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REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.

USRS~

draft FWasonvy,

LODGE OF TRANQUILLITY (No. 185) met
on Monday evening at the City Terminus IHotel, The
W.M., Bro. John Horth Ross, presided, assisted by his
officcrs, Bros, J. D. Daniell, S.W.; S. Posener, J.W.; G.
8, Pare, S.D.; H. D. Bayley, ].D.; F. Croker, I.G.; G.
Betty, Organist ; George Peartree, Treas.; Philip Levy,
Sec.; John Constable, P.M.; Nathan Moss, P.M.; S.
Moss, M. Harris, E. Harfeld, Bloomfield, P.M. ; Fred. Saul
Solomon, Parkinson, P.M.; E. Gottheil, P.M.; and a
large number of the members of the lodge. There were
also present, as is usual in this famous lodge, several
visitors, among whom were Bros. James Cox, S.D. 50353
W. Lean, P.M. 1087; John Smith, 1257; . Roberts,
223 H. Massey, P.M. 619 (* Freemason ”); and Jacob J.
Cohen, S.W. 1340, Smyrna. There was a hecavy even-
ing’s work before the lodge. Three out of four candidates
for raising were in time to take the degree, but the fourth
arrived a minute or two too late {or the opening of the
ceremony, and he was deferred, unfortunately, till next
meeting, Bros. Saillard, Bush, and Cohen were the bre-
thren who took the degree, which was admirably and im-
pressively wotked by the W.M. and his assistants. The
lodge was then lowered to the First Degree, and ballots
were taken for Messrs. M. J. E. Schultze, C. K. L. Gablonz,
and Moss Davis, who, the ballot being unanimously in
their favour, were duly initiated, with the same correctness
and impressiveness as the W.M. and bhis officers exhibited
in the Third Degree. The lodge working was accom-
panied by some beautiful music by the Organist, Bro.
Betty, which produced a fine effect.  Bro. A. L. Myers, 63,
was clected a joining member of the lodge.  Previous to
the ballot for this brother, his proposer, Bro. Daniel Marks,
according to the custom, had to vouch for him, whereupoun
two brethren could not allow such an opportunity to pass
without testifying to this brother’s great worth, his intel-
lectual capacity, and his ability to confer honour upon the
lodge., Asa literary brother, it was thought he would be
a great acquisition to the lodge, and several other brethren
regretted that they had not had the duty cast upon them
of seconding the clection of Bro. Myers. The Committee
of the Benevolent Fund was then re-elected, the brethren
being Bros. Saul Solomon, A. E, Sydney, Maurice Hart,
M. Harris, S. E, Moss, and E. Harfeld.  Bro. John Con-
stable, P.M., gave notice of motion that ten guineas be
voted by the lodge for a P.M.'s jewel to be presented to the
W.M. Lodge was then closed, and the brethren adjourned
to banquet, which was well supplied by Bro. Lord, the
manager of the hotel. On the removal of the cloth the
toasts were proposed, and honourcd with the fervour
which  this lodge ncver fails to exhibit. The
W.M,, [in giving the toast of “The Queen and the
Craft,” said that as our Royal Master gave “ Loyalty and
Charity ” as the watchwords of the QOrder, it would not
require any words of his to recommenrd this toast to the
notice of the brethren, (Checrs.) In giving the toast of
“ FLR.H. the Prince of Wales, Grand Master,” the W.M.
said that the universal topic of conversation for sometime
past had been the recent visit of the Grand Master to
India, and there was not a brother who did not wish him
God specd on his journey.  Before him he knew there
was not a brother who would not respond to this toast.
(Cheers) When the toast had been drunk most cordially,
the WAL next gave “ The Pro Grand Master, the Deputy
Grand Master, &c.,’” and said it had been asscrted that he
who delegated his power to other hands ill deserved the
crown he wore.  Such, however, would not apply in the
present instance, for the M.W.G.M. had left behind him
such a representative that no one allied to the Craft could
have the Jeast doubt of his capabilities, He was speaking
of the Earl of Carnarvon, the Pro Grand Master, and with
the assistance of the D.G.M., Lord Skelmersdale, the
Craft must be stcered with safety by the Pro Grand Master.
“The Initiates” was the next toast, and the W.M., in

proposing it, said that the accession of gentlemen to the
Order from time to time had made the position of the
brethren as Masons one of pre-eminence, and he was
very pleased to think that the Lodge of Tranquillity bad
men of such high intelligence, great moral character,
and good social standing, seeking its aid to become mem-
bers of the Order.  If it were not for initiates, Frcemasonry
would fall into desuetude; but with the addition of such
gentlemen as they bad that night, the credit of the Craft
would be added to, and the stability of the lodge assared.
(Cheers.) Bros. Lederer, Moss Davis, and Schultze re-
sponded.  Bro. John Constable proposed “The W.M.,” a‘nd
appealed to the brethren to confirm him in his opinion
that the ceremonics had been admirably worked, notwith-
standing the hoarseness which a scvere bronchial affection
had produced. (Hear, hear.) The W.M,, in reply, said
he thanked the brethren for their cordial reception of the
toast. He bad but one object in view, to do the best he
possibly could for the lodge, and to make the brethren
happy. As long as he was in the Master's chair he
would endeavour to do as he had done. (Cheers,) “* The
Visitors ¥ was the next toast, to which Bro. W. Lean,
P.M. 1087, was the first respondent, and he said he thought
Bro. Constable’s remarks in apologising for the W.M. were
not wanted, because the way in which the ceremonies had
been rendered that evening were certainly in the good old
style ; at any rate, they revived the good old fc‘eh.ngs. which
the hearing of those ceremonies always revived in his own
breast. As the brethren present were not all M.M’s he
would allude to the initiation ceremony, in which there was
a reference made to the grandest of all the Masonic virtues,
charity. We were fast approaching that period of the
year when we all rejoice to meet together, both abroad and
in the [family home; and he thought they could not do
better than remember those less favoured brethren who
had been once in a position not less fortunate than that of
the brethren present.  When the business brethren  were
making up their balance shects he would recommend
them to sct apart a small amonunt for the benefit of the three
Masonic Institutions, the grandest in the country. In this
way they would be showing truc charity. Bro. Roberts,
22, in his reply for the same toast, referred to the recent
initiation of Captain Webh in that lodge (Neptune), and the
great enthusiasm with which he was received on the occa-
sion uf his entering into Frcemasonry.  'The W.AL after-
wards gave “ The Health of the P.M.s,” who had at all
times been of great service to the lodge, and who would
never be found wanting in the performance of the datics of
the officers should any be absent.  He was looking for-
ward to the time when he himself shonld go into “ retire-
ment,” and be numbered with that glorious band.  Bro.
Bloomfield replying, said the P.M.’s of the Lodge of Tran-
quillity were always very ready and very willing, at the
same time that they were able, to do anything they could
for the Jodge. They were ready and willing to assist the
Master in his duties whenever required,  Fortunately, in
any of the offices very little was ever required of them, and
they had merely to sit in the lodge and witness the cere-
monies.  ‘I'hey were all zealous men, and cven if they
were called upon in the middle of the night to give assis-
tance he was sure they would do so. (Laughter.) He
could assure the brethren that nothing could happen in the
lodge which would make a call on them that the P.AL’s
would nvoi bLe found at hand with assistance,  “The
Benevolent Fund of the Lodge of Tranquillity ” was then
given by the W.M., and the object of the fund was briefly
stated. Bro. Saul Solomon, Treasurer of the fund, in his
reply, gave a fuller exposition of the purposes for which
the fund was established, preceding his remarks by recurr.
ing to the observations of Bro. Lean, as to the oppor-
tunity afforded at this scason of the year for remembering
those less fortunate than ourselves, He advised a “charity
column ” in books, as well as a * money column.”  The
fund had been originated by one brother now abroad
and another now dead ; and he (Bro, Saul Solomon) had
been, he was happy to say, connecied with it from its in-
ception.  The fund had done a vast amount of good to
poor brethren who had in their season of prosperity, when
they belonged to the lodge, joined them at the hospitable
board. The assistance given had always been liberal, so
much soas to give the recipients a fresh start in life,anda
great feature was, though the amount was daly accounted
for, in no case was the name of the brother made known
by the board bifore whom hecame. At present the fund
amounted to £6oo or L700. It was all very well to say
to brethren in distress that there was the Lodge of Bene-
volence, the Boys' School, the Girls' Schoo), and the Bene-
volent Institution ; but he contended that the brethren were
first entitled to be relieved by their own Jodge. Members
of the lodge only were allowed to subscribe to this fund,
because it was only members of the lodge who could be re-
lieved by it. His call had ever been liberally responded to,
and for the informaticn of the brethren he might say the
moneys subsaiibed by them were never misapplied.  He
might give one instance. A brather lately was relieved with
£ 100 to enable him to go abroad. After his arrival they
gave him £25 morc; and at the Cape, whither he had gone,
he was already doing well.  Lost it could not be, because
it was given for a charitable purpose. In ovne case the
money had been refunded ; and it was a pleasurcto the sub-
scribers sitting round that table to reflect that by means
of small subscriptions at different times they bad been able
to raise brethren from indigence to a state of prosperity.
He boped that evening would be the precursor of many
others of equal liberality, and that they would conduce to Lthe
placing of mauy brethren in a state of peace and prosperity,
Bro. Saul Solomon concluded by saying that the great
advantage of the money being disttibuted anonymously
was that a brother relieved was able to mect the other
members of the lodge without any fear of his just and
honest personal pride being affected, He trusted that the
brethren would assist in making the fund L1000, and he
had much pleasure in stating that the initiates of the day

had each contributed a guinea towards that amount. The
W.M. gave “ The Iealth of the Treasurer and Secretary "
next, both of which officers returned thanks. The Trea-
surer said both he and his brother Sccretary were pleased
to perform their offices, and as long as they had health
and strength they would continue to do so.  The W.M,
concluded by proposing “The Health of the Officers,”
which he gave with the utmost pride and satisfaction. He
boasted that there was not one, from the S.W. totheL.G.,
who was unot perfectly able to perform his duties. As this
was the last occasion before Christmas when the brethren
would have an opportunity of hearing his voice, he would
wish them a merry and very happy Christmas. The S.W.
responded, and said he was sure that the efficiency which
the W.ML had so often noticed in the officers, if it was de-
serving of his commendation, was only derived from those
who had gone before them in their different positions. The
Tyler’s toast concluded a most agreeable evening.
LODGE OF UNITED STRENGTH (No. 228).
—The ‘‘clection night” of this old lodge was held
on the 14thinst.in the banqueting hall of the Old St, John
of Jerusalem Gate, Clerkenwell, the W.M., Bro. J. While
(“Freemason), presiding. There was a very full attendance
of brethren and visitors, and the officers were at their posts
with the punctuality for which the lodge Is celebrated. Bro.
Griggs was S.W.; J. Hill, J.W.; Snare, S.D.; Halford,
J.D.; Pearcy, 1.G.; J. Crump, Sec., and father of the
lodge; J. Hillhouse, I.P.M. ; J. Terry, P.M.; Coulston,
P.M.; E. Davies, P.M.; Harty, S.D. 1201, acting as
Organist, and there were also present as visitors Bros.
Charles Horsley, W.M. Acacia, P. Grand Registrar of
Middlesex ; G. Killick, P.M. of Merchant Navy Lodge; C.
Hill, S.W. of the Highgate Lodge; G. Clarke, of the
Phoenix ; W. Senior, of the Alexandra Palace Lodge; J. B.
Edwards, of No. 861 ; A. Henson, of the Asaph; Herbert
T. Parsons, of the Minerva, Hully J. W. Adams, the
Southwark ; and Thomas Danson, of Port Madoc. Bros.
Brienholt, Baker, Adams, Gedge, and Bellot, who had been
initiated at previous meetings, having, with Bro. Senior,
the well-known journalist, of the Alexandra Palace Lodge,
answered the usual questions, were entrusted, and the lodge
then opened in the Second Degree. Three of these bre-
thren were then passed, and the other three followed, the
ceremony from beginning to end being gone through twice.
The ballot—an unanimous one in the result—having been
taken for Mr. W. G. Hanchet, a sculptor, the Rev. W.
Dawson, M.A., Rector of St. John's, Clerkenwell, and Mr.
T. 1. Coles, the candidates were introduced in due form,
and the ceremony repeated up to a certain part in their
case. The interesting work was done according to Emu-
lation ritual. 'T'he ballot was then taken for Bro. W.
Malthouse, of the Wellington, No. 518, as a joining mem-
ber, and this was also unanimous. The ballot for W.M.
was then taken, and resulted in practically an unanimous
election of the S.W., Bro. Griggs, who was warmly
greeted according to Masonic form when he rose to thank
the brethren for the honour conferred upon him, and to
assure them that he should not be wanting in his work.
‘The ballot was then taken for Treas., and Bro. Winsland,
P.M., who, unfortunately, was absent through illness, was
again unanimously clected, and Bro. Steed was elected as
Tyler, in the place of the retiring Tyler, Bro. Beckett. On
the motion of Bro, James Terry, P.M., P.G.D.C. of Herts,
who spoke of the excellent work of the retiring W.M.
during the year, and thie great success which had attended -
the ledge during his period of Mastership, the lodge unan-
imously voted Bro. While the P.M. jewel, tobe ready on the
installation night. The lodge being closed, the brathren
banqueted togcther, the large hall being completely full.
After the usval toasts the W.M., gave the toast of * The
W.M. clect,” and took oceasion to warmly thank the W.M.
elect and the officers generally for the assistance they had
given himscelf during the ycar, both in punctual attend-
ance and in ability, when present, tocarry out the work in
a thorough manner. Hereminded the members generally
that by that clection all the appointments to office, except
that of Treasurer, became vested in the Master, who, fol-
lowing the traditions of the lodge, would, no doubt,
sclect as his officers those who had done good
suit and service in bygone times, and both the princi-
pal and assistant officers had done this. 1f members who
were not in office desired at some time to be adorned with
the collar, their only means, he warned them, of
obtaining the position would be by attending at the
opening of the lodge, and by accepting any oppor-
tunity which offered, through the absence of any
officer, prove to the futurc Masters where they would
have to look for members with the requisite
knowledge to do credit to a post. If any Master
placed a brother in the lowest position, even, who was not
competent to work the higher positions, that Master was not
only doing an_injustice to the lodge, in storing up for it
a future difficulty, but he was placing the brother in a
position which in time to come would be one to him of
mortification, for the lodge would use its judgment, and
would pronounce distinctly against the Mastership of a
brother unless the members were convinced of his compe-
petency to discharge the duties, and of the soundness of
his judgment. The W.M. hoped then that those brethren
who desired office would by attendance at instruction, and
at the opening of the lodge, prove their willingness and
ability, that future Masters should have no difficulty in
selecting brethren who to the ambition for office added the
nceessary qualifications.  ‘The W.M. elcct was one who
had so worked, and had so proved himself, Flc had been a
constant attendant, a good worker, and before he held
any office had worked the chair in Lodge of lInstruction.
Before his adornment with the collar in the junior ranks
of officc he had been ready and able to fill any position
vacant in bygone ycars by the absence of a brother, and
the lodge had only given Bro. Griggs his due by electing
him to the proud position he that night occupied. Bro.
Griggs, the W.M. elect, in responding, warmly thanked



The Kreemason.

584

Dec. 23, 1875,

the brethren for their reception of him, and gave them the
assurance that he fully appreciated the honour they had
bestowed upon him. The W.D. was toasted, and the toast
was acknowledged, and in proposing the toast of ¢ The
Past Masters of the Lodge,” the W.M. said the lodge was
fortunate in having among those on the left of the chair
such brethren as the quarter-of-a-century Sccretary, Bro.
Crump, their respected Treasurer, Bro. Winsland, their
energetic Bro. James Terry, and no less active and earnest
brethren, Coulston, Davies, and Hillhouse. The toast
was acknowledged by the latter, and then the toast of
¢ The Visitors " was given by the W.M., and Bro. Charles
Horsley, in reply, thanked the W.M. for the opportunity he
had that night of seeing the Unitcd Strength Lodge thus
ably worked, and having declared the words the W.M.
had addressed to the brethren who desired to be officers to
be words of wisdom, the speaker, in a happy viin of
poetic loge, proceeded to connect the W.AL's name with
the refrain of various well-known songs, much to the
amusement of the company. Dr. Hunter, one of the join-
ing members clected at the Jast meeting, responded to the
toast of Lis hcalth, and Bros. Hill, the |.W.; Halford,
J.D.5 and Patmore (Steward), responded for the officers.
The Tyler's toast brought thc preceedings to a close,
DUKE OF CONNAUGHT LODGE (No.
1558).—This lodge held its second regular mecting at
the] Surrey Masonic Hall on Thursday, the gth inst, Pre-
sent : Bros, W, Snowden, W.\.; W. S, Cackett, S.W;
T. Sleap, JJW.3 I Dann, PM. and Scc; W, M-
chell, §.D.; A. Runacres, J.D.; J. Kemp, L.G.; W,
Chalk, W.S.; F. Geider, Tyler. Also Bros. C. E. Power,
T. Taylor, E. Pcarman, E. Sims, J. E. Pentreath, W,
Rowlands, G. Harris, J. H. Swan, J. Emms. Visiturs:
Bros. C. B. Wright, Asaph, 1319; 8. J. Harvey,
Royal Jubilee, 723 C. E. Towell, Victoria 1056; J.
M. Walters, Westbourne, 733; 1. T. Dryson, Royal
Union, 382. The minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed.  The W.M. vacated the chair, and Bro.
P.M. Dann officiated.  Bros. Power, Taylor, Pearman,
Sims, and Pentreath were passed to thedegree of Fellow
Craft. Bro. W. Rowlands, of the Royal Jubilie Lodge, 72,
was cnrolled as a member of the Jodge.  Mes:rs. G. Hariis,
J. H.Swan, and J. Emms wcre initiated into Freemasonry,
The Secretary read a copy of a communication from Grand
Lodge, dated 7th December, 1839, respecting the Master’s
light in the Third Degree.  Bro. Steap, J.W., moved that
the question of raising the initiation fee fram five to seven
guincas be taken into consideration, as more conducive to
the interests of the lodge.  Bro. Mitchell, S.D., scconded
the motion. Bro. Chalk, W.S., moved as an amndment,
that the motion be deferred.  Bro. Dann, P.M. and Sec.,
seconded the amendment, which was put to the lodge and
lost. The original motion was then put and carried by a
large majority.  Bro. Rowlands proposed, as a joining
member, Bro. John Morgan Walters, of the Westhourne
Lodge, No. 733. Two gentlemen were proposed and
seconded as candidates for initiation. The lodge was ad-
journed till the second Thursday in Januarv next.  The
brethren then adjourned to refreshment, at which the usuval
toasts were duly honoured,
IPSWICH.—British Union Lodge (No. 114).
—The annual meeting of this old Jodge was held on
Thursday, the gth inst., when there were present : Bros,
A. D. George, W.M.; J. J. Buiton, P. Prov. G.D.C.
Cambridge, S.W,, W.M, clect; Rev. E. }. Lockwood,
D.P.G.M.; W. Spalding, P.M,, Scc.; W, Boby, P, Prov.
S.G.W.; W, Clarke, P.G.A.D.C.; Emra Holmes, P.
Prov. G.R. and P.G.D.C.; Viscount Mahon, M.P., Junior
Lord of the Treasury ; H, Miller, S.D.; Rev. J. B. Tweed,
J.D.; P. de Lande Long, P.M., Vice-President of the Board
of General Purposcs, &c., &c.  Visitors: Bros. N, Tracy,
P, Prov. $.G.W., W.M. Perfect Friendship Lodge; W. T.
Westgate, W.M., St. Luke’s Lodge; G. Cresswell, P.M,
of the Prince of Wales Lodge; J. Wilson, an officer of
the Carabincers, &c., &c, ‘The lodge having been opened
in due and ancient form, and the minutes confirmed,
Commander Jobn Tarrons, R.N., of L.M.S. Porcupine,
and a young officer of the Carabineers, Wm. Longhurst,
were Inttoduced and initiated into Mascnry, the ceremony
being performed by the W.M, At the conclusion of the
ceremony the President of the Board of General Purpeses
was announced, and on the entrance of our excellent and
esteemed brother, J. B. Monckton, ihe brethren rese to order,
and, under the dircction of the M.C,, saluted him with the
honours suitable to his sank in Grand lodge.  Bro.
Greorge giving the gavelto VW, Bro. Monckton, he assumed
the chair, and proceeded to install Bro, Butten as W,M,
for the ensuing year.  ‘The whele of this kg ceremuony,
with the charges to the Master, Wardens, and brethren,
were admirably and faulilessly given, and poformcd
according to the Emulation Lodge of Jmprovement work-
ing, and we cannot speak in too high praise of the
manncr in which the WM, was inducted into the chair of
K.S.  We can only Loje the tratbien wiill always en-
deavour to sccure the services of so bright a Mason, and
so valucd a member of thelodge, as Bro. Monckton.  One
or two brethren baving been proposcd for joining and
initiation, and the customary business disposed of, the
officers were appointed and invested as follows, the In-
stalling Master addressing a few words.to each :—Bro.
A. D. George, 1.LP.M.; Rev. I B, Tweed, P.G.C., S.W. ;
H. Miller, P.G.I,, |.W. ; H. Casley, S.1D.; G. Elliston, ).D,;
Ridley King, F.R.LB.A,, 1.G. Bros. W. Spalding, Scc.;
Emra Holmes, M.C.; and Geo. Spalding, Tyler, were
re-appointed.  The lodge having Leen closed, the brahren
numbering about 30, rctived to the dining hall, where an
excellent banquet was served, but where the waiting, as
usual, was bad. In responding to the toast of * The
D.P.G.M.,” Bro. the Rev. K, J. Lockwood spoke with great
pleasure on the increasing interest shown in Masoury by
the clergy of the Church of England, an interest which
cculd not but be productive of geed, and the more so
because it was a complete answer to such biethren as the

brother at Lowestoft, who gave up his officc in Prov’
Grand Lodge at the last meeting, assigning as a reason
that he found that Masonry was incompatible with his
Christian ¢bligations.  Their W.DM. would ere their next
mceting be ordained ; their 5.W., his (the speaker’s) relative,
was a clergyman, at their last meeting they had initiated
another clergyman, and he thought so much intcrest could
not be felt in Masonry by the clergy had there been any-
thing inimical to the interests of true religion in the
principles of the Craft. Bro. Monckton rtespended to

the toast of “The Officers of the Grand Lodge of
England,” and admtted that he was proud of
being a  member of that distinguished body.
The Very Worshipful Brother made a characteristic,

cluquent, and withal medest speech in acknowledging the
toast, and was Leattily applauded as he took his seat. Bro.
Tracy resporded on behalfof the visitors, and reminded
the brethren of the Perfect Ashlar Lodge of Instruction,
which niet weekly under the banrer of the British Union,
and of which he was Preceptor, where the brethren might
have an opportunity of qualifying themsclves for the posts
which they filled. Bro. Westgate also responded, as did
Bro. Wilson, who hoped on the next occasion to be a mem-
ber of the lodge, and nct a visitor. The newly-initiated
brethren responded in the manner common to new initiates,
and the Sccretary’s and Tyler's toasts having been duly
honoured, the brethren separated.  Neither the National
Anthem nor any other song was given, and the lack of
music probably took somewhat {rem the enjoyment of an
otlierwisc pleasant cvening. Bro. Burton, W.M., presided
at the banquet, and performed the arduous duties of
chairman in a manner befiting the cceasion.  As the
brethren dined in collars and jewels, and the tables were
handsomcly decorated with flowers and coloured glass,
the cffect was very gocd, though the banquet as
a whole was not to be compared to the summer
festival, the Feast of Roses. A hundred ycars ago the
installation of W.M. always took place on St. Johu's Day, so
that the festival of St. John was always duly kept.  This
excellent practice seems to have fallen into desuetude, and
we confess we should like to see a return to the old paths,
and the festival restored.  Bro. Emra Ilolmes’ notes on
the old minute books of the British Unicn Lodge are now
in course of publication in the pages of our contemporary,
the “ Masonic Magazine,” the first portion appearing this
month.

WINDSOR.—Etonian Lcdge of St. John
(No. 2¢¢).-—The usual monthly meeting «f this lodge was
Lield at the Mason‘c Ha'l, on Tuesday, the jthinst.  Pre-
sent: Bros, J. O, Caiter, W.M.; Dcune, S.W.; Canvin,
JJW. Pallin, P.M,, Treas., ; Strange, P.M., Sce. ; Crowhurst,
8.D.; Hume, J.D.; Roberts, 1.G.; Schiemann, D.C.;
Pears, S. ; Dixon, LP.M,, P.G.D.C. ; Staccy, .M. ; Wilson,
P.AML 5 Cross, P.ML; Reid, ML Mclllwham, P.M, ; Haw-
ker, Stollery, Pennicott, Woods, Cousins, Spindler, Legg,
&c.  Visitors: Bros. Tolley, M. 5715 Johnson, 5513
T. Bryett, 834; Knighton, 834; Whittaker, &c. The
minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed,
The W.M. raised Bro. Cousins to the degree of M.M. The
brethren unanimously elected Bio. Dennie, S,W., to the
oftice of W.M. for the ensuing year, and voted a Past Mas-
ter's jewel to the W.M. Bro. Wilson, P.M., was eclected
Treasurer, in the place of Bro. Pullin, P.M., who retires,
and in consideration of the scrvices rendered to the lodge
(extending over many years) by Bro. Pullen, the brethren
voted a sum of money to purchase a testimonial to him;
the form of such recognition was left to the ultimate de-
cision of that worthy brother.  The two brethren clected
to audit the accounts were Bros. [Jume and Pears. Bro.
Case was again appointed Tyler. Two candidates for
initiation having been proposed, the lodge was closed in
perfect harmony.

