
AN ENDOWMENT FUND FOR THE
FREEMASONS' LIFEBOAT.

THE letter which we published in our second number,
from the pen of " A Master Mason," has directed

attention to the whole question involved in the maintenance
of the boats of the National Lifeboat Association.
" Master Mason's " ignorance of the fact that the Frater-
nity had already placed a boat upon an exposed station on
the coast is scarcely excusable, but his suggestion , in a
further letter, which our readers will find in another "column ,
is so thoroughly practical , that we are prepared to go some-
what out of our way for the purpose of giving it a fair
hearing-. He ventures to remind his Masonic brethren that
the cost of maintaining the boat presented by the Frater-
nity amounts to a considerable annual sum, and suggests
the starting of an Endowment Fund for the purpose of
relieving the Lifeboat Association from the burthen of its
maintenance. Coincident with the receipt of this letter
we have had a communication from the Secretary of the
Association, whoso attention had been called to the discus-
sion in our columns, and lie informs us that the annual cost
of the Freemasons' Lifeboat is £70. He further adds that
boats are always forthcoming, either for new stations, or
for replacing old and worn-out craft, but what the Asso-
ciation greatly needs is cash to keep the great flotilla
under its command in an efficient condition. We fee!
assured that words of such grave import as these, coming
from such high authori ty, will at once arrest tho attention
of our brethren, and we shall bo prepared to receive
subscriptions towards the formation of an " Endowmen t
Fund ," for the purpose of making the Freemasons' Life-
boat free of the charitable donations of the general body
of the public. Sums of money so received will be care-
fully acknowledged in our columns, and paid over , at
stated intervals, to the account of the Association.

It would be idle indeed for us to say any thing in reference
to the importance of saving life at sea. The responsibility
has been accepted as a sacred duty by the public , who,
however, little realise the state of things"which prevails on
our coasts during a stormy winter. Mr. Plimsoll declared ,
the other day, that we are drowning our seamen at the rate
of 5,000 a year, and this awful sacrifice of human life is
in a great measure preventable. We do not desire, in these
columns, to revive the painful discussion with which the
name of the Hon. Member for Derby is associated. We
are indeed of opinion that many of his statements wore
exaggerated , but, after making every allowance for tho in-
accuracies into which he was led, it must bo apparent to
every one of us that an undue proport ion of the seamen
employed in the coasting trade lose their lives in pursuance
of their hazardous and noble calling. We should be tho
last to assert that owners knowing ly send brave men to
sea- in rotten ships, indeed , this hypothesis is by no means
necessary to account for the great increase in the number
of naval casualties which have occurred of late vears.
The whole surface of the home seas is dotted with mer-
chant vessels, engaged in the useful duty of convey ing
bulky articles of commerce to homo and continental ports.
Those who understand nautical matters do not need to
be told that when a heavily laden collier brig is caught in
a gale on a lee shore, she must run serious risk of touch-
ing the groun d and going to pieces. Skill , seamansh ip,
and the staunch qualities of the best of sea boats arc often
useless in a sudden and violent storm. The vessel drives
upon the frowning coast, and, but for the ready services

of tho Lifeboat, a catastrophe of this kind would nearly
always prove fatal to all on board. What those services
are, we all know. The little publication issued by the
Association is filled with stories of heroism , beside which
the vaunted deeds of the soldier look mean and insio-.
nificant. We read the simple records of these services
with a thrill at the heart, and wo contemplate the hardy
mariners contending against the mightiest forces of
nature with admiration and awe. Sometimes the Life-
boat has to be dragged for miles over a rugged coasfc
before it can be launched to succour the perishing
seamen of some doomed ship. Oftentimes its hardy
crew are compelled to pull for miles, dead to wind-
ward , in the teeth of a terrible gale, their only guide
being tho minute gun of the stranded bark, or the luri d
glare of a distant rocket. The service, at the best of times, is
dangerous, and involves exposure and hardshi p such as
wo, who live at homo at ease, can scarcely realise. Tho
drenching spray, in spite of the protection of waterproofs,
wets the boatmen to the skin , and exposure for many hours
at a time to an atmosphere belo w freezing point is trying
to the most hard y frame. Yet all this is cheerfully en-
dured by the gallant fellows for a pecuniary reward which ,
if it alone inspired their zeal , would be regarded as
pitiful. No one knows bettor than the inhabitants of our
fismng villages and coast towns that the sum gained
is not the incentive which nerves the arms of tho Life-
boat crew. They are as eager to save life as tho most
refined and cultivated amongst us, and, if money alone were
the object of their desires.', they would gain more by acting
as salvors of cargo than as the saviours of human life.

We are assured that in thus bring ing this noble service
prominently before our readers we are performing a duty
in perfect harmony with the principles which bind Free-
masons together in the bonds of a sacred brotherhood.
We are certain that our appeal for funds will not be made
in vain , and we shall be proud to be the medium through
which the charitable donations of the Order may pass to
the coffers of the noble Association which so grandl y upholds
the Christian character of the people of these islands. The
Endowment Fund , if we may venture to so style it, will
bo devoted especially to the maintenan ce of the Masonic
Lifeboat , whose services we shall be glad to record from
time to time f or the gratification of our readers. We
sincerely trust that tho response of our readers to this
appeal of ours will be no half-hoartod one. Wo are now
in the midst of the most stormy season of tho year, and
while a single seamen perishes in sight of these hospitable
shores a heavy responsibility rests upon those whoso com-
forts arc so materially increased by that gallant and hardy
race whose courage and enterprise have contributed to
make England a N aval power compare d with which the
boasted glories of Tyre and Carthage look mean and trivial ,

THE MASON : A SINCERE MAN.
IN delineating the character of tho Freemason we shall

avoid giving too free a rein to the imag ination. We
may sot up an ideal standard of excellence, but we shall
not go the leng th of imag ining that every Mason has
attained that standard. In our opening number we
pointed out , with a certain freedom of language which some,
perhaps, may have mistaken for overboldncss , that at all
events every representative Freemason , holding dis-
tinguished rank in the Fraternity, should exhibi t that



refinement of mind and manner which characterise the
gentleman . Otherwise, and we cited a not improbable
case, he might involve the Order he represented in endless
ridicule. In the present article we shall mark the limits
of our proposition somewhat more precisely, and not with-
out reason. We claim that every true Mason is essentially
a sincere man. It is quite possible, of course, that some
may be more sincere than others. Some, again, are sincere
under certain conditions, while others exhibit this trait under
certain other conditions. But, though the scale of sincerity
which prevails among the brotherhood may be graduated,
the quality itself is of the very essence of Masonry. To
take a man on the very threshold of his Masonic career ;
—-he joins the Order from pure love and respect for its
principles. So, offering himself as a candidate for the
first degree, he openly avers that he has no ulterior hope
of gain in becoming a Mason. He is aware of the respect
almost universally accorded to Freemasons in free countries.
He is not ignorant of the oppression and persecutions to
which the brotherhood have been and still are subjected
under despotic governments, or of the reasons that have
led to such oppression and persecution. He knows there
is one mystic tie which, quite apart from all other ties, unites
all the brethren in all parts of the world. With this
knowledge, he voluntarily undertakes the obligations of
Masonry. Can it or ought it to be doubted that such a
man is actuated by sincerity ? Some there may be who
are influenced by other and less worthy motives. They
see or think they see their way clear to profit by the new
" connection " they have established, anticipating, perhaps,
a speedier advance in wealth and social estimation, or some
other advantage more or less material. In ordinary cir-
cumstances this kind of motive—that is, a desire for advance-
ment in wealth and the world s esteem—may not be looked
upon very unfavourably, but we trust and believe that the
Masons who hope for profit from their enrolment in the
Order are few and far between.

It is, perhaps, in the nature of things thatsome men should
be more, some less sincere than others. All minds are not
constituted alike. There are those which are readily im-
pressed by momentary occurrences, but the impression soon
passes away, and is forgotten. Others again are influenced
but very slowly, but the influence is an abiding one. There
is, in fact, the same difference between these two classes of
men as between tablets of wax on the one hand, and tablets
of stone or brass on the other. The inscription on the
former is clear and precise enough while it lasts, but the
material of the tablets is very perishable. Equally clear
and precise are the inscriptions on stone or brazen tablets,
but stone and brass, as compared with wax, are, so to
speak, imperishable. The impression remains therefore,
nor can it be removed, save by tho utter destruction of
the tablet on which it is engraven . Again, the smooth
soft surface of wax is capable of receiving any number of
impressions one after the other. A very moderate degree
of heat or pressure suffices to remove all traces of the first,
and but little is necessary to make a second, and, it may be,
an entirely opposite one. This is not possible with such
unyielding material as stone or brass. Time and labour
are required both to efface the old, and substitute the new
inscription. Thus, tho impressionable man is no doubt
sincere enough so long as the impression remains, but only
for so long ; while he who yields less readily is, in the
majority of cases, more lastingly impressed. Of course
every man must judge for himself as to the worthiness or
unworthiness of the motives which prompt him to any
particular course. Our province is to point out what
motives should influence the Mason in the entering upon
and fulfilling his duties. Assuredly not the least impor-
tant among them is sincerity.

We offer these remarks in perfect good faith. Many
people imagine that Masonry is a kind of hobby, which
men folloAV for mere amusement. They are not aware that
every member on entering the brotherhood binds him-
self, by the most solemn obligations, to certain rules of life,
that he accepts certain principles to guide him in his
relations and intercourse with the other brethren. Some
regard it as an ancient mystery, with much quaint cere-
monial , but comparatively meaningless. Others fancy
that admission to a Lodge is pretty much the same thing as
admission to a club. It is perfectly true that Masons have
certain signs and symbols for the purpose of mutual
recognition. It is highly probable that a Mason is what
Dr. Johnson called a clubbabl e man. But these notions
fall very far fchort of the reality, ignoring, as they do, the

true aims which have always influenced Masons from the
remotest ages. We are neither surprised nor offended that
the outer world should hold these views. Considering the
state of darkness in which they live, they could hardly,
indeed, do otherwise. The business of a Mason is the
fulfilment of certain sacred duties, and no one can con-,
scientiously observe these duties, who is not animated by
the purest and most disinterested motives, or, in other
words, who is not a perfectly sincere man.

MASONIC RENCONTRES — THE TWO
ISTHMUS.

BY BRO. WALTER SPENCER, F.R.G.S., &c.

Sequel.
"VTINE years later, in March 1872, steaming past the
J. i historic ranges of Sinai and from the Red Sea up the
gulf of Suez, recollections of the Western Isthmusrecurred to
me; of five weary days passed killing time at Colon ; of
a passage up the Gulf of Mexico, and the ruses adopted
to escape the kind inquiries of Captain Semmes, the
notorious Alabama; of the first burst of the fury of the
Equinoctials off Cape Hatteras, where, hove to for three days
off a lea shore, two drifting wrecks showed us the possibili-
ties fate had in store. How different looked the landscape
here ! Instead of wooded emerald islets in " dark purple
spheres of sea "—were desolate sandy shores with back-
ground of bare inhospitable rock. The sunshine poured
down in torrid brilliancy, making the atmosphere vibrate
and giving to distances a prismatic or mirage-like effect ;
no soothing tints of verdure for the scorched eye to rest
on, but cruel colouring of sand and stone.

Provided with gauze-sided, smoke-coloured " goggles/'
we landed at Suez—clad all in white, from helmet and
puccheree down to canvas shoes. In the mingling of
nationalities, the contrast with America seemed greatest ;
we were brushed by the flowing garments of oily Armenians
and sleek Persians ; scowled at by vagabond Arabs and
stalking Bedaween ; importuned by Egyptian touts and
Coptic porters. In place of the negro vendors of Columbian
staples : ragged mincing Greeks, of noble features and voluble
mendacity, vociferously drew attention to gorgeous Nile
hookahs (mad e in Germany) ; variegated Syrian scarves (fresh
from Manchester) ; Fez caps from Constantinople and French
photographs without end. The monetary medium, alone
furnished some point of analogy. The currencies of both
Isthmus were alike bewildering in complicated variety.
But whilst that of Panama consisted of eagles, condors,
doblons, dollars, reals, milreis, cents and the same mutilated
into quarters and eighths, of every State of the Americas,
in addition to the coins of Europe ; this of Suez comprised
queer specimens from all parts, including forgotten Medi-
terranean coinages, those of Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece,
and many whose elegant flourishes betokened Asiatic or
African origin, together with the dumpy bits from Siam,
and solid itziboos from far Japan. The effigy of the first
Napoleon was on some pieces, recalling his Egyptian
expedition and vain dream of Asiatic Empire.

On the same afternoon the fine steamship " Poseidon "
entered the Canal cut by the great Lesseps ; restorer of
communication which the wisdom of a Pharoah , and after
of a Ptolemy, had provided centuries before. When the
disasters of NAPOLEON III. shall have classed him with
Francis I. and Charles XII. in historical statistics, a great
name tvill live and a trite fame be founded UPON THE
BENEFICENT PATRONAGE AND COSMOPOLITAN STATESMANSHIP,
WHICH ENSURE D THE EXECUTION OF THIS COLOSSAL WORK !

We stood on deck under the awning, and marvelled how
sufficient depth could be secured in the yielding sand-bed
of so narrow a way. It seemed almost possible for one to
jump ashore on either side. In one place was a ferry-
bridge ; a long train of Arabs, with their Avomankind and
loaded camels, came toiling from off the desert to the
marge, to wait for a chance of crossing. Their striped
burnous and long guns slung behind them, confirmed
forcibly the conventional pictures of Eastern scenery
familiar to us. Past these, an unexpected obstruction
appeared. The tide was falling, and right ahead we
descried an ugly iron steamer lying diagonally on her
beam-ends across the channel. We dropped anchor, and
soon two boat loads of our passengers proceeded to the
place, to see how matters stood. Looking backward from



the boats, we saw behind the graceful lines of the
" Poseidon," the huge white bulk of the Indian troop- .-h i .•

¦
•

" Serapis " crowded with invalids ; behind her again a
long line of masts and chimnies ; all brought to a stand by
the same vexatious incident , and following1 as closely as
the Canal rules would allow. The masters and anxious
passengers of these hurry ing homeward-bounders wore:
doubtless wafting- liberal blessings toward s tho cause of
our delay ; which Ave found to be an emp ty collier, on
return voyage fro m Bombay, hopelessly stuck fast until
next tide. Preparation was already afoot , by means of
stout cables to stakes on the bank, and the aid of a
Company's tug, to warp her off as soon as possible ; and
there being nothing for us to do, Ave elected to take a walk
on shore. Though the blistering yielding sand seemed
not inviting, and others were contented gambolling Avith
the dogs by the Canal margin , I toiled up and blundered
over the rough sandhills, emerging upon the level plain
behind. It Avas nigh sunset ; the arid desert stretched
blasted and treeless, up to bare ranges on the horizon—
in the distance gleamed the white stones of Suez—before
me ran the sweet-water Canal, and beyond it white smoke-
clouds hovering in the blue air told of the train upon its
flight to Cairo.

At some distance along the bank Avas visible a cluster
of buildings, Avhich , on nearer approach , proved to be a
wooden house and large courtyard . The canal telegraph
which branched off thence across the desert, showed the
purpose of this desolate station. On a huge board over
against the canal , appeared in large letters, its curious
name, Avhich I have forgotten , but fancy it Avas something
like " (rare Guillaumet." Outside a swing-gate stood a
pretty, pale child, Avith flowing hair, who fled as I ap-
proached. Urged simply by curiosity, I strolled into the
yard or corral and seeing the house-door Avide open, looked
in. The gaping weather-boarding of the outer walls, betrayed
the scorching heat to which the place was exposed. Within ,
I saw a room Avell panelled, though with unpainted , un-
varnished woodAVork. Some shelves stood at the end, near
a window; a plain deal table and some cane chairs completed
the furniture. The occupant—a pale thin man Avith a stoop,
laid down a meerschaum pipe, and rose courteously, asking
me in French, to enter. Some hazy reminiscence floated
across me, as I gazed into his sunken blue eyes. As I sat
down opposite to him, apologising for my intrusion ; not-
withstanding his prematurely faded aspect aud Avorn
features, I recognised my brother and benefactor of Panama.

I at once claimed his recollection of the circumstances.
After pondering awhile, a gleam of recognition awoke,
Avhich on calling to mind the SAvord-stick, at once
ripened into pleasure. Ho became then almost talkative,
though a hopeless sort of lassitude (effect, no doubt, of the
climate) seemed to have taken hold of him. I recounted
my wanderings since we parted , and at length, over a bottle
of absinthe , extracted from him, bit by bit, the following
narrative.

Some months after my depar ture, he had left the service
of the Panama Railroad Company, and .set to Avork to
develope the riches of the old Spanish gold mine. On
the point of success he was struck down Avith fever ;
and during the crisis Avhen his life was despaired of, and
subsequent tardy convalescence, his labourers robbed him
of all he possessed, and deserted. He had to leave the place,
broken in health, with the additional mortification of seeing
some Chinamen, Avho had confined themselves to Avashing
the old " tailings" of the Spaniards, on the high road to
fortune. At Colon he had shipped as steward on board
an American vessel, bound Avith India-rubber and other
produce to a port in Spain. Arrived in Europe, he had a
recurrence of fever (to which one is ever after more or less
liable), and remained for some time in Hospital at Mar-
seilles. Applying to a Lodge m that city, ho had been
most cordially assisted, and through fraternal recommenda-
tion obtained the berth of purser on a Mediterranean
packet. At length, acquaintance Avith an employe of
the French Embassy at Constantinople, procured him a
situation there, and he joined one of our English Lodges at
Pera. Attracted by a compatriot, proprietor of a Cafe at
Smyrna , he wont to that place, and joined him in business.
His partner dying, leaving affairs in great disorder, he
married the AVICIOAV—a fine Levantine, and strove to sup-
port the family by trading in a small Avay. Times Avere
going hard Avith him, Avhen a fortunate presentation
to M. do Losseps gave him subsequent opportunity to
ask for employment iu which his old knowledge

of Telegraphy might be available. This post Avas the
result; and his object was to saATe sufficient to enable him ,
in two or three years time, to start a general store at
Alexandria , whore his wife had relatives.

