.  Address, Publisher, 198, Flect-street,
London.—Abvr,

The novelty of the Metamorphoses in Dean's
New Surprise Picture Books, * Pussin Boots,” and “Dame
Wonder’s Changing Characters,” equals, if not surpasses,
those issued last year,
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NOTICE.

The Christmas number of the Freemisox
will be published on Friday next, the 21st inst.,
and will consist of 32 pages and a wrapper with

‘11 life-like portraits. Orders should be sent at once

to the Publisher, 198, Fleet-street, London, or
through any newsagénf.  The price of this
double number will be 4d ; post free 5d.

EWasonic aud Gewernl Tidings,

A distinguished service reward of £ 100 a year
has been conferred on Lieut.-Gen, H. W. Montagu, C.B.
Royal Engineers; and a similar reward on Lieut.-Gen.
Edmund Ogle, Royal Engineers.

The Hamilton Advertiser understands that the
Prince of Wales will visit the Duke of Hamilton at Hamil-
ton Palace about the middle of January.

Her Majesty is.expected to reside at Windsor
“Castle till a few days before Christmas, and then proceed
to Osborne. .

The Civil Service Review remarks as follows:—
“ A well-known Civil servant, Mr. Emra Holmes, who
has recently brought out a volume of ¢ Tales, Poerus,
and Masonic Papers,’ published by Tweddell and Sons,
of Stokesley, Yorkshire, under the patronage of the Mar-

_quis of Bristol, the Earls of Limerick, Nelson, Stanhope
(to whom the book is dedicated), Lords Cottesloe, Skel-
mersdale, Waveney, Henniker, and a crowd of lesser nota-
bilities, is about to bring out a second series of Tales, &c.,
dedicated by express permission to Prince Leopold, Presi-
dent of the Royal Society of Litcrature, The proceeds of
both works go to the relief of an aged literary brother in
distress, and it is on this account His Royal Highness so
graciously accords his patronage, By such acts as these
of goodness and charity the Royal family endear them-
selves to the people of England, and Mr. Holmes is to be
congratulated on his good fortune.”

Tur CosmopaLITAN as it is more fami-
liarly known among the members of the Craft, is
a very useful calendar, diary, and pocket beok
for Freemasons. It contains a list of the lodges,
chapters, K.T. Encampments, corclaves, and grand coun-
cils of the world, and forms a comprehen-ive Masonic
‘Book of Reference.  This year we find that sixty-eight
new lodges have been consecrated, the last being the
United Manawatu, No. 1721, New Zealand. In its get-up
the pocket book is quite equal to others published by the
trade, and apart from its special merits the brethren will
find the diary of lodge fixtures particularly useful.—North-
ampton Herald, Dec. 8, 1877.

ErraTum.—~By a lapsus calami Bro. Hyam
Moses Levy’s (P.M. 188) name was ‘omitted from the
list of brethren elected to serve on the Board of Benevo-
lence. ' :

RainraLL. —Up to the end of November

" 28.~1 inches of rain were measured at Greenwich, In the
first four months it was 4'8 inches above and in the last
seven 3 inches below the average of sixty-one years.

The demolition of Temple Bar commenced
on Wednesday morning.

A Deartu of Docrors.—The mayors of
six different localities in one of the French departments in-
form the public that the said cantons are destitute of
medical advice, and would warmly receive any medical
men who could sce their way towards scttling amongst
them.—Medical Examiner.

A meeting of the early Grand Cenclave of
English Knights Templar was held on Friday, at the
Cannon-street Hotel. A full report will appear in our
next. . .

Her Majesty the Queen has sent an autograph
letter to the Rev. Canon Beadon, rector of North Stoncham,
Southampton, congratulating him on baving attained on
Wedriesday last 100 years of age. ‘T'he Duke and Duchess
of Coburg have sent similar congratulations tothe venerable
gentleman, who highly appreciates these and similar com-
pliments which have been paid bim. He is in the full
enjoyment of his faculties, :

The Duke of Rutland has offered a site for the
erection of a new church in the northern part of the parish
of lkeston, Derbyshire, and also £ 500 towards the build-
ing fund,

Captain Burton has started from Suez for
Midia, where he hopes to discover a rich mineral country
between two ranges of mountains hitherto unexplored.

The principal saddlers’ ironmongers in Lon-
don have decided to close their cstablishments from Satur-
day afternoon, the 22nd December, until the Thursday
morning following, )

I mentioned to an American friend of mine
the other day the bankruptcy of a merchant who was per.
sonally known to him, and expressed a hope that he was
not vtterly ruined.  He said, “ Well you see, he has been
a kind-hearted and generous man. He has, while wealthy,
made very large settlements on his wife and children, and

.1 guess, after all his liberality, they ain’t going to see the
old man starve,"—Tatler.

On Saturday evening Dr, Samuel Kinns,
F.R.A.S. Principal of the Highbury New Park College,
delivered, at Christ's Haospital, the last of a serics of free
lectures on Animal Physiology. s

The Ceremonies of Consecration and Instal-
lation will be rehearsed in the Crusaders Lodge of Instruc-
tion No. 1677, at the old Jerusalem Tavern, St. John's
Gate, Clerkenwell, on Thursday next, the z2oth inst, at
seven o’clock precisely by Bro, James Terry, Prov. G.D.C.
Herts, P.M. 1 28, 228, 13663 P.Z. 174, 97535 and Scere-
tary to the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution.

Our readers and the public in general would
render great assistance to the Post Office by posting letters,
Christmas cards, &c., on the 24th and the 31st instant as
carly in the day as possible.

Prain NeepLework.—An exhibition ot
children’s plain needlework will be held in the West Gallery
of the South Kensington Museum on Friday and Satur-
day, December, 14 and r5th. The work exhibited will be
the contributions of the children from the metropolitan
clementary schools. The articles shown will be examined
by a committee of ladies, by whom prizes will be awarded.
Last year the exhibition was opened by the Princess
Louise, and the prizes were distributed by the Lady
Mayoress. On the present occasion Lady Burdett-Coutts
will open the exhibition and Lady Reed will distribute the
prizes.

CarrLe Suow.—Carriage riders and those
w ho take an interest in lccomotion on wheels have found
a great deal tofinterest them in the carriage department ofthe
show this week. Foremost amongst exhibitors is the
firm of Messrs. Morganand Co., of Long Acre, whose
improvements in carriages, notably the Cee-spring, and
the self-acting opening and closing landau head, have
created a revolution in carriage-building. These improve-
ments have gained a world-wide recognition jbut to still add
to the comfort and safety of carriage owners this en-
terprising firm has lately introduced a new patent rubber-
cushioned axle, applicable to all kinds of carriages, It
will be scen that when the entire weight of the vehicle
and its contents rests upon the clastic india-rubber
cushions around the axle-box, there is necessarily an ab-
sence of vibration, jolting, and the unpleasant drumming
noise peculiar to panelled carriages.  1f a good article
recommends itsclf, Messrs, Morgan and Co.’s carriages
should mect with universal approval.

The name of the late Bro. George Frank
Gouley, Grand Sceretary of the Grand Lodge of - Missouri,
by order of the National Grand Lodge of Egypt, on May
25th, 1877, was inscribed in the Book of Gold “ Libro o’
Oro" of that Grand Body, as an bonorary member, and
a memorial tablet in the Masonic Teruple at Alexandria
has been fraternally inscribed to his memory,

A day festival in aid of the hoyal General
Theatiical Fund will te held on Saturday at the Royal
Aquarium, Jent for the occasion by Mr, Robertson.  Mr.
Sims Reeves and a whole host of dramatic celebrities have
promised their assistance, and a considerable benefit for a
deserving charity can scarcely fail to be realised.

The Masonic Lodges of New Mexico, all of
which have hitherto been working under charters from the
Grand Lodge of Missouri, by convention of delegates has or-
ganized and established the Grand Lodge of New Mexico,

“with William W, Griffin, Grand Master, and Dav. .

Miller, Grand Secretary.  This completes the chain.
There is now a Grand Lodge in every state and territory
of the United States, and in every province of British
America. Masonry also prevails in nearly every division
of South America, Australin, New Zealand, the Hawaiian
Kingdom, Europe and India, It also exists in Africa,
China and Japan. Itis in fact almost world-wide in ats
extent, influence and benefit, and if its votaries continue
to be true to its principles it will soon unite the whole
human race as a common brotherhoed, Not that it will
do away with all distinctions, but that it will secure ajl in
their just rights and amenities,

At the Council held on Wednesday by the
Queen, at Windsor Castle, it was ordered that Parliament
be further prorogued to the 1;th proximo.

A lady residing near Sheffield died the other
day. One relative survived her, an only sister. The lady
¢ft £400,000, and of this sum her sister receives £ 1ooo.

The report of the last meeting of the Etonian
Lodge of St. John Ne. 20g, reached us too late for insertion
in present number. It shall appear in our next.

The following are the oflicers of the Grand
Council R, and 8. Masters of Ohio for the ensuing year:
—S. W. Courtwright, of Circleville, Grand. Master; C.
A. B, Senter, of Columbus, Deputy Grand Master 3 S. M.
Sullivan, of Dayton, Grand {rincipal Conductor of the
Work ; F. [J. Phillips, of Georgetown Grand ‘freasurer;
John D, Caldwell, of Cincinnati, Grand Recorder.

‘The Coal Tar Soap and Solution of Coal Tar,
manufactured by Messrs, H. V. Wright & Co., have now
become very valvable assistants to the doctor and the
nurse, both in hospitals and in private sick rooms. The
former a firm, pleasantly scented, perfectly antiseptic soap,
is of the greatest utility to medical men ; to people afflicted
with any malady of the skin, and is a perfectly good ar-
ticle for all cleansing purpeses, while the latter, which
holds in aleoholic solution the active principles of coal
tar, such as benzine, naphthaline, and phenic acid, is the
best deodoriser and antiseptic wash extant, being’ far
superior to carbolic acid, which unquestionably irritates
both exposed nerves and sound skin, It mixes easily with
water, forming a permanent emulsion, and in' various
strengths may be made use of as a mouth wash, a
gargle, and for all skin deccases.

Early on Thursday morning Vice Chancellor
Bacon's chambers sitvated at No. 11, New-square, Lin-
coln’s-inn, were burnt out.  The fire originated, it is
believed, with an explosion of gas in the rear of the
building,  One of the most valuable law libraries in the
inn had only recently been removed from the premises,

Dec. 15, 1877,

The Anniversary Festival of the Royal Mg
sonic Benevalent Institution for aged Freemasons am-l
widows of Freemasons will take place on Wednesday the
13th day of February, 1878, at Freemasons’ Tavern, ,His
Grace the Duke of St. Albans will preside.  Bra. James
Terry, Sceretary, will be glad to receive from brethren de-
sirous of accepting the office of Steward, their names
and Masonic rank at as early a date as convenient.

The Canadian Craftsman is gratified to learp
that official intimation has been received of the cordial and
fraternal recognition of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Quebec by the Grand Chapters of the States of
Massachusetts and Connecticut.

Mr. Welsh, the new American Minister,arrived
at St. Pancras from Liverpool on Wednesday evening, ang
was received by Mr. Fierrepont and the members of the
American Legaticn.

Bro. Commander Cheyne, R.N., delivered 3
lecture on Arctic Exploration to a large audience assem.
bled in the lecture theatre of the Birkbeck Institution on
Wednesday night,

Bro. Fort’s unequalled volume—* The Early
History ard Antiquities of Freemasonry, as connected with
Ancient Norse Guilds, and the Oriental and Medival
Building Fraterrides,” is becoming popular abroad as well
as at home.  An cdition of it has been taken by a Lon.
don publisher, and we find it advertised in both the Scot-
tish and English Masonic papers.  The fourth edition of
this standard work is about to appear in this city.—AKey-
stone.

An official decree has deferred from the 1st of
January, 1878, to the 1st of January, 1883, the date at
which subordinete officials in certain French-speaking
districts of Alsace-Lotraine will be required to use the
German language.

CarTLE Snow.—Forty-five thousand was the
number of persons who passed the turnstiles up to the
close of the show on Wednesday. Large as the figures
appear they are just 8oco below the corresponding day of
last year, when they rcached 33,000,

New Porice Recurarion.—The following
provisional order has been issued from the office of the
Commissioners of Police :—* Pending the decision of the
Secretary of State as to the old system of detection of
crime, all gratuities given by private persons or public
bodies to police employed in plain clothes or in uniform
in recognition of services rendered in making inquiries
respecting evidence, or for the arrest of criminals, are to
be paid into a gratuity fund kept by the recciver. Direc-
tions will be given as soon as possible to the disposal of
this fund, and great care will be taken that the conduct
of the individual officer is recognised when the award is
made.  The particulars of all such gratuities are to be
.continued to be reported, and the commissioner will direct
in each case what amounts are to be paid into the Bank
of England on a receivable order after submitting the
usual vouchers."” Great dissatisfaction is said to be felt
by the police at this new regulation,.—ZEvening Standard,

SaLe or Suares IN THE New River
Compaxv.—In the year 1852 the interests of the share-
holders in this company, which was established in the
reign of Charles 1., were valued at £1,519,953. Yester-
day seven lots of sixtieth parts of a King's share were
sold for L1590 to L1630 cach; six 120th part shares
bronght from L780to {790 cach; and eleven new L1o0
shares produced L3710,

On Tuesday afternoon a purse of oo guineas
and a silver salver were presented to Mr. Coxhead, on his
retirement, after a service of 31 years, from the post of dis-
trict superintendent of the South-Hastern Railway at
gmlr;sgatc. The presentation took place at the Town

all.

Boro.—A new strategical and scientific game,
issued by Dean and Son, offers many attractions. It isa
game of skill—in fact 2 tiny war—affording unflagging
interest, varied changes, and great surprises. Possessing
therefore, every element that deserves popularity, it ought
not to be classed among the ephemerm of the season, The
rules of the game, and the method of playing, have
been so clearly written by Robert 11, Mair, Esq., LL.D.,
that every d'\fﬁ?ulty in acquiring them is entircly obviateds

A - complimentary banquet to Lord Justice
Thesiger, on ‘his clevation to the Lench, was given on
Wednesday - cvening by the members of the South
Eastern Circuit, at the Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-strect.
The guests numbered 150, Mr. Montagu Chambers, Q.C.
took the chair, and was supported by Lord Justice Bram-
well, Baron Pollock, Mr. Justice Denman, Sir james
Hannen, Sir Henry Hawkins, Mr, Sergeant Parry, and
others.

The Pope has fowarded to the Duke of
Norfolk, through Cardinal Howard, his special blessing,
accompanicd with his Holiness’s most affectionate con-
gratulations on his marriage, transmitting at the same
time to his Grace, through the hands of his Eminence, 2
very-beautiful and costly mosaic of the Bridge of Tivoli.—
Weekly Register, -

‘I'ne TELeéHoNE.—Tn consequence of the
large’ attendance expected on the evening of Wednesday
next, when Professor Bell will repeat his lecture on the
telephone before the Society of Arts, the council have
made arrangements for the fecture to be delivered in the
great hall of the Freemasons’ Tavern, Great Queen-streety
W.C.. instead of at the Society’s house. .

Masonic Songs.—A selection of Masonic
Songs sct to popular airs, written by Bro, E. P. Fhilpots,
M.D,, F.R.G.S., is now ready, forming a handsome
volume, bound in_cloth, with gilt edges, 35.  Sent post
free from the, office of this paper on receipt of stamps or
post-office order valuc 35, 2d,—AbvT,
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NOTES ON ART, &c. .

M. Taine’s ““ History of English Literature™
has been translated into German, and brought out at
Berlin.

Arrrcavy ExrrorarioN.—The French expe-
dition to Equatorial Africa, compased of old African sharp-
shooters, under the command of a licutenant of Turcos,
Comte de Sémélé, starts on the 15th prox., and landing at
the mouth of the Niger, will try to reach the Eastern
Coast, while the King of the Belgians has sent out Captain
Raymakers, of the Congo, towards the centre of Africa, in
order to mieet the Belgian Expedition, wvnder Captain
Crispal, which bas begun operations from the Eastern
Coast.

