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AN ENDOWMENT FUND FOR THE
FREEMASONS’ LIFEBOAT.

HE letter which we published in our sccond number,
from the pen of “ A Master Mason,” has directed
attention to the whole question involved in the maintenance
of the boats of the National Lifeboat Association.
“ Master Mason’s” ignorance of the fact that the Frator-
nity had already placed a boat upon an exposed station on
the coast is scarcely excusable, but his suggestion, in a
further letter, which our readers will find in another'column,
is so thoroughly practical, that we are prepared to go some-
what out of our way for the purpose of giving it a fair
hearing. He ventures to remind his Masonic brethren that
the cost of maintaining the boat presented by the Frater-
nity amounts to a considerable anrual sum, and snggests
the starting of an Kndowment Fund for the purpose of
relieving the Lifeboat Association from the burthen of its
maintenance. Coincident with the receipt of thig letter
we have had a communication from the Secretary of the
Association, whose attention had been called to the discus-
sion in our columns, and he informs us that the annual cost
of the Freemasons’ Lifeboat is £70. He further adds that
boats are always forthcoming, either for new stations, or
for replacing old and worn-out craft, but what the Asso-
ciation greatly needs is cash to keep the great flotilla
under its command in an efficient condition. We feel
assured that words of such grave import as these, coming
from such high authority, will at once arrest the attention
of our brethren, and we shall be prepared to receive
subscriptions towards the formation of an ¢ Endowment
Fund,” for the purpose of making the Frecmasons’ Tife-
boat free of the charitable donations of the general body
of the public. Sums of money so reccived will be earc-
fully acknowledged in our columns, and paid over, at
stated intervals, to the account of the Association.

It would be idle indeed for us to say anything in reference
to the importance of saving life af sea. The responsibility
has been accepted as a sacred duty by the public, who,
however, little realise the state of things which prevails on
our coasts daring a stormy winter. Mr. Plimsoll declaved,
the other day, that we are drowning our seamen at the rate
of 5,000 a year, and this awful sacrifice of human life is
in a great measure preventable. We do not desire, in these
columns, to revive the painful discussion with which the
name of the Hon. Member for Derby is associated. We
are indeed of opinion that many of his statements were
exaggerated, but, after making every allowance for the in-
accuracies into which he was led, it must be apparent to
every one of us that an undue proportion of the seamen
employed in the coasting trade lose their lives in pursuance
of their hazardous and noble calling. We should be the
last to assert that owners knowingly send brave men to
sea-in rotten ships, indecd, this hypothesis is by no means
necessary to acconnt for the great increase in the number
of maval casualties which have occurred of late years.
The whole surface of the home scas is dotted with mor-
chant vessels, engaged in the useful duty of conveying
bulky articles of commerce to home and continental ports.
Those who understand nautical matters do nob need to
be told that when a heavily laden collier brig is caught in
a gale on a lee shore, she must run scrious risk of touch-
ing the ground and going to pieces. Skill, scamanship,
and the staunch qualities of the best of sea hoats are often
useless in a sudden and violent storm. The vessel drives
upon the frowning coast, and, but for the ready services

of tho Lifcboat, a catastrophe of this kind would nearly
always prove fatal to all on board. What those services
are, we all know. The little publication issued by the
Association is filled with storics of heroism, beside which
the vaunted deeds of the soldier look mean and insig-
nificant. We read the simple vecords of these services
with a thrill at the heart, and we contemplate the hardy
mariners contending against the mightiest forces of
nature with admiration and awe.  Sometimes the Life-
boat has to be dragged for miles over a rngged coast
before it ean be launched to succour the perishing
seamen of some doomed ship.  Oftentimes its hardy
crew are compelled to pull for miles, dead to wind-
ward, in the teeth of a terrible gale, their only guide
being the minute gun of the stranded bark, or the lurid
glare of a distant rocket. The service, at the best of times, is
dangerous, and involves exposure and hardship such as
we, who live at home at ease, can scarcely realise. The
drenching spray, in spite of the protection of waterproofs,
wets the boatmen to the skin, and exposure for many hours
at a time to an atmosphere below freezing point is trying
to the most hardy frame. Yot all thisis cheerfully en-
dured by the gallant fellows for a pecuniary reward which,
if it alone inspired their zeal, would be regarded as
pitiful. No one knows better than the inhabitants of our
fishing villages and coast towns that the sum gained
is not the incentive which nerves the arms of tho Life-
boat crew. They ave as eager to save life as the most
refined and cultivated amongst as, and, if money alone were
the object of their desires, they wonld gain more by acting
ag salvors of cargo than as the saviours of human life.

‘We are assured that in thus bringing this noble service
prominently before our readers we are performing a duty
in perfect harmony with the principles which bind Free-
masons together in the bonds of a sacred brotherhood.
We are certain that our appeal for funds will not be made
in vain, and we shall be proud to be the medium through
which the charitable donations of the Order may pass to
the coffers of the noble Association which so grandly npholds
the Christian character of the people of these islands. The
Endowment Fund, if we may venture to so style it, will
be devoted especially to the maintenance of the Masonic
Lifeboat, whose services we shall be glad to record from
time to time for the gratification of our readers. We
sincerely trust that the response of our readers to this
appeal of ours will be no half-hearted one. We are now
in the midst of the most stormy scason of the year, and
while a single scamen pevishes in sight of these hospitable
shores a heavy responsibility rests upon those whose com-
forts ave so materially increased by that gallant and hardy
race whose courage and enterprise have contributed to
make England a Naval power compared with which the
boasted glovies of Tyre and Carthage look mean and trivial,

THE MASON: A SINCERE MAN.

lN delineating the character of the Freemason we shall

avoid giving too free a rein fo the imagination. We
may sct up an ideal standard of excellence, but we shall
not go the length of imagining that every Mason has
attained that standard. In our opening number we
pointed out, with a certain freedom of langnage which some,
perhaps, may have mistaken for overboldness, that at all
events every representative Freemason, holding dis-
tingnished rank in the Fraternity, should exhibit that
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refinement of mind and manner which characterise the
gentleman. Otherwise, and we cited a not improbable
case, he might involve the Order he represented in endless
ridicule. In the present article we shall mark the limits
of our proposition somewhat more precisely, and not with-
out reason. We claim that every true Mason is essentially
a sincere man. It is quite possible, of course, that some
may be more sincere than others.  Some, again, are sincere
under certain conditions, while others exhibit this trait under
certain other conditions. But, though the scale of sincerity
which prevails among the brotherhood may be graduated,
the quality itself is of the very essence of Masonry. To
tako a man on the very threshold of his Masonic career;
—he joins the Order from purc love and vespect for its
principles. So, offering himself as a candidate for the
first degree, he openly avers that he has no ulterior hope
of gain in becoming a Mason. He is aware of the respect
almost universally accorded to Freemasons in free countries.
He is not ignorant of the oppression and persecutions to
which the brotherhood have been and still are subjected
under despotic governments, or of the reasons that have
led to such oppression and persecution. He knows there
is one mystic tie which, quite apart from all other ties, unites
all the brethren in all parts of the world. With this
knowledge, he voluntarily undertakes the obligations of
Masonry. Can it or ought it to be doubted that such a
man is actuated by sincerity ? Some there may be who
arc influenced by other and less worthy motives. They
seo or think they see their way clear to profit by the new
* connection ” they have established, anticipating, perhaps,
a speedier advance in wealth and social estimation, or some
other advantage moro or less material. In ordinary cir-
cumstances this kind of motive—that is, a desire for advance-
ment in wealth and the world’s esteem—may not be looked
upon very unfavourably, but we trust and believe that the
Masons who hope for profit from their enrolment in the
Order are few and far between.

It is, perhaps,in the nature of things thatsome men should
be more, some less sincere than others. All minds are not
constituted alike. There are those which are readily im-
pressed by momentary occurrences, but the impression soon
passes away, and is forgotten. Others again are influenced
but very slowly, but the influence is anabiding one. There
is, in fact, the same difference between these two classes of
men as between tablets of wax on the one hand, and tablets
of stone or brass on the other. The inscription on the
former is clear and precise enough while it lasts, but the
material of the tablets is very perishable. Equally clear
and precise are the inscriptions on stone or brazen tablets,
but stone and brass, as compared with wax, are, so to
speak, imperishable. The impression remains therefore,
nor can it be removed, save by the utter destruction of
the tablet on which it is engraven. Again, the smooth
soft surface of wax is capable of receiving any number of
impressions one after the other. A very moderate degree
of heat or pressure suflices to remove all traces of the first,
and but little is necessary to make a second, and, it may be,
an entirely opposite one. This is not possible with such
unyielding material as stone or brass. Time and labour
are required both to efface the old, and substitute the new
inseription. Thus, the impressionable man is no doubt
sincere enough so long as the impression remains, but only
for so long; while he who yields less readily is, in the
majority of cases, more lastingly impressed. Of course
every man must judge for himself as to the worthiness or
unworthiness of the motives which prompt him to any
particular course. Our province is to point out what
motives shounld influence the Mason in the entering upon
and fulfilling his duties. Assuredly not the least impor-
tant among them is sincerity.

We offer these vemarks in perfect good faith. Many
people imagine that Masonry is a kind of hobby, which
men follow for mere amusement. They are not aware that
every member on entering the brotherhood binds him-
self, by the most solemn obligations, to certain rules of life,
that he accepts certain principles to guide him in his
relations and intercourse with the other brethren. Some
regard it as an ancient mystery, with much quaint cere-
monial, but comparatively meaningless. Others fancy
that admission to & Lodge is pretty much the same thing as
admission to a club. It is perfectly true that Masons have
certain signs and symbols for the purpose of mutual
recognition. It is highly probable that a Mason is what
Dr. Johnson called a clubbable man. But these notions
fall very far short of the reality, ignoring, as they do, the

true aims which have always influenced Masons from the
remotest ages. We are neither surprised nor offended that
the outer world should hold these views. Considering the
state of darkness in which they live, they could hardly,
indeed, do otherwise. The business of a Mason is the
fulfilment of certain sacred duties, and no one can con.
scientiously observe these duties, who is not animated by
the purest and most disinterested motives, or, in other
words, who is not a perfectly sincere man.

MASONIC RENCONTRES — THE TWO
- ISTHMUS.
BY BRO. WALTER SPENCER, F.R.G.S,, &e.
Sequel.

NINE years later, in March 1872, steaming past the

historic ranges of Sinai and from the Red Sea up the
gulf of Suez, recollections of the Western Isthmusrecurred to
me; of five weary days passed killing time at Colon; of
a passage up the Gulf of Mexico, and the ruses adopted
to escape the kind inquiries of Captain Semmes, the
notorions Alabama, of the first burst of the fury of the
Equinoctials off Cape Hatteras, where, hove tofor three gla:ys
off a lea shore, two drifting wrecks showed us the possibili

j ties fate had in store. How different looked the landscape

here! Instead of wooded emerald islets in ¢ dark purple
spheres of sea”—were desolate sandy shores with back-
ground of bare inhospitable rock. The sunshine poured
down in torrid brilliancy, making the atmosphere vibrate
and giving to distances a prismatic or mirage-like effect ;
no soothing tints of verdure for the scorched eye to rest
on, but cruel colouring of sand and stone.

Provided with gauze-sided, smoke-coloured * goggles,”
we landed at Suez—clad all in white, from helmet and
puccheree down to canvas shoes. In the mingling of
nationalities, the contrast with America seemed greatest ;
we were brushed by the flowing garments of oily Armenians
and sleek Persians; scowled at by vagabond Arabs and
stalking Bedawecen ; importuned by Egyptian touts and
Coptic porters. In place of the negro vendors of Columbian
staples : ragged mincing Greeks, of noble features and voluble
mendacity, vociferously drew attention to gorgeous Nile
hookahs(made in Germany); variegated Syrian scarves (fresh
from Manchester) ; Fez caps from Constantinople and French
photographs withont end. The monetary medium, alone
furnished some point of analogy. The currencies of both
Isthmus were alike bewildering in complicated variety.
But whilst that of Panama cousisted of eagles, condors,
doblons, dollars, reals, milreis, cents and the same mutilated
into quarters and eighths, of every State of the Americas,
in addition to the coins of Europe; this of Suez comprised
queer specimens from all parts, including forgotten Medi-
terranean coinages, those of Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece,
and many whose elegant flonrishes betokened Asiatic or
African origin, together with the dumpy bits from Siam,
and solid itziboos from far Japan. The effigy of the first
Napoleon was on some pieces, recalling his Egyptian
expedition and vain dream of Asiatic Empire.

On the same afternoon the fine steamship * Poseidon ”
ontered the Canal cut by the great Lesseps; restorer of
communication which the wisdom of a Pharoah, and after
of a Ptolemy, bad provided centuries before. When the
disasters of NarorLeoN III. shall have classed him with
Francis I. and Charles XII. in historical statistics, & great
name will live and o true fame be founded vroN THE
BENEFICENT PATRONAGE AND COSMOPOLITAN STATESMANSHIP,
WHICH ENSURED THIE EXECUTION OF THIS COLOSSAL WORK !

We stood on deck under the awning, and marvelled how
sufficient depth could be secured in the yielding sand-bed
of so narrow a way. It seemed almost possible for one to
jump ashore on either side. In one place was a ferry-
bridge ; a long train of Arabs, with their womankind and
loaded camels, came toiling from off the desert to the
marge, to wait for a chance of crossing, Their striped
burnous and long guns slung behind them, confirmed
forcibly the conventional pictures of Eastern scenery
familiar to ws. Past these, an unexpected obstruction
appeared. The tide was falling, and right ahead we
descried an ugly iron steamer lying diagonally on her
beam-ends across the channel. We dropped anchor, and
soon two boat loads of our passengers proceeded to the
place, to see how matters stood. Looking backward from
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the boats, we saw behind the graceful lines of the
“ Poseidon,” the huge white bulk of the Indian troop-:lin
* Serapis”’ crowded with invalids ; behind her again a
long linc of masts and chimnies; all brought to a stand by
the same vexatious incident, and following as closcly as
the Canal rales would allow. The masters and anxious
passengers of these hurrying homeward-bounders were
doubtless wafting liberal blessings towards the cause of
our delay; which we found to be an empty collier, on
return voyage from Bombay, hopelessly stuck fast nutil
next tide. Preparation was alveady afoot, by means of
stout cables to stakes on the bank, and the aid of a
Company’s tug, to warp her off as soon as possible ; and
there being nothing for us to do, we clected to take a walk
on shore. Though the blistering yielding sand seemed
not inviting, and others were contented gambolling with
the dogs by the Canal margin, I toiled up and blundered
over the rongh sandhills, emerging upon the level plain
behind. It was nigh sunset; the arid desert stretched
blasted and treeless, up to barve ranges on the horizon—
in the distance gleamed the white stones of Suez—Dbefore
me ran the sweet-water Canal, and beyond it white smoke-
clouds hovering in the blue air told of the train upon its
flight to Cairo. '

At some distance along the bank was visible a cluster
of buildings, which, on nearer approach, proved to be a
wooden house and large courtyard. The canal telegraph
which branched off thence across the desert, showed the
purpose of this desolate station. On a huge board over
agninst the canal, appearcd in large letters, its curious
name, which I have forgotton, but fancy it was something
like “ Glare Gillowmet.”” Outside a swing-gate stood a
pretty, pale child, with flowing hair, who fled as I ap-
proached. Urged simply by curiosity, I strolled into the
yard or corral and seeing the house-door wide open, looked
m. The gaping weather-boarding of the outer walls, betrayed
the scorching heat to which the place was exposed. Within,
Isaw a room well panelled, thongh with unpainted, un-
varnished woodwork. Some shelves stood at the end, near
a window; a plain deal table and some cane chairs completed
the furniture. The occupant—a pale thin man with a stoop,
laid down a meerschaum pipe, and rose courteously, asking
me in French, to enter. Some hazy reminiscence floated
across me, as I gazed into his sunken blune eyes. As I sat
down opposite to him, apologising for my intrusion ; not-
withstanding his prematurely faded aspect and worn
features, I recognised my brother and benefactor of Panama.

I at once claimed his recollection of the circumstances.
After pondering awhile, a gleam of recognition awoke,
which on calling to mind the sword-stick, at once
ripened into pleasure. He became then almost talkative,
though a hopeless sort of lassitude (effect, no doubt, of the
climate) seemed to have taken hold of him. I recounted
my wanderings since we parted, and at length, over a bottle
of absinthe, extracted from him, bit by bit, the following
narrative.

Some months after my departure, he had left the service
of the Panama Railroad Company, and set to work to
develope the riches of the old Spanish gold mine. On
the point of success he was struck down with fever;
and during the crisis when his life was despaired of, and
subsequent tardy convalescence, his labourers robbed him
of all he possessed, and deserted. He had to leave the place,
broken in health, with the additional mortification of seeing
some Chinamen, who had confined themselves to washing
the old “ tailings” of the Spaniards, on the high road to
fortune. At Colon he had shipped as steward on board
an American vessel, bound with India-rubber and other
produce to a port in Spain. Arrived in urope, he had a
recurrence of fever (to which oneis ever after more or less
liable), and remained for some time in Hospital at Mar-
seilles. Applying to a Lodge in that city, he had been
most cordially assisted, and through fraternal recommenda-
tion obtained the berth of purser on a Mediterrancan
Packet. At length, acquaintance with an employé of
the French Embassy at Constantinople, procured him a
situation there, and he joined onc of our English Lodges at
Pera.  Attracted by a compatriot, proprictor of a Café at
Smyrna, he went to that place, and joined him in business.

is partner dying, leaving affairs in great disorder, he
married the widow—a fine Levantine, and strove to sup-
port the family by trading in a small way. Times were
going hard with him, when a fortunate presentation
to M. de Lesseps gave him subsequent opportunity to
ask for employment in which his old kuowledge

of Telegraphy might be available. This post was the
vesult; and his object was to save sufficient to enable him,
in fwo or three years time, to start a gencral store at
Alexandria, where his wife had relatives.