BRADFORD.—Lodge of Hope (No. 302).—On
Monday, the 13th December, at the Masonic Hall, Godwin-
street, the brethren of this lodge celebrated the festival of
St. John the Evangelist, and the installation of Bro, Hanson
Farrar as W.M. of this lodge took place. The brethren
assembled at six o'clock in large numbers, including the
following :—Bros. Thos. Hill, P.M,, P.P.G.W., Chair-
man of Charity Committee; J. ). Schacppi, P.M.,
P.2.G.S.D.; C. Il Taylor, P.M, P.P.GS.D.; ]J. D.
Su'gden, .M., P.P.G.J.D.; W. W. Barton, P.M.; Geo.
Richardson, P.M.;  C. Pratt, P.M,, P.P.G. Sup. of W,
Jo Ambler, PM.; W, Bottomley, P.M,; and the un-
dermentioned  visitors, namely, Fred, 'W. Nicholson

1034, Prov. G.O.; T. Senior, WM. ¢74, P. Prov. G.
Reg.; W. Morgan, W.M, 1018; Il Lambert, 1293
Chas, Baitlett, 90335 G, Alsing, 1133 Sam. Pecke,

2543 fam. B, Walmsley, P.M. g74; Jos. Dobson,
2893 Chas. I Unna, PM, Goo; Geo. Althorpe, P
o183  R. Richardsor, PN 974, The ceremony of 1o

stallation was ably performed by Bro. B, Broughten, LP.M.
The WAL Elect was conducted to the pedestal by Bro. T
Hill, P.M,, ¥, Prov. G.8.W,, and afterwards was duly
proclaimed.  “Fhe W.M. thn appointed and invested his
officers as follows :—Bros. Chas. Gott, S.W.; T. G.
Andrews, ].W.; Rev.T. 1L Flynn, P. Prov. G. Chaplain;
M. S, Rhodes, Treas.s T, C. Hope, Sec.; J. Harland,
Assist. Sec,; J. Pickles, 8.D.; T. F. Pettinger, J.D.;
F. C. Atkiuson, Org.; J. D. Sugden, D.C.; T. G.
Boyce, Assist. D.C.; Thos. Hill, P.M., P. Prov. G.S.W.
Charity Steward; ‘I C. Pearsen, Almeoncr; Rob.
Breuer, 1.G.; . J. Holmes, Tyler. The ordinary busi-
ness of the lodge was brought to a close by the W.M. at
8.30. We should not omit to allude to the very handsome
and valuable presentation to the lodge by Bro. Maneah
Sharpley Rhodes, Treasurcr, of an excellent coloured por-
trait of His Hoyal Highness Bro. the Prince of Wales,
Grand Master of England, in full Masonic clothing, in a
beautiful gilt [rame, which was accepted by the brethren
with acclamation, aud directed to be hung iu the lodge-
roon.  From the skill displayed by Bro. Hausou Farrar,
WM, in performing  the duties ~ devolving upon him

during the evening, it seems as though the mantle of his
late sire, who was one of the ablest P.M.’s of the Lodge of
Hope, had fallen on his shoulders ; and we augur that
he will successfully exert himself to tread in the foot-
steps of his accomplished ancestor, whose abilities and ex-
ample are so eminently worthy of remembrance and imi-
tation. Lodge business over, the brethren adjourned to
the refreshment room, and sat down to a recherché ban-
quet, in keeping with the high reputation of Bro. R.
Breuer as a caterer. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts
were duly given and responded to ; amongst the latter we
may allude to *TheImmortal Memory of St. John the Evan-
gelist,” proposed by Bro. the Rev.T. H. Flynn, the Chaplain,
in an able address replete with good words and instruction.
“The Clergy,” was put down to be proposed by Bro. M.
Rhedes, P.M., P.P.G.W., but owing to his unavoidablc
absence, that duty was undertaken by Bro. Geo. Richard-
son, P.M., and was responded to by Bros. Rev. T. H.
Flyns, P.P.G.C,, and H. Lambert, * The DMasonic
Charities,”” proposed by Bro. T. G. Andrews, J.W., who,
addressing the W.M., Officers, and brethren, said that the
toast he had to propose was dear to the hearts of Frec-
masons. He did not feel equal to the task assigned him,
but the sincerity and heartiness of his remarks must be
his apology for any shortcomings. He felt it a pleasure,
as it was his duty, to bring under their notice the claims
of those noble institutions—our Masonic Charities, and in
doing so he naturally had in mind three of the virtues in-
culcated by our Order—Faith, Hope, and Charity 3 they
arc great elements for doing good, and we, as a brotherhoad,
are banded together to do good. Our Masonic charities
are the outcome of all that is good, as you know they arc
for the education and maintenance of our orphan children,
and for providing annuities for our aged and unfortunate
brethren, Those of you who have not already doneso, |
ask to visit some of the annual festivals of thesc admir-
able institutions, and then I know what a thrill must come
over your hearts when you there sce what good some of the
brethren have aided in doing. Some of you may say 1
should be very glad to give my mite, but do not feel at
liberty to be a Steward. Well, I may inform you that
there is the way to do this, and that is by several brethren
joining to endow one of the chairs, and most of our chairs
have been so endowed.  But I would have every chair en-
dowed, and, further, I would increase that of those that
are already endowed, because in that way you increase your
voting powers. Our W.M. (Bro. Hanson Farrar), has nobly
contributed to these charities, and let each of us
strive to do his best. 1 may mention to you that the con- »
tributions to our charities in the year 1875, amountto the
sum of £26,604, of which sum our Province of West York-
shire, contributed £1845. On a similar occasion to this
last year there was contributed in this room the sum of
£100, and 1 hope that will be increased this year.
Brethren, it would ill become me were 1 to close these
remarks without reference to the servicesiof Bro, T. Hill,
P.M., Prov. G.S.W., our Charity Steward. He is also
Chairman of the Charity Committee, and it is a great
honour to this lodge. We all heard what fell from him in
lodge, that he felt that he ought to give way to some
other brother, after filling the position for so many years,
but we all hope he will not think of that, we all know
how he bas worked for the good of the charitics, and that
weowe him a debt of gratitude we can never repay. In
conclusion, I have faith that the brethren of this lodge
will assist the charities as they have hitherto done, and I
hope that I am not mistaken in my faith. Bro. Thomas
Hill, P.M., P.P.G.S.W,, Chairman of the Charity Com-
mittee, in responding to the toast, said that the first thing
that was brought under the notice of every brother on his
initiation was, that we, as an Order, have poor and dis-
tressed brethren amongst us; and whilst we hope that we
oursclves may ;never be brought low, yet we bave scen in
our lodge, as in others, that some of our dear brethren
who have moved in good society, have had to succumb to
misfortune and death, and in some of these cases their
children have been liberally educated, clothed, and main.
tained, until they attained the age of 16 years, in our
Royal Masonic Schools, The knowledge of this ought to
incite usto do all we can in support of our charities, and 1
hope the appeal, so ably made by Bro. Andrews, will be

as liberally responded to as it was last year,
when  L100  was  subscribed round this  table;
and 1 ‘belicve our respected Prov. G. Secretary, Bro.

Henry Smith then bad o few slips printed with our
subscriptions inserted, and this proved the starting point
to L2000 being raised in the province. I hope the brethren
present will respond as they fcel able; already 1
have received a few names. We profess to be charitable,
and it is but right that our professions should be brought
into practice.  Bro. Andrews made reference to my office
as Chairman of the Charity Committee, and I must say
that, although 1 have held high office in the Craft, there
is none 1 so highly csteem, and I think it is a position
that any brother may feel proud to hold, yet I think it
should not always be in thc same hands. Brethren, 1
again thank you most heartily for the honour you have
done me in coupling my name with the toast. Bro. Hill
afterwards announced that he had that evening received
seventy guincas for the Charitics, The W.M. then said
that whilst we thought of our Masonic charities, towards
which be had felt it his duty to subscribe ever since he was
a Mason, we must not overlook our local Charities, and
he understood that the Masonic Ward in the Bradford In-
firmary, some years ago furnished by us, was in need of
more blankets, and he hoped the brethren would give
some small donations for that. The result of this an-
nouncement was that the sum of L9 2s, 6d. was collected.
Bro. B. Broughton, P.M., in proposing ¢ The Retiring
Master,” said,—And a very retiring Master he is, brethren.
I remember, at the commencement of the year qf his
office, hie expressed his diffidence in taking the chair, but

he accepted it at your hands. 1Ialso remember how, as
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his LP.M,, I promised him all the a.§sistancc the P.MJs
could give him, and now he retires I think he will feel that
they have redeemed their pledges. If he were not present
1 could say more in his favour than I now can. Brethren,
[ leave it to you to say whether he has not been success-
ful in his endeavours. I believe he has, and in that belief
I have much pleasure in proposing his health, as time will
not permit me to relate all his deserts. In conclusion, in
my opinion he resigns to his successor the collar and jewel
of his office untarnished. The retiring Master, in offering
his sincere thanks for the toast, said,—The bgst wmeans Lhave
of judging whether I have given satisfaction is the way
in which I bhave been received by the P.M.'s, and
brethren of the lodge. The remembrance of this day will
never be erased from my memory. Before Isit down
allow me to propose “The Health of the Worshipful
Master.” It is indeed a great honour to one so young in
years to preside over such a lodge as this, and from the
unanimous vote of the brethren on his election there is
every prospect of his having a successful year.
Bro. Hanson Farrar, W.M,, on rising to respond,
was received with acclamation, and on the repeated
rounds of cheers of the brethren subsiding he said :—
Worthy P.M.’s, officers, and brethren, my feelings
overcome me; you have given me such a hearty
welcome. I thank you for the proud position in which you
have placed me—I can only say it will be my earnest
endeavour to work for the advantage of the Lodge of
Hope, and Freemasonry ; and I assure you that as in the
past so I will do in the future. Brethren, you may rely
upon it I shall endeavour to add to the lustre of the Ladge of
Hope. Again, heartily thanking you for the great honour
done me, I beg to propose for your acceptance the toast
of “ The Visiting Brethren,” whom we are always glad to
see amongst us; coupling therewith the names of Bro.
Thomas  Senior, W.M. Pentalpha; W. Morgan,
W.M. Shakespeare, and F. C. Unna, P.M. Har-
mony; each of whom gave able, pertinent,
and hearty responses. Bro. W. T. McGowin (Town
Clerk), addressing the W.M., officers, and brethren,
said—The duty which hasbeenlentrusted to me almost over-
whelms me. I see by the time of the clock that' my remarks
must be brief. Since I came into this room [ have had
the pleasure of hearing two of our clerical brethren, and 1
particularly noticed the remark which fell from Bro. the
Rev. H. Lambert, who stated he comes frum a country
district where he could not freely mix with Freemasons.
The remark he made was that, “as far as
Freemasonry goes, it is thoroughly consistent with
the principles of religion” That was what he felt,
as far as you go, and so soon as you touch
upon religion you stop. That is so, and it is what
ought to be. In this noble Craft I find what is
not to be met with in any other body, namely, that all
classes of men—all humanity-—can freely join and frater-
nize. Now I say, if I can show you (as you know to be
the case) that ;there is some common ground—some grand
green spot—swhere all men can meet, shake hands, and
band themselves together for the common good of their
fellow man, that is a grandthing for society, and that we
all know is the case in connection with our Grand Order,
See what is taking place in India, where the most distin-
guished and thorough Englishman, a man of the world, a
finished, polished gentleman, with ability, whose near re-
lations have been in times agone illustrious members
of our Order—whatdoes hesay ? Why, that he considers us
a worthy class, and that he will join us, upon which fol-
lows one of the grandest things of modern times, He
Jeaves thisland and mixes with those who would not mix
with us, who would, if they had the power, overthrow
our rule.  They mect with him on the common ground
of Frcemasonry, where caste, religious and political differ-
ences, and worldly distinctions are unknown ; and as long
as they live they will nurture a friendly feeling
towards  him. Then i this Craft has in
it that which scatters to the winds all such grounds of
contention, and is so well calculated to improve the hearts
and the minds of men, what good must there not be in
the P.M’s.?  Men cannot always rule, but they have been
W.M’s. in their time; they have done their part, and I call
upon you to join with me in drinking to “The Health of
the P.M's."  The Senior and Junior P.M's were called
upon to respond, which they did in fitting terms. ¢ 'The
Retiring Officers” was then given, and responded to by
Bros, Alfred Robertshaw and Sharp, the retiring Wardens.
**The Officers " was likewise proposed, and shortly respon-
ded to in unassuming terms by Bros. C. Gott, S.W., and
M. 8. Rhodes, Treasurer, who, in thanking the brethren for
the compliment, congratulated the W.M. on the high po-
sition he had attained. e thought the allusion which he
heard Bro. W, W, Barlow, P.M., make the other evening
very appropriate when he referred to his having during his
year chosen for officers some brethren who had been al-
lowed to remain out of office, instancing the present W.M.,
Bros. C, Gott, S.W.; M. S, Rhodes, A. Robertshaw, [.
Ambler, and others. You, W.M., have also elected officers
who have been old Masons, and I know that they will do
their duty to the utmost, and in due time endeavour to
occupy the position you now hold. I can only say for my-
self that, occuping an important position, I shall do 2ll 1
possibly can to discharge the duties efficiently, The W.M,
then gave the “Tyler’s " toast, which brought to a close a
most agreeable evening.  We must not omit to mention
the services of the brethren who added so much to the gra-
tification of all by their musical performances.
STOKESLEY.—Cleveland Lodge (No. 543).
—~The monthly mecting of this lodge was held on Monday
evening last, in the Jodge-room at the Golden Lion Hotel,
the principal business being to elect a W.M.,, and to raise
a brother to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. The
officers were all present in their proper places, viz. :—Bros.
Benjamin Richardson, W.M.; Anthony Johnson, S.W.;
James Coulson, J.W,; Richard Watson, P.M., Treas.;
J. H. Handyside, P,M., Sec.; William Scarth Dixon,

S.D.; David Dixon, [.D.; William R. Sharp, I.G.3 and
William Harrison, Tyler. The lodge beinyg duly opened,
and the minutes of the previous meeting being reiwd and
confirmed, Bro. W. M. Forbes, ALB., lare S.W., was uv-
animously eclected to the chair of K.S, for the ensu'ng
twelve months, and the Monday nearest the full moon in
January, being the ordinary lodge night, was fixed upon
for the installation and anniversary festival, Bro. Ortin
was afterwards raised to the Sublime Dagrec of Master
Mason. After the lodge had been closed, and the brethren
(of which there was a good attendance) had retived into the
ante-room, Bro. George Markham Tweddell said that as
he expected it would be the last time they would sit there
to spend a social hour after lodge business with their pre-
sent W.M. in the chair, though he would adviseall speech-
making to be deferred until their banquet, yet he thought
they could not do less than drink the health of Bro.
Richardson, with thanks for the very able mauner in which
he had presided over them, and the excellent example he
had set in attending their meetings during his year of
office. Bro. Handyside, P.M., the father of the lodge, said
they would adopt Bro. Tweddell’s recommendation in not
having any formal speech-making that evening, and there-
fore he would not rise in addressing to them the few words
he had to say, but he must bear his testimony to the very
able manner in which Bro. Richardson had always gone
through all the ceremonies of the lodge, to his punctual
attendance there every lodge night, though living at a
good distance from them, and to the excellent example
which he had set for all his successors to follow. The
W.M., who was visibly affected by the way in whick the
health was received, thanked the brethren, and proposed
“The Health of the W.A, elect, Bro. Forbes,” which was
duly drank, and briefly acknowledged by that brother.
During the social hour spent together after the labours of
the evening were over, many of the brethren expressed an
opinion that the time had arrived when they ought to have
a Masonic hall to meet in, Masonic halls have a'ready
been built by many of the ncighbouring lodges, whilst the
mother lodge in Cleveland still continues to meet at a
tavern, We hope the day is not far distant when every
lodge in England will have a good Masonic hall to meet
in, and that the brethren will assemble there frequently to
study the liberal arts and sciences.

RUNCORN.—Elesmere Lodge (No. 758) —
The regular monthly meeting of this prosperous lodge was
held in the Freemasons’ Hall, on Wednesday, December
8th, 1875. The following is a list of the brethren pre-
sent :—Bros. R. Rigby, W.M.; E. Aston, S.W.; W,
Garnett, J.W., pro tem; Charles Gerrard, J.D.; J.
Fothergill, P.M.; Captain, P.M.; A, Buck, P.AL
C. C. ferrison. P.M.; T, Horsfall, Sec.; J. W. Light-
burn, Org.; W. Wass, I.G.; G, Purver, Tyler; W
Mellor, T. Gregson, G. Maoss, J. Couth, J. [.. Jones, J
Coxshill.  Visitor: J. K. Diggs, W.\. of St. John's,.
No. 673. The lodge was openced in du: form with so-
leran prayer, at 6.30. ‘The minutes of the previous lodge
were rcad and confirmed.  ‘fhe first business arising from
the notice convening the mecting was the election ¢t W.M.
for the ensuing year.  Bro. Edward Aston was proposed,
scconded, and unanimously carried as W.M.  Bro. Wil-
liam Lyon was also unanimously elected Treasurer for the
coming year. A vote of thanks and also a small dona-
tion was voted by the lodge to Bro. George Purver for
having fulfilled the duties of Tyler to the highest satisfac-
tion of its members, to which Bro. Purver responded in
suitable terms.  Bro. G. Moss and I, Gregson were
appointed to audit the accounts for the past year. A com-
mittee was appointed, consisting of Bros. R. Rigby,
W.M.; C. .C. Jerrison, P.M.; J. Fothergill, P.M.;
Captain Clarke, P.M. ; and W. Miller, to make the neces-
sary arrangements for the annual installation of W.).
and banquet, which is to take place early in January.
Other important business being done, the lodge closed in
harmony at 8.13.

ECCLES.— Victoria XLodge (No. 1345).—
The last regular mecting of this young and well-worked
lodge was held at the Cross Keys Hotel on Wedresday,
15th inst.  The members present were Bros. Wright,

WAL; Rudman, S.W.; Ballard, [.W.; Shaw,
S$.D.; Holt, §.D.; DPearson, 1.G.; Brooks, P.M.:
Buxton, P.M.; Gillman, P.AL; Barker, P.M.; and

others. The lodge having been duly opened and the
minutes read and confirmed, Bro. Wilson was passed to
the Second Degree by Bro. Brooks, P.M,  Bros. Rev. J.
Harper, J. C. Mather, and W. Pendlcbury were raised to
the Sublime Degree by Bros. Wright, WAL ; Gillman,P.M.;
and Buxton, P.AM., in a most solemn and impressive mwan-
ner.  Bro. Buxton, P.M., ‘I'reasurer, having announced his
intention to attend as Steward at the next festival of the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for Aged Freema-
sons, the sum of £20 was unanimously voted tobe placed
on his Jist. Bro. Mountain proposed a brother as a join-
ing member.  Hearty good wishes were expressed from
several visiting brethren. Al business being ended, the
fodge was closed in ancient form.  The brethren after-
wards partook of refreshment, the W.M. receiving the con-
gratulations of those present on the prosperous state of the
lodge, having during his year of office been enabled to
pay off all outstanding debts, and given several donations
to various charities, including one of 30 guineas to the
Boys' School, in addition to the amount voted this cve-
ning.

MANCHESTER.—Lodge of Truth (No.
1458).—The installation meceting of this lodge was held
on Saturday, the 4th inst, at the Royal Archer Hotel,
Manchester,  The lodge was duly opened by Bro. Smith,
W.M. The first business on the summons was the con-
firmation of minutes of last regular meeting, which were
confirmed unanimously. The ballot was then taken for
Mr. Wm. Richardson, which being declared favourable, he
was initiated into the mysteries and privileges of Freema-
sonry, The ceremony of installing Bro, Charles Joel
Kent, W.M,, elect,, indo the chair of K.S., was performed

by Bro. Caldwell, P.M., and D.of C.  After the admis-
sion of the brethren and the customa'y salutes, the Wor-
shipful Master appuointed his oflicers as follows :—Bros. [J.
Batchelder, S.W.; J. Branton, [.W.; T. Tyers, P.M,
Treas.; W. [, Kinder, Sec.; R. Fallows, 8.D.; Wm. Cox,
LD 1. Taylor, LG. 5 R. Caldwell, P.M, D.of C.; E, Wal-
ton and R. Wheeldon, Stewards ; T. Davis, Org. ; C. Bes-
wick, Tyler. The following lodges were represented :—
Provincial Grand Lodge of Kast Lancashire, and Nos. 581,
879, 999, 1011, 1077, 1083, 1161, 1219, 1359. Bro. Potts
served up the banquet in excellent style, and perfect unani-
mity prevailed amongst the brethren. A gratifying feature
was the attendance of the W,M.’s father, Bro. Kent, P.M.
of a Metropolitan Lodge.

LEICESTER. — Albert Edward Lodge
(No. 1560).—The first regular meeting of this new lodge
was held at Freemasons’ Hall, Lejcester, on Tuesday, the
14th inst. Owing to the unavoidable absence of the W.M.,
the Earl Ferrers, P.G.M., the chair was taken by Bro. G.
‘Toller, jun., LP.M.  ‘There were also present R.W., Bro.
W. Kelly, P.#.G.M.; Bros. Rev. Canon Burficld, P.M.,
S.W.; Dr. Hunt, J.W.; C. Stretton, P.M,,: Treas.;
Rev. W. Langley, P.M., Sec.; J. G. F. Richardson,
Assict, -Sec.; Rev. I H. Richardson, S.D.; J. F. L.
Rolleston, J.D.; S. S. Partridge, P.M., D. of Cer.; Dr.
Buck, I.G. Visitors: Bros. T. Warthington, W.M. 503
J. T. Thorp, W.M. 523; H. Deane, P.M. 1007; Dr.
Clifton, LP.M.1391; and others. The principal business
was the initiation of Mr. A. H. Burgess, solicitor, clerk
to the School Board, and Mr. R. S. ‘Toller, solicitor to the
Corporation of the Borough, who had been already ap-
proved on the ballot. The ceremony was performed by
the acting W.M., assisted at various portions of the cere-
moay by Bros. Kelly, Deane, and Thorpe.  The lecture
on the Tracing Board was ably given by Bro. S. S. Par-
tridge. Bro. I. A. Wykes, J.W. 323, very efliciently
presided at the organ, for which he received the special
thanks of the lodge.  Several joining members having
been proposed, and also a candidate for initiation, the lodge
was closed in due form. Thercappears to be good reason
to hope that this, the fourth lodge now working in
the town, will be perfectly successful,

Hopal vgr‘cu.

CHAPTER OF PRUDENT BRETHREN
(No. 145).—The regular convocation of the Chapter of
Prudent Brethren was held at Freemasons' Hall, on
Tuesday, 14th inst. The chapter was opened by Comps.
N. Walford, C. A. Long, and T. Bull, the three Prin-
cipals, with the assistance of Comps. States and Pratt.
Alter the opening of the chapter, and the admission of the
companions below the chair, the ballots were taken for
Bros. N. B. IHeadon, W. Miller, W. Braine, F., R. Williams,
and Masters, which having proved unanimous, ballots were
taken for the Principals, and Comps. Long, Bull, and E.
Moody were duly elected. ‘These companions were after-
wards installed by Comp. Boyd in the Z., H., and J. chairs
respectively, and the following officers were invested :—
Comp. States, P.Z.,, Scribe, E.; Comp. Joseph Last,
Treas.; Comp. Parkins, S.N.; Comp. Thicllay, P.S.;
Comp. Cox, 1st A.8.; Comp. Venn, 2nd A.S. ; and Comp.
Grant, Janitor; Bros. Ieadon, Williams, Braine, Masters,
and Miller were then introduced, and exalted as R.A.M.
Letters of resignation were read by Comp. States from
Comps. Horwood and Avrillon, and the resignations were
accepted with regret,  On the motion of Comp. War-
rington, seconded by Comp. Walford, a list of members
of the chapter was ordered to be printzd and circulated.
The companions then closed the chapter, and adjourned
to banquet. ‘The following companions were present
during the evening :—J. E, Walford, C. A. Long, Thos,
Bull, Edwd. Moody, [. Parkins, E. H, Thiellay, fohn
Cox, J. Last, John Boyd, Herbert Dicketts, Wm. Platt,
B. Storrington, J. G. Manby, R. Douglas, D. M. Belfrage,
J. H. Leggate, John Chinnery, Geo. Biggs, James Ranoe,
D. Haslett, Fred. Godirey, Geo. Purkess, E. W, Braine,
W. P. Masters, M. B. Williams, W, H. Miller, Visitors :—
J. Barnes Amor, ¢91; Edwd. White, 1305; C. A.
Cottebrune, P.Z. 1773 John Read, PZ. 720, S.E.
1319; J. Bond, P.Z. 657; H. Massey, (* Freemason, ')
P.Z. 6193 H. M. Levy, P.Z. 188; John Seex, J. 186.5
When the toasts were proposed the M.E.Z.'s speeches were
very interesting, and had in them a freshness of ex-
pression which rendered them highly agreeable. In giving
“ The Queen and R.A. Masonry,” he said, * When a man
lives in a country that is wéll governed, that is, at peace
with the whole world ; when he forms part of a community
where liberty is respected, and where his property is not
touched by other hands; when be is in a society where
the arts and sciences are cultivated in quiet, and to some
great extent, he is apt to forget the means by which this
sccurity has been attained 5 and I do not think as English-
men, although we are excessively loyal—and as Masons
we are extra, loyal—we fully appreciate the steps that have
been taken to produce this security. We must be fully
aware that among the principal reasons why we are in
this sccure and comfortable stzte is that we have been
blessed for a great many years with Sovercigns who have
reigned over us—with an iron hand, possibly—but that
iron hand has been covered with velvet, In the present
era we have no reason to think differently, Our present
Queen, [ler Most Gracious Majesty, has ruled over usin a
manner so highly creditable to the line from which she has
descended, and she has also made matters so very comfort-
able to Englishmen in all parts of the globe, that 1 am
sure you can have no hesitation in feeling gratified that
she is ous Sovereign. Therefore, [ would ask you to look
upon her as our patroness, as she has given several pledges
that she means well towards us. We have our full liberty of
meeting, and our full liberty of discussion, which is a great
thing. The next toast was * H.R.H. the Prince of Wales,
M.E.GZ." 1 dare say, said the M.E.Z,, in giving it, the
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thought has occurred to a great many of us, and not in-
frequently, what a jolly tling it must be to be born a
prince. You have, under these citcumstances, everything
that you can wish for in this world—possibly health—but
certainly riches, and the gocdwill and good fecling of all
your fellow creatures, But there is a reverse to the medal
and a prince in this country and in this century has no
casy time of it. Where we look upen it as civilians as
a great pleasure, he must look upon it as a great bore in
many instances; and at the present time our M.E.G.Z.
is doing very heavy duly indecd in a hot clime. Any one
wha follows his progress must be fullv aware that no
Indian servant, no member of the Army, or of the Civil
Service ever has or would be liable to work so hard as our
Prince and G.Z. is working at the present moment, We
all of us feel when he is engaged in anything that the
matter is sure to come right ; we feel that heis a capable
man in every way, and that is why, as Masons, we feel
so comfortable to have him at the head of our Order. We
feel that whatever he is called upon to do he will do at a
proper time, in a proper manner, and in princely style.
This toast having been duly honoured, the M.E.Z, said,
There are three companions who sometimes one hears
coupled in chapters with the former toast ; but I think that
considering the work that they have to do, they are de-
serving, as far as they can be, of 2 separate recognition,
that is the Pro Grand Z., the Grand H., and the Grand
J. They are hard-working Masons in every sensc of the
word, and it strikes me that during the time our M.E.G.Z.
is in the chair they will have a tolerably hard time to
keep pace with the Grand Z. We must always re-
member that asthey together form the Grand Arch ;
the bigger the Keystone the more pressure he puts on the
neighbouring stones; so that as we have a very big Key-
stone in the Prince of Wales, it will require the others to
. be strong in proportion to support him. (Hear.) Comp.
J. E. Walford, IL.DP.Z., proposed *The Health of the
M.E.Z."  He felt himsclf, he said, quite uncqual to the
task of doing this properly ; but as the duty fell to him as
the P.Z.he did it with great pleasure.  ‘The companions
who had been in chapter were winesses of the perfect way
in which he could perform his work, and it must have af-
forded them all the greatest satisfaction; but especially
was it gratifying to the P.Z.s to ste that their successors
were treading in their footsteps, and that they were quite
equal to their task whenever it was imposed upon them,
He was sure that the M.E.Z. and his immediate supporters
would do honour to this famous chapter, and worthily
tread in the steps of their predecessors. "They were de-
serving of all the praise that could be given thom, andit
was a pleasure to sce officers coming up so well in rotation
for the chair, (Cheers.) The toast was most heartily re-
ceived,"and the M.E.Z. said, in acknowledging it, Com-
panions, 1 hardly know what to say in returning you my
thanks for the very gratifying way in which you have re.
ceived any little thing I have Deen able to do for the
chapter. I feel quite new in my present position, and 1
do not like to say too much of what I can d> or what |
will do,  But this much I will say, that I will endeavour
to do the best 1 can for the interests of the chapter, and in
any way in which I can serve it by the work that I can do
in the chair, or in any other way in or out of the chair, 1
shall be only to happy to serve it. At present it scems
too carly a time to speak about it 5 but at the future time,
perhaps this time next year, I may be able to say some-
thing of what I have done. Now, it is a carte blanche in
front of me, and I really hardly know how to fill it up.
But 1 suppose circumstances will arise during my year of
office that will enable me to distinguish myself in some
way before the chapter, and I trust I shall benefit the
chapter and the companions in doing so. 1am not, as 1
sometimes say, an cloquent man; but if I had all the
eloquence of Cicero, or the rhetoric of Demosthenes, or any
of those great mien of history, I could not say more
than that I thank you from the bottom of my heart for
the way in which you receive me and treat me. In pro-
posing “The Newly-exalted Companions,” the M.E.Z. said
that it was well known that in every structure it was
necessary to have some good materials; it was the very
first thing that a builder looked to in raising a structure.
‘That evening they had had some distinguished brethren,
whom they had raised from the Cralt to their Sublime De-
gree. He felt certain from the way in which they had re-
ceived the small amount of tuition which they could have
that evening, that they bade fair to be very honourable
members of Royal Arch Masonry ; that they would con-
tinue to progress in that branch of Masonry the same as
they had in the Craft ; and that some day the corapanions
would see them passing through that chair, very much to
their own credit, and certainly to the benefit of the chapter.
# The Visitors ” was the next toast, and the M.E.Z. ob-
served that when King Solomon completed his temple at
Jerusalem he asked the princes of his own country and
the princes of neighbouring states to come and view it
The Chapter of Prudent Brethren had that evening com-
pleted their new building, and they had asked the princes
and rulers in the Order to come and seec what they had
done. He trusted that their verdict would be equally
favourable with that of the princes of Solomon's time, to
the builders of their modern temple, His only regret was
that there was no Queen of Sheba present. On behalf of
the chapter he might say he was much pleased at the
distinguished array of visitors, who, he trusted, would
find themselves so comfortable, that whenever they had
an opportuity they would come again, (Hear, hear.)
Comps. Cottebrunne, Barnes Amor, and John Read re-
.sponded. The M.E.Z. next gave “The Past Principals.”
We always value, said he, the opinion of any one who has
really earned his knowledge by experience, and thercfore it
is that, as Principal of this chapter, 1 very highly value
the opinion and advice thatI receive from my Past Prin-
cipals ; they have gone through all the work, all the hard
work, for some years, and thercfore their advice and their

opinion on any subject on which I consult them is to be
esteerned most highly, 1 have found very great service
from consulting the Past Principals of this chapter, because
it is no easy maltter, as many cormpanions will know who
pass through the cbair of their lodges, to take the com-
mand of any institation, and any body of men. There
are certain things which it is neccssary for a Prin-
cipal to consult his predecessors upon, and to draw upon
their experierce to a certain cextent. A man would
make a very bad hit if he did not look for
information to the experience of others. I have
found the greatest benefit from consulting my Past
Principals, and 1 have no doubt that during my
year of office they will give me the same good advice and
kind consideration as they have given meup ro the present
time. (Applause.) Comp. Walford, in the course of a
brief reply, said the Past Principals were always ready and
anxious to render what service they could to the Princi-
pals of the chapter; and it mattered not what office
might be vacant they were always prepared to fill it.
(Hear, hear))  Referring to the old adage that “two
were company, but three were none,” the truth of which
he could not see, the M.E.Z. proposed *‘ 'The Health of the
H.and J.” He reminded the companions of what they
had heard in chapter, and of the unhesitating and smooth
way in which his two subordinate Principals delivered their
portion of the ritual. Trusting to see them in due course
in his own exalted position, he called on the companions
to honour the toast. This having been done, Comps. Bull
and Moody replied. ¢ The rest of the Officers” was the
succeeding  toast. The M.E.Z.said—Thearchitect may
strike his arch, and the mason may put most accurately
the stone in answer to the drawings supplied him by the
architect ; and the arch may be thorougbly well formed ;
but it would cut but a very poor figure indeed in architec-
ture if it had not exactness and solidity in the foundation
on which it was set.  We have crected an arch this eve-
ning, and, as 1 said before, we trust to complete it. I
look forward to the support of my officers as a sure sub-
stratum for building upon, and for making our under-
taking a great success. 1 am sure that the companions
who form the other parts of the structure are fully equal
to the office they have undertaken, Comp. E. IH. Thicllay,
P.S., replied, promising a faithful performance of his duties,
and feeling confident that his Assistants would dothesame,

The Janitor’s toast was then given, and the compan-

ions separated, after having spent an instructive and de-
lightful evening.