Cooking by Means of Solar Rays has been
iried successtully at Bombay, and an apparatus has been
contrived to cook chops and steaks in the open air as well
and expeditionsly as over an ordinary fire. The appara-
tus consists of a copper vessel, tinned inside and painted
black outside, with a glass cover enveloping the vessel
with an inch of het air, and fixed on to the bottom of a
conical veflector lined with common silvered sheet glass.
3 propesly covered over it will retain the heat for full
three hours and a half.

We are informed that it is now definitely
arranged that Temple Bar will be pulled down and remov-
ed befere the end of the year, most probably in Christmas
week,  The commission for carrying this object into effect
has been intrusted to Messrs.Mowlem, Burt, and Freeman,
and the necessary preparations will be made forthwith. It
is calculated that a week, or ten day at the very outside,
will be sufficient for the operations, and such a force of
men will be put upon the work that the street trafic will
niot be stopped for mere than two days, or three at the out-
side. The stones as we have already stated, will all be
numbered, and will be placed for a time on a vacant space
of land in Farringdon-road until some definite place is
fixed by the Court of Common Council as a site for the
Bar.

Experiments with the Telephone have been
made between Aberdeen and Inverness with great success
Songs and choruses were distinetly transmitted and
conversations well cuuried on at the distance of 108
miles.

Trov.~—On Thursday morning last, Mr. Glad-
stone spent an hour and a half in inspecting the Trojan
antiquities which Dr. Schliemann is arranging for public
exhibition at the South Kensington Muscum.  In the
afternoon her Royal Highness the Princess Louise and the
Marquis of Lorne visited the collection, and  con-
versed for some time with the discoverer in German as
well as in English,

Tue Virue ov Fresu Air.—Recent sta-
tistics show that the rate of mortality among grocers is
as 56 to 100 among the general population at equal ages,
while the death-rate among drapers isas 108 to 100 by the
same standard. Onanalyzing the cause of this difference
between the drapers and the grocers, it is found that it
lies in the mode of living, The discase which destroys
the draper is pulmonary consumption.  The explanation
is simple. The grocer lives in a shop, the door of which
is open the whole ¢ay, and he is very active himself ia
business 3 the draper, on the other hand, lives ina close
place with the daors of his shop closed, and in a dusty,
close atmosphere. No one whose pleasure or business calls
on him to enter the majority of our large drapery empor-
poriums in  London but will feel in a position to testify to
the truth of this description,  The heat and closeness which
are their usual characteristic sufficiently accounts for the
gencral pallor and unhealthy appearance of the male and
female attendants in them.— Sanitar y Record.

Tug Lire Mr. Durnay, A.R.A.—~By the
will of the late J. Durbam, A.R.A, F.S.A, Mr. Rac-
makers, of Pimlico, London, has been left to complete his
unfinished works.  Mr. Raemakers, who for the last
twenty years has been the filend and associate of the late
great sculptor, has received this token of the high esteem
infwhich he held his artistic capabilities.  Mr. Raemakers
will be recognised by his works exhibited in the Royal
Academy, among which are portraits busts of the Earland
Countess of Clancarty, the Hon. Mrs, Trench, and the
Marquis of Bristol, .

The Britisu Muoseum, — The  British
‘Museum has bought Sir Henry Rawlinson’s fine collection
of Arabic MSS.—Athenwum.

Ant 1y Invieroorn.—The Liverpool Cor-
poration Autumn Exhibition closed on Saturday night with
a conversazione, and the rooms of the Walker Art Gal-
lery were overcrowded, The Exhibition has been a great
success, having been visited during the three months by
upwards of 72,000 persons, besides 2298 scason ticket
holders, and pictures to the value of £9267 have been
sold, Last Friday night 2568 persons paid for admission.

The Darien Canal is attracting fresh attention
in Paris, and Licutenant Wyse, who made the preliminary
survey last year, bas started afresh to complete his work.
M. de Lesseps estimates the cost of the canal at
£24,000,000, and advocates a line starting from the river
Tuyra, on the Pacific Coast, through a cutting to the Chu-
cunaque river, thence up the valley of the Tiati, througha
tunnel between cight and cight and-a-half miles long, into
the valleys of the Acanti and Tolo, reaching the Atlantic
at Port Gandi. . i

The Society of Lady Artists will hold their
exhibition for 188 at the Gallery, 43, Great Marlborough
Street. Works received on the 11th and y2th of Febraary.
The Art Criticism Meetings (established in connection with
this Society) will be held during the latter part of December
-and during January, Examining Visitor, W. H, Fisk, of
University College.

' houscwife,

- Rebiclos.

“Old Jonathan.” City Press, Aldersgate-strect.

This interesting and luostrated publication for the
young is still radiantly to the fore. It deserves alike
perusal and patronage.

“Floral Designs for the Table” By John Perkins,
Wyman and Song, 81, Great Queen-strect.

This is & most comely book for the drawing-room
table, and a most useful one for the careful and ingenious
The floral decoration of the table is an art yet
to te studied and realised, and we consider Mr. Perkins’s
work as most clever and commendable.  We offer it to
the notice of all who admire flowers and wish to make
use of them on all occasions, whether to gratify the sight,
or to-adorn the room or the dinner table,

“Ralender fur Freimaurer,” By Bro. C. Van Dalen.

Leipzig: Bro. J. G, Findel.”

We have received and read with pleasure this ussfal
German NMasonic Annual, It isadmirably edited, and the
information it gives is alike correct and important. Indeed,
it is impossible to arrive at a true understanding of the
German Masonic organization (about which so many
errors prevail), without studying cavefully 8ro. Van Dalen’s
interesting and valuable ¢ vade mecum.” We congratulate
both Editor and Publisher on its seasonable and acceprable
appearance.

-

“Early French Lessons,” “First French Lessons.” By
Hexri Bre, Hachette and Co., 18, King William-
strect, W.C.

T'hese little works are very useful to beginners in French.
We hail their appearance, because we are amongst those
who desiderate 2 more extensive study of French by our
youth of both scxes.  Sure we are of this, that if we hope
to see a national advance in all that pertains to civilizing
artsand sympathics, we must get rid of the old heresy,
that we are over-educating our young people.  Education
is cither good or bad. M good we have no right to limit
its arca, or minimise its gifts.  We must, as an inspired
writer says, ¢ Cast ‘ our’ bread upon the waters,” and de-
pend upon it, by God's blessing, we shall “ find it after
many days.”

THE SWEDENBORGIAN RITE.

Those who have marked the progress of this important
and interesting Rite will be glad to hear that another
lodge and temple have just been formed at Liverpool, and
constituted as the Royal Oscar Lodge and Temyple, No. 9.
The first W.M. of this lodge is Bro. Thomas Clarke, P\
of the St, John's Lodge, (733 the first Senjor Warden is
Bro. William Thomas May, another PO, of the same
lodge; and the first Junior Warden is Bro. Thomas
Roberts, P.M. The newlodge and temple have been very
efficiently started by the main efforts of Bro. Major George
Turner, the Provincial Grand Master for the District for the
Rite, and promises to be energetically worked with every
prospect of a prosperous future.  The lodge has been
named in honour of H.M. the King of Sweden, and many
Scottish brethren arc expected to join it.  We understand
that an eminent Masonic jeweller has the very elegant
jewel of the Rite in hand, and no doubt many brethven
will be anxious to see it when finished.  The Swedenbor-
gian Rite contains illustrations of Masmic science of the
greatest interest to Past Masters and Mark Master Masons.

The small extent to which the practice of
farmers is as yet amenable to the clementary principles of
science is deplorable,  The need of shelter; the folly of
allowing rain to wash the manure; the frightful waste of
straw ; the reckless consumption of hay; the injudicious
use of roots; the want of system in the assortment and
mixing of food ; the foolish purchasing of bad foods; and
the persistent practice of buying inferior animals—these
and other faults of management are, we are loth to confess
it, almost a rule, No doubt many of us know better, still
are guilty of similar weaknesses in our management.
 Any tool can farm if he has his pockets well lined,” and
the wisest man must put up with bad buildings and res-
trained expenditure when he or his landlord is short of cash.
f.ct him be as wise as Solomon and as strong as Samson,
he cannot use cither his wisdom or his strength if he is
crippled in his resources.  Covered yards, well-arranged
machinery, well.selected stock, increased Iabour, liberal use
of artificial foods and manures, all mean more money, and
we think Mr. Mechi is not far wrong when he gives his
opinion that twice the present farming capital might be
profitably expended upon the land.—dgricullural Gazetle,

Mr. Warrington Wood, the scalptor, hasbeen
made a member of the Academy of St, Luke, the blue
ribbon of the profession at Rome.

Tue Rovsr Acapemvy.—It is understood
that in addition to the contributions to the Royal Academy
Winter Exhibition of this season which we have already
mentioned as promised, the Duke of Buccleuch has con-
sented to Jend the whole of his magnificent gathering of
engravings, by all the best astists, in the finest states of
the works, from the paintings of Sir Joshua Reynolds.
This famous collection is nearly complete, and has been
for many years in the charge of Messrs. Dominic Colnaghi
and Co.” Mr Anderson will probably lend his fine gather-
ing of prints after Romney. The Rev. J. J. Hey wood, Mr.
Paget, Mr. R. Fisher, Mr. Addington, and other well-known
collectors will be represented,—Atheneum,

The House of Commons Telegraph Office is
about to be connected with the Central Telegraph Office
by means of a pneumatic tube,

ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
INSTITUTION.

The monthly mecting of the Committec of this Institu-
tion was held on Wednesday afternoon, at Frecmasons’
Hall

Bro. Col. Creaton, V.P., presided, and the other brethren
present were Bros. C. A, Cottebrune, S. Rawson, George
Bolton, Joseph Smith, C. J. Perceval, Griffiths Smith,
John March Case, Dr. Jabez Hogg, Thomas Cubitt,
William  Stephens, L. Stean, H. Massey, (Freemason);
and James Teiry, (Scerctary).

After the reading of the minutes the Warden’s report
was reacs A notice of motion was put on the paper for
pensioning the gardener at Croydon.

"1‘.wo widows were granted half their late husband’s an-
nuities.

The Secretary reported that he had reccived a notice
from the Local Board of Health of Croydon, te repair the
road and footpath in Freemasons' Read, Croydon, but
saild he had been advised not to notice it; that the Board
waould do the wurk required and would charge the Institu-
tion with the cost.

Four brethren and four widows petitioned to be placed
on the list of candidates for next clection in May. One
case was deferred, the others were placed on the list,

It was resolved that all the brethren who are annui-
tants on this Institution who are Tylers of lodges should
send in to the Secretary a statement of their income from
all sources in addition to their annuities, with the names
of the Jodges and chapters that they tyled.

Bro. Jamcs Terry, after some formal business had been
disposed of, obtained the permission of the committec for
the use of the large hall of the Asylum at Croydon, for
an entertainment to the old people on the 2nd January.

't he Chairman said that before the bretbren separated
he wished to make a few observations on one subject. He
was sure that all the brethren would feel with bim that
this annual dinner should be given to the old people. It
afforded them a great deal of pleasure, and it was a pro-
per thing to be doune. But the Institution had not hitherto
paid for it, and the way the requisite money was raised
was by the voluntary subscriptions of brethren, for which
the Sceretary asked them. Now he thought it would be
a much more dignified course to follow, for the Institution
itself to make a grant from its funds instcad of laying the
burden on the S:cretary to go round to brethren and beg
for such small sums as might be required.  He threw it
out as a suggestion.  The Institution could well afford
the money, and he thought it would be much nicer that it
should grant it.

Bro. Joscph Smith supported the Chairman’s view, and
was very gliud the Chairman had spoken about this mat-
ter; brcavse in all these Institutions the trastees annually
gave the inmates an extra treat.  He agreed with the
Chairman that they should not put it upon the Secretary
to go round and ask for subscriptions for this dinner. No
doubt some one would always give, and he thought it
most likely the same persons gave every year.

The Chairman asked Bro, Terry how much he wanted.

Bro. Teniy said these entertainments usually cost about
£30 or £32. He had some twenty-five guineas towards
that amount already. L5 was all he now required.

‘The Chairman said it helived till the following Christ-
mas he should move that the Institution pay the whole
amount,

Bro. Terry said he had several brethren who made do-
nations, Bro. Wm. Hale always sent a pound of tobacco
for each old man, and a pound of tea for each old woman.
Another brother sent o bottle of whisky for each inmate s
Bro. Farnfield sent a bottle of sherey cach; and another
brother provided the magic lantern,

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the pro-
ceedings,

Obitaury.
BRO. WILLIAM PURSHON, P.M, 24.

Bro. William Purshon, who died on 24th November at
Killingworth, near Newcastle-on-Tyne, was initiated,
passed and raised, (by dispensation) on Feb, 14, 1815, in
Lodge No, 24 ; joined Northern Countics Lodg, No. 406,
215t June, 1830, and served the office of W.M,, &c.;
exalted in Chapter No. 24, on 26th November, 1817, and
joined Chayter No. 400, 1oth January, 1837, of what he
was P.Z.; was made a Knight Templarin the Royal
Kent Encampment, No. 43, 5th January, 1816, and on the
appointment of H.R.H. as M.E. and 8. Grand Master,
was nominated Prov. Grand Prior for Northumoerland
and Berwick, which office he held at the time of his death.

He was buried at Killingworth, December 1st.  His
funeral, although private was attended by over 3oo of his
friends and tenants, and his loss will be much felt in the
neighbourhood, where he was most highly estecmed.

At Bolton, on Monday, a new chimmney, go
feet high, which was being straightencd, fell upon an
engine-house and other premises, doing damage to the
extent of £1,000, and causing serious injuries to a young
man and a boy.

—

~ Hotroway's Oixtyent asp Pines.—Colds, Coughs, Shortness of
Breath.—These corrective remedies are infallible for these pectoral
complaints, which, neglected, often end in asthma, bronchitis, or
consumption. ‘The Ointment well rubbed upon the chest and
back, penetrating the skin, iscarried directly tothe lungs, whence
it expels all impurities.  All the blood in the body constantly
passes through the lungs, and there all noxious particles tending
to produce disease, can he quickly, thoroughly, and permanently
nentratised, rendered harmiess, or ejected from the system. Hollo-
way's Uintment and Pills peifectly accomplish this puritication;;
and throngh the blood, thus cleansed, the influence of these
wonderful medicaments reaches the remotest parts of the human
body ; and thus cures all all discased action, whether internal o r
external,—ADvT,
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TO OUR READERS.

The Freeyasox isa Weekly Newspaper, price
2d. Itis published every Friday morning, and
contains the most important, interesting, and
useful information relating to Freemasonry in
every degree. Subscription, including postage :

United America, India, India, Ching, &e
Kingdom, the Continent, &¢, Via Brindisi.

Twelve Months  10s. 6d. 12s. od. 158, 4d.
Six " §s. 30. 6s. 6d. 8s. 8d.
Three ” 2s. 84d. 3s. 3d. 4s. Gd.

Subscriptions may be paid for in stamps, but Post
Office Orders or Cheques are preferred, the former payable

to

GEORGE KENNING, CHIEF OFFICE, LONDON,
the latter crossed London and Joint Stock Baunk.

Advertisements and other business communications
should be addressed 1o the Publisher.

Communications on literary subjects and books for
review are to be forwarded to the Editor.  Anonymous
correspondence will be wholly disregarded, and the return
of rejected MSS. cannot be guaranteed.

Further intormation will be supplied on application to
the Publisher, 198, Fleet-street, London,

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Coroniar and ForREIGN SUBSCRIBERS are
informed that acknowledgments of remittances
received are published in the first number of
every month,

It is very necessary for our readers to advise
us of all money orders they remit, more espe-
cially those from the United States of America
and India; otherwise we cannot tell where to
credit them.

NOTICE. ,

To prevent delay or miscarriage, it is particu-
larly requested that ALL communications for
the FrerMason, may be addressed to the
Offfice, 198, Fleet-street, London.

TO ADVERTISERS.

The Freemasox hias a large circulation in all parts of
the Globe, its advantages as an advertising medium can
therefore scarcely be overrated.

ADVERTISEMENTS to ensure insertion
in current week’s issue should reach the
Office, 198, Fleet~street, by 12 o’clock on
Wednesdays.