At about this point in our conversation, some one
emerged from the darkuess into the doorway. Ti was one
of the shiy’s officers, come to look for me.  Beiug offered
a glass of Ab:inthe, he muttered, under his heeath, ¢ This
s the stuff they Il themselves Leve anith, s il 27

It being imperative for me to return to the steamer,
T could only depart, wishing him every kind of snceess ;
leaving him, I trust, in rather improved spirits, for it was
but seldom he had opportunity of seecing strangers or
in fact, any society except his family.

On return to the * Poseidon,” I at once requisitioned
the ships’ stores for tinned milk, sweet biscuits, a bottle
of cognac and a dozen of clavet. These, with a box of
Manila No. 1’s, were despatched to the wooden house next
morning in charge of a steward, and I trnst vepaid in
some measure, the hospitality of nine years before. By
breakfast time we were well on our way o the Bitier
Lakes, and fresh subjects of interest avose to cfface the
remembrance of this second rencontre.

It was not till one starlight night as we steamed past
the Pillars of Hervcules, that whilst watehing the
phosphorescent wave-crests of the Mediterrancan mingle
with the long swell of the Atlantic, I remembered the
strange prediction recounted to me by Glirandier at
Panami; which he seemed now to have forgotten; and
which, if sunken cheeks and langnid bearing could be
taken as evidence, seemed already too mnear to its
accomplishment.

ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
INSTITUTTON.

E beg to remind our readers that the Anniversary
Festival of this Institution will be held on Wed-
nesday, the 27th instant, when the Right Honourable the
Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, Provincial Grand Master
of Staffordshire, will occupy the chair. Our notice of the
immense benefits conferred by this charity, and of the
necessity there is for maintaining, and even, if possible,
extending its sphere of wusefulness, is so recent, that any
fuvther comment by us is hardly necessary. However, we
subjoin a complete list of the Board of Stewards, the
President being, it will be observed, R.W. Bro. Samuel
Rawson, P. Dist. G.M., Clina.

BOARD O STEWARDS.

Prasident.
R.W. Bro. SAMUEL RAWSON, P.Dist.G.M. China.

Vice Presidents.

R.W. Bro, Lord Henry Chyune, M.P,, 8.G.W. . WAL 1478

V.W. ,, Rev.C.J. Martyn, Vice.-Latron P.Gi.Ch, P, 1224
W. ,, J. Porey Leith, S.G.D. . P.M. 549
;s Charles V. C. Hatton, J.G.D M. 96
5 William J. Hughan, P.G.S.D. ...
» Hyde Pallen, P.(i.8.B.... ... 1383
»  Capt. Richard Cop>, V.1, P.G.8.B., PG.W, Cheshire
» 4. Daniel Moore, M.D., P.(i.S.B. P.M. 281

»» Thomas Cubitt, G. Purst. .o POLOLELS
»  Robert Stokes, P.P.S.G.W. Wilts, Provinee of Wiltshive
» Rev. John N, Palmer, P.P.GLW. Hants and

Isleof Wight, P.P.G.Chap. Oxon. D3I, 698 10
» Jonas Ceaven, P.P.GSW, West Yorks.
»  Capt. John Wordsworth, V.. P.L.G 8. W, West Yorks,
» Henry Day, P.P.GLW. West Yorks ... DAL 208
» Rev. H. Adair Pickwd, M.\,

P.P2.GS.W. Oxon, WAL Flect, 357

» C. Marsh, P.T.G.W. Staftordshire ... P, 460
» Frederick Derry P.P.G.W. Statfurdshire DM, 482

Jolm Sutelitte, P.P.G.W. Lincolnshive
BT Inskip, Pro. (i See. Bristol,

P, 1291

P.P.GIW. Somerset, PM. 626 P.M. 973
,,  Ceorge Lambert, V. P, P.P.CLIW. ferts .. PM. 503
5  Rev. IV W, Harnett, P.G. Chap. Berks and Bucks. Ch. 810
, Rev. D.J. Drakeford, P.P.G. Chap. Somerset S.D. 256
» W Honry Gill, P.P.G. Reg. West Yorks ... ... 1019
5 W. IL B. Tomlinson, J.P. P, Prov. G. Reg. W.Y,
»» Charles Horsley, P.P.G. Reg. Middlesex .. DI.M. 1309
» HL.Howard ITodges, I.P.G. Reg. Berks& Bucks P.M. 793
s J. Jacobsz, P.P.G. Reg. Staftordshire ... P.M. 482
;s Alfred Avery, P.P.G. Reg. Kent ... PO 1314
;»  William Cutbush, Prov. G.S. of W. Herts ... W.M. 1385
5 9. B, Lo Feavre, P.P.(i. Sec. Hants & 1. of W. P.MM. 130
o T, 8, Carter, P.G.S.D. Herts ,,, WM., 403
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W. Bro. Cotonel James Daff, P.G.8.D. Norfolk ... S.W. 102
s Adam Winlaw, P.P.G.J.D. Northumberland P.M. 393

P.M. 1327

Edward West, P.P.G.D. Herts
of Wight W.M. 723

ITenvy Hacker, P.(1.J.D. Hauts and Tsle
¢ M. Jones, P. Prov. (.D. Cerms. V. Lanc. .M, 367, 1129, 53

W. Bro. William Goodacre, P. G. Purst, Cheshire . PM. 104
» Henry Sanderson, P.P.G.P. Warwick . PM. 925
» William Henry Trego, P.G.Std. ... .. PM, 1
» RichardJ. Hayhow, P.G.Std. ... . WA, 8

Samuel B. Harrison, G.Stwd. 99

,, John Wordsworth, P.G.D.C. West Yorks. ... 1019 ,»  Professor Erasmus Wilson, F.R.S,,F.R.C.8,,G.Std. W. M. 1464
s W. AL Driitain, PTG of C, W. Yorks M. 139 ,»  William Pigott, W.M. 1282, Province of Lincoln

5 N Worradl, P.L.GD. of C. Warwickshire PO 925 » dJames Martin Ruotter, P.G.Std. E, Lanc. JW, 221
,»  Cuthbert B. Peek, A.(.D. of C. Cambridge 1.G. 859 ,» James Newton, P.Q.Std. E. Lanc. PM, 37
5, William Hicks, P.P.G.S.B. Kent, P.ML. 483 ... .o » George Bolton, V.P. v o .. PM. 169
»  William Coombes, P.P.G.8.B. Middx, P.M, and Sec. ... 382

Treasurer.
W. Bro. FREDERICK A. PHILBRICK, Q.(C., V.P., P.G.D. Lodge 2.

Bro. Charles Tervy .. .. PM. 38 Bro. Henry A. Stacey P.AL. See. 180 Bro. E. Clark .. S.W. 910
»  Alfred Meadows... JW. 4 ,, Charles Butley ... . W.M. 184 » John Diprose jun., P.)., Treas, 957
5 PFrederick Newton LG, 5 ,» J. Edward Curteis . WML 189 » G Dakepeace ... . 97
» Charles Warr N | »» TFrancis Fellowes .. 192 »» J. A Thornton ... ... 1019
»  J. B. Lemaitre ... e PO, 12 5  B.D. Kershaw ... .M. 193 » John Xnight . P.M. 1046
»,  Bdmund Nash, M.D. ... J.D. 14 » 1. G. Bullen J.W. 197 » Thomag Ayling... . 1096
,, Robert Paunlson Spice ... J.D. 21 5 . B, Holland J.D. 198 » H.T. Lamb ... 1185
» T, R. Eames WM, elect 22 5 Charles ¥F. Hogard P.M. 205 » B.G. Legge J.D. 1196
» William Iuckvale e 23 »» CGeorge W. Dixon .. W.L 209 s H.DM. Baker ., ... 1208
s doseph Lindner ... . . 23 s J. 0. Carter o J.W. 209 5 M. Newington Bridges  P.M. 1216
5, Charles‘Atking ... WM., 27 »s D. Tallerman Steward 228 » 3. Wetherill P.AL 1259
,, David Crombio ... . W.AL 28 5 W.Shakspeare Webster,., TP.AL » George King jun. P.M. and Sec. 1260
5, Avthur J. R Trendell ... S8.D, 29 and Sec. 231 » Willinm Bell jun, o 1275
» George Eedes Bachus ... WAL 33 » John Aird jun. ... . 259 »s W. Johu Crutch S.W. 1278
» William Body Date e 3k , Walter Spencer ... v 263 5 H. W. James Moxon .. 1298
5 William Kingsbury JD, 46 » John Hirst jun. . P, 337 5 William Prattent . 1326
» I G. Barwell ... PM. 52 5 S.R. Elles W PO 342 ;s  William Leader ... W.M. 1335
5,  Walter Thomas Farthing W.M. 55 »» James Pye . J.D. 315 » Henry Smith . W.M. 1360
5 W. L, Whecler ... S.D. 60 5 'Thos. S. Ainswork . .. 346 » Charles R. Miles P.M. 1365
s, Charles R. Daniel J.D. 65 » W, C. Phillips . TW.M. 435 s d. E. Cussans .., . SV, 13866
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Honorary Secretary.

Bro, JAMES TERRY (Secretary to the Institution), 4 Freomasons® Itall, London, W.C.

ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS OF:THE ORANGE
BROTHTRHIOOD OF SCOTLAND, BY MOST
WORSHIPRUL GRAND MASTIELR BRO. CHAL-
MERS 1. PATON.

We have received a copy of this interesting document,
and have great pleasure in submitting it in exlenso to the
notice of our readers.

Brerorey,—I think it probable yon may expect that, after my
installation as Grand Master of Scotland, I shonld say something to
you concerning our dutics as Members of the Orange Brotherhood,
and this T now propose to do.

I am deeply scusible of the high honour which has been conferred
onmo; but I assure you I am equally sensible of the great respon-
sibility which attaches to the oflice of Grand Master; and allow me
to say, brethren, that o similar responsibility ought to be felt by
you all.  The decper our sense of responsibility is, the greater will
be cur zeal,—the more cnergetic our action; and yet the more
will wo be inclined to thouglhtful consideration of every step to
be takeu—tho less disposed to hasty resolutions and rash precipi-
tancy.

We ave respensible all of us to Him who hag given ug the powers
that we posgess, the light and knowledge that we enjoy, to use these
powers to 1lis glory, and to live in accordance with our light and
knowledge. Can we give thaunks, ag I trust we all do, for the bless-
ings of education, and for that which is more excellent than all the
sciences, the light of Divine Truth manifested in the glorious gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the knowledge of God and of the
way of Salvation, without feeling also a deep sense of responsibility
Tying upon ug, to adorn the Gospel in our whole walk and conversa-
tion, go that our light may shine before men, that they way be con.
strained to acknowledge the excellency of the light reflected by us,
and may be induced to seek light for themsclves from its only
source ? Or can we be indifferent to the diffusion of the knowledge
of the Gospel among those who are ignorant of 1it, who sit in dark-
noss and the shadow of death? Can we give thanks, as we have
much reason to do, for the peace and good government of our native
1and, for the civil and religious liberty which we enjoy, and for the
excellency of the British Constitution,—that Protestant Constitution
by which these blessings are secured to ug,~—withont fecling the
responsibility which lics upon us to do all in our power for the
maintenance of it in its integrity, that so the peace and order and

civil and religious liberty, for the sake of which our forefathers
struggled go nobly, and so many of them died on the battlefield, at
the stake, and on the scaffold, may be preserved for ourselves to the
last day that we live, and transmitted unimpared to suncceeding
generations ?

We are banded together for great and holy objects, It is no
political partuership which is the bond of our union. The principles
which govern ms, the sentiments which animate us, belong to a
higher and nobler sphere. Political parties aro always fluctuating
and changing, their watchwords and battle-cvies are soon forgotten ;
but our principles are not changeable, and our course of action must
ever be the same, till complete victory crowns our efforts, till the
great enemy of light and liberty is finally driven from the field, till
the ery arises, «“ Babylon is fallen, is fallen!” How animating the
thought thab the victory is sure. The struggle may be long and
arduous; reverses and discomfitures may await us; but they will be
only partial and temporary. Believing the Bible to be the Word of God,
we can entertain no doubt of the fulfilment of the prophecy which
we find in it of the tinal overthrow and destruction of that hateful
system, that hellish power, against which we are called to contend.
'This encouraging thought is not calenlated to make us sapine, but
to stir us up to greater earnestness of exertion and of prayer. The
event will be as prophecy declares ; but it will be brought about by
means; it will be the answer of prayer ; aye, not only of our prayers,
and of the prayers of our fellow-Protestants of this generation, but
of prayers long ago registered in heaven, the prayers of thousands
and tens of thousands of God’s children who have gone to their
eternal rest, the prayers of a multitude of martyrs who have sealed
their testimony with their blood. It will be the result of efforts
wigely and prayerfully and perseveringly made.

The straggle between Popery and Bible Christianity has been a
long one, and it is not ended yet. It has been carried on by very
different meauns on the one side and on the other ; on the one by
weapons not carnal, by the proclamation of Gospel trath, by the
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God ; and on the other by
rack, and dungeon, and stake, and gibhet, and fire, and sword. It
began as soon as Popery had attained a nearly complete development,
or, in Scripture phrase, when “ the man of sin,” “ the son of perdi-
tion,” ¢ that wicked,” * was revealed,” * whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the Spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the bright.
ness of His coming.””* I can but allude in the briefest possibla
manner to the persccutions of the dark ages before the Reformation—

* Thess, II. 3-8,
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the persecation of the Waldenses in the Alpine valloys of Piedmont
and France; the crnsades, under St. Dominic and Simon de Mont-
ford, against the Albigenses of the south of Irance, in which many
thousands of men and women were remorselessly butchered for no
other reason but that thoy held a purer faith thau that of Rowe, and
a country was made desolate, which excelled every other country of
Europe in literature and industry and civilisation ; the persecution of
the Wickliftites and Lollards and Hussites in England, in Scotlaud, in
Bohemia, and elsewhere on the Continent of Burope. I need only
remind you how soon after the Reformation the fives of persccution
were kindled by Popish bigots, and how terrible were the persecutions
to which Protestants were subjected in various comntries darving
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. I need only remiund you of
the Inquisition and its multibude of victims in Spain and Italy; of
the sufferings of the Protestants of France, and the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s Day ; of the atrocitios perpetrated during the govern.
ment of the Duke of Alva in the Low Countrics. In England and in
Scotland the Reformation soon had its martyrs. Irom the day
when Patrick Hamilton was burned at the stake at St. Andrews,
till the ultimate trinmph of the Reformation in 1560,
numerous martyrs sealed their testimony with their blood in Scot-

land. Far more did so in England during the reign of the Bloody
Mary. The accession of Queen Elizabeth to the Euglish throne, not

only put an end to persccution, but gave to English Protestantism
the position which it has ever since held, as the national religion and
an cssential part of the constitution. But Protestantism, although
holding that position, both in England and Scotland ever since the
memorable year 1560, has not held it unassailed. The causc of Pro-
testantism, and the cause of liberty, ever bound up with if, wero in
great danger during the reigns of Charles II. and his brother James,
when the Covenanters of Scotland so nobly contended for the rights
of conscience and the purity of religion; and many of them died
martyrs for a cause which was dearer to them than their life. It
was the Protestantism of England, avoused to a sense of danger, that
swept the Popish bigot, James, from his throne, made the people hail
William of Orange as their deliverer, and accomplished the glorious
Revolution of 1688 ; and when James attempted to regain his lost
crown, it was to the Papists that he turned for support ; and the war
in Ireland, memorable for the siege of Derry and for the battle of the
Boyne, was not so much between two competitors for the throne, or
two rival dynasties, as between Popery and Protestantism. The
decisive victory of William in the battle of the Boyne, and the dis.
solution of the Highland Army raised in James’s cause in Scotland
by Graham of Claverhouse, Viscount Dundee, gave security to the
Protestant Constitution of the three kingdoms, which was only after-
wards imperilled by the Rebellions of 1715 and 1745. In our own
day, Popery, no longer venturing on open assanlt, has sought to
undermine our Protestant Constitution, and, through the folly and
supineness of Protestants, has been permitted to proceed too far in
the unhallowed work. It has not been our lot, as yet, to be called to
contend for our civil and religious liberty, or, which is veally the
same thing, for our Protestant Constitution, sword in hand, as our
fathers did. I trust we are ready, as it behoves us to be. Yot let
us hope and pray that there may never be need; buat that there may
not be, we must zealously exert ourselves in resisting by peaceful
and constitutional means, all the aggressions of Popery. We mnst
not allow the enemy to 'gain power and establish himself within our
wallg, The struggle is not ended yet; and there is much for us to
do, if we would show ourselves worthy sons of the fathers from whom
we have derived, in the British Constitution, in civil and religious
liberty, and above all, in the Protestaut Religion and the open Bible,
so glorious an inheritance.

The objects of Orangeism are at ounce religious and patriotic. We
are united to uphold the cause of Protestantism, and te contend
against Popery; and more particularly to maintain intact the Pro-
testant Constitution of our country. It may be profitable for us to
think what is implied in being combined for these objects. Every
Orangeman is a Protestaut, aud Protestantism ig simply true and
pure Christianity. Luther and Zwingle and Calvin, and the other
Reformers of the sixteenth ceutury, did not introduce a new religion
into the world. They purged away from the Church the errors and
idolatrous abominations of Popery; they opened the Bible which the
Popish priesthood had closed, and spread before the eyes of wondering
men the truth and will of God thercin revealed; they called upon
men to make that Word of God their rule of faith and practice, re-
nouncing all that they found to be contrary to it, and to belicve and
worship and live as the Apostles did, and the members of the Church
in the Apostolic age. May every one of us have grace to consider
this well, that a true Orangeman is of necessity a true Protestant,
aud a true Protestant a true Christian! So shall we be moved to
carnestness in personal religion, mot contented with a name and
profession; and so shall onr influence be powerful for good. Our
prayers shall be those that bring down a blessing in wisdom of
counsel and earnestness of working for a glorious cause ever dearer
and dearer to our hearts.