At about this point in our conversation , some one
emerged from the darkness into the doorway . Ti was one
of the shi p's officers , come to look for me. Being offered
a glass ol 'Ab-u 'nf he , he muttere d, under his breat h , " Thin
is the s taff  they J:ill themwlres here vith, is it ?"

It being imperative for me to return to the steamer,
T could only depart , wishing him every kind of success ;
leaving him , I trust , in rather improved sp irits , for it was
but seldom he had opportunit y of seeing strangers or
in fact, any society excep t his family.

On return to the "Poseidon ," I at once requisitioned
tho ships' stores for tinned milk, sweet biscuits, a bottle
of cognac and a dozen of claret. These, with a box of
Manila No. l's, Avere despatched to the Avooden house next
morning in charge of a steward , and I trust repaid in
some measure, the hospitality of nine years before. By
breakfast time we Avere well on our Avay ,to the Bitter
Lakes, and fresh subjects of interest arose to efface the
remembrance of this second rencontre.

It was not till one starlight night as Ave steamed past
the Pillars of Hercules, that Avhilst Avatching tho
phosphorescent Avave-crests of the Mediterranean mingle
Avith the long swell of the Atlantic, I remembered the
strange prediction recounted to me by Girandiev at
Panama ; which he seemed now to have forgotten ; and
which , if sunken cheeks and languid bearing could be
taken as evidence, seemed already too near to its
accomplishment.

ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
INSTITUTION.

WE beg to remind our readers that the Anniversary
Festival of this Institution Avill be held on Wed-

nesday, the 2"th instant, Avhen tho Right Honourable the
Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot , Provincial Grand Master
of Staffordshire, will occupy the chair. Our notice of the
immense benefits conferred by this charity, and of the
necessity there is for maintaining, and even , if possible,
extending its sphere of usefulness, is so recent , that any
further comment by us is hard ly necessary. However, Ave
subjo in a complete list of the Board of Stewards, the
President being, it will be observed , R.W. Bro. Samuel
RaAVson , P. Dist. G.M., China.

BOARD OF STEWARDS.

President.
R.W. Bro. SAMUEL RAWSON, P.Dist.G.M. China.

Vice Presidents.
R.W. Bro. Lord Henry Thynne, M.P., S.G.W W.M. 1-178
V.W. „ ltov.C.J. Mnrfcy n.Vico.Patron l'.C'r.Cli. ... P.M. 122 -t

W. „ J. Percy Loith , S.G.D. P.M. 549
„ Charles' W. C. Hntton , J.G.D P.M. %'
„ William J. Ilugliati , P.G.S.D 
„ Hyde Pallen , P.G.S.B 1383
„ Capt, Richard Cop.?, V.P., P.G.S.B., PG.W. Cheshire
„ J. Daniel Moore, M.D., P.G.S.B P.M. 281
„ Thomas Cnbitt , G. I'urst P.M. 1115
„ Robert Stokes, P.P.S.G.W. Wits , Province of Wiltshire
„ Rev. Joh n N. Palmer, P.l'.G.W. Hants and

Tsleof Wight , P.l'.G.Chap. O.von.P.M. ... 098 10
„ Jonas Craven , L'.P.G.S.W. West Yorks 
„ Capt. John Wordsworth. AM'. P. l'.G S.W. West Yorks.
„ Henry Day, P.P.G.W. West Yorks P.M. 208
„ Rev. H. Adair Picknul, 11.A.,

P. L\G.S.W. Oxon , W.M. Elect. 357
„ C. Marsh, P.P.G.AY. Staffordshire ... ... P.M. 4G0
„ Frederick Derry 1\P.G.W. Staffordshire ... P.M. 482
„ John Sutclitfe, P.P.G.W. Lincolnshire ... P.M. 1291
„ E. T. Inskip, Pro. G. Sec. Bristol ,

P.I'.G.J.W. Somerset , P.M. 020 P.M. 973
„ George Lambert , V.P.,P.P.G. J.W. Herts ... P.M. 503
„ Rev. F. W. Harnett , P.G. Chap. Berks and Bncks. Ch . 810
„ Rev. D. J. Dmkeford , P.P.G. Chap. Somerset S.D. 25f»
„ Win. llonry Gill , P.l'.G. Reg. West Yorks 1019
„ W. II. B. Tomlitison , J.P. P. Prov. G. Reg. AV.Y.
„ Charles Horsloy, P.P.G. Reg. Middlesex . .  P.M. 1309
„ H. Howard IIod;,'es, P.l'.G. Keg. Berks & Books P.M. 795
„ J. Jacobs, P.P.G. Reg. Staffordshire P.M. 482
„ Alfred Avery, P.P.G. Reg. Kent P.M. 1314
., AVilliam Cutbnsh , Prov. G.S. of W. Herts ... W.M. 13S5
„ J. E. Lo Fonvre, P.P.G. Sec. Hants * I. of W. P.M. 130
., T, S. Carter, P.G.S.D. Herts W.M. '103



W. Bi'o. Colonel James Dutf , P.G.S.D. Norfolk S.W. 102
„ Adam AVinlaw , P.P.G.J.D. Northumberland ... P.M. 393
„ Edward AVest , P. P.G. D . Herts P.M. 1327
„ Henry Hacker , P.G.J.D. Hants and Isle of AVight AV.M. 723 i
„ C. M." Jones, P. Prov. G.D. Germs. E. Lane. P.M. 367, 1129, 53 j
„ John Wordsworth , P.G.D.G. West Yorks 1019
„ W. If .  Bri i ta in , P.P.G.D of G. W. Yorks ... P.M. 139
„ E. AVorrall , P.P.G.D. of 0. Warwickshire ... P.M. 925
„ Cuthbert E. Peek , A.G.D. of C. Cambridge ... I.G. 859
„ AVilliam Hicks, P.P.G.S.B. Kent, P.M. 483 77 i
„ AVilliam Coombes, P.P.G.S.B. Midds. P.M. and Sec. ... 382 '

ADDEESS TO THE MEMBERS OF^THE ORANGE
BROTHERHOOD OF SCOTLAND , BY MOST
WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER BRO. CHAL-
MERS I. RATON.

Wo have received a copy of this interesting document,
and have great pleasure in submitting it in extenso to the
notice of our ivudcrs.

BiiKTiiKKX ,—I think it probable you may expect that, after my
installation as Grand Master of Scotland , I should say something to
von concerning our duties as Members of the Orange Brotherhood ,
and this I now propose to do.

I am deeply sensible of the hi gh honour -which has been conferred
on mn; but I assure yon I am equally sensible of the great respon -
sibilit y which attaches to tho oflico of Grand Master ; and allow me
to say, breth ren , that a similar responsibility ought to bo felt by
yon all. Tho deeper onr sense of responsibility is, the greater will
be our zeal ,—the more energetic our action ; and yet the more
will wo bo inclined to thoughtful consideration of every step to
bo taken—tho less disposed to hasty resolutions and rash precipi-
tancy.

We are responsible all of us to Him who lias given us tho powers
that wo possess, tho li ght and knowledge that wo enjoy, to use these
powers to His glory, and to live in accordance with onr light and
knowled ge. Can wc give thanks , as I trust wo all do, for the bless-
ings of education , and for that which is more excellent than all the
sciences, the li ght of Divine Truth manifested in tho glorious gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ , tho knowledge of God and of tho
way of Salvation , without feeling also a deep sense of responsibility
ly ing upon us, to adorn the Gospel in our whole walk and conversa-
tion , so that our li ght may shine before men, that they may be con-
strained to acknowledge the excellency of the light reflected by us,
and may be induced to seek li ght for themselves from its only
source ? Or can we be indifferent to the diffusion of the knowledge
of the Gospel among those who aro ignorant of it, who sit in dark-
ness and the shadow of death ? Can wo give thanks, as wc have
much reason to do, for the peace and good government of our native
land , for the civil and religious liberty Avhich we enjoy, and for the
excellency of the British Constitution ,—that Protestant Constitution
by which these blessings are secured to us,—without feeling the
responsibility which lies upon us to do all iu our power for the
maintenance of it in its integrity, that so tho peace and order and

civil and religious liberty, for the sake of Avhich onr forefathers
struggled so nobly, and so nuvny of them died on the battlefield, at
tho stake, and on the scaffold, may be preserved for ourselves to the
last day that wo live, and transmitted unimpared to succeeding
generations ?

AVe aro banded together for groat and holy objects , It is no
political partnership which is the bond of our union. The principles
which govern ns, tho sentiments which animate us, belong to a
higher and nobler sphere. Political parties aro always fluctuating
and changing, their watchwords and battle-cries are soon forgotten ;
but our principles are not changeable, and our course of action must
ever bo the same, till complete victory crowns our efforts, till the
great enemy of light and liberty is finally driven from the field , till
the cry arises, " Babylon is fallen, is fallen!" How animating the
thought that tho victory is sure. Tho struggle may be Ion"- and
arduous; reverses and discomfitures may await us; but they will be
only partial aud temporary. Believing tho Bible to be the AVord of God,
we can entertai n no doubt of the fulfilment of the prophecy which
we find in it of the final overthrow and destruction of that hateful
system , that hellish power, against which we are called to contend.
This encouraging thought is not calculated to make ns snpine,bufc
to stir us up to greater earnestness of exertion and of prayer. The
event will be as prophecy declares ; but it will be brought about by
means; it will be the answer of prayer ; aye, not only of our prayers,
and of the prayers of our fellow-Protestants of this generation , but
of prayers long ago registered in heaven, tho prayers of thousands
and tons of thousands of God's children who have gone to their
eternal rest, the prayers of a multitude of martyrs who have sealed
their testimony with their blood. It will be the result of efforts
wisely and prayerfully and perseveringly made.

The struggle between Popery and Bible Christianity has been a
long one, and it is not ended yet. It has been carried on by very
different means on the one side aud on the other ; on the one by
weapons not carnal , by tho proclamation of Gospel truth , by the
sword of the Spirit , -which is the Word of God ; and on the other by
rack, and dungeon , and stake, and gibbet , and fire, and sword. It
began as soon as Popery had attained a nearly complete development ,
or, in Scripture phrase, when " tho man of sin," " the son of perdi-
tion," " that wicked," " was revealed," " whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the Spirit of His mouth , and shall destroy with the bright-
ness of His coming."* I can but allude in the briefest possible
manner to the persecutions of tho dark ages before the Reformation—

* Thess. II. 3-9.
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tho persecution of the AValdenses in the Alpine valleys of Piedmont
and Franco ; the crusades, under St. Dominie and Simon do Mont-
ford , against tho Albigenses of tho south of France, in which many
thousands of men and women were remorselessly butchered for no
other reason but that they held a purer faith than that of Rome, and
a conntrv was made desolate, which excelled every other country of
Europe in literature and industry and civilisation ; tho persecution of
the AVickliffites and Lollards and Hussites in England, in Scotland , in
Bohemia, aud elsewhere on the Continent of Europe. I need only
remind you how soon after the Reformation the fires of persecution
wore kindled by Popish bigots, and how terrible were the persecutions
to which Protestants were subjected in various countries during
tho sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. I need only remind you ot
the Inquisition and its multitude of victims in Spain and Italy; of
the sufferings of tho Protestants of France, and the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew's Day ; of the atrocities perpetrated during the govern-
ment of the Duke of Alva iu the Low Countries. In England and in
Scotland tho Reformation soon had its martyrs. From tho day
Avhen Patrick Hamilton was burned at the stake at St. Andrews,
till the ultimate triumph of tho Reformation in 1560,
numerous martyrs sealed their testimony with their blood in Scot-
laud. Far more did so in England during the reign of the Bloody
Mary. The accession of Queen Elizabeth to the English throne, not
only put an end to persecution , but gave to English Protestantism
tho position Avhich it has over since held , as the national religion and
an essential part of the constitution. But Protestantism, although
holding that position , both in England and Scotland ever since the
memorable year 1560, has not held it unassailed. The cause of Pro-
testantism, and the canso of liberty, ever bound up with it, were in
great danger during the reigns of Chailes II. and his brother James,
when the Covenanters of Scotland so nobly contended for the rights
of conscience and the purity of religion ; and many of them died
martyrs for a cause which was dearer to them than their life. It
was the Protestantism of England, aroused to a sense of danger, that
swept the Popish bigot, James, from his throne, made the people hail
AVilliam of Orange as their deliverer, and accomplished the glorious
Revolution of 1688 ; and when James attempted to regain his lost
crown, it was to the Papists that he turned for support ; and the war
in Ireland, memorable for the siege of Derry and for the battle of the
Boyne, was not so much between two competitors for the throne, or
two rival dynasties, as between Popery and Protestantism. The
decisive victory of AVilliam in the battl e of tho Boyne, and tho dis-
solution of the Highland Army raised in James's cause in Scotland
by Graham of Claverhousc, Arisconnt Dundee, gave security to tho
Protestan t Constitution of the three kingdoms, which was only after-
Avards imperilled by tho Rebellions of 1715 and 1745. In our own
day, Popery, no longer venturing on open assault , has sought to
undermine our Protestant Constitution , and, through tho folly and
snpineness of Protestants , has been permitted to proceed too far iu
the nnhallowed work . It has not been our lot, as yet, to be called to
contend for our civil and religious liberty, or, which is really the
same thing, for our Protestant Constitution , sword iu hand , as onr
fathers did. I trust we are ready, as it behoves ns to be. Yet let
us hope and pray that there may never be need ; but that there may
nob be, wo must zealously exert ourselves in resisting by peaceful
and constitutional means, all the aggressions of Popery. AVe nmst
not allow the enemy to .'gain power and establish himself within onr
walls. The struggle is not ended yet ; aud there is much for us to
do, if we would show ourselves worthy sons of tho fathers from whom
we have derived , in the British Constitution , iu civil and religious
liberty, and above all , in the Protestant Reli gion and the open Bible ,
so glorious an inheritance.

The objects of Orangeism are at once religions and patriotic. AVe
are united to uphold the cause of Protestantism , and to contend
against Popery ; and more particularl y to maintain intact tho Pro-
testant Constitution of our country. It may be profitable for us to
think what is implied in being combined for these objects. Every
Orangeman is a Protestant , aud Protestantism is simpl y true and
pure Christianity. Luther and Zwinglo and Calvin , and the other
Reformers of the sixteenth century, did not introduce a new religion
into the Avorld . They purged away from the Church the errors and
idolatrous abominations of Popczy ; they opened the Bible which the
Popish priesthood had closed , and spread before the eyes of wondering
men the truth and will of God therein revealed ; they called upon
men to make that Word of God their rule of faith and practice, re-
nouncing all that they found to bo contrary to it , and to believe and
worship and live as the Apostles did, and tho members of tho Chu rch
hi the Apostolic age. May every one of us have grace to consider
this well, that a true Orangeman is of necessity a true Protestant,
and a true Protestant a true Christian ! So shall we be moved to
earnestness in personal religion, not contented with a name and
profession ; and so shall our influence be powerful for good. Our
prayers shall bo those that bring down a blessing in wisdom of
counsel and earnestness of working for a glorious cause ever dearer
and dearer to our hearts.

Much depends upon this, that our adversaries shall hare nothing
to reproach ns with ,—nothing in our private life and individual
spheres, nothing in our united action. Let us see to it that wo show
in our whole conduct the power of the truth , which it is one of tho
great objects of our Order to prevent Popish priests from hiding from
our fellowmeu. Let us make it manifest that we arc upright and
conscientious, that we aro loyal subjects, obey ing and respecting the
laws of the land, peace-loving, and affectionately desirous of tho
welfare even of those whose principles we abhor, but whoso ignorance
We pity and deplore.

In all our united action let us keep this rule in view. Let all
the means we use for the accomplishment of our objects be strictly
constitution al. Thus shall we make our influence felt most power-
fully, and increase it every day, gaining the co-operation of those
who, although they have not joined our Brotherhood , have tho same
cause at heart, And there is much which Ave may do in this way;
tioi'o aro many special objects which AVO thus aid in accomplishing.

We may do much, for exanrple, by petitions to Parliament for or
against particular measures, as they are favourable to th o cause of
Protestantism , or adverse to it. Numerous petitions with great
numbers of signatures have influence with Parliament. Tho effect
could not but bo great of petitions from all the Orange Lodges in
tho country, signed not only by the Worshi p ful Muster , hi name of
tho Lodge, but by every member. And there ought to be no difli -
cnlty in getting petitions so signed. Lot every man do his duty.
His sense of obli gation aud responsibility ought to lead every Brother
to make a point of appending his signature ; whilst somo would bo
moved to undertake the dut y of presenting tho petitions for
signature to those who might be unable to attend tho meeting of tho
Lodge.

There is another way in which , it appears to mo, Orangemen may
exorcise much iullueuco for good ,—by lay ing their views and wishes
before the parliamentary representatives of the counties or towns iu
which they dwell. Those who aro alread y decided iu favour of tho
course which a true regard for Protestant interests rcmiiros , will
thus be encouraged ; the hesitating may bo led to decide iu th e right
way ; and those who arc inclined in tho opposite way may bo induced
to change their course, or, at least, if they do not vote as we would
wish them, to abstain from voting. Members of Parliament
cannot aflord to bo indifferent to the views aud wishes of their
constituents.