Qustoers Lo dorvespondents,

lames Braciz,—The matter referred to is more for

the Board of General Purposes than for the Freemason.
BOOKS, &c., RECEIVED.

“ Haijnal;”  “Keystone; " ¢ Masonic  Eclectic 3"
#El Cincel;” “Hebrew Leader;” ¢ Risorgimento; "
“Night and Day;» * Pictorial News; " * Scottish Free-
mason;” “Kalender fur  Friemauriers” ¢ Canadian
Craftsman;” “ Almanack and Diary, 18%8,” Moses and
Somy" ¢ Der Triangel” ¢ The Avcher” (Christmas num-
ber of *'The Quiver”) ; Christmas number ¢ Sporting
and Dramatic News; " ““Book of Episodes.”

Bivths, Fhacriages, and Deaths,

> . >
{The charge is 2s. 6d. for announcements, not exceed-
ing four lincs, under this heading.]

BIRTHS.

DenT.—On the 1oth inst., at Mayfield, Upper Tooting, the
wile of Stanley Dent, of a son.

FawceTt,—On the gth inst,, at Neweastle-on-Tyne, the
wife of W, J. Fawcett, Surgeon Army Muedical Depart-
ment, of a daughter,

Russent.—On the gth inst, at Ashow Rectory, ncar
Kenilworth, the wife of the Reve Alex. H. Monckton
Russcll, of a daughter,

MARRIAGES.

Canren—JoNes.—On the zth inst, at Holy Trinity
Church, Hampstead, by the Rev. H. S. Humphreys,
uncle of the bride, Albert Carter, Esq., Shortlands, Kent,
to Edith, youngest daughter of the late Thomas Jones,
Esq., of Greville-place, Kilburn, and Saint Lucia, W.L

DEATHS.

Cenrrs—On the 1g9th inst, at Burfield Lodge, Old
Windsor, Burks, Henry T'homas Curtis, Esq., aged 78
years.

Davies~—~On the gth inst., at his residence, 82, Rye-lane,
Peckham, after a long and painful illness, John Davics,
in the G3rd year of hisage. Friends will kindly accept
this intimation.

JAcksoN.—On the 8th inst., at Hderton, Northumberland,
the Rev, C. Jackson, of Hucknall Torkard, Notts, nged
61.

NavLor.—~—On the 2nd inst., at Western Villa, Stoneycroft,
Liverpool, aged 61, Wm, Frederick} Naylor, Lodge
261, (Harmonic), proprietor of the Vine Hotel, Great
Charlotte-street, Liverpool,

The Freemason,

SaTurpay, DECEMBER 15, 187 7.

BRO. FINDEL'S LETTER.

™ We print in another page a letter from Bro.
Findel, which will, we fear, hardly give satis-
faction to any readers of the Freemason, and
will be deeply cbjected to by all Anglo-Saxon
Freemasons. Bro. Findel, it seems, objects to
our article on ““ The Theistic Teaching of Free-
masonry,” which appeared in our issue of 1st
December, and declares that it is——Popery ! We
leave such a very unwise and unfair, in fact ab-
surd remark to the appreciation of our many
readers. For now, alas! out comes the trath.
Bro. Findel approves of the act of the Grand
Orient of France, which is unanimously repro-
bated by a million of Anglo-Saxon Masons, and
seems very angry with us for objecting to so re-
volutionary an innovation, and like angry people
is a little incoherent, and to say the truth, not a
little unreasonable. One of his statements will
arouse our numerous readers. His argument, as
regards our Old Charges, appears to be this: If a
man is an Atheist, he is not absolutely ineli-
gible, but only if he is a *“stupid” Atheist;
a gloss we would beg to observe, worthy of those
astute gentlemen, concerning whom, as we
may know, Bro. Findel does not often speak in
the most complimentary terms. To those who
understand the English language such a remark
will appear to be both unreasonable and childish,
for by the epithet “stupid” our Charges
convey a term of reproach, not a rpallia-
ting term for the word Atheist. Paraphras-
tically these words would say —if any one
is so stupid as to be an Atheist, he 1s not
fit for the society of Freemasous, who reverently
recognise and trust in T.G.A.O.T.U.; no one
can really be so stupid as to be an Atheist—
** Atheos,”'—mno one ought ta be so stupid, and if
he is so stupid he ought not to be a Freemason.
There is no other construction possible of
such simple words, and any other inter-
pretation would Jand us in a fertile region
of non-natural evasion and Jesuitical subtlety,
wholly unworthy our honest and plain-
speaking, right-mmded Craft. Knowing as we
do the high ability, the zeal and energy, and the
Masonic sympathy of Bro. Findel, we deeply
regret to see his name appended to such a letter,
and much less to read the observations he has
thought fit to send us. But we should
not be doing our duty as honest journalists and
English Masors if we did not at once say to
him kindly, and firmly—that his views if carried
to logical conclusions must end in the de-
struction of true Freemasonry.  Indeed, this
hasty and unwise tampering with ancient
landmarks and sacred truths secems to us most
perverse and unjustifiable, and we protest once
again against that cruel agitation and that revolu-
tionary change of the Orient' of France, which
has convulsed Cesmopolitan Freemasonry, and
may result in the most deplorable consequences,
In England, as in Ireland, and Scotland, and
America, and Canada, we mean to stand firmly
“ super vias antiquas "' and will continue to ex-
clude as we actually shall reject all Atheists, ail
thosz who, whether “ stupid ” or otherwise,
cannot, with us, conscientiously acknowledge and
believe in T.G.A.O.T.U,

FREEMASONRY IN IRELAND.

We rejoice to be able to call the attention of our
bretaren to there-opening and there. dedication of
the Masonic Hall, Dublin, which took place on
Wednesday, the sth inst., under the distinguished
presidency of the Grznd Master, the Duke of
Abercorn, and a brilliant gathering of Grand
Officers, and W. Masters, Past Masters, and
brethren of the Irish lodges. The entire cere-
mony seems to have passed over with great
eclat, and happy success, and to have given
great satisfaction to all who were privileged to
take part in it.” In our Christmus number (Dec.
22nd) will appear adetailed and architectural ac-
count of the restored hall, all too long for our
crowded weekly columns, unfortunately. 'We beg

to congratulate our Irish brethren on this

=

great advance in Masonic arrangements
and westhetic decoration. We refer our readers
to the description of the Hall in the Christmag
.F reemason, which we trust will interest them, ag
it has interested us, and we rejoice to think that
so much has been accomplished in a right direc-
tion and so well. We trust that under thejr
most excellent Grand Master, the Irish Craft, ag
we doubt not, will continue to progress in
brotherly union, zeal, and good will, and that
despite the special difficulties of their situation
in Ireland, we may have to report from time to
time how well and happily the good old
Craft weathers every gale and conquers every
foe. There is, however, one point to which we
feel bound to allude. Animated as we are, and
ever have been, with the best and truest feelings
towards our Irish brethren, we wish that we
could give more reports from lIreland, week by
week, and that ail difficulties were smoothed
away, by authority, which stand in the way of
our receiving proper Masonic info:mation. The
present Irish Masonic system of discouraging
all Masonic reports, works most prejudicialiy
for our Irish Brethren. Reports of the Grand
Lodge proceedings appear in Ultramontane
papers, in  journals deliberately hostile to the
Irish Grand Lodge, but the Freemason, always
friendly, is debarred from detailing what non-
Masonic and inimical newspapers openly pub-
lish. Even as regards the last resclution at the
Irish Grand Lodge, we were indebted to private
hands for a copy of the official circular, and we
venture to think that such a course of procedure
is neither very wise, nor, to say the truth, very
Masonic.  'We speak inall of good will and
good feeling to our worthy brethren in Ireland.
We repeat that we are only too happy to repart
their meetings and their proceedings, and we can
only trust that in the future, by a wise and
Masonic change in this respect, we may recéive,
and we may be permitted to report, the “sayings
and doings”’ of the Irish Craft.

WHAT IS TOLERATION:

It appears to us, from a good many addresses
which we read, both religious and secular, and
from many speeches which we hear, that the
true meaning of this word is hardly understood
by us as it should be, and that it has either a
double or a non-natural significance for many at
the present hour. As philanthropic and large-
hearted Mascns, it seems to be our bounden
duty to clear away any doubts or dimness which
time and circumstances have concurred to accu-
mulate round a word so frequently used, and yet
as it seems to us so little really understoed,
What then is Toleration 2 To answer this ques-
tion, we must go back a little and invoke alike
the patience and attention of our readers,  There
is a limited view of toleration which we think
we may at once dismiss to the limbo of forgotten
fallacies, and effete superstitions. It is this,
you hear people often loudly talking about toler-
ation, and saying, “ we arc most tolerant, Sir,”
only, however, cre long to realize, that what they
mean by toleration is “ endurance " of certain
opinions simply because either they cannot help
themselves, or because they think it better
“ quicta non movere.”  But endurance is not
toleration. Endurance is a factitious feeling, so
to say, as regards any teaching either in respect
of the psychology of man, or the “ Tu Kalon,”
or the ““ Tu Agathon,” of earthly striving and
aspirations. But Toleration is a principle, living
and real, which is intended to dominate the in-
tellectual, and the metaphysical perceptions of
ourrace! It is one thing to endure, to submit
to views and dogmata which we cannot help
being propounded, or could not wellinterfere with,
and quite another thing on a great broad principle
of teaching and action, to concede to anothcr,(qf
course within certain needful limits), the *li-
berty of prophesying,’’ the right of individual
conviction, the sanctity of private judgement.
And this is what we call Toleration—true Tolera-
tion—that gracious and genial dogma which lies
at the foundation of all Masonic profession, and
accompanies it always in practice, is in fact S
abstract avowal, and its concrete performance.
Let us see, then, how such a principle as this acts
and works in the world, of which we are now
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citizens for time, and looking on, let us never
forget, through time to eternity, when we and all
our race shall stand beforc the ‘¢ Great White
Throne of the Judge of all Men.” Having dis-
posed of that limited view of Toleration, which
is very common, and very popular, but which
whenever it is tried is “ found wanting,” let us

o on to see, if we cam, what are the < marks ”
of that better and truer tolerating spirit which it
should be our endeavour as Freemasons, to cuiti-
vate, and always to uphold. Of course it is per-
fectly clear to the eye of common sense, when we
touch upon the “raison d'etre’ of Toleration,
needful as we believe it to be for the happiness,
the peace, and the progress of mankind, that
such a truth mast have some limitation, neverthe-
less, alize in precept and in action. And admitted
its necessity and its sacredness, even, we must
be just even while laying down broadly and cla-
borately its lines of true thought and truer prac-
tice. A religious body, for instance, has clearly
a right to say “for the preservation of peace and
unity, for the maiatenance of the faith™ (as it
teaches it), ¢ we impose certainarticles of agree-
ment, certain creeds, certain tests,and tokens of ad-
herence, and all whocannot conscientiously accept
them must either submit or demit.”” No one can
allege that any religious budy soteaching,so acting,
transgresses the limits of Toleration, becausz all
first principles are accepted, remember, subject to
certain agreement with the laws of self perserva-
tion, self defence, common safety, common sense,
otherwise, the woild wonld soon have to be
governed by a hybrid system of fictitious deve-
lopment, by mendacious axioms, by an outcome
of mingled fanaticism and impiety. If it should
ever happen, that any member of a religious
body finds that, on mature reflection, or calm
diagnosis of dogmatical doctrine, or practical life,
by the “ evolution,” so to say, of certain under-
lying consequences of certain assumed truths, he
cannot consistently teach as his denomination
teaches, then the only course open for a man of
probity and conscience, is to makehis bow, and
seek elsewhere the liberty denied to him, as he
feelsin that circle of ecclesiatical teaching to which
hebelongs, even though it terms itself the one
true church. But having done this, his respon-
sibility ceases, in respect of the body of which
he has been an adherent.  Ountside its pale, hon-
estly and conscientiously, (and let us admire free-
spoken and fair-spoken conscientiousness, in all,
be they who they may), he has no right to be
persecuted “ for conscience sake.”  This is true
Toleration, but any wider application, as
regards the just right of religious bodies,
becomes hyper-liberalism and hopeless lati-
tudinarianism.  'We think that we have now
disposed of two formidable and “ burning ques-
tions,” and may now safcly proceed to detine,
“more nostro,’’ trae Toleration. True Toleration,
then, as expounded and practised in Freemasonry,
implies that we accord to others the same right
of private judgment which we claim for our-
selves. We admit the sanctity of conscience;
we uphold the freedom of worship and beliet ;
we judge no man; we impose no creed; we
neither mingle with the controversies of Chris-
tians themselves ; nor do we enter into the anta-
gonisms of non-Christians. Inside the lodge,
all we ask of our brethren is, that they believe
and trust in a Personal and Living, Creating,
Preserving, Ruling, Saving, and Juaging God
Most High, and that all shall co-operate in
works of pioussympathy and large-hearted bene-
volence. But beyond this we do not go, beyond
this we do not dogmatize, beyond this we do not
enquire, beyond this we do not wish or want to
know. 1Is not this true Folerationt We think
that it may fairly claim that namz, both in theory
and in effect. To realize that the world is
wide enough for wus all, that we are
not sent into this world to curse, to
persecute one another, is alike worthy of trae
religious and sagacious philosophy. For who of
us can lay claim to infallibility ¢ Who of us has
aright to say, I, only,am a possessor of the
Truth? Who of us can fairly deny that another
person’s conscientiousconviction may be as right
aad true, absolutely as our own? 'Who can ven-
ture to affirm, whatever his subjective trust may
be, that objectively must be, that ought to be, the
trust of another? And if we cannot do any
of these things which we clearly, rightly cannot,

must we not admit that the necessity of
the case, as well as the eternal fitness of things
demand imperatively the practice of toleration ?
That it is perfectly right for any one of us to
hold firmly, faithfally, even to death, for the sake
of the truth which he holds sacred, the
faith he holds most dear, the Master whose heis,
and who is his, none of us, as Freemasons, will
be prepared for one moment to contest or deny.

But that it is right for this religious body or that
to curse others, we think a misunderstanding of
scripture itself, amistake of past Christianity,and
one of the greatest stambling blocks in the way
of true religion, just as it is oze of the best
weapons for the Sceptic and the Atheist. But
here we stop to day. The subject, great and in-
teresting as it is, even in this partial dealing
with it, already overruns our modest limits, and
all we can hope is, that our readers will be able
to follow our very condensed argument, and wil

realize its truth, and make it their own in pro-
fession and practice.

THE LAST GRAND LODGE.

~We call attention to the full reports of the
speeches of Bros. Lord Tenterden and the Grand
Registrar in another column, which the early
hour at which we went to press prevented us in-
cluding in our last publication.

THE CHRISTMAS “FREEMASON."

We beg to call attention to the fact that the
Freemason for Christmas, published December
21st, will be enlarged to thirty-two pages, wit h
a cover, and we recommend all non-subscribers
to order a copy at once, at 198, Fleet-street, or
through their local newsagents, to prevent other-
wise inevitable disappointment.

KENNING'S MASONIC
CYCLOPADIA.

Dear Bro. Kenning,—

Since I wrote last I have placed in the
hands of the printer the concluding portion of
the «“ Copy " for the Cyclopmedia, so that, as I
said before, I feel quite confident that the work
can be delivered in January. In about ten days
I think we shall be able to say wen,

I congratulate you on the conclusion of the
work, and am, dear Bro. Kenning, yours
fraternally, Tue Ebnrror,

P.5.—I am glad to see yon have taken my
Lint about January 2.

Original  Tovvespondetice.