Much depends upon this, that our adversaries shall have nothing
to reproach us with,—~nothing in our private life and individual
spheres, nothing in our united action, Let us sce to it that we show
in our whole conduct the power of the truth, which it is one of the
great objects of our Order to prevent Popish priests from hiding from
our fellowmen. Let us make it manifest that we arc upright and
conscientious, that we are loyal subjects, obeying and respecting the
laws of the land, peace-loving, and affectionately desirous of the
welfare even of those whose principles we abhor, but whose ignorance
Wwe pity and deplore.

In all our united action let us keep this rule in view. Let all
the means we nse for the accomplishment of our objects be strictly
constitutional. Thus shall we make our influence felt most power-
fully, and increase it every day, gaining the co-operation of those
Who, although they have not joined our Brotherhood, have the same
‘Cause at heart, And therc is much which we may do in this way;
thore are many speoial objeots whick o thus aid in accomplishiug.

We may do much, for example, by petitions to Parliament for ov
against particular measures, as they are favourable to the canse of
Protestantism, or adverse to it.  Numerous petitions with great
numbers of signatures have inflacnce with Parliament. The effect
could not but be great of petitions from all the Oweange Lodges in
the country, signed not ouly by the Worshiptul Master, in nawme of
the Lodge, but by cvery member. And there ought to be wo dQifti-
culty in getting petitions so signed. Lot every man do his duty.
His sense of obligation and responsibility ought to lead every Brother
to make a point of appending his signatnre ; whilst somo would bo
moved to undertake the duly of presentivg tho petitions for
signature to those who might be unable to attend the meeting of the
Lodge.

There is anothor way in which, it appears to me, Ovangemen may
excreise nuch inlluence for good,—by taying their views and wishes
before the pavliamentarvy representatives of the counties or towns in
which they dwell.  Those who ave alveady decided in favour of tho
courso which a true regard for Protestant interesis reyuives, will
thus be encouraged ; tho hesitating may be led to decide in the rvight
way ; and those who are inclined in the opposite way may be induced
to change their course, or, at least, if they do nob vote as we would
wish them, to abstain from voting, Members of Parliament
cannot afford to bo indifterent to the views aud wishes of their
constituents.

I will give two cxamples of Bills, with rvegard to which, I think,
we ought to petition, and to bring all our influence to bear ou our
parliamentary vepresentatives,—Bills which have been before Parlia-
ment, and are likely, I belicve, to be introduced again soon after
Parliament meets, — Mr. Newdegate’s Bill for the Inspec-
tion of Convents, and the Prison Ministers Bill. We ought to
petition in favour of Mr. Newdegate’s Bill, and to give him
all the support in oumr power, to persevere, as he has nobly
done, in the faco of the most violent and determined Popish
opposition, nuntil his endecavowrs aro crowned with success. It
would be ount of place here to bring forward avgnuments in favone of
the Bill for the Inspection of Convents, and I believe you all know
alrcady how strong they ave. I will remind you that, at prescnt,—
although the existence of a convent in Britain is contrary to law, and
they are in no way sanctioned, bat merely tolerated,—convents are
spots of British ground from which the operation of British law is
practically and wholly excluded, and which arc really wnder the
government of the Pope alone, administered hy Popish bishops and
priests ; whilst within them there may be, and most probably there
are, many poor wretches, hopelessly deprived of ihat common blessing
of all Britons—Iliberty ; nay, possibly subjected to severve punish-
ments and tortaves, ab the caprice of a superior, under pretenco of
regard for the welfare of their souls; and that it iy quite possible,
whilst facts in the history of convents make us to think i6 in the
highest degvee probable, that wmany howrible deeds of darkness avo
done in them. It is not unreasonable that the trath asto these things
shonld be inquired into. And surely we ought to aid in opening the
prison doors and letting the oppressed go free. As to the Prison
Ministers Bill, it is onc promoted by Papists, and which we ought to
oppose with all our might. It proposes the further endowmont of
I’gpcry; which, of itself ought to be enoush to decide enr convse
with vegard toit.  Besides which i5 would subvert the whole

discipline of prisons, giving to a Popish pricst, appointed, not by thoe
magistrates or Prison Board, but by the Popish bishop, a right of
interference subversive of order, inconsistent with the good mannge-
ment of the prison, and caleulated to promote the intervests of l'npgry
alone. I mention these two bills, because of their greab inportance,
and because they are likely to be among the first to demand vour
atfention. :

Let me say, further, that we should put forth our utmost cfforts at
Parlinmentary elections to sccure the veturn of members of sound
Protestant opinions. Let us disregard minor considerations, and
unite in support of Protestantism. There are constituencies in which
those electors who ave Orangemen, if united ag one man in support of
a particular candidate, could sccure his electicu. Aud this fact,
clearly demonstrated and well understood, would have a strone
influence on the minds of other candidates. Much good might bo
done by Orangemen coming forward in as great numbers as po:‘sib]e
at the meetings of candidates with clectors, and giving cxpression to
their opinions and wishes there. .

Municipal elections ought also to reccive our constant attention. It
ig'of great importance that we.should have good men, and sound Protes-
tants in our town councils. From their number, and by them, the macis-
trates of towns are chosen, aud it much concerns the public interesh
that these should be men ol right principles and  views. Iu-’
stances have occurred, within these few years, which show plainly
how dangerous a thing it is to have men in the hichest wmunicipal
oflices who are either Papists, or of those extreme and false liberal
views which incline to favour Popery, or anything else that is had.

There is yet another ¢'ass of elections in which many of us aro
called to take purt—clections of members of school bowtls. 1 need
Lardly say that the clection of wrue-hearted and right-thinkine men to
be members of school-beards, is of the nimost ixnport:m(:: to the
welfare of the community ; and Ltrust vouw will alwassdo your ntmost
to sceure the election of those who are not morels in mume Profos.
tauts, but zealous in theiv Protestantism—men of piety, livly
holding the principles of the Llcformation. "

As patriots, we must look specially to what concerns our own
country; but as Christiang, we must feel an inlerest. in what cone-
cerns other countries alse.  Protestantisin is in conilict with Popery
in many parts of the world,  The eause of our Hrethren in Auericn,

in Germany, in Switzerland, and wherever Popery is strivine asningy
them, and they ave opposing its azgressions, is o1/ cause.  Thero may
not be much that we can do for them, but we may at least eneonraso
them by the expression of our sympathy, and sapport them by onr
piayers,

Brethren, I have Taid beforo you some of my views.
arc such as will meob with your approbation, aud that

I'trast they
we shall go
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oa together during the term of my Grand Bastership, nuited heart
and hand in the prosecution of those objects which ave proper for the
advancement of our great cause. May the Llessing of God rest upon
us! May our numbers rapidly increase, and our influence become
greater in the land, and be more and more exerted for good, always
and only for good !

WINES AND SPIRITS (TForeign) on which Duty was paid in
London by some of the principal firms during the past year.

WINES (Fonerey) SPIRITS (Fozriey)

Gallons Gallons
W& AGilboy ... . . 836,208 | W& A Gilbey ... .. e 318,534
Dinewall, Portal & Co e 130,633 | Twiss & Browning .. . 193,211
I W Cosens ... 115,800 | Daniel Taylor & Sons 165,065
R Hooper & Sons ., 103,095 | ‘Trower & Lawson ... 163,057
Max Gregor & Co 100,166 { Dingwall, Portal & Co . 136,704
D Taylor & Sons e . 86,355 | Galbraith, Grant & Co e 91,828
Dent, Urwick & Co ... .. 79,791 | RHooper & Sons ... .. 842t
Cunliffe & Co ... ... e 78251 | BESPick&Co .. . . 65,362
TW Staploton&Co ... ... 7583 | R Burnett & Son . 53,601
W J Murray ... e 76,202 | Daun & Vallentin -~ ... 36,329
H T Mayfield ... e 73,665 | Osmond & Co ... e 86,181
CGPhillips&Co ... .. 72,002 ! Fuleher & Robinson ... 16,519

Besides the preceding there were about 2000 firms who paid duty on
Wines aud Spirits in less quantities than those above mentioned.—
Wine Trade Review, 15th Jenuary 1873.

MONEY MARKET AND CITY NEWS.

TrinAY,

One result of the throatened ruptuve between the Tarks and Mon-
tencgrins this weck was to depress the market all round the moment
the news beecame current on ’Change. At first the excitement was
madle the most of for speenlative purposes, bub the agitation created
by this intelligence has since tored down, aund it secms probable that
the violent fluctuations which took possession of business will be
fairly recovered. Next to this in importance has been the advent of
the Brazilian loan for five millions sterling. The bonds bear interest
at the rate of five per cent., and the price of issue was fixed at 96} ;
but notwithstanding this high figure, it is stated that the subscrip-
tions have far cxcceded the amomnt required. The rcasons given
for this new loan being requived are plausible enough, and appear to
stand thus: the enormons rise in the valuc of coffce greatly
enviched Southern Brazil, and its riches so obtuined have given n
great impetus to railway extension to the more distant cottee growing
districts. Already the planters of one province have pushed forwaid
a line for themselves out of their own resources, and now they are
connecting the arterial line by a branch which will open up com.
munication between the province in guestion and the capital, Rio
Janeiro. Tor securing the extension of these and similar works a
special proviucial tax is imposed, providing for the remuunervation of
sharcholders and bondholders under all conditions. The principal
railway in the connfry, already belongs to the Imperial Govern-
ment, dividends of 7 per ceut. having been paid on a capital
of £5,000,000. The necessary funds for carrying out this
undertaking have been provided by an jssuc of Treasury Bouds,
which tho Goverument now sceks to pay ofl, as also to proceed with
its onward construction by means furnished by the new lonn,  So
that for the greater part of its so-applied proceeds the Brazilian
Govermment will be recouped, interest and amortisation ont of the
profits of this its own property.  The vemaining portion of the Loan
will also go to advance Public Works, which there is also reason to
auticipate will be vemuncrative.  The new Loan is thercfore raised,
not to fiill up deficits, or to meet extravagant expenditure, but to pro-
mote coterprises principally of undoubted secnvity, and profit to the
Government.

Consols ave unaffected by any of the changes that have taken
place in other directions, and vemain fivm at previous prices.

To some extent the Foreign market has suftered from the outbreak
previously referred to, and the feeling of uncertainty with regard to
Turkish Stocks. Many operations bave been noted at a downward
tendency, bat the unfavourable symptoms arc not so stroug at the
close,

Business basbeen fairly maintained in the Koglish Railway market,
although a certain amouut of depression crept in at one time in
sympathy with the agitation elsewhere.  There is evidently a revival
of coufidence in these undertakings, and quotations are taking an
upward turn, Midland and Metropolitan stocks ave marked higher,
as well as North Statfordshire.

In miscellaneous securities there is not much movement, the
principal being a heavy fall in Twkish; Imperial Ottoman Bank
shares have heen largely sold.

We are informed that the Khedive has determined upon the estab-
lishment of a Ministry of Commerce in Bgypt, upon the model of the
English Board of Trade, and has expressed a wish, through the
Foreign Office, to obtain the services of two officers of the Board of
Trade competent to nssist in organising the new department. We
anderstand that the President of the Board of Trade has accordingly
recommended Mr. Il. Chelmondeley Peunell and Mr. E. A. R. Acton
to assist the Kgyptinn Govermment in organising respectively the
departments fur Internal and External Commerce.

‘The Chinese Imperial Loan, contracted with the Hong-Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation, has met with great success. The
applications for bonds were seven times in cxcess of the number
offered to public subseription.

The veport to be presented at the mecting of the London and
Westminster Bauvk states the net profits for the half-year at £188,618,
raising the “ rest’” to £1,231,798, out of which the directors recom-
mend a dividend of 11 per ceut. for the six months, leaving the “rest
at €1,014,798. The deposits, circular notes, &c., amonnt to
£30,015,194. The shares of the New Zealand Manganese Mives Com-
pany are quoted at 1 premium,

The ordinary meeting of the Coal Consnmers' Association, is to be
held on the 27th inst., to receive the general report, and also the
report of the committee of investigation,

In the French National Assembly a bill has been presented by the
Minister of Public Works for the construction of the long projected
railway tunnel noder the Chanvel. The French Company to which
the concession is granted, nndertake to carry ent the work withoub
any Stato grant or gnarantee of interest on capital.

On and after the 1st of next month the mails from England and
Scotland to the north of Ireland will be conveyed by the short sea
route, vii Larne and Stramracr. During the past two or three
months there have been frequent complaints as to the service vid
Holyhead and Kingstown, and a town meeting has been held in
Belfast on the snbject, presided over by the mayor.

Hotroway's OrNTMENT AND Prrrs.~These precious treasures work wonderful
cures of the worst diseases, which defy other treatment. 'Thousands have
extolled them as_they descrve, yet have not given them one word of praise
wore than they richly merited.  An attentive study of the directions wrapped
round Holloway's wmedicaments will cnable any invalid to overcome his
infirmity, whether it he outwardly visible or inwardly concealed. Sores, skin
disenses, inflammation, erysipelas, chest complaints, as well as most disorders
of the head, stomach, liver, kidueys, and bowels, may ho radically removed by
these means, which are no less potent in successfully contending with the oft-
times fatal ulcerations of the throat which periodically render scarlet fever
and diphtheria most terrilile public scourges.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Q.—We have already touchcd upon the subject; see oar opening
number. It is early yeb to revert to it.

J. H. B5.—We shall deal with the question you have raised when the
date fixed for the Annual Festival is ncarer. We shall then gladly
heed any snggestions yon may think fit to make.

Enteya,—With all due respect we submit that you are in error.
Try, ab all events, to substantiate your facts, then, perhaps, your
view of the circumstances, will have greater weight.

We shall be obliged if our correspondents will write their commuui.
cations on one side of the paper only,

Crowbep OQur.—DPromised reply to E. M, H.’s lotter and other matter.

CORRESPONDENCE.

All  Letters aust bear the name and address of the Writer, not
necessaiily for publication, but as a guarantee of good faith.

We cannot undertake to return vejected communications.

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of our Cor-
respondents.

THE FREEMASONS' LIFEBOAT.
To the Editor of Tt FrrryasoN’s CHRONICLE.

Sinr,-—1 am greatly obliged to Bro, 1. Gottheil, the Hon. Secretary
of the Freemasons’ Lifeboat Fund, for his lucid history of an cvent of
such interest to the Order generally, and of which T was, I coufess,
in utter ignorance. I harvo been two years a Mason, and have
attended my Lodge meetings with great regularity, but I do not
remember ever hearing that the Traternity had been the geuerous
donors of a Lifchoat. My letter was written on the impulse of the
moment, shortly after the occurrence of tho series of storms which
will make the closing wonthg of 1874 memorable in Naval Aunnals.
I do not however regret that the question has been raigsed in your
columns. I have recently looked into the statistics published by the
Lifcboat Association, and I find that cash to pay the working
expeuses of the boats already in the possossion of the Association is
urgently necded,

I shall be glad to subscribe a guinea for the formation of an
Endowment Fuud, having for its object the payment of the annual
expenses incurred in working the Boat presented by the Order. T
trust others of my brethren will contribute. Tt seems to mo that we,
who ““live at home at ease,” incur a fearful responsibility if we do
not do all in our power to succour the seaman in his hour of dire
distress. 1t is no doubt possible for the Legislature to do much for
the class who get their bread on the ocean; but when all that Par-
Jiament can do has been accomplished, there will be ample room for
private enterprise and benevolence to come to the rescue of Poor Jack,

1 am, Sir,
Yours Fraternally,

Liverpool, 1Sth January. A Master Masow,

To the Editor of Tur FrueyMasoN’s CHRONICLE.

Sir AND Brotuegr,—I am in entire ignorance of your senstinents ou
a subject somewhat important to myself, and one on which I have
been rather severely lectured by your contomporary, The Freemason ;
—Whether I am absolutely disqualified, or to what extent I ought to
feel myself dobarred, virtule officit, from taking part in discussions
in Grand Lodge, or elsewhere, on questions intimately associaled with
the interests of our great institutions. I appeal for space in your
columns, thereforo, to place before the Craft the facts and figures I
was desirous of submitting, from my seat in Grand Lodge, at tho last
Quarterly Communication. I could not ask this favour from yoor
contemporary, because I yet fail to recognise the distinction drawn
by him in the concession of my perfect right to express my opinions
in print, and the abnegation of my right to do 8o orally in Grand
Lodge. 1If the objection to Bro. A. B., not as Bro. A, B., but qud Bro.
“ Secretary ” A.B., be valid, it must be valid alike everywhere, and.
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under all circumstances. To put & bar on the door of my lips, and at
the same time to offer me the free use of my pen, is, to me, a refine.
ment of inconsistency that my plain reason does not permit me to
comprehend.

This is the way in which I purposed making the attempt. For
several years past I have felt that the time must have arrived when
Grand Lodge might fairly be asked to re-consider the amount,
annually contributed from its funds to the two educational institutions,
though guided solely, I am prepared to admit, by the exigencies of
the Boys’ school. Knowing how strong a feeling existed in op-
position to the terms of Bro. Clabon’s motion, it was my intention to
propose an amendment, to the effect “that it be referred to the
Board of General Purposes to consider the amount of the annmual
grents by Grand Lodge to the charitable institutions associated with
the Order, and to report thereon to Grand Lodge.” No large amount of
“gentiment ”” here, nor any very forcible * argument ad misericor-
diam.” 1 should have based my proposition on these statistics :—

In the year 1812, 8rd June, * It was resolved and ordered that
every Lodge in and adjacent to the cities of London and West-
mipster, upen the registeriug of every new-made Mason, shall con-
tribute and pay the sum of five shillings; and that every Country,
Foreign, and Military Lodge, upon the registering of every new-made
Mason, shall in like manner pay the sum of two shillings and sixpence ;
which sam shall go, and be paid, in aid of the Institution for
clothing and educating the sons of deceased and indigent Frecmasons.”