I will give two examples of Bills , with regard to which , I think ,
we ought to petition , and to bring all our influence to bear ou our
parliamentary representatives,—Bills which have been before Parlia-
ment, and aro likely, I believe, to bo introduced again soon after
Parliament meets, — Mr. j STewdcgato's Bill  for tho Inspec-
tion of Convents, and tho Prison Ministers Bill. AVe ought to
petition in favour of Mr. Newdogato's Bill , and to give him
all the support in our power, to persevere, as he 1ms nobl y
done, in the face of the most violent and determined Popish
opposition , until his endeavours aro crowned with success. It
would bo out of place here to bring forward arguments in favour of
the Bill for the Inspection of Convents, and I believe you all know
already how strong they aro. I will remind you that , at present,—
although the existence of a convent in Britain is contra ry to law, and
they arc in no way sanctioned , but merely tolerated ,—convents aro
spots of British ground fro m which the operation of British law is
practically and wholly excluded , and which aro real ly under the
government of the Pope alone, administered by Popish bishops and
priests; whilst within them there may bo, and most probabl y there
are, many poor Avrotches, hopelessly deprived of that common blessing
of all Britons—liberty; nay, possibly subjected to severe punish-
ments and tortures, at tho caprice of a superior , under pretence of
regard for tho welfare of their souls ; aud that it . in (mites possible,
whilst facts in tho history of convents make u.s to think ifc iu tho
highest degree probable , that many horrible deeds of darkness aro
done in them. It is not unreasonable that  the truth as to these things
should bo intpiired into. And surel y wo ought to aid in opening tho
prison doors and letting the oppressed go free. As to tho Prison
Ministers Bill , it is one promoted by Pap ists , and which wo oug ht to
oppose with all our might. It proposes the further endowment of
Popery ; which , of itself ought to bo enoug h to decide onr conrso
with regard to it. Besides which ifc would subvert th e whole
discipline of prisons , giving to a Pop ish lwicst , appointed , not by tho
magistrates or Prison Board , but by the Popish bishop, a right of
interference subversive of order , inconsistent with tho good m-.umge-
nionfc of tho prison, and calculated to promote tho interests of Popery
alone. I mention these two bills , because of their great importance ,
and because they aro likely to bo among tho first to demand vour-
attention.

Let mo say, further , that wo should put forth our utmost efforts at
Parliamentary elections to secure the return of members of sound
Protestant op inions. Let us disregard minor considerations , and
uuite in support of Protestantism. There arc constituencies iu which
those electors who are Orangemen , if united as one man in support of
a particular candidate, could secure his election. Aud this fact,clearly demonstrated and well understood , would have a strong
influence on tho minds of other candidates. Much good might bo
done by Orangemen coming forward in as great numbers as possible,at the meetings of candidates with electors, and giving expression to
their opinions and wishes there.

Munici pal elections ought also to receive our constant attention. It
is of great importance that we.should have good men , and sound Protes-
tants in our town councils. From their number , and by them , the magis-
trates of town s are chosen, aud it much concerns the publi c interest ,that those should be men of ri ght princi p les and views. In-
stances have occurred , within these! few years , which show p lainl yhow dangerous a thing it is to have men in tho hi-d iest municipa l
offices who aro either Papists, or of those extreme and f'also liberal
views which incline to favour Popery, or any th ing  else that is bad.

There is yet another e '.-iss of elections in which man v ol' us aro
called to take part—electi ons of members of school boar ds. I. need
hardly say that the olecti.m of tni o-hoartcr! and i-;»ht-thiii! .; i ;i " men to
be members of school-boards , is of the uimo.4 importance to tho
welfare of the community ; and 1 trust you will  a lwuvsdo  vmir utmost
to secure the election of those who aro not merel y ' in name Protes-
tants , but zealous iu their Protestant ism—m-.n of piety, firml yholding the princi ples of tho Reformation.

As patriots , we must look speciall y to what concerns our own
country ; but as Chri stians , wo must  feed an interest , in what con-
cerns other countries also. Protestantism is iu confl i ct  wi th  Pop- ry
in many parts cf the world. The cause of out- br ethre n in AmeruVi,in Germany, in Switzerland , and wherever Popery is strivim : a -min s tthem , and they arc opposing its aggressions, is mu- cruise. There mav
not ho much that we can do for them , but we may at least encounv othem by tho expression of our sympath y, and .support then by ourp: avers. J

Brethren , I have laid before you some of my views. I trus t  tli"y
arc such as will meet with your approbation , and that wo shall <".



on together during the term of my Grand Mastership, united hear t
and hand in the prosecution of those objects which are proper for the
advancement of our great cause. May the blessing of God rest upon
us! May our numbers vapidly increase, and our influence become
greater in the land , and be more and more exerted for good, always
and only for good f

AVINE3 AND SPIRITS (Foreign) on which Dnty was paid in
London by some of the principal firms during tho past year.

AVINES (FOHEKJS)
Gallons

TV&AGilboy HHt> ,2as
Dtmjwall , Porta l & Co ... 130,833
FAV Cosens 115,800
It Hooper k Sons 103.00.-)
Jfnx Gresor & Co lOO.Kili
D Taylor & Sons 8fi,">55
Dent, TJrvick & Co 79,701
Cunliffo & Co 7N.2S1
TAV Staploton&Co ... ... 7t".,8'.U
AV .T Murray 7(i,2!>2
IITlfarfield 7.'M;IS.->
CG Phillips *Co 72,002

SPIRITS (1'oiMx)
Gallons

AV&AGilbcv 31S.531
Twiss & Browning 193,211
Daniel Taylor & Sons ... 1B5,0«5
Trowel" & Lawson 163,057
Diujrwnll, Portal & Co ... 13ti,7!)t
Gnlbraith , Grant & Co ... 91,828
B Hooper & Sons Hl ,2«l
E S Pick & Co 05,3(12
TC Unmet* & Son iiS.IV.ll
Daun A A'silleutin »f>,:«9
Osmond & Co 5I5.1S1
Fulchcv & Robinson 16,510

Besides the preceding there Avere about 2000 firms who paid duty on
Wines and Spirits ia less qnanth 'ws than those above mentioned.—
Wine Trade iter tew, loth January 1875.

MONEY MARKET AND CITY NEWS.
FRIDAY ,

One result of the threatened ruptnre between the Turks and Mon-
tenegrins this week was to depress tho market all round the moment
the news became current on 'Change, At firs t tho excitement was
made the most of for speculative purposes, bnfc the agitation created
by this intelli gence has since toned down, and it seems probable that
the violent fluctuations which took possession of business AVI'U be
fairly recovered. Next to this in importance has been the advent of
the Brazilian loan for live millions sterling. Tho bonds bear interest
at the rate of five per cent., and the price of issue was fixed at 9G1- ;
but notAvithstanding this high fi gure, it is stated that the subscrip-
tion s have far exceeded the amount required. The reasons given
for this new loan being required are plausible enough, aud appear to
stand thus : the enormous rise in the value of coffee greatly
enriched Southern Brazil , and its riches so obtained have given a
great impetus to railway extension to the more distan t coffee growing
districts. Already the planters of one province have pushed forward
a line for themselves out of their own resources, and now they are
connecting the arterial lino by a, branch wh ich will open up com.
nuvuication between the province in question and the capital, Rio
Janeiro. 1'or securing the extension of these and similar works a
special provincial tax is imposed , providing for the remuneration of
shareholders and bondholders under all conditions. The principal
railway in the conntry, already belongs to tho Imperial Govern-
ment, dividends of 7 per cent, having been paid on a capita l
of £5,000,000. Tho necessary funds for currying out this
undertaking have been provided by sin issue of Treasury Bonds,
which tho Govenimtuit now seeks to pay oil", as also to proceed with
its onward construction by means furnished by the now loan. So
that for the greater part of its so-applied proceeds tho Brazilian
Government will bo recouped, interest and amortisation out of the
profits of this its own property. The remaining portion of the Loan
Avill also go to advance Public Work s, which there is also reason to
anticipate will bo remunerative. The new Loan is therefore raised,
not to fill up deficits, or to meet extravagant expenditure , but to pro-
mote enterprises principally of undoubted security, and profit to the
Government.

Consols are unaffected by any of the changes that have taken
place in other directions , and remain firm at previous prices.

To some extent tho Foreign market has suffered from tho outbreak
previously referred to, and the feeling of uncertainty with regard to
Turkish Stocks. Many operations have been noted at a downward
tendency, bnt the unfavourable symptoms are not so strong at tho
close.

Business has been fairly maintained in the L'uglish Railway marke t,
although a certain amount of depression crep t in at one time in
sympathy Avith the agitation elsewhere. There is evidentl y a revival
of confidence in these undertakings , and quotations are taking an
upward turn. Midland and Metropolitan stocks are marked hi'dier,
as well as North Staffordshire.

In miscellaneous securities there is not much movement, the
principal being a heavy fall in Turkish ; Imperial Ottoman Bank
shares have been largely sold.

We are informed that the Khedive has determined upon tho estab-
lishment of a Ministry of Commerce in Egypt, upon the model of the
English Board of Trade , and has expressed a wish, throug h the
Foreign Oflicc, to obtain the  services of two officers of tho Board of
Trade competent to assist in organising the new department. AVe
understand that the President of the Board of Trade has accordingly
recommended Mr. H. Cholmondeley Penned and Mr. E. A. R. Acton
to assist the Egyptian Government in organising respectively the
departments for Internal and .External Commerce.

The Chinese Imperial Loan , contracted with tho Hong-Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation , bus met with great success. The
applications for bonds were seven times in excess of the number
offered to public subscri ption.

The report to bo presented at the meeting of the London and
AVestminster Bauk states the net profits for the half-year at £188,018,
raising the " rest " to £1,231,798, out of which the directors recom-
mend a dividend of 11 per cent, for tho six mon ths, leaving the "rest"
at £1,014,798. The deposits, circnlar notes, &c, amount to
£30,015,191. The shares of the New Zealand Manganese Mines. Com-
pany are qtiuteil at 1 premium,

The ordinary meeting ot the Coal Consumers' Association , is to be
held on the 27th inst., to receive the general report, and also the
report of tho committee of investigation.

In t he French National Assembly a bill has been presented by the
Minister of Public AVorks for the construction of tho long projected
railway funnel under the Channel. Tho French Company to which
the concession is granted, undertake to carry cut the work without
any State grant or guarantee of interest on capital.

On and after the 1st of next month the mails from England and
Scotland to the north of Ireland -will be conveyed by the short sea

route, rid Lame and Stranraer. Dnring the past tAVO or three
months there have been freqnent complaints as to the service f id
Holyhead and Kingstown, and a town meeting has been held in
Belfast on the subject, presided over by the mayor.

IIot.Low.ir's OINTMKXT AXD Pm.s.—These precious treasures work wonderfulcures of the worst diseases, which defy other treatment. Thousands have
extolled them as they deserve, yet have not given them one word of praise
more than they richly merited. An attentive study of tho directions wrappedround Holloway's medicaments will enable any invalid to overcome his
liihrmitj' , whether it be outwa rdly visible or inwardly concealed. Sores, skiu
diseases, inflammation , erysipelas, chest complaints, as well as moat disorders
of the head, stomach, liver, kidneys, and bowels, may bo radically removed by
these means, which aro no less potent in successfully contending with the oft-
times fatal ulcerations of the throat which periodically render scarlet fevct
and diphtheria most terrible public scourges.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
Q.—AVe have already touched upon the subject ; see onr opening

number. It is early yet to revert to it.
J. H. E.—AVe shall deal with the question you have raised when tho

date fixed for the Annual Festival is nearer. AVe shall then gladly
heed any snggestions you may think fit to make.

ENIGMA .—AVith all due respect we submit that you aro in error,
Try, at all events, to substantiate your facts, then, perhaps, yom
view of the circumstances, will have greater weight.

We shall be obliged if our correspondents will write their communi-
cations on one side of the paper only.

CKOWDEH OUT.—Promised reply to E. M. H.'s letter and other matter,

CORRESPONDENCE,
All Letters must bear the name and address of the Writer, not

necessarily fo r  publication , hat as a guarantee of good faith.
We cannot underta ke to return rejected communications.
We do itof hold ourselves responsible for  the opinions of our Cor~

respondents.

THE FKEEMASONS' LIFEBOAT
To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .

Sin ,—1 am greatly obliged to Bro. E. Gottheil, tho Hon. Secretary
of the Freemasons' Lifeboat Fund, for his lucid history of an event of
such interest to tho Order generally, aud of which I was, I confess,
in utter ignorance. I hare been two years a Mason, and have
attended my Lodge meetings with great regularity, but I do not
remember ever hearing that the Fraternity had been the generous
donors of a Lifeboat . My letter was written on tho impulse of the
moment, shortly after the occurrence of tho series of storms which
will make the closing months of 1871 memorable in Naval Annals.
I do not however regret that the question has been raised in your
columns. I have recently looked into tho statistics published by the
Lifeboat Association , and I find that cash to pay the working
expenses of tho boats already in the possession of the Association is
urgently needed.

I shall bo glad to subscribe a guinea for tho formation of an
Endowment Fnud , having for its object the payment of the annual
expenses incurred in working the Boat presented by the Order. I
trust others of my brethren will contribute. It seems to mo that Ave.
who " live at home at ease," incur a fearful responsibility if we do
not do all in onr power to succour the seaman in his hour of dire
distress. It is no doubt possible for the Legislature to do mnch for
the class who got their bread on the ocean ; but when all that Par-
liament can do has been accomplished, there will be ample room for
private enterprise and benevolence to come to the rescue of Poor Jack.

I am, Sir,
Yours Fraternally,

Liverpool , 18th January. A MASTER MASON.

To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .
SIR AND BU OTHKR ,—I am in entire ignorance of your sen-nmonts on

a subject somewhat importan t to myself, and one on which I have
boon rather severely lectured by your contemporary, The Freemason. ;
—Whether I am absolutely disqualified , or to what extent I ought to
feel myself debarred , virtute officii , from taking part in discussions
in Grand Lodge, or elsewhere, on questions intimately associated with
the interests of our great institutions. I appeal for space in your
columns, therefore, to place before the Craft the facts and figures I
was desirous of submitting, from my seat in Grand Lodge, at tho last
Quarterly Communication. I could not ask this favour from your
contemporary, because I yet fail to recognise tho distinct ion drawn
by him in the concession of my perfect right to express my opinions
in print, and tho abnegation of my right to do so orally in Grand
Lodge. If the objection to Bro. A. B., not as Bro. A. B., but qu& Bro.
" Secretary " A.B., be valid, it must be Talid alike everywhere , and



under all circumstances. To put a bar on the door of my lips, and at
the same time to offer me the free use of my pen, is, to mo, a refine-
ment of inconsistency that my plain reason does not permit me to
comprehend.

This is the way in which I purposed making the attempt. For
several years past I have felt that the time must have arrived when
Grand Lodge might fairly be asked to re-consider the amount
annually contributed from its f nnds to the two educational institutions,
though guided solely, I am prepared to admit, by the exigencies of
the Boys' school. Knowing how strong a feeling existed in op-
position to the terms of Bro. Clabon's motion, it was my intention to
propose an amendment, to the effect " that it be referred to tho
Board of General Purposes to consider the amount of the annual
grants by Grand Lodge to the charitable institutions associated with
the Order, and to report thereon to Grand Lodge." No large amount of
" sentiment " here, nor any very forcible " argument ad misericor-
diam." I should have based my proposition on these statistics :—

In the year 1812, 3rd June, " It Avas resolved and ordered that
every Lodge in and adjacent to the cities of London and West-
minster, upon tho registering of every new-made Mason, shall con-
tribute and pay the sum of five shillings ; and that every Country,
Foreign, and Military Lodge, upon the registering of every new-made
Mason, shall in like manner pay the sum of two shillings and sixpence j
which sum shall go, and bo paid, in aid of the Institution for
clothing and educating the sons of deceased and indigent Freemasons."

In the year 1812, the number of boys " clothed and educated "
{not mainta ined) was 50.

The total payments to this Institution by Grand Lodge, for a
period of 14 years, from 1826 to 1839, was £1,536 6s 3d, Avhioh gives
an average of some few shillings less than £110.

Estimating the fee all round at 2s Gd this would represent 880 cer-
tificates to " new-made Masons." For the year ending March 1839
the total expenditure of the Institution was £536.

The payment of 2s 6d on each certificate was, in the next year, com-
muted for an annual subsidy of £150, and at that amount it has
remained ever since. Up to 1840, therefore, Grand Lodge saw fit to
undertake about 20 per cent, of the total expenditure of the Institu-
tion.

In the year 1874 tho number of boys educated , clothed and main '
la ined was 176, and tho total expenditure was (in round figures, sub-
ject to audit) £7,800.

In tho same year, 1874, 1 apprehend, at a low estimate, the issue of
certificates will have reached 8,000—which, had the fee of 2s 6d
remained, vrould have yielded £800.

If, therefore, the commutation of the fee of 2s 6d was fair in 1840,
it is manifestly not equitable to continue it at the same sum in 1874,
and surely thero is nothing censurable in attempting a revision.
From my point of view, I think, Sir and Brother, here is contained the
" hard reality of figures ," and I have no wish to weaken their force by
any farther comments of mine.

" Quieta, non movcre " is all very well in some affairs. Ifc has not,
BO far as I am aware, been adopted as a Masonic adage, certainly not
so far as our Institutions are concerned. They have grown with
Masonry—with the progress of tho Order they have progressed,
more than pari passu. The princip le oi a grant has been conceded,
and I ask that, from the largely augmented annual receipts of Grand
Lodge, some considerably increased annual help should be given, to
relieve those Institutions from the heavy burdens which they have
been called upon to bear.

In conclusion , I would express tho fullest confidence that such a revi -
sion of the grants by Grand Lodge would in no way interfere with
the contributions from Private Lodges, Chapters, and Provincial Grand
Lodges, nor would it in any way operate to dam the stream of indi-
vidual benevolence.