[We do net hold ourselves responsible for, or even as approving
of ¢the opinions expressed by our correspondents, but we wish, in
2 spirit of fair play to all, to permit—within certain necessary
limits—free discussion,—Ep,]

THE

THEISTIC POSITION OF FREEMASONRY,
To the Zditor of the * Freemuson,”

Dear Sir and Brother,

The article of your paper with the above heading
(page 520) contains a declaration of Masonic faith, which
destroys the cosmopolitan character of Freemasonry, and
makes it a truly sectavian institation, It will be no ecasy
tazk to oppose the iafallible position you assume as the
only correct basis of the Craft, a position which, Iam sorry
to say, constitutes a Masonic Popery.,

Allow me to confess that in Germany, Hungary, Italy,
&c., all Mitsons do not share your views against the reso-
lution of thz Grand Oricnt of France. We regret your
somewhat intolerant position.  You seem to feel that it is
not universal, not cosmopolitan and world-wide, but cx-
clusive “ Anglo-Saxon,” as you callit.  Your views, I am
convinced, are not guite in nccordance with Article I, of the
Old Charges of 1723, which donot declare that a so-called
Atheist cannot be a member of the fraternity, but speaks
more in a reserved, tolerant, and high-minded sense, only
supposing that he will not be a stupid Atheist.  If a Free-
mason is an honest lover of truth, and if he, in conscien-
tiously secking trath, comes to the conviction that he must
deny the existence of God, or at least a personal God, he
is no sfupid Atheist, and as such he may be a very goad
brother, and an honest, virtuous man. If, as you say,
“ Freemasonry seeks to make . a great union all over the
world, for the purposc of humanitarian sympathy, relicf,
and good-will,” then cach lodge may initiate men of all
denominations and convictions, without requiring the pro-
fession of any faith whatever, if the candidate is only a
good and true man,

Freemasenry is a purcly human institution, for humani-
tarian, not metaphysical or orthedox religious purposes,
which only can exist as a cosmopolitan institution, if it
does confess the utmost liberty of conscience, of thought
and confession, leaving to the inner holydom (sic) of each
member what he will believe or not believe in the ques-

tion which at all times have separated men, not united them,

Allow me to refer the readers of the Freemason to the
Masonic declarations of my * History of Freemasonry,”
in the introduction, pages 1-10, and to the dedication of
the Book of Constitutions of 1438.

But it is not my intention to give such general declarations

on the true meaning of the Royal Art, as it seens more
necessary to help to a right understanding of the resolu-
tion of the Grand Orient of France. Our French brethren
have not deserted the belief in the existence of God and
immortality of the human soul, in striking out the dis-
cusszd words of the first article of the Constitutions, but they
have only declared that such a professin of faith does not
belong to Masonic lasw. The Grand Orient has only voted
for liberty of conscience, not against any religious
faith. Thercfore the truc meaning of the French Coasti-
tution is now only, that each brother Mason may believe in
God or not, and that each French lodge may judge for
itsclf which candidate shall pbe initiated or not, The
French vole is only an aficmation of liberty of conscience,
and not a negation of faith.
. The excommunication of the Grand Orient of France,
by Masonic Grand Lodges is therefore an iotolerant act
of Popery, the negation of the true principles of the Cralt,
the beginning of the end of Cosmopolitan Freemasonry.
The excommunication of th#tGrand Orieut of Frauce only
proves the sectarian mind of the excommunicating Grand
Lodges, wkich have forgotten that Fre:masonry has for
its purpose to wunite all good men of all denominations
and professions ; they profess the separating element, and
destroy the Craft, and waste the heritage of our more
liberal and more tolerant forefathers. The Masonic Union
will in future be a mere illusion, if the Anglo-Saxon
Masons condemn the French, German, Italiaa Masons,
&c., and vice versa,

Fraternally yours,

J. G. FinpEL.

THE GERMAN QUESTION.
To the Editor of the * Freemason.”

Dear Sit and Brother,—

Allow me to state a few facts in respect to yester-
day’s proceedings in Grand Lodge on what is commonly
called the German question.

In Germany there arc now existing cight Grand Ledges,
six of which admit Jews as members, two do not. The
six Grand Lodges admiuting Jews are the Grand Lodge of
Hamburg, the Eclectic Grand Lodge of Frankfort oM~
both quite similar in constitution and ritual to English
Masonry—the Grand Lodges of Saxony, Darmstadt,¥
Bayreuth, and Royal York of Friendship at Berlin. The
two remaining, not admitting Jewsas menibers, are the
Grand Lodge of the Three Globes and the Grand Lodge of
the Whole Country, both at Berlin, which together with the
Grand Lodge Royal York of Friendship constitute the three
Prussian Grand Lodges under the Protectorate of the
Emperor of Germany, who personally belongs to the
Grand Lodge of the Whole Country, where he was initiated,
and not to the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes, as erro-
neously stated last night.

The Grand Lodge of the Three Globes at Berlin has
descended from a lodge of the same name, founded 1740
by Fredeiick the Great, where hie met bis intimate friends
and councitlors, and its Christian charactsr was ably ex-
pounded last night by Lord Tenterden. The Grand Lodge
of the Whole Country at Berlin isin its systum an adapta-
tion of Swedish Freemasonry brought over to Germany in
1766 by Von Zinnendorf, and as Swedish Freemasonry is
purely Christian, this Grand Lodge follows the same
principle; and the Emperor of Germany, although, indeed,
a true Mason, admitting universality of Freemasonry, is
nevertheless devotedly attached to his own lodge and its
working. It is with both Grand Lodges not merely a
question whether to admit Jews or not ; they would have,
in order to do this, to alter the whole of their ritual, into.
which most beautiful and poetical emblems and metaphors
have been introduced debarring a conscientious {lebrew
from joining or from being initiated.

The Rev. Brother who yesterday moved the resolution,
if he had counselled properinformation previously to mak-
ing the motion, ought well to have paused befare attack-
ing 2 stronghold of Christianity, which in infidel Germany
Frecmasonry has built up in the form of these two Grand
Lodgus.

1 may mention that at present there is a movement
about to create one Grand National Ledge of Germany,
and should this movement suceced, no doubt the “German
question " will be satisfactorily solved,

I_remain, dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternally,

Kani Beramany,
P.AL of the Pilgrim Lodge, No. 238.

London, 4, Gray’s-inn-square, Dec. 6.

* This Grand Lodge, constituted in 1846, adhercs also
to Christian principles, it rules, however, only over nine
lodges.

To the Editor of the ** Frcemason.”

Dear Sir and Brother,

The Crafcis greatly indebted to you for the very
full and complete report you have given of the last Quar-
terly Communicatipn of Grand Lodge, which was un-
doubtedly a meeting of such importance as to deserve and
demand an able report of its discussions,

It secemed somewhat strange to me that those who felt
an interest in the motion of my friend, Bro. Simpson, had
not made some enquiries as to the practice of ather Conti-
nental Grand Lodges besides that of Germany on the
subject of a profession of the Christian Faith,
and I felt impelled to address Grand Lodge for the
purpose of informing it that the Grand Lodge of
Sweden knows no other Masonry than that which
is purely and entirely Christian. But the lateness of
the hour prevented my making an explanatory speech; L
therefore contented mysclf with the bricfest possible state~
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ment of the fact.  1did not, however, do this in the way
in which I am reported in your columns, I did not say
that “Swddish Freemasonry was on the same footing as
German Freemasoury,” but, on the contrary, 1 said .tlmt
whereas in Gamany, as Lord Tenterden bad just pointed
out, the Christian qualificition was an exceptional character-
istic of cortain Jedges, in Sweden it is the universal feature of
all the ledges.  Jows are not admitted as candidates for
initiation in any Swedish lodge ; but Jewish brethren,
holding the catificates of any other Grand Lodge in the
world, weuld be received as visitors and made welcome.
This keing the case, I think it would have been simply
impossible for the Grand Lodge of England to request its
Royal Granrd Master to interfere in the case of Germany,
and to ignoie the stronger case of Sweden, in the Grand
Lodge of which country he himself still holds a very high
place, and to whose Constitutions His Royal Highness
still owes allegiance.

The fact of the matteris this. Freemasonry in Sweden
knows but cne sy stem, viz., that of 2 Grand Lodge which
is the govaning body of all the degrees which are, or can
be, worked in that country. It is not, as in England, the
Grand Ledge ouly of the Craft, or Fiist Three Degrees,
but recognises the Knight Templar as weli as the Master
Maszen. Iam myself a Carfa of the Order of the Temple,
i.e, a mumber of the highest degree known in Swedish Ma-
sonry; if 1 wae alayman, I should be “ Knight Com-
mander.” It is thdir Ninth Degree ; what is lcoked upon
as the Tenh is net a working degree, but a sort of brevet
rank, or honorary distinction, conferred in a chapter of the
Eighth Degree.  This Eighth Degree is that of Knight
Templar, and it is marked by a handsome gold ring worn
on the middle finger of the right hand. The King of
Sweden always wears thisring ; and the Swedish deputa-
tion at the installation in the Albert Hall noticed that the
Prince of Wales wore it on that occasion. Now, the privi-
Jege of wearing this ring is an object of laudable ambi-
tion to every Swede who joins the Masonic body ; no §wede
ever dreams of beccming a Mason to stop short at the
Third Degree; he leoks forward to the Eighth, and to be
known all over Scandinavia as a Knight Templar by his
ring.  Conscquently it may be understood that the Jews
resident in Sweden would look upon the Ireemasonry cof
the country, of which Knight Templary is o essential
and prominent a feature, as not an object for their ambi-
tion or desire,

Before clesing this letter, will you allow me toask a
question?  What will the English Templars say to me
when I prescnt myself at their encampments as a visitor ?
Will they give a brotherly recognition to one who holds
the same Swedish rank as their own Grand Master, whom
they admitted to that high position on (as I believe) the
qualification of his Masonic rank in Sweden?

Faitkfully and fraternally yours,

K. P, Bexr, P.G.C,,
Late Chaplain at Getherburg, Sweden,

To the Editoy of the * Freemason.”
Decar Sir and Brother,— :
While thanking Bro, the Rev. R, J. Simpson,
P.G. Chaplain, right brotherly for his excellent advocacy
in behalf of the motions he brought forth at the last
mecting of G.L., permit me, as originator of this ¢ German
"Question,” to make a few remarks,

Whatever may be the original constitution of the G.L.
of the Thice Globes, if it is not in accordance with the
principles of true Frcemasonry itis not a rightand lawful
system,

That it is net in accordance with the principles of true
Freemasonsy will be icknowledged by cvery  Freemason
who has in his heart the words of the first chapter of our
Book of Constitutions, namely : ¢ Let 2 man’s religion or
mode of worship bewhat it may, he is not excluded from
the Order.”

The question thercfore arises, can G.L. of England
admit an official representative of the G.L. of the Three
Globes, or any other G.L. which is as unlawful as that?
(compare Lard Zetlana’s declaration as reported in Bro.
Simpson's speech in the Freemason of 8th Dec., page 528,
3rd column.)

It cannct admit such a one until the Book of Consti-
tutions of that G.L. of the Threc Globes is revised accord-
ing to the principles of true Freemasonry.

That it can be revised, is shown very clearly indeed by the
revision of the Book ¢f Constitutionsmade by the G.L. of
Royal York of Friendship, when a similar obnoxious clause
to that in question was repealed.

‘While admiring the wisdom of our M.W. Pro G.M., the
Right Hou. the Earl of Carnarvon, not to *hurry to a
decision that evening,” I hope that G.L. will at its next
mecting carry the motions two and three of Bro. Simpson,
as it has done with motion one,

Yours fraternally,

S. Strauss,
Chaplain of Harmony, Goo.

—

THE GRAND ORIENT AND THE GRAND
LODGES OF SCOTLAND AND IRELAND.

To the Editor of the “Freemason.”
Dear Sir and Brother,—
I have been favoured from the Grand Orient of
France with two letters (copies) one addressed to the Hon,
Bro. Hyde Clatke, London, and the other to the 11l Bro., E.
Borough, Dublin, and as Ithink that they are important
documents respecting the action Jately taken by the Grand
Orient of France, I bave translated them, and beg you to
insert them in your next publication,
Yours [raternally, J. T. Lorn, 33°.
. P.M, and G. St.— Represcntative
of the Grand Orient of France

A.L.G.D.G.A.D. L'Univ.

GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE.

O. de Paris, 14th November, 1874.

Dear Sir and Brother,—

1 hasten to reply to your letter of the 1oth inst.
The Grand Orient of France have not abolished the Ma-
sonic formula, “‘T'o the glory of the Great Architect of the
Universe,” as you appear to believe, still less have they
made profession of Atheism. In their General Assembly
of September, 1877, they purely and simply proclaimed
absclute liburty of conscience as a right belonging to every
man ; and out of respect for this liberty they expunged
from their constitution a dugmatic formula, which scemed
to a great majority of their members to be in contra-
diction with liberty of conscience itself. 1 sce by your
letter, and by the resclution of the Grand Todge of lreland
of which you apprisc me, that this modification of thei
Constitution by the Grand Orient of France bhas un-
fertunately been misunderstcod awd  badly  interpreted
abroad. T Delicve it would be otherwise if they would
give themselves the trouble to take cognizance of the dis-
cussions vpon this question, which took placein our Gen-
eral Assemblics of Septamber 1876 and 1877.%

From the cate of foundation until 1849, the Grand
Orient of France had thrived and prospered without for-
mulating in their code any dogmatic creed.  ‘They, in
common with the founders of the Order, understood that
Ficemasonry should remain, in every state, a neutral
ground, to which men of all opinions could be admitted,
and should there be respected, and on which all honour-
able men, without distinction of nationalities, religions,
races, or colour, could shake hands,

In 1849, under the iufluence of peculiar circumstances,
which 1 have neither to vindicate nor qualify in this
letter, the Grand Orieat of France departed, at least in ap-
pearance, from this broad basis of ideas and principles;
they then insciibed, for the first time, in their fundamental
law, a dogmatic aflirmation, which, since that period,
has never coased to cause confusion in their ranks,

In 1877, in the plentitude of their vights, and alter a
profound study of the question, being desirous of putting
an end to so regrettable a state of affairs, they returned to
their original starting point. By proclaiming absclute
literty  of “conscience  they placed themselves in accord
with the original laws of Masonry, with modern ideas,
with progress; -they showed themselves humane and tole~
1ant in the face of inhumanity and intolerance, that is all,

Will the Grand Lodge of Ircland and the Great Masonic
Powers of the Globe attrilute to them as a crime this re-
turn to the pure sources of the institution? I do not think
50, I cannot believe it, because 1 suppose them just and in-
telligent and animated by fraternal sentiments ; and if 1
were charged to appeal tothem, before all I should address
myselfto the Grand Lodge of Ireland, for, better than any
other, they should know the value of liberty of conscience
and have the highest appreciation of it.

Such, dear Sir and Brother, are the re flections which your
letter suggests to me.  However incomplete they may
be, I am sure they will suffice to put you on your guard
against the errors  disseminated respecting the  Jatest
labours of the Grand Orient of France, and you will
shortly receive the cfficial report of these labours, by
which alone you can form a sound judgment on the
question,

Accept, dear Sir and Brother, the assurance of the senti-
ments with which I have the honour to remain,

Yours fraternally
(Signed) Tnrvexor,
Chicf Secrctary,
Yo the Hon, Bro. Hyde Clarke, London,
A.L.G.D.G.A.D. L'Univ.

GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE,

Cabinet of the President, Council of the Order,
O. of Paris, 28th November, 1857,

Sir and Very Dlustrious Brother,—

We have reccived the letter informing us that
you resign the representation of the Grand Orient of
#rance at the Grand Lodge of Ireland.  Your determina-
tion, it scems, is based uvpon the circumstances that the

1 Grand Lodge of Ireland have decided, not only to break

«ff all connection with the Grand Orient of France, but
also that they should address a cirzular 1o the lodges of
their jurisdiction, inviting them to refuse cur Freemusons
admission to their lodges, It would appear that this
decision, whick has not been notified to us, was taken in
conscquence of certain modifications made in - our statutes
by the last General Assembly of the Griand Orient of
Frauce.