In the year 1812, the number of boys “clothed and educated”
{not maintained) was 50,

The total payments to this Institution by Grand Lodge, for a
period of 14 years, from 1826 to 1839, was £1,536 6s 3d, which gives
an average of some few shillings less than £110.

Estimating the fee all round at 23 6d this would represent 880 cer-
tificates to * new-made Masons.” For the year ending March 1839
the total expenditare of the Institution was £536.

The payment of 23 6d on each certificate was, in the next year, com-
muted for an annual sabsidy of £150, and at that amount it has
remained ever since. Up to 1840, therefore, Grand Lodge saw fit to
undertake abont 20 per cent. of the total expenditure of the Institu.
tion.

In the year 1874 the number of boys educated, clothed and main-
tained was 176, and the total expenditare was (in round figures, sub-
jeot to audit) £7,800.

In the same year, 1874, I apprehend, at a low estimate, the issneof
certificates will have reached 8,000—which, had the fee of 23 6d
remained, would have yielded £800.

If, therefore, the commuatation of the fce of 28 6d was fair in 1840,
it is manifestly not equitable to continue it at the same sum in 1874,
and surely there is nothing censurable in attempting a revision.
From my point of view, I think, Sir and Brother, here is contained the
¢ hard reality of figures,” and I have no wish to weaken their force by
any further comments of mine.

 Quieta non movere” is all very well in some affairs. It has not,
8o far as I am aware, been adopted as a Masonic adage, cortainly not
so far as our Imstitutions are concerned. They have grown with
Masonry—with the progress of the Order they have progressed,
more than pari passu. The principle of a grant has been conceded,
and I ask that, from the largely augmented annnal receipts of Grand
Lodge, some considerably increased annual help should be givon, to
relieve those Institutions from the heavy burdens which they bave
been called upon to bear.

In conclusion, I would express the fullest confidence that such a revi-
gion of the grants by Graud Lodge would in no way interfere with
the contributions from Private Lodges, Chapters,and Provincial Grand
Lodges, nor would it in any way operate to dam tho stream of indi-
vidual benevolence,

I am, Sir and Brother,
Yours fraternally,
FREDERICK BINCKES.

London, 18th January, 1875,

[We readily insert this letter, but we beg to dircct Bro. Binckes’s
attention to the notice at the heading of our correspondence column,
~ED, FREEMASON'S CHRONICLE.]

REVIEWS.

All Books intended for Review should be addressed to the
Editor of The Freemason’s Chronicle, 87 Barbican, E.C.

—10:—

e O1d Constitutions belonging to the Ancient and Honourable Socicty
of Freemasons. Reprints of the Editions of 1722.1723. London
and Dublin. 1730, Edited by the Rev. John Edmund Cox, D.D.,
7.8.A. London: Richard Spencer. 1871

Tugse beautiful reprints should be in the hands of every Freemason
who is interested in the Archicology of the Order. They are cxqui-
sitely printed in the old face type, as nearly like the originals as
possible, while some of the wood-cuts, and two frontispieces have
been produced in facsimile. Apart from their Masonic interest, these
reprints show that the printer’s art, early in the last century, was
guided by the best taste. The title pages are really admirable ex-
amples of letter-press, and the headings and tail-pieces to the
chapters ave very characteristic, as records of Masonic affairs, and as
contributions towards that comprehensive history of Freemasonry
which will some day be written, they are invaluable, The Editor’s
preface, and the Publisher’s romarks npon the originals embody much
juteresting information,

character and condunct they diffuse.”
notices of the ‘‘ Life of the Prince Consort,” * Farrar’s Life of Christ,”

THE QUARTERLIES.
Our readers will find much to interest them in the latest issues of
these important periodicals. The opening article in the Quarterly
is a long and very elaborate review of the ¢ Greville Memoirs.” It
was only last week that, in noticing * Social Pressure,” we took
occasion to illustrate the author’s remarks on * Over-Publicity ” by
a reference to the publication of these very journals. We had not,
of course, then seen this article. It is the more gratifying, therefore,
to find that the Quarterly critic holds cxactly the same opinion as
ourselves as to the more than indecent haste which has been shown
in publishing memoirs which shonld certainly not have seen tho light
of day for at least the next fifty years, and then not in the form in
which they have appeared. We cannot do better, perhaps, than
quote the concluding paragraph of this most valuable protest against
the evil of * Over-Publicity.” ¢ We are not awsare,” says the writer,
¢ that we have overstepped, by a hair’s breadth, the strictest limits
of literary courtesy in ounr sirong condemmation of this book., We
bave tacitly assumed that Greville wrote the most objectionable
passages without a view to publication, and that Mr. Recvo published
them without intending to injure or aunoy anybody. What is done
cannot be undone. But a grave error has becn committed, which
must not and (we think) will not be repeated. We venture to pro-
phesy that the remaining portions of the Journal will not see the
light in our time—certainly not in the same crude, mischievous,

unsatisfactory form. Nor will the world be much the losers should

any meditated publication of the same sort be deferred for the next
hundred years. If contemporary history cannot be written without
the aid of sach memoirs, we had rather do without contemporary

history ; we can wait, for it is our firm conviction that any informa.
mation or entertainment which may be devived from them is far more

than counterbalanced by the annoyance they create, the distrust they
inspire, the angry feelings they foster, and the false impressions of
There are also admirable

a paper on “Friendly Socicties,” and two articles on matters con-
nected with Legal Reform. In the first are considered the relations
that exist between “The English Bar and the Inns of Court.” In
the other, “ The Judicial Investigation of Tyuth ” is handled with a
gkill aud sense that are worthy of all praise. The points to which
the writer of the sccond article devotes his chicf attention arc these:
() the law must be applied to every particular case with the
minimum of error; (V) the law should work with the minimum of
delay, (¢) with the minimum of expense. Our readers will agree
with ms that the attainment of thesc several objeets is highly
desirable, and we strongly advise them to stady the many and
excellent suggestions to this end which the writer offers.

Among the mosb valuable contributions to the Edinburgh, may be
mentioned a veview of * Lord Ellenborougl’s Indian Admninistration,”
based on the recently published memoirs, edited by Lord Colchester.
Two critical notices of “the Life of the Prince Consort” and
“ Cox’s History of Greece,” and “a Memoir of Avchibald Constable.”
Other artivles deal with “ Lusio Pilaris and Lawn Tennis,” in
which the writer ably sketches the old game of tennis and the more
recent and highly popular one known as Sphairistiké or lawn tennis,
offering, at the same time, mmany practical suggestions for the
perfection of the latter ;—* The Agricultural Labouvers of England,”
in which their complaints are analysed in a perfectly impartial
spirit, and their condition compared with that of labourers in
different continental conntries;—aund “The Heart of Africa and the
Slave Trade,” Dr. Schweinfurth’s well known work being one of the
bases of the last mentioned article, Sir Samunel Baker’s  Ismailia”
the other. Those persons who have not read these very valuable
works will be enabled to form a capital idea of their merits, assuming,
ab least, that they have litble or no leisure for the private study of
the original works themselves.

Among the coutents of Popular Science we noticed especially an
elaborate article on “ Gunpowder @ its Manufacture and Conveyance.”
Considering the terrible cflects of the “Regent’s Park Explosion,”
the question of conveyance is of the fivst importance, and we ave
glad to learn frow this article that every possible precaution is
observed in conveying gunpowder from the Government factory to
the stores at Purfleet.  As to its manufacture, we ave freely initiated
into the system pursued at Waltham; and here, too, it scews the
authorvitics observe the utmost care, so as to reduce the possibility of
any accident to a minimum. Nov is thiy all: the process of manu-
facture is fully described, and an insight given us into the several
descriptions of powder in use, so that any of onr readers who may
have a taste for this kind of study will derive much valuable infor.
mation from this article.

Cruve Hotse PrayiNg Carns.—Mogul Quality, picked Is 3d per pack, 1is
per dozen pocks. Do, seconds 1s per pack, 11s per dozen packs. If by

post 1id per pack extra. Csrvds for Piquet, Béziyue, Fearté, &c., Mogul
Quality 10d per pack, 03 per dozcn 3 ’ b o
87 Barbican, E.0,

packs.~London: 1. W. Morgan,
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THE THEATRES, &c.

COVENT GARDEN.—At 7.0, THE VIVANDIERE. At 7.45, THE
BABES IN THE WOOD.

DRURY LANE,—At 7.0, TEN OF *EM. At 7.30, ALADDIN,

HAYMARKET. —At 7.30, OUR AMERICAN COUSIN and THE LOAN
Ol A LOVER.

ADELPHI—At 7.0, THE DREAM AT SEA
THE WOOD.

PRINCESS’S.—At 7.0, THE LANCASUHIRE
THE BEAST.

LYCEUM.—AL6.50, FISIL OUT OF WATER. At 7.15, HAMLET.

OLYMPIC.—At 7.0, TWENTY MINUGTES WITH A TIGER. AT 7.30, THE
TWO ORPHANS.

STRAND,—At 7.0, INTRIGUR. At 7.20, OLD SATLORS,
AND THE PARTY WO TOOK MISS.

PRINCE OF WALES’S.—At 7.45, SWEETHEARTS and SOCITTY.

GAIETY.—AT 7.0, BENGAL TIGER. At 8.15, MERRY WIVES Ol

and THE CHILDREN IN

LASS and BEAUTY AND

At 915, .00

WINDSOR.

GLOBE.—At 7.0, A PRETTY PIECE OF BUSINEES. At 8.0, BLUE
BEARD.

VAUDEVILLE.—At 7.0, CUPBOARD LOVE. At 7.4, OUR BOYS,

At 10, ROMULUS AND REMUS.
CHARING CROSS.—At7.30, DRAWING THE LINE, At 8.15,THE NEW
MAGDALEN.

OPERA COMIQUE.~—At 7.0, HOUSEHUOLD FAIRY,
Ol' LYONS.

COURT—At 7.30, PEACOCK’S HOLTDAY, A$8.30, BRIGUTOX,

ALHAMBRA.—At 7.0, THE TWO BONNYCASTLES., At 7.15, WEHIT.
TINGTON.

CRITERION.—LES PRES SAINT GERVALS, &e.

AMPHITHEATRE, HOLBORN,-At 7.0, THE BEGGAR'S OPERA.
Ab 8.15, MADAME ANGOT.

SURREY.—FORTY THILVES and THE SECRET,

PHILHARMONIC.—At 7.0, TIIE WATERMAN, At 8.20, LA FILLE
DE MADAME ANGOT aud the GREAT DORSTS (last night)., Next
week, THI BOHEMIAN GIRL.

HEN;%I(:)%R’S CIRQUE.—At 230 and 7.30, LITTLE RED RIDING

At .15, LADY

SANGERS AMPHITHEATRE—At 20 and 7.0, ALADDIN AND
THE WONDERFUL LAMD,

CRYSTAL PALACE.—Open Daily, PANTOMIME, AQUARIUM, T'IC-
TURE GALLERY, &e.

POLYTECHNIC. — STAR WATCHING AND TUE TRANSIT OF
VENUS; THE MYSTIC SCROLL; CHYMICAT MARVELS; TILE
ISLE OF WIGHT AND ITS LEGEXNDS, CONJURING, &e. Open
at 12.0and 7.0,

EGYPTIAN (LARGE) HALL.~Dr. LYNN, at 3.0 uud 8.0

EGYPTIAN HALL.~MASKELYNE AND COOKE, at 3.0 and s.0.

WESTBOURNE HALL, Bayswater.—MRS. HOWARD PAUL AND
MR, WALTER PELILAM at 8. Sattrdays ab 3 only.

8T, GEORGE’S HALL, Langham Place.~Mr, and Mrs, GERMAN
REED at 8.0, Thursday and Saburday ab 3 only,

NOTICH.
’l‘HI‘} FREEMASON'S CHRONICLE cm be ordered of any
) Bookseller in Toww ov Country, but should sy ditlicully be

experienced, ic will be forwarded direct from the Oilice, on receipt
of Post Ottice Ovder for the amount,  Intending Hubscribers should
forward their full Addresses to prevent mistakes.

Post Office Orders to be made payable to W. W, MORGAN,
at Barbican Oftice.  Cheques erossed “ London awd County.”

The Terms of Subscription
FrEEMASON'S CHREONICLE arc—

(payable in advance) to Tug

L B0 18 6
0

6

Twelve Mouths, Tost Irec
Six Months ditto o0
Three Mouths ditto e 0

e ~1

To the United States and France, ds 3d per guarter, and to
Germany, 4s 9d per quarter,
Agents, from whone Coples cow wlways be lud :—
Messrs. Cuwricy and Co., 12 Catherine Street, Straud.
Mo I Duiscont, 87 Farringdon Street.
Mr. G. W, Jonrpax, 169 Strand.
Messrs, Marsuarnn and Soxs, 125 Ileet Street, ILC.
Mre. 1L Sivesoy, 7 Red Tioun Cowrt, E.C.
Messrs. Sarrir and Soxs, 183 Strand,
Messrs, Seexcer and Co., 26 Great Queen Street, W.CL
Messrs. Sreab and Jozus, & Spring (audens, Charing Cross.
Mr. G Viekers, Avge! Court, 172 Strand.
Mrv. H. Viekers, 317 Straud,

; IADOEQ FND ADVERTIQCRMCA
SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADYERTISEMENTS,
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DE PLURIMIS REBUS.

FIVLIE interest of the moment centres about the resigna-

tion by Mr. Gladstone of his leadership of the Liberal
party, which he has virtually held since the death of
Lord Palmerston in the antumn of 1865. The event can
hardly have been unexpected. It was freely mooted last
year, and it was only towards the very end of the Session
that the Right Honourable gentleman resumed his place
in the House and strenuously opposed certain measures
supported by the Government. Moreover, in the ordinary
course of things Mr. Gladstone’s retirement from active
life must have occurred sooner or later. True, many
of our public men remain in office till a far more ad-
vanced age than he has attained. Lord Palmerston died
in harness at 83; Earl Russell succeeded him in the
Premicrshipat 76 ; and Mr. Disraeli is, we believe, in his
70th year. Tor this reason, doubtless, this withdrawal
from the political arena, though freely canvassed, as we
have said, last Session, has surprised and not a little dis-
mayed the Opposition, who are at their wits’ end to supply
the vacancy. Not for lack of candidates though. Messrs.
Goschien, Forster, Lowe, Lord Hartington, and Sir W.
Harcourt are said to be among the foremost claimants for
the vacant honour of * Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposi-
tion.”  But has any onc of these weight of character
enough for so important a position ? Mr. Gladstone
first cntered Parliament in 1832, and first took office
as a Lovd of the Treasury in December 1834. Ie was
a prominent member of Sir R. Teel’s Administration
18:41-46, Chancellor of the Tixchequer 1852-55, under
Lovd Aberdeen, and again filled the same office under
Lords Palmerston and Russell successively, 1859-66, He
was o great administrator, a great financier, a powerful
speaker, and a ready debater, wanting only, perhaps, more
tact and temper to have become the miost eminent of
modern Parliamentary leaders.  Can the half of this be
said of any one who 1s named as his probable successor ?
We ask not this by way of disparagement to their talents,
but rather to show the loss the party have sustained by
Mr. Gladstone’s anticipated, yet, at the Jast moment, some-
what abrupt withdrawal from public life. Nor will this
loss be felt by his party only. The country, likewise, will
suffer. A weak Opposition—the present is weak in point of
coliesion, if not in numbers—has always been regarded
as detrimental to the public interests. Even the strongest
Government is all the better for an active and well
organised Opposition.  Its measures arc more carefully
prepared, and when they have passed both Houses gencrally
appear more ship-shape than when opposition is languid
and criticism somewhat fecble.

The person who has created the greatest amount of ex.
citement after the ex-premier is undoubtedly the Clerk of
the weather.  We ouglt not, perhaps, to have spoken of
excitement in this case. How can any one be moved to the
expression of any kind of fecling when the +wind howls all
night, and a drizzling rain is falling all day? We have
had one or two glimpses of the sun; the moon has
struggled vainly to show herself, and the stars have been
visible about as often as the sun. Otherwise our chief out-
of-door cujoyments this year have been of a wind and
watery character. We had almost forgotten the mud, though.
We have seen and felt that daily since the thaw set in on the
morning of New Year’s day. When will the vestries who
rule the greater part of the Metropolis think it worth their
while to keep tho streets decently clean? We should have
far greater veason to boast of this London of ours if its
rulers—they of the City alone excepted—vere just a little
less incapable than they are—less officious in trumpery
things, and more official in matters of importance. It is
said the government of London is confided to somewhere
about 11,000 persons, formed into all kinds of odds and
ends of sections known officially as vestries, local boards
of Health and Works, and the like. It oceurs to ug

we wight do hetter than this,
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Catching cold is seasonable, and follows appropriately
enough our brief discourse about the weather and
certain  of its effects. Dr. Symes Thompson has
recently been lecturing on this subject, or, as he puts
it, with a becoming professional regard for the fitness
of terms, “losing heat.” We wear clothes, not to
keep out the cold, but to keep in the heat. Yet not always
successfully, for the cold siezes hold of us in spite of our
wraps and comforters and clogs. The consequences are
often distressing, and the aid of the medical man not seldom
imperatively necessary. Dr. Thompson’s advice, therefore,
comes opportunely enough. Don’t be frightened of the
night air, says this worthy medicine man, it is purer, at
all events in London, than the air we breathe by day. So
keep the bedroom window a little open at night time.
Avoid dranghts andespecially very quick currents of air. By
all means, if suffering from cold, maintain an equal tempera-
ture in the room you occupy, or induce perspiration
either by having a Turkish Bath or taking a nightcap of
hot spirits and water—rum in preference—mixed with
sngar and a little nutmeg. The last is perhaps the best
suggestion of all. At all events, it would have suited
Mr, Stiggins admirably. Had he been present and heard
Dr. Thompson’s lecture, doubtless ke would have gone off
then and there and canght cold, and have remained in a
chronic state of suffering from the “loss of heat” ever
since. A “go” of this particular vanity—we should have
said remedy—hot, strong and warm, was exactly to his taste.