Griginal @orrespondense.

[\We do net hold ourselves responsible for, or even as approving
of the opinions expressed by our correspondents, but we wish, in
a spirit of fajir play to all, to permit—within certain necessary
timits—free discussion,—~Ep,]

ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS.
To the Editor of the Frcemason,

Dear Sir and Brother,—

The letters by * 14406 " and “ Ad Rem ” deserve
the particular attention of all interestcd in the real and per-
manent prosperity of the Grand Lodge of England. “ The
number of publicans who belong to our Order,” mentioned
by * Bro. 1446," is certainly very great, and leads many
not members to consider Freemasonry to be aneating and
drinking institution. The pernicious system of the **feed-
ing " lodges, receiving never mare than 24¢, annually in
subscriptions from their members, and yet, at every monthly
meeting, having “a glass of grog,” &c., and also the an-
nual banquet, defrayed out of the fundsof the lodge, can-
not be too severely condemined. Indeed, there is actual
need of Grand Lodge legislation on the subject, the extent
to which some lodges spend their funds being lamentably
un-Masonic, and a disgrace to their profession. It is
much to be desired that the Grand Lodge authorities were
as explicit and as avthoritative as to keeping the moncys
for subscriptions and banquets distinct from those paid into
the lodge for the General Fand and {or the Grand Lodge.
We have proved to members “ over and over again ” that
by attending the lodge regularly, and “ sitting down after-
wards,” also by being present at the quarterly suppers and
annual banquets, they receive in “feeds” more than their
stipulated subscriptions, and hence the lodge has to pay
out of the funds every year their annual fees to the Pro-
vincial and Grand Lodges, and their fair quota of the or-
dinary expenses, We do not, of course, allude now to those
lIodges who have inclusive and exclusive terms of sub-
scription to the funds and banquets, neither do we speak
of those who charge sufficient to defray the ordinary and
banqueting expenses combined, but simply of thoselodges,
as before stated, who permit their members to feed monthly
at the expense of the funds, to the detriment of the Order,
and to the injury of themselves, the subscriptions not being
sufficient to defray the bills for the “ suppers and banquets.”
Hence, such lodges are either deeply in debt or by seccring
initiation fees use that money to meet the gormandizing
propensities of its members. Lodges being held in hetels
doubtless induce increased expenditure in this direction,
but the chief evil lies in the system of allowing such whole-
sale waste and extravagance, and in not being sufficiently
careful in the choice of members.

With respeet to Bro, “ Ad Remv's " remarks—excepting
those as to the *low level” of Scottish Freemasonry,
wholly out of place—I quite concur with him in regretting
the present facilities for men blackballed in one town being
accepted and installed in another, to the great injury of our
society. Worthless fellows, quite the scum in a neighbour-
hood, have thus been received into our ranks, by being pro-
posed and accepted by lodges held in towrs in which they
are strangers, excepting probably to the proposer, and thus
this system’of initiation out of towns in which the candi-
dates reside is fraught with danger, and requires imme

diate legislation by individual, Provincial Grand, and Grang
Lodges. :

This evil has been provided for by the Grand Lodge of
Trcland, the extract from its constitutions being inserted be-
low, and in this country the Provincial Grand Lodges are
gradually doing what ought to be done by. the Grang
Lodge.  In the Provinces of West Yorkshire, East Lanca.
shire, Cornwall, Leicestershire,’and Rutland, and probab}
others, the following law is in operation, with slight vari.
ations, and we can speak from actual observation that the
regulation works exceedingly well, excepting that while it
answers thoroughly for the provinces in question, candi-
dates blackballed under their jurisdiction can be again
proposed in neighbouring-provinces, and initiated. [Some-
times good men have been blackballed, and in such cases
the necessary enquiry would simply reveal them to be of
good report, but generally the seeking of membership away
from on€’s own town or province is a suspicious occurrence,
and should be distrusted.

I hope that other provinces will take the matter up,
and, when ripe, that the Grand Lodge will deal with the
subject, as it has done in so many other instances for the
welfare of the Craft.

Believe me, yours fraternally,

Wiriian James, Hegnax,

Truro, 11th December, 1873.

Constitutions, Grand Lodge of Ireland, 1875, p. 38 :—
“ A lodge shall not ballot for, or initiate into Freemasonry,
any person who is not a resident in the town, village, or
neighbourhood in which the lodge into which he seeks to
be admitted holds its meetings, until due enquiry shall have
been made of such lodge or lodges as may exist in the
neighbourhood of his residence respecting the character of
the applicant for admission, and a satisfactory reply shall
have been received and read in open lodge, under a penalty
of having its warrant suspended or cancelled, or of pay-
ment of a fine not exceeding five pounds, as the Grand |
Lodge may determine.” .

Bye-laws Provincial Grand Lodge of East Lancashire,
1872, pp. 25-6:—*In case any person resident in a town
or place where a lodge is established shall become a can-
didate for admission into any lodge established elsewhere
within this province, it shall be incumbent on the Master
of the lodge wherein he so secks admission, to make en-
quiry in writing of the Master of some lodge established in
the town or place wherein the candidate resides, touching
the character and moral fitness of such candidate. And it
shall be incumbent on the brother from whom such enquiry
shall be made, if within this province, to make prompt reply
thereto in writing, and to set forth any ground of objection
within his knowledge to the admission of such candidate
into Masonry, but if not within this province, then the
Master of such lodge shall be respectfully requested to
furnish the foregoing particulars as far as his knowledge or |
information may extend, and the purport of the reply shall -
be made known to the brethren of the lodge into which the
candidate seeks admission, before the ballot for such can-
didate takes place, A copy of this bye-law shall accom-
pany the enquiry.”

MASONIC FORBEARANCE,
To the Editor of the Freemason.

Dear Sir and Brother,—

Ycur article on ¢ Masonic Forbearance” last
week can only command approbation from cvery brother
who has readit. I was, however, pained to find a flagrant
cexception, to what we plume ourselves upon possessing, -
very shortly after reading the article I mention,

Last Saturday wcek, returning from our lodge at Wood
Green, Lewis, No. 1183, five of the brethren got into a com-
partment by themselves.  We all had left the train ex-
cept one brother, who, just before arriving at Aldersgate-
street, saw a small parcel on the seat, and having no
doubt it belonged to one of our lodge, opened it, and
found it to be a Masonic apron, belonging, however, to a
member of another lodge.  As you, Sir, and, no doubt,
any Mason, would have done, he tcok the apron home,
wrote to the Sccretary of the lodge, saying what he had
found, and i€ the brother to whom it belonged would call
at his business address, in Cheapside, he should be pleased
to hand it to him,

The brother called for his apron in due course, and, in-
stead of thanking the finder, actually bullicd him for not
leaving the parcel where he saw it, saying that he had had
the trouble of going to the lost property office about it.
I say bullied, and with reason, for when he bad gone
some friends who were standing by, and had heard his
gross incivility, said to our brother, *lIs that [ellow a
brother "

Our brother was also called upon by an authority at
King's Cross to give an explanation of his conduct in taking
a parcel away out of their carriage.

I know, Sir, your principles are thoroughly antago-
nistic to such conduct, especially in one who has been
raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason,

Yours faithfully and fraternally,
Dec. 16, “Younc Lewss.”

.
—-

Health, comfort, and economy promoted. Gas
supetseded in day time, and daylight reflected in dark
rooms by adopting Chappuis’ Patent Daylight Reflectors.
Manufactory, 69, Flect-street, London,

-

Hovrroway's Pines—EnreesLep Exisrence.  This medicine em-
braces every attribute required in a general and domestic remedy 3
it overturns the foundations of disease laid by defective food and
impure air, In obstructious or congestions of the liver, lungs,
howels, or any other organs, these Pills are especially serviceable
and eminently successful, Thc%' should be kept in readiness in
every fnmil{, being a medicine of incomparable utility for young
persons and those of feeble constitutions, They never canse pain
or irritate the most sensitive nerves or most tender bowels, ol-
loway’s Pills arc the best known purifiers of the blood, the most
active promoters of absorption and secretion, whereby all poisonous

and ohnoxious particles are removed from both solids and fluids.~=

bADVT



Dec. 25, 1875,

The Freemason.

587

THE CHRISTMAS TREE.
Merry boys and laughing fairies
Throng around yon Christmas tree ;
All our Ldiths, Ethels, Maries,
Toms and Bobbies now we see;
Sophy, Maud, and Jane, and Milly,
Dick, and Kit, and George are there,
Laughing Amy, pleasant Polly,
Gentle faces bright and fair.
Hear the shouts of cheery voices
Echoing from the “ sacred room,”
How the heart of youth rejoices,
Banished every care and gloom :
Carols sweet the children singing,
Remind us of a roundelay
Rais'd by voices dear and ringing,
In the mists of ¢ far away.”
Once again the room is thronging
With sweet faces known so well,
Many an old and lov'd belonging
Seems that busy crowd to swell;
We listen to their airy patter,
We sce their forms all full of grace;
Mid the werry cries and clatter,
‘We watch again each cherished face.

Little children, laughing lasses,
And the front of boisterous youth ;
All are there—how fast time passes,
Vanish'd all of grace and truth!
Kindly shadows still abiding,
Seem to flock around yon tree :
All so gentle and cenfiding,
Full of love and chivalry ! -

" Yain delusion ! Iam dreaming :
Tis but fancy's fond mirage;
Alis! Alas! tis only seeming
All that gathering gay and large.
Other voices shout in gladness,
Other pleasant {orms are here;
And amidst the heart’s deep saduess
Those dear phantoms disappear,
M :rry maidens come begailing,
Asking, with resistless mien,
“ Why are you not gay aud smiling ?
Paying homage to our Queen ?”’
“ Fair girls, this poor ofd hearthas travell'd
To other gatherings, other days,
And the twisted skeins unravell’d
Of life’s dark and weary maze.”

Still may all of joy attend you
Joyous maidens in your games,
Still may all of good beftiend you
Lasses with your classic names!
Still, fond youth, may you remen b:e,
As the whispered tale you tell,
January has its December,
All too soon for loving well !

May this Christmas gather glad'y,
Cheery boys and maidens glee,
As the [un arises madly
Round that fairy Christmas trce.
May lithesome forms and glowing tresses,
Of flashing eyes the gladsome gleams,
Lighten with some sott caresses
All your pleasant Christmas dreams!
: CusLess,

Hedictvs,

‘corrisi Proverss. A New Edition, by
James Donald.—Teegg, and Co., London, 1873.
This little work is a reprint; by James

onald, of Andrew Henderson's collection

¢ proverbs. It is a very interesting little
ork, and we especially call the attention
© our readers to it. Proverbs have been
¢ staple vernacular literature of all nations

v to say, and yet nothing is so difficalt as,

‘ter all, to define a proverb,  Some have called
em the “ oracular wisdo of centuries.” Good
d Johnson defined a proverb to be “a short
ntence frequently repeated by the people,” and
+is, as he usually is, we venture Lo think, very
aar the mark.  Some have said that his defini.
on does not cover all proverbs, but as a general
le it does, as after all there is no true proverb
hich is not popular in its use and tradition.
{otherwell in his preface, in 1832, to that edition
f Henderson, tells us that Howell says the true
igredients of a proverb are “sense, shortness,

‘is the medicine of life.

and salt,” and Motherwell putsit well when he
quctes Bemjamin D'Israeli as laying down “ the
essential feature ™ of proverbs, that they are the
‘“ condensation of much thought and observa-
tion within a small compass.” It seems, that
the first puoblished book of Scottish Pro-
verbs was in 1598, when a collection was
issued by Mr. David Ferguson, Presbyterian
minister.  James Kelly published a large work,
and very valuable one on the subject, in 1721, at
London,and Allan Ramsay published twothousand
two hundred proverbs in 1737 and in successive
editions. This new edition of Donald's is based
on Henderson’s, and is a welcome addition to cur
parcemiographical literature, if we may use so
hard a word. Those of us who have read the
Arvchbishop of Dublin's charming little work on
“ Proverbs” will remember and realize how
much pleasure and improvement result from
the stady of what Benjamin D'Israeli
called ““those abridgements of knowledge,”
conveying ¢ great results with a parsimony
of words_prodigal of sense.” How true and
yet how witty are some of the Scottish
proverbs.  There’s nane sae busy as them
that hae least to do. Twa heads are better than
ane, though they were only shecps’ heads. Wan-
ton kittens make douce cats. Forsake not God
till you find a better master. A faithful friend
Canny chials carry
cloaks when it's fair; the fool, when it's foul
has nane to wear.  Fortune can take nuething
but what she gave. Ance wud and aye waur.
A gossip speaks ill of a’ and a” of her. ~ A gnde
wife and health is a man’s best wealth. East
or West, hame is best. Its cuarly and crooked,
as the De'il said of his horns. Ladies and
Turkeys need delicate upbringing. Waes the
wife that wants the tongue, but weel's the man
that gets her.  Virtue never grows auld. And
so we might go oun, practically ad infinitum, but
we stop here, in mercy to our readers, commend-
ing these pleasant proverbs to all who like honest
wit and true good sense, accempanied with that
cheerful spirit which characterizes so remarkably
nsany of the proverbs of North Britain. For, as
the saying truly runs, * Aslong lives the merry
man as the sad.”

Tue Garpen. A weckly illustrated journal
of gardening., No. 212, Vol. VII[.—William
Robinson, 17, Snuthampton-street, Strand.
We have reccived, and looked over, this gar-

dening serial with sincere pleasure and gratifica-
tion. It is most admirably got up, and the co-
loured drawings are both striking and unique.
To all who are interested in the most healthy
and gracious of all pursuits, ¢ horticulture,” this
periodical must b2 an invaluable “ vade mecum,”
and a more desirable present at this Christmas
season we do not know than the seven volumes
of this meritorious and valuable publication. We
commend it to the notice of all our Aower-loving
readers.

Hanp axp Hearr, Thomas B. Burrows, 75s

Shoe-lane, Fleet-street, conducted by the

iditor of “ Home Words.,"”

This is a new candidate for popular approval,
to appear January ;th, 185€. 1o us Freemasons
it is particularly welcome, as containing a portrait
of our little Royal Lewis, Prince Albert Victor,
with his autograph in 1875. The journal is in-
tended, it is said, for the * industrious class,” and
is neatly printed, well arranged, and admirably
ilustrated. A journal which the working classes
will really read is a great desideratum. A good
many well-intentioned people seem to think the
average working man a sort of demi-savage,
and heathen, and that it is proper and ne-
cessary to speak and preach to him as such,
Indeed, these addresses are generaily ¢ ad homi-
nem " sermons, and we fear, as a rule, John
Dobbs, shilled mechanic, is not an ardent admirer
of sermons, per se.  'What he rather wants, we
fancy, is 2 good and instruclive paper, full of
technical information and illustrative anecdotes,
together with good Anglo-Saxon prose, and
readable poetry, with a considerable amount of
natural history, and of mechanical science. Such
topics will always find, we are inclined to be-
lieve, many grateful readers among our skilled
working men, for our estimate of working men
generally is higher than most of our contem-

poraries.  We shall be glad if “ Heart and
Hand " succeeds in its object, as no doubt no-
thing can be worse than that “cheap and nasty
literature,” now so prevalent, that garbage of
journalism which is distributed wholesale and
broadcast, alike in London and the country dis-
tricts. We wish the editor and publisher all
success.

PENNY ArLmANACK a¥D Diarv.—Moses & Son.
Last year we spoke approvingly of this little
book—we do the same this year. It is very con-
venient and portable, and as our copy was given
to a young lady, who immediately put it into the
pocket of her jacket,—Yes, jacket—we feel
that we have said enough for it to-day. We
quote her remark—* It's a very cosy little book,”
and so we wish it all success. W, F.A.

CONSECRATION OF THE “STUART" CHAPTER,
BEDFORD (340).

Tuesday, the 14th of December, will long be a day to
be remembered amongst Masons, not only of Bedford in
particular, but also of Bedfordshire in general, for on it was
founded the first chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the
county. ‘

Eight and twenty years ago the late Bro. Stuart founded,
and for many a long day after he and his brother fostered,
the lodge which bears their name, one of them, indeed,
exchanging at the close of one well-remembered lodge-
night, the labour of his earthly lodge for the well-earned
refreshment and rest of the Eternal lodge above.

The lodge then truly lost its early patrons, but there was
still one of the old names left to exercise the same care
over its fortunes, and it never, even for a moment, lost its
prestige or popularity, .

For many years Colonel Stuart, the present S.W. of the
lodge, has felt the desirability of leading Bedfordshire
Masons to the climax of Masonry, and on Tuesday week
this desirable consummation was effected.

On that day were assembled at the lodge-room of g40
a goodly number of Royal Arch companions, including
Colonel William Staart, High Sheriff of Bedfordshire, J.P.,
P.G.H.; P.S.G.W., &c.; R. Wentworth Little, P.S.G.W,
Midx., P.G.H. Midx., M.E.P.ZJ’s of 19 ; Byett, Grabham,
Lynes, M.E.Z. 834; Read, and Barfield; Comps. Rev.
W.Tebbs, 285; Rev. R. Faussett Ward, 712; Brook, 3043
Capt. Polhill-Turner, Bull, Cookson, Captain Colburn,
Trapp, Cuthbert, Captain Green, Leslic, Whyley, &c.

After some time spent in inspecting the admirable ap-
pointments of the chapter, supplied by Comp. Kenning,
a chapter was opened with the following acting officers :—
M.E.Z,, R. W. Little; H., Barfield ; and J., Lyncs.

On the admission of the brethren, Comp. R. W, Little,
assisted by Comps. Rev. W, Tebbs, Chaplain; Read, as
P.S.; and Barficld and Lynes, as the other two P.Z.'s,
duly consecrated, dedicated, and constituted the Stuart
Chapter, 540, Bedford, of Royal Arch Masons of Ena
gland.

To say that the ceremony was that usually adopted by
Comp. Little is simply to say that it was performed in a
most impressive manner, giving the companions of the
newly constituted chapter a most thorough insight inte
the solemnities of this holy and Rayal rite,

Comp. Little next instituted the three Firit Principals:
—Comps, Col. Stuart, M.E.Z.; Bull, 11.; Cookson, J.

After which the Most Excellent invested as officers
Comps Rev. Wm, Tebbs, Chaplain; J. Trapp, Treas.;
Captain Colburn, E.; Captain Polthill-Turner, N.; Cuth-
bert, P.S. ; the last named then investing as his assistants
Comps. Captains Green and Fisher,

The chapter, as its first duty, asked the acceptance by
Comp. Little of honorary membership of the chapter he
had thus constituted, together with its thanks for his kind
offices,

This vote was warmly acknowledged by the recipient
of the honour,

As its next business the chapter unanimously elected
Bro. George Reynolds, the old and much respected Tyler
of Stuart Lodge, as its future Janitor.

Many joining members and candidates for exaltation
were then proposed, after which, in answer to the M.E.Z.'s
demand for “ypropositions of benefit,” “hearty good
wishes " were announced from Royal Arch Chapters 19
2835, 304, 732, B34, 840, and 948. After which the chapter
was closed in due form.

The companions subsequently sat down to an excellent
banq et provided by Bro, Wicks; when ar exceedingly
pleasant cvening was spent, After the usual official toasts,
“The Health of the M.EZ.” was proposed by Comp.
Trapp (Treasurer), and most feelingly acknowledged.

The M.E.Z. then proposed the healths of “ Comp. R.
W. Little,” # The Visitors,” ¢ Principals H. and J.,” “ P.S.
Cuthbert and other Officers,” and of “ Chaplain, Rev.
W. Tebbs.””  After which the proceedings of this auspi-
cious day were brought to a close.

We cannot conclude without remarking the musical ar-
rangements of Comp, Cookson ; the way in which Comp.
Gilbert (of Richmond) fulfilled the dutics of Janitor; the
unflagging energy and zeal of Comps. Bull and Cuth.
bert ; and the substantial support of the M.E.Z., who, as
his predecessors had done in days gone by for the lodge,
thus gave the benefit of his Masonic knowledge, as well

.as the honour of his name, to the Stuart Chapter.

—~
2 g

Wiee Your Ferr.—The best Cocoa Nut Mats and Mat-

‘ting are made by Treloar and Sons, 69, Ludgate-hili,
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NOTICE TO THE TRADE.

TIHE

CHRISTMAS NUMBER

THE « FREEMASON”

onsists of 32 pacEs, excrLusive of Wrarrrr,
and contains a Porrtrarr of His Rovar
Hicuness the Prince of Warrs. The cHarcE
for this number is FOUR rexcE. '

Gustoers to Corvespondents.

All Communications, Advertisements, &c., intended for
insertion in the Number of the following Saturday, must
reach the Office not later than 12 o’clock on Wednesday
morning.

Careful attention will be paid to all MSS. entrusted to
the Editor, but he cannot undertake to return them unless
accompanied by stamped directed covers.

Sextor Deacon.—We should say, Slowly and quietly.

S. B. O.—Received. Many thanks, but it has already
appeared.

“ Carnival of Chaos " declined with thanks,

The following stand over :—Metropolitan Lodge, 1507 ;
Adams Lodge, 158, Sheerness ; Prince Edwin Lodge, 128,
Bury ; Brownrigg Lodge, 1414,Chatham; Rock Lodge,
1289, Rock Ferry; Albert Victor MarkLodge, 70, Ipswich ;
Lodge of Honour, 379, Batk; One and All Lodge, 330,
Bodmin; Glasgow, 27, 103, 219, 253, 300, 413, 441,
465 ; Helensturg, zo03; Maryhill, g10; Partick, 1175
Royal Cumberland Chapter, 41; Provincial Grand Lodge
of Argyll and the Isles.
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CHRISTMAS.