While formally accepting your resignation, Sir and Very
TNtustrious brother, we cannot refrain from expressing our
surprise_ and regret  at the precipitation wherewith the
Grand Lodge of Ireland bave acted in this matter, with-
out even having sought official information respecting the
considerations which gave rise to the vote of our last Gen-
cral Assembly. In those proceedings, permit me toobserve,
there is a forgefulness of the sentiments of Masonic fra-
ternity, which, we are persuaded, will strike you, as it has
done us, and in any case it is paioful for us to note such
an act of intolerance on the part of a Masonic power with
which the Grand Urient of France bave for so long a
period maintained fraternal relations.  In this letter 1 shall
not endeavour to demonstrate to you how much the Grand
Lodge of Ircland have been mistaken in their construction
of the vote of our last Assembly. That is a duty which 1
hold in reserve until such time as the Grand Orient of
France shall have received notice of the regrettable de-
cis‘on you mention, Let it suffice for me to affirm that, in
modifying an article of thewr statutes the Grand Orient of
France by no means intended to make profession cither of
atheism  or of materialism, as  would scem to be
understood.  No alteration  has been made cither

at the Grand Lodge of Scotland, | in the principles or in the practice of Masonry;

—
and French  Freemasonry remains  what it hag
always Leen, a fraternal and tolerant brotherkood,

which respects the religious faith and political convictions
of its adepts, and leaves in thcse delicate questions to each
one the liberty of his conscience. Labouring, as it docs,
with a view to the moral and intellectual perfecting of
men and to their well-being, it requires of those who desire
to be admitted to its fold those sentiments of honesty and
love of good which permit of their co-operating uscfully
in its work of progress and civilisation.

We think, Sir and Very Iilustrious Brother, that these
are the true precepts inculcated by Freemasonry, and we
should be much surprised if they did not dwell in the
hearts of all Freemasons of cvery land, to whatsover rite
they may belong.

I conclusion, Sir and Very llustricus Brother, we ex-
press our most sincere wish that the misunderstanding
which constrainei you to resign your office of representa-
tive of Grand Orient of France may disappear, and that
we may once more be permitted to entrust you with that
mission to the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

Accept, Sir and Very Hlustrious Brother, the assurance,
Xc., &e.

(Signed) De St. JEAN,
The President of the Council of the Order,

For exact copy (Signed) TueveNoOT.
Chicf Sccretary,

To the Very L Bro. Edward Borough, Dublin.

* Bulletin of the Grand Orient of France, October, No.,
1870, pages 373 to 4eg, and September No., 1877, pages
236 250.

THE COSMO.
To the Editor of the ** Freemason!

Dear Sir and Brother,—

A pamphlet entitled “ A Masonic Mistake " has
come inte my hands, and induced me to write a few lines
toyou. Itappears to me that such a communication,
which apparently intended as a ““trade circolar,” s
neither very courteous nor very amiable, and is entirely in-
consistent with the true principles and real  teaching of
Freemasonry.

It is, in fact, a deliberate attack®from seme interested in-
dividual on your publisher, and his useful and valuable
Cosmopolitan Calenday,

Xven supposing that such hostile criticiem is justified, 1
think 1 right to say this.  Every one knows that in a
compilation of such magnitude as the * Co-mopolitap ™
eirors of various kinds must ereep in, even with the best
irtentions in the world, ard with the utmost care of com-
parisun and compilation. Inote, for instince, that evenin
our excellent Grand Lodge Calendar, published under of-
fictal authority, there are no less than twenty-three errors
in the days of mecting of cighty-six lodges, and nine
crrors of the same Kind in regard to thirty-five chapters,
So far as regards this province very few chapters meet
more than four times a vear, but the “ Calendar” does
not mention the months of mecting, 1 have carefully
compared the dates given in Grand Lodge * Calendar,”
as “corrected from the books of the®Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter,” with the small Calendar compiled by the
Prov. Grand Scerctary of East Lancashire, the dates of
which I have verificd in many instances.  This I think
proves how very difficult it is to arrive at entire accuracy
in detail.

I also ebserve that Grand Chapter is said to have voted
a sum of money to the sufferers from the fire at St. John,
New Brunswick, in 1879.  Of course it will be said that
this is a mere mistake of the printer’s devil.  But don't you
keep one at the office of the Freemason 2 And cannot you
throw the blame of any crrors or omissions in the
“ Cosmopolitan ™ on his guilty shoulders ?

Were it not for the # Cosmo,” how could | learn any-
thing about the Mark, the K.T.the Rose Croix, or any of the
higher degrees, for some of which [ hold a great veneration,
the meetings which I am alwaysanxious to be present at, in
the course of one’s wanderings? Your * Cosmo” has
rarely misled me, either in England or on the Continent,
and I must bear my record to its value as being what it
professes to be, in addition toits giving the greatest amount
of information for the moncy, and as quite reliable, in
every way, I am, dear Sir and Brother,

Yours Iraternally, Sexton Dracoy.

THE “NATIONAL REFORMER."
To the Fditor of the ¢ Freemason.”
Dear Sir and Brother,—

I see in the National Reformer, a letter addressed
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales respecting
the Grand Orient of France and the Grand Lodge of
England. The only answer which the epistle requires is,
I think—*“A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the
moral law; and if he rightly understand the art he will
never be a stupid atheist, nor an irreligious libertine.
He, of all men, should best understand that God seeth not
as man sccth.  Let a man's religion or mode of worship
be what it may, he is not excloded from the Order, provided
he believe in the glorious Architect of Heaven and Easth
anid practise the sacred duties of morality.”

I am, yours fraternally,
Ax Exscrisn Masox.
P.S.—English Masons are not unprepared for the fight,
as threatened somewhat in the National Reformer.

The London Freemason has been enlarged to
twenty pages—weckly, This is one of the best, if not the
best, Masonic periodical of the day, There is an immense
amount of reading matter in its pages, and the leading
articles are ably written, We are indebted to the Freemason
for items of English Masonic rews.—The Canadian
Craftsman, Nov. 15th, 1875,
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CONSECRATION OF THE HAMMER-
SMITH - MARK LODGE No. 2II.

Ou Saturday last another lodge, with the atove title,
was added to the roll of the rapidly increasing Mark
Degree.  The brethren began to assemble at the Windsor
Castle Hotel, King-street, Hammersmith, at 3 o'cluck,
but the ceremony did not commence until after 4 o'clock,
when there were present amongst others, a very goodly
and distinguished array of Grand and Provincial Grand
Officers.  We noticed Bros. Binckes, Grand Secrctary ;
Stevens, P.G.]J.O.; Levander; G.R.; Mann, P.G.R.;
Wilkins, G.S5.0.; Cottebrune, P.G.5.B.; Cozens, P.G.
Organist ; Poore, G.I.G.; H. Binckes, Assist. G. Sec.;
Tebb, P.G.S.W., Midx. and Surrey 3 Shackleton, P.G.D.C,,
of the same province ; Thicllay, W.M. No. 1; Horsley,

.M. No. 1, 32°; Dixon, P.M. 32; Holmes, P.M. 1073

ois and Williams, St. Mark's Lodge ; Harty, Bon Ac-
Lodge ; Davics, 16,0ttawa ; Loeweastark, $6 3 Barney,
Adams, 176. The founders present were Bros. J.
son, Thistle ; Baldwin, Lebanon Lodge; T. C. Walls,
Francis Burdett, all P.G.O.’s of the Craft in Middlesex ;
F. Walters, a P.G. Officer of the Mark Degrce ; Dunbam
Thistle; D. Smith. The officer appointed by the
M.W.G.M. to conduct the ceremonies of consecration and
installation was Bro. F. Binckes, G.S., who appointed Bros.
Stevens as S.W.; W. Mann, J.W.; Wilkins, D.C.; and
Poore, 1.G., as his assistants, There being no! Chaplain
present, the G.S. delivered a short but telling address as a
substitute for the usual cration. The impressive and
beautiful ceremony was then carried out in its entirety by
the Consecrating Officer. In certain parts of the ceremonial
Bros. Cottebrune, Levander, and Cozens rendered valu-
able assistance. The W.N. designate, Bro. Mason, was
then duly installed, and having invested Bros. Baldwin and
Walls, the S. and ]. Wardens designate, was about toap-
point his ofticers when it was reported that the R.W.P.G.AL
Middlesex and Surrey, Lieut.-Colonel Burdett, had arrived.
A procession having been formed, teat gallant and genial
officer and distinguished Mason was duly and formally
escorted into the lodge, and saluted in ancient form. The
investiture of the officers was then resumed, Bros. Dunham
being appointed M.O.; Harty, S.0. (pro. tem.); F.
Walters, Scc. ; Smith, Assist. Sceretary. A vote of thanks
was passed to Bro. Binckes for the manner in which he
had carried out the dual ceremonial, and it was ordered to
be entered on the minutes. Bros. Colonel Burdett, F.
Binckes, H. Binckes, Stevens, Levander, Mann, Wilkins,
Poore, and others whose names we could not catch, were
clected honorary members, A number of propositions for
advancement and joining having been given, the lodge
was closed, and after a somewhat wearisome interval the
brethren re-assembled at the banquet table. By this time
the number of the visitors had been swelled by the arrival
amongst others of Bro, Sabine, P.G.AD.C. At the
conclusion of the repast, which reflected great ciedit upon
the caterer, Bro. Gilbert, the W.M. gave the customary
royal and Mark toasts, which were received with excellent
“fire”  The name of Colonel Burdett having been
mentioned in connection with the Grand Officers, that R.W.
brother arose and said that it afforded him great pleasurc
to reply. The present members of Grand Lodge, he said,
were not only always ready, but they were in every
respect capable of discharging any duty that they might
be called upon to do, but of himself for obvious reasons
he would say nothing. He had visited one of the oldest
Maik Lodges the previous cvening namely, the Thistle, and
he was pleased to have seen one of its members installed
into the chair of the newest lodge in the Order that day.
It was also very gratifying to him to find that the degree
was on the increase both in London and in the provinces,
As the Grand Master of Middlesex and Surrey, he was
proud of the rapid growth they had madein Mark Masonry,
and he ventured to predict they would eventually become the
chief strongholds of the Order, and he should always
endeavour to further the good cause as long as he had the
honour of presiding over the destinics of the united
Provinces. In conclusion he thanked them for electing
him an honarary member. *“The Health of the W.ML" was
proposed by Bre. Binckes, G.S., who stated on rising that
he had been requested to do so by the P.G.M. of Middlesex
and Surrey, which compliment conferred upon him by the
gallant colonel he highly appreciated. The founders of
the Hammersmith Lodge had made a wise selection in
nominating Bro. Mason as first Master. This lodge was
also established under very auspicious circumstances. He
had no idea that Mark Masonry would have taken the lead
in Hammersmith, but such was the case, for they were, he
was informed, the pioncers of a coming Craft lodge to be
held in that very house. He was pleased to meet there
that day the R.W. Bro. Colonel Burdett, whose zeal in all
Masonic matters was unremitting. In installing Bro,
Mason into the chair he had performed a very pleasing
duty, because he was as good a man and brother as possibly
could be found to preside over the destinies of any
lodge. When their W.M. did him, the speaker,
the great honour of asking him to consecrate their
lodge, subject to the approval of the M.W.G. M., he deter-
mined that nothing should be wanting on his part to ren-
der it a great success, and he was gratified to think that
everything had passed off so well. In conclusion, the
Grand Secretary complimented the Jodge upon possessing
two good Waidens, whose interest in Masonry was widely
known, and a most indefatigable Sceretary in the person
of Bro. Fred. Walters, who, in writing to him upon the
prospects of No. 211 had forcibly stated, * We mean to
make the Hammersmith Mark Lodge a great success.”
He heartily echoed their Sccretary’s words, and further
wished them every happiness and every prosperity, and
hoped that the interests of the Order would not suffer at
their hands,

The W.M. made an excellent and humorous reply,

which space prevents our giving in detail. % The In-

stalling Master” followed, and gave Bro. Binckes, in reply,
an oppottunity of touching at length upon various
matlters connected with the QOrder, and which were listened
to with great attention by the brethren. ¢ The Visitars”
came next, and having been coupled with the name of
Bro. Charles Horsley, that veteran Mason made a terse
but pertinent response. The W.M. in proposing the health
of *The Officers,” congratulated himself and the mem-
bers generally upon having such good working brethren
as Bros. Baldwin, Walls, Walters, Dunham, and Harty,
occupying the principal positions in the lodge. Brus.
Baldwin and Walters having briefly replied, the Tyler
was called upon to discharge his duty and the brethren-
separated.

During the proceedings Bros. Cozens, Walls, and others
instrumentally and vocally entertained the brethren. The
first regular meeting of the lodge will be held on the third
Saturday in January next,

PROVINCIAL GRAND MARK LODGE
OF LINCOLNSHIRE.

The third anuual meeting of this lodge was held at
Alford on Thursday, 29th November, under the banner of
the St. Wilfrid Lodge, No. 209. The proceedings of the
day commenced at 11.15 a.m,, by the consecration of the
St. Wilfrid Lodge, the ceremony of consecration being
performed by Bro. Binckes, Grand Secretary, in his usual
perfect style.

The Provincial Grand Lodge! was presided over by the
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Mark Master Masor,
Bro. Jobn Sutcliffe, of Stalingbro’ House, necar Grimsby,
and a large number of distinguished Master Masons were
present, amongst whom were the R'W. Bro. John Sutcliffe,
Prov. G.M.M.; Bros. W. Watkins, P.P.G.S.W,, as
Deputy Prov. G.M.M.; R. Cotton Carline, Prov. G. Reg.,
as Prov. G.S.W.; W. W, Copeland, Prov. .W.; F.
Higgins, as Prov. G.M.O.; M. Crowden, Prov. G.S.0.; J.
E. Mason, as Prov. J.O.; the Rev. D, Ace, D.D., P.P.G.
Chap., as Prov.Chap.; Jack Sutcliffe, Prov. Treas.; Robt.
Gough, Prov. Sec.; T. A, Handsley, as Prov. S.D.; C.
Brookes, as Prov. [.D.; W, H. Roberts, Prov. D. of C.;
Hasten Clark, as Prov. Asst. D. of C.; H. S. Close, Prov.
Sup. of W.; G. M. Lowe, M.D,, Prov, Sword B.;
C. W, Cheesman, as Prov. Organist; F, C. Johnson, as
Prov. I.G. ; Geo. Motley, Prov, Steward ; W, H. Parkin-
son, Prov, Steward; Charles Mann, Prov. Tyler; W, H.
Radley, P.P.G.S.W.; F. S. Judd, P.P.G. Assist. D, of C.;
Thos. Slater, P.P.G. Sword Bearer; T. M. Wilkinson,
S.0. Remigius, 1175 [. E. Fox, Sec. Kemigius, 1173 R.
Goodman, P.P.G.D. of C., W.M. John-of-Gaunt, 152 J.
Laughton, S.0. Jobn-of-Gaunt, 172; C. F. Liversidge,

S.D. John-of-Gaunt, 1723 B. Box, Tyler John-of-
Gaunt, 1723 W. Marshall, P.P.G, Steward, W.M.
Sutcliffe, 1883 Geo. Lister, S.D. Sutcliffe, 188;

R. Boggett, Past M.O,, 188; Henry Barker, Sec., 188;
HenryWardale, Tyler, 188 ; John Nelson, 188 ; C. Genney,
188 ; Charles Smyth, S.W.,, 209; R. Garfit, J.W. 209;
W. 0. Taylor, 206; Edward Soulby, 209 ; John Mawer,
209; C. Mason, 209; C. H. Bycroft, z09; W. N. Mason,
2093 R. Lanphier, 209.

The visitors were the V.W, Bro, F. Binckes, Past G.J.W.
Grand Sec.; Bros. Martin Kemp, P.M, 182; Henry
Preston, J.W. 182; M. Haberland, 182,

The Prov. Grand Sccretary read the following list of
brethren from whom letters had been received, regretting
their non-attendance :—Bros, James Terry, C. Harrison,
M.D., Jno. N, Scherling, Walter Reynolds, A. Kirk, F.
Watson, C. Scorer, H. Watson, Hesketh Smith, P. P,
Dickinson, Geo. Housham, T. E. Jacobson, Jno. Moxon,
W. Pollitt, T. C. Lazenby, the Rev. J. G. Bayles, W. M.
Green, S. Walmsley, Captain Coates, the Rev. B. A. Gal-
land, M.A.