It seems fated that Paddington Station should be the
scene of great jewel robberies. Our readers will remember
that, towards the end of last year, Lady Dudley’s jewel
case was stolen almost from under the eyes, certainly from
under the very feet of the attendant in charge of it. A few
days since H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh was waiting at
the same station for the train, which was to convey him on
a visit to Lord and Lady Dudley, when, behold, H.R.H.’s
jewel case disappeared in an equally mysterious manner.
In this, as in the previous cases, the robber displayed great
judgment and retired, leaving behind not the slightest
trace of himself or his booty. Thus, the Duke set out on
his visit without his jewels. Two questions naturally
occur to us. How do these thieves get wind that royal and
noble personages intend travelling by certain trains, and
with their jewel cases? Are the Paddington officials
sufficiently on the alert against the loose class of persons
who notoriously infest all onr most important railway
stations ? If so, how can the same kind of robbery have
ocenrred twice within the space of o few weeks ?

From other parts of the country there is little to record.
There have been conferences of different kinds in different
towns. The most noteworthy event, however, is the strike
of colliers in South Wales. “These differences are seriously
to be deplored ; they are costly, creatc a bad fecling be-
tween employers and the employed, and in nearly every
case are disastrous to the families of the latter. Would it
not be well to adopt some such plan as, we believe, is
pursucd in France, and crect a court or courts of arbitra-
tion or conciliation for the amicable settlerment of all
differences between masters and men ? Those who would
learn something of the working of these courts will find
much valuable information thereon in Mr. Brassey’s book
on ‘* Work and Wages.” All we can do is to hope that
the present strife may end as soon as possible.

In the literary world we have to chronicle the appearance
of the fifth or Inkermann volume of Mr. Kinglake’s
 Invasion of the Crimea.” As far as we have been able
to judge, this is fully equal, in point of graphic description,
to the volumes that have preceded it. It will certainly
add largely to the already high reputation of the author.

A deputation, representing the Ancient Order of Iores-
ters, waited on the Chancellor of Exchequer, on Wednesday,
for the purpose of submitting for his consideration certain
suggestions in connection with the Friendly Societies’
Bill, which will be presented to Parliament this Session. A
long discussion ensued, the Right Honourable Gentleman
courteously promising that every possible consideration
should be given to the several amendments suggested, and
in some matters urging a conference of Foresters with Mr,
Ludlow, the draftsman of the bill. The deputation were
highly pleased with their reccption.

Causes of five, generally unaccountable, are often wrapt
In mystery. All kinds of intelligent reasons are advanced on
pocasions of its outhreak, but the same result is wswally

arrived at—* No fellah can make it out.”” We must there.
fore regard Captain Shaw as little less than a wizard, if
measured by this standard, when we inspect his statistics
relative to this subject. Out of 1,573 fires, which occurred
in the year 1874, he positively furnishes us, in great detail,
with the causes of no less than 1,259, not including 18
which he reports as * doubtful.” The different headings,
under which he arranges the several causes of fire are
somewhat curious in some cases. For instance, smokers -
will be alarmed to find that 36 fires occurred throngh
“smoking tobacco.” Anxious parents will be horrified
to discover that under the two heads of * children playing
with lucifers,” and “children playing with fire,” no less
than 62 are accounted for. It will cause serious alarm to
householders generally that *escape of gas” was the
origin of 44, and “defective flues” of 62. The heads
under which the greatest number of fires are found are,
“ candles ” 218, and “sparks from fire ” 147, though the
climax is reached at 296, the number of those * not
accounted for.” The rescue of life on these occasions is the
most gratifying part of the report, and reflects the highest
credit on the courage and skill of the Fire Brigade. Thus,
out of 157 people in peril from fire during the past year,
the very large proportion of 134 were saved by the Brigade.
We find that one of these heroes has himself saved the
lives of 17, whilst a second has done that service to 11.
Statistics show a favourable progress in all the branches of
this most useful and praiseworthy institution. We wish
it all the encouragement it so richly deserves.

Having received universal tokens of affection and loyalty
throughout the entire length of his progressin hig new king.
dom, King Alphonso has now reached the army of the North.,
We liear of him at Saragossa on Wednesday last ; and the
telegrams inform us that the respite lately allowed the
Carlists will cease on the King’s arrival. We may look,
therefore, for some important results, when we regard the
enthusiasm which the restored monarchy has instilled into
thearmy. Carlist affairs do not seem to be “looking up” just
now either. The sinews of war would appear not to be forth-
coming ; there is some little difficulty in monetary affairs.
Bankers do not like the security, and object to advance
further sums. This might facilitate matters for the new king
very considerably. For how can soldiers, arms, or ammu-
nition be obtained now-a-days without the “needful?” We
hope that a fresh difficulty may not so soon be imposed upon
the youthful monarch, as the Gustuy affair seems to
promise. German honour—Bismarck’s honour—must be
satisfied ; no doubt will be; but we hope that “busy”
statesmen will advocate no indecent haste in the matter of
reparation, however well deserved it may be. There may
be some slight tinge of disappointment, perhaps, in the fact
that a king has been called to the throne without the per-
mission of Germany; but we trust the young monarch
will be allowed just a little breathing time to satisfy all
parties.

“Prevention is better than cure”-—cheaper, too, no
doubt—in every way more desirable. Are we to regard
this as the maxim which Burope accepts when we look
into the mighty warlike preparations she is now making ?
We have arrived at a pitch when armies are counted by
mllions, when countries present the aspect of one huge -
military establishment. By the passing of the Landsturm
Bill, every German between the ages of 17 and 42, who
does not already belong to the Army of Reserve, is liable
to be called out in the casc of an actual, or even a
threatened invasion. This will place at the disposal of
Germany a totul available force of 2,800,000 men. May be
the irritable temperament of France, writhing under her
late discomfiture and loss of tervitory, and ““eager for the
fray,” on the one hand, and the gigantic preparations of
Russia on the other, account in some way for the tone of
German military politics. I'rance and Russia are apparently
on very friendly terms. They hem in Germany between
them, and their united forces are said to number over
5,000,000 men, viz., Russia 3; millions, and France about
1,750,000, In addition to these great powers, we find
Austria, Italy, Denmark, Holland and Switzerland arming
to the teeth. What does it all mean? And what is
England doing? It becomes more apparent than ever
that she will never be able fo take any independent action
in Coutinental affairs again, though she might serve as a
vory useful conbingeut to a great power, The total
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available force of England would not amount to one-
tenth of that of France, or one-twentieth of the host of
Germany. She must be content then to leave war alone,
and follow peaceful pursuits. Thanks to her insular posi-
tion, she is virtually secure from invasion. Further, she
owns a navy which she is justly proud in thinking would
render her position unassailable, even if such a remote
contingency were threatening.

We wish we were able to offer more satisfactory intelli-
gence to our readers of the health of Prince Leopold.
His condition, though apparently much the same, does not
show altogether hopeful signs of a speedy recovery. We
read that hmmorrhage has returned, which the London
Medical Record regards as a very ominous sign in ordinary
cases of typhoid fever. We are glad to learn, however,
that the authority just quoted regards hamorrhage in this
case, not as proceeding from the fever, but attributes it to
a natural tendency to hmmorrhage in the Prince. Its ill-
effect, then, will be measured by the extent of debility it
may produce, and, having regard to the milder weather
now prevailing, we hope for some improvement at an
early date. '

Bro. 8. B. Oldham, Secretary to the Girls and Boys’
School in Iieland has been appointed Deputy Grand
Secretary and Treastirer to the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
in place of Bro. C.J. Walmisby, lately resigned.

A Masonic Templo is to be solemnly inaugurated at
Rome next month. It is understood that the oceasion will
be one of very great pomp.

We have great pleasure in announcing that on Wednes-
day last Bro. I. Edwards was unanimously elected to the
oftice of Town Clerk of St. Albans—a post rendered vacant
by the lamented decease of Bro. 1. W. Blagg. Bro.
Lidwards was also appointed Registrar of the County Court.

A vory pleasant gathering came off at the Criterion, the
other evening, on the occasion of a complimentary dinner
to Mr. Peter Laird, the late Assistant Secretary at the
Agricultural Hall, Islington, which post he had filled from
the first opening of the building. During his tenure of
oftice, Mr. Laird was deservedly popular with all classes,
and his retirement was a general source of regret. The
cstimation in which he was held by a large circle of fricnds
found a still more practical expression, on this occasion, in
the presentation of a handsome testimonial, consisting of a
purse of gold, which was suitably acknowledged.

Bro. B. P. Albert P.M. and Secretary 188, and Proxy
Master, Isle of Mauritius has been presented with a very
elegant medal, artistically enamelled in colours, as a mark
of honour from the Canongate and Leith Lodge, No. 5,
Scotland.

The story of Whittington and his Cat, no doubt be-
came familiar to most of our readers in the early days when
a visit to the Pantomime was one of the events of the
scason. The following, from a footnote to M. Riley’s
admirable preface to his Kdition of Liber Albus, may possess,
therefore, some interest. In the 14th and beginning of the
15th centuries, trading, ar buying and selling at a profis,
was known to the more educated classes under the French
name of “ Achat,” which in England was written, and not
improbably pronounced * Acat.” To “Acat” of this na-
ture Whittington was indebted for his wealth, and as, in
time, French was gradually displaced by modern English,
-the meaning of the word probably became lost, and thus
furnished an opportunity to some inventive genius, at a
much later period, for building up a new story on the

-double meaning of an old and effete word. Mr. Riley
further tells us that contracting was also known, in the
14th century as * Acat,” and to * Acat” of this descrip-
- tion Whittington may also have owed some of his wealth,
- Other solutions have been offered, and among them a sug-
gestion, in o spirit of irony, by Foote, in his Nabob, that

Whittington owed his wealth to the employment of the
coal ships known as ¢ Cats,” is deserving of notice.

Bro. Louis Beck’s Fourth Annual Ball will take place at
Willis’s Rooms, St. James’s, on Thursday, 11th February.
An efficient body of Stewards has consented to act on that
occasion. Tickets can be obtained at Bro. Beck’s, 1a
Adam Street, Strand. Bro. Jarvis is the M.C.

On Tuesday evening last a very successful Masonic Ball
was given in the Royal Pavilion, Brighton.

‘We observe that the death-rate has assumed much more
satisfactory dimensions during the past week, We find, by
the Registrar-General’s Returns, that the mortality in the
20 English towns shows the lower average of 32 per
1,000, 34 in Edinburgh, 42 in Dublin, and 44 in Glasgow.
The rate at Bradford is the lowest, viz., 22, while Manches-
ter is unhappily credited with the highest, 42. In London
the rate declined to 29 per 1,000. Altogether we may
consider the returns as satisfactory.

On Monday a Grand Conference was held at Birmingham
for the purpose of concerting measures throughout the
Midland Counties for the defence of the Church. The Earl
of Dartmounth presided, and letters were read from the Earl
of Harrowby and Mr. Newdegate, expressing both regret at
their inability to be present and entire sympathy with the
objects of the meeting. Amongst the speakers may be
mentioned none other than Lord Liyttelton, a prominent
member of the Liberal party, who was heartily congratu-
lated by the chairman on the taste and judgment he
displayed in handling the question. A large and influential
meeting was also held in the evening of the same day in the
Town Hall, when certain resolutions on the same subject
were offered and accepted.

For some days past a Trades’ Union Congress has been
sibting at Liverpool. Many subjects of interest were dis-
cussed, and among those who addressed the meeting may be
mentioned Mr. Plimsoll, M.P., in whose favour a resolution
was passed, expressing the complete sympathy of the Con-
gress with the honourable gentleman in his efforts on behalf
of our mercantile seamen. Mr. Plimsoll’s remarks naturally -
related to the subject he has so strenuously taken in hand.
A resolution was subsequently agreed to, that a memorial
should be presented to the Prime Minister, entreating that
the attention of the Government should be given to the
subject of the unseaworthiness of our ships. Several note-
worthy persons connected with Trades’ Unions were
present, including the honourable member for the Hole-in-
the-wall, Mr. Odger, of Republican notoriety.

IxstrUCTION.~—The Installation Ceremony will be re-
hearsed in the Confidence Lodge of Instruction, White
Hart Tavern, Abchurch-lane, Cannon-street, on Wednesday
evening, the 27th inst., at 7.30, by Bro. John Constable
W.M. 185.

Ilustrated Guide for Amatewr Gardencrs, Spring 1875, Daniel
Bros, Norwich.—Contains, among other matters, an excellent “Kitchen
Garden Calendar,” which will be found serviceable on the all impor-
tant questions of sowing, planting, treatment and selection of the
best varieties. Then follows an illustrated table of the various sorts
of vegetables most in-use, with notes to guide the amateur in his
choice of qualities, Next comes the “Flower Garden Calendar,”
similarly treated to its companion of the Kitchen Garden, and fol.
lowed in like manner by a long catalogue of plants and seeds, with
the addition of sundry suggestions on the purchase and arrangement
of plants in borders and beds. A description of several new sorts of
vegetables, and sundry new inventions for the greenhouse, concludes
this admirable gnide, which we accordingly recommend to the notice
of any among our readers who have & taste for gardening,

A Wondrous Tale, and other Poems, by 81, Marit. London: Chare
ing Cross Publishing Company.
Tursk little poems, which are all of a serious cast, are evidently
written by @ ’prentice hand, They exhibit a highly moral and
religious tone, and are, nodoubt, the work of an earnest soul, who
seeks to alleviate human woe,’and speak a word of hope to the
fallen. In vievy'of t'he evident intention of the author, we shall
restrain our critical instinet, and merely advise her to try again,

and yet again, before she venturos upon publishi by
tbymes, | ' pon publishing any additional
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DIARY FOR THE WEEK.

We shall be greatly obliged if the Secretaries of tl}e various
Lodges throughout the kingdom would favour us with & copy
of their summonses each time of issue.

SATURDAY, 23rd JANUARY.

Audit Committee, Boys' School, at 3.
119—Peace, Masonic Rooms, Meltham, . .
1207—West Kent, Forest Hill Hotel, Forest Hill, Lewisham.

MONDAY, 25th JANUARY.

4—TRoyal Somerset House and Inverness, Freemasons’ Hall,
96—Castle L of Harmony, Willis’s Rooms, St. James's,
98—0ld Kings Arms, Freemasons’ Hall. .
79—~Pythagorean, Ship Tavern, Royal Hill, Greenwich.
183—Unity, London ‘Favern, Bishopsgate-strect.
902—Burgoyne, Anderton’s Hotol, Fleet-street. .
905—De Gray and Ripon, Caledonian Hotel, Adelphi,
R. A. 25—Robert Burns, Freemasons’ Hatl.
R. A. 188—Joppa, Albion Tuvern, Aldersgate-strect.

27—St. Joln's, Masonic Temple, Halifax-road, Dewshury, Yorks.
R. A. 302—Charity, Masonic Hall, Bradford, Mon.

TUESDAY, 26th JANUARY.

~ Audit Committee, Girls’ School, Freemasons’ Hall, at 4,
14—Tuscan, Freemasons’ Hall.
92—Moirn, London Tavern, Bishopsgate-street.
141—Faith, Anderton’s Hotel, Flect-street.
145—Prudent Brethren, Freemasons’ Hall.
186—Industry, Masons’ Hall, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street.
205—TIsrael, City Terminus Hotel, Cannon-street.
259—Prince of Wales, Willis’s Rooms, St. James's,
1158—Southern Star, Montpelier Tavern, Walworth,
1196—Urban, Old Jerusalem Tavern, St. John's-gate.
1348—Ebury, Morpeth Arms Tavern, Millbank.
R. A. 21—Cyrus, Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-street.
R. A. 46—0ld Union, Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-street,

448—8t. James’, Masonic Hall, Halifax, Yorks.

WEDNESDAY, 27th JANUARY.

Festival of the Royul Masonic Benevolent Institittion for Aged Freemasons and
Widows of Freemasons.
2—Auntiquity, Freemasons’ Hall.

212—Kuphrates, Masons’ Hall, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall-street.
507—United Pilgrims, Horns Tavern, Kennington,

753—Prince Frederick William, Lord’s Hotel, St. John’s Wood:

751—High Cross, Seven Sisters’ Tavern, Page Green, Tottenbam,
898--Temperance in the Bast, Private Asselubly Rooms, 6 Newby-pluce, Poplar.
1056—Victorin, Anderton’s Hotel, I'lect-street.

290—Huddersfield, Masonic Hall, Huddersfield,

30t—Philanthropic, Masonic Hall, Leeds.

750- Friendship, Freemasons’ Hall, Cleckheaton, Yorks,
1283—Ryburn, Masonic Rooms, Sowerhy Bridge, Yorks,
R. A. 387—Moravian, Masonic Hall, Shipley.

THURSDAY, 28th JANUARY.

Goneral Committoe, Girls’ School, Freomasons’ Hall, at 4.
22—Neptune, Guildhall Tavern, Gresham-street,
34—Mount Morinh, Freemasons’ Hall.
60—Peace and Harmony, London Tavern, Bishopsgate.street,
#5—Prosperity, Guildhall Tavern, Gresham-street,
66—(Qrenadiers, Freemasons’ Hall,
99 —Shakespeare, Albion Tavern, Aldersaate-strcet.
871—Royal Oak, White Swaun Tavern, High-street, Dopttord.
R. A, 177—Dommatic, Auderton’s Hotel, Flect-strect.
R. A. 534—Polish National, Frecrasons’ Hall,
R. A, 766—Willinm Preston, City Terminus Hotel, Cannon-street,

810—Craven, Devonshire Hotel, Skipton,
$04—Phcenix, Ship Hotel, Westgate, Rotherham,
]?71\—}';;1 t'u(l}gm-l, f)ohmx?e{\c;;ﬂl-sb})icet, B:‘iﬁlcy. Yorks,
. A, 307—Good Inten iite Horse, Hebden Bridge, near Halifax.
K. T, Precep.—Fearnley, Dewshury. g6, hear Halifax

FRIDAY, 29th JANUARY.