I am, Sir and Brother,
Yonrs fraternal ly,

FREDERICK BINCKES .
London, 18th January, 1875.
[Wo readily insert this letter, but we beg to direct Bro. Binckes's

attention to the notice at the heading of our correspondence column.
—E D. FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .]

REVIEWS.
All Books intended for Beview should be addressed to the

Editor of The Freemason's Chronicle, 67 Barbican, E.C.
—:o:—

The Old Constitutions belonging to the Ancient and Honourable Society
of Freemasons. Eeprints of the Editions of 1722-1723. London
and Dublin. 1730. Edited by the Itev. John Edmund Cox, D.D.,
F.S.A. London : Itichard Spencer. 1871.

THESE beautiful reprints should be in the hands of every Freemason
who is interested in the Archeology of tho Order. They are exqui-
sitely printed in the old face type, as nearly like the originals as
possible, while some of the wood-cuts, and two frontispieces have
been produced in facsimile. Apart from their Masonic interest, these
reprints show that the printer's art, early in the last century, was
guided by the best taste. The title pages are really admirable ex-
amples of letter-press, and the headings and tail-pieces to the
chapters are very characteristic, as records of Masonic affairs, and as
contributions towards that comprehensive history of Freemasonry
which will some day be written, they are invaluable. The Editor's
preface, and the Publisher's remarks upon the originals embody much
interesting information.

THE QUARTERLIES,
OUR readers AVIII find much to interest them in the latest issues of
these important periodicals. Tho opening article in the Quar terly
is a long and very elaborate review of the " Groville Memoirs," It
was only last week that, in noticing " Social Pressure," we took
occasion to illustrate the author's remarks on " Over-Publicity " by
a reference to the publication of these very journals. AVe had not,
of course, then seen this article. It is the more gratifying, therefore,
to find that the Quarterly critic holds exactly the same opinion as
ourselves as to the more than indecent hasto which has been shoAvn
in publishing memoirs which should certainly not have seen tho light
of day for at least the next fifty years, and then not in tho form iu
Avhich they have appeared. AVe cannot do better, perhaps, than
quote the concluding paragraph of this most valuable protest against
the evil of " Over-Publicity." " AVe are not aware," says tho writer,
" that we have overstepped , by a hair's breadth, the strictest limits
of literary courtesy in onr strong condomziation of this book. AVe
have tacitly assumed that Grevillo wrote the most objectionable
passages without a view to publication, and that Mr. Eecvo published
them without intending to injure or annoy anybody. AVhat is dono
cannot be undoue. But a grave error has been committed, which
must not and (we think) will not be repeated. AVe venture to pro-
phesy that the remaining portions of the Journal will not see tho
light in our time—certainly not in the samo crude, mischievous,
unsatisfactory form. Nor will the world be ranch tho losers should
any meditated publication of the same sort be deferred for tho next
hundred yeiirs. If contemporary history cannot be written Avithout
the aid of such memoirs, we had rather do without contemporary
history ; AVC can Avait, for it is our firm conviction that any inforuia-
mation or entertainment Avhich may be derived from them is far more
than counterbalanced by the annoyance they create, the distrust they
inspire, the angry feelings they foster, and tho false impressions of
character and conduct they diffuse." Thero arc also admirable
notices of tho "Life of the Prince Consort ," " Farrar's Life of Christ,''
a paper on " Friendly Societies," and two articles on matters con-
nected with Legal Reform. In the first are considered the relations
that exist between " The English Bar and the Inns of Court." In
tho other, " The Judicial Investigation of Truth " is handled Avith a
skill aud sense that are worthy of all praise. Tho points to which
the writer of tho second article devotes his chief attention are these :
(a)  the laAV must be applied to every particular case with the
minimum of error ; (b) the law should work Avith the minimum of
delay, (e) with the minimum of expense. Our readers will agree
with ns that the attainment of these several objects is highly
desirable, and wo strongly advise them to study the many and
excellent suggestions to this end Avhich the writer offers.

Among the most valuable contributions to tho Edinburg h, may be
mentioned a review of " Lord Ellenborough's Indian Administration ,"
based on the recently published memoirs, edited by Lord Colchester.
Two critical notices of " the Life of the Prince Consort " and
" Cox's History of Greece ," and " a Memoir of Archibald Constable."
Other articles deal with. " Lnsio Pilaris and Lawn Tennis," iu
which the writer ably sketches the old game of tennis and the more
recent and highly popular one known as Sphai ristikc or lawn tennis,
offering, at the same time, many practical suggestions for the
perfection of the latter ;—" The Agricultural Labourers of England ,"
in which their complaints are analysed in a perfectly impartial
spirit, aud their condition compared with that of labourers in
different continental countries ;—aud " Tho Heart of Africa and tho
Slave Trade," Dr. Sehweinfurth's well known work being one of the
bases of tho last mentioned article, Sir Samuel Baker's "Ismailia "
the other. Those persons Avho have not read these very valuable
works will be enabled to form a capital idea of their merits, assuming,
at least, that they have little or no leisure for the private stud y of
the original Avorks themselves.

Among the contents of Popular Science we noticed especially au
elaborate article on " Gunpowder : its Manufacture and Conveyance."
Considering the terrible effects of the "Regent's Park Explosion ,"
the question of conveyance is of tho first importance , aud we aro
glad to learn from this article that every possible precaution is
observed in conveying gunpowder from the Government factory to
the stores at Purflcet. As to its manufacture, we are freel y initiated
into the system pursued at AValthat u ; and here, too, it scetns tho
authorities observe the utmost care, so as to reduce the possibi lity of
any accident to a minimum. Kor is this all: the process of inanu .
facfcnre is fully described, and an insight given us into the several
descriptions of powder in use, so that any of our readers who may
have a taste for this kind of study will derive much valuable infor.
mation from this article.
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THE THEATRES, &c,
COVENT GARDEN —At 7.0, THE A IVAXDIKRK.  At 7.1-., Till

BANKS IN THK WOOD.
DKTJRY LAWE.-At 7.0, TEX OF 'EM. At 7.."Si> , ALADDIN .
HAYMAEKET.-At 7.30, OUtt AMERICAN ' COUSIN and THE LOAN

OF A LOVKU.
ADBLPHI.—At 7.0. TIIK DREAM AT SEA and THK Cl t l t .DRKX IN

THE WOOD.
PBINCESS'S.-At 7.0, THK LANCASHIRE LASS mid BEAUTY AND

THE UKAST.
LYCEUM —At li.50, FISH OUT OK AVATHR. At 7. LA, HAMLET.
OLYMPIC—At 7.0, TWENTY MINUTES WITH A TIGER. AT 7..'W, THE

TWO ORPHANS.
STRAND.-.U 7.0, IXTRIGUR.  At 7.20, OLD SAILORS. At li .tr>, LOO

AND THK PARTY WHO TOOK MISS.
PBINCE OF WALES'S —A t 7. ir,, SWEETHEARTS and SOCIETY.
GAIETY.—AT 7.0, ISKNGAL TIGEIl. At 8.15, MEUUY WIVKS OF

AVINDSOK.
GLOBE.—At 7.0, A PKETTT PIKCE OF IHLSINEES. At S.O, LLUK

BEARD.
VAUDEVILLE —At 7.0, CUl'ISOARD LOVE . At 7.15, OUR HOYS.

At 10, ROMULUS AND ItF.MUS.
CHASING CBOSS.-At 7,:J0, DRAWING THE LINK. At S.l.A.THE NEW

MAGDALEN.
OPEBA COMIQUE.-At 7.0, HOUSEHOLD FAIRY. At 8.15, LADY

OF LYONS.
COURT —At 7.30, PEACOCK'S HOLIDAY. At S.:JO, UIUGHTON.
ALHAMBBA.—At 7.0, THK TWO IJONXYCASTLES. At 7.15, WHIT-

TINGTON.
CBITEEION.-LES PRES SAINT GERVAIS , &c.
AMPHITHEATBE, HOLBOBN.-At 7.0, THE UEGGAR'S OI'KliA.

At 8.15, MADAME ANGOT.
SUEEEY.-I-ORTY THIEA'KS and THE SECRET.
PHILHARMONIC —A t 7.."I0, THE WATKUMAX. At 8.20, LA FILLE

DE MADAMK ANGOT and tho GREAT DOIISTS (lust ni ght). Next
week, THE BOHEMIAN GIRL.

HENGLEB'S CIEQUE —At 2.U0 and 7.30, LITTLE EED RIDING
HOOD.

SANGER'S AMPHITHEATEE.-At 2.0 and 7.0. ALADDIN AND
THE WONDERFUL LAMP.

CEYSTAL PALACE.-Opcn Duilv , PANTOMIME , AQUARIUM , PIC-
TURE GALLERY, Kc.

POLYTECHNIC. - STA R WATCHIN G AND THE TRANSIT t)F
VENUS ; THK MYSTIC SCROLL ; CHYMICAL .MARVELS ; TDK
ISLE OF WIGHT AND ITS LKGENDS, CONJURING , Ac. Op en
at 12.0 and 7.0.

EGYPTIAN (LAEGE) HALL.-Dr. LYNX , at:s.0 imd 8.0.
EGYPTIAN HALL —MASKELYNE A N D  COOKE , at :).!> :HH 1S. O.
WESTBOUBNE HALL, Bayswatev.—MRS. H O W A R D  I 'AUL AND

MR. WALTER I'KLHAM :it 8. S:iliirdii.y.s lit :i onl y.
ST. GEOBGE'S HALL, Langham Place.—Mr. and Mrs . GERMAN

HEED at S.O. Thursday and Saturday at \i only.

NOTICE.
HTU E J''.l lKI 'h \ lAXON ' S C U K O N M C L l ' J  can he DM !, ml  of any
-*- liookseller in Town or Country,  but should nny d i l i i cu l l y be

experienced , it wi l l  be forwarded direct from the  < Jiiiee , on recei pt
of Post Ollico Order for the amount. Intending .Sul.iscribers shuuld
forward their fu l l  Addresses to prevent mistakes.

Post Office Orders to be made payable to \V. AV. MORGAN ,
at Barbican Office. Cheques crossed "London and County."

The Terms of Subscri ption (payable in advance) to Tin:
TUKEJIASON 'S Ct iuoNicr . K are—

Twelve Months , I'ot-'t Free t'O V.i fi
Six Months di t to ... ... 0 7 0
Three Months dit to 0 3 15

To the United States and France, -is oil per quarter , and to
Germany, 4s Od per quarter.

Agents, f r o m  whom Copies con a lv :nys  be I KO I : —
Messrs. C t r u r i c u  and Co., 12 Catherine (Street , Strand.
Mr. T. Diii.scoi.t ,, 37 Fnrriiig don Street.
Mr. (!. W. JO R D A N , 109 Strand.
Messrs. MA H S I I A M , and Soxs, 125 Fleet Street , E .C.
Mr. II. Smi'sox, 7 Red Lion Court , E.C.
Messrs. SM I T H  and So.vs, LSo Strand.
Messrs. SI'K.NCT.I; and Co., 2!! Great  < >ucen Street , W.C.
Messrs. S'i 'Kur , and J O N K S , 1 Spring Gaulens , Charing Cross.
Mr. G. YI C K K K S , Alltel Court , 1/2 Strand.
Mr. H. VtCKi - '.its , oL7 Stra.nd.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS.
Advertisers will  f ind Tire FI J E K M A S O X 'S G'I I I I O .N I C U : an exceptional l y

good medium for Advertisements of every class.

Per Page :fJS 0 0

Back Page £10 0 0
General Advertisements, Trade Announcements, &c. single

column , us per inch. .Double Column Advertisements Is
per line. Special Terms for a Scries of insertions on
app lication.

Bi fthii , Marriages, aud Death.;, 6d per liac.

DE PLURIMIS EEBTJS.
riTHE interest of the moment centres about the resigna-
JL tion by Mr. Gladstone of his leadership of the Liberal

party, Avhich lie has virtually held since the death of
Lord Palmerston in the autumn of 1865. The event can
hardly have been unexpected. It was freely mooted last
year, and it Avas only toAvards the very end of the Session
that the Right Honourable gentleman resumed his place
in the House and strenuously opposed certain measures
supported by the Government. Moreover, in the ordinary
course of things Mr. Gladstone's retirement from active
life must have occurred sooner or later. True, many
of onr public men remain in office till a far more ad-
vanced a.«e than he has attained. Lord Palmerston died
in harness at 83; Earl Eussell succeeded him in the
Premiership at 70 ; and Mr. Disraeli is, Ave believe, in his
70th year. For this reason, doubtless , this AvithdraAval
from the political arena, though freely canvassed, as we
have said , last Session , has surprised and not a little dis-
mayed the Opposition , Avho are at their Avits' end to supply
the vacancy. Not for lack of candidates though. Messrs.
Goschen , Porster, LOAVC, Lord Hartington, and Sir W.
Harcourt are said to be among the foremost claimants for
the vacant honour of " Leader of Pier Majesty's Opposi-
tion. " But has any one of these Aveight of character
enoug h for so important a position ? Mr. Gladstone
fi rst entered Parliament in 1882, and first took office
as a Lord of the Treasury in December 1834. He Avas
a prominent member of Sir R. Peel's Administration
L8il-.lt;, Chancellor of the Exchequer 1852-55, under
Lord Aberdeen , and again filled tho same office under
Lords Palmerston and Russell successively, 1859-66. He
was a great administrator , a great financier, a poAverful
speaker , and a read y debater , Avanting only, perhaps, more
tact and temper to have become the most eminent of
modern Parliamentary leaders. Can the half of this be
said of any one who is named as his probable successor ?
Wo ask not this by Avay of disparagement to their talents ,
but rather to show the loss the party have sustained by
Mr. Gladstone 's antici pated , yet, at the last moment, some-
what abrup t withdrawal fro m public life. Nor Avill this
loss be felt by his party only. The country, likewise, will
suffer. A weak Opposition—th e present is weak in point of
cohesion , if not in numbers—has always been regarded
as detrimental to the public interests. EA'CII the strongest
Government is all the better for an active and well
organised Opposition. Its measures are more carefully
prepared , and when they haA-e passed both Houses generally
appear more ship-shape than vvheu opposition is languid
and criticism somewhat feeble.

The person who has created the greatest amount of ex-
citement after the ex-premier is undoubtedly the Clerk of
the weather. We ought not , perhaps , to have spoken of
excitement in this case. How can any one be moved to the
expression of any kind of feeling Avhen the Avind IIOAV IS all
ni ght , and a drizzling rain is falling all day ? We have
had one or two glimpses of the sun ; the moon has
strugg led vainl y to show herself , and the stars have been
visible about as often as the sun. Otherwise onr chief out-
of-door enj oyments this year have been of a Avind and
watervcharacter. We had almost forgotten the mud , though.
We have seen and fel t that dail y since the thaw set in on the
mornin g of New Year's day. When Avill the vestries who
rule the greater part of the Metropolis think it worth their
while to keep th? streets decently clean ? We should have
far greater reason to boast of this London of ours if its
rulers—th ey of the City alone excepted—were just a little
less incapable than they are—less officious in trumpery
things , and more official in matters of importance. It is
said the government of London is confided to somewhere
about 11,000 persons, formed into all kinds of odds and
ends of sections known officially as vestries, local boards
of Health and Works, and tho like. It occurs to ua
wo might do better fchaa this.
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arrived at— " No fellah can make ifc out." We must there-
fore regard Captain ShaAV as little less than a wizard, if
measured by this standard , when we inspect his statistics
relative to this subject. Out of 1,573 fires, which occurred
in the year 1874, he positively furnishes us, in great detail,
Avith the causes of no less than 1,259, not including 18
which he reports as " doubtful." The different headings,
under Avhich he arranges the several causes of fire are
someAvhat curious in some cases. For instance, smokei'3
will be alarmed to find that 36 fires occurred through
"smoking tobacco." Anxious parents will be horrified
to discover that under the two heads of " children playing
with lucifers," and " children playing with fire," no less
than 62 are accounted for. It Avill cause serious alarm to
householders generally that " escape of gas" was the
origin of 44, and "defective flues " of 62. The heads
under which the greatest number of fires are found are,
" candles " 218, and "sparks from fire " 147, though the
climax is reached at 296, the number of those " not
accounted for." The rescue of life on these occasions is the
most gratifying part of the report, and reflects the highest
credit on the courage and skill of the Fire Brigade. Thus,
out of 157 people in peril from fire during the past year,
the very large proportion of 134 were saved by the Brigade.
We find that one of these heroes has himself saved the
lives of 17, whilst a second has done that service to 1],
Statistics SIIOAV a favourable progress in all the branches of
this most useful and praiseworthy institution. We wish
it all the encouragement it so richly deserves.

Having received universal tokens of affection and loyalty
throughout the entire length of his progress in his neAv king*
dom, King Alphonso has now reached the army of the North.
We hear of him at Saragossa on Wednesday last ; and the
telegrams inform us that the respite lately allowed the
Carlists will cease on the King's arrival. We may look,
therefore, for some impor tant results, when Ave regard the
enthusiasm which the restored monarchy has instilled into
the army. Carlist affairs do not seem to be "looking up" just
noAV either. The sinews of Avar would appear not to be forth-
coming ; there is some little difficulty in monetary affairs.
Bankers do not like the security, and object to advance
further sums. This might facilitate matters for the new king
very considerably. For how can soldiers, arms, or ammu-
nition be obtained now-a-days Avithout the "needful?" We
hope that a fresh difficulty may not so soon be imposed upon
the youthful monarch, as the Gustav affair seems to
promise. German honour—Bismarck's honour—must be
satisfied ; no doubt will be; but we hope that " busy "
statesmen will advocate no indecent haste in the matter of
reparation , however Avell deser'ved it may be. There may
be some slight tinge of disappointment, perhaps, in the fact
that a king has been called to the throne without the per-
mission of Germany ; but Ave trust the young monarch
Avill be allowed just a little breathing time to satisfy all
parties.