The usual routine of a Provincial Grand Lodge having
been gone throngh, and the officers for the ensuing year
invested, the R.W. Prov. G.M.M.M. then called upon the
brethren for one to volunteer to undertake the office of
Grand Steward, which office W. Bro, D. Ace, D.D., P.P.G.
Chaplain, undertook,

The Treasurer’s accounts having been previously sub-
mitted and passed, and found in a healthy state, there
being a balance of over L30 in hand, the R.W, Prov.
G.M.MLM. said for bis part he had always been opposed
to Masonic lodges hoarding up money, He thought it
was far more desirable to circulate it for the bencht of dis-
tressed Masons, and he suggested that a portion should
be voted to strengthen the Mark Benevolent Fund, and on
the motion of Bro, Dr. Ace the sum of [1o0 10s. was
so voted. The Prov. G. Master subsequently added L3
5s. to fthis, and Bro. R. Boggett volunteered to undertake
the office of Steward at the Mark Benevolent Festival,
which is usually held in May in cach year.

The R. W. Prov. G.M. appointed and invested the
folloning brethren as the Prov. Grand Officers for the
ensuing year :—

Charles Harrison, M.D,, 117 ......... D.P.G.M.MM.

G. M. Lowe, M.D,, 117 .ociivvvenenne. Prov. G.S.W,

W. Marstall, 188 sresseess Prov. G. W,

R. Goodman, 152 Prov. G.M.O.

R. Boggett, 188 .....vvvve vvervecaens Prov. G.S O,
Charles Smyth, 209 veveeeineannses Prove G.J.O.

Jack Sutcliffe, 188 wooinenn, Prov. G. Treas.

R. Cotton Carline, 117 .. . Prov. G, Reg. of M,
R. Gough, 188  ....ieeiinins Prov. G. Sec.

F, M. Wilkinson, 117 e Prov. G.S.D.

C. F. Liversidge, 172 wuueee Prov. G.{.D.

W. H. Roberts, 188 ..cvvirreres Prov. G.D.C.
Hasten Clark, 188 Prov. G. Asst. D.C.,
Robert Garfit, 209 ..., Prov. G. Sup.of W,
T. C. Johnson, 209 ., seeensene Prove G.S.B.

Geo. Motley, 172 .iivnninnssenisnnsens Prov. G, St B,
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Frederick Higgins, 209 vuiiveiesseneses Prov. G. Org.
John Nelson, 188 ...... vesenerirsnessasss Prov. G.LG.
J. E. Fox, 1175 JohnLoughton, 1523

Henry Barker, 188; [J. Eardley

Mason, 209  vieveeeee.
Charles Mann, 117..vcereenssiciensnennes Prove G, Tyler.

The R.W. Prov. G.M. excecdingly regretted that Bro,
the Rev. B. A. Galland, the W.M. of the St. Wilfrid
Lodge; was unable to be present through illness, and in
his absence appointed him Prov. Grand Chaplain, and de-
puted Bro. Smyth, the S.W. of the St. Wilfrid Lodge, to
invest him to that office.

Before closing the lodge, the R.W. Prov. G.M.M.M.
stated that in routine the lodge will be held at the fineold
city of Lincoln next year, on which occasion he expected
to have a most numerous and popular gathering. The
Masons of Lancashire—his native county—had done him
bigh honour, and he had in return invited the R,W. Prov.
Grand M.M.M. for Lancashire, with all his present officers,
to honour Lincoln wich a visit, and he fully expected
they would do so, when he, with the Lincolnshire
brethren, could acknowledge his obligations, and give
them a hearty reception, such as Masons know how to

ive.

& A magnificent banquet was scrved at the White Horse
Hotel to between fifty and sixty brethren, guests of the
Prov. Grand Mark Mason, Bro. Sutcliffe, who occupied the
chair. There was also a liberal supply of choice wines to
add zest to the repast and to the loyal and Masonic toasts
which followed. The menu comprised the various edibles
in season, including a plentiful supply of game, and the
bounteous provision elicited the personal thanks of Bro.
Sutcliffe to Host Hibbitt.  During dinner the founder of
the feast took wine respectively with the brethren on the
right and the left, and with the St. Wilfrid Lodge. In pro-
ceeding with the tcast list before the tables were cleared,

The Chairman apologetically remarked that the time
was getling very valuable and very precious, as some
brethren had to leave in a short time for their homeward
journey, and he must therefore call upon Dr. Ace for the
usual prayer after meat.

Grace having been said,

The Chairman loyally called upon the brethren to join
him in drinking the toast of  The Queen and Mark
Masoary,” which was followed by the singing of the
National Anthem,

The Chairman then said the next toast he had to pro-
pose would meet with a hearty response, namely, “ His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,” who was at the
head of Masonry, and not only that, but as the Heir
Apparent to the throne they should drink his health, and
also that of *'The Princess of Wales and the rest of the
Royal Family” (God bless the Prince of Wales.)

‘The Chairman, without any delay, proceeded to say
that the next toast he had to propose for their approval
was that of *The M.W. the Earl of Limerick, the Grand
Mark Master Mason ; The Provincial Grand Masters of
other Mark Provinces; and all Grand and Provincial
Grand Officers Present and Past.” It was a routine toast,
but still a compliment which it was incumbent upon them
to pay to the head of their institution.  They had looked
to the Earl of Limerick with a great amount of interest for
the moveable Grand Lodge whichhe had promised to hold
in this district in the autumn of the present year, but after
many attempts Bro. Binckes had failed, for the Earl was
so engaged that he could not attend.  He coupled with
the toast the name of Bro. Binckes, Grand Secretary,

Bro. Binckes, in responding, remarked that the Right
Worshipful Master had imposed upon him a heavy duty to
discharge, because it was a very comprehensive toast.
They started witk the Most Worshipful Master who held
the reins over this province—the Earl of Limerick, to whom
their Right Worshipful Master Sutcliffe had madea happy
allusion, but he did not know that it was from the reason
named that the Earl did not hold a moveable Grand Lodge,
because he was in Ireland, and had engagements there,
and from one cause or another the Moveable Grand Lodge
fell through. Speaking of the selection of Provincial Grand
Officers, he said it was exceedingly difficult to make a selec-
tion without giving offence where the qualifications of all
were so equal.  But they could always make themselves
happy under disappointment. (Hear, hear.) They lived
in the hope that the day would come when the merits of
cach individual brother would be acknowledged. There
were two estimates of every man—the one formed of him-
self and the other formed by other people, and he thought
the estimate formed by other people was the most correct,
(Hear, hear.) With reference to himself he was exceedingly
happy to be once more amongst them, and excecdingly
pleased to see such a good attendance, soably presided over
as they were by their Right Worshipful Provincial Grand
Mark Master. (Applause.)

Bro. Binckes proposed ** The Right Worshipful Provincial
Grand Mark Master for Lincolnshire, Bro. John Sutcliffe.”
Had he known when responding to the last toast that this
honour would have been put in his hands he should have
curtailed his observations, Threc years ago he had the
honour of installing Bro. Sutcliffe as a Provincial Grand
Officer.  The honour fell to him (Bro. Binckes) by accident,
He could say a good deal with regard to the distinguished
brother in connection with this toast, but he need not occupy
time in recounting his most valuable and good qualities,
which were probably better known by those present than
by himself (Bro. Binckes), although he knew sonicthing of
both. He was onc of the hardest Provincial Grand Masters
he ever scrved under, and now only allowed him a minute-
and-a-half to propese his health, and he must therefore call
upon them by the heartiness of their reception of it to make
up for the want of what he would say if he had time to say
it, but he belicved a better Grand Master could not be served
under (applause), nor one better deserving of their best
support.  (Applause.) He wished him good health, that
he might for many years fulfil the position he now held
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and the arduous dutics devolving upon bim as they had
seen him that day. (Great applause.)

Bro. Sutcliffe, on rising, was received with loud applause
and cheering.  He feclingly acknowledged the very great
kindness with which the proposition of his health had been
received, as proposed by Bro. Binckes, who by his splendid
and cloguent flow of langnage expressed himself n a style
which no other man scarcely could do.  He (Bro. Sutclifle)
hoped to have the opportunity of meeting his brethren for
some years to come (hear, bear), and they would not find
much change in him. (Applause.) For their kindness he
could only say he would fulfil his office in every way he
could, but it was no use his being placed in the chair unless
he was supported by the various lodges. He expressed
himself as pleased with the satisfactory state of things in
the province.

The Chairman, withoul resuming his scat, said he
had groat pleasure in proposing *“ The Health of the
Worshipful Masters, Past Masters and all  Officers
and Brethren of Ledges in the Province of Lincoln-
shire.” The lodges were all working harmoniously.
They did not lose strength, but gained a little.  They
had at the head of their lodges four good and enthu-
siastic Masons.  Dr. Lowe and Brother Goodman
were unsurpassed by any men.  Bro. Copeland, who pre-
sided over another, was one of their principal names and
principal characters. For the Alford Lodge he was exceed-
ingly pleased in submitting for their consideration a first-
rate tip-top man, who would be a great ornament to the
province, and he greatly regretied that he had not been
present that day (the Rev. Basil A, Galland, M.A., rector
of South Thoresby). With men like these they must pro-
gress.  They did not want to progress rapidly § they wanted
quality and not quantity.  He coupled with the toast the
name of Dr. Lowe.

Bro. Dr. Lowe expressed the satisfaction which the
Masters of the lodges felt in their Provincial Grand Master,
whom they endeavoured to imitate, and they did all they
could to serve him, and, owing to him, no sconer were
Masons initiated in the Craft lodge but they were anxious
to join the Mark lodge.  With regard to Lincoln, they were
not quite so prosperous as they might be. They kent
Masonry very popular, especially Mark Masonry, and
before another year the lodge would be increased.  He
knew from the pulse of Lincoln that it would be so. The
Grand Lodge would probably be held in Lincoln next year
under very agrecable auspices, and they would give a good
reception.  He hardly expected that they should do cqual
justice to what they had scen that day, for he had travelled
through the province and not scen it better done or better
served.  (Applause.)

The Chairman said the uext toast under ordinary cir-
cumstances would have been the Deputy Provineial Grand
Mark Master and other Provincial Officers of Lincolnshire,
but they must excuse him for passing over that toast, see-
ing that the Lincoln and Gainsboro® brethren must depart
almost immediately, He would therefore take up “The
Visiting Brethren,” who eanie from Hull, South Lincoln-
shire (St. Botolpl's), and Bro. binckes, He had been in
the habit of sceing the Lincolnshire bicthren more nunier-
vus than that day, bat the geographical position of Alford
wats such that they could not come. But although the
brethren from Hull and Boston were very few, they were
glad to see them in all Mark lodges, and he hoped to
have them on a future ocecasion,  In conclusion he asked
the brethren of the district to drink to the brethren of Hull,
Lincoln, Boston, and Spalding, and Bro. Binckes, wishing
them many years of happiness and  prosperity, and
coupling with the toast the names of Bro. Kemp, Bro.
Radley, and Bro. Preston,

Bro. Preston (Hull) wished the Provineial Grand Mark
Master every prosperity, hoping that the Mark Degree
would prosper. ‘The brethren from Yorkshire bad great
pleasure in mecting him on this occasion.

Bro. Radley (Boston) expressed his gratitude for the
opportunity of observing the working of a4 Mark lodge.
Although on the “black list,” they of the St. Botolph's
Lodgr: aot bring able to woik a Mark lodge in a high de-
wree, they would have liked to do so.  They came there
because, being presided over by such a  distingaished
and painstaking bLrother, it was the least duty they
could render at his hands.  All his brethren then pre-
sent {elt their position somewhat, and he hoped the out-
come would be that they shouid not keep out of the pale of
Masonry another year, especindlly as the Prov, Grand
Master held out to them the temptation of a meeting,
which they hoped would be the best under the Mark
Masonic prestige in Lincolnshire, and he would say if it
was not taken up in Boston he would join some other
lodge., (Mcar, hear.)

Bro. Kewp, in an cloquent speech,  proposed ¢ 'T'he
Masonic Chardies,” which he deseribed not as charitices,
but as truly benevolent institutions, referring particularly
to the Boys' Schools and their cconomical management,
There were very few institutions, but some grumbling
person might say there is some cxtravagance here, or some
mismanagement there, but it could not be said of the Boys’
Schools, and he would say that there was no Institution in
the land that could compare with the Masonic Institutions
in London. Hehad mentioned the name of Binckes in con-
nection with them, but he could not possibly pass over the
name of Sutcliffe. (Great applause,) Before he bad the plea-
sure of an intimate acquaintance with their Prov. Grand
Master he read of his noble doings,  He did not envy the
Provinee of Lincolnshire very much, but he envied them of
their Grand Master,  They bad a Mark lodge in [ull—a
baby one-and-a-half year old, and when compared with
the lodge they had conscerated that day it showed how
Mk Masonry was progressing,  The Hull lodge wis No.
184, and that established at Alford was 209, showing the
great increase in so short a time. He hoped to have the
pleasure of meeting their Provincial Grand Master for
many years to come, {Hear, hear)) He was reminded

*who did nct know how to propose it,

by seeing Bro. Jack Suteliffe take office—which was not
the first instance in- Masonry—that he was a worthy soa
of a worthy sire. (Great applause.)) ‘The names of the
Right Worshipful Grand Master and his son Jack, with
the name of Binckes, would never pass away, with whom
he wonld also mention the name of Boggett, a Mark
Master at Hull, in connection with the Masonic charities.

Bio. Binckes, in responding, gnve some particulars of the
position «f the Boys” and Girls’ Schools, which had £40,000
funded property. They were not hoarding up all their
income for posterity, but had expended £ 3000 to £ 3500
in enlarging the Boys’ Schools and bhad increased the
number from 140t0 180.  Hisbrother Jack Sutcliffe, whose
name had been associated with his good father’s noble
deeds, and whose cfforts in the future would be in excess
of those that had gone before, would find a most genial
cccupation in providing for aged Freemasons, thereby on
the one hand supporting them in their closing ycars, and
in the other case starting tlem in life with that education
which all wished to start with,

Bro. Jack Sutcliffc observed that after such a brilliant
speaker as Bro. Binckes it was difficult for him to gain their
attention. He failed to see how his namec could be connected
with the Masonic charitics, becanse he had done very little
in comparison with other active Masons. He bad done
somcthing in the Craft and Mark lodges, and went up to
London weil satisficd with his position in respect to other
lodges. He was nobly and well entortained, and in a
manner which afforded him great gratification.  He was
introduced to many brethren whose acquaintance it wasan
honour to have.  What little he had done for the Masonic
charities he had done with great pleasure indeed.  His
heart was with the great Masonic movement, and if they
wished him to continge in the position he now held he
should endeavour toincrease what he had hitherto done.
(Applause.)

Bro. Boggett (Hull) also responded, remarking that
when they went vp with thiir lists they were not second.
(The Provincial Grand Mark Master: “ And you shall
not be second this year,”) He was going to represent the
Lincolushire Province of Mark Masons, and he hoped the
brethren in the Mark Degree would assist him. He had
the promiise from one brother of 5 gs., and if he wanted
more he was to go again.  Last year Bro. Sutcliffe sent
bim 3 g5, and this year he hoped to have the name of
every officer in the Sutcliffe Lodge—cvery officer in the
county. He heped to have the biggest list at the Mark
Festival,

Bro. Copeland said hie had a toast to propose that did
not appear in the list. 1t was the practice of Masonry to
recognise merit where merit was due, and the brother that
he bad to bring before their notice had merit as his
peculiar forte. He was a brother who had served very
long and very arduously in this province, namely, ** Bro.
Grand Sceretary Gough'  (Applause.) They all knew,
especially those who were first connected with this province,
the very great amount of work that Bro. Gough had to
perform.  (Hear, hear.) He diszrved  their thanks for
what he had done in the lodge and in the province.  That
was all they could do at present, but ke hoped at some
future time some further recognition would be forthcom-
ing. (Hcar, hear.)

Bro. P.G.M.M, Sutcliffe : Before this toast is submitted
to you I must say that Bro. Gough has been lad and man
with me, and he is my book-keeper.  He has only one
senior in our establishment.  He has my full trust asa
book-keeper, and he has my full confidence as a Mason.
He not only discharges his duties as a scervant, but he
dischargres his daties as 2 Mason.  (Applause.)

Bro. Gough thanked the P.G.ALM. aud all present very
much for drinking bis health, the proposal of which had
come upon him unexpectedly.  As most of them were
aware, talking wasnot his forte, and as to the working
part he lefe them to be the judges, thanking them for
their confidence.