R. A.13t—Caledonisn, Ship and Turtle Tavern, Leadenhall-strect.
R, A, 2#2—Magdalen, Town Hall, Doncastor,

SATURDAY, 30th JANUARY.

1482—Wharuneliffe, Rose wnd Crown Hotel, Pemstone, Yorks,

EDINBURGH DISTRICT.

MONDAY—319—St, Clair, Freemasons’ 1all, :
PUESDAY—151~Defensive Band, Alexander Hall, Cockburn-street.

. ) R. A. 40—Naval and Military, Freemazous® Hall.
WEDNESDAY—112—8t. John, Fisher-row, Royal Hotel, Musselburgh.
PTHURSDAY —392—Caledonian, Freemasons’ Hall,
FRIDAY—228—Tralalgar, 5¢ Bernard-strect, Leith,

NOTICES OF MEETINGS.

Grand Stewards’ Lodge.—The installation meeting of the
above Lodge, restricted to Present and Past Grand Stewards, was
held on Wednesday, the 20th inst., Bro. Waters occupying the chair,
supported by the officers and Bros. F. Bicckes (Secretary Boys’
School), I. Norman, Scott, G. S. States, Pankhurst, Edmonds,
Breary, Richards, White, &c. The Lodge was opened, and the
minutes were confirmed. Bro, J. R. Stedwell P.G.S, asd P.G.J.W.
(Middleses), was duly installed into the chair. He then appointed
his officers for the ensning year, viz.—Bros. E. March S.W., Hockley
J.W. and Seccretary, R. Spencer Treasurer, Baxter S.D., Walsh J.D.,
J. B. Saunders P.G.D. 1.G., ¥. Richardson D.C., W. Watson W.S,,
and Rawles Tyler. Bro. White P.G.S. having announced his inten.
tion to act as Steward at the forthcoming anniversary of the Girls’
School, the snm of five guineas was placed on his list from the funds
of the Lodge. The following presents to the Lodge were announced,
viz.—a very elcgant square and compass, by Bro. R. Spencer;
Bro. Stedwell W.M,, the columns; Bro, Norman, the cushion;
Bro. Walters, the bullot-bux ; and Bro, Rucker, the rough and perfect

ashlar. Votes of thanks were accorded to those brethrem, whick
were carried upanimously. The Lodge was then closed, and the
brethren sat down to the usual banquet, which was provided by
Bro. Francatelli, and superintended by Bro. Knill. The usual loyal
and Masonic toasts were given by the W.M. The toast of H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales as Grand Master was received with great
enthusiasm, as well as that of the Earl of Carnarvon Provincial
Grand DMaster, and Lord Skermersdale Deputy Grand Master.
Bro. E. March S8.W., in a pertinent speech, in returning thaunks,
regretted the absence of two members of the Lodge, who were
mombers of Grand Lodge, namely—Bros. Rucker and J. E.
Saunders, who were prevented from being present by important
duties. Bro. Waters LP.M,, in proposing the toast of the W.M,,
said how pleased he was to see him in the chair. He was one who
was qualified to fill it; his heart and soul were in the cause of
Freemasonry, and he was sure it was the wish of every brother
present. (Cheers.) The W.M., in reply, said he had to thank
Bro. Waters for his kind expressions; it was a great pleasure to be
Master of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, and he wouald be only too
happy to render any assistance duriug his yearof office to the Lodge.
The toast of the visitors was responded to by Bros. White and
Goldsmith., Bro. Waters returned thanks for the Past Masters in a
capital speech. He said that he hoped, in seeing so numerous an
assemblage of the brethren present, that they might, in the conrse
of time, aspire to so eminent a position as that he now occupied—a
Past Master of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge. (Cheers.) The toasts
of the Treasurer (Bro. Spencer) and Secretary followed. The W.M.,
in proposing the toast of the officers of the Lodge, stated he was
proud to see such as those he had selected, and he hoped, on a
future oocasion, to see them in the same position he now occupied.
Bro. March S.W. returned thanks for the toast, and pertinently said,
it was merely a snggestion, that he hoped would be carried out, that
the Grand Stewards for the year should be invited to visit the
Grand Stewards' Lodge; it would not only create areciprocal feeling,
but would add materially in augmenting their nnmbers. The W.M,
then proposed the toast of *“ The Charities.” He was pleased to see
one of the members of his Todge present, Bro. Binckes, who
represented a great and glorious institution—The Boys’ School.
Bro. Binckes, in response, gave the brethren the numbers of the
boys and girls who were being educated and clothed, also those of
the aged who were provided for, but he also stated that there were
525 candidates now waiting for admission info the three charitics at
the next clections. Bro. White followed, and hoped the brethren and
their families would visit the various institations, for they would
then see how the amounts given would be thankfully received and
faithfully applied. The Tyler's toast was then given. The
brethren were cntertained by the beautiful singing of Bros. Carter,
Lister and Iawler jun., who gave some capital songs and glees ;
Bros. Edmonds and Baxter also contributing to the harmony.

Medina Liodge, No., 35.—The annual meeting of this Lodge,
which is the most ancient in the Province of Hampshire und the
Isle of Wight, was held ou Thursday last, at the Lodge Rooms, High
Street, Cowes. The brethren assembled at about 3 p.m., for the purpose
of assisting in the installation of Bro. T. W. Faulkner. Bro. Faulkner
hag alrcady filled the chair on one or two occasions, but the brethren
knowing his zest for Freemasonry again selected him as the Master
for the year 1875. 'The Lodge having been opened in the three
degrees, the cevemouy was carried out by Bro.J. G. Wheeler, the
retiring Master, assisted by the other P.M.s of the Lodge. . The
Masgter having been duly installed, procecded to the appointment of
hisofficers. 'The business at the Lodge having been concluded, the
brethren retived to the banquet, at the Fountain Hotel., The chair
was taken by the W.M., and the vice-chair by Bro. J. Hall Smith P.M,
and 8.W., after which the usnal loyal and Masonic toasts were given
and were well received.

Mount Lebanon Lodge, No. 73.—The installation ceremony
in connection with this distinguished Lodge took place on Tuesday
night, at Bro. Spencer’s, Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge,
Members and visitors, numbering together upwards of a hundred,
assembled npon the occasion. 'They included several provincial
grand ofticers, a large number of Past Masters, Wardens, Deacons,
and other officers of the Craft, each and all of whom wore the fall
insignia of their respective offices. The Lodge met at 5 o’clock, and
Past Master Harris, Treasurer, performed the cercmony of installing
Bro. Isaac John Hooper Wilkins Master of the Lodge for the
ensuing year. At the conclusion of the business the company
adjourned to the banquet hall, were covers were laid for 120 guests.
The newly installed Master presided, supported, on his right, by an
initiate, and on hig left, by Past Master Harris. There were also
present, at the cross-table, Bro. Colonel Burdett, Provincial Grand
Master of Middlesex; Bro. T. J. Sabine, Provincial Grand Deacon of
Middlesex ; Bro. W. Smeed, Provincial Grand Warden of Middlesex f
Bro. James Cattley Mason (Mason, Cattley and Co.) ; and Bro. Lazarus,
Past Grand Warden of Wilts, who, in responding for the visitors,
took the opportunity of producing his certiticate of a Master, which
was dated 23vd January 1825, and signed by Fredevick Augustus
(the Duke of Sussex), who was, at that time, Grand Master. After
the service of an excellent dinner by Bro. Joseph Spencer, the
‘ Queen and the Craft,” and the other masonic toasts, were proposed
by the Worshipfal Master, who, in the course of the evening,
presented, in the name of the Lodge, a magnificent jewel to the
immediate Past Master, Bro. J. L. Dussek, unanimously voted ont of
the Lodge funds, supplemented by the private subscriptions of the
brethren. The toasts were interspersed with songs and glees, under
the direction of Bro. John Read. The evening was one of the most
successful of the successfal meetings of the Mount Lebanon Lodge.

Nt. John'’s Tiodge, N0, 90.—The installation mesting of this |
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Lodge was held at the Albion Tavern, Aldersgate Street, on Monday,
11th inst. ; there were present Bros. Rumford P.M. W.M., Wetherell
S.W., Snelling J.W., J. Elesec P.M. Treasurer, J. Griffen P.M. Secre-
tary, Venn S.D., W. Stormer J.D., Smith I.G., W. R. Stepheus
P.M. W.S,, Bro. G.P. Griffin M., McDoungal P.M., S. C. Hadley
G.A.D. C.P.M., Bros. W. Rathbone, T. Meyrick, J. D. Allison, W,
Brown, W. Colpoys, J. L. Cross, J. Margetsen, P. A, Coard, J. Pearce,
S. Henderson, (. Thorne, J. Kelsey ; there were several visitors present,
amongst whom were the. following, Bro. N. D. Benjumea, of a Foreign
Lodge, A. J. Bristow No. 14, C. Challen and E. M. McDongal No. 3,
E. W. Plowright P.G.S., E. Dow 821, L. Rumford, C. E. Eglese 1261,
W. 1. Spicer 579, F. J. Foord 424, W. Burgess 404, The Lodgo was
opened, and the minutes of the previous meeting were read, and con-
firmed. The Lodge was opened in the second degree, and the W.M.
elect, Bro. Wetherell, was presented to the W.M. to receive at his
haunds the honour of installation. The Lodge was opened in the
third degree, and the W.M.’s having retired, Bro. Wetherell was in.
stalled into the chair of K.8., according to ancient custom, the
M.M. having re-entered the Lodge, and saluted the W.M., the Lodge
was closed in firgt and second degree, and the ofticers were appointed
and invested as follows:—Bro. Snelling 8.W., Vemn J.W., Eglese
Treasurer, G. P. Griffin Secretary, W. Stormer $.D., Smith J.D. The
Lodge was then closed, and the brethren adjourned to banquet.

St. John's Lodge, Banff.—The annual meeting of this Lodge
was held on Thursday, the 1ith inst,, for the purpose of transacting
the ovdinary business, and for the election of office-beavers. After
the business of the Lodge was over, the brethven dined together in
their hall, Brother D. 3 'Culloch presiding. A very pleasant and
harmonious evening was spent.

Lodge of Justice, No. 147,.—The installation meeting of this
Lodge, was held at the White Swan Tavern, High-strect, Deptford, on
Wednesday, the 18th inst. There were about 50 brethren present.
Bro. C. G. Dilley W.M. in the chair assisted by Bro. J. Roper 8.W.,
Bro. Speight 8.D., Church I1.G., Past Masters G. Bolton, T. Percival,
J. Lightfoot. R. Batt, J. Patte, J. Cavel, H. Sadler, G. Chapman
Secretary, and . Bartlett Treasurer. Bros, J. J. Hutchins, G. Water-
man, T, Partington, J. W. Freeman, G, Bray, J. L. Doust, J. H.
Skelton, €. Porter, N. Clarke, J. Endicott, B. Goodman, 8. Hurdle, J.
Chappell, W. Kennett, T. Mott, G, Dukes, W. Ingram, J. J. Pitt, T.
Miles, and several others, The Lodge being opened, and the minutes
contirmed, a ballot was taken for Mr. T, Clarke, R. R. Banks, and 1. C.
Freeman for initiation. The Lodge was opened in sceond degree, and
Bro. G. Bray, having answered the usnal questions, was entrasted
and vetired. The Lodge was opened in third degree, and Bro. Bray
was raised to that degree, the Lodge was resumed in sccond degree,
and Bro. John Roper was presented for installation. The Lodge was
resumed in third degree, and Bro. Roper, having been installed, and
the Lodge closed down to the first degree, the W.DL appointed and
invested his officers as follows :—Bros. Andrew P.M. S.W., Speight
J.W., Church 8.D., Waterman J.D., Partington I1.G., Past Masters
H. Bartlett, and G. Chapman were re-invested as Treasurer and
Sccretary. The W.M.* Bro. Roper, then initiated Messrs. J.
Clarke, R. R. Banks, and H. €. Freeman into the Order. The Lodge
was then closed, and the brethren adjourned to a most excellent
banquet, provided by Mis. Porter, the hostess. The following visitors
were present :—Bro. H. Moore P.M. 1155, of which Lodge Bro. Reper
is an officer. Bros. S. Hose 8.W. 1155, J. Carver P.M. 1155, J.
Welstead D.C. 1155, Burton 933, G. Brown P.BM. 169. The usnal
Masonic toasts were given. Bro. H.Moore responded for the visitors,
and, in returning thanks, remarked that in the conrse of his Masonic
experience, which extended over some ten years, he had never heard
n WM, on the night of bis installation, perform the cercimony of
initiation in @ more able and impressive manner than Bro. Roper
bad done that evening. The brethren having spent u wost pleasant
evening, departed, highly satisfied with their enjoyment.

Bedford Lodge, No. 1567.—The members of this excellent
old Lodge met on the 8th instant, and disposed of a large amount
of business, the W.M., Bro. Briggs, initiating, passing and raising
several gentlemen and brethren into the various degrees in n very
able mauner. Bro. P.M. Stacey installed Bro. James Lear Drew
into the W.M.’s chair. The W.M. made appointments to the
several offices as follow :—Bro. Walton S.W.; Bro. Poole J.\V;
Br. Creak S.D. There was a good muster of P.M.’s, amongst whom
we noticed Bros. Cubits, Millis, Holland, Hills, Smith and Brander.
Among the large attendance of visitors were Bros. Farthing .M. ;
Boyd P.M.; Beard P.M.; Kepling P.M.; Pope PO ; Darke .M. ;
Nicholls P.M.; Hillis P.M.; J. R. Stacey P.M. and 1. Butler P.W.
The usual P.M.’s jewel was unanimously awarded to the W.M. A
banquet followed, the W.M. presiding. The cvening’s entertainment
was much enhanced by the singing of Madame Constuntin, Mr. G. T.
Carter and Mr. T. Beale, Mr. J. C. Dunster presiding at the pianoforte.

St. James’s Union Lodge, No, 180.—The installation
mecting of this Lodge was celebrated on Tuesday the 12th inst., at
Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen-street, Bro. Gallico W.M. occupied
the chair. W. C. Parsons S.W., Gillard J.W. 7The officers and
P.M.’s Smethett, Bubb, Cameron, Sedgwick, J. H. Stacey, Herf, &c.
The Lodge was opened, and tbe mivutes were confirmed. Bro,
Tndbury was raised to the third degree, and Bro, Kasper to the
gecond degree, and Messvs. Thompson, Pavett, Raimo and Brestgla,
were initiated into the Order. Bro. W. C. Parsons S.W., who had
been unanimously elected at the former meeting, was then installed
into the chair by the retiring W.M. Bro. Gallico. Saluatations
according to ancient form were then accorded to the W.M,, who
invested_his officers as follows i~DBros, Galligo LP.M,, Gillard 8.1V,

A. Annett (secretary L. V. Asylam), J. W. Robinson P.M, Treasurer,
H. A. Stacey P.M. Secretary, Pilling 8.D., 8, Smith J.D., Harrisson
1.G., J. Stacey P.M. D.C, Bros. Herf and Farwig Stewards, and
Gilbert Tyler. The W.L, in feeling terms, announced the death of
Bro. Archard P.M. and Bro. Thorn. The W.M. then stated he, Bro.
H. A. Stacey P.M. and Bro. Cameron W.M., had signified their
intention to act as stewards at the forthcoming festivals,
A very elegant Gold Past Master’s jewel was presented to Bro.
Gallico I.D.M. by the W.M, for the able manner he had discharged
his duties during his year of office. Bro. Gallico having replied, the
brethren adjonrned to the Crown Room, where every accommodation
was made for them by Bro. Francatelli. A snmptuous banquet was
provided, and 109 brethren sat down to partake of it. The W.M.
gave the nsnal toasts, both Loyal and Masonic, and Bros. John Boyd
P.G.P. and C. A. Cottebrune P.Gi.P. responded in counection with the
toast of the Past Grand Ofticers. The toast of the W.DM. was proposed
by Bro. Gallico I.M.P., he said the W.DM., in occupying that position,
was one who wonld sce the working carried out to the satisfaction of
every brother in the Lodge. The W.M. suitably responded. The toast
of the visitors was replied to by the P.P.G.O.  and Bro. Bayfield
P.M. 511. The toast of the Masonic Charities conld not have found a
more eloquent speaker than Bro. F. Binckes, whose powerfnl
advocacy of that noble charity descrves great praise, and commanded
the attention of the numerous brethrven present. The toasts of the
Wardens and Officers followed, and a “delightful evening was
passed, enlivencd by barmony. The W.M. announced that the
13th annunal ball, in connection with this Lodge, would take place on
the 4th Febrnary, under the able presidency of the W.M., Bro. Parsons
aud an efficient body of stewards would lend him valuable assistance,.