If Christmas comes, as it is said, but once a
year, yet it draws near ever a welcome guest,
whether in the palace or in the cottage. Indeed,
it is a very Jarge class of mortal beings for whom
Christmas is an anniversary of pleasantness and
good will.  The schoolbey poring over a stiff
passage in Thucydides, the school girl weary with
her French exercise, that huge crowd of rosy
cheeks and merry voices and smiling faces, which
still fills Dr. Birch's Academy, or Miss Brown's,
Laurel Grove, to say nothing of a variegated
collection of home blossoms,—all are eagerly
anticipating the Christmas tree, the Christmas
present, and the Christmas gathering. But there
are bigger children for whom, also, Christmas
has an ever-abiding and pleasant summons.
Many of us toil from year's end to year’send at the
desk, in the counting.house, in the office, in the
chambers ; and our holidays are short, and some-
times far betwesn. Some are seeking by an
honest business to be the breadwinners for a
large family, others are laboriously toiling for
literary reputation; the banker, the merchant,
the lawyer, the medical man, the author, the
soldier, the sailor, the skilled mechanic, and the
industrious artizan, all are filling their various
parts in life, and all work hard with their hands
and with their brains to advance their individual
interests, and to increase the national prosperity.
From how many families up and down our goad
land have gone forth those “stems " and “ off-
shoo's" who, in many situations, and in various
ways, make up the staple of the great laborious
classes; and how many are the severances

and intervening distances which divide
loving hearts from one another, nearly
all through the year, and diminish that

once joyous family circle by those missing
links which are united all so closely together, and
which, though absent, are not forgotten, For
all these divisions of society and of industrial
occupation Christmas is a very engaging season
of re.union and in-gathering. No doubt the re-
currence of Christmas year by year cannot be
for any of us of unmixed joy and undimmed
happiness. Amid the shouts of the young and
the staid congratulations of the old there will float
over ourmemories a strain of other days, a carol of
“auld lang syne,” which we shall never hear sung
again here, at any rate, not by the same pleasant
voices. Each Christmas, as it meets us on our
onward pilgrimage, with ail its gracious associa-
tions, reminds us inevitably of gaps in our family
circles, of honest hearts, and dear cyes, and

sunny faces, and warm hands, no longer to the
fore, of some whom are missing, of many whe are
wanting, when we keep our Christmas holiday.
It seems but yesterday that we were all together,
young frapk, loving, sincere! Alas! where are we
all now? How few of that goodly band are still
lingering on earth ? and how impossible it is to
collect those “disjecta membra” once again here ?
No, the friends—the tender, the open-handed, the
genial, the trusting, all are gone; their place on
earth knows them no more ; they have left us in
youth, or in prime, in ripened powers, or in
fading old age, in fell disease, or amid the
shouts of victory; and for us never again, all to-
gether, can the yule log be lighted, or the mistle-
toe hung up, or the Lord of Misrule issue his
decrees of ancient wisdom, and of modern fun'!
Christmas, therefore, has a deep and solemn
interest for us all alike. It summons the
young from their studies, and mature life
from its burdens, and dull old age from
its griefs and weakness, to join once again
in festive array. The family once more
assembles in that well-known room. The
kind master and the smiling mistress are there,
as genial and as hospitable as ever ; tall men and
comely women reassemble, like as of yore, around
the family dinner table; the bright muster of
pleasant maidens and tho bold fervour of ardent
youth are all there, to add lightness and brilliancy
to the scene; while above all is heard Master
Bobby's shout, and Miss Edith's exclamations !
Pleasant scenes for thesage and thesympathising.
Happy holiday for the learned and laborious, the
careworn and the complaining, the troubled and
the tried, the man of letters and the man of
money, for rich and poor, for high and low, for
learned and unlearned. Some writers have com-
plained that the world has too muchappropriated
Christmas to itself, and has thrown its colouring
over the scene, and has mingled its tares with
the fairer wheat. Now we do not hold with such
“pessimists.” We cannot see why you are to
take such a morbid view of life and man, and
things and facts.  Let us rather, as it secems to
us, accustom ourselves to accept things as they
really are, to rate them at their proper worth, to
estimate them at their true intent, and then we
shall not fall either into the folly of undervaluing,
or into the extravagance of over estimating, into
the lugubriousness of the “*Slough of Despond,™
or into the frivolity and evil of a merely sensual
commemoration! Christmastide, depend upon
it, is a great and a good institution for us all, and
one which the world, ever wise in its generation,
has eagerly appropriated no doubt, and cheer-
fully observes, simply on those humanitarian
grounds, which appeal so profoundly to the
hearts and memories, and thoughts and affec-
tions, of us all. There is, as we all well know, a
very religious side to Christinas, butit is one which
for obvious reasons we cannot dilate upon in the
“Freemason.” All that we can fairly do is to greet
it as it meets us with a dying year, as it invites
us to present happiness around “our own fire-
sides,” as it reminds us of a buried past still very
dear to our recollection, as it svggests kindly
consideration for the wants and woes of others !
When, then, Christmas-day once again assembles
under many a “roof tree"the long scattered mem-
bers of a confiding fawmily circle, when it gives lus-
tre to the eye, and tinges with roseate animation
the cheeks of the young, the fair, the graceful,
when it even bows down stalwart manhood be-
neath the tender sway of silvery voices and
“ wreathed smiles,” when it reanimates old age
with some bright memories and faded dreams,
let us all bear in mind that Christmas time, and
Christmas gatherings, all warn us that some are
not so blessed as we are. Let not our Christmas
leave us without some few kind thoughts and
gentle deeds for the poor, the friendless, the
fallen, the outcast ; and then our sweets will
prove sweeter, and our own enjoyment will be
augmented by the pleasant consciousness that
we have not been selfish in our own happiness,
but, full of good things and glad hours our-
selves, have sought to make others happy too,
have lightened, if only for a few passing mo-
ments, the burdens of aflliction, and sought to
wipe away the tear-drops of humanity ! To all
the readers of the “ Freemason," to all our bre-
thren, their wives, sisters, and sweethearts, to
the little world of Lewises and laughing fairies,
and countless Masonic blossoms,whom Christmas
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fills with glad and innocent gaiety, we wish
most sincerely from the very bottom of our
heart a very merry and happy Christmas, indeed !

SUMMARY OF MASONIC EVENTS
FOR 18y5.

The New Year of 1875 began well for Free-
masonry, and especially for our good brethren
in Ireland, for it witnessed the installation of
our most distingnished Brother the Lord Lieu-
tenant, His Grace the Duke of Abercorn, as Grand
Master of our genial Order, in the * Green
Island.” As Paddy would say, *“Good luck
attind the Freemasons, notwithstanding Cardi-
nal Paul,”” and “here's to the Hilth of the Lard
Liftenant, and more power to his arm.” The
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution held its
anniversary in January, when the large sum of
£6630 was collected, and the labours of its
energetic Secretary, Bro. James Terry, were fully
rewarded. During this month the Craft had to
deplore the untimely death of the Countess of
Carnarvon, the gentle and amiable wife of our
Deputy G. Master. In April, our Royal Grand
Master laid the foundation of the New Merchant
Taylor's School, amid a large assemblage, and
with great applause. May witnessed a never-to-
be-forgotten scene by this generation of English
Masons, the installation of the Prince of Wales
as Grand Master of the English brotherhood, at
the Albert Hall. Those of us who were present
on that “alba dies"” will never lose the vivid
rcality of the gathering or the scene, and we shall
rejoice to think amid the onward march of years,
that we were permitted to behold so great a high
day of Freemasonry, to rally round our Royal
Grand Master, and to hail the upparalleled de-
monstration of our Buglish Order. The arrange-
ments were perfect, and reflect the greatest credit
on Bros. Sir A. Woods and Thomas Fenn.
The Swedish deputation which had been sent to
congratulate our Grand Master, who was, be it
remembered, initiated into the Order in Sweden,
visited the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls,
and expressed warmly the great pleasure the
visit had caused them. Our Royal Grand Master
was also in May installed as First Principal of
the Grand Chapter. During this © merry month”
the anniversary of the Girls’ School took place,
when £7000 were collected. June witnessed,
across the dividing waters of the Atlantic, a great
Masonic ceremony in New York, namely the
Masonic dedication of the new hall. It wasa
most imposing demonstration, telling well for
those who arranged the proceedings, and we in
England have the deepest interest in and
sympathy for our American brethren of the
“mystic tie.” July brought the Boys’
School anniversary, when the unprecedentedly
large amount of [£12,700 was announced at
the Alexandra Palace by Bro. Binckes.
Bro. Binckes may fairly claim great credit for
his “coup,” and we trust that after some
little clouds over the internal regime of the
school have completely passed away, all will go
on well with that great institution.  Some per-
verse and personal attacks have been made on
Bro. Binckes and the House Committee, but
like all similar manifestations, in Masonry or out
of Masonry, they generally both fail in their
purpose, and react on those who initiate them.
During this month the Surrey Masonic Hall
was dedicated with much eclat, under the presi-
dency of our distinguished and amiable Bro.
Lord Skelmersdale, the D.G. Master. 1n August
we have to note the presentation by that kindly
Lady Baroness Burdett Coutts of a most beauti-
ful Bible to the Burdett Coutts Lodge, The
proceedings, under the direction of Bro. J. Terry,
were most animated and interesting. The foun-
dation stone of a Masonic Hall at Grimsby also
was laid in this month.  In the month of Sep-
tember a presentation was made to our well-
known and worthy Bro. J. C. Parkinson, whicls
afforded great pleasure to his many friends. Bro.
Lord Mayo's statue was unveiled at Cocker-
mouth, and then across the Atlantic we heard
of the foundation stone of a new Masonic Hall
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, having been laid.
We may note here that during the last
year the Lord Mayor of London, eur worthy Bro.
D. Stone, has been made Junior Grand Warden.
In October the presentation of an address to our
Grand Master, the Prince of Wales, beforeZhis
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departure to India, took place, which was warmly
expressed and graciously received.
saw the departure of our Royal Grand Master
for India, where his journey has been, so far,
one great success, and where he has won golden
opinions from all.  He assisted at a Masonic ce-
remony at Bombay. December brought special
meetings of the Boys' and Girls’ Schools, tl}e
former to enquire into certain alleged errors in
the accounts, the latter to consider a scheme for
increasing its accommodation.  In the former
case the Special Committee has reported that no
grounds exist for such perverse charges; in the
latter the committee has yet finally to report.
Bro. Erasmus Wilson, M.D., well known for
his zeal and benevolence, was entertained at a
complimentary dinner; and Bro. the Earl of
Zetland, nephew and heir of our old chief and
Prov.G.M. for North and East Yorkshire, was
exalted in the Zetland Chapter, York.  During
the last twelve months very many lodges, alike
in town and the provinces, have been added to
the English muster roll, which will apparently
soon reach 16co. We note especially the
“ Chaucer,” and the new lodge at the Surrey
- Masonic Hall, “ The Carnarvon,” and many
others, too many in fact to name here, where the
consecration ceremonies have been marked by
heartiness of tone, and effectiveness of ritual.
In many of these our worthy and admirable
Grand Secretary took, most eftectively, the
Jeading part.  E nglish Masonic provincial life
and work have proceeded during 1875 with in-
creasing energy, and our great provinces
are teeming with active and young and zealous
members. A large numerical addition has been
made to our Order, but we hope that our lodges
will never forget the good old motto * Festina
lente.”” It appears to us, that just now we
want, so to say, “ tightening up,” as regards the
admission of members.  Abroad Masonry has
gone on, and still is going on, favourably and
prosperously on the whole.  The Masonic Con-
gress at Lausanne seems to have been a great
success, and alike in Italy and France, Freema-
sonry seems to be regaining its normal position.
The one great defect of much of individual and
lodge Freemasonry abroad, is a tendency to deal
with very questionable subjects, and much
needed reform must be introduced in many
jurisdictions if Freemasonry is ever to rise to
the proper level of its true mission.  Free-
masonry has notbing properly to do with politics,
affairs of state, or religious controversies, nor
even social questions, and the sooner some of
our foreign brethren realize this undoubted
truth, the better for Freemasonry and for them-
selves. The Roman Catholic Church has con-
tinued impetuously through 18735 its hopeless
and ill-advised crusade against Freemasonry, and
there appears at present no lull in the fury of
the storm, no abatement in the violence of our
traducers. That religious body has certainly
evinced great “ cursing powers,” and despite the
deprecatory remarks of that amiable Roman
Catholic, Sir George Bowyer, as regards our Or-
der the Church of Rome has been, and still
is, a “ cursing church.” It is all excessively
silly and meaningless. If the Roman Catholic
authorities have to complain of the words or
acts of lodges or brethren abroad, their best plan
is not to notice them, but for the most part their
grievances are really imaginary, and their facts
atter fictions. The worst feature of the case to
our mind is, their deliberate “ suppressio veri”
and * suggestio falsi ” in lumping all Freemasons
together as revolutionists, conspirators, infidels,
&c., whereas they know that in Great Britain,
and America, and Canada, tosay nothing of
Germany and Holland, at any rate, Free-
masonry is a non-political body.  There
may be some foolish and violent brethren, there
as everywhere, but the great mass is loyal
to Masonic principles.  [ndeed, as far as we
are aware, no grand orient or governing body
anywhere can  be charged with interfer-
ance in political matters. If the Church of Rome
likes to continue “cursing and swearing,” per-
secuting and even desecrating the graves of Free.
masons, she will eventually disgust and alienate
her more enlightered children, and she will
assuredly receive, as she will merit, the censure
of indignant humanity. We have had to deplore
the loss off many worthy brethren alike in th
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metropolis and in  the provinces, like
Bros. Savage, Llewellyn Evans, Freeman
and Franklin, “cam multis aliis,” all good
men and  true, and “ worthy Freema-
sons,” whose Masonic place on earth knows
them no more.  Peace be to them. We give
a detailed list elsewhere.  Freemasonry in Eng-.
land leaves the old year and awaits a new, alike
prosperous and peaceful, contented and united.
It is moving on. Loyaltly and charity are embla-
zoned on its “ Banner of Blue,” together with
toleration and freedom, benevolence and good-
will, the right of conscience, and the sanctity of
honest conviction.© We have no doubt as to
the result of the struggle. 1876 we trust will
witness a still greater manifestation of Masonic
principles and charitable efforts, and our good
old Craft leaves an old year behind it, if some-
what sadly with the memories of parted
comrades, yet with bright anticipations of its
work and witness in the new year which lies
before it.

OUR ROYAL GRAND MASTER’'S VISIT
TO INDIA.

Thefollowing interesting account from Madras
appears in the “Times " of the 20th:—If all
goes on well, the Serapis, in company with the
Osborneand the Raleigh, will leave Madras Roads
before 5 o'clock on the 1gth, Great preparations
are being made. Although not in bed till past 2,
after a hard day's work, the Prince went out
hunting soon after dawn this morning, and was
rewarded by a nine-mile run and kill. The
Priicess of Tanjore visited the Prince at Govern-
ment House, and was presented to the ladies of
the Duke's family. The Prince was introduced
at a corner screened off.  The Prince put out
his hand, and the Princess grasped it. Mr. Hen-
derson interpreted, the Princess of Tanjore speak-
ing little English.  She styled the Prince her
Royal brother, and spoke of the Queen as her
Royal sister. Next the Prince drove to a
children’s féte at the People’'s Park, where im-
mense crowds had assembled. It was a pretty
sight, Thousands of children sang and played
games. The Prince was loudly cheered on
leaving to attend the review. A vast multitude
was present. Two batteries (A and C) of the
soth Brigade, and a detachment of the 16th
Lancers, formed the body guard. The 8gth
(Europeans), the Madras Volunteers, the 1oth,
13th, 14th, and 37th Madras Infantry (Natives),
marched past.  They looked well. The Prince
dined with the Commander-in-Chief.  All day
the people are in the streets, and remain waiting
for hours to see the Prince.  The preparations
for the illuminations are very extensive. The
people are not so demonstrative as at Bombay,
nor do they clap hands as in the South, but they
are not less enthusiastic. The Prince will never
see in India or elsewhere any spectacle so strange
and awful as what was called the *“ illumination
of the surf.,””  Neither pen nor pencil can give
any idea of it. It was weirdly beautiful, exciting,
grand. As if to render homage to the occasion,
the wind had risen and the surf was high. The
sight was fine on the pier, through the base of

which ran curling breakers.,  Scats were
placed for the Prince, the Governor, his
family, and suite out of the reach of

the spray. The buildings along the beach, trans
parencies, and triumphal arches, all brilliantly
illuminated, formed a background, above which
rose stecples, columns, and lamps, Southwards,
where the rollers swept up to the roadway, there
were rows of natives with blazing torches and
blue lights. There was occasionally a wash of
larger billows behind the multitude, and facing
seawards an ocean of white turbans. The
Serapis, Osborne, and Raleigh were illuminated
outside.  Between the outer darkness and the
beach the moonlight now and then revealed dark
objects rising and falling on the billows. The
Prince having arrived from dinner with the
Commander-in-Chief, after a grand discharge
from the ship Raleigh, there was one flight of
190 coloured rockets. The Osborne and Serapis
vied with each other in the display., It seemed
as if volcanoes were emitting volumes of coloured
flames. Presently appeared fires, here and there
seawards, amid waves drifting landwards, like
fire ships from afar. These multiplied, dipping,

rising, now and then, through the waves, while
occasionally came a light from the other side. It
bad an immense effect. . Suddenly from the
beach dashed the black forms of Masouwah boats
and catamarans, which, amid the wildest yells,
charged into the serried ranks of the foam-crested
breakers, and dark objects seaward were revealed,
as the boats tossed violently on the outer ridge
of the breakers. There never was such an awful
regatta. Amid a sea now black as ink, now like
fire glistening jet, in a creaming surf the cata-
maran men were swept off and regained their
craft, or disappeared beneath the billows. There
was an awful suspense till they were landed safe
on the beach. The Masouwah boats, swept
from stem to stern byjthe breakers, forced their
way into the smoother sea, to return still more
animated. Their skill is beyond praise. These
hardy fellows, watching an opportunity, keep
the top of the wave by tremendous efforts, and
are borne past with wonderful velocity, yet
emerge safely from each succeeding breaker.
This extraordinary spectacle was renewed re-
peatedly. One might fancy ita combat of water
gods. The people amid the blue lights, the
rockets, and the boiling surf remained almost
quiet. It was midnight before the Prince drove
off to the native festival.  The crowd broke in,
followed, and surrounded the Prince’s open
carriage.  The railway station was converted
into a reception hall.  The sides, pillars, and
roofs were decorated with wonderful richness.
It was filled with many thousands of Europeans,
Asiatics, Hindoos, and Mussulmans, who had
waited two hours. The Prince was seated in a
silver chair on a raised dais.

MASONIC LIBRARIES.

It is very remarkable how very little we
Freemasons, for the most part, know of our own
Masonic literature. Indeed, one of the objec-
tions to Masonic libraries used to be of old, that
we had not books enough to fill them, and that
with the exception of the sterotyped editions of
Oliver’'s Works, Preston's History, Ash, Cal-
cott, Smith and Hutchinson, Laurie, and the
various editions of Anderson’s Constitutions, we
had not many books worth reading, and certainly
not worth buying. There were, indeed, smalter
works like ““ Freemasons' Companions," and Col-
lections of Songs, and “ Ahiman Rezon' and
Cole’s and Finch's works, but we have heard it
generally contended, once upon a time, that such
works would exhaust our Masonic literature,
Mr. Heckethorn, amid his other amenities,
and his lamentable caricature of our Order,
has specially gone out of his way to say
that we have practically “ no literature.”
But, in this, as in a good many other
details of his recent work, he only demon-
strates to bona-fide Masonic students how very
little he knows of the subject on which he so
dogmatically dilates. Will it surprise our
readers to be told, that Freemasonry has a large
literature of its own and one that is rapidly in.
creasing ? [ndeed, at this moment, we may fairly
point to such works as D. M. Lyon's History of
the Lodge of Edinburgh, Findel's History of
Freemasonry, Steinbrenner's Smaller Essay,
Mackey's Encyclopadia, Fort's History of Free-
masons, Bro. Hughan's Collection of the Con-
stitutions, and many more, as works of which as
an Order we may all be proud, critically. In Ger-
many especially, the writings of Kloss, Krause,
Mossdorff, Winzer, Tessler, Schauberg, and
many others deserve the highest commendation,
archaeologically, intellectually, and scientifically.
We will, therefore, leave Mr. Heckethorn in all
of contemptuous silence henceforth to his own re-
markable display of knowledge of our Fraternity,
whether as regards its real history, its true teach-
ing, its literature or its habits, its endeavours
orits end. Some thirty years ago Kloss pub-
lished his remarkable * Biblographie der Frei-
maurerei,” which must ever remain the great
“ vade mecum "’ of Masonic bibliomaniacs, and
the one text book of Masonic Bibliography.
That work contained close upon the names of 6000
works, and many publications have been issued
yearly since from the German, French, Ameri-
can (including Scotch and lIrish), and Dutch Ma-
sonic press, to say nothing of many minor con-
tributions from other countries. Indeed, we do not
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know of another Order in existence which has
on the whole such a very wonderful amount
of actual literature to offer, alike to its “ alumni ™
and to the *“ profane world.”  No doubt amid
the ““ wheat " there is a good deal of ¢ chaff;”
no doubt too all that often passes under the
name of Masonic literature does not deserve the
name at all. We huave, we admit, to make
many deductions from the gross total, in conse-
quence of uncritical theories, unreliable state-
ments, and empirical views. But when we pe-
ruse the careful pages of Kloss we must be struck
not only by the diversity of subjects but the
wideness of range which mark our Masonic
literaturer»  History and tradition, ritual and
laws, attack and defence, poetry and the
drama, pbilosophy and archzology, numisma-
tology and biography, all are there classified
and aboanding, and every collector of Masonic
books is fully aware how many Masonic
works really exist, and how many even of which
for the most part we know nothing about. And
the only way to bring such knowledge home to
the minds of Freemasons is the creation of Ma-
sonic libraries.  There are plenty of Masonic
works, old and modern, to be found, and every
Masonic library at a reasonable outlay, and under
the advice of a competent librarian, can now
procure many curious productions to {ill its
shelves. In our opinion it has long been a
standing reproach to our Order that our libraries
are so sparse and our readers so few., We believe
that the absence of libraries has tended to en-
courage and add to our Craft apathy on the
subject. At any rate, the time seems to have
come when in all our Masonic halls libraries
should bhe formed and books should be collected,
and readers and students should both be encour-
raged. We think we have said enough to
show that thereis no real difficulty in the matter,
if only we will but have it so. The staple product
is forthcoming, and all that is really wanted is
pecuniary support or generous aid. To our
younger and sapient brethren, ¢ Verbum sat.”

ROMAN CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE.

Our readers will, we fear, be almost tired of
such a subject, and yet we seem to have no other
course left open to us, but again to call attention
to the mournful and fudubitable fuct. We publish
a very sad recital of a very lamentable outbreak
of Roman Catholic feeling against a Freemason
and a Protestant in South Awmerica, and we beg
to invite the attention of Roman Catholics them-
selves to it. An English Freemason and Pro-
testant, Bro. Wallace, was interied in the public
cemetery at Guayacan. After a time it was
quite clear, by ocular demonstration, that the
coffin had been disturbed, and, as we understand
the painful recital, the body removed from the
coffin. And, what adds to the grotesque barbarity
of the whole proceeding, a cross appears to have
been marked on the wall of the cemetery near to
the grave, to point out, we suppose, what had
been effected in the name of religion, peace, and
charity, and, above all, professedly in His blessed
Name who came to show love and pity to all
the human race, and died on the actual cross to
save all mankind. A more saddening narrative
of bigotry never was sent to us, a more depres-
sing evidence of human intolerance never came
before our notice. We are accustomed, indeed, to
fierce anathemas and bellicose bishops ; we have
read, and read quite calmly, unfounded calumnies
and bitter incriminations. 'We have even got
quite accustomed {o the violence of Ultramon-
taneabuze, and the assertions and announcements,
equally erroncous and untrue, of so-called Infal-
lible authority.  But to realise that the war with
the living is to be perpetvated in the quiet ceme-
tery, to know that death, which levels all dis-
tinctions, closes all debates, and hushes all strife, is
not, fromthe Ultramontane view, to putan end to
the rancour or the antagonism of earth, is, indeed,
mest painful .to every thoughtful mind. For
surely, just as we cannot carry away our riches
with us when we are deposited in the silent
grave, when, as children of the dust, we find
our common level, so surely in the one resting-
place of humanity, there should be deposited the
angry passions and the incolerant animosities
which divide us from one another here, and mar

the peaceful progress of society with hateful
variance and cruel strife.  Indeed, moralists and
philosophers have often rejoiced to think and to
believe there was one spot where human passions
would be stilled, where the bitter hatred and the
deadly dislike might be unknown, when over the
excited imagination, the busy brain, the perverse
disposition, and the tenacions will, might fall, so
to say, the peaceful slumber of that intermediate
state, which stretches out in its unfathomable
mystery and silence, and sternness and repose,
between earth and Heaven, between time and
eternity. The popular saying has ever been,
whether sound or unsound, or cven “humbug,” as
Archdeacon Grantley remarked, “ di mortuis nil
nisi bonum,” and we all of us more or less feel,
we believe, be we who we may, that in the grave
all enmities should end, and in death all old
giiefs, and complaints, and wrath should be at
any rate forgotten.  But the Church of Rome,
with hazardous boldness, seems to say, I am
above the ¢ consensus’ of humanity ; I ignore the
most deeply rooted sentiments of mortals.
¢ Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus ;" and for those who
defy my laws, for those who reject my teaching,
who claim liberty of conscience, or avow a
difference of belief, 1 have curses while living ;
I have no forgiveness when dead.” For we feel
sure of this, that were it not for this detestable
tcaching, worthy oonly of the “ Avocato del
Diabolo,”” Roman Catholics, who are not unlike
other men, would never be consenting parties to,
or share in, such revolting inhumanity, by which
atfection is deeply wounded, and which is indeed
an outrage on every kindly feeling of the human
race. But we have said enough on so humiliating
a topic, humiliating alike to all who, like our-
selves, helieve in the regeneration of humanity.
And having called attention to the subject, as
was our imperative duty, we leave it in all its
morbid sadness of stern and indabitable truth, to
the bitterest of Ultramontane assailants, and the
appreciation of our universal brotherhood.

COMPARATIVE COST OF THE BOYS'

SCHOOL.

Owing to press of matter, and our Christias
number, we defer antil next week our remarks on
this subject. We do so the more readily as the
sabject is not very pressing, nor, to say the truth,
very important.

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending Friday, December 31, 1875,

SATURDAY, DECEMBER z25.
IxsTrveriox.
Manchester, 77, London-st., Fitzroy-square.
Lily, Greyhound, Richmond,
star, Marquis ot Granby, New Cross-road.
Siaai Chapter, Union Tav., Air.st., Regent-st.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24.
Lodge 27, Pythagorean, Ship Hot., Greenwich.
INsTrucTION.
Prince Leopuld, Lord Stanley Tav., Kingsland,
Strong Man, Jerusalem Tav., St. John's Gate.
Sincerity, Railway Tav., Fenchurch-street Station.
Camden, Stanhope Arms, Up. James-st.,, Camden To,
Eastern, Royal Hot.. Mile.end-road.
St. James's Union, Union Tav,, Air-st.,, Regent-st.
Wellington, White Swan, Deptford, -«
West Kent, St, Saviouws’s College, Forest-Lill
Perfect Ashlar, Victoria Tav., Lower-rd., Rotherhithe.
Sydncy, White Fart to., Churchi-rd., Upper Norwood,
Metropolitan, Coach and Horses Hot., 323, Strand.
FUESDAY, DECEMBER 28.
Lodge 203, Israel, City Termiaus Hot., Cannon-st.
w 1158, Southern Star, Montpellier Tav,, Walworth,
Chap. 7, Royal York of Perseverance, F. M. H.
InsTRUCTION,
Yarburough, Green Dragon, Stepney.
Domatic, Surrey M. H., Camiberwell New-road.
Faith, 2, Westminster Chambers, Victoria-st.
Prince Fredk, Wm., Lord's Hot,, St. John's Wood.
Dalthousie, King £dward, Triangle, Hackney.
Prosperity, Gladstone Tav., Rishopsgate-st. Within,
St. Marylebone, British Stores Tav., St. John's Wood,
Constitutional, Wheatsheaf lo., Hand-court, Holborn.
Perey, Grapes Tav., Little Windmill-st., W.
Israel, Rising Sun Tav,, Globe Road.
Royal Arthur, Prince’s Head, York-road, Battersen.
Metropolitan Chapter, St. Michael’s Alley, Cornhill.
Beacontree, Red Lion, Leytonstone, at 8.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2g.
Lodge3898, Temperance in the East, 6, Newby-pl., Poplar,
INSTRUCTION.
Mt. Lebanon, Windsor Cas. Tav., Southwark-bdg.-rd,
Pythagorean, Prince of Orange, Greenwich.
New Concord, Rosemary Branch Tav,, Hoxton.

Royal Union, Horse and Groom, Winsley-st., Oxford.st,

Confidence, White Hart Tav., Abchurch-lane.

Peckham, Maismore Arms, Park-road, Peckham.

Stanhope, Thicket Hot., Anerley.

Finsbury Park, Finsbury Park Tav., Seven Sisters’-rd.

Southwark, Southwark Park Tav., Southwark Park.

Duke of Connaught, Havelock Tav., Dalston, E.

United Strength, Grafton Arms, Kentish-town.

Mount Edgcumbe, 1g, Jermyn-street, St James's,

Islington, Crown and Cushion, London Wall.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3o.

General Committee Girls’ School at 4.

Lodge 22, Neptune, Guildhall Tav., Gresham-st,
InxsTrUCTION.

Egyptian, Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.

Fidelity, Yorkshire Grey, Londonest., W.

Fin§bury Jolly Anglers’ Tav., Bath.st., City-road.