The Chairman then propased a toast which he said
ought to bring a smile over the faces of all brethren,
namcly,  The Ladies” It was a toast which was often
brought before o meeting as a matter of mere routine, be-
ing placed somietimes in the hands of some young butter-
fly who did not know anything about it—(laughter)—
However, as an old
married man, and the father of a family he could say
they were a great comfoit and solace, as the brethren
would feel when they arrived at his time of Yife, In our
youth we enjoyed their seciety, and they administered to
our comforts in many respeets as married men, and inour
old age they had to be vur nurses.  He did not know
what his bomie would be without his wife—his good old
wife, whe at that time would be very anxious and wonder-
ing how ¢ John” was getting on. (Laughter.) She
would be saying to berself, ““ Now will be come home
cross or pleased ' (Laughter.) But in a general way he
went home from a Masonic meeting in a much better
teiper than from clsewhere.  (Applause.)  Therefore he
had very great pleasure in proposing the health of “ The
Ladies.”  Young and old admired them and loved them,
He coupled with it the health of the Provincial Grand
Organist, Bro. Higains,

Bro. Higgins fcit the difliculty of his position in this
case, for be as a bachclor could not tell what the ladies
would wish to say under such trying circumstances, He
considered that marricd Masons occupied a more diflicult
position than bachelors, for they might be assured that
when they went home they were put through a most try-
ing ordeal, and il they did not give satisfactory answers
think of their {aces, and think of their tongues,  (Lawgh-
ter.)  They bachelors had no such trying questions put to
them. Stll the ladies would be only too glad to sccond
his poor cfforts in returning thanks for thom,

The Chairman having proposed, * All poor and dis-
tressed Masons,” the proceedings were brought to a con-
clasion by the usaal parting toast,

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
I'or the Week ending Friday, December 21, 1894,
The Editor will be glad to receive notice from
Secretaries of Craft Lodges, Royal Arch Chap.
ters, Mark Lodges, Encampments, Conclaves,
&c., of any change in place or day of meeting,

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15.
Lodge 1364, Eatl of Zetland, Old Town Hall, Hackney.
» 1641, Crichton, Surrey M.H.

Lobces or IxsTrucrion,
Lily, Greyhound, Richmond.
Manchester, 4%, London-st., Fitzroy-sq.
Star, Marquis of Granby, New Cross-rd.
Eccleston, Grosvenor Club, Ebury-square, S.W.
Percy, 113, Southgate-road, N,

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17.

Lodge 1, Grand Masters, F.M.H,
. 8, British, F.M.H.
) 21, Emulation, Albion Tav., Aldersgate-st.
» 183, Tranquillity, Anderton’s Hot., Fleet-st,
" 193, Confidence, Anderton’s Hot., Fleet-st.
" 720, Panmure, Balham Hot., Balham.
. 862, Whittington, IF.M.H.
" got, City of London, Guildhall Tav., Gresham-st,

» 1319, Asaph, F.MUH.
Chap. 12, Prudence, Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.
LonGes or INsTRucTION,
Prince Leopold, Lord Stanley Tav., Kingsland,
Strong Man, Old Rodney’s Head, Old-st., E.
Sincerity, Railway T'av., Fenchurch-st. Station.
Camden, Stanhope Arms, Up. James-st.,, Camden Tuwn.
Tredegar, Royal Hot., Mile-end-road.
St. James’s Union, Union Tav., Air-st.
Wellington, Whitc Swan, Deptford.
Perfect Ashlar, Victoria Tav., Lower-rd., Rotherhithe,
Upper Norwood, White Hart Hot., Church-rd.
Marquis of Ripon, Pembury Tav., Amherst-rd., Hackney.
Loughborough, Warrior Hot., Brixton.
West Smithficld, New Market Hot,, West Smithfield,
Leepold, Woolpack Tavern, Bermondsey-st.
St. George'’s, Globe Tav., Greenwich.
London Masonic Club, at 101, Queen Victoria-st. E.C.,
2nd and 4th Monday every month, at 6 o’'clock.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18.
Board of Gen. Puarposes.

Ledge 30, United Mariners, Guildhall Tav. .
’ 73, Mount Lebanon, Brid.Hou. Ho.,London-bdg.
»” 93, Eastern Star, Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-st,
’ 102, Cadogan, F.NLH.

" 435, Salisbury, ¥.MLH.

" S57, St. Marks, S.LEL

s 1339, Stockwell, S.M.H.

» 1093, New Finsbury Park, Seven Sisters Tav., N,
Chap. 11, Enoch, F.M.H,

" 19, Mount Sinai, Andeiton’s Hot., Fleet-st.
Rose Croix, Canterbury, 33, Golden.sq.

LopGEes ofF INsTrucTtiON,
Mectropolitan, 269, Pentonville-ra.
Yarborough, Green Dragon, Stepney.
Domatic, Surrey M.H., Camberwell New-road.
Faith, 2, Westminster Chambers, Vietnria-st.
Prince Fredk, Wm., Lord’s Hot., St. John’s Wood.
Dalhousie, King Edward, Triangle, Hackney,
Prosperity, Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.
Florence Nightingale, F.M.H., William-st., Woolwich.
Counstitutional, Bedford Hot., Southampton Bdgs. at 4.
Israel, Rising Sun Tav., Globe Road.
Roval Arthur, Prince’s Head, York-road, Battersca.
Beacontree, Red Lion, Leytonstone.
Excclsior, Commercial Dock Tav., Rotherhithe,
3t. John of Wapping, Gun Hot., High-st.,, Wapping.
Islingtan, 23, Greshame-st.
Metropolitan Chapter, Jamaica Coffec Ho., Cornhill.
Mount Edgcumbe, 14, Jermyn-st,, St. James's,
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19.

Lodge of Benevolence.

’ 700, Nelson, M.H., William.st., Woolwich,

" 969, Maybury, Inns of Court Hot., Lincoln's-inn.

w1349, Friars, Cheshire Cheese, Crutched Friars.

" 1382, Corinthian, George Hot., Millwall Docks.

»n 1597, Metropolitan, Anderton's Hot., Flectost.

" 1624, Eecleston, Grosvenor Hall, Ebary-st., S.W.

s 1073, Langton, 101, Queen Victoria-st.

LuDGES OF INSTRUCTION.
Confidence, Railway Tav., Railway-place, Fenchurch-st,
Mt. Lebanon, Windsor Castle Tav.,, Southwark-bdg.-rd.
Pythagorean, Portland Hotel, London-street, Greenwich,
New Concord, Rosemary Branch Tav,, Hoxton.
La Tolerance, Horse and Groom, Winsley-st., Oxford-st.
Peckham, Maismore Arms, Park-road, Peckhan.
Stanhope, Thicket Hot., Anerley.
Finsbury Park, Finsbury Park Fav., Seven Sisters’-rd.
Southwark, Southwark Park 'Tav., Southwark Park.
Duke of Connaught, Havelock Tav., Dalston, L.
United Strength, Grafton Arms, Kentish-town.
Whittington, Black Bull Tav., Holborn, at 8.
Lewis, King's Arms Hot., Wood Green.
Royal Jubilee, 81, Long Acre.
Langthorne, Swan Hot., Stratford.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2o0.

House Com, Girls' Schocl, at 4.

Lodge 49, Gihon, Guildhall "Tav., Gresham-st.
” 169, Temperance, White Swan, Deptford.
" 179, Manchester, Anderton’s Hot., Fleet-st.
” 813, New Concord, Rosemary Branch, Hoxton.

» 1139, South Norword, Public Hall, South Norweod.
9 1287, Great Northern, FMH,
1475, Peckham, Surrey M.H,

"
Chap, 79, Pythagorean, Ship Hot., Greenwichs
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Mark Bon Accord, 2, Red Lion-sq., W.
» » Carnarvon, 68, Regent-st., W,
Encamp. E., Observance, 1.4, Bedford Row.
LonGes or INsTrucTION.
Union Waterloo, Chatham Arms, Thomas-st., Woolwich.
Egyptian, Bercules Tav,, Leadenhall-st.
Fidelity, Yorkshire Grey, London-st., W,
Firsbury, Jolly Anglers’ Tav., Bath.st., City-road.
Pemperance in the East, Catherine-st,, Poplar.
tbury, 12, Ponsonby-st., Milbank,
Highgate, Bull and Gate, Kentish-town.
The Great City, M.H., Masons’ Avenue.
High Cross, Coach & Horses, High-road, Tottenham.
Salisbury, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st,
Southern Star, Crown Hot., Blackfriars-rd.
Great Northern, Berwick Arms, Berners-st., Oxford-st.
Prince Frederick William Chapter, St. John's Wood,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2;,
House Com. Boys’ School, at 4.
Lodge 6, Friendship, Willis's Rooms, St. James's .
. 201, Jordan, F.M.H.
Encamp. 6, St. George's, Albion, Aldersgate-st,
Rose Croix, Invicta, 33, Golden-sq.
1.opcES oF INsTRucTiON.
Stability, Guildhall Tav., Gresham-st.
Robert Burns, Union Tav., Air-st.,, Regent-st.
Belgrave, Constitution, Bedford-st., Covent Garden.
Unions Emulation (for M.M.’s), F.M.H.
Temperance, Victoria Tav., Victoria-road, Deptford.
Clapton, White Hart, Clapton.
Metropolitan, Portugal Hot., Fleet-st, at 7.
St. Marylebone, British Stores Tav., St. John's Wood,
Westbourne, Lord’s Hotel, St. John’s Wood.
United Pilgrims, Surrey M.H., Camberwell New-road.
St. James’s, New Tanners’ Arms, Grange-rd., Bermondsey.
Duke of Edinburgh, Silver Lion, Penny-ficlds, Poplar.
Doric, Earl Grey Tav., Mile-end-road.
Burgoyne, Grafton Arms, Prince of Wales’s-road, N.W.
St. Luke’s, White Hart, King's-rd., Chelsea.
Chigwell, Prince’s Hall, Buckhurst-hill.
Burdett Coutts, Approach Tav., Victoria Park.
Royal Standard, The Castle, Holloway-rd.
Ranelagh, Bell and Anchor, Hammersmith-rd.
William Preston, Feathers Tav.,Up.George-st.,Edgware-rd.
Hervey, 99, Fleetostreet, at 8.
Earl of Carnarvon, Mitre Ho., Goulborne-rd., Notting-hill,
Pythagorean Chapter, Portland Ho., London-st., Greenwich
Sir Hugh Myddclton, 25, King Edward-st., Liverpool-rd.,N"
MASONICIMEETINGS IN WEST LANCASHIRE AND

"~ CHESHIRE.
For the Week cnding Saturday, December 22, 1877,

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14.
Lodge 613, Unity, Palatine-Buildings, Southport.
1 703, Clifton, Clifton Arms, Blackpool.
»w 1502, Israel, M.H., Liverpool.
Chap. 32, Jerusalem, M.H., Liverpool,
Everton L, of 1., M.H., Liverpool,
TUESDAY, DECEMBER, 18.
Lodge 6067, Alliance, M.H., Liverpool.

" 897, St. Hdlen's Loyalty, Fleece Inn, St. Helen's,

. 980, Hesketh, Grapes Inn, Croston.

» 1223, Hindpool, Hartington Hot., Barrow.

n 1250, Fidelity, Bull Hot,, Poulton-le-Fylde,

s 1270, Warren, Staunley Arms, Seacombe,

» 13235 Stanley, M.H., Liverpool.

w 1570, Prince Arthur, M.R., N. Hill-st., Liverpool.
Mecrchants L. of 1., M.H., Liverpool.

Boo:de L. of 1., 146, Berry-st., Bootle,
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19.
Lodge 86, Loyalty, Crown Hot., Prescot.

" 448, Faith, Gerard’s Arms, Ashton-in-Makerfield.

» 537, Zetland, MR, Birkenhead.

" 580, Harmony, Wheat Sheaf, Ormskirk,

" 758, Ellesmere, M.H., Runcorn,

" 823, Everton, M.H., Liverpool.

» 1001, Trinmph, M.H., Lytham.

» 10806, Walton, St. Lawrence's School, Kirkdale.

» 1345 Victoria, Cross Keys Hot., Eccles,

» 1353, Duke of Laucaster, Athenzeum, Lancaster,
De Grey and Ripon L. of I, M.R,, N, Hill-st,, L'pool.
Downshire, do,, M.H., Liverpool.

Mark Lodge, 31, Fidelity, Norfolk Arms, Hyde.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER =20.

Lodge 203, Ancient Union, M.H. Liverpool.
" 342 Concord, Militia Rooms, Preston,
1 4235, Cestrian, Eastgate-row, Chester.
' 905, Combermere, Scacombe Hot,, Seacombe.
" 9350, Hesketh, Royal Hat., Fleetwood.
" 1032, Townley Parker, Howard's Arms, Whittle.
n 1070, Starkie, Black Horse Hot., Kirkham,

»w 1200, Pembroke, Rawlinson’s Hot., W. Derby.
»w 1570, Dee, Union Hot., Papkgate.
St. John’s L, of 1., M.H., Liverpool.
Duke of Edinburgh L. of L, M.H., Liverpool,
Harmonic L. of 1., Adelphi Hot., Liverpool.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1.
Hamer L. of L, M.H., Liverpoal.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN EAST LANCASHIRE.
For the Week ending December 22, 1877,

—

MONDAY, DECEMBER 175,
Lodge 1030, Egerton, George Hot., Heaton Norris.
» 1170, St George, F.MLH., Manchester,
" 46%, Tucor, Red Lion Hot,, Oldham.
Chap. 345, Perseverance, Old Bull Hot., Blackbur.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18.

Lodge 126, Silent Temple, Cross Keys Inn, Burnley.
» 1052, Callender, F.M.H,, Manchester.
» 1534, Concord, George Hot., Prestwich,

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19.

A, OLDROYD,

Lodge 128, Prince Edwin, Bridge lun, Bury. "
,,g 221,, St. John, Co’mme::inl H’ot., B)(;lton. 364-: HIGH STREET, STRATFORD,
1" 25%, Friendship, F.M.H. Oldbam. - - -
w322 St. Johw's, F.MLH., Salford. MANUFACTURER OF
1” 581, Faith, Drover’s Inn, Openshaw.
n 633, Yarborough, F.M.H., Manchester. TO BACCO PO UCHES
» 1129, St. Chad, Roebuck Hot., Rochdale.
»w 1161, De Grey & Ripon, Corporation Hot., Ardwick WITH NAME IN RAISED LETTERS.

Can be obtained direct of Bro. Oldroyd at the fol-
lTowing prices on receipt of stamps or P.0.O.
No. 3, price 2s. od., will take a name of g letters.

;s 1218, Prince Alfred, Commercial Hot., Mossley.
» 1034, Starkie, Railway Hot., Ramsbottom.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20.

Lodge 42, Relicf, Albion Hot., Bury. 4r 4y 2s.6d., " o,
- 116, Royal Lancashire, Swan Hot., Colne. 5 w 3s.0d, » 2,
" 268, Union, Queen’s Arms Ashton-under-Lyne. 6, , 3s.0d, » L 13w
o 283, Amity, Swan Hot., Haslingden. N.B.—All names to be sent in Capitals.
" 345, Perseverance, Old Bull Hot., Blackburn, All orders executed within four days.
1 350, Charity, Grapes lun, Stoneclough.

» 364, United Brethren, Royal Oak, Clayton-le-dale,

” 363, Probity & Freedom, Bull's Head, Rochdale, Third Edition in the Press, post free 1s 7d.
» 369, Limestone Rock, M.H., Clitheroc. ;

462, Bank Terrace, Hargreaves Arms, Accrington | MASONIC POINTS.

k2]
. 934, Merit, Derby Hot., Whitefield. | Points for reference, or authorized cues to the E.A., F.C.,
5, 1011, Richmond, Crown Hot., Salford. 1 and M.M. degrees, and of the R.A,,

Chap. 314, Affability, F.M.H., Manchester. -
""" "FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, The M.W.GAL B;} Bro. :lIf\D}J’
Lodge 132, Virtue, F.MLH., Manchester. ¢ M.W.G.M. has graciously accepted a copy of

s (13 e T 1"
' 993, Alexandra, Midway Hot., Levenshulme. Masonic Points.