Lodge of Tranquillity, No. 185.—This Lodge met on the
18th inst., at Cammon-street Hotel, E.C. Bro. John Constable
W.M. presided, The chief business of the evening consisted of the
election of Worshipful Master, Treasurer and Tyler for the ensuing
year. The ballot resulted in favour of worthy Bro. John Ross, the
J.W., a8 WM. The voting was nnanimous, and the annonncement
received with ncclamation, Bro. Ross briefly thanked the brethren
for their goodwill, and promised to emnlate the example of his pre.
decessor.  Bro. John I’eartree was re-elected honorary Treasurer.
He thanked the brethren for their confidence ; for the sixteenth time
they had thought proper to cntrust him with the honorary and
honourable post, and assured them that such zeal and assiduity as
was in his power to bestow, would ever be employed to the advan.
tage of the Todge, ag well as the promotion of its interest and
prosperity. Bro. Vesper was rve-elected Tyler. DBro. Sydney P.M.
proposed that £10 10s should be voted from the Lodge funds to
purchase a suitable testimonial to Bro. John Constable upon his
retirement from office, for his eminent services daving the time the
dircction of the Lodge was under his cave. This was not only
unanimously carried, but a committec was ab once formed for the
purpose of collecting subscriptions to supplement the gift of the
Lodge with something tangible, which should represent and express
the high esteem in which that brother is held by every one of its
members. A the conclusion of the Lodge business, refreshment was
served under the snperintendence of Bro. Silver. Ample justice was
done to a very excellent repast. The toasts were of the usual
character. The health of the W.M. elect was proposed by the pre-
siding W.BM, in feeling terms. Firm friends from boyhood, they
have kept together, step by step, in Masonry. DMay such
friendship never be severed. Bro. Saul Solomon P.M. proposed the
Lealth of the W.M., and in glowing terms recited the escellent
qualities of Bro. Constable, and the great services he had rendered to
the Lodge. For, nupon his entrance among them, they were in a
rather precarious condition, but maicly owing to his unparalleled
energy and zeal, he may be said to have caused its resuscitation.
Through his instrumentality a number of highly respectable
brethren have come amougst us.  New blood creates new sinews, and
energies, and encourages a hope for the brightest prospects in the
foture. May the Lodge for many years enjoy the advantage of his
valuable asgistance. Bro, Constable, in his brief response, assured
the brethren that his best endeavours wonld always be at the service
of the Lodge.

Abercorn Lodge, No. 2908.—The installation banquet wag
held on Thursday, the 14th inst., in the Beresford Arms Hotel. The
chair was occupied by Bro. William Girvan W.M., and during a portion
of the evening by Bro. G. Il. Smith. The toast of “The Qucen”
having been given and duly honourcd, that of “The M.W. H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales G.M. of England,” was given, and enthusiastically
received. A song (specially composed for the occasion, by a brother of
the Lodge), entitled, * From every Lodge in England,” was sung by Bro.
Nelson, all thosc present joining iun the chorns. In responding to the
toast, the R.W.Maxwell €, Close (representative from G.L. of England
at the G.L. Ireland) congratulated the Craft on the two practical
ans wers which, within the last few months, have been given to those
who charged Freemasons with being an illegal and disloyal body.
These answers were, the acceptance by theheir apparent tothe throne
of the position of G.M. of England, and by the Queen’s viceroy in thig
country of a similar office in Irish Ilnsoury. (Applause.) These
events, so recent in the history of the Brotherhood, established the
perfect harmony and intimate union between the Craft and the
Crown, which should be a source of deep satisfactiou to every brother
in the kingdom,

Royal Sussex Lodge, No. 342, Portsea.—The installation
of Bro. Richard Newland (member of the Portsmouth Town Council)
as the W.M. of this Lodge took place on Wednesday, the 20th inst.,
the ceremony being ably conducted by the retiring W.M, (Bro. J. T
Craven), The following brethren were afterwards appointed and
invested as officors for the ensuing twelve months, Bro, Craven LP,JL,
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Bro. Turney S.W., Bro. H. J. Gray J.W. Bro. Redward P.M.
Treasurer, Bro. Willson P.M. and Bro. S. Edwards Secretaries,
Bro. W, Payne S.D. The banquet was provided by Bro. Geo. Bond, of
the Castle Hotel, Southsen, and the following toasts were duly
honoured. The Queen and the Craft, the M.W. Girand Master H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales, and the MW, Pro. Grand Master the Earl of
Carnarvon ; the R.W. Deputy Grand Master Lord Skelmersdale, and
the Officers of Ciraud Lodge; the R.W. Pro. Grand Master Bro. W.
W. B. Beach, M.P., and Officers of P. G. Lodge, the W.M.s and
representatives of ncighbowring Lodges; the visitors; the Worship-
ful Master, the installing Master (Bro. Craven), the P.M.s of the
Royal Sussex Lodge, the Officers of the Royal Sussex Lodge.

8t. Peter’sT.odge, No. 442, Peterborough.—The Festival
of 8t. John was celebrated on Thursday, the 14th inst. There wasa
good attendance of the brethren, and several visitors. Bro.
Buckle (Pr. G.8.) presented the patent of office to Bro, Butler
Wilkins, of Northampton, who has recently been appointed D.Pr.G. M.
by the Pr. G.M. his Grace the Duke of Manchester. Bro. Wilkins
thanked tho brethren for having nominated him to the office, and for
giving him so hearty a reception, and Bro. E. Vergette sen. then
ingtalled the W.AL elect, Bro. R. IL. Griffin.

Mersoy Lodge, No. 477, Birkenhead.—On Thursday, the
14th inst., the annual installation was held at the Masonic Chambers,
Argyle Street, where there was an attendance of npwards of 100
members and visitors. The Lodge was opened by Bro. R. Gracie,
and after the minntes had been confirmed, Bro. D. Fraser was
installed W.M. by Bro. W. Bulley, who is one of the P.G. Wardens
of the Province of Cheshire.

Portsmouth Lodge, No, 487.—There was a large atten-
dance of members of this Lodge at the meeting on Tharsday evening,
the 14th inst., on the occasion of the installation of Bro. Thomas Moore
ag W.M. for the ensuing year. The present position of tho Lodge is
eminently satisfactory, and the W.M. is to bo congratulated on
entering upon his year of office under the most favourable auspices.
On Thurday evening a gratifying and pleasing event took place—the
presentation of o handsome gold P.M.s jewel to the retiring W.M.
(Bro. J. DMaltby), under whose rule the Portsmouth Lodge has
flonrished to an nnprecedented extent. The jewe! bears the following
ingoription :—* Presented to Bro. John Maltby P.M. P.P.G.S.B.,
Hants and Isle of Wight, by the brethren of the Portsmonth Lodge,
No. 487, in recognition of hig able and valuable services as W.M.
1874 The presentation was made by Bro. G. S. Lancaster P.M.
Prov. J. G, Warden, who referred to the services rendered to the
Lodge by the recipient. Bro. Maltby suitably acknowledged the gift.
The nsunal formalities having been gone throngh, Bro. Moore was then
installed as W.M. of the Lodge, in the presence of the following
W.M’s and P.Ms:—Bros. G. S. Lancaster B.J.G.W., M. E. Frost
P.G. Treasurer, Ogburn P.P.G.W., TForbes P.P.G.W. (Essex), J.
Cornelins-Wheeler W.3M, 257, Craven W.M, 342, (. Felton Lancaster
W.M. 203, A. L. Emanuel W.M. 1069, Sir John Alleyne, Bart. W.DL
1324, J. Maltby, A. Cudlipp, T. Batehelor, E. Groves, E. . Holbrook,
S. R. Ellis, and Sleeman. The ceremony was ably condncted by Bro.
Frost, to whom, at a later period of the evening, the cordial thanks
of the Lodge were tendered. The W.. appointed the following
officers for the ensning year :—Bros. J. Maltby LP.M., E. Bunting S.W.,
G. Bond J.W., G. 8. Lancaster P.M. Treasurer, M. E. Frost P.M.
and J. Astridge Secretaries, R. W. Beale S.D,, C. Vine J.D., A.
German I.G., A. Cudlipp P.}M. D.C., R. Osborne Organist, G. Sherman
and J. Moors Stewards, J. Watson and J. Exell Tylers. It was
regolved, on the motion of Bro. Frost, seconded by Bro. Astridee, that
the best thanks of the Lodge be tendered to Bro. Maltby, for his
gervices during the past year, and that the samo be recorded on the

" minutes. Upwards of 50 of the brethren subsequently partook of an
excellent banquet in the dining-room of the Hall, at which the W.M.,
presided. The menu reflected great credit on Mr, Butler, the caterer.
The W.D. proposed the first toast, “The Queen and the Craft”
which was duly honoured. ¢ The Grand Master H.R.H. the Prince
of Wales ” was proposed, in suitable terms, by Bro. Maltby. Bro.
Sir John Alleyne gave ¢ The M.W. Prov. Grand Master the Earl of
Carnarvon,” The toast of “ The Depaty Grand Master (Lord Skel-
mersdale) and the Officers of the Grand Lodge ”’ was entrasted to Bro.
Cudlipp, who spoke of the rapid strides Frcemasornry had made of
late years, and alluded to the grand principles of the Craft. Several
other toasts followed, the health of the Worshipful Master being
received with great enthusiasm, In responding, Bro. Moore assured
the brethren that it would be his earncst endeavour to carry out the
duties of his office to the satisfaction of the Lodge, and with credit to
himself. Bro. Ogburn respouded for “ The Visitors,” and gave “ The
LP.M. and P.M.s of the Lodge,” which was acknowledgzed by Bro.
Maltby. Bro. Bunting, as Senior Warden, responded for  The Officors
of the Lodge,” and promised the Worshipful Master, on their behalf,
all the aid in their power during his year of office.

Wellington Lodge, No. 784, Deal.—The installation of
the W.M., Bro. John Edward Apps P.M. into the chair of K.S,
took place at the Lodge Room, Assembly Rooms, Park Street, Deal,
on Thursday, the 14th inst, The Lodge having been dnly opened in
the first and second degrees, by Bro. A. E. Ralph P.M,, in the absence
of Bro. J. M. Browning, W.M., through illness, the ceremony of
ingtallation was performed by Bro. A, E. Ralph P.M. P.G.J.D. of
Kent. We may remark that Bro. Ralph is a young and rising Mason,
whom we hope to see make his way in the Craft. After the inter-
esting ceremony of installing the W.DI. elect into the chair of K.S.,
the W.M. proceeded to appoint and invest his officers for the ensning
year, as follows : Bro. Capt. Woon R.M., S.W.; Bro. H. S. Goodall
J.W.; Bro. J. E, Apps Treasurer ; Bro, Rev, C, E, 8. Woolmer Chap-

lain; Bro. W. M. Cavell P.M. P.P.G.8.D. Secretary; Bro. W. H.
Hayman $.D.; Bro. F. Fitch J.D. ; Bro. T. Paul D.C.; Bro. J. Doorne
P.M. Organist ; Bro. Tyson Stubbs L.G. ; Bro. T. J. Woodraff S.; Bro.
W. J, A. Norris Tyler, &c. The Lodge being closed, the brethren
repaired to the bangnetting room adjoining, where an excellent repast
had been propared by the worthy hostess of the Royal Hotel, Mrs.
Alleu, the tables being beautifully decorated with choice plants and
flowers. The usunal loyal and patriotic toasts having been given,
the healths of the visitors were responded to by Bre. R. J.
Emmerson P.M. P.P, G. J. W. Kent, H. C. Fuhr P.M, 1028, &c.
The Chaplin, Rev. C. E. Shirley Woolmer, in responding to his health,
delivered an eloquent oration on Craft Masonry, showing its advan.
tages, and ot the same time gave a graphic description of early
Masonry and it origin in England. Bros, Doorne, Emmerson, Bird,
Woon, Dow, Meson, &c. having favoured the company with some
excellent singing and music, a most agreeable evening was brounght
to a close.

Gosport Lodge, No. 903.—The iustallation of Bro. G.
Felton Lancaster, as W.M., took place on Tuesday, the 12th inst., ab
the Star Assembly Room, on which occasion there was a nnmerous
attendance of members of the Lodge aund visiting brethren. The
following formed the board of installed masters:—Bros. M. E. Frost,
8. D. Forbes, Lientenant Miller R.M., Cornelins Wheeler, J. Craven,
Ellig, Main, Wallingford, Ubsdell, Sleeman, Maltby, A. L. Emanuel,
Stapleford and J. Hall I.M.P., by whom the ceremony of installing
his successor was performed in & most impressive manner. The
efficient aid rendered by Bro. Hall to the Lodge during his year’s
rale, and previously as secretary, were suitably acknowledged, and &
P.M.’s jewel was presented to him. It bore the following inscripticn ¢
—Presented to Bro. John Hall by the brethven of the Gosport
Lodge, No. 903, in recognition of his able and valuable services ag
W.M. 1874.” The W.M. appointed his officers as follows :—LP.M,
Bro. J. Hall; 8.W. Bro. J. Maling; J.W. Bro. the Rev. E. B. C.
Churehill ; Treasurver Bro. C. R. Whitcomb; Secrctary Bro. W,
Hillier ; §.D. Bro. A. Brown ; J.D. Bro. Robinson; D. of C. Bro.
Lover; I.G. Bro. Wise; Organist Bro. Misselbrook; Stewards
Bros. Mitchell and Grant. The installation banquet took place at the
India Arms, under the presidency of the W.M., and a very pleasant
evening wag spent.

Lodge of Monteflore, No. 1017.—A meeting of this Lodge
was held on Wednesday, at Freemasons’ Hall, Great Queen-street,
Bro. J. Granebaum W.M., supported by his Wardens and Officers,
and P.M/s. Bros. S.V. Abrohams, E. P. Albert Secretary, Lowen.
stark, J Lazarag, Pollitzer, De Solla, &c. The Lodge having been
opened, the following geatlemen wore ballotted for and initiated, viz,,
Bros, M. Levy, J. Berliner, H. Hunt, L. M. Rausso and H. Dransburg,
Bros. Wilson and Cave wore raised to the third degree, and Bro,
Harper was passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft. The Lodge
was then closed, and the brethren adjourned to a slight repast. The
visitors were Bros. Borgen 188, and M, Spiegel 188.

Lord Warden'Lodge, 1096.—On Friday, the 15th inst., Bro,
T. J. Usher P.M. and Secretary, was presented with a P.M.s gold
jewel by the Lodge, ag one of the founders, and in recognition of
the invalunable servicos he has vendered to the Lodge since its
formation.

Ficlectic Lodge, No. 1201.—The installation meeting of this
Lodge was held on Monday, the 18th instant, at Freemasons’ Hall,
Great Queen Street. Bros, C. Watts W.M. ; J. Mander S.W.; J. Nunn
P.G.S. Treasurer, aud Collett P.M. The Lodge was opened and the
minutes” were confirmed. Bros. Saxon and Paramore were passed
to the degree of Fellow Crafts, and Bro. Assender was raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason, The W.IM.,, althongh suffering from
indisposition, performed the ceremonics admirably. A board of
Installed Masters was then formed, and Bro. Mander J.W. and W. M,
elect was presented to the Lodge, and received the benefit of
installation at the hands of Bro. Joshua Nunn, the founder of the
Lodge and first Master. The new Master installed his officers as
follows, viz :—Brog, C, Watts LP.M., J. H. Watts S.W., Pankhurst
J.W., J. Nunn P.G.S. Treasurer, Wood Secretary, Harty 8.D., Taylor
J.D., Moss I.G., Saull D.C., Grant Tyler. After which the brethren
adjourned to the Café Royal, Ayr Street, Regent Street, where an
excellent banquet was provided by Bro. Nicols. The usual loyal and
Masgonic toasts were given. The toasts of the W.M., Past Masters
and visitors were given. Tho toasts of the officers followed, and the
brethren separated after a most enjoyable gathering.

Finsbury Park Lodge, No. 1288, — The installation
meeting of this young, but thriving Lodge, met on Thursday, 14th inst,,
at the Finsbury Park Hotel, Seven Sisters’ Road, Holloway. Bro. J,
F. Smith occupying the chair, T. Meekham S,W., Davis J.W., and
P.M.s J. Frost, Price, H. Stacey and o numerons assemblage of the
brethren. The Lodge was opened and the minates were confirmed,
The business consisted of 4 raisings, 2 passings and 4 initiationg.
Bro. T. Meekham $.W. and W.M. clect was presented to s Board
of Installed Masters, and the ceremony was admirably performed by
Bro. J. Stacey P.AM.; the W.M. having been saluted according to
ancient custom, iuvested his officers, Bros. Davis S.W., Baker J.W,,
J. F. Smith P.DM. Treasuver, Price P.M. Seccretary, Good S.D.,
Simmonds J.D., and Rothschild I.G. The Lodge was then cloged, and
the usual banquet followed. In the course of the evening a very
elegant gold Past Master’s jewel was presented to the retiring W.M,
for the able manner he had conducted the daties of the chair during
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bis year of offico. The toasts of the Wardens and Officers were
given and responded to, and the brothers soparated.

Gladsmuir Lodge, No. 1885, Barnet.—An emergency
meeting of thiz Lodge was held on the 16th inst. Messrs, G. B,
Abbott and W. F, Taunton were initiated.

Halsey Lodge, No. 1479, St. Albans,—The monthly
meeting of the members of this young and flonrishing Lodge was
held at the Town Hall, St. Albans, on Wednesday, 20th iunst.,
Bro. Lowthin W.M. in the chair. After the business of the evening
had been transacted, the brethren adjourned to The Peahen, where
supper was served in o very satisfactory manner by Bro. W. Marks,

THE DRAMA.
¢ Our Boys ’—The Holborn Amphitheatre.