Prevention is better than cure "—cheaper, too, no
doubt—in every way more desirable. Are we to regard
this as the maxim Avhich Europe accepts when we look
into the mighty warlike preparations she is now making ?
We have arrived at a pitch Avhen armies are counted by
millions, Avhen countries present the aspect of one huge
military establishment. By the passing of the Landsturm
Bill, every German between the ages of 17 and 42, Avho
does not already belong to the Army of Reserve, is liable
to be called out in the case of an actual , or even a
threatened invasion. This will place at the disposal of
Germany a total available force of 2,800,000 men. May be
tho irritable temperament of France, writhing under her
late discomfiture and loss of territory, and " eager for the
fray," on the one hand , and the gigantic preparations of
Russia on the other, account in some Avay for the tone of
German military politics. France and Russia are apparently
on very friendly terms. They hem in Germany betAveen
them, and their united forces are said to number over
5,000,000 men , viz., Russia 3r millions, and France about
1,750,000. In addition to these great powers, we find
Austria, Italy, Denmark, Holland and Switzerland arming
to the teeth. What does it all mean ? And what is
England doing ? It becomes more apparent than ever
that she will never be able to take any independent action
in Continental affairs again, though she might serve as a
yery useful contingent to a great power. The total

Catching cold is seasonable, and follows appropriately
enough our brief discourse about the Aveather and
certain of its effects. Dr. Symes Thompson has
recently been lecturing on this subject, or, as he puts
it, Avith a becoming professional regard for the fitness
of terms, "losing heat." We Avear clothes, not to
keep out the cold, but to keep in the heat. Yet not always
successfull y, for the cold siezes hold of us in spite of oui
Avraps and comforters and clogs. The consequences are
often distressing, and the aid of the medical man not seldom
imperatively necessary. Dr. Thompson's advice, therefore,
comes opportunely enough. Don't be frightened of the
night air, says this Avorth y medicine man, it is purer, at
all events in London, than the air we breathe by day. So
keep the bedroom Avindow a little open at night time.
Avoid draughts and especially very quick currents of air. By
all means, if suffering from cold, maintain an equal tempera-
ture in the room you occupy, or induce perspiration
either by having a Turkish Bath or taking a nightcap of
hot spirits and Avater—rum in preference—mixed Avith
sugar and a little nutmeg. The last is perhaps the best
suggestion of all. At all events, it would have suited
Mr. Stiggins admirably. Had be been present and heard
Dr. Thompson's lecture, doubtless he would have gone off
then and there and caught cold, and have remained in a
chronic state of suffering from the " loss of heat " ever
since. A " go " of this particular vanity—Ave should have
said remedy—hot, strong and Avarm, Avas exactly to his taste.

It seems fated that Paddington Station should be the
scene of great jeAvel robberies. Our readers Avill remember
that , toAvards the end of last year, Lady Dudley s ]ewel
case Avas stolen almost from under the eyes, certainly from
under the very feet of the attendan t in charge of it. A few
days since H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh Avas Avaiting at
the same station for the train , Avhich was to convev him on
a visit to Lord and Lady Dudley, when, behold , H.R.H.'s
jewel case disappeared in an equally mysterious manner.
In this, as in the previous cases, the robber displayed great
j udgment and retired , leaving behind not the slightest
trace of himself or his booty. Thus , the Duke set out on
his visit Avithout his jeAvels. Two questions naturally
occur to us. How do these thieves get wind that royal and
noble personages intend travelling by certain trains, and
with their jewel cases ? Are the Padclingtou official s
sufficiently on the alert against the loose class of persons
Avho notoriously infest all our most important railway
stations ? If so, how can the same kind of robbery have
occurred twice Avithin the space of a few Aveeks ?

From other parts of the country there is little to record.
There have been conferences of different kinds in different
towns. The most noteworthy event , however, is the strike
of colliers in South Wales. These differences are seriously
to be deplored ; they are costly, create a bad feeling be-
tween employers and the employed, and in nearly every
case are disastrous to the families of tho latter. Would it
not be well to adopt some such plan as, Ave believe, is
pursued in France, and erect a court or courts of arbitra-
tion or conciliation for the amicable settlement of all
differences betAveen masters and men ? Those Avho Avould
learn something of the working of these courts will find
much valuable information thereon in Mr. Brassey's book
on " Work and Wages." All we cau do is to hope that
tho present strife may end as soon as possible.

In the literary world we have to chronicle the appearance
of the fifth or Inkerraann volume of Mr. Kinglake's
" InA'asion of the Crimea." As far as we have been able
to jud ge, this is full y equal, in point of graphic description,
to the volumes that have preceded it. It will certainly
add largely to the already high reputation of the author.

A deputation , representing the Ancient Order of Fores-
ters, Avaited on the Chancellor of Exchequer, on Wednesday,
for the purpose of submitting for his consideration certain
suggestions in connection Avith the Friendly Societies'
Bill , Avhich will be presented to Parliament this Session. A
long discussion ensued, the Right Honourable Gentleman
courteously promising that every possible consideration
should be given to the several amendments suggested, and
in some matters urging a conference of Foresters Avith Mr.
Ludlow, the draftsman of the bill. The deputation were
highly pleased with their reception.

Causes of fire, generally unaccountable, are often wrapt
in mystery. All kinds of intelligent reasons are advanced on
occasions; of its outbreak, but the same result is usually



Whittington owed his Avealth to the employment of the!
coal ships knoAvn as " Cats," is deserving of notice.

Bro. Louis Beck s Fourth Annual Ball will take place at
Willis's Rooms, St. James's, on Thursday, 11th February.
An efficient body of Stewards has consented to act on that
occasion. Tickets can be obtained at Bro. Beck's, 1A
Adam Street, Strand. Bro. Jarvis is the M.C.

On Tuesday evening last a very successful Masonic Ball
Avas given in the Royal Pavilion, Brighton.

We observe that the death-rate has assumed much more
satisfactory dimensions during the past Aveek. We find , by
the Registrar-General's Returns, that the mortality in the
20 English towns shows the lower average of 32 per
1,000, 34 in Edinburgh, 42 m Dublin, and 44 in GlasgoAv.
The rate at Bradford is the lowest, viz., 22, while Manches-
ter is unhappily credited with the highest, 42. In London
the rate declined to 29 per 1,000. Altogether we may
consider the returns as satisfactory.

On Monday a Grand Conference was held at Birmingham
for the purpose of concerting measures throughout tho
Midland Counties for the defence of the Church. The Earl
of Dartmouth presided, and letters were read from the Earl
of Harrowby and Mr. Newdegate, expressing both regret at
their inability to be present and entire sympathy with the
objects of the meeting. Amongst the speakers may be
mentioned none other than Lord Lyttelton, a prominent
member of the Liberal party, Avho was heartily congratu-
lated by the chairman on the taste and judgment he
displayed in handling the question. A large and influential
meeting Avas also held in the evening of the same day in the
Town Hall, Avhen certain resolutions on the same subject
were offered and accepted.

For some days past a Trades Union Congress has been
sitting at Liverpool. Many subjects of interest were dis-
cussed, and among those who addressed the meeting may be
mentioned Mr. Plimsoll, M.P., in whose favour a resolution
Avas passed, expressing the complete sympathy of the Con-
gress Avith the honourable gentleman in his efforts on behalf
of our mercantile seamen. Mr. Plimsoll's remarks naturally
related to the subjec t he has so strenuously taken in hand.
A resolution was subsequently agreed to, that a memorial
should be presented to the Prime Minister, entreating that
the attention of the Government should be given to the
subject of the unseaworthiness of our ships. Several note-
worthy persons connected with Trades' Unions were
present, including the honourable member for the Hole-iu-
the-Avall, Mr. Odger, of Republican notoriety.

INSTRUCTION .—The Installation Ceremony will be re-
hearsed in the Confidence Lodge of Instruction, White
Hart Tavern, Abchurch-lane, Cannon-street, on Wednesday
evening, the 27th inst., at 7.30, by Bro. John Constable
W.M. 185.

Illustrated Guide for  Amateur Ga rden ers. Spring 1875. Daniel
Bros. Norwich.—Contains, among other matters, an excellent "Kitchen
Garden Calendar," Avhich will be found serviceable on the all impor-
tant questions of sowing, planting, treatment and selection of the
best varieties. Then follows an illnstrated table of the various sorts
of vegetables moat in use, Avith notes to guide the amateur in hia
choice of qualities. Next comes the "Flower Garden Calendar,"
similarly treated to its companion of the Kitchen Garden , and fol-
lowed in like manner by a long catalogue of plants and seeds, with
the addition of sundry suggestions on the purchase and arrangement
of plants in borders and beds. A description of several new sorts of
vegetables, and snndry new inventions for the greenhouse, concludes
this admirable guide, which we accordingly recommend to the notice
of any among our readers who have a taste for gardening.

A Wondrous Tale, and other Poems, by ST. MARIE. London : Char-
ing Cross Publishing Company.

THESE little poems, Avhich are all of a serious cast, are evidently
written by a 'prentice hand. They exhibit a highly moral and
religions tone, and are, no doubt, the work of an earnest soul, whoseeks to alleviate human woe,*and speak a Avord of hope to tho
fallen. In view of the evident intention of the author, we shallrestrain our critical instinct, and merely advise her to try again,and yet again, before she ventures upon publishing any additionalrhymes. .

available force of England would not amount to one-
tenth of that of France, or one-tAventieth of the host of
Germany. She must be content then to leave Avar alone,
and follow peaceful pursuits. Thanks to her insular posi-
tion, she is virtually secure from invasion. Further, she
owns a navy which she is just ly proud in thinking Avould
render her position unassailable, even if such a remote
contingency were threatening.

We wish wo were able to offer more satisfactory intelli-
gence to our readers of the health of Prince Leopold.
His condition, though apparently much the same, does not
shoAV altogether hopeful signs of a speedy recovery. We
read that haemorrhage has returned, which the London
Medical Mecord regards as a very ominous sign in ordinary
cases of typhoid fever. We are glad to learn, hoAvever,
that the authority just quoted regards haemorrhage in this
case, not as proceeding from the fever, but attributes it to
a natural tendency to haunorrhage m the Prince. Its ill-
effect, then, will be measured by the extent of debility it
may produce, and, having regard to the milder Aveather
UOAV prevailing, we hope for some improvement at an
early date.

Bro. S. B. Oldham, Secretary to the Girls and Boys'
School in Ireland has been appointed Deputy Grand
Secretary and Treasurer to the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
in place of Bro. C. J. Walmisby, lately resigned.

A Masonic Temple is to be solemnly inaugurated at
Rome next month. It is understood that the occasion will
be one of very great pomp.

We have great pleasure in announcing that on Wednes-
day last Bro. I. Edwards Avas unanimously elected to the
office of Town Clerk of St. Albans—a post rendered vacant
by the lamented decease of Bro. T. W. Blagg. Bro.
Edwards Avas also appointed Registrar of the County Court.

A very pleasant gathering came off at the Criterion, the
other evening, on the occasion of a complimentary dinner
to Mr. Peter Laird, the late Assistant Secretary at the
Agricultural Hall, Islington, which post he had filled from
the first opening of the building. During his tenure of
office , Mr. Laird Avas deservedly popular Avith all classes,
and his retirement Avas a general source of regret. The
estimation in Avhich he Avas held by a large circle of friends
found a still more practical expression, on this occasion, in
the presentation of a handsome testimonial, consisting of a
purse of gold, which Avas suitably acknoAvledged.

Bro. E. P. Albert P.M. and Secretary 188, and Proxy
Master, Isle of Mauritius has been presented Avith a very
elegant medal, artistically enamelled in colours, as a mark
of honour from the Canongate and Leith Lodge, No. 5,
Scotland .

The story of Whittington and his Cat, no doubt be-
came familiar to most of our readers in the early days Avhen
a visit to the Pantomime was one of the events of the
season. The following, from a footnote to Mr. Riley's
admirable preface to his Edition of Liber Albus, may possess,
therefore, some interest. In tho 14th and beginning of the
15th centuries, trading, or buying and selling at a profi t,
was known to the more educated classes under the French
name of " Achat," which in England Avas Avritten , and not
improbably pronounced " Acat." To " Acat " of this na-

Other solutions have been offered, and among them a sug-
gestion, in a spirit of irony, by Foote, in his. Mlob% that

ture Whittington was indebted for his wealth, and as, in
time, French was gradually displaced by modern English,
the meaning of the word probably became lost, and thus
furnished an opportunity to some inventive genius, at a
much later period, for building up a new story on the
double meaning of an old and effete word. Mr. Riley
further tells ns that contracting was also known, in the
14th century as " Acat," and to " Acat" of this descrip-
tion Whittington may also have owed some of his wealth.



DIARY FOR THE WEEK.
We shall be greatly obliged if the Secretaries of the various

Lodges throughout the kingdom would favour us with a copy
of their summonses each time of issue.

SATURDAY, 23rd JANUARY.
Audit Committee, Boys' School , at 3.

l-tll—Peace, Masonic Rooms, Meltham.
1297—AVest Kent, Forest Hill Hotel, Forest Hill, Lcvrisnaui.

MONDAY, 25th JANUARY.
•1—Roval Somerset House and Inverness, Freemasons Hall.

.%—Castle L of Harmony, AVillis's Rooms, St. James's.
!I8—Old Kings Arms, Freemasons' Hall.
79—Pythagorean, Shin Tavern, Royal Hill, Greenwich.

183—Unity, London Tavern, Bishopsgate-street.
802—Burtfoyne, Anderton's Hotel, Fleet-street.
905—no Gray and Ripon, Caledonian Hotel, Adelphi.

It. A. 23—Robert Burns, Freemasons' Hall.
R. A. 188—Joppa, Albion Tavern , Aldersgate-street.
827—St. John's, Masonic Temple, Halifax-road , Dcwsbury, Yorks.
It. A. 302—Charity, Masonic Hall, Bradford , Mon.

TUESDAY, 26th JANUARY.
- Audit Committee, Girls' School, Freemasons' Hall, at 1.

11—Tuscan , Freemasons' Hall.
02—Moira , London Tavern , Bishopsgate-street.

IU—Faith , Anderton's Hotel, Flect-stvcet.
l to—Prudent Brethren, Freemasons' Hall.
186— Industry, Masons' Hall , Masons'-avenue, BasingUall-strect.
203—Israel , City Terminus Hotel , Cannon-street.
25!)—Prince of AVales , AVillis 's Rooms, St. James's.

1158—Southern Star, Montpelier Tavern, Walworth.
llOfi—Urban , Old Jerusalem Tavern , St. John's-gate.
1318—F.bury, Morpeth Arms Tavern , Millbank.
R. A. 21—Cyrus, Ship and Turtle , Lcadenhall-strcct.
R. A. 16—Old Union, Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-street.
•118—St. James', Masonic Hall, Halifax, Yorks.

WEDNESDAY, 27th. JANUARY.
Festival of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for Aged Freemasons anc

AVidows of Freemasons.
2—Anti quity, Freemasons' Hall.

212—Euphrates , Masons' Hall , Masons' Avenue, Basinghall-street.
507—United Pilgrims, Horns Tavern , Kcnniiifrton .
733—Prince Frederick AVilliam , Lord's Hotel , St. John's AVood;
751—High Cross, Seven Sisters' Tavern , Page Green , Tottenham.
898—Temperance in the East, Private Assembly Rooms, ONewby.placc, Poplar

105B—Victoria , Anderton 's Hotel, Fleet-street.
290—Hurtdcrsfield , Masonic Hall , HuddersfieW .
3d (—Philanthropic , Masonic Hall , Leeds.
750- Friendship, Freemasons' Hall, Cleckheaton , Yorks.

1283—Ryburn , Masonic Rooms, Sowcrby Bridge, Yorks.
R. A. 387—Moravian, Masonic Hall, Shipley.

THURSDAY, 28th JANUARY.
General Committee, Girls' School , Freemasons' Hall, at t.
22—Neptune, Guildhall Tavern , Gresham-street .
31—Mount Moriuh , Freemasons' Hall.
GO—Peace and Harmony, London Tavern , Bishopsgate-street.1)5—Prosperity, Guildhall Tavern, Gresham-streefc.
(IB—Grenadiers , Freemasons' Hall.
99—Shakespeare , Albion Tavern , Aldersgate-street.

871—Royal Oak, AVhito Swau Tavern , High-street , Duptfonl.R. A. 177—Domatic, Anderton's Hotel , Fleet-street.
R. A. 531—Polish National , Freemasons' Hall.
R. A. 7UG—AVilliam Preston , City Terminus Hotel, Cannon-s treet
810—Craven, Devonshire Hotel , Skipton.
901—Phienix, Shi p Hotel , AVestgate, Rotherham.
971—Trafalgar , Commercial-street, Batley. Yorks .It. A. 307—Good Intent , AVhito Horse, Hcbdun Brid ge, near Halifax.K. T. Preccp.—Fearnlcy, Dcwsbury.

FRIDAY, 29th JANUARY.
tt. A. 131—Caledonian, Ship aud Turtle Tavern , Leadeiihull-strect.
R. A. 212—Magdalen, Town Hall , Doncastor.

SATURDAY, 30th JANUARY.
1162—WhavndiSc, Eoso imd Crown Hotel, Turnstone, Yorks.