For Masonic Mcetings throughout Scotland see Seottish
FPreemasony which can be obtained at the Office of this
Joumsal, 198, Fleet-street, London,

“ FREEMASON” OFFICE, 198, FLEET-STREET,
LONDON.

The Eugenie Easy Chair.

o
These superior Carpets of which Messrs. Octzmann and
Co., have the exclusive sale, are of first-class BBritish Manu-
facture, have all the style and appearance of real Turkey
Carpets, at little more than the price of good Brussels, and
are very durable,  Price lists free on application,  For the
convenience of those residing at a distance, a large picce
showing the border and centre of carpet will he sent on re-
ceipt of, gs., which will be deducted from price of carpet, or
refunded upon return of pattern  Hearth-1ugs 10 match, 6ft,
... 426 ol long by 2fr. 8in. wide, £1 gs. 6d.
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE, THE BEST FURNISHING GUIDE EXTANT, POST FREE.

Lowest prices consistent with guaranteed quality.,  Orders per post receive prompt and faithful attention,

THE LONDON AND GENERAL WATER PURIFYING COMPANY
(LIMITED).
PATENT CISTERN FILTERS CHARGED SOLELY WITH ANIMAL CHARCOAL.
Requiring, when nnce fixed, no attention whatever.
THE LATEST PATENTED FILTER IN GENERAL USE.
And superior to all others, Vide Professor Frankland’s Reports to the Registrar General, July 1866, Novem
ber, 1803, and May, 1870; the  Lancet,” January 13, 1869, and Testimonials from Dr, Hassall, September 33,
1863 ; Dr, Letheby, February 14, 1878, and December, 1873,
Price £1 108, and upwards, PORTABLE FILTERS on this System, £1 §s. to £3.
Patronized and used by Her Majesty the Queen, at Osborne; by H.R.H, the Prince of Wales, M.\W.G.M,, a
Sandringham ; by H.R.H, the Duke of Cambridge; the elite of the Medical Profession, and at the London
St. George’s, Fever, and German Hospitals, and various Lunatic Asylums,

Institutions, Breweries, &c.
POCKET FILTERS, 4s. 6d. and 6s. each, HOUSEHOLD and FANCY FILTERS from 11s, 6d.

WATER TESTING APPARATUS FOR DETECTING THE IMPURITIES IN WATER, 10s. 6d. and 21s. cach,
Danchell’s *¢ Testing Apparatus for Discovering the Presence of Impurities in Water,” isa most convenient and portable one—Vide
l)g;kc on the Preliminary Duties of Health Officers, . .
This is a very bandy case for the Study Table or Carpet Bag, 1t contains the Chief Chemizal Tests for Qaalitive Water Analysis, and
will be found of use by medical and other men who may have occasion to ascertain in a ready manuner whether any of the more actual
impurities are present or not in water.  Vide the  Medical Record,” January 29, 1873.

157, STRAND (four doors frnm Somerset House), LONDON.

“THE GRAVEL-WALK METAL SCRAPER MATS.”

Arc suitable for all kinds of ['T'rade Mark.]}
Graver-WaLk Extrances, in
all weathers, either to remove
the loose grit after summer

TPulnut Calinet.

Spring Seat, good Castors 255 od
Superior do,, stufled all
Hair
The Vienna, Gent’s Easy
Chair, targer size, to
match ...
guperior do,, stufled all
Hair

Tnlaid Marqueteric and Ormolu
mounted, lined inside with Velvet
2ft, 6in, wide o 425 od
3t 6in, wide, with 2 doors 43s 6d
4ft, with 2 doors ., v 84s od

31s 6d

35s od

House Cistern, fitted
with a Cistern Fiiter.

| showers, or the dirt or snow LENGTIIS, Prices.
of winter. Their texture gives ! )7
a firm hold to the foot in : = Tl b3 2 ft. 3 in. o 108.

HATEVER direction you step. i A, 2 ft. 6 in. .o 125.

k "; h:; gt: ‘tlu: width of y:m ord‘i- = i “m“\l"m‘ - 3 ft. oin. 14S.
nary step, being directly in the = 3 ft. 4 in. 16s.
path cannot escape use, save 3 ft. 8 in. 18s.
much wear in other mats, flocr- 4 ft. o in, 205,
cloths, and carpets, and their .
endurance is incalculable. All 12 in, wide,

TIDCOMBE'S PATENT GRAVEL-WALK METAL SCRAPER-MATS are suitable for Mansions and Villas,
French Casements, Conservatories, Greenhouses, Flower Gardens, Kitchen Gardens, Schools, Colleges, Places of
Worship, Hotels, Public Gardens, Public Institutions, and all Entrances leading from Sandy Gritty, or Gravel Walks

PACKED AND DELIVERED ON RAILWAY ON RECEIPT OF POST OFFICE ORDER PAYABLE TO

G. TIDCOMBE & SON, ENGINEERS, WATFORD, HERTS.
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BRIDGE HOUSE HOTEL,

LONDON BRIDGE,
Opposite the South Eastern, and London, Brighton, and
South Coast Railways.
HIS Hotel has great facilities for Masonic
Mectings, Charitable Institutions, Wedding Break-
fasts, Public Dinners, Balls, Soirees, and is allowed to be
in real domestic comfort, one of the Best in the Metropolis,
_he tariff on application to Josepn H. SPENCER.

GROSVENOR GALLERY RESTAURANT,
NEW BOND STREET.

In addition to the advantages this Restaurant possesses,
is a suite of rooms almirably adopted for the requirements
of Masonic Lodges. For pacticulars, &e., apply to Bro.
Michel's, Manager.

NEW MARKET HOTEL,
KING STREET, WEST SMITHFIELD, EC.

Bro. Tuomas Burr, ProPrIETOR.

Fvery accommodation for Masonic or other Lodge
Dinners or Suppers provided for large or small parties.

Wines and Spirits of the Best Quality.
Lodge 1623 held here.
The regular meetings of the West Smithfield Lodge of

Instruction are held at this Hotel on Monday evenings at
8 o’clock.

DOLLY’S CHOP HOUSE,
QUEENS HEAD PASSAGE, EC,

Within two minutes’ of General Post Office, St. Martin’s-
le-Grand. Entrance, Newgate St. & Paternoster Row.

THE GRILL ROOM

having recently undergone extensive alterations and re-
modelling, is now, from the complete improvements,
second to none in the City for accommodation,
Winer, Spirits, and Malt Liquors of the first quality.
Cigars choicest brands.

W. L. G. FisuLeicu, Proprietor.

CAFE MONICO, PICCADILLY CIRCUS.

Must be seen to be appreciated. Crowded from mid-
day till midnight, and pronounced by all to be unparal-
leled. The Grand Cafe Saloon, the Grand Billiard Saloon,
and the Capital Grill Room and Appointments arc the
admiration of the public. Call and sce it at once, Success
unprecedented. Comfortable, cheerful, and charming.

ESTABLISHED 1826.
MITCGCHELL’S

CITY CHELSEA BUN HOUSE,

42, FISH STREET HILL,

AND
2, LITTLE TOWER STREET, EASTCHEAP,
Bread & Biscuit Baker & Confectioner,
LUNCHEONS, HOT & COLD, AT BAR AND
IN COFFEE ROOM.
Ox First FrLoon—DINING ROOMS,
SPECIALITIES—

THE CITY NURSERY BISCUIT.
THE REGENT CAKE, for Coffee & Dessert.
AND
THE SPECIALITE BROWN BREAD.

J. P. PLATT & Co.
COMMISSION, SHIPPING AND
FORWARDING AGENTS,

84, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON.
43, CASTLE STREET, LIVERPOOL,

Parcels Forwarded te all parts of the World,

BRO. FRANK ELMORE begs to announce

that he still continues to provide his well-known
Musical Eutertainments at the Banquets of the City Com-
panies, Masonic Lodges, Concerts, Private Parties, and
Charitable Institutions. The best available talent engaged.
Books of Words printed, and all arrangements completed
at a few hours’ nutice.~—For ‘Terms, Address to his resi-
dence, 106, Fernhead-road, St. Peter’s Park, W,

Ihﬂ'o RTANT TO STUDENTS.—The True

System of BiLle Chronolegy, by which alone it is
possible to obtain agreecment between Sacred and Profane
History.—Sece The Mystery of the Bille Dates Solved Ly the
Great Pyramid, Demy 8vo., clcth extia, 25, 6d.; post
free on receipt of stamps.—S. Rowbottom and Son, Alfre-
ton; W. H. Guest, 29, Paternoster-row, London; and of
all Booksellers,

P —————

THE FREEMASONS TAVERN,

GREAT QUEEN ST., LONDON W,C.

THE ADMIRABLE AND UNRIVALLED ACCOMMODATION FOR

MASONIC BANQUETS,

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DINNERS,
Wedding Breakfasts, Balls, &c.,
Is too well known to need comment. The entirc management changed, and the establishment in all it brancheg
thoroughly re-organised. The attention of the Masoxic Bopy is directed to the many advantages offered.

CuisiNe or THE Hicuest CHARACTER.

Wines PErrect v CoNnITION AND QUALITY

Resravnant, Wing, SsoxiNe anp ReETiniNGg Roous.
The fullest measure of pablic confidence and support ensured.

ALFRED BEST, Proprictor.

CANNON STREET HOTEL,
CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.

The Railway advantages, in direct communication with the Hotel, renders this establishment unequalled ia the

Metropolis for

MASONIC BANQUETS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DINNERS, BREAKFASTS, &c.,
DRAMATIC ENTERTAINMENTS, PUBLIC MEETINGS, ARBITRATIONS.
THE LARGE HALL is capable of seating uapwards of Twelve Hundred people.
FAMILIES axp VISITORS visiting London for long or short periods will find all the appointments, ana

accomodation, unrivalled.

E. H. Raxp, Superintendent.

GREEN’S, ST. JAMES'S PLACE HOTEL,

17, ST. JAMES'S PLACE, ST. JAMES'S STREET, S.W.

The advantages possessed by this Hotel are rarely to be found.

Situated in the most fashionable, and at the same

time most quict part of Town (no traffic through St. James’s Place), it contains elegant suites of rooms, also single

apartments, with use of Coffee Room. The attention of

Masonic Brethren, Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Families

Is directed to the superior excellence and comfcrt of the above Hotel.

Under personal supervision great care has been

devoted to the CUISINE, and choice selection of FIRST QUALITY WINES.,
Visitors to the Hotel have the privilege of a rrivare and pirect entry to the GREEN PARK.
Familics and Gentlemen visiting London should communicate with

Bro. ANTON HEROLD.

ASHLEY’S

HOTE L,

HENRIETTA STREET AND MAIDEN LANE, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON.

This well known homely and comfortable

FAMILY AND MASONIC HOTEL,

Situated in the most central and commercial part of the metropolis, has been Rebuilt and Newly Furnished.

Visitors

obtain all the comforts and convenicnce of a First.class Modern Hotel at prices long noted for combining Comfort with

Economy. LADIES' COFFEE ROQNM.

BILLIARDS, Night Porter.

LODGE COVENT GARDEN, 10614, and the PISCATORIAL SOCIETY'S MEETINGS are held here.
Room Complete in Appouintments for MASONIC BANQUETS and other Meetings.

Bro. RICHARD MICHELL, Proprietor.

W. FIGES,
80, CANNON-STREET, LONDON, E.C.,
MANUFACTURER OF THER

LOCK-RIB UMBRELLA,

Unequalled for Strength and Neatness.
Also the NEW DAGMAR CLOTH UMBRELLA, more
durable than silk and equal in appearance.
s000 BOXES IN FINE CONUITION (tor Cash).
BEST HAVANA CIGARS at IMPORT
PRICES.—Fine old Forcign Principes 138, per 1b.
supetior to most cigars at two guincas—sample five for
15. (14 stamps). Foreicn Tranccos (rough but good),
125. per 1b. (100), sample seven for 1s.~—BENSON, Im-
porter, 80, St. Paul's Churchvard. London. Depot open
from Eleven to Five.

DOWLING AND SON,
2 & 3, HALF.MOON PASSAGE,
LEADENHALL-STREET.

Gloucestershire Christmas Chines and Chaps, the only
house in London where they are to be obtained.
The Original Makers of the only Genuine Smoked
Sausages—require no cooking.—1s. per box.
Purvevors rto Tue Queen—Purvivonrs To Tk Hox.
Trixiry Boarn,

‘\/Insomc DrawiING AT AYR vorR REpUCTION
+ or Dest ox New Harvu.~—8Brethren hol ding books
of tickets for said drawing, are reminded that duplicates
and cash require to be, returned to the subscriber by the
1oth inst, J. S. MInwearri, RRW.M, No. 124, Address
20, New Bridge-street, Ayr. 4th Dee., 1877.
YOUNG'S ARNICATED CORN AND
BUNION PLAISTERS are the best ever invented for

giving immediate case, and removing those painful
excrescences,  Price 6d. and 1s. per box, Any Chemist
not having them in stock can procure them.

Observe the Trade Mark—H.Y—without which none are
genuine,  Be sure and ask for Young's,

WANTED by a (Bro. M.M.) Life Pensioner
(Sergeant just left the army) a Situation as Light
Portcr, Time Keeper, Watchman, or any place of trust 3
willing to make himself uscful in any capacity.~—Address
to “ K, H.,” care of Mr, Scott, No. 6, Alfred-strcet, Old
Kent-road.
COMFORT FOR TENDER FEET.—
Try Anthony Scard’s new material) Peculiarly Prepared
Indestructible Porpoise Skin Boots and Shoes, Soft as si'k
shines like patent, never cracks, becomes szfter and finer n

wear, a perfect durable luxury and superlative specialte, 8 Bow
Lane, Cheapside, E.C. Ladies® eorders skilfully executed, Ote

# trial Insures satisfaction,

IMPORTANT MASONIC WORKS.

Dedicated by permissionto JOHN HERVEY, Esqg., G. Sec.

THE ROYAL MASONIC CYCLOP/EDIA
of History Rites, Symbolism, and Biography. Contain-
ing upwards of 3000 Subjects, together with numerous
Original Articles on Archaeological and other Topies.
Edited by KENNETH R, H. MACKENZIE. Demy
8vo., 792 pages, half morocco, Roxburgh style, gilt
top, price 21s,

“The work is marked by extreme learning and mode-
ration.)'—DPullic Opinion,

¢ A really valuable and instructive work, alike interest-
ing to the Masonic student and general reader, and to the
curious it will prove to be an inexhaustible mine of wealth,
particulars being afforded of numerous strange subjects.
wreeneDeserves a large circulation, and cannot fail to be a
most welcome work in every Masonic library."—AKeystone.

* We thank Bro, Mackenzie for this valuable contribu-
tion to Masonic literature.”— Freemason,

THE
DISCREPANCIES OF FREEMASONRY :
Examined during a Week’s Gossip with the late cele-
brated Bro. GILKES, and other eminent Masons,
By the Iate Rev. G. OLIVER, D.D. Crown 8ve.,
cloth, with numerous Diagrams, Price 7s. 6d,

“ We hope that the thoughtful brethren in the fraternity
(of whom, surely there ought to be many thousands) will
mauifest their appreciation of the enterprise, by clearing
out the edition in a few months,  Neitber as respects the
contents nor the price can we complain of the fare.”—Bro.
W. J. Hrcuax,

“ A most amusidg and curious Book,”—Standard,

THE PYTHAGOREAN TRIANGLE; or the
or, the Science Numbers. By the late Rev. G.
OLIVER, D.D. Crown §vo., Cloth, with Diagrams,
price 0s.

“In addition to all its stores of curious and varied
learning, as connccted with the Craft, the Rev. Doctor's
treatise contains many sage remarks on a host of other
interesting topics which will please all curious readers.”
—Standard,

“The facts and opinions will repay careful study."—
Figaro,

“ Among the ablest and most interesting of Dr. Oliver’s
writings.”"— Keystone,

“Certainly most curious and interesting.” —Bro. W.
J. Huanax.,

“We commend this publication to the attention of our
readers.”'—Freemason.

N.B.~A large stock of Scarce and Curious Masonic
Books, &c.

Loxpon : JOHN HOGG, Parcuxoster Row.