United Mariners’, Three Cranes, Mile-end-road.

Whittington, Crown Tav., Halborn.

Temperance in the East, Catherine-st., Poplar.

Ebury, 12, Ponsonby-st., Millbank,

Highgate, Bull and Gate, Kentish.town.

The Great City, 111, Cheapside.

High Cross, Coach & Horses, High-road, Tuttenham.

Salisbury, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.

Marquis of Ripon, Albion Tav., Albion-rd., Dalston.

Doric Chapter, Three Cranes Tav., Mile-end-road,

Prince Frederick William Chapter, St. John's Wood.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31.;

InsTrUcTION,

Union Waterleo, Thomas-st., Woolwich,

St. George's, Globe Tav., Royal-hill, Greenwich.

Rabert Burns, Union Tav., Ajr-st., Regent-sr,

Belgrave, Lyceum ‘fav., 354, Strand.

Unions Emulation (for M.AL'S), F. M, H.

Temperance, Victona Tav., Victoria-road, Deptiord,

Clapton, White Hart, Clapton, s

Stability, Guildhall T'av., Gresham-st.

Metropolitan, Portugal [lot., Flect-st.

Westbourne, Horse & Groom, Winsley-st., Oxford-st.

Metropolitan, Pentonville-road,

United Pilgrims, Surrey M. H., Camberwell New-road.

St. James's, New Tanuers’ Arins, Grange-rd., Bermondsey.

Duke of Edinburgh, Silver Lion, Penny-fields, Poplar.

Doric, Karl Grey Tav., Mile-end-road.

Burgoyne, Grafton Arms, Prince of Wales's-road, N.VY.

St. Luke’s, Commercial Tav., King's-road, Chelsea.

Chigwell, Bald-faced Stag Hor., Buckhurst-hill,

Buardett Coutts, Approach Tav., Victoria Park.

Pythagorean Chapter, Prince of Orange, Greenwich-rd.

Royal Standard, Finsbury Park 'Fav., Holloway.

Ranelagh, Clarendon Iot., Hammersmith,

MASONIC MEETINGS IN WEST LANCASHIRE AND
CHESHIRE.

For the Week ending Saturday, January 1, 1856.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27.
Lodge 148, Lights, M. R., Warrington.
Chap. 241, Friendship, M.H., Liverpool.
Chap, 721, Grosvenor, M. R., Kastgate-row, Chester.
Merchants’ L. of 1., M. H., Liverpool.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24.
Lodge 1393, Hamer, 2, Everton-1oad, Liverpool.
w1370, Prinec Arthnr, 8o, N. Hill-st., Liverpool,
Chap. 823, Everton, M. 1., Liverpool.
Mark Lodge, 11, Joppa, 55, Argyle-st,, Birkenhead.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3.
Lodge 1313, Fermor, M, ., Southport.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN GLASGOW AND
VICINITY.

For the Week ending Saturday, January 1, 1870,
All the Mectings take place at Eight o'clock,

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25%.
Lodge 102, St. Mark, 233, Buchanan-st., Glasgow.
. 103, Union and Crown, 170, Buchanan-st.
" 219, Star, 12, Irongate.
' 362, St, Clair, 23, Robertson.st.
541, Maric Stuart, M. H., Crosshill.
122, Thetis, 35, St. James-st., Glasgow,
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28,
Lodge 413, Athole, 213, Buchanan-st.
543, St. John’s, M. H., Dalmuir.
67, Cathedral, 22, Strathers-street, Calion,
73, Caledonian Unity, 170, Buchanan-st.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3o.
Lodge, 334 St. John, Castle Inn, New Cumnock,
Chap. 117, Govan, Paitland-buildings, Govan.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31.
51, London, Black Bull Inn, Newmilns.
118, St. Bride's, Masonic Ilall, Douglas.
125, St. James's, Masons’ Arms, Newton, Ayr.
153, Royal Arch, Masonic Hall, Follokshaws,
236, Wilsontown, St. John, Forth Inn, Carnwaith,
347, St. John's, Masonic Hall, Rutherglen.
79, Commercial, 30, Hope-st.

R
Cyap.

"

*Chap.

1

Lodge

1
Chap.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN EDINBURGH AND
VICINITY.
For the Week emding Saturday, January 1, 1876.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2;.

Lodge 349, 8t. Clair, F. I, George-st.
TURSDAY, DECEMBER 28.

Lodge 151, Defensive Band, Cockburn-street,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30.

~3

L Lodge 223, Trafalgar, 54, Benard-st., Leith.
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UNITED ORDERS OF THE TEMPLE
AND HOSPITAL,

[Memorials against the New Statutes having
appeared in our columns from time to time, we
think it only fair to publish the following paper
issued from the Chancery, and which at the pre-
sent time cannot fail to interest such of our
readers as are Knights Templar.]

Sundry Memovials addressed to the Great Prior
having been civeuladded, and as these Memorials
contain variouserrors, both as to facts and the
effect of the Statutes, the following Commentary
on these Documents is designed lo corvect the
crroneous impression created by such statements.
By the treaties with Scotland and Treland of

the Sth October, 1867, and 2jth November,
1868, it was provided that a joint committee of
the three kingdoms should be appointed to draw
up Articles of Union. The Irish and English
members met, and ultimately, in 1872, com-
pleted statutes framed to meet the emergency of
the case,

The committee consisted of the following
gentlemen :—

On the part of England :—Sir P. Colquhoun,
the Rev. J. D. Huyshe,. R. Woof, Captain N.
G. Phillips, and J. Tepper. On the part of
Ireland :—The Hon. Judge Townshend, the
Tarl of Limerick, Colonel Francis Burdett, Cap-
tain N. G. Philips, and W. E. Gumbleton.

This committee drew up a unanimous report,
which, having been submitted to Grand on-
clave in December, 1872, was, after discussion,
accepted. .

A similar course was pursucd in Ireland.

Thus these statutes werc under consideration
Detween four and five years, and Grand Con-
clave, if it had confidence in the men it ap-
pointed, could not but accept the result so care-
fully prepared ; how can it then with truth be
said, “that by reason of the hurried manner
in which the new statutes were brought forward,
no consideration could be given to their pro-
bable effect, and the expediency of their enact-
ment ?”

Material alterations were requisite, not so much
in the existing national Coverning Bodies, the
names alone of which were altered, as in the
creation and constitution of a new Supreme
Body, The Grand Conclave of England became
the Great Priory of England, and a similar
change was made in Ireland, both being bodies
subordinated to the Convent Gencral, of which
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales was to assume the
Headship. The internal government of the two
component bodies was not interfered with ex-
ceptin the election of the Great Priors, who are
row appointed by the Grand Master.

It is, however, more than probable that many
who neither attended Grand Conclave, nor
troubled themselves to read the Biennial Re-
ports, knew little or nothing of the matter, other-
wise their ignorance of the facts could not have
been thus vsed to mislead them.

The first grievance in the Dorsetshirc Me-
morial, of which the others are for the most part
mere transcripts, is a general and unsupported
assertion, viz, that “the experience since ac-
quired of the effect and working of these new
statutes convinces the memorialists that they are
detrimental to the best interests of the QOrder,
and must inevitably in the course of time thin its
ranks and weaken its influence.”

After this general and sweeping asscrtion the
memorial enters into detail.

First, it states it is undesirable to drep the
title “ Masonic.” Let it now be seen how this
matter stands.

_ It isacknowledged that the Order is a Chris-

tian Society, That the Masonic qualification is

indispensable is granted ; but, on the other
hand, it may be alleged that the word “ Masonic”
is the exclusive right of Cratt Masonry, and is
an assumption on the part of any other Secret

Society, for in Templary there is no Masonic

allegory. The Irish designate themselves as

’I‘thh Templars. ‘The Scotch do not assume it.

Jh_c American branch repudiates it as inappro-

priate, and as the assumption of the title of an-

other degrece. As this prefix was an i rtoduc-
tion of modern date and changed nothing in the
substance, the committee had no difficulty in ac-
ceding to its omission, but strengthened the
bond by adding the condition that a candidate
must not only be a R.A., but also a M.M. of
two years’ standing.

As the old Order of the Temple was abolished
562 years ago, there is no other body which
assumes this title ; the military virtues of the old
Knights are supposed to be represented as to the
moral part by the new Order. The Articles of
Union of the Craft of 1813 acknowledge 1t as a
chivalric degree attached to, but not incorpo-
rated with Masonry, and the clause is purely
permissive.  The body therefore, be it called
what it may, is as much under the protection of
39 Geo. IIL, c. 79, and 57 Geo. I1L,, c. 19, as
Craft Masonry, for all members are Craft
Masons, but few know that these statutes only
apply to Lodges existent at that time. These
Acts therefore do not protect even Craft Lodges
established since that date (1799), and those pre-
ceptories only which were existent before that
date.

“Tiﬁl.respect to the nomenclature of the
Order, it is strange to find men persistently ad-
vocating the perpetuation of an historical
error.

The Masters of Temple houses were called
House Preceptors ; the Masters of Provinces,
Great Preceptors. The head of the Order was
originally termed simply Master, or Jater Magnus
Magister, or Great Master. Theword *“grand”
was merely the French for great. The equivalent
designation of the Hospitalers was Commander,
and their cstates were called commanderies,
whereas those of the Templars were termed
Preceptories.

The question of Past Rank has, too, been
misrepresented, and it is almost impossible to
concetve such ignorance of the statutes as that
alleged in the mémorial.

Formerly he who had passed “the Chair”
was designated a Past Commander, that is a
retired Commander. The new statutes make
him an actual Preceptor for life, with the right of
voting in the Great Body, or Parliament of the
Order, so long as he continues to sub-
scribe  to some Preceptory—nay, he may
cease to do so for any length of time—but so soon
as he places his name on the roll of any Precep-
tory his right and franchise revive ; but in Craft
Masonry, if he cease to subscribe for a year,
his right lapses, and he becomes a mere Master
Mason, nor can he recover his position and
franchise without again serving as Master of a
Lodge.

The position of the present Preceptor is
therefore improved : the office once given to
him is lasting. Should, however, those who
have served the office before the last statutes
prefer the title of “Past” Preceptor they are
at liberty to adopt it, for all existing rights are
reserved.

The dignities of Grand Cross and Commander
are superadded: they take nothing from the
members, but give something in addition, and it
was considered by the joint committees it was
due to his Royal Highness, when he conde-
scended to assume the Headship of the Order,
tl'mt he should have the rights belonging to all
Crowned Heads, for in that light the Prince of
Wales must be considered in relation to the
Orc!cr 5 the more so since he had induced her
Majesty as head of the State, to take the Order
under her patronage and protection. No new
dignities or titles have Deen created in the
Order; they all existed in England, Scotland,
or Ircland,

With regard to the Past Grand Rank, the
number of those who obtained it yearly were
twice as many as those who obtained the same
rank in the Craft, yet the Temple only counts

2,500 active members, while the Craft numbers !

as many thousands,

The Provinces complain they cannot induce
the members to pay fees for Grand Rank except
it be permanent ; they could provide for their
necessary expenses by a small Capitation Tax,
which would not press heavily, and so dispense
with the fees of office.

At present, cv.ry member pays to the Central
Authority an annual contribution of 3s. 6d.;
London Craft Lodges pay 4s., and Country
Lodges 2s., yet the class which belong to the
latter are less able to pay these quarterages than
the members of the Temple, who, in fact, con-
tribute no more than Craft Masons. But as all
existing rights are reserved, those who held this
Past Grand Rank before the late statutes still
enjoy it, while those who have obtained Grand
Rank since have done so with the full knowledge
that it was an annual office.

To meet, however, any objection, the follow-
ing motion was passed at the Great Prior's
Council, and incorporated in its report to the
Great Priory in May, 1875, and the Great Prior
has given effect to it by giving notice of amend-
ments for the next Convent General :—

“That a limited restoration of Past Rank is
desirable. That such Past Rank should only be
given to Great Officers, National Great
Officers, and Provincial Great Officers, and
also to the Great, and National, and Pro-
vincial Vice-Chancellors and Sub-Marshals,
provided these latter Officers have served
two years in their respective ranks.”

Some offices, indeed the majority of them, are
purcly nominal, others are permanent, and it
would be unreasonable to suppose that such as
bave real duties to perform could be changed
annually ; under such a system, the Order would
fall into hopeless confusion,

Lastly, many members will be surprised to
learn that the changes now made were in sub-
stance advocated 13 years ago, as the following
memorial shows i—

Copy Memorial from the Province of Worcester,
laid before Commitlee, 1863.
Titk ORDER OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR, MALTA, &¢

To the Very High and Eminent the Deputy Grand
Master, the Very Eminent the Grand Chan-
cellor, the Provincial Grand Commander for
Kent, the Grand Treasurer, and the Grand
Registrar :—

The Knights of the Ancient Order of the Temple
and of Malta, in the Province of Worcester, assem-
bled in Provincial Grand Conclave on the 2nd day
of October, 1862, having ascertained that a com-
mittec has been appointed by the Grand Conclave
of England to revise the statutes of the Order,
desire to offer a few suggestions, which they trust
may not be decmed unworthy of consideration,
They are induced to venture these suggestions from
a sincere desire to advance and exalt the Order,
and from a wish to see it more closely assimilated
with the brilliant and picturesque model preserted
by the carly chivalrous constitution from which it
is supposed to be descended.

The suggestions which are respectfully offered for
the consideration of the committee are—

1. That the title of the Order be * The Royal
Exalted Order of Knights Templar and Kuights of
St. John of Jerusalem,”—(Burnes’ Hist., p. 63.)

It is conceived that the additions, *“ Religious
and Military ” and “ Masonic ” arc unnecessary, as
being qualities of the Order and qualifications for
it which form no essential part of its name or title,

2. That resting upon traditional belief it may be
declared hy the statutes that the Order of the
Temple is descended and perpetuated from tne
ancicnt Constitution, and that on the suppression
of the Templars by the Statute “de terris Tem-
plariorum,” 17 Edward IL, Stat. 3, A.D. 1324, they
were probably incorporated with the Knights Hos-
pitallers of St. Johr of Jerusalem, now commonly
known as Knights of Malta.—(ZBurnes’ Hist., p. 73.)

It appears a reasonable supposition that an in-
corporation of the Order may have obtained in this
country, as well as in Scotland, where it cannot be
disputed, and this appears to have been the belief
of the present constitution of the Order-prior to the
cc’mior)l of statutes mnow in force.—(Burnes’ Hist.,
p. 63.

: 3. That cvery Initiate be rcceived into hoth
Orders as one,

4. That the dignities of the Order as distinguished
from the titles of its Officers, be Knights Grand
Cross, Knights Gommander, and Knights Com-
panion— (Stalules  of the  Scoth.  Templars,
p. 9. Vertof’s Kuights of Malta, small edition,
V. 5, . 241, and the present Order in Portugal and
lialy.)

5. That each country holding under the Grand
Conclave be constituted a Grand Priory, and be
governed by a Grand Prior,

6. That cach country or such other district as
may be assigned (now called a “Province”) be
constituted and called a ¢ Preceptory.’em(Sv¢
Letter hercwithy Mar, 28,1863, R, W, - -



592

The Freemason.

7. That thc present Provincial Grand Com-
manders be called “ Preceptors” during office.

8. That all installed Grand Priors and Precep-
tors with such other Knights Commandecrs as may
be distinguished by patent of the Grand Master be
Knights Grand Cross for life.—(Sec Lctter ficre-
with, Mar. 28,1863, R. W.)

9. That all “Eminent Commanders” be called
“ Commanders ” during office. .

10. That all installed Commanders be Knights
Gommanders for life.—{(See Letter, ROW.)

r1. That the jewel of a Knight Grand Cross be a
gold cross of eight points, two inches and-a-half
across, enamclled white, bearing on the centre a
cross patted,enamclled gules, and surmounted by the
Grand Master’s crown, worn round the neck, pen-
daut from a gold or gilt collar.—(Dwrnes’ I{ist.,
p. 5.

! 15::) That'the jewel of a Knight Commander be of
the same size and kind, worn round the neck pen-
dant from a scarlet ribbon edged with white,

13. That the jewel of a Knight Companion be of
the same kind, but measuring an inch and-a-half
across, or of smaller size if preferred, worn on the
left breast from a similar ribbon.

This appears to be only a restitution of the old
jewels as to Commanders and Companions. The
Provincial Grand Commanders appear to have
been distinguished by a gold patriarchial cross, but
the foregoing suggestions scem to give greater
uniformity and preserve the one form of jewel

14. That the star be worn only by Grand Crosses
and Commanders, and that it be of distinctive form
for each rank.

15. That the triple, double, and patriarchial cross
be used as heretofore, but only as badges of office
instead of as jewels of the Order, and be not worn
after expiration or resignation of office except on the
mantle,

16. That the hood of the mantle be lined with
silk of a distinctive colour. Tor a Grand Cross or
Grand Officer who is a Kunight Commander, of

“violet ; for a Knight Commander or Grand Officer
who is not a Knight Commander, of scarlet; and
for a Knight Companion, of whitc, .

17. That if any additional jewel be deemed desi-
rable in distinct perpetuation of the Order of Saint
John, it be a gold cross of eight points enamelled
white, surmounted by an Imperial Crown, and
worn on the left breast pendant from a black
ribbon.—(Zrom a History published about 1800. )

18. That the velvet belt and apron now in use be
discontinned, and a narrow sword belt substituted,
of black leather, with a silver clasp for Knights
wearing white hoods, and of red, with a gold clasp,
for Knights wearing violet or scarlet hoods,—
(Scotch Statutes, p. 22, . . .

19, That the term “baldrick” be discontinucd,
and “ribbon of investiture” substituted, and the
ribbon thereby restored to its original purpose.—
(Histery of 1800.) .

ao, ‘That a crosshilted sword be used, without
specifying or restricting any particular pattern,

21, "That right be reserved to present members of
the Order to wear all such jewels as they have been
heretofore entitled to wear,

It is thought that these suggestions need not in
any way interfere with the use of the Jewels of the
Grand Conclave, which were the handsome gift of
the late Grand Master, as they are essentially
Badges of Office, as distinguished from Jewels of
Rank in the grades of the Order.

These suggestions are offered on historic and
antiquarian grounds, in the belicf that they com-
prise alterations consistent with the regulations of
the ancient Orders, and they are earncstly and con-
fidently commended to the consideration of the
committee with the intent alonc that the modern
constitution shall be advanced and secured in
dignity and position,

Given under my hand in the Provincial Grand
Conclave of the 'rovince of Worcester, on the day
and year first before written.

(Signed) H. C. VERNON,
Provincial Grand Commandecr.

I have carefully perused the above, and feel so
pleased with the suggestions that 1 have laid them
before my Provincial Grand Conclave with an
carnest recommendation to the Sir Knights to give

“them their best support.

(Signed) Cnas, Jxu. VIGNE,
Prov. Gr, Comr., Dorsct,

13th Oct., 1802,

Instead of the ranks of the Order being thin-
ned as asserted, they have numerically increased,
the best test ol which is the greatly increasing
number of certificates issued from the Chancery
of the Order.

The members of the Order are invited
thoughtfully to consider those matters for them-
selves, in that spirit of moderation and fairness
which oily can promote the good of the Order.

22, Chancery-lane, London, W.C,

November, 1875,

Dec. 25, 1855,

“SINGULA QUAQUE LOCUM SORTITA
DECENTER.”

We have been requested to publish the follow-
ing report of a meeting called by circular, ad-
dressed “to thosc gentlemen who, as Ancient,
Free, and Accepted Masons under the Grand
Lodge of Ingland, signed a petition in July last,
dirccted to his Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales, as Grand Master of the Order in Eng-
land.”

The brethren who had petitioned the Grand
Lodge of England in July of this year for a war-
rant to be granted to English resident brethren
in Belgium, to form a Masonic Lodge under the
English Constitution, was called together on
Wednesday evening, the 3rd Nov., to receive the
official reply received.

Colonel Kemeys Tynte, P.P.G. M., the Master-
Elect of the English Lodge “in spe,” occupied
the chair. He stated in opening the procced-
ings of the evening that hc was exceedingly dis-
appointed in having to communicate to the
brethren the answer he had received from the
Grand Lodge, but that, as members of that illus-
trious body, the Free and Accepted Masons of
England, there remained but one course open,
and that was to obey the decrees of the govern-
ing body. He then proceeded to read the reply,
which was signed by Bro. John Hervey, Grand
Secretary. It was to the effect that previous to
the departure of his Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales for India, the petition of the brethren
had Deen laid before him, but that he regretted
he could not accede to their request, as his
doing so might be considered as an innovation
of a Forcign Masonic Jurisdiction, and a breach
of Masonic usage and eligiette.

Having read the communication, Colonel
Kemeys-Tynte invited any of the brethren
present who might wish to make some sugges-
tions or observations on the subject matter, to
do so.

Bro. W. C. A. Reettger, .M., and P.Z., the
Senior Warden-clect, then rosc, and expressed
his deep regret at what had been just commu-
nicated to the mecting. 1Te said he was the
more sorry as therc were several candidates who
would have been happy to be initiated into the
much-coveted mysteries of the Order, but who
were now lost to the Iraternity, as they were
only agrecable to take * that mystic step” under
the guarantee of a National Lodge, /¢, Grand
Lodge of England. 'There were a great many
inglish Drethren  resident in Belgium, who,
although they quite appreciated the objects
English Masons have in view, in common with
the TFraternity in Belgium, more especially
charity and brotherly love, they yet felt strangers
in the Lodges of this country, where, partly
through the imperfect knowledge of the lan-
guage, and partly through difference in Rite,
they did not feel at home, and consequently
very rarely visited Belgian Lodges.  Although
bowing to the decision of the Grand Lodge, he
said he trusted some means might be found
available to bring about the so much desired
object—the establishment of an English Lodge,
besides the already existing Lodges, which are
under the “Rite Kcossaise moderne,” for he
was quite certain there was ample room for
both.  Morcover, from his personal knowledge
of the dignitarizs of the Grand Orient of Bel-
gium, he was quite sure that they would be very
much pleased to sec an English Lodge exist in
Belgium, besides the already-established Belgian
Lodges.

Bro. Thumberston, P.ML, made similar re-
marks, and expressed a hope that the wishes of
the brethren might yet be crowned with success.

After various other obscrvations from the
Drethren present, all testifying to the great regret
felt about the polite, yet distinct refusal, and
agreeing in the course to be taken—-that is, im-
plicit obedience to the decrees of the Grand
Lodge to which they belong,

Bro. Reettger rose, and, in addressing Col.
T'ynte, and the other brethren, said—Right
Worshipful Sir and Brethren, it is now my pleas-
ing duty of returning to our Master-clect (the
gallant and Right Worshipful Drother Col.

Kemeys Tynte) our most heartfelt and sincere
thanks for the great interest and trouble he has
taken in aiding our united endeavours to bring
about the establishment of an English Lodge in
Brussels. That we have not succeeded, sir, is
not for want of interest on your part. Your
name alone, which may be almost looked upon
as a pass-word in Masonry, would have been
sufficient guarantee to have had our prayers
granted, had there been a possibility of this
being done by his Royal Highness the Grand
Master ; but, suffice it to say, Right Worshipful
Sir, that, although we have not been successful
in our most earnest endeavours, we are fully
sensible of the great and sincere interest and
support you have given to our petition. I am
exceedingly sorry, sir, that I have not that flow
of language at my command to cxpress all that
I—and I am certain my brethren feel—im-
pressed with the sentiments of gratitude. Be
assuved, however, Right Worshipful Brother,
that our sentiment and wishes are sincere.
May, then, the Great Architect of the Universe
permit you to sojourn a long time yet among us,
and to remain an ornament amongst the Rulers
of the Craft to which we all have the honour to
belong,

Colonel Kemeys Tynte tendercd his heartfelt
thanks to Bro. Reettger and the other brethren
for the kind sentiments expressed towards him.
He said he valued the words that had just been
spoken, all the more because he knew that they
were not meant as flattery, but proceeded from
a sincere desire of giving some appreciation to
the very trifling assistance he had rendered to
the movement. e begged in the meantime to
assure the Dbrethren present that, should there
be at any future time a chance of secing their
wishics as to the establishment of a Lodge, under
the English Constitution, realised, he would
come forward and do all in his power to further .
that object.

Bro. Col. Whitle then rose and tendered his
thanks to the Chairman on behalf of the absent
brethren. He said—Right Worshipful Sir and
Brother, I am commissioned by the absent
brethren to return to you, sir, their heartfelt
thanks for the efforts you have made to support
their prayer for a Craft Lodge to be held in
Brussels, and, on their behalf, to bow to the
dccision of the Grand Lodge of England. We
are well aware, as Bro. Reettger says, that, had
it been possible to grant our prayer, no name on
the time-honoured roll of Tree and Accepted
Masons could have carried greater weight than
yours, Right Worshipful Sir. It now devolves
upon me to ask you, sir, in the name of the
brethren who signed the petition, to accept from
my hands all the correspondence and docu-
ments relating to this our effort to establish an
English Lodge in Brussels, with the hope that
the Great Architect of the Universe may take
you and yours into llis keeping, until you are
translated to the Great Lodge above. “So

”

mote it be !

NiL DEsPERANDUM,—True hope is based en cnergy
of character. A\ strong mind always hopes, because 1t
knows the mutability of human affairs, and how slight a
circumsiance may change the whole course of events,
Such a spivil, too, vests ugon itself, and it is n t confined
to partial views or to one particalar ohject, and if at last
all should be lost, it has saved itself, its own integrity and
worth,  Hope awakens courage, while despondency is
the last of all evils; it is the abandonment of good, "the
giving up of the battle of life with dead nothingness.
He who can implant courage in the human soul is its hest
phy~ician,

Goop WINE NEEDS No Busa, — In the spring of
1874, a daily contemporary writing of “The General
Expenditure Assurance Company, says :—By a clever
and happily conceived arrangement, so simple and judi
cious that it is wonderful it was not thought of before,
the company is enabled tu assure the retwrn of all money
spent for the ordinary wants of life, At this festive
season, Lo all pafers, this information will be an addition
of ““ good cheer,” and we commend the pamphlet, brim-
ful of information, published by The General Fxpenditure
Assurance Company, obtainable at their several ofiices,
and Smith and Son’s Railway-bookstalls—to the notice
of heads of families and our readers generally,  From
the period above-named the company has rapidly ex-
tended its operations 3 the trade members are numbered
by thousands, and the success of the Coupon ‘Trading
System is now assured, In addition to the London
Offize, 8, Old Jewry, 1.C,, Branch Cffices are established
in Dublin, Liverpool, Newcastle, Brighton, and other
chief towns, DBro, the Hon, ¥, Walpole, M. P,, I, Grand
Master of Norfolk, is a trustec ofthe Company,
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OUR GRAND-MASTER ELEPHANT
HUNTING.

We are indebted to the ZZmes for the following
animated description of a day of hard work, and
no little risk +—

All Sunday night rain gathered in the roof of
our calico and bamboo dwellings. When Mon-
day morning dawned, the landscape was
shrouded in steaming vapour, but preparations
for the eleplant drive were actively begun. At
6 all were ready, and the Prince turned out in a
broad-brimmed solar topee, a dark shooting suit
and knickerbockers, and those necessary articles
called leech-gaiters, which are required to bafile
the efforts of the Ceylon lecches to suck travel-
lers dry. The jungle in which the elephants
were abiding was about seven miles from Ruan-
wella, and horses werc sent on to await the
party, and take them Dby a bridle-path to the
Krael.