THE Theatrical event of the week, has been the production at the
Vaudeville Theatre of & new comedy from the pen of Mr. H. J.
Byron. Our Boys, as the play in question is entitled, is ome of the
funniest, as it is certainly one of the most improbable of Mr. Byron's
many productions. The very extravagance of the story furnishes
n not inconsiderable degree of the amusement, bunt, in addition to
this, there is an abundance of witty dialogue, and some quaint bits of
character add fo the gencral fand of entertainment. Mr. Byron has
written more probable stories ; perbaps a few that are more deserving
of a place in the general literature of the country, but we may safely
say that he has never produced one more provocative of downright

hearty Janghter than this,

To begin with, we are asked fo believe that an arvistrocratic baronet
and an illiterate bntterman bave become intimately acquainted with
each other, and are on the warmest of visiting terms, "They bhave
scarcely anything in common ; their tastes, antecedents, occnpations
being as different as one can well imagine; hut one circumstance
suffices to bind them together in the bonds of a mutnal sympathy,
It appears that Sir Geoffrey Champneys and Perkyn Middlewick, as
these strange acqnaintances are called, have each a son of about the
same age, whom they have sent to travel on the Continent. By
another strange coincidence, the two young men have met each

other abrond, and have themselves struck up a fast friendship. By
a third extraordinary coincidence, the two ladies, whom Sir Geoffrey
and Mr. Middlewick have respectively sclected for their danghters-in-
law, have also been travelling on the Continent, and have made the
acquaintance of the young moen. Thus ib wonld seem that a most sar-
prising series of coincidences had combined to give effect to the
paternal wishes. Unfortunately, however, the young lady whom
Sir Geoffrey had fixed his heart, ov vather his son’s heart npon, has
won the affections of Middlewick jils, while the juvenile Champneys
has thrown himself at the feet of the lady whom the butterman had
determined his son should marry. Here, therefore, is a complicatior,
which to parents of the stern mould of Sir Geoffrey Champneys and
Mr. Middlewick, could by no possibility he endared. The sons mnst
make an exchange of sweethearts, or their parents will cut thom off
with o shilling, and as the young men prove obdurate in the matter,
they are, in fact, expelled from the patornal mansions. In the third
act we find the two swains “roughingit” in London lodgings. They
have found it not snch easy work to enrn aliving as they had expected,
and they have experienced something like privation. But if they
have fared badly, their parents have not been much more fortunate.
The love of their offspring has softencd the rigour of their deter.
mination, and they are now disposed to take a milder view of their
sons’ disobedience. The end of it all is that they pay a visit to the
aforesaid lodgings, whither all the other dramatis persone rvepair,
and a mutual interchange of forgiveness brings the comedy to a
close. The picee is oxcellently acted, Mr. David James giving us an
excellent picce of character acting as Perkyn Middiewick; DMr.
Farren played Sir Geoffrey Champueysin his usnal effective manuer,
and Mr., Thomas Thorne made the most of his character of
Talbot Champneys., Miss Cicely Richards deserves a word of com.
mendation for her capital rendering of the partof the lodging house
servant, and Misses Amy Roselle, Kate Bishop, and Larkin arealso seen
to advantage.

The ever-popular Madanie Angot is once more being played to
crowded audiences, this time at the Holborn Amphitheatre, under the
direction of Mr., Hollingshead. Miss Jenny Pratt snstains the
character of Madame Lange, Miss Emily Muir that of Clairette, and
Messrs. E. Cotte and Charles Lyall thoso of Ange Pitou and Pom-
ponnet. The music is very effectively rendered, and the scene of
the Calypso Ball is made additionally cffective by some capital
dancing by Mr, John D’Auban, and a very clever transformation
dance, after the manner of Mr. Morris, by Miss Simms.

SPENCER'S MASONIC DEPOT & MANUFACTORY,

OPPOSITE FREEMASON’S HALL,

26 GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C.

OSTUME JEWELS AND FURNITURE FOR ALL DEGREES.
A Quantity in Stock. Orders executed immediately.

THE OLDEST-ESTABLISHED HOUSE IN THE TRADE.

UNDER THE MOST DISTINGUISHED PATRONAGE,
PUBLISHERS OF OVER 40 MASONIC BOOKS.

SEND FOR LISTS.

Demy 8vo, Price 7s 6d.
HE CHESS OPENINGS,
By Ronerr B. WormArD.
Loxpox: W W. Monaax, 67 Bannicay, E.C,

Demy 8vo, Price 23 6d.
SYNOI’SIS OF THE CHESS OPEN-
INGS; atabulated analysis, with Illustrative
Games appended.
By Wity Coox,
A Memher of the Bristol and Clifton Chess
Association.
Loxpox: W, W, Moraay, 67 Barprcaw, E.C.

emy 8vo, Price 7s 6d.

T T—— YR - v

Genuine Garden, Flower & Rgricultural Seeds.
M. CUTBUSH JUN., BARNET NURSERIES, BARNET, HERTS,

hegs to anvounce that his Catalogue of the above is mow ready, and will be

forwarded, post free, on application.

W. C. Jun. begs to say his stocks of the above are of the finest and most gennine kinds,

and he can with confidence recommend them,

W. C. Jun. also begs to call the attention of planters to bis fine stock of
EVERGREENS, ROSES, FRUIT TREES, &c.

Calalogues on application, post free,

: D
POSITIONS IN THE CHESS OPENINGS
MOST FREQUENTLY PLAYED.,
INlustrated with copious Diagrams,
By T. Loxe, B.A.,, T.C.D.,
Being a supplement to the **Xey to the Chess
Openings,” by the same author,
Loxvox: W, W, Morcax, 67 Barsicay, E.C.

IE WESTMINSTER PAPERS, Vol. 7,
No. 81, for JANUARY, now ready. Six-
CrEess, WHIST, GAMES OF SEKILL AND THEB

pence.
Draaa,
W. W. Mor6.x, 67 Barbican, London, E.C.

CCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY
Limited, 7 Bank Buildings, Lothbury, E.C.
General accidents, Personal injuries.
Railway accidents. Death by accident,
€. HARDING, Manager.

THE RED LION TAVERN AND HOTEL,
TIGE BARNRTT.
BED AND BREAKTFAST, INCLUDING ATTENDANCE,

21s per week.

GOOD DINNERS. GOOD WINES. GOOD BEDS.

CARRIAGES TO BE LET.
BILLIARDS, QUOITS, CROQUET, &e.,

ACCOMMODATION FOR PRIVATE SHOOTING MATCHES.

FIRST CLASS STABLES.

QUNG’S Arnieated Corn and Bunion
Plaisters are the best ever invented for
giving immediate ease, and removing those painful
excrescences.  Price Gl and 1s per hox. Any
L;lhemist not having them in stock can procure
them.
Observe the Trade Mark—H. Y.—withont which
none are genuine. Be sure and ask for Young's.

NE BOX of CLARKE'S B 41 PILLS is
warranted to cure all discharges from the
Urinary Organs, in either sex, acquired or constie
tutional, Gravel, and Pains in the Back. Sold in
boxes, 4s 6d each, by all Chemists and Patent Medi-
cine Vendors : orsent to any address, for 60 stamps,
{ by the Makor, F. J. Crarxe, Consulting Chemist,
High Street, Lincoln.

Wholesale Agents, Barcray and Sows, London,

&e.

and all the Wholesale Houses.

New Magonic Song, by Bro. Dovxarp Kine,

ENTITLED

Ow Sy the Gompags, Dook and S,
Dedicated to the Members of the Grand Master’s Lodge.

Now Ready, at Bro. Kinc’s, 48 Woburn Place, Russell Squnare ; at Raxsrorp & Sow, Princes
Street, Oxford Circus, or at the Office of TrE Freemasox’s CuroxitcrLe, 67 Barbican, E.C.

Also, by the same author, “DO I NOT LOVE??”
Price 2s 6d Nett, Post Free.

;\UGTION, ESTATE AND HOUSE AGENGY OFFICES,
! 76 ALDERSGATE STREET, E.C.

W. BRYANT, Auctioneer, Valuer,
o _Appraiser, &c. (of Twenty Years’ Practical
Experience) in order to suit the convenience of
numerous clients, has removed to the above
address.
Auctions and Valuations in Town and Country.
Valuations carefully made for Trunsfers of Busi-
ness, Administrations and Probate Duaty.
Inventories Made and Examined, Rents Collectedd,
gsbutes, Houses and all other Property Registered
yee.
N.B.—Solicitors and Liquidators will Benefit their
Clients’ interest by consulting A, W. BRYANT
Agent to the Royal Insurance Company.
Money Advanced on every description of Property,
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THE Freemason's CHRroNicLE PusLISHING CompaNy

LIMITED.

Incorporated under the Companies’ Acts 1862 and 1867,

CAPITAL:—£2,000, IN

SHARES OF £2 EACH.

Payable 10s per Share on Application, and 10s per Share on Allotment; further calls not
to exceed 10s per Shave, and at intervals of not less than Three Months.

PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE.

Bro. T. 8. CARTER, Farguhar Cottage, Port Hill, Hertford.

Bro. WILLIAM CUTBUSH, Barnet, Herts.

Bro. HAYWARD EDWARDS, Hadley, Middlesex.

Bro. I. FISHER, 1 Three King Court, Fleet Street, Loudon, E.C.

Bro. W. NEWMAN, 58 St. Thomas's Road, Finsbary Park,
Bro. F. VENABLES, 5 & 6 Bucklersbury, E.C.

Bro. G. WARD VERRY, Love Lane, Shadwell, E,

Bro. J. G, YOLLAND, Barnet, Herts.

Solicitors.—~Bros. BLAGG & EDWARDS, 61 Victoria Street, Westminster Abbey, S.W., and St. Albang, Herts,
Bankers.—THE LONDON AND COUNTY BANK, 112 Aldersgate Street, London, E.C.
Auditor.,—~Bro. P. T. DUFFY, 30 Florence Street, Barnsbury, London, N,
Secretary.—Bro. A, GODSON,
General Manager.—Bro. W. W. MORGAN.

Registered Offices — 67 BARBICAN, LONDON, E.C,

PROSPECTUS.

THIS Company has been formed for the establishment
of Tae FreEyMAsoN’s CHroviciE, and for the pub-
lication of newspapers, books, pamphlets, &ec., connected
with Freemasonry.

The inadequate representation of the Craft in the pnblic
press of this country has long been a subject of regret, and
the wish hag not unfrequently been expressed that & journal
might be established, in the interests of the Order, which
ghould be owned and conducted entirely by members.
This wish it is the object of the present Company to carry
into effect, Tur Freemason’s CHRONICLE will be the
property of Freemasons, and its devotion and loyalty to
their cause will thus be effectively secured. It has been
decided to raise the requisite capital in shares, of a small
amount, in order that a large number of the Fraternity
may have the opportunity of acquiring an interest in the
undertaking. As it is not proposedto call up more than 50
per cent. of the capital, it will be seen that such an interest
may be obtained at an immediate outlay of £1 per share.

If only a small proportion of the Freemasons in the
United Kingdom subscribe to Tre Curovicre it will suffice
to guarantee the Company from actual loss, while the
more numerous the subscribers the greater will be the
opportunities of the Paper for promoting the interests of
the Craft.

It is intended that Trr CrRoNiCLE shall contain :—
Leading Articles on subjects of interest.
Special reports of all Masonic Meetings.
A Weekly Summary of News.
Antiquarian Notes and Sketches relating to the Craft.
Reviews of Books.
Critical notices of current events of the day.

Its columns will also be open for the discussion of topics
interesting to the Brotherhood. ‘

On questions of religion and politics the new Journal
will assume a position of strict neutrality.

Intending subscribers should fill up the Form of Applica-
tion and forward it, together with the deposit, to the London
and County Bank, 112 Aldersgate Street, London, E. C.

In conclusion, the Members of the Provisional Com-
mittee desire to express their grateful acknowledgment of
the many promises of support they have already received
from influential Members of the Craft, in various parts
of the Country, and they earnestly appeal to all who
approve of their project to labour with them to make it a
brilliant and enduring success.

Prospectuses, with Forms of Application for Shares, can
be obtained from the General Manager.

14th December 1874,

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR SHARES.

To the General Manager of Tue FrEEMasoN'S CHRONICLE Punrisming ConpaNy LIMITED.

Dear Sir,—Having paid into your Bankers the sum of £
Shares, of £2 each, in Ture Freexason’s Curonicie Puprnismive Compaxy Lovrrep, I request you to allot

for

, being 10s per share on my application

me that number of Shaves, aud I hereby agree to accept the same, or any smaller number that may be ailotted me,
and to pay the balance thereon, in accordance with the terms of the Prospectus dated 14th December 1874,

Christian and Surname in full....covcviviiiininniiiiees cveriieenins o rne
AQATESS ve.iviiveenieninrircvrii et e ert e ae e e .
Profession (if any)......cceevcriivininiiiiiciiiniiiiiniir e e

Usual Slgnatule

siee
P E00 0030000400009 000040000020 000120 000000100039
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H T. LAMB,

MANUFACITURER OF

MASONIC JEWELS, CLOTHING & REGALIA,

GOLDSMITH, MEDALIST AND JEWELLER,
5 ST. JOHN’S SQUARE, CLERKENWELL,

ONE MINUTE’S WALK FROM FARRINGDON STATION,

LONDON.

ESTABLISHED AT 5 ST, JOHN’S SQUARE, 1848,
ONE THOUSAND COLD AND SILVER MASONIC JEWELS ALWAYS IN STOCK TO SELECT FROM.
AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST,
Containing Prices of every Masonic Jewel, from the First to the
Thirty Third Degree

AND PRICES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MASONIC REGALIA WILL BE
FORWARDED ON RECEIPT OF SIX STAMPS,

SIMPSON & ROOK,

GOLD LACEMEN & EMBROIDERERS,
9 & 10 LITTLE BRITAIN, LONDON, E.C.

ANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MASONIC
CLOTHING AND JEWRLS.

MERCHANTS AND THE TRADE SUPPLIED
AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES, CONSISTENT WITH QUALITY OF THE MATERIALS,

ST. JOHN’S GATE MASONIC DEPOT.
J. MCKIERNAN,
62 ST. JOHN’S SQUARE, CLERKENWELL, E.C.

MANUFACTURER or MASONIC GOODS or EVERY DESCRIPTION, ror ALL DEGREES,
THE TRADE SUPPLIED. GOLD LACEMAN AND EMBROIDERER.

CHARLES E. PACKER,

(NEPHEW AND SUCCESSOR TO J. F. DUGGIN & Co.)

STEAM DYERS AND CLEANERS,
BY SPECIAL APPOINTMENT

To THE QUEEN., 23 H.R.H, the Duchess of
H.R.H, the Prince of Wales. Cambridge.

24 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.C.
And 4a SLOANE STREET, BELGRAVIA, S.W. I.ONDON.

Lodge Furniture and Clothing, for every Degree, Cleaned, Dyed, §-c.

NEW WORKS ON
FREEMASONRY,

Bro. CHALMERS I. PATON,
(Past Master No. 393, England).

FREEMASONRY : 118 SYMBOEISM, RELIGIOUS
NATURE, axp LAW or PERFECTION.
8vo, Cloth, Price 10s 6d.

FREEMASONRY axp 1rs JURISPRUDENCE.
8vo, Cloth, Price 10s 6d.

THE ORIGIN or FREEMASONRY: tur 1717
THEORY EXPLODED.

Price 1s.

LONDON: REEVES AND TURNER, 196 STRAND;
AND ALL BOOKSELLERS.

AP RESIRESIZREI]S

W. W. MORGAN,

67 BARBICAN, LONDON, E.C.
LETTER~PRESS,
Glopper P late € Tithographic
PRINTER,
LEDGER & ACCOUNT BOOK

MANUFACTURER,
BOOKBINDER, STATIONER,

Die SiNnKER AND EnNGRAVER,

._____..*..__.
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEX TO

Chancery RBills and Answers

Parlismentary Bills
Plans and Particulars of Salo

Admirvalty Pleadings
Speclfientions for Contractors

Appeal Cnses or Petitions
Prices Current, Reports, ete.

LORTICETOETTSETTITT

§
%

BEST HOUSE v LONDON ror CORDIALS,

PIRIT Colonring, Capillaire, and Spruce,

is 2538 High Holborn, the old-established
Dantzic Stores.—ADAM HILL is the original maker
of Ale Spice ned Fettle, Syrup of Limes, or Con.
centrated Lemonade, Syrup of Pine Apple for Rum,
Syrup of Grape for Brandy, Honey Cream for Gin 3
and many other useful articles were first introduced
to the Spirit Trade by Adam Hill, A printed list,
with prices and dirvections for use. Order by post.,

“TYOR the BLOOD is the LIFE.”—See

Deuteronomy, chap. xii., verse 23.

CLARKE’S WORLD . FAMED BLOOD
MIXTURE,
Trade Mark,—* Blood Mixture.”
THE GREAT BLOOD PURIFIER & RESTORER,

For cleansing and clearing the blood from all im-
purities, cannot be too highly recommended.

For Scrofula, Scurvy, Skin Diseases, and Sores
of all kinds it is a nover-failing and permanent cure,

1t Cures Old Sores,

Cures Ulcerated Soves on the Neck,

Cures Ulcerated Sore Legs,

Cures Blackheads, or Pimples on the Face,
Cures Scurvy Sores,

CJures Cancerous Ulcers,

Cures Blood and Skin Diseases,

Cures Glandular Swoellings,

Clears the Blood from all Impure Matter,
From whatever cause arising.

As this Mixture is pleasant to the taste, and
warranted free from anything injurious to the most
delicate constitution of either sex, the Proprietor
solicits sufferers to give it a trial to test its value,

Thousands of Testimonials from all parts.

Sold in Bottles, 23 3d each, and in Cases, contain-
ing six times the guantity, 118 each—suificient to
effect a permanent cure in the groat majority ot
long-standing cases—BY ALL CHEMISTS AND
PATENT MEDICINE VENDORS thronghout the
United Kingdom and the world, or sent to any
address on receipt of 27 or 132 stamps by

F, J. CLARKE, Chemist, High Street, Lincoln.
Wholesale: All Patent Medicine Houses,

RIS TS ST TS TR IOORTIS, é
ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR |

EVERY DESCRIPTION OF

PRINTING.
~S I HDRP T~

SExe SR N95)

T CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO FOR

~l2 SUPPLYING ALL KINDS OF

} STATIONERY.

E B UDIGS—

’dlz ARRANGEMENTS MADE

¢ FOR

§ PUBLISHING.
BB~

PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION T0
W. W. MORGAN, 67 BARBICAN,

LONDON, E.C.
One Door from Aldersgate Street,

by
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Printed and Published for the Freemason’s Chro-
nicle Publishing Company Limited, by Brother
WitLiax Wray MorcaN, at 67 Barbican, E.C,
Satnrday, 23rd Jaouary 1875,