EDINBURGH DISTRICT.
MONDAY—3ill—St. Clair, Freemasons' Hall.
TUESDAY—151—Defensive Band , Alexander Hall , Cockburu-stieet.,, R. A. 10—Naval and Military, Freemason** Hull.
WEDNESDAY—112—St. John, Fisher-row, Royal Hotel, Musselbur"h.THURSDAY-392-Caledonian , Freemasons' Hall.
FRIDAY—223—Trafal gar, 31 Bernard-street , Leith.

ashlar. Votes of thanks were accorded to those brethren, which
were carried nnanimonsly. The Lodge Avas then closed, and the"
brethren sat down to the usual banquet, which was provided by
Bro. Francatelli, and superintended by Bro. Knill. The usual loyal
and Masonic toasts were given by the W.M. The toast of H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales as Grand Master was received with great
enthusiasm, as well as that of the Earl of Carnarvon Provincial
Grand Master, and Lord Skermersdalo Deputy Grand Master.
Bro. E. March S.W., in a pertinent speech, in returning thanks,
regretted the absence of two members of the Lodge, who were
members of Grand Lodge, namely—Bros. Kucker and J. E.
Saunders, who wore prevented from being present by important
duties. Bro. Waters I.P.M., in proposing the toast of the W.M.,
said how pleased ho Avas to see him in the chair. He was one who
was qualified to fill it; his heart and sonl Avere in the cause of
Freemasonry, and he Avas snro it was the wish of every brother
present. (Cheers.) The W.M., in reply, said he had to thank
Bro. Waters for his kind expressions ; it was a great pleasure to be
Master of the Grand Stewards' Lodge, and he wonld be only too
happy to render any assistance during his year of office to the Lodge.
The toast of tho visitors Avas responded to by Bros. White and
Goldsmith . Bro. Waters returned thanks for the Past Masters in a
capital speech. Ho said that he hoped, in seeing so numerous an
assemblage of tho brethren present, that they might, in the course
of time, aspire to so eminent a position as that he now occupied—a
Past Master of the Grand Stewards' Lodge. (Cheers.) The toasts
of the Treasurer (Bro. Spencer) and Secretary followed. The W.M.,
in proposing the toast of the officers of the Lodge, stated he was
proud to see such as those he had selected, and he hoped, on a
future occasion, to see them in the same position he now occupied.
Bro. March S.W. returned thanks for the toast, and pertinently said,
it was merely a suggestion, that he hoped wonld be carried out, that
the Grand Stewards for the year should be invited to visit the
Grand Stewards' Lodge; it wonld not only create a reciprocal feeling,
but would add materially in augmenting their numbers. The W.M.
then proposed the toast of " Tho Charities." He was pleased to sea
one of the members of his Lodge present, Bro. Binckes, who
represented a great and glorious institution—The Boys' School.
Bro. Binckes, in response, gave tho brethren the numbers of tho
boys and girls who were being educated and clothed, also those of
the aged who were provided for, but he also stated that there were
525 candidates now Avaiting for admission into the three charities at
tho next elections. Bro. White followed, and hoped the brethren and
their families Avould visit the various institutions, for they would
then see how the amounts given Avould be thankfully received and
faithfully applied. The Tyler's toast was then given. The
brethren were entertained by the beautiful singing of Bros. Carter,
Lister and Lawlor jun., who gave some capital songs and glees j
Bros. Edmonds and Baxter also contributing to the harmony.

Medina Lodge, No. 35.—The annual meeting of this Lodge,
which is the most ancient in the Province of Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight, was held ou Thursday last, at the Lodge llooms, High
Street, Coives. The brethren assembled at about 3 p.m., for the purpose
of assisting in tho installation of Bro. T. W. Faulkner. Bro. Faulkner
lias already filled the chair on one or two occasions, but tho brethren
knowing his zest for Freemasonry again selected him as the Master
for the year 1875. The Lodge having been opened in tho three
degrees, the ceremony was carried out by Bro. J. G. Wheeler, the
retiring Master, assisted by the other P.M.'s of the Lodge. The
Master having been duly installed , proceeded to the appointment of
his officers. The bnsiness at the Lodge having been concluded, tho
brethren retired to the banquet , at the Fountain Hotel. The chair
was taken by the W.M., and the vice-chair by Bro. J. Hall Smith P.M.
and S.W., after which the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given
and were well received.

Mount Lebanon Lodge, No. 73.—The installation ceremony
in connection with this distinguished Lodge took place on Tuesday
night, at Bro. Spencer's, Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge.
Members and visitors, numbering together upwards of a hundred,
assembled upon the occasion. They included several provincial
grand officers , a large number of Past Masters, Wardens, Deacons,
and other officers of the Craft, each and all of whom wore the full
insignia of their respective offices. The Lodge met at 5 o'clock, and
Past Master Harris, Treasurer, performed the ceremony of installing
Bro. Isaac ( John Hooper Wilkins Master of the Lodge for the
ensuing year. At the conclusion of the business the company
adjourned to tho banquet hall , were covers were laid for 120 guests.
The newly installed Master presided, supported , on his right, by an
initiate, and on his left , by Past Master Harris. There were also
present, at the cross-table, Bro. Colonel Bnrdett, Provincial Grand
Master of Middlesex ; Bro. T. J. Sabine , Provincial Grand Deacon of
Middlesex ; Bro. W. Smeed, Provincial Grand Warden of Middlesex ;
Bro. James Cattley Mason (Mason , Cattley and Co.) ; and Bro. Lazarus.
Past Grand Warden of Wilts , Avho, in responding for the visitors,
took the opportunity of producing his certificate of a Master, which
Avas dated 23rd January 1825, and signed by Frederick Augustus
(the Duke of Sussex), who was, at that time, Grand Master. After
the service of an excel lent dinner by Bro. Joseph Spencer, the
" Queen and the Craft ," and tho other masonic toasts, were proposed
by the Worshipful Master, who, in the course of tho evening,
presented , in the name of the Lodge, a magnificent jewel to the
immediate Past Master, Bro. J. L. Dnssek, unanimously voted out of
the Lodge funds , supplemented by the private subscriptions of the
brethren. The toasts were interspersed with songs and glees, under
the direction of Bro. John Bead. The evening was one of the moat
successful of the successfnl meetings of the Mount Lebanon Lodge.

St, John 's Lodge, No, 80,—The iuataUatJou w»«tii»g of this

Grand Stewards' Lodge.—The installation meeting of tho
above Lod ge, restricted to Present and Past Grand Stewards, was
held on Wednesday, the 20th inst., Bro. Waters occupying the chair,
supported by the officers and Bros. F. Binckes (Secretary Boys'
School) , IT. Norman , Scott, G. S. States, Pankhnrst, Edmonds,
Breary, Richards, White, &c. The Lodge Avas opened, and the
minutes were confirmed. Bro. J. R. Stedwel l P.G.S. and P.G.J.W.
(Middlesex) , was duly installed into the chair. Ho then appointed
his officers for the ensuing year, viz.—Bros. E. March S.W., Hockley
J.W. and Secretary, R. Spencer Treasurer, Baxter S.D., Walsh J.D.,
J. E. Saunders P.G.D. I.G., F. Richardson D.C., W. Watson W.S.,
and Rawles Tyler. Bro. White P.G.S. having announced his inten -
tion to act as Steward at the forthcoming anniversary of the Girls'
School, the sum of five guineas was placed on his list from the funds
of the Lodge. The following presents to the Lodge were announced ,
viz.—a very elegant square and compass, by Bro. R. Spencer ;
Bro. Stedwell W.M., the columns ; Bro. Norman, the cushion ;
Bio. Walters, the ballot-bus ; and, BJU Kucker, the rough aud perfect

NOTICES OF MEETINGS.



Lodge was held at the Albion Tavern , Aldersgate Street, on Monday,
11th inst. ; there were present Bros. Rumford P.M. W.M., Wetherell
S.W., Snelling J.W., J. Elese P.M. Treasurer, J. Grift'en P.M. Secre-
tary, Venn S.D., W. Stornier J.D., Smith I.G., AV. R. Stephens
P.M. W.S., Bro. G. P. Griffin P.M., McDongal P.M., S. C. Hadley
G.A.D. C.P.M., Bros. W. Kathbono, T. Meyrick, J. D. Allison, W.
Brown, W. Colpoys, J. L. Cross, J. Margetsen, P. A. Coard, J. Pearce,
S. Henderson, G. Thorne, J. Kelsey ; there were several visitors present,
amongst whom were the. following, Bro. N. D. Benjnmea, of a Foreign
Lodge, A. J. Bristow No. 11, C. Challen and E. M. McDougal No. 3,
E. W. Plowright P.G.S., E. Dow 821, L. Rumford, C. E. Eglese 1261,
W. I. Spicer 579, F. J. Foord 424, W. Burgess 401. The Lodgo was
opened, and the minutes of the previous meeting Avere read, and con-
firmed . The Lodge Avas opened in the second degree, and the W.M.
elect, Bro. Wetherell, was presented to tho W.M. to receive at his
hands the honour of installation. The Lodge was opened iu the
third degree, and tho W.M.'s having retired, Bro. Wetherell was in-
stalled into the chair of K.S., according to ancient custom, the
M.M. having re-entered the Lodge, and sainted the W.M., the Lodge
Avas closed in first and second degree, and the officers were appointed
and invested as follows:—Bro. Snelling S.W., Venn J.W., Eglese
Treasurer, G. P. Griffin Secretary, W. Stormer S.D., Smith J.D. The
Lodge was then closed, and the brethren adjourned to banquet.

St. John 's Lodge, Banff.—The annual meeting of this Lodge
Was held on Thursday, the 14th inst,, for the purpose of transacting
the ordinary business, aud for the election of office-bearers. After
the business of the Lodge was over, the brethren dined together in
their hall, Brother D. M'Culloch presiding. A very pleasant and
harmonious evening Avas spent.

Lod gO Of Justice , No. 147.—The installation meeting of this
Lodge, was held at the White Swan Tavern, High-street, Deptford , on
Wednesday, the 13th inst. There were about 50 brethren present.
Bro. C. G. Dilley W.M. in the chair assisted by Bro. J. Roper S.W.,
Bro. Speight S.D., Chnrch I.G., Past Masters G. Bolton, T. Percival,
J. Lightfoot. R. Batt, J. Patte, J. Cavel, H. Sadler, G. Chapman
Secretary, and H. Bartlett Treasurer. Bros. J. J. Hntchins, G. Water-
man, T. Partington , J. W. Freeman, G. Bray, J. L. Doust , J. H.
Skelton, C. Porter, N. Clarke, J. Endicott, B. Goodman , S. Hurdle, J.
Chappell, W. Kcnnett, T. Mott, G. Dukes, W. Ingram, J. J. Pitt, T.
Miles, and several others. Tho Lodgo being opened, and the minutes
confirmed, a ballot was taken for Mr. T. Clarke, R. R. Banks, and H. C.
Freeman for initiation . Tho Lodge was opened in second degree, and
Bro. G. Bray, having answered the usual questions, was entrusted
aud retired. The Lodge was opened in third degree, and Bro. Bray
was raised to that degree, the Lodge was resumed in second degree,
and Bro. John Roper was presented for installation. The Lodgo was
resumed iu third degree, and Bro. Roper, having been installed , and
the Lodgo closed down to the first degree, the W.M. appointed and
invested his officers as follows :—Bros. Andrew P.M. S.W., Speight
J.W., Church S.D., Waterman J.D., Partington I.G., Past Masters
H. Bartlett , and G. Chapman were re-investcd as Treasurer and
Secretary. The W.M.,"; Bro. Roper, then initiated Messrs. J.
Clarke, R. R. Banks, and H. C. Freeman into the Order. The Lodge
Avas then closed, and the brethren adjourned to a most excellent
banquet, provided by Mrs. Porter, the hostess. The following visitors
were present :—Bro. H. Moore P.M. 1155, of Avhich Lodge Bro. Roper
Is an officer. Bros. S. Hose S.W. 1155, J. Carver P.M. 1155, J.
Wclstead D.C. 1155, Burton 933, G. Brown P.M. 169. The usual
Masonic toasts were given. Bro. H. Moore responded for the visitors,
and, in returning thanks, remarked that in the course of his Masonic
experience, which extended over some ten years, he had never heard
a W.M., on the night of his installation, perform the ceremony of
initiation in a more able and impressive manner than Bro. Roper
had done that evening. The brethren having spent a most pleasant
evening, departed , highly satisfied with their enjoyment.

Bedford Lodge, No. 157.—The members of this excellent
old Lodge met on the 8th instant, and disposed of a large amount
of business, the W.M., Bro. Briggs, initiating, passing and raising
several gentlemen and brethren into the various degrees in a very
able manner. Bro. P.M. Stacey installed Bro. James Lear Drew
into tho W.M.'s chair. The W.M. made appointments to the
several offices as follow :—Bro. Walton S.AV. ; Bro. Poole J.AV ;
Br. Creak S.D. There was a good muster of P.M.'s, amongst whom
>ve noticed Bros. Cnbitt , Millis , Holland, Hills, Smith and Brander.
Among the large attendance of visitors were Bros. Farthing W.M. ;
Boyd P.M. ; Beard P.M.; Kepling P.M. ; Pope P.M. ; Darke P.M. ;
Kicholls P.M. ; Hillis P.M.; J. R. Stacey P.M. aud T. Butler P.AV.
Tho usual P.M.'s jeAvel was unanimously awarded to the AV.M. A
banquet followed, the AV.M. presiding. The evening's entertainmen t
was much enhanced by the singing of Madame Constantin , Mr. G. T.
Carter and Mr. T. Beale, Mr. J. C. Dunster presiding at the pianoforte.

St. James's Union Lodge, No. 180.—The installati on
meeting of this Lodgo >vas celebrated on Tuesday the 12th inst., at
Freemasons' Hall , Great Queen-street , Bro. Gallico AV.M. occupied
the chair. AV. C. Parsons S.AV., Giilard J.AV . The officers and
P.M.'s Smethett, Bnbb, Cameron , Sedgwick, J. H. Stacey, Herf, &c.
The Lodge was opened , and the minutes were confirmed. Bro.
Lidbury was raised to the third degtee, and Bro. Kasper to the
second degree, and Messrs. Thompson, Pavett , Raimo and Brestgla,
were initiated into the Order. Bro. AV. C. Parson s S.AV., who had
been unanimously elected at the former meeting, was then installed
into the chair by the retiring AV.M. Bro. Gallico. Saluatations
according to ancient form were then accorded to the AV.M,, who
invested his officers as follows ;—Bros. Gallico I.P.M., Gilford S.AV.,

A. Annett (secretary L. V. Asylum) , J. W. Robinson P.M. Treasurer,
H. A. Stacey P.M. Secretary, Pilling S.D., S. Smith J.D., Harrisson
I.G., J. Stacey P.M. D.C, Bros. Herf and Farwig Stewards, and
Gilbert Tyler. The AV.M., in feeling terms, announced the death of
Bro. Archard P.M. and Bro. Thorn. The AV.M. then stated ho, Bro.
H. A. Stacey P.M. and Bro. Cameron AV.M., had signified their
intention to act as stewards at the forthcoming festivals.
A very elegant Gold Past Master's jewel Avas presented to Bro.
Gallico I.P.M. by tho AV.M., for the able manner ho had discharged
his duties during his year of office. Bro. Gallico having replied, the
brethren adjourned to the Crown Room , where every accommodation
was made for them by Bro. Francatelli. A sumptuons banquet was
provided , and 109 brethren sat down to partako of it. The AV.M.
gave tho usual toasts, both Loyal and Masonic , and Bros. John Boyd
P.G.P. and C. A. Cottebrnne P.G.P. responded in connection with the
toast of the Past Grand Officers. The toast of the AV.M. was proposed
by Bro. Gallico I.M.P., ho said tho AV.M., in occupying that position ,
was one who AVOUIC! see the working carried ont to the satisfaction of
every brother in the Lodge. The AV.M. snitably responded. Tho toast
of the visitors was replied to by tho P.P.G.O. and Bro. Bayfield
P.M. 511. Tho toast of the Masonic Charities could not have found a
more eloquen t speaker than Bro. F. Binckes, whose powerfnl
advocacy of that noble charity deserves great praise, and commanded
the attention of the numerous brethren present. The toasts of tho
Wardens and Officers followed, and a delightful evening Avas
passed, enlivened by harmony. The W.M. announced that the
13th annual ball, in connection Avith this Lodge, would take place on
tho 4th February, under the able presidency of tho AV.M., Bro. Parsons
and an efficient body of stewards Avould lend him valuable assistance.

Lodge of Tranquillity, No. 185.—This Lodge met on the
18th inst., at Cannon-street Hotel , E.C. Bro. John Constable
AV.M. presided. The chief business of the evening consisted of the
election of Worshipful Master, Treasurer and Tyler for tho ensuing
year. Tho ballot resulted in favour of worthy Bro. John Ross, the
J.AV., as W.M. Tho voting Avas unanimous, and the announcement
received with acclamation . Bro. Ross briefly thanked the brethren
for their goodwill , and promised to emulate the example of his pre-
decessor. Bro. John Peartree Avas re-elected honorary Treasurer.
He thanked the brethren for their confidence ; for the sixteenth time
they had thought proper to entrust him with the honorary and
honourable post, and assured them that such zeal and assiduity as
was in his power to bestow, would ever be employed to the advan.
tagc of tho Lodge, as well as tho promotion of its interest and
prosperity. Bro. Vesper was re-elected Tyler. Bro. Sydney P.M.
proposed that £10 10s should be A'otcd from the Lodge funds to
purchase a suitable testimonial to Bro. John Constable upon his
retirement from office , for his eminent services during the time the
direction of tho Lodge was under his care. This was not only
unanimously carried , but a committee was at once formed for tho
purpose of collecting subscriptions to supplement the gift of the
Lodge with something tang ible, which should represent and express
tho hi gh esteem iu which that brother is held by every one of its
members. At the conclusion of the Lodge business, refreshment AVas
served under the superintendence of Bro. Silver. Ample just ice was
done to a very excellent repast. Tho toasts Avere of the usual
character. Tho health of the AV.M. elect was proposed by tho pre-
siding AV.M. in feeling terms. Firm friends from boyhood, they
have kept together , step by step, in Masonry. May such
friendshi p never be severed. Bro. Saul Solomon P.M. proposed the
heal th of the AV.M., aud in glowing terms recited the excellent
qualities of Bro. Constable, and the great services he had rendered to
the Lodge. For, upon his entrance among them, they were in a
rather precarious condition , but mainly owing to his unparalleled
energy and zeal , he may be said to have caused its resuscitation.
Through his instrumentality a number of highly respectable
brethren have come amongst us. New blood creates new sinews, and
energies, and encourages a hope for tho brightest prospects iu the
future. May the Lodge for many years enjoy the advantage of his
valuable assistance. Bro. Constable, in his brief response, assured
the brethren that his best endeavours Avould always be at the service
of the Lodge.