Lord Aylesford, Dr. Fayrer, Lord. C, Beres-
ford, Mr.  Hall, Mr. Fisher, and Mr. Varian went
ahead in a mail coach. The Prince, with Lord
Suffield and Major-General Probyn, escorted Ly
two Lancers of the Governor's Body Guard,
followed in a carriage.  Mr. Birch, Mr. Fitz-
George, Licutenant Thackwell, and I closed the
rear. We drove through a wooded country,
sparsely peopled, in which the view was shut in
by walls of dense forests. Men and children
flocked to the roadside to see the corZige pass,
but women were not visible once.  On the main
road the people were more numerous. At §
our carriage pulled up at a small village, called,
I believe, Algeda, where scveral hundred Cin-
galese were congregated.  ‘Fwo or three saddle-
horses were standing by the roadside.  “ Where
is the Prince ?” exclaimed Mr. Birch. ¢ He has
gone,” was thereply.  Mr. Birch was in despair,
Lieutenant Thackwell mounted and rode after
him. Mr. Campbell, of the Police, galloped
off, and AMr. Varian set out on foot, but the
Prince reached the ferry at Avisawella, ncarly
three miles, before he was overtaken and brought
back to the place which had been overshot so
unaccountably. There was a chance that the
delay would have proved very injurious, for the
beaters had begun to drive nearly two hours
before the Prince was at his post.  Mcanwhile
Mr. Fitz-George and I resolved to walk to the
rendezvous. A path, deep-trodden by many
feet, led by the side of a clear stream through
the forest, but the impressions of solitude were
dissipated by the appearance of police sentries
guarding the path.  After proceeding half a
mile we came to some bamboo huts and the
embers of watch-fires.  There we found some
huts, in which bread, eggs, and fruit were on sale.
Besides elephants, some thousand men had
been engaged for more than a fortnight mak-
ing the road, waiching and constructing the
Kraal. We then passed two barriers guarded
by police, and finally arrived at a raised plat-
form, on which we found Lord Aylesford, Dr.
Fayrer, and others, awaiting the arrival of the
Prince. The platform was, in fact, a grand
stand, from which we looked down on a
stockade. Outside, running across the jungle
from the valley, up the hillside, was a kind of
net, into which, when it was opened, the
Dbeaters could drive the elephants after they had
been forced past the high rock on which the
Prince was to be placed. In the jungle at the
other side of the stockade, trees, crecpers, and
bamboos were so thick that 20 or 3o yards off
the stockade could hardly be seen. Beyond
was the impenetrable forest gloom.

At g the Prince arrived, but the yells of the
heaters had been audible some time before. We
proceeded at once to the Prince’s stand inside
the forest, and, attended, by Lord C. Beresford,
Mr. Tisher, and Mr. Varian, noted the shots,
Mr. Hall was placed within sight on a similar
stand in a trce. No one else was allowed in-
side. What followed may be told shortly,
though it lasted for a long time.  In the jungle
were two herds, one an old tusker, charged with
the death at different times of four Kuropean
sportsmen and of many cattle, with three females,
kept apart from another herd of seven elephants,

When the beaters came up the latter put them-
selves under a leader whose courage and cool-
ness were only equalled by his sagacity and
strategical skill. The animal not only refused
to be driven in the direction wished for, but,
charging the line of beaters at the head of his
column, he broke through them again and again,
driving them up trees for shelter, and compara-
tively spoiling the sport. So hour after hour
passed.  “ One herd,” cry out the beaters, “is
coming nearer’—ijust as in a deer drive in the
Highlands ; and every eye was strained to
prerce the' forest depths where bamboos and
young trees cracked like pistol shots beneath
the tramping of hoofs. Every ear listened for
the report of the Prince’s rifle, as they must be
close to the Prince. The platform was deserted,
and every one crossed to the Kraal armed with
bamboos to thrust through the interstices and
drive back the elephants. The Natives were
expectant, but silent, the old chief who directed
the proceedings walking to and fro in a state of
great agitation.  Suddenly the cries of the
beaters ceased, and the crashing and snapping
noise in the jungle receded. The tusker had
broken through. ~ 11, 12, 1 o'clock came and
went, still no shot was fired. Thrice the Prince
caught a glimpse of a ridge like the top of a
loaf of brown bread moving swiftly through the
jungle. A suspicion arose that the Chief was
Playing falsely. He was to have whatever cle-
phants could be kraaled, and if the Prince fired
there was small chance of driving them outwards
to the enclosure; so it was supposed he had
given secret orders to dodge the Prince’s stand
1t possible, and he was told that if the Prince
did not get a shot the Kraal would be destroyed
that night. Perhaps he was wronged.

About 2 o'clock, when the Prince had been
five hours on the stand, a report came that the
old tusker and the three ladies he was guarding
$o devotedly had separated from the herd of
seven, and had escaped clean away through the
beaters into the forest. Before the tusker got
away Lord-Suffield sent to the Prince for leave
to go and shoot him when he was reported to be
close, but the Prince thought it would be best
to wait, so he got off without being shot at.
‘ven then several of the awnimals were wn-
manageable.  In vain the beaters yelled like de-
mons ; they were charged, routed, and obliged
to run up the hill and descend in rear of the
herd, and begin again. At last it was resolved
to apply the ordeal of fire which elephants so
much dread, and dried timbers were piled up in
a line to windward. Mr. Fisher and Mr. Varian
marshalled the beaters once more, and permis-
slon was given to firc on the clephants in the
rear 16 urge them on. Presently a couple of
shots were heard, the branches shook, trees were
crushed. On rushed an clephant, like some
great rock tearing down a hillside, to within 20
yards of the Prince, who fired and hit Lim in
the head, but he went on and was lost. At this
moment up came Mr. Fisher, and said, * Sir,
if you will come with me I can get you a shot,
I have wounded an clephant, and think you can
kill him.” T.ord Sufficld, hearing the Prince
fire, joined him just as he set out creeping
through the dense jungle, with Mr. Fisher and
Mr. Varian on cach side in front, and Lord
C. Beresford, Mr. Robertson, and Mr. Hall in
the rear.  Hats were lost and clothes torn, the
heat was great, and it was impossible to see two
yards ahead. Suddenly a small elephant which
had been wounded was discovered.  The Prince
fired cooly at him, and the elephant dropped
and lay as if dead. ~ Mr. Hall stopped to take a
sketch, but the clephant began to move, and
then to kick, and finally to get on his legs,
whereupon Mr. Hall, doubting whether with a
lead pencil he could challenge an encounter,
sought safety in temporary flight.  The native
heaters got up the trees. Mr. Fisher and Mr.
Varian became uncasy and alarmed, for cle-
phants were heard close at hand, but they could
not be scen. At any moment an elephant,
driven mad by passion, might rush out upon
the Prince where evasion and escape were hope-
less, for in such a dense jungle no man could do
more than creep.  Lord Suflicld and Mr. Ro-
Lertson were astonished at the agitation evinced

by the practised hunters, but the Prince’s aim
was as steady as it he were out pheasant shoot-
ing. All at once Mr. Fisher perceived an ele-
phant as if in the very act of charging not ten
yards off. The Prince fired and struck it in
the side of the head, and it disappeared in the
jungle. In a few minutes more an elephant was
secn by the side of the inlet, where the bush was
not so dense. The Prince fired, and the great
beast fell over on its side and lay dead in a
a stream, where it damumed up the waters. The
Cingalese and Furopeans dashed into the stream,
and the Prince cut off the tail of the animal
according to custom, and the crowd cheered
again and again as the Prince was seen standing
on the prostrate body.

It was getting dark and quite time to get out
of the jungle. The Prince, wet, streaming with
perspiration, his clothes torn, returned, amid
continued cheering, to the road side, where car-
riages were waiting to take him to Avisawella.
As soon as his back was turned the Cingalese
cut off pieces of the ear of the elephant as
trophies. So far the day had ended well.- Seven
hours of patient waiting had been rewarded,
but when the Prince arrived at Hanvele, where
Governor Gregory and others were waiting to
receive him, having come down the river by
boat, he dismayed them by laughingly nar-
rating how he had been upset on his way. Lord
Aylesford was on the box beside the driver.
Gencral Probyn, Lord C. Beresford, and Mr.
FitzGeorge were inside with the Prince. At
the corner of a small bridge, where there was
a small deep ditch, the carriage went right over,
flinging the occupants or. cach other. The ve-
hicle was broken, but no one was hurt, and
there was a hearty laugh at the misadventure.

A MASONIC BALL AT GEORGETOWN
BRITISH GUIANA.

The Ball given by the Union Lodge of Frce
masons, in the Assembly Rooms on the 19th
Navember, was, as Mr. Longden characterised it, in
replying to the toast of “The Governor,” *superh
and magnificent.  As the Masons of the Union
Lodge had on several previous well-remembered
occasions, given substantial proofs of their possess-
ing amongst their other secrets, the secret of giving
a brilliant and successful ball, the present party,
from the time it was announced, was looked forward
to with cager interest by those who had had the
good fortunc to receive an invitation, and there
was much spcculation as to whethet the present
would surpass in excellence theball given in 1871,
which, after a lapse of four years, still maintained
its position in the popular estimation, as the best
ball ever given here. It required a very short
survey of the hall to convince the hundreds of
guests present, that the former entertainment would
have to rank second to its successor. The deco-
ration of the hall had been left to Bro, C. B. Hamil-
ton, J.W., and Bro. F. A. S. Lambert, I.G., and the
admirable sclection of the general style of deco-
ration, together with the exquisite taste displayed
in carrying out the details, received unqualified
praisec.  The deccorations were very fully and
correctly described by a contemporary in a para-
aragh, which we take the liberty of making usc of
here, with some slight alterations and addenda :—
The staircase was decorated with palm leaves and
plants in ornamental pots, and spanned by arches
of evergreens, relicved by bouquets of flowers, The
sweep from the head of the staircase to the entrance
of the ball-room was draped with bluc apd white,
with the monogram of the Lodge, tastefylly deco-
rated with flowers on cither hand, The western
end of the room presented to view ten pillars,
representing the five orders of architecture in
duplicate, supporting a screen, the space between
the pillars hung with massive folds of many
coloured and rich-looking drapery. In the centre,
and immediately in front of this scrcen, was the
throne of the Master of the Lodge, which stood on
an clevated dais covered with blue and white cloth
and flanked on cach side with two minor platforms
covered with crimson, the whole extending across
the entire breadth of the room. In front of the
dais stood two noble looking columns capped
respectively with a terrestrial and celestial globe,
and which on other occasions, we understand,
form part of the furniture of the Lodge., 'The arches
between the pillars which support the roof on cither
side were festooned with blue and white, the apex
of cach being picked out with a Masonic ecmblem.
On the pillars, hung alternately the banners of the
Knights Templar and others bearing Masonic
devices, These pillars also bore ornaments of blue
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and white drapery, which covered the stems of
bunches of flowers disposed around them. The
castern end of the room, in front of the orchestra,
was draped with white and crimson, and bore
monograms containing combinations of initials
appropriate to the occasion. The centrepicce
consisted of a trophy of flags, surrounding the
Prince of Wales’ plumes, resting on a handsomely
gilded star. A large quantity of rare and beautiful
plants imparted to this end of the room a garden-
like and dclightfully cool and refreshing appear-
ance. The sides of the room above the arches
were covered with Masonic devices florally deco-
rated and the roof was studded with silver stars
arranged lo represent scveral of the best known
constellations, ‘The appearance of the well-lighted
and brilliantly decorated room, enlivened with the
moving fizurcs of gaily dressed ladies and jewel
bedecked Masons was dazzling beyond description.

The guests were received by the Worshipful
Master Jacobs scated on his throne, wearing the
regalia of office, and supported on his right by
Senior Warden Van Eeden and on his left by
Junior Warden Hamilton. Immediately after the
arrival of his Exccllency and Mrs, Longden, the
first quadrille was arranged, and from that time till
fiveo’clock the following morningthe floor was alive
with the dancers’ busy feet. In the opening quad-
rille the Masons of the Blue Lodge formed two
sets at the head or eastern end of the hall ; the
“ Master’s” quadrille was made up as follows :—

Worshipful Master jacobs «...ese0.. Mrs, Longden -
The Governor «eeeee.... sesseesses Miss Jacobs
Senior Warden Van Eeden...caaese. Miss Klien
Junior Warden Hamilton....coeve oo Mrs. Van Eeden
Worshipful Past Master Imlach...... Mrs, Jeffrey

Senior Deacon McGowan ........eee.... Mrs. Phillips
Worshipful Master Bracker, Concordia
Lodge, Surinam ........... eeeewn. Mrs, McGowan

Inner Guard Lambert (.ee.ooiiviiee oo Mrs. Luckie,

There were four Masonic quadrilleson the pro-
prame. The first was that of the Blue Lodge ; the
second, No. 5 on the programe, the Royal Arch;
the third, No. 11 on the programme, the Knight
Templars ; and thefourth, No. 18 the Rosicrucians.
When the programme was half gone through, the
company formed a procession, and—The Worship-
ful Master and His Excellency the Governor
leading the way, marched to the fine old tune of
“The Roast Beef of Old England,” to the supper
tables which were spread in the shape of an im-
mense horse shoe in the Billiard Room downstairs,
a tﬁw snug side tables being placed on the southern
gallery.

After a due time spent in recruiting exhausted
nature, the Worshipful Master roseand gave as the
first toast “'The Qucen, Patroness of the Craft.”?
The next toast was “The Prince of Wales the
Worshipful Grand Master of Great Britain,” 1In
proposing this toast, the Worshipful Master said—
“ Masonry is not only one of the oldest but one of
the most honourable of instituticns, as it has exist-
cd from time immemorial, and it tends to make
all who strictly adbere to its precepts upright and
truthful ; and to so high an eminence has its credit
becn advanced, that in all ages monarchsthemselves
have been promoters of the craft, have not thought
it derogatory to their dignity to exchange the
sceptre for the trowel, partaken of our mysteries,
and joined in ourassemblies, And we have what [
am stating to you gloriously exemplified in our
preseat Worshipful Grand Master ; for what greater
honour could any institution desire, or where is the
other that can boast of so high a distinction as
having the heir to onc of the greatest kingdoms,
as their ruler and guide.  In the speech of our
\W.G. M. which he gave on the day of his installa-
tion in presence of some 7,000 or 8,000 Masons, he
then said that he considered that the greatesthonour
which could beconferred on him had heen conferred
on him in placing him in the chair, and I would
ask you if that is not sufficient to satisfy the pride
of any mecmber of the Craft And to display our
loyalty and our delight we are giving this ball in
honour of so great an event. I know that the
Brethren will join me heartily in this toast, but I
would also urge upon them to perform  their dutics
as Masons with fidelity and zcal, and so lessen the
arduous duties of our W.G.M.  Your Exccllency,
Ladics and Gentlemen, Brethren of the craft, I give
you the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Great
Britain His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.”

The toast was most enthusiastically reccived,
and after the uninitiated had expended their un-
tutored cheers, the Worshipful Master called on all
Masons prescnt to receive the toast with “Grand

Honours” the time to be taken from W.P.M.

Imlach. The * Grand Honours” were a surprise
to most of the guests, and the solemn, regular, and
rhymthical clapping of hands created quite a
sensation,

The third toast, “The Grand Officers of Great
Dritain,” wasreceived by the Masons with “ Honours
in the fivst Degree)”

The fourth toast was “The CGovernor,”
Worshipful Master on proposing it said:—

The

l

We have, like good and loyal subjects duly hon-
oured the National Toast, and I have now much
gratification in proposing the health of Governor
Longden. I:is an casy malter, gentlemen, to geta
hearty response to a toast like this, for no eulogium
of mine could increasc the regardand respect which
His Excellency, since his arrival among us, has won
from all classes of society. The position of the
Governor of a British Colony is not a bed of roses.
John Bull is a great grumbler, and I take you all
to witness that his children in this Colony bear him
a strong family likeness in this respect, but in spite
of our disposition to make ourselves happy by being
dissatisfied, we must all confess that under the rule
of our present Gavernor, we have had little oppor-
tunity to indulge in our favouritepastime. ;Through
the exercise of his encrgy, ability, and kindness, he
has given evidence of his desire to do everything
in his power to promote the welfare of the Colony,
and it is for us to acknowledge our appreciation of
his zeal and discretion, and to express the wish
which is general amongst us, that the remaining
portion of Governor Longden’s regime here may
be as happy and prosperous as that already past,
and that when the time comes for him to depart
from our shores, it will be to assume even a higher
and more exalted position in her Majesty’s service.

The toast was most loyally received and the Gov-
ernor in returning thanks, after alluding to the
magnificence of the entertainment and the grandeur
of the hospitality shown the guests, remarked on
the kind and friendly reception he had always met
with in every part of the Colony he had visited.
He finished his remarks by some complimentary
comments on the order of Freemasonry, and on the
conduct of the Brethren, and sat downamid much
applause.

In proposing the next toast “ Mrs. Longden,”
the Worshipful Master spoke as follows :

Perhaps you fancy you received the last toast
with as much enthusiasm as you could possibly dis-
play, but I think you will receive the present toast
with even greater warmth and louder cheers. The
last toast was the Governor ; this oneis his partner
in life—Mrs. Longden. The influence ofa Gover-
nor of this Colony in political and official matters
is almost unbounded, but great as it is, it is quite
cequatled by the influence his wife can bring to bear
on social circles ; so powerful and valuable can
this become, that a Governor without a wife maybe
regarded as only half a Governor, the better half of
him being wanting, and in the opinion of many
persons, especially ladies, Her Majesty the Queen
should carefully exclude such incomplete creatures
as Bachelors from Colonial Governorships,
However, at the present moment, we have every
reason to be satisfied with our Governor’s qualifica-
tions in this respect. The lady who presides at
Government House is the life and soul of local
saciety, and her cheerful drawing-room is the great
centre of attraction whcere both young and old
always meet with a courtecous and friendly recep-
tion. As a community we owe a great deal to her
exertions to relieve the monotony of our existence ;
her well-carned popularity is certain to go on in-
creasing as long as she remains in her present hon-
oured position, and we shall always remember and
look back upon the days of her Government with
a keen and lively pleasure.

The Governor returned thanks for Mrs, Longden,
and amidst cheers from the gentlemen and gratified
smiles from the ladies, admitted his good fortunein
having had since the Queen had been pleased to
entrust him with the charge of one of her colonies,
the companionship of onc so valuable to him in the
social dutics of his position. He thanked the com-
pany warmly for the complimentary manner in
which they had received the toast.

The next toast was “The Concordia Lodge,
Surinam,” in proposing which, the Worshipful
Master spake of the hospitality dispensed by that
Lodge to the Demerara Brethren on a recent occa-
sion, DBrother Barnett in behalf of W. M. Bracker,
who docs not spcak Lnglish with much fluency, re-
turned thanks in a neat speech for the honour that
had just been done their Lodge.

The last toast on the list was “The Ladics,”
which, the Worshipful Master introduced with
some humourous remarks, describing a wife’s im-
portunity to arrive at her husband’s Masons’ Sccret,
After detailing the interesting domestic colloquics,
he procceded. “ We Masons are often upbraided
with ungallant conduct, because we do not receive
the fair sex into our Craft, but although the severe
and rigid rules of our Order deny us the co-opera-
tion of our dear sisters there is no saying what may
come to pass in course of time. Ladies are mak-
ing headway in every direction, they arc taking
degrees in medicine, as well as in law, and by and
bye it is just possible theymay be taking degreesin
Freemasonry : and on some future occasion when
the Lodge are entertaining their friends, there may
probably be a Worshipful Mistress in the chair,
and amongst the guests an honourable Attorney-
Generaless, and a talented and fashionable Crown
Solicitress. How I envy his Excellency the plea-

sant task he will bave of presenting some fair and
gushing applicant to a comfortable medical or legal
appointment ! These will be happy times for
Masons, when they come round ; we shall then be
ableto take to the Lodge our daughters, our wives
and those who are notour wives—just yet. But the
contemplation of so much happiness 1 can sce s
making some of the younger Brethren envious of
the rising generation, so I shall not harass their
tender feclings any longer but ask you to join me
in the toast—The Ladies.

Immediatly after this toast, which was received
with unbounded enthusiasm, the company returned
to the Ball Room.

To satisfy the curious in such matters we annex
here the copy of the Dance Programme, addin
the names of the music selected. The ball
was opened by the Militia Band under Mr. Fricke ;
the second dance was played by the band of the 1st
West, under Mr. Kershaw, and the two bands took
the dances alternately to the end of the programme,
doing their respective leaders very much credit :—

PROGRAMME :

I, Quadrille.sooiirenianss .. La Fille 4’ Madame Angot
2. Valse ... o veeeres Hydropaten.

3. Lancers .........cc...oo.... Somebody’s Luggage.
4. Galop .e.iicinnennennn.a..n Violet,

5. Quadrille ...... ...Chickamanga.

6. .+ Sylvto,

7 .

8. Galop weveenininnniniie, «Sluttgarlel Keenig,

9. Quadrille ceveveiiiienes s . Imperial,

10. Valse

11. Quadrille ...

12. Polka ceersss os o Glaocken,

13. Galop ...ceeveevaevevenn. JHit or Miss,
14. Lancers ... vevesens Varsity.

15. Valse ..... +... Blue Danube.
16. Quadrille .........evuiueu o Imperial.

17. Galop .........eevrveunu,.. Relter,

18, Quadrille ......
19. Schottisch
23, Valse ....Geraldine,

21, Galop .evvivvenninnnn. «v+.Flick and Flock.
22, Lancers seeeveseese....German Lancers.
23. Valse ..veeeeeniiennnne Armoret,

24, Galop ........ccciveeeesen s s Always Joyful,

.+ .. La Pinole.
Highland.

CHRISTMAS MORNING,

Now merry bells | and Christmas chimes !
Awaken thoughts of happy times, '
And joys long run away.

And by our thoughts of those old bells,
A momentary cloud dispels
Some brightness of to-day.

For Christmas Day, and Christmas cheer,
Are wont to rouse sad thoughts cach year,
Even with hearty friends.

But hearty friends, and hearty fare,
And hearty homes with love to share,
Are joys Old Christmas sends,

And Faith, and Hope, and happy decd,
And kindliness of heart proceed
From Christmas, every year,

And Charity ! that always lends
Such beaming aid to make amends
For dull or stormy days,

Shall help us to unite The Three—
Our Faith ! and Hope ! and Charity !-—
With Peace !— which Christmas sends.

Bro. G. TIDCOMBE, Jun.

MASONIC OBITUARY FOR 1873,

The deaths of the following Brethren have been
recorded in our columns during the past year :—

Bros. S. B. King; E. Collingwood; Capt. W,
H. Lec; J. Higgin; Llewellyn Evans, late Presi-
dent of the Board of General Purposes; Serj.-Major
Dycr; F. M. Cowley; Wm. Ibbetson ; I, Silli-
fant ; J. Pout ; C. Oldroyd; J. Peacc; J. Joncs;
D, J. 1l R. Limpus ; G. Pymm ; E, G. Wil-
loughby ; I, Robinson Hood ; J. Holmes Fudge;
J. W. Reed ; W. A. Musgrave ; W. Goodyer ; Rev.
A, Holmes ; D. W. Savage; Capt, Bridges ; Ben-
jamin Taylor ; \WWm. Dobson; Dr. Shannon ; J.
Holland ; C. T. Walmisley ; W. Robertson ; Geo.
Stuttard ; ‘I. Haworth ; A, W, O’Neil ; R, Bat-
tersby ; J. S. Redfern ; S, P, Brabner; W. Bulley ;
Battersby ; Townsend ; D. Brandwood ; E. H.
Finney, jun. ; G. Jones ; W. H. Gresham ; H. W,
Nicholson ; Capt. C. Loverdo; 1. Mitchell ; A.
A, Shapland ; J. Freeman ; Alderman Paterson ;
The Grand Prior, Order of Malta; D. D, Beck ;
J. Savage, P.G.D.; ]. Franklin; J. Chambers;
T. Routledge.

Bro. the Farl of Shrewsbury has (ixed Wednesday, the
16th of February, for the annual dinner of the British
Orphan Asylum, to be held at the London Tavern,

ﬁ—
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THE SENTENCE ON THE FREE-

MASONS AT PORTO RICO.
Tt scems that on the 22nd of April last, sixteen
Freemansons received from ¢ Mr. le Dr. Don
Jose Conrado Hernandez, Judge of * Premicre
Instance” at Porto Rico, a sentence of imprison-
ment for two years, and perpetual loss of all
civil rights.”

The names of the Brethren so sentenced are
as follows:—Don Jose de C. Balzac, D.
Francois-Marie Quinones, D. Manuel Rodugnez,
D. Juan, D. Francois aund D }\Irmuel Ar_)ton-
georgi, D. Antoine Frarcioni, 1. Michel
Ramirez, D. Antoine Ramirez, D. Antoine
Riviera, D. Antoine Lebron, D. Ezia Fabiany,
D. Pompie Bellony, and the Dr. Ange Franco.
They were accused of being members of an
illegal secret society, of not havisg a permit to
be so assembled, of having arms without a
licence, and also of the fact of being Masons,
forbidden by the Article 210 of the Penal Code,
and on these four charges were sentenced,
as before stated.

‘When they were arrested by the Civic Guard,
under a certain Brigadier Torres Navarro, and
Sous-Brigadier, Antoine Vara, they were
supposed by the guard to be secret gamblers, so
they assert ; but finding that they were Masons,
they at once took possession of the furniture,
arms, books, as well as their persons.

The Freemasons asserted that they had a
licence to meet, signed by the Alcalde of
Sabana Grande.

The Government prosecutor states that this
statement is untrue, and that if they had any
permisssion, it was only one to Bro. C. Balzac,
to entertain his friends at supper.

The Lodge was held in Bro. C. Balzac’s
house.

With regard to the arms seized—two cutlasses,
two sabres, a revolver, and a double-barrelled
gun—it appears that no licence for the same
was produced. Under these circumstances,
the rigorous sentence was pronounced,
against which an appeal was made by the
Masons ; but, so far, we do not know with what
effect. Now we cannot, according to our known
principles, approve of Brethren meeting illicitly
or surreptitiously any where *contratecges.”
and we feel that both as regards unto that
point, and the want of an arms licence—we have
nothing to say.  But we certainly may, and
must protest against any law in any country,
which makes Freemasonry a crime, and Free-
masons criminals, simply as such—though if
such a law exist—until it be repealed, Free-
masons are bound, we hold, to obey it. For
we emphatically deny that Freemasonry is either
a political fraternity, or a secret revolutionary
association ; and we affirm that its aim is goad,
and its principles most loyal. We deeply regret
that any State can be so stigmatize a beneficient,
an honourable, an orderly, and charitable society
like that of ¥reemasonry. And we can only
hope that in the progress of civilization and
the devclopement of more liberal (in a good
sense) and tolerant views, such penal enact-
ments and such hostile theories may be among
the things of the past.

But until that happier epoch arrives, Free-
masons are bound to obey the laws of the
country where they live pro tempore, or which
is their Mother Land, or which gives them its
privileges as traders, or affords them its pro-
tection as peaccable citizens,

While, then, we deeply deplore the fate and
the sentence of our Brethren at Port Rico, we
regret that a manifest error of judgment, and
perhaps some emotions of Masonic zeal not
tempered with discretion, should have led them
to contravene these municipal regulations as
those general laws, which, as true Freemasons
and good patriots. they were ail equally bound
to comply with, and bear in mind.

Two brothers, D. Francois Serra, and Dr.
Francois Yanque have been acquitted, and set
at liberty, and we hope that the same happy
lot may befall our brethren, if the Court of
Appeal confirms the sentence of the ¥ Premiere
Instance” on a proper appeal to the authoritics,
and an honest recogunition of the binding nature

of the laws of the land, and of the infraction
committed by themselves.

We feel that we are bound to say this much—
since as Freemasons, we in Anglo-Saxon
Masonry especially, ever avow respect to lawful
authority, and complete deference and cheerful
obedience to the enactments of the supreme
Legislature, wherever we ourselves are to be
found in any quarter of the world.

We have taken this precis of- the case,
leaving out a large number of the reasons
of the sentence, which, in our opinion, are not
material to the matter, from the * Monde
Maconnigque,” of November.

ROMAN CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE AND
DLESECRATION OF THE DEAD,

The accompanying narrative will in all proba-
bility prove of melancholy interest to many of your
readers, as it shows the amount of intolerance still
existing in Chili :—

A little more than a month ago there died at
Serena, Bro. James Wallace, son of Mr., Samuel
Wallace, of that city ; the deceased being a Pro-
testant was buried at Guayacan ; the body had to
be conveyed by rail, and as the station is some
distance from the city a hearse had to be procured ;
application was made in the proper quarter for hire
of same, but the request was only granted after
considerable delay, the ecclesiastical authorities
being quite indisposed to permit the use of it ; the
body, however, at last reached Guayacan cemetery,
where, after the usual religious ceremonies, it was
interred with some simple Masonic rites, the de-
ceased brother being a member, and, I believe, one
of the founders of the Sevena Lodge. I may here
mention that this Lodge was always held under
circumstances of the greatest difficulty and danger,
for La Sarena is notorious as being the hotbed of
Roman Catholicism and the point from which
many denunciations of the most vindictive character

ave lately issued against Masonry and its sym-
pathisers.

However, to proceed, on the 21st of October,
some boys playing in or about the cemetery, found
a plate bearing the namc of Jas. Wallace, and on
examination his grave was found open, the corpse
exposed and mutilated ; on the adove wall, imme-
diately opposite the grave, was found deeply cut
a cross, thus showing that some muttered threats
which had bheen heard at the funeral had been
carried into effect. The body was immediately
removed and sent to Valparaiso (196 miles) for in-
terment, 1t may now be remarked that the spirit
of intolerance which refuses to allow the ashes of
those who in life professed difterent beliefs, to com-
mingle together in one God’s common acre is bad

_enough, but the fanaticism which prompts to the

desccravion of the dead is infinitely worse. It is,
however, some consolation to know that there is no
surer sign that fanaticism and bigotry are being
driven from their ancient strongholds, than when,
in despair, they seek to regain power by profaning
the ashes of the dead.

The desccration of our deccased brother’s re-
mains will be, in all probability, the death-knell of
bigotry and priesteraft in Serena, for since that
occurrence Masonry has reccived such a large ac-
cession of members sz Sercna as must, before long,
work out many great and salutary changes in that
part of the country, Lvery cffort is being made—
as may be supposed—Dby the priests to shicld their
dastardly agents, But a 1eward of 500 dols, has
been offered, and it is to be hoped that a just
punishment for their cowardly and barbarous act
will soon be meted out to the perpetrators. Nothing
short of this will satisfy public opinion, the affair
having called forth expressions of the deepest in-
dignation throughout the coast of South America,

Mr, Samuel Wallace, the father of Bro. James
Wallace, has since died @7y suddenly, it is said
from the effects of the shock caused Dy the occur-
rence mentioned.

La Screna is close to Coquembo, a well-known
port, 196 miles north of Valparaiso, and is the scat
of a Roman Catholic Bishop. Guayacan is a mile
or two south of Coquembo. T.W.P.

THE ALEXANDRA PALACE,
Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the
weather, there was a numerous attendance at the
Alexandra Palace on Saturday, 11th inst., to hear
the second performance of “ Esther,” It is simply
marvellous that this oratorio has been heard only
twicc, in its entirety, since its great composer’s
death ; we trust, however, that crc long “ Esther ”
will become almost, if not quite, as popular as the
“ Messiah” and other works from the pen of the
illustrious Handel. The performance from the
commencement to the end was most satisfactory.

Madame Nouver proved an exccllent substitute for
Madame Blanche Cole, who was unable to attend
through indisposition. Mr. Vernon Rigby being
again absent from the samc cause, his place was
supplied most efficiently by Mr. W. Shakspeare,
Madame Nouver was especially successful in
“ Praise the Lord,” “Tears assist me,” and in the
lovely duett, “Who calls my parting soul ?” with
Mr. Shakspearc ; she also gave “ Flattering tongue
no more 1 hear thee” with great dramatic effect,
Madlle. Enriquez’s exquisite rendering of the pa-
thetic air, “ O Jordan, Jordan, sacred tide,” must
not pass unnoticed ; she was also equally effective
in the “lnvocation” immediately preceding the
chorus “ He comes to cnd our woes.,” Mr., Shak-
speare was exceptionally good in “ Who dares in-
trude into our presence?” and in Haman’s song
“ Dread not, righteous queen, the danger ;7 but he
deserves special praise for his expressive rendering
of the lovely air, “ O beauteous queen, unclose
those eyes.” Mr, Wadmore obtained an encore in
the recitative “ Turn not, O queen ;” he also gave
with much feeling, “How art thou fallen,” Mr,
Howell sang with great expression, but his
voice did not appear sufficiently powerful for so
large a Hall ; we imagine those at the extreme end
of the hall would have great difficulty in hearing
him. The choruses, “Ye sons of Isracl mourn,”
and “ He comes to end our woes,” were given with
remarkable effect, while the magnificent final chorus,
with solo, * The Lord our enemy hath slain,” was
almost beyond criticism. The orchestral accom-
paniments were admirably played, Mr, Weist-Hill
conducting with his accustomed ability. We can-
not lose this opportunity of publicly expressing our
intense disapprobation at the thoughtlessness and
bad taste evinced by those persons who persist in
leaving their secats during the performance, and
thereby causing extreme annoyance to the musical
portion of the audience, who wish to listen undistur-
bed to the whole of the oratorio ; this practice seems
to be considered quitear faifamongst a certain class
at the Alexandra Palace; such a procecding would
not be tolerated at Exeter Hall, nor even at the
Crystal Palace to the same extent, and we can sece
no reason why it should be permitted in one case
more than another, There is ample opportunity
afforded thosc desirous of leaving before the end
to do so between the picces or during the interval,
The practice we so strongly deprecate is most un-
complimentary to the artistes who take part in the
performance, and surely the smallest tribute we can
offer to the memory of those who have bequeathed
us the gems of their immortal genius is that of
listening to the same with silent and respectful
attention, We earnestly trust that this slight re-
proof will produce the desired effect, and that in
future neither Mr, Weist-Hill nor anyone else will
be disturbed in a similar manner,

Busonic Fofes Y Qeties,

———i

I have been startled not a little to read a letter
signed by “ W, M.” respecting his Lodge holding a
Charter from the Grand Lodge of All England !
and that the members thereof have the privilege ot
wearing a jewel by virtue of such Charter, con-
firmed at the Union of 1813, There surely must
be a mistake in these statements by “ W, M.,” for
there was not a single lodge in existence, under the
authority of the Grand Lodge of All England, held
at York, to take place at the Union of 1813, the
lodges uniting being those under the Grand Lodge
of Iingland (** Moderns”), and the Grand Lodge,
according to the old Constitutions (*Ancients”)
respectively, under the Grand Mastership of H.R.H.,
the Duke of Sussex, and H,R.H, the Duke of
Kent, Wil “\W.M.” kindly inform us of the
character of the jewel mentioned, and the name
and number of his lodge, so that we might investi-
gate the matter, and prove that the assertions are
incorrect or otherwise.

WILLIAM JAMES HUGHAN,
Author of “Memorials of the Masonic
Union of 1813.

Eflis and White, of 29, New Bond-street, have a
copy of Caxton’s Polycroncean for sale, of 1842
(circa) £210.  Would it not be well to sccure this
for onc of our Masonic Libraries, or for the Grand
Lodge Library? Its value is very great indeed,
and ‘was, in our opinion, the basis of the major
portion of the historical reproductions to our old
charges from 14th century, the chronicle having
previously existed in MS. from ecarly in the 14th
century, apparently being the work of one Roger,
Monk of St. Werberg, in Chester, amplified by
Ralph Higden of the same monastery, who died
prior to 1360, of which several copies are still
extant in MS, In 13871t was translated by Trevisa
into English, and was revised abouat a’ hundred
years later by Caxton, which he finished on July
22nd, 1842, and printed soon after, The above ig
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onc of many very curious and valuable for sale by
thesc noted firm of antiquarian booksellers, and if
a copy could be made of such a work for publica-
tion in the “ Freemason ” or “ Masonic Magazine,”
it would gladden the hcarts of many Masonic
students now prevented owning such from the high
price. :
WiILLIAM JAMES HUGHANW.

@areespopdenee.
{ Continned.)

THE CHINESE MASONIC CHART.

Dear Sir and Brother,—
Adverting to the lecture given by the Rev®
P. P. Agnew on the subject of Freemasonry, an
account of which appeared in the “ Irecemason”
newspaper  of the 18th instant, he remarked,
“ Coming down to later times, and the introduction
of Masonry into Britain, it would be found to have
become established about the time of King Alfred,
and in the year 928 it was said that Prince Edwin,
a brother of the King, called the first mecting of
Masons in England at the City of York, and there
drew up the first English Constitution.” I have to
inform you for the benefit of such of your readers
as may not be aware of it, that St. Alban formed
the first Giand Lodge in Britain, A 0. 287, and
King Athclstane granted a charter to Freemasons'
in 926, the same year in which Prince LEdwin
formed a Grand Lodge at York ; this 1 deem it
cssential to mention, as, until the publication of
the “ Freemason,” many old intelligent members
of our Ancieat Order and high in Masonic rank,
have endeavoured to impress more juvenile mem-
bers with the idea that there was no legitimate
record of the establishment of Masonry prior to
the completion of St. Paul’s by Freemasons in
1713
I chanced to meet with a Masonic hook a few
days ago, printed in the commencement of the
present century, from which I cull the carlicr date
(287) of remarkable events in Masonry, the title of
which work, with other particulars thercof, I now
send you :—

. M ASONIC MISCELLANIES,

By StepneN Joses, PM,, of the Lodge of Anti-
quity, No. 1, acting by immemorial Constitution,
A New Edition, enlarged and improved.

London : Printed by \W. Wilson, 4, Greville-
street, for Vernor, Rees, Orme and Brown, Pater-
noster-row ; Crosby and Co,, Stationers™-court ; J.
Asperne, Cornhill ; and T, Keys, Coleman-street.”

Yours {raternally,
A Provixciatr, P,

To the Editor of the Frecntason.

Dear Sir and Brother,—

In your report in to-day's “ Frecemason,” of a
lecture on Freemasonry, by the Rev. P, P, Agnew,
dclivered at the Lome-strect Hall, Auckland, New
Zealand, we are told : —*“ It was a strange fact that
Masonry existed among the Chinese in a form
which led to the belicf that its origin was still more
remote than the generally received aunthority.
There was in his (the lecturer’s) possession a
Chinese chart which contained emblems of far
greater antiquity than any inuse among the Masons
of the present day.  In this chart were to be found
the ark of Noah, the dove, the olive branch, the
pillar of cloud, &c., and many signs which were as
yet inexplicable, and this antiquity was further
Porne out by the very excellent Masons who were
to be found amongst the Chinesc.”

I very much doubt the antiquity of the Chinese
chart, IImblems of Noah’ ark, the dove and
olive branch, &c., arc frequent in Dritish Masonic
charts, both of last ccatury and the present, and
belong to the Ark Degree, still practised, I believe,
in Lancashire. At least I know that I got it and
others at an Ark, Mark, Link, and Wrestle Lodge, at
Radcliffe Bridge, for thirteenpence-halfpenny, some
years ago. 1 will be glad to learn full particulars
of the present state of all the Side Degrees in the
North of England.

I am, dear Sir and Brother,
Yours fraternaliy,
GEORGE MARKHAM TwEDDELL,
Rose Cottage, Stokesley,
December 18, 1873,

MASONIC JEWELS.
7o the Editor of the Frcemasot,
Dear Sir and Brother, ) i
Kindly allow me to point out to “ \W, M.”
that the extract given in my letter of the 27th ult.,
made special mention of some Lodues having
jewels of their own.
Belicve me, yours fraternally,
Jasmes A, Tlaves,

QULERILES.
To the Edilor of the Freemason,

Dear Sir and Brother,

Will you be kind enough to answer the
following question for our information :-- Has the
Tyler of the Lodge any right to vote for the elec-
tion of Master, or any other purpose? I may add
that our Tyler is a subscribing member and is re-
turncd to Grand Lodge as such, at the same time
the Lodge pays him a sum each year for his
services. In Bro. R. H. Mackenzie’s Royal Masonic
Cyclopadia (page 65) I read: “ The Tyler who is
not necessarily a member of the Lodge, and, in the
case of payment for his services, has no vote.”
Please say which is correct.

In the event of the W.M. placing the ruling
of the Lodge in the hands of the S, W. would
it be necessary for the S.W. to leave his chair and
take a seat in the E, or could he rule the Lodge
from the W, and could he (all business being ended)
close the Lodge. Thanking you for past courtesics,

I am, dear Sir and Brother,
Faithfully and fraternally yours,
S. C. H.

[r. We are decidedly of opinion that supposing
the Tyler was not initiated in the Lodge as a
serving broiher, and has joined it since in the
usual way, and is now a subscribing member of the
same, he is “cntitled to all the privileges and bene-
fits of the craft,” (sce page 87 Book of Constitu-
tions,) and is clearly entitled to votc. We cannot
accept Bro. Mackenzie’s dictum as to payment for
services being a disqualification, such a view is
clearly erroneous.

2, The S.W. rules the lodge. In our opinion, if
not an installed master, he must take a chair next
the W.Ms. chair, and appoint a new S.W. Aro
fempore.  With this seat he.can open and close
the Lodge.—En.]

Obituary.

THE LATE BRO. THOMAS SLEATOR.

A noble, large-hearted, and universally respected
Mason has rccently passed away, and we
decem it our duty, as a faithful chronicle of the Craft,
to bear testimony to his worth and integrity of pur-
pose. Wercfer to Bro. Thomas Sleator, who had
reachcd nearly 68 years of age, and who resided at
Oak Villa, Summerland, Waterford.

On Friday night, the 3rd instant, at about eleven
o'clock he fell into a slumber which proved to bhe
literally “ the sleep that knows not waking,” as in
almost twenty-four hours he quictly passed away
without having awakened.  His life was useful and
good, his death peaceful and calm.

Deceased was .M. of Lodges 5, 32, and 297 ;
P.Z. of Chapters 5 and 32; a member of the
Temple Lodge, No. 1,094, Liverpool ; Sccretary to
Lodge No. 5, Waterford, P.G. Sceretary of the
South-eastern Division of Ircland ; a Governor of
the Masonic Male and Female Orphan Schools,
Dublin; Life Governor of the West Lancashire
Masonic 1iducational Institution ; and a Governor
of the Commercial Travellers’ School. These suffi-
ciently indicate the zeal and true charity which
Bro. Sleator brought to hear on the Masonic dutics
of his life. His hand was ever ready to help the
struggling, his heart to sympathise with the dis-
tressed ; and no casc of genuine charity wes cver
allowed by him to pass without recognition and suc-
cour. With all his charity he was invariably un-
osteitatious, and with the simplicity of a child his
invariaable desire was to vemain out of sight when
deeds of charity were performed by him.  Com-
bined with those and many other noble qualitics,
Bro., Sleator was an  enthusiastic member of the
Craft, and it will not be casy to fill the blank which
his departure has created,

The Waterford dlirrar, of the 9th instant, thus
describes the funeral of Bro. Sleator :—* Upon this
sad event becoming known in the city (Waterford)
on Sunday it was resolved by the Masonic Body
that with the consent of his afilicted family the
funeral should be celebrated with the honours due
to one who had occupiced a high position in the
Order for many years, and during that time acted
up to its principles as a true and worthy brother.
Bros. H, R. Sarzent, Alexander Nelson, and H.
Waugh having been clected stewards the following
arrangements were made and carried out on Wed-
nesday, the 8th instant,

Brethren assembled at the residence of deceased,
Oak Villa, at a quarter to one precisely.

IZach Brother attended in black clothes, with a
spring Acacia tied with black ribben, and a ribbon
of the colour of his degree worn in the left button-
hele, The Master Mason’s colour was blue ; Royal
Archy red; Knights Templar, black and white 5
Prince Masons’ red and gold,

The stewards appointed to marshal the proces-

sion cach carried a wand with a piece of crape tied
on the top. The Brethren proceeded, as directed
by those stewards :—
Master Masons (not now in office) two abreast,
Royal Arch Masons, two abreast.
Knights Templar, two abrcast.
Prince Masons, two abreast,
Tylers of the Waterford Lodges.
1. Gs. ditto.
I. Ds. with wands, ditto. and crapc on them.
5.Ds. ditto,  ditto.
Secretarics and Chaplain.
J. W. .of Waterford Lodge.

S. W, ditto.
Past Masters, ditto.
W. Ms. ditto.

Bros. Blair, Whalley, and Whalley, jun., alternately
carrying the Bible, Square and Compass, and
the Book of Constitutions, on a cushion
covered with crape, the Bible and Book
being also covered with crape.

Deputy Provincial Grand Master.

Bro. H. Palmer. Bro. W. A. Sargent,
» J. Scott. COFFIN. ,, Henry Denny.

» P. Leckie, » St G. Freeman.
MOURNERS.

The route taken was through Thomas-street, the
Quay, Henrietta-street, to the front entrance of the
Cathedral.  Arriving there the procession then
matched up the aisle, scparating on cither side, the
organ softly murmuring a solemn voluntary, and
the coffin being brought into the church by the
bearers, who were sclected from the Knight Tem-
plars and Royal Arch Masons, the two highest
grades to which the deceased belonged. <The
funeral cortege was met by the Rev. Mr. Bradiey,
M.A,, who read the usual service for the dead,.after
which Mr. T. Artherton sang, “I know that my
Redeemer liveth ? (essiak), which was followed
by the full choir of tht Cathedral, chanting the
Psalm appointed for the service, and the appropriate
hymn, “Great Captain of Salvation.” After the
service concluded the coffin was again borne from
the aisle through the outer transept and the main
entrance to the Cathedral square, where it was
placed on the hearse, Bro. James Moreland playing
Handel’s “ Dead March” in San/. The procession
then went by Colbeck and Catherine-streets, up
John's Hill to the cemetery. The coffin was then
carried to the grave by the bearers, \When dc-
posited a circle of the Brethren was formed, with
the Chaplain and Deputy Provincial Grand Master
at the head of the grave. The Burial Service was
then read, after which the Masonic Lecture was
read by the Chaplain, thc Deacons holding their
wands crossed over the coffin. At the conclusion
the silent salute was given, time being taken from
Bro. Harry R. Sargent. The Decputy Provincial
Grand Master then placed the deceascd’s apron in
the grave, and each Drother likewisc placed his
sprig of Acacia there.

The Deputy Provincial Grand DMaster, Bro,
Abram Denny, then removing the deceased Knight
Templar’s Sash and Apron from the top of the
coffin, replaced them by a Mason Master’s Apron,
after which the coffin was lowered to its last
resting place, while the beautiful words of the hymn
“Thy will be done ” were sung by a hundred voices
with marked effcet.

BRO. JAMES BURTON.

It is with regret that we have to announce the
death of an okl and highly-cstcemed brother of the
Craft, Bro. James Burton.  This well-known brother
dicd on the 3oth of November, rather suddenly.
He was initiated in the Albion Lodge, No. 9, 1850 ;
he served all the offices, and was for some time
seeretary of that ladge ; joined the Globe Lodge,
No, 23 ; Phwnix Lodge, No. 170 ; Berkhampstead
Lodge, No. 504 ; was Past Provincial Grand Senior
Warcen of Hertfordshire ; was P.Z, of the Jeru-
salem Chapter, No. 185 ; and Knight Templar. He
took a great intercst in the charities of the Order,
having Deen a Life Governor of the three Masonic
charitics and served the office of Steward on
five occasions. ‘The death of this brother is deeply
regretted by the Craft generally.

e LoxpoN Masoxic Crui.-—We are glad to sce
that the cffort to establish a Masonic Club has been suc-
cessful, The premises, which are situate 101, Queen
Victoria-street, E.C., and are handsome, spacious and
central, will he opened for the wse of mumbers on or
before the 1st Mareh nest, and no doulit brethren will
gladly avail themselves of what we Jook upon as a great
boon to the Craft,  Difficulty has been eaperienced in
mecting with o suitable s'te, but the premises now taken
are certainly all that could be wished, and are capable of
Leing enlarged to meet all requirements should the influx
of members render extension necessary,  Our space pre-
cludes referring to this interesting subject at greater
length on :his oceasion, Imt we shall refer to it in future
numbers 3 in the meantime we wish it every success, and
recommend our Masonic readers to send in their applica-
tions for membership without delay, and refer for further
information to owr advertising columns,
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Wasontc ad General Tidings.

The “Illustrated London News?” of last week
contains a full page illustration of IL.R.H. the
Prince of Wales, laying the foundation stone of the
New Docks at Bombay.

Prince Leopold left Oxford on Saturday for
Windsor, having completed his University career.

‘The Duke of Connaught has been boar hunting
with spears at Tangier.

Dr. J. D. Collis, the Vicar of Stratford-on-Avon,
has issued an appcal on behalf of the restoration of
the churchof the Holy Trinity. He wants 410,000
to restore the fabric of Shakspeare’s church as
Shakspeare saw it, and £.4000 or £35000 more to fit
up the interior properly.

From a report made by Sir Gilbert Scott, in reply
to certain inquirics made by Sir Edward Deckett,
relative to the condition of the south arcade wall of
St. Alban’s Abbey, it appears that this part of the

Chuilding 1s in aced of “immediate and scrious
attention,” and Sir Edward Beckett has offered the
munificent sum of Zrooo towards the same. Lady
Deckett also offers £,200.

The amount collected by the Grand Orient of
France for the inundation rclicf fund had on the
12th inst. reached the Jarge amount of 04,000
francs.

Bro. Ward Hunt, the First Lord of the Admiralty,
and Mrs. Ward Jlunt left Whitchall on Monday
on a visit to the Marquis and Marchioness of
Excter at Burghley House.

Price or Gas.—The Directors of the London
Gaslight Company have reduced the charge for
conumon gas to 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet from the
Christmas quarter.

At the City Wardmotes there was very little
opposition to the re-clection of the Common
Councilmen.  Bro. Alderman Stone received the
hearty thanks of the electors of his ward for the
manuer in which he had maintained the dignity of
the office of Lord Mayor during the past ycar.

In the presence of the Duke of St. Albans,
(I"G.M., Lincolnshire) honorary colonel of the
Rebin Hood Ritles, the annual distribution of
prizes to successful volunteers took place at Not-
tingham on Tuesday, when it was stated that of
1,090 men on the roll every one iad made himself
extra efficient, and carned the Government grant.

Her  MagrsTY’s  CHrRistvAs - Grers. — On
Monday and Tuesday last, according to ancient
cuztony, IMer Majesty’s Christmas bounties were
distributed at the Almoner’s Office, by the Lord
High  Almoner, Sub-Almoner, and My, John
Ilantey, sceretary, and other officials, The reci-
pients were principally blind and infirm, varying in
their ages from 69 to g2, The amounts distributed
varied in sums from 3s, to 75, 6d.

Witrs ErecrtoN.—~The Speaker’s notice pre-
liminary to the issuing of a new clection writ to
fill the vacancy caused by the acceptance by Bro.
Lord M., Thynne of the office of Treasurer of her
Majesty’s Houscholdappeared in Tuesday’s London
Gazelle,

Lobce or BENEVOLENCE —The Lodge of Dencevo-
lence met on Wednesday evening, the 22nd December,
1573, in the Board Room, Freemasons’ 1all, Bro. j. M.
Clabon, DPresident ;3 Bro. Jushua Nunn, Senior Vice-
Presi-lent ; and Bro. James Brett, Junior Vice- I'resident.
The lodge was fully attended, and there were present,
among other brethren, Bro. John flervey, Grand Seere-
tary 3 Bro. 11, G, Buss, Bro. A. A. Pendicbury, and Bros.
S. Rawson, John Boyd, C. A. Cottebrune, L. P, Albert,
C. 17 Hogard, W, Mann, Samuel Poynter, 11 W, [ [ems-
worthy, W. I, Towe, J. Bingemaun, I, ‘I, Wood, W, 1{,
Myers, Giles Jardine, W, L. Murlis, Grifliths Smith,
Herbert: Dicketts, Joseph Smith, George Lverett, Samuel
May, I Massey (** Freemason™), J. G. Marsh, W, 11,
Stephens, R, Whiting, W, Clilton Crick, W, Neale,
G, RoShervill, W Gilbert, 8, L, Thickman, 11 Bartlett,
Frederick W, Pownall, LT, Wood, 1L George Tree,
Munyard, ant J. W, Baldwin, At the opening of the
todge the grants made at foraser lodges which requived
confirmation were confirmed, amouning to 220, There
were thirty-one new cases on the list forrelief,  Of these
two were dizmissed and three deferred, and the remaining
cases were relieved with £300 in all. Of this sum two
cases were relieved with /o each s six with £30 cachg
siv with £20 cach; three with 415 cach; six with £10
cach ; and three with £35 cach.  “The grant made in each
case was very lileral, Grand Lodge was thereupon
ctosal,

DoNaT1oNs from =ome of the City companies and from
private individuals, in anticipation’ of Christinas, have
heen received by the magistrates at several of the metro-
politan police-courts,

REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.

10—

Cralt Hasoney,

METROPOLITAN.