Abei'corn Lodge, No. 299.—The installation banquet was
held on Thursday, the 11th inst., in the Beresford Arms Hotel. The
chair was occupied by Bro. AVilliam Girvan AV.M., and during a portion
of the evening by Bro. G. H. Smith. The toast of "The Queen "
having been given and duly honoured , that of " The M.AV. H.R.H.
the Prince of AVales G.M. of England ," was given , and enthusiastical ly
received. A song (specially composed for the occasion , by a brother of
the Lodge) , entitled , "From every Lodge in England ," was snng by Bro,
Nelson , all those present joinin g iu the chorus. Iu responding to the
toast , the R.AV.Maxwell C. Close (representative from G.L. of England
at the G.L. Ireland) congratulated the Craft on the two practical
ans vvers which , Avithin the last few months , have been given to those
who charged Freemasons with being an illegal and disloyal body.
These answers Avere, the acceptance by theheir apparent to the throne
of the position of G.M. of England, and by tho Queen 's viceroy in this
country of a similar office in Irish llasoury. (Applause.) These
events, so recent in the history of the Brotherhood, established the
perfect harmony aud intimate union between the Craft and tho
Crown, Avhich should be a source of deep satisfaction to every brother
in the kingdom.

Royal Sussex Lodge, No. 342, Portsea.—The installation
of Bro. Richard Newland (member of the Portsmouth ToAvn Council)
as the W.M. of this Lodge took place on Wednesday, the 20th inst.,
the ceremony being ably conducted by the'retiring AV.M. (Bro. J. T.
Craven). The following brethren were afterwards appointed and
invested ns officers for the ensuing twelve months, Bro. Craven I.P.M.,



Bro. Turuey S.AV., Bro. H. J. Gray J.AV., Bro. Red ward P.M.
Treasurer, Bro. AVillson P.M. and Bro- S. Edwards Secretaries,
Bro. W. Payne S.D. The banquet was provided by Bro. Geo. Bond , of
the Castle Hotel , Sonthsea, and the following toasts Avere duly
honoured. Tho Queen and the Craft , the M.AV. Grand Master H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales, aud tho M.AV. Pro. Grand Master the Earl of
Carnarvon ; tho R.AV. Deputy Grand Master Lord Skelmersdale, and
the Officers of G rand Lodge ; tho R.W. Pro. Grand Master Bro. W.
W. B. Beach, M.P., and Officers of P. G. Lodge, the AV.M.'s and
representatives of neighbouring Lodges ; the visitors ; the AVovship-
ful Master, the installing Master (Bro. Craven), tho P.M.'s of the
Royal Sussex Lodge, the Officers of the Royal Sussex Lodge.

St. Peter 's Lodge , No. 442, Peterborough. —The Festival
of St. John was celebrated on Thursday, the 14th inst. There was a
good attendance of the brethren , and several visitors. Bro.
Buckle (Pr. G.S.) presented the patent of office to Bro. Butler
Wilkins, of Northampton , who has recently been appointed D.Pr.G.M.
by tho Pr. G.M. his Grace the Dnke of Manchester. Bro. Wilkins
thanked tho brethren for having nominated him to tho office , and for
giving him so heartv a reception, and Bro. E. Vergetto sen. then
installed the AV.M. elect, Bro. R, If. Griffin.

Mersey Lodge , No. 477, Birkenhead. —On Thursday, the
14th inst., tho annual installation was held at the Masonic Chambers ,
Argyle Street, Avhere there was an attendance of upwards of 100
members aud visitors. Tho Lodge was opened by Bro. R. Graoie,
and after tho minutes had been confirmed , Bro. D. Fraser was
installed W.M. by Bro. AV. Bulley, Avho is one of the P.G. Wardens
of tho Province of Cheshire.

Portsmouth Lodge , No. 487.—There was a large atten -
dance of members of this Lodge at tho meeting on Thursday evening,
the 14th inst., on tho occasion of tho installation of Bro. Thomas Mooi*o
as AV.M. for the ensuing year. The present position of tho Lodge is
eminently satisfactory, and the AV.M. is to bo congratulated on
entering npon his year of office under tho most favourable auspices.
On Thurday evening a gratif ying and pleasing event took place—the
presentation of a handsome gold P.M.'s jewel to the retiring W.M.
(Bro. J. Maltby), under Avhose rule the Portsmouth Lodgo has
nourished to an unprecedented extent. The jewel bears the following
inscription :—" Presented to Bro. John Maltby P.M. P.P.G.S.B.,
Hants and Isle of AVight, by the brethren of the Portsmouth Lodge,
No. 487, in recognition of his able and valuable services as AV.M.
1874." The presentation Avas made by Bro. G. S. Lancaster P.M.
Prov. J. G. Warden , who referred to the services rendered to the
Lodgo by the recipient. Bro. Maltby suitably acknowledged the gift.
The usual formalities having been gone through, Bro. Moore was then
installed as W.M. of the Lodge, in tho presence of the following
AV.M.'s and P.M.'s :—Bros. G. S. Lancaster P.J.G.AV., M. E. Frost
P.G. Treasurer, Ogburn P.P.G.AV., Forbes P.P.G.AV. (Essex), J,
Cornelins-AVheeler W.M. 257, Craven AV.M. 342, G. Felton Lancaster
AV.M. 203, A. L. Emanuel AV.M. 1069, Sir John Allovno, Bart . AV.M.
1324, J. Maltby, A. Cndlipp.T. Batchclor, E. Groves, E. G. Holbrook,
S. R. Ellis, and Sleeman. The ceremony Avas ablv conducted by Bro.
Frost, to whom, at a later period of the evening, the cordial thanks
of the Lodge Avere tendered. The AV.M. appointed tho following
officers for the ensuingyear:—Bros. J. Maltby I.P.M., E. Bunting S.W.,
G. Bond J.AV., G. S. Lancaster P.M. Treasurer, M. E. Frost P.M.
and J. Astridge Secretaries, R. AV. Bealo S.D., C. Vino J.D., A.
German I.G., A. Cndlipp P.M. D.C, R. Osborne Organist , G. Sherman
and J. Moors Stewards, J. AVatson and J. Exoll Tylers. It was
resolved, on the motion of Bro. Frost, seconded by Bro. Astridge, that
the best thanks of tho Lodge be tendered to Bro. Maltby, for his
services during the past year, and that tho same be recorded on the
minutes. Upwards of 50 of the brethren subsequently partook of an
excellent banquet in the dining-room of the Hall , at which the AV.M.
presided. The menu reflected great credit on Mr. Bntler, the caterer.
The AV.M. proposed tho first toast, " The Queen and the Craft,"
which was duly honoured . " The Grand Master H.R.H. the Prince
of Wales " was proposed , in suitable terms, by Bro. Mal tby. Bro.
Sir John Alleyno gave " The M.AV. Prov. Grand Master the Earl of
Carnarvon." The toast of " The Deputy Grand Master (Lord Skel-
mersdale) and the Officers of tho Grand Lodge " Avas entrusted to Bro.
Cudlipp, who spoke of the rapid strides Freemasonry had made of
late years, and alluded to the grand principles of the Craft. Several
other toasts followed, the health of the AVorshipful Master being
received with great enthusiasm. In responding, Bro. Moore assured
tho brethren that it would be his earnest endeavour to car ry ont the
duties of his office to the satisfaction of the Lodge, and with credit to
himself. Bro. Ogbnrn responded for " Tho Visitors," aud gave " The
I.P.M. and P.M.'s of the Lodge," which was acknowledged by Bro.
Maltby. Bro. Bunting", as Senior AVarden , responded for "The Officers
of the Lodge," and promised the AVorshipfnl Master, on their behalf,
all the aid in their power during his year of office.

Wellington Lodge, No. 784, Deal.—The installation of
the AV.M., Bro. John Edward Apps P.M. into the chair of K.S.
took place at the Lodgo Room, Assembly Rooms, Park Street , Deal,
on Thursday, the 14th inst. The Lodge having been duly opened in
the first and second degrees, by Bro. A. E. Ralph P.M., iu the absence
of Bro. J. M. Browning, AV.M., through illness, the ceremony of
installation was performed by Bro. A. E. Ralph P.M. P.G.J.D. of
Kent. We may remark that Bro. Ral ph is a young and rising Mason ,
whoin Ave hope to see make his way in tho Craft. After the inter-
esting ceremony of installing the AV.M. elect into the chair of K.S.,
the AV.M. proceeded to appoint and invest his officers for tho ensuing
year, as follows : Bro. Capt. Woon R.M., S.W. ; Bro. H. S. Goodall
J.AV. ; Bro. J. E. Appa Treasurer ; Bro, Rev. C. E. S. AVoolmer Chap.

lain ; Bro. W. M. Cavell P.M. P.P.G.S.D. Secretary ; Bro. W. H.
Hay man S.D. ; Bro. F. Fitch J.D. ; Bro. T. Paul D.C. ; Bro. J. Doorno
P.M. Organist ; Bro. Tyson Stnbbs I.G. ; Bro. T. J. Woodruff S.; Bro.
AV. J. A. Norris Tyler, &c. The Lodgo being closed, the brethren
repaired to the banqnetting room adjoining, where an excellent repast
had been prepared by the Avorthy hostess of tho Royal Hotel, Mrs.
Allen , the tables being beautifull y decorated with choice plants and
flowers. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts having been (riven,
the healths of the visitors were responded to by Bro. R. J.
Emmerson P.M. P.P., G. J. AV. Kent , H. C. Fuhr P.M. 1028, &c.
The Chaplin , Rev. C. E. Shirley Woolmer, in responding to his health,
delivered an eloqnent oration on Craft Masonry, showing its advan-
tages, and at the same time gave a graphic description of early
Masonry and its origin in England. Bros, Doorne, Emmerson, Bird,
AVoon, Dow, Meson, &c. having favoured tho company Avith some
excellent singing and music, a most agreeable evening was brought
to a close.

Gosport Lodge, No. 903.—Tho installation of Bro. G.
Felton Lancaster, as W.M., took place on Tuesday, the 12th inst., at
the Star Assembly Room, on which occasion thero was a numerous
attendance of members of the Lodge and visiting brethren . The
following formed tho hoard of installed masters :—Bros. M. E. Frost,
S. D. Forbes, Lieutenant Miller R.M., Cornelius Wheeler, J. Craven,
Ellis, Main, AVallingford, Ubsdell, Sleeman, Maltby, A. L. Emanuel,
Stapleford and J. Hall I.M.P., by whom the ceremony of installing
his successor was performed in a most impressive manner. The
efficient aid rendered by Bro. Hall to the Lodge during his year's
rule, and previously as secretary, were suitably acknowledged, and a
P.M.'s jewel was presented to him. It bore tho following inscription :
—"Presented to Bro. John Hall by tho brethren of tho Gosporfc
Lodge, No. 903, in recognition of his able and valuable services as
AV.M. 1874 " The AV.M. appointed his officers as follows :—I.P.M.
Bro. J. Hall ; S.AV. Bro. J. Maling ; J.W. Bro. tho Rev. E. B. G.
Churchil l ; Treasurer Bro. C. R. Whitcomb ; Secretary Bro. W.
Hillier ; S.D. Bro. A. Brown ; J.D. Bro. Robinson ; D. of C. Bro.
Lover ; I.G. Bro. AVise ; Organist Bro. Misselbrook ; Stewards
Bros. Mitchell and Grant. The installation banquet took place at tho
India Arms, under tho presidency of tho AV.M., and a very pleasant
evening was spent.

Lodge Of Monteflore , No. 1017. —A meeting of this Lodgo
Avas held on AVednosday, at Freemasons' Hall, Great Queen-street,
Bro. J. Grnnebaum AV.M., supported by his Wardens and Officers,
and P.M.'s. Bros. S. V. Abrahams, E. P. Albert Secretary, Lowen-
stark, J Lazarns, Pollitzer , De Solla, &c. Tho Lodge having been
opened , the following gentlemen woro ballotted for and initiated , viz,,
Bros. M. Levy, J. Berliner , H. Hunt, L. M. Russo and H. Dransburg,
Bros. AVilson and Cave AVOI-O raised to the third degree, and Bro,
Harper was passed to tho degree of a Fellow Craft. Tho Lodge
was then closed, and tho brethren adjourned to a slight repast. The
visitors wore Bros. Borgen 188, and M. Spiegel 188.

Lord Warden'Lodge, 1096.—On Friday, the 15th inst., Bro.
T. J. Usher P.M. and Secretary, was presented with a P.M.'s gold
jewel by the Lodge, as one of the founders, and in recognition of
the invaluable services ho has rendered to the Lodgo since ita
formation.

Eclectic Lodge, No. 1201.—The installation meeting of this
Lodge was held on Monday, tho 18th instant , at Freemasons' Hall,
Great Queen Street. Bros. C. AVatts AV.M. ; J. Mander S.AV. ; J. Nunn
P.G.S. Treasurer, aud Collett P.M. The Lodgo was opened and tho
minntes were confirmed. Bros. Saxon and Paramore wero passed
to the degree of Fellow Crafts, and Bro. Assender was raised to tho
sublime degree of a Master Mason. The AV.M., although suffering from
indisposition , performed the ceremonies admirably. A board of
Installed Masters was then formed, and Bro. Mander J.AV. and W.M.
elect Avas presented to the Lodge, and received tho benefit of
installation at the hands of Bro. Joshua Nunn, the founder of the
Lodge and first Master. Tho now Master installed his officers as
follows, viz -.—Bros. C. Watts I.P.M., J. H. AVatts S.AV., Pankhursfc
J.AV., J. Nunn P.G.S. Treasurer, AVood Secretary, Harty S.D., Taylor
J.D., Moss I.G., Saull D.C, Grant Tyler. After which the brethren
adjourned to the Cafe Royal, Ayr Street, Regent Street, where an
excellen t banquet was provided by Bro. Nicols. Tho usual loyal and
Masonic toasts Avere given. The toasts of the AV.M., Past Masters
and visitors were given. Tho toasts of the officers followed, and tho
brethren separated after a most enjoyable gathering.

Finsbury Park Lodge, No. 1288. — The install ation
meeting of this young, but thriving Lodge, met ou Thursday, 14th inst.,
at the Finsbury Park Hotel , Seven Sisters' Road , Holloway. Bro. J.
F. Smith occupy ing the chair, T. Meekham S.AV., Davis J.W., and
P.M.'s J. Frost , Price, H. Stacey and a numerous assemblage of tho
breth ren. The Lodgo was opened and the minntes were confirmed.
The business consisted of 4 raisings, 2 passings and 4 initiations.
Bro. T. Meekham S.AV. and AV.M. elect was presented to a Board
of Installed Masters, and tho ceremony was admirably performed by
Bro. J. Stacey P.M. ; tho AV.M. having been sainted according to
ancient custom, invested his officers , Bros. Davis S.W., Baker J.W.,
J._ F. Smith P.M. Treasurer, Price P.M. Secretary, Good S.D.,
Simmonds J.D., and Rothschild I.G. The Lodgo was then closed , and
the usual banque t followed. In the course of the evening a very
elegant gold Past Master's jewel was presented to tho retiring W.M.
for the able manner he had conducted the duties of the chair during



bis year of office. The toasts of the AVardens and Officers were
given and responded to, and the brothers separated .

Gladsmuir Lodge , No. 1385, Barnet. — An emergency
meeting of this Lodge was held on the 16th inst. Messrs. G. B.
Abbott and W. F. Taunton were initiated .

Halsey Lodge , No. 1479, St. Albans. —Tho monthly
meeting of the members of this young and flourishing Lodgo was
held at the Town Hall, St. Albans, on AVednesday, 20th inst.,
Bro. Lowthin W.M. in the chair. After tho business of tho evening
had been transacted , the brethren adjourned to The Peahen, Avhere
supper was served in a very satisfactory manner by Bro. W. Marks.

THE DRAMA.
" Our Boys "—The Holborn Amphitheatre.

THE Theatrical event of the week, has been the production at the
Vaudeville Theatre of a new comedy from the pen of Mr. H. J.

Byron. Our Boys, as the play in question is entitled, is one of the
funniest, as it is certainly one of tho most improbable of Mr. Byron's
many productions. The very extravagance of the story furnishes
a not inconsiderable degree of the amusement, but , in addition to
this, there is an abundance of witty dialogue, and some quaint bits of
character add to the general fund of entertainment. Mr. Byron has
written more probable stories ; perhaps a few that aro more deserving
of a place in the general literature of the country, but we may safely
say that he has never produced one more provocative of downright
hearty laughter than this.