GREAT NoRTIIERN LonGr.—On Thursday, the 16th
inst. the members of this flourishing Lodge held the usual
monthly mecting at the Freemason’s Hall, under W.M.
Bro James Forbes, who was supported by P.M. T. 1L
Scaton as S§.W., and Bro. E. Lancaster as J.W. There
were also prerent P.M. Webb (T'reasurer), and Iiros.
Jupe, Christie, West, and a large number of the Brethren.
The visitors were represeuted by P.M. Goldham, 109,
and DBro. Foss, 1260. The .M. having opened the
Lodge in the first and sccond degrees, proceeded to en-
trust Bros. IHobbs, Arding, Cushion, Iisher, Wymark,
Phillips and Whewell, prior to their being raised to the
sublime degree. Ilaving retired for preparation, and pre-
senting themselves at the call of the W. M., they were all
in due coursc raised in his usnal careful manner. The
Lodge was then closed to the first degree, and the ballot
taken for Messrs. A. D, Smith and William Cleghorn,
which, proving satisfactory, they were initiated into the
ancient order, and having retired, Bros. Gray and Whit-
ficld were examined and entrusted. The latter named
Brethren having also retired, the Lodge was resumdd in
the second, and on their return, they were duly passed.
This brought the regular Lodge work to a close, but a
very agrecable portion yet remained, in which all were
able to participate, vi+., the election of W. M., Treasurer
and Tyler for the ensuing year, ‘Lhe Secretary having
amounced who were cligible for the chair, and the P.M.s
having decided not to seek re-clection, the Lodge clected
the J.\V,, Bro. Lancaster, who returned thanks for the
same, P.AL WebD was re-clected "Treasurer and Raswles,
Tyler. The Audit Committce having been appointed,
it was proposed, seconded and carricd unanimously, that
the usual anmount should be voted from the Lodge funds
for the purchase of a jewel for the retiring W.M. Bro.
Forbes then closed his Lodge, after upwards of four
hours steady work,

PLUMSTEAD,—Ux~itED MiLiTary Lober (No.
1536).—The members of this young and rapidly in-
creasing  J.odge assembled for their monthly mecting at
the IIall, Plumstead, on I'riday the roth December, up-
wards of a hundred Drethren and visitors being present.
The business of the Lodge was the passing of Bros J. A.
Mas-m and G. Smith, and the raising of Bro. S. Morrish,
both ceremonies being worked by the W.M.,, Dro. IV, G.
Pownall.  Among the visitors p:esent were :—J, Ward,
W.M, 700 ; C, Coupland, IM., 913, ; and I.G.S. for the
Province of Kent; G. . Roe, P.M,, 378 and 1424 and
P.P.G.S. for the Western Division of South Wales ;
Captain Phillips, .M., 135 J. Ileadley, P.M, 135 J.
McDougall, ML, 913; 1. Butt, S, W., 700 ; J. Allen,
913 ; A, Ammerton, 1042 ; T, ITutton, 13; D. Beard,
700 ; O, Hutton, 13; W, 8. Parsons, 700 ; R. Deaver,
7003 A, Lindscy, 730 ; F. Dattersby, 903 ; 1. Norman,
133 R A0 Swith, 135 R. J. Perry, 13 (Scotch); J.
Gregg, 687 ; C. Couk, 13; J. Tame, 700; W, McCoy,
700 ; C, Jolly, 913. The officers present Desides the
W.AL, were J, Fenn, PAL 5 W, Weston, S,W.; G,
Spinks, JW.; W, Murphy, ‘Treasurer ; T, Cooper,
Sceretary ;3 H, G, Licken, 8,D, ; II, Shaw, T,1), ; Joseph
McCaffery, Steward ; J, Lackland, Tyler, ‘The Brethren
adjourned for refreshment, and the W M, gave the usual
toasts in appropriate terms,

PROVINCIAL,

FREEMASONRY IN  SHEFFIELD.—RovaL
Bruxswick Lopcr—The Royal Brunswick Lodge, No.
296, held its anniversary in the Freemasons' Iall,
Sheffield, on the evening of Monday, December 13th,
when Bro. Henry Icroyd, (the Worshipful Master-Elect),
was Installed in the chair of K.S., in succession to Bro
. W. Pawson, IL.P.M., who very ably performed the
solemn ceremony of Installation, in due and antient form,
and in the presence of a large number of the brethren of
the Craft.  Amongst the distinguished visitors from other
Lodges were Bro, Henry Smith, Prov. Grand Secretary
of West Yorks; Bro. Rev. A, W, ILunilton, M.A,
Mue. Bac., Senior Prove Grand Chaplain of West Yorks ;
Bro. William Roddewig, Prov. Director of Ceremonies ;
the Worshipful Masters of the Britannia and Wentworth
Lodges,  Sheffichl,  Scarsdale  Lodge,  Chesterfield ;
Pienix Lodge, Rotherham; Pelham Lodge, Worksop ;
Bro, Robert Stevenson, Nottingham ;3 Bro, Rev. Vernon
Russell, Worksop; Bro. Jolm Denton, member of the
Grand Lodge of Sweden and Norway ; Bros, Major
Vigors, Capt. ‘Traill, and Capt.-Adjutant Mills ; Bros
Alexander Hay, aud . J. Garnett (PPast Prov. Gran:l
Sword Bearers, ctel). The Prove Grand Master of West
Yorks 5 Dro, Licut.-Col. Siv Henry Fdwards, Bart., and
Bro, Tew, Dep. Prov, Grand Master, were unavoidable
absent,  After the customary homage had been paid to
the newly installed Master, he invested his ollicers as
follows :=DBro, John Ridal, Senior Warden ; Bro, Walter
Nicholson, Junior Warden ; Bro. Rev, Samuel W, Larn-
shaw, M.A., Chaplain ; Bro. M. de Bartolome, M, D,,
Treasurer s Bro, Robert Schott, Secretary; Bro. Geo,
Cubley, Scenior Deacon ; Bro. W, Skinner, M.R.CS,
Junior Deacon; Bro. John Marples, Divector of Cere-
monies 3 Bro, Thomas 1larrison, Tnner Guard; Bro,
Charles Clement Carr, and Bro, Moses Hartley, Stewards;
and Bro. Suckley, Organist,  The Brethren afterwards
sat down to a banquet provided by Bro. Brookes, at
which Bro. Ieroyd presided.  The health of the Wor-
shipful Master was proposed by Bro. Past Master
Svebohm, F.Z.8., that of the Visiting Brethrea was pro-
posed by Bro, Past Master Longden, and responded (o
by Bro, Captain raill,

ST, LUKE’s LopGE (No. 225).—This Lodge met on
Wednesday last, the Sth inst., at the Coach and Horses
Hotel, and, it being the evening for Installing Brother
P. M. Westgate, your readers of this town and the many
Brethren members of this Lodge, who I may truly say are
scattered over the four quarters of the globe, will not be
su prised to know that the Lodge was filled to excess by
its numerous members, and a Juge gathering of visitors
from the other Lodges of the town. The meeting had
been fixed for seven o’clock, Dro. Turner, P.M., having
taken the chair, in consequence of that lamentable occur-
renes, which took plaze in Lodge that day twelve months,
when our Leloved and esteemed Bro. King was sum-
moned from this sublunary abode to that Grand Lodge
above, just as he was in the act of performing the duties
of W.M.  The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed. Bro. Wentworth passed to the degree of a
Fellow Craft. Mr. Antcliff was jnitiated. The Instal-
lation of W. M being the next and most important busi-
ness of the evening, the duties «f Installing Master de-
volved upon Bro. J. W. Whitchead, P.M., who pre-
sented the W.M. Llect and afterwards conducted the
whole procecdings. The new W. M. having taken the
chair, commeuced at once fo Invest his officers as
fullows :—DBro. Dakin, S.W. ; Bro. Ilillyard, I.\V. ; Bro.
Bscth, S.D.; Bro. Canharm, L.D.; Bro. Orton, I.G.
The W.M. then rose and addressed the Brethren, thank-
ing them for the high honour they had conferred upon
him for the second time, and then”in most fesling terms
alluded to that melancholy event to which we have before
referred. DBefore concluding his remarks he announced to
the Drethren that they had a very short time since the
pleasure of affording relief to a worthy, although dis-
tressed Bro, and he believed that the Secretary had re
ceived a communication from him expressive of the deep
feeling of gratitude he owed to the Lodge. There being
no further Lusiness before the Lodge, he proceeded to
close the Lodge, aflter which the Brethren then adjourned
to refreshment.  The usual toasts 1eing duly honoured,
the W, Master, in proposing for “The Visitors,”
said : Brethren it is always one of the most p'easing
duties which a W.ML has to perform at the festive board
in_proposing the health of Visiting Brothers, and upon
this occasion it was especially so, when he saw before him
such a goodly number representing, not only the Lodges
in this L'rovince, but others from a greater distance. e
ihanked them for the honour they had done bim, and he
assurcd them that any t'me the St. Luke’s Lodge would
be ever ready to receive with a hearty welceme all who
would favour him with their presence, The W.M. thea
coupled the names of this toast with the Rev. Bro, San-
derson, P.ML, and PLP.G.C,, of Lodge Prince of Wales ;
Bro. Tracey, IM., Lodge Perfect Friendship; Bro.
Clarke, J.W., Lodge British Union ; Bro, Stevens, Lodge
Perseverance, Norwich ; all of whom responded.

ROCHDALL.—Prosiry AND FREEDOM LODGE
(No. 367).—The installation meeting of this Lodge was
held on Thursday the 16th inst, at the Bull’s 1lead
Hotel, Smallbridge, Rochdale, and was well attended.
The Lodge was opened in due form, and the minutes of
last mecting unanimously confirmed. “I'he ballot for Mr.
James Leach proving favourable he was initiated into the
mysteries of I'rcemasonry.  Bro, Wm. Schofield, W, M,
eleet, was then installed’in the chair of K.S. atcording
Lo ancient custom, and appointed the following officers :
Dros. William J. Kinder, 8.W.; Wm, Beswicke, J.WV. ;
A. I, Shore, S.1).; J. Schoficld, J.D.; C. M. Jones,
DM, “Treasurer 5 Swift, Secretary ; Robert Wren, M.
D. of C.; lenry Ashworth, 1L.G.; W. Davis Tyler,
‘The ceremony of Installation was performed by Bro, I\
Baker Ashworth, I.M., in the most impréssive and
cloquent mamner.  Four candidates were proposcd for
initiation at next meeting, and the Lodge was then
closed.  An excellent banquet was served by Bro.
McOwen. The usual toasts were proposed by the W, M,
Responding to the toast of the Provincial Grand Officers.

sro. Jones, .M., and Bro. Roberts, P.M., both P.P.G.
Officers, gave the brethren some interesting information,
respecting the proposed Iast Lancashire Systematic
Masonic Educa‘ional and Benevolent Institution.

MANCHESTER.—~LonGr or Trutit (No. 1458.)—
This Lodge met at the Royal Archer HHotel, Dale Strect,
on the 4th inst.  The minutes of last regular meeting,
which included the election of W.M. for the cnsuing
year, were confirmed unanimously. Mr, Wm. Richardson
was initiated into Freemasonry. Bro, Caldwell, I’ M.
D. of C., assisted by Bro, James L. ITall, W. M, 1450,
then installed Bro, Charles Joel Kent, W.M. clect, in
the chair of K.S., and the ceremony was performed in a
most impressive manner, The following officers were
appointed by the W.M. :—Bros. James Batchelder, S.W.;
Jas. Branton, J.W. 5 Thos. Tyers, P.M., Treasurer; Wm,
John Kinder, Seccretary ; Robt  Fallows, 8.1 ; W,
Cox, J.D. 5 J. Taylor, 1.Gi. ; L. Walton, and R. Wheel-
don, Stewawds 3 C. Beswick Tyler.  Many visitors were
preseat, and the following Lodges were represented,
viz :—Provincial Grand Lodge, 5§81, 879, 999, 1011,
1077, 1033, 1161, 1219, 1357, After the Lodge was
closed, the brethren adjourned to banquet, and to cele-
brate the Festival of St, John, “The usual toasts were
given and duly honoured. A handsome PM.’s jewel
had been subseribed for amongst the brethren, and the
W.M. presented it to the immediate Past Master, Bro,
Smith, who accepted it with an appropriate acknowledg-
ment,  An event of a gratifying character was the atten-
dance of Bro. Chatles W. Kent, P.), 879, the W, M.s
father who, within three days afterwards was himself
installed first WAL of the Leopo'd Lodge, No. 1571,
Bermoundsey, London, The musical arrangements were
under the direction of Bro, Batchelder, and all carried
vut in a creditable manner,

LEICESTIER—JolN oF GAUNT (No, 323).-=The
regular monthly mecting of this Lodge, was held at Free-
mason’s 1all, Thursday, December 16, The WM,
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J. T. Thorpe, in the chair, supperted by Bros. S. S,
Partridge, L.P.M.; W, T, Rowlett; T. A. Wykes,
J.W., ; W. B. Smith, Treas, ; R. Taylor, Secy. 5 W. C,
Shout, S.D.; J. Odell, J.D.; J. Young, LG.; J. F,
Smith, Steward ; C. Bembridge, Tyler; and Dros. T.
Worthington, W.M., 50; F. J. Baines, P.M.; A. S.
Dale, T. R. Pickering, J. M. Padmore, E. W. Dotter,
J. 'T. Gunn, W. Chamberlain, W. II. Church, J. M.
Quin, S. Knight, J. McAllister, E. Mason, S. Cleaver,
G. W. Statham, &c, The Lodge being duly opened,
the minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The W.M. gave the first tracing board to the initiates of
preceding month. Bros. J. Mitchell, Padmore and Arthur
Shallot Dale, having been examined in the first degree,
were passed in regular order to the degrec of Fellowcraft.
Resuming business in the first degree, Dro Partridge,
L. M., on behalf of the new Albert Edward Lodge, No.
1560, asked a loan of the John of Gaunt furniture, &ec.
until such time as arrangements then pending could be
made for the purchase of a new sct at the probable joint
expense of the several town lodges, which application
was willingly granted. Bro, Partridge, I.P.M., after
apologizing for the absence of Bro C. Stretton, P.M., 279,
announced that the festival of the Royal Masonic Bene-
volent Institution for aged Freemasors and Freemasons’
widows, would be held cmly in February, and Bro.
Stretton having been appointed to represent the province
as Steward on that occasion, Bro. Partridge gave notice
of motion, that at the next regurar meeting he should
move, that a donation be voted from the funds of this
Lodge to the R.M.B.1, to be placed on Bro. Stretton's
list as steward, Apologies for absence having been rc-
ceived from Bros. G. Toller, P.M,, and C. Johnson, P.M.,
Organist, the Lodge was closed in due form,

HeREWARD LODGE, BOURN, LiNxcoLNSHIRE (No.
1,232),—On Wednesday cvening, December 8, 1875, this
Lodge assembled and unanimously confirmed their pre-
vious Lodge minutes in their clection of W.M. for the
ensuing year. When the Rev. Danicl Ace, D.D,
P.P.G.C. for Lincolnshire, of Lodges 6fo, 1,232, and
1,482, and at present P.G.C. for Provincial Royal Arch
Chapter, and Mark Grand Lodge for Lincolnshire, was
duly installed W.M. of Hereward Lodge (No. 1,232),
Bourn, Lincolnshire, 1875-6. The Brethren were favoured
with the distinguished presence of two of the Sceretaries
of our Masonic charities in London to do honour to the
new W.M., one of tho:c gentlemen attesting that he had
personally known their new W.M. for necarly twenty
years, both as a clergyman in the metropolis and as a
member of the Craft ; and in every relation of life he had
proved him a gentleman of the highest honour and integ-
rity, Several high officers, very eminent in the Craft,
would have been present had not the weather proved ex-
tremely inclement. ‘The brethren, however, who assem-
bled on this auspicious occasion spent a most enjoyable
evening, not the shadow of a shade to disturb their har-
mony.” The speeches, too, delivered were admirable,
especially those of our London Seerctaries on the utility
of our Masonic charities, and their urgent claims for sup-
port. ‘The Lodge at Bourn has very creditably for some
time past worked its way successfully wnder difficulties ;
and it is confidently cxpected that their new Master and
his Wardens, with the Past Masters and other honoured
Brethren, will fully prove that the Iereward Lodge has
undeniable claims for distinction and success, to which it
is entitled by charitable exertions and quiet perseverance
in well doing,

INDIA.

MAZACGON.—Lobce ¢ Coxcorny” (No. 757 E.C.).
~The regu'ar meeting of this lodgewas held in the Free-
masons’ Hall, Mazagon, on Saturdny, the 20th Novem-
ber, 1875, Dresent, Wor, Bros. W. C, Rowe, W,M,!
G. R. Ienderson, I.P.M.; B. Robinson, I'M.; f. N,
Dady, .M § Bros. F. Burdett as S.W.; W. Fearn as
J.W.; F. Burdett, Treasurer ; W, L. Ciaddock as Sec-
retary ; J. Spiers, S.D.; W G, Davie, J.D. ; J. Luke,
D.D.; J. E. Tyres, Organist : | F. Grew, Steward ; L.
Thomas, J.G. ; J. W. Scager, Tyler. Members, Bros
J. H. Burrett, J. Armstrong, W. W. Wilson, J. May,
11. Watson, J. A. De Gauca, T\ . Brownnuth, S. Needs,
J. D, Longden, J. G. Da Cunlia, &c, &c. Visitors,
Bros, A. McKenrie, P. M., 944 E.C. ; II. W. Barrow,
.M. 944 E,C. ; Il. Counsell, W.M. 1100 E.C,; I'. C,
Lafond, 1100 E,C. ; T, E. Lafond, 1100 I.C. ; C. I'ar.
ker, 1100 E.C.; A, I Axford, 351 S.C. ; K. Drown,
260 E.C., &c. The lodge was opened with prayer at 6.50
pm  The summons convening the meeting was read.
I'he minutes of the last regular meeting were read and
confirmed. The minutes of the Jast mecting of the per-
manent committee were read and adopted. Wer, Bro.
B. Robinson, .M., prorosed, and Wor. Bro. G. R,
Henderson, ..M, seconded Mr. Samuel Neceds, Yoco
Fireman, B.B., and C. I, Ry Parell as a candidate for
initiation, Waor, Bro. G. K. Henderson, I.I. M., then
informed the lodge that a letter had Leen received by
Wor, Bro. B. Robinson, I M., respecting the proposition
for Mr, Samuel Needs, but it was received tco late to
bring before the last regular meeting, so it was sent to the
Wor. Mas, W, C, Rowe, and received his sanction to he
entered on the summons for the regular mceeting of 2oth
November, 1875, ‘The ballot was then taken for Mr.
1. W. Brownnutt, Mr. Jeronimo Accacio De Gama and
Mr. Samuel Needs. and announced duly elected.
Thomas William Browmnutt, My, Jeronicuo Accacio De
Gama, and Mr, Samuel Needs, properly prepared, were
then duly and respectively admitted and initiated into the
secrets and mysteries of ancient Frcamasonry, The Wor.
Master then informed Dro. J. Armstrong that, owing to
he time being taken up  with the newly Initiated
Prethren, that hie would bave to defer raising him to the
Third Degree until the next lodge meeting.” Wor. Bro,
G. R, ilenderson, LIWM., proposed, and Wor, Lro, B,

Mr..

Robinson, P.M., seconded, that a letter of condolence be
sent, in the name of the lodge, to the widow of our Jate
Brother, C. Lowe, P. J. W. Wor. Bro. G. R. Hender-
son, LI.P.M., proposed, and Wor. Bro. B. Robinson,
P.M., seconded, that a letter be sent to Messrs. Spcncex;
and Co. respecting the inferior quality of the officers
clothing recently received from home, The Wor, Master,
1. C. Rowe, then said that all Brethren that were in
arrears should be informed, that no Brethren in arrears
will be entitled to give their vote at the next election, un-
less they arc clear on the books, as per bye-laws (see
Voting, Art. XVIII. A letter from Bro. A. W. Sea-
brook, J. W., was then read, asking to have his name
placed on the absent list, at the expiration of his term of

“office, and was recorded as desired by the Wor. Master.

Wor. Bro. G. R. Henderson, I.P, M., then rcad a letter
received from the Wor, Master, which accompanied a
very handsome red silk-velvet cushion, with the devlcp,
name and number of the lodge, exquisitely worked in
gold. This cushion is to have the Volume of the Sacred
Law laid thereon. The Drethren being duly informed
of the above, a cordial vote of thanks was returned for
this most valuable and fraternal gift. A letter from Wor.
Bro. Alfred King was then read, asking for a receipt or
voucher, to produce should he desire to join a lodge at
home, he being on twelvemonths’ leave. His absent
ducs being .paid up to June, 1875, inclusive, a certificate
was granted. There being no further business before the
lodge, it was closed with solemn prayer at 9.50 p.m.

Stoflani,

SCOTLAND, PAISLEY.—THE ST. MIRREN
Loner, (No. 129), held a funeral Lodge on Monday
cvening, the 13th inst., in memory of the late Brothers
Alex. Morrison, S.8.P.G.L.R.LE., and Geo. Smith,
Standard Bearer of the Lodge. The*Lodge was opened
at seven o'clock by Bro. Henry Sheppard Edmonds,
R.W.M., and on the dais were :— Brothers the Rev. W,
Fowler Mills, Ledge Chaplain ; John Peters, R.W.M.,
No. 153, Pollokshaws ; John Cunningham, LP.M., No.
347, Rutherglen; Geo. Glen, R.\W.M., No, 426, Ren-
frew ; Wm. Lewis, M.D., ITouston, R.W.,M,, No, 242 ;
Alex. M*Lecod, P.M., No. 129, Paisley; and Thos.
Bustard, D.M., No. 129, Paisley. The Wardens’ chairs
were occupied by Wm, Gemmil, S.W,, and George
Fisher, J.W., and there was a good attendance.

Rev, DBrother Mills said-—The solemn occasion,
brethren, which brings us together fo-night is a striking
instance of the uncertainty of life and the vanity of all
Luman pursuits, and it cannot fail to produce those
suitable sensations and correct sentiments which such
occurrences are peculiarly caleunlated to inspire, Thelast
offices paid to the dead, although they cannot affect the
state of the departed, are useful as lectures to the lLiving.
From them we may derive inttruction, and consider every
solemnity of this kind as a summons tov prepare for our
own approaching dissolution. In addressing you upon
the death of our departed Brothers, much might be ad-
vanced relative to them ; but it will be needless for me to
particularise, as any omission of mine will be readily
supplied by many present, who both knew and admired
them. The large assembly bears witness to their worth
as Masons, and we have every reason to believe that both
were estecmed and respected as Christians.  Peifection,
it is true, is not an attribute of man; in vain may we
seck foritinany. Frailty and infirmity cleave inseparably
to us all, But whatever were the foibles which they
might have shared in common with their species, they
were counterbalanced by the reedeeming qualities of the
heart and mind. Qur chief aim, however, is to make
this solemn meeting subservient to the important purpoess
of religious and personal edification, ** Dust thou art
and unto dust shalt thou retwn” is a sentence, which,
when the fulfilment of it is immediately presented to our
ceyes, cannot but strike terror into every attentive mind,
Who could in reference to the respected subjects of our
discourse, abstain from reflecting that the same destiny
which has befallen those whom we so lately consigned to
the silent chambers of the temb, awaits himeelf? ¢ That
the place which note knows him shall know him no more
for ever ?” These words do not affect the immedia‘e
comnection only of the departed, they speak aloud to us
all.> A voice from the tomts echoes back the awakening
declaration of the Scriptures which assures us, ¢ That
man walketh in a vain show.,” What is our life? Tt
is even a vapour that appearcth for a little time then
vanishes away. Death, that indiscriminate leveller trings
down tte vigour of manhood with as much certainty as
he crushes the helplessness of infancy or sweeps away the
decreptitude of age. If reflections on that awful event
tend to degress the pride of the human heart, so should
they also clevate their thoughts to that hayppier world,
where no sorrows are ever permitted to damp the ardcur
of our joys,fand where no corroding causes invade that
fulness of felicity which, in inexhaustable streams is
roured out continually upon its blesred inhabitants, to
that celestial city where the sun shall be no more thy
light by d-y, neither shall the moon give to thee by night;
but the Lord shall be unto thee as an everlasting light,
and thy God thy glory.  When the warning stroke comes
to us, shall it find us with faces and hearts turned
towards the heavenly Jerusalem, seeking with full purpose
of mind the mansions of the blessed, or shall it find us
combined about much serving—swallowed up in worldly
cares, and given over to the lusts of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of hfe.  Let me wrge upon you
the necess'ty of preparing for the momenteus issue to-
wards which we are all rapidly hastening.  Every
suiceeeding honr and minute is num' ering mary with the
silent dead.  As it is a7 pointed unto men cnce for all to
die, soafter death is the judgment-- that awful hour when
the wuniversal register of cvery act, word, and thought,

sball be unfolded before an assembled world, angels and
arch-a_ngels assisting at that last assize. FHow ifnportant
then, is readiness for death. Remember, it will come
)\'lletller we are ready or not. And, oh, how often it
comes at an unexpected hour. - How many go to bed
well,"and never rise more. How many go out from home
well, and never return ! Some are snatched away in the
midst of their amusements, and others while engaged in
their calling. How necessary then to be always ready—
to be ready mor. Delay in this case is dangcrous
indeed, almost all men talk of preparing at some time
when sickness brings them to the brink of the grave or
when relatives or neighbours are removed they promise
themselves they will repent, but often the impression dics
away. The world like the returning tide fills their hearts
with its pleasures and cares and the writing on the sand
is all obliterated, so dies in human hearts thoughts of
death. If a man is living in sin he cannot be happy; he
may try to be happy by forgetting death ; but he cannot
forget it, and he cannot enjoy life for fear of death., On
the other hand, happy is the life of that man who has
hope through grace. "He truly enjoys life, and he may
smile at death.  ITe may say, ““ For me to live is Christ,
and die is gain,  While I live here Christ is with me;
when I'die I shall be with Christ.” O let us prepare
to follow our departed friends, favoured with an early
call to gloty, whilst we remain here below; let us be
active for God, let us support with propriety the characs
ter ef our Order, by a holylife and religious conversation
let us live each day as if it were the last ; let us live to-
day as if we were never to see to-morrow, of the very
existence of which none of us are at all assured. Let us
strive to enter in at the narrow gate which leadeth unto
cverlasting life, and walk worthy of the high vocation
to which we are called, that as we may at Jast arrive at
those blessed mansions of glory where we shall join our
kindred spirits around the throne, where the corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and where there shall te
no more death. This, we beg, for the henour of Christ’s
name, to whom be glory now and for ever, Amen,

A beautifal and impressive funeral service was gone
through, at the conclusion of which the Right Worshipful
Masters, who accompanied Brother Edmonds to the dais,
were unanimously clected as honorary members of the
Pais’ey, St. Mirrins’ Lodge. Thereafter the Lodge was
closed and the benediction pronounced by the Chaplain,

GLASGOW.—LobGE ““ KENMUIR,” (No. §70),—The
regular mecting of this lodge was held on Thursday evens
ing, 16th inst.,, in their lodge-room, Eastfield-place,
Springburn, and was numerously attended by the mem- »
bers and visiting brethren, Brother John Law, R.W.M.,
presiding.  Bro. Robert Aikman (Master elect), and the
other office bearers in their respective places. The busi-
ness before the meeting was the installation of offices
beavers ; the ceremony was performed by Brother John
Law, LP.M., in a most impressive manner, after which
the brethren saluted the newly-elected R.\W.M, with the
usuol honours, The R.W,M. then complimented Bro.
Law for the way he had discharged the duties of the chair
since the erection of the lodge ; he had won the good
opinion of all the brethren from his untiring cfforts to pro-
mote the interests of Lodge Kenmuir, ‘The lodgge was
then transferred from labour to refreshment, when the
usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and responded
to. and after the Tyler’s toast the lodge was recalled to
labour, and closed in due form.

KILBURCHADM.—LonGe St. Burciasm (No. 156),
—A special meeting of this lodge was held on Wednes-
day evening, 15th inst., for the putpose of installing the
office-bearers who had been elected on St. Andrew’s
night. Bro. Daniel Cunningham presided, and performed
the ceremony of installation. The office-bearers for the
ensuing year are as follows :—William Lewis, M.D.
(ouston). R,\W.M. ; D. Cumningham, L.P.M. ; Andrew
Buchanan, D.ML; D). Scrymgeom, S.M. ; R. Craig,
S.W. 5 Johm O, LW, 5 W, Kirkland, Ircus; Andw.
Grant, Scc.; J. Wylie, S.D.; TJas. Stevenson, L1 ;
John Iill, B, B, ; W. Crawford, S.1. ; Pcter Woodrow,
Architect ; Alex. Anderson, S.S. ; R. Caldwell, J.S. ; J.
Lindsay, 1.G. ; and A. Mitchell, Tyler. Bro. Dr. Lewis,
R,W.AL, having returned thanks to Bro. Cunningham
for having presided, it was unanimously agreed to cele-
brate the Festival of St John on 22nd” December, after
which the lodge was closed in proper form,

AccipeNTs,—So frequent are carringe accidents be-
coming, both in town and country, that the total is said
to number over one hundred thousand amiually, and it is
a fact, proved beyond all question, that accidental injury
to vehicles of all kinds is greatly on the increase.  Many
accidents arc occasioned by the carelessness of diivers
and fwious drivieg ; and it is a feature in insurance,
highly commendable to the company, and deserving of
nctice, that we call attention to a coachman’s good-con-
duct bonus, given by The London and Provincial Carriage
Incurance Company, Limited, 17, Queen Victoria-strect,
1.C., to encourage as much as possible the steadiness
of servamts having the charge of caringes and
Liorsexs. In the company’s detailed prospectus every
information is given as to the frequent sources of accidents
to vehicles (the annual damage Deing  estimated at
nearly  fs5co,0c0)  with rate of inswrance, &,
that ~ will commend itse)l  to  private, profes-
sional, and commercial readers.  All who are in the habit
of driving can realize the continual dangers to which they
are exposed, and an accident easily occasioned often
results in severe pecuniary loss, A policy of assurance in
this company is a full indemnification against loss,  Con-
ducted on sound principles, The London and Provincial
Carriage Insurance Company js deserving of the warmest
support,