To begin with, we are asked to believe that an aristrocratic baronet
and an illiterate bntterman have become intimately acquainted with
each other, and are on the Avarmest of visiting terms. They have
scarcely anything in common ; their tastes, antecedents, occupations
being as different as one can well imagine; but one circumstance
suffices to bind them together in the bonds of a mutual sympathy.
It appears that Sir Geoffrey Champneys and Perkyn Middlewiok, as
these strange acquaintances are called, havo each a son of about the
same age, whom they have sent to travel on tho Continent. By
another strange coincidence, tho two young men havo met each

other abroad, and havo themselves struck up a fast friendship. By
a third extraordinary coincidence, tho two ladies, whom Sir Geoffrey
and Mr. Middlewiok havo respectively selected for their daughters-in-
law, have also been travelling on the Continent , and have made the
acquaintance of tho young men. Thus it wonld seem that a most sur-
prising series of coincidences had combined to give effect to the
paternal wishes. Unfortunately, however, tho young lady whom
Sir Geoffrey had fixed his heart, or rather his son's heart upon , has
won the affections of MiddloAvick jils , while the jnvenilo Champneys
has thrown himself at the feet of the lady Avhom the butterman had
determined his son should marry. Here, therefore, is a complication,
which to parents of the stern mould of Sir Geoffrey Champneys and
Mr. Middlewick, could by no possibility be endured. The sons must
make an exchange of sweethearts, or their parents will cut them off
with a shilling, and as tho young men prove obdurate in the matter,
they are, in fact , expelled from tho paternal mansions. In the third
act Ave find the two SAvains "roughing it" in London lodgings. They
have found it not such easy work to earn a living as they had expected,
and they have experienced something like privation. Bnt if they
have fared badly, their parents have not been much more fortunate.
The love of their offspring has softened the rigour of their deter-
mination, and they are now disposed to take a milder view of their
sons' disobedience. Tho end of it all is that they pay a visit to the
aforesaid lodgings, whither all tho other dramatis persona repair,
and a mutual interchange of forgiveness brings the comedy to a
close. The piece is excellently acted , Mr. David James giving ns an
excellent piece of character acting as Perkyn Middlewick ; Mr.
Farren played Sir Geoffrey Champneys in his usual effective manner,
and Mr. Thomas Thorno made the most of his character of
Talbot Champneys. Miss Cicely Richards deserves a word of com-
mendation for her capital rendering of the part of tho lodging house
servant, and Misses Amy Roselle, Kate Bishop, and Larkin are also seen
to advantage.

The ever-popular Madame Anijot is once more being played to
crowded audiences, this time at the Holborn Amphitheatre, nnder tho
direction of Mr. Hollingshead. Miss Jenny Pratt sustains the
character of Madame Lange, Miss Emily Mnir that of Clairette, and
Messrs. E. Cotte and Charles Lyall those of Ange Pitou and Pom-
ponnet. The music is very effectively rendered, and tho scene of
the Calypso Ball is made additionall y effective by some capital
dancing by Mr. John D'Anban , and a very clever transformation
dance, after the manner of Mr. Morris, by Miss Simms.

SPMCEE 'S lASOnC DEPOT & lOuTACTORY ,
OPPOSITE FREEMASON'S HALL,

26 GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C.
COSTUME JEWELS AND FURNITURE FOR ALL DEGREES.

A Quantity in Stock. Orders executed immediately.
THE OLDEST-ESTABLISHE D HOUSE IN THE TRADE.

UXDKK THE MOST DISTINGUISHED I' .VTKOXACiE.

PUBLISHERS OF OVER 40 MASONIC BOOKS. SEND FOR LISTS.

Demy Svo, Price 7s fid.
TH E  C H E S S  O P E N I N G S .

By ROBKHT B. AVOKMAI /D.
LOXDO* : AV AV. MOHCAX, 07 BAKMCAN-, E.C.

Demy 8vo, Price 2s Gd.
SYNOPSIS OF THE CHESS OPEN-

INGS; a tabulated analysis, with Illustrative
Games appended.

By AVir.H.iM COOK,
A Member of the Bristol and Clifton Chess

Association.
LOX-DO.Y : AV. AV. MOUGAJC , 07 BARBICAN , E.C.
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THE RED LION TAVERN AND HOTEL,
HIG-H BAB3STBT.

BED AND BREAKFAST, INCLUDING ATTENDANCE ,
21s per week.

GOOD DINNERS. GOOD WINES. GOOD BEDS.
FIEST CLASS STABLES. CAKKIAGKES TO BE LET.

BILLIARDS, QUOITS, CROQUET, &c, Ac.
A C C O M M O D A T I O N  F O R  P R I V A T E  S H O O T I N G  M A T C H E S .

New Masonic Song, by Bro. DONALD KING,
ENTITLED

§m fMij : tto @m\m$s, fM mi §i\mu»
Dedicated to the Members of the Grand Master 's Lodge .

Now Beady, at Bro. KINO 'S, 48 Wobnrn Place, Russell Sqnare ; at HANSIOKD & SON, Princea
Street , Oxford Circns, or at tho Office of THE FUEEMASO N 'S CHKONICLE , 07 Barbican, E.C.

Also, by the same author , "DO I NOT LOVE?"
Price 2s 6d Nett, Post Free.

ienrae Sarden, Rower&flgriculfaral Seeds*
W"M. OUTBUSH JUN., BARNET NURSERIES, BARNET, HERTS,

begs to announce that his Catalogue of tho above i3 now ready, and Avill bo
forwarded , post free, on application.

W. C. Jun. begs to say his stocks of the above aro of the finest and most gennino kinds,
and he can with confidence recommend them.

W. C. Jun. also begs to call tho attention of planters to his fine stock of

EVEEGrEEENS , EOSES , FEUIT TEEES , &e.
Catalogues on application , post free.

Demy Svo, Price 7s 0d.
POSITIONS IN THE CHESS OPENINGS

MOST FREQUENTLY PLAYED.
Illustrated with copious Diagrams.

By T. Lo.vo, I!.A., T.C.D.,
Being a supplement to tho " Key to tho Chess

Openings ," by the same imthor.
LOXDOX : AV. AV. Moitcvx, 07 ISAUBICAX , E.C.

ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY
Limited, 7 Hank Buildings, Lothbury, E.C.

General accidents . J Personal injuries.
Railway accidents. | Death by accident.

C. HARDING , Manager.

ONE BOX of CLARKE'S B 41 PILLS ia
warranted to cure all discharges from tho

Urinary Organs, in either BOX, acquired or consti-
tutional, Gravel, and Pains in tho Back. Sold in
boxes, 4s Od each, by all Chemists and Patent Medi-
cine Vendors : or sent to any address, for 60 stamps,by tho Maker, F. J. CLABKB, Consulting Chemist.
High Street, Lincoln.

Wholesale Agents, BAHCLAT and Soirs, London,
and nil the Wholesale Houses.

AUCTION , ESTAT E AND HOUSE AGENCY OFFICES,
76 ALDEBSGATE STBEET, E.C.

A W .  BRYANT, Auctioneer, Valuer,
. Appraiser, &c. (of Twenty Years* Practical

Experience) iu order to suit the convenience of
numerous clients, has removed to the above
address.

Auctions and Valuations in Town and Country.
Valuations carefully made for Transfers of Busi-

ness, Administrations and Probate Duty.
Inventories Made and Examined , Rents Collected ,

Estates, Houses and all other Property Registered
Fvcc.
N.B.—Solicitors and Liquidators will Benefit their
Clients' interest by consulting A, AV. BRYANT.

Agent to tho Royal Insurance Company.
Money Advanced on every description of Property,

THE WESTMINSTER PAPERS, Vol. 7,
No. Ml , for JANUARY , now ready. Six-

pence. CHESS, AVHIST, GAMES OP SKILI AND IHB
DHAKA .

AV. W. MOBGAK , fi7 Barbican , London, E.C.

YOUNG'S Arnieated Corn and Bunion
Plaisters are the best ever invented for

giving immediate ease, and removing thoso painful
excrescences. Price (id and Is per box. Any
Chemist not having them in stock can procure
them.

Observe the Trade Mark—H. Y.—without which
none are genuine. Be sure and ask for Young's.



THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY
L I M I T E D .

Incorporated under the Companies' A.cts 1863 and 1867.

C A P I T A L : - £ 2 ,000, IN SHARES OP £2  EACH.
Payable 10s per Share on App lication, and 10s per Share on Allotment; further calls not

to exceed 10s per Share, and at intervals of not less than Three Months.

PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE.
Bro. T. S. CARTER, Farqnhar Cottage, Port Hill, Hertford. Bro. W. NEWMAN, 58 St. Thomas's Road, Finsbnry Park.
Bro. WILLIAM CUTBU SH, Bavnct, Herts. Bro. F. VENABLES, 5 & 6 Bucklersbury, E.C.
Bro. HAYWARD EDWARDS, Hadley, Middlesex. Bro. G. WARD VERRY, Love Lane, Shadwell, E.
Bro. I. FISHER, 1 Three King Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. Bro. J. 6. YOLLAND, Barnet, Herts.

Solicitors. —Bros. BLAGG & EDWARDS, 6A Victoria Street, Westminster Abbey, S.W., and St. Albans, Herts,

Bankers —THE LONDON AND COUNTY BANK, 112 Aldersgate Street, London, E.C.

Auditor. —Bro. P. T, DUFFY, 30 Florence Street, Barnsbury, London, N,

Secretary. —Bro. A. GODSON,

General Manager. —Bro. w. w. MORGAN.

Begistered Offices -67 BARBICAN , LONDON , E.G.

PROSPECTUS.
THIS Company has been formed for the establishment It is intended that THE CHRONICLE shall contain :—

of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE , and for the pub- Leading Articles on subjects of interest,
lication of newspapers, books, pamphlets, &c, connected Special reports of all Masonic Meetings.
with Freemasonry. A Weekly Summary of News.

The inadequate representation of the Craft in the public Antiquarian Notes and Sketches relating to the Craft,
press of this country has long been a subject of regret, and Eeviews of Books.
the wish has not unfrequently been expressed that a journal Critical notices of current events of the day.
might be established, in the interests of the Order, which Its columns will also be open for the discussion of topics
should be owned and conducted entirely by members, interesting to the Brotherhood.
This wish it is the object of the present Company to carry On questions of religion and politics the new Journal
into effect. THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE will be the will assume a position of strict neutrality,
property of Freemasons, and its devotion and loyalty to Intending subscribers should fill up the Form of Applica-
their cause will thus be effectively secured. It has been tion and forward it, together with the deposit, to the London
decided to raise the requisite capital in shares, of a small and County Bank, 112 Aldersgate Street, London , E. C.
amount, in order that a large number of the Fraternity In conclusion, tho Members of the Provisional Com-
may have the opportunity of acquiring an interest in the mittee desire to express their grateful acknowledgment of
undertaking. As it is not proposed to call up more than 50 the many promises of support they have already received
per cent, of the capital, it will be seen that such an interest from influential Members of the Craft, in various parts
may be obtained at an immediate outlay of £1 per share. of the Country, and they earnestly appeal to all who

If only a small proportion of the Freemasons in the approve of their project to labour with them to make it a
United Kingdom subscribe to THE CHRONICLE it will suffice brilliant and enduring success.
to guarantee the Company from actual loss, while the Prospectuses, with Forms of Application for Shares, can
more numerous the subscribers the greater will be the be obtained from the General Manager,
opportunities of the Paper for promoting the interests of
the Craft. 14th December 1874.

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR SHARES.
To the General Mana ger of THE FREEMAS ON'S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED .

DEAR SIR,—Having paid into your Bankers the sum of £ , being 10s per share on my application
for Shares, of £2 each, in THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED , I request you to allot
me that number of Shares, and I hereby agree to accept the same, or any smaller number that may be allotted me,
and to pay the balance thereon , in accordance with the terms of the Prospectus dated 14th December 1874.

Christian and Surname in full iit
Address 
Profession (if any) 
Date 

Usual Signature 
t



I W. W. MORGAN , I
1 67 BARBICAN , LOND ON , E.G. 1
i LETTER-PRESS , !»
( <Sfopgct)Plate #^Hbograjj bic } >
I PRINTER , j |

| LEDGER & ACCOUNT BOOK |
(g MANUFACTURER , J

*

$ BOOKBINDER , STATIONER , $
$ (9
$ Die SINKER AND ENGRAVER. J =>

9J SPECIAL ATTENTION OIVIX TO ( •
Q* ')X Chancery 11111M nntl .liitweit ! 3
(p Parliamentary IIllls C >
jj ) Plans and Particular* of Sal© $ )
iF Admiralty Pleading* « '
H\ Sl>ecIllcatloiiH for Contractor* ( i
QJ Auucal Cakes or Petitions (,
3L Prices Current , Iteuort s, etc. i?
iĝ got^ooo^g^o^g ô ô-g^sl

<>BEST HOUSE IN LONDON FOR CORDIALS,
SPIRIT Colonring, Capillaire, and Spruce,

is 253 High Holborn , tho old-established
Dnntzic Stores.—ADA M HILL is the original maker
of Alo Spice acd Fettle, Syrnp of Limes, or Con-
centrated Lemonade , Syrup of Pino Apple for Bum,
Syrup of Grape for Brandy, Honey Cream for Gin ;
and many other useful articles were first introduced
to the Spirit Trade by Adam Hill. A printed list ,
with prices and directions for use. Order by post. .

"TT'OE the BLOOD is the LIFE."-See
X? Deuteronomy, chap, sii., verse 23.

CLAEKE'S WORLD - FAMED BLOOD
MIXTURE,

Trade Mark,—" Blood Mixture."
THE GREAT BLOOD PURIFIER & RESTORER,

For cleansing and clearing the blood from all im-
purities , cannot be too highly recommended.

For Scrofula , Scurvy, Skin Diseases, and Soroa
of all kinds it is a never-failing andpermanont cure.

It Cures Old Sores,
Cures Ulcerated So.-es on the Neck,
Cures Ulcerated Soro Legs,
Cures Blackheads, or Pimples on tho Face,
Cures Scurvy Sores,
Cures Cancerous Ulcers,
Cures Blood and Skin Diseases,
Cures Glandular Swellings,
Clears the Blood from all Impure Hatter,
From whatever cause arising.

As this Mixture is pleasant to the taste, and
warranted free from anything injurious to the most
delicate constitution of either sex, the Proprietor
solicits sufferers to give it a trial to tost its value.

Thousands of Testimonials from all parts.
Sold in Bottles , 2s 3d each, and in Cases, contain-

ing six times the quantity, lis each—sufficient to
effect a permanent cure in tho groat majority ot
long-standing cases—BY ALL CHEMISTS AND
PATENT MEDICINE VENDORS throughout the
United Kingdom and the world, or sent to any
address on receipt of 27 or 132 stamps by
F. J. CLARKE, Chemist, High Street, Lincoln.

Wholesale : All Patent Medicine Houses.

$ I& ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR \
t j  EVERY DESCRIPTION OF \ ,

l P R I N T I N G .  j !
: )  —j ^&m&F*— $
£ t>
.• {  CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO FOR J
ij  SUPPLYING ALL KINDS OF (»

I S T A T I O N E R Y ,  j !
]  _^.vje->®->g*?K_. < j

It ARRANGEMENTS MADE U
~<l \ FOR ci

$ P U B L I S H I N G .  I
•j —-H-efSH*©*4?-— e \
\ 5 PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION TO ?\

j j  W. W. MORGAN, 67 BARBICAN, ) >
$ LONDON . E.C. j )

t

One Door from Aldersgate Street . ifc

ŝ c ĵK r̂^^Jc^^orM^Joru^^a
Printed and Published for tho Freemason 's Chro-

nicle Publishing Company Limited , by Brother
WILLIAM WHAT MOKGAJT , at 07 Barbican, E.C,
Saturday. 23rd January 1875,:

NEW WORKS ON

F R E E M A S O N  R Y ,
11Y

Bro. CHALMERS I. PATON ,
(Past Master No. 393, England).

FREEMASONRY : ITS SYMBOLISM , RELIGIOUS
NATURE , AND LAW OF PERFECTION.

8vo, Cloth, Price 10s 6cl.

FREEMASONRY AND ITS JURISPRUDENCE.
8vo, Cloth, Price 10s Oil.

THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY : THE 1717
THE ORY EXPLODED.

Price Is.

LONDON : REEVES AND TURNER, 196 STRAND ;
AND ALL BOOKSBLLEBS.

CHARLES E. PACKER,
(NEPHEW AND SUCCESSOR TO J. P. DUGGIN & Co.)

S T EA M  D Y E R S  A N D  C L E A N E R S ,
BY SPECIAL APPOIUTMEITT

To THE QUEEN. ^^^^^^t^  ̂ H.E.H. the Duchess of
H.B.H. the Prince of Wales. 

^^^^^^^^^ 
Cambridge.

24 SOUTHAMPTON BOW, HOLBORN, W.C.
And 4a SLOANE STREET, BELGRAVIA, S.W. LONDON.

Lodge Furniture and Cloth in g, f or every Degree , Cleaned , Dyed , § 'c.

ST. JOHN'S GATE MASONIC DEPOT.
J. IWKIERNAN ,

62 ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, CLERKENWELL, E.C.
MANUFACTURER OF MASONIC GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION , FOR ALL DEGREES.

THE TRADE SUPPLIED. COLD LACEMAN AND EMBROIDERER.

SIMPSON & ROOK,
GOLD LACEMEN & EMBROIDERERS,

9 & 10 LITTLE BRITAIN, LONDON, E. C.
MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MASONIC

CLOTHING AND JEWELS.
MERCHANTS AND THE TRADE SUPPLIED

AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES , CONSISTENT WITH QUALITY OP THE MATERIALS.

H. T. LAMB ,
MANUFACTURER OF

MASONIC JEW ELS, CLOTHING & REGALIA,
GOLDSMITH, MEDALIST AND JEWELLER,

5 ST. JOHN'S SQUARE , CLERKENWELL,
ONE MINUTE 'S WALK FROM TAKKINODON STATION ,

LONDON.
ESTABLISHED AT 5 ST. JOHN'S SQUABE, 1848,

ONE THOUSAND GOLD AND SILVER MASONIC JEWELS ALWAYS IN STOCK TO SELECT FROM.

AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST,
Containing Pricea of every Masonic Jewel, from the First to the

Thirty Third Degree
AND PRICES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MASONIC REGALIA WILL BE

FORWARDED ON RECEIPT OF SIX STAMPS.


