
Oisr the question, of the re-election of thesM.W. Grand Master at
the last Quarterly Communication—a motion of course carried all
hut unanimously—for, however much some of the Brethren may-
desire to see an occasional change made in the head of the Craft , as
tending to bring with it a new and important connection to the
Order, none desire to cast, however remotely, even what may he
considered a slight upon so estimable a nobleman and Mason as the
Earl of Zetland—a desultory discussion arose as to the right of one
Brother to nominate another for the office without his authority.
We should not have alluded to the subject, considerin g it as only
trifling with the time of Grand lodge, were it not to point out the
diversity of opinion existing between the Grand Master and those
who may be presumed to be his more immediate supporters. At the
meeting in December, on a Brother rising and nominating Lord
Southam pton for the office of G.M., he was asked by another Brother
whether he had the authority of that nobleman to make use of his
name ; upon which the Gr.M. ruled—and properly, as we think—that
the question could not be put. The Brother had the power to
nominate, but it was for Lord Southampton himself to determine
whether he would stand by the nomination. But what says Lord
Panmure (the reputed future D.G.M.) three month s afterwards ?
That no Brother should be allowed to nominate another without
bein g prepared to declare he has received the consent of the nominee
to stand, and to take upon himself the duties of his office. On
what ground is he to be called upon to make such a declaration P
We will give it in our noble Brother's own words :—""Why, you may
some day elect some one to the highest honour to which, as a Mason ,
he can attain , who, from circumstances over which he has no control,
or from not taking sufficient interest in the Craft, may refuse to
accept the honour." Now, ' we will put it to the Brethren whether
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a more utter confusion of ideas on the real subj ect under discussion
could have existed in the mind of any man ? No one had proposed
to go to election , nor could it be imagined that the maj ority in Grand
Lodge would blindly vote for any person without being assured
that the candidate would serve if elected ; but the right of an indi-
vidual Brother to nominate is altogether different—the nomination,
by law, always coming three months before the day of election, surely
ample time for a Brother to be enabled to determine whether circum-
stances will allow him to accept the office if elected to it. If snch
be the logic Lord Panmure is to bring into Grand Lodge—admirable
speaker as he is—we are afraid, that rather than assist in clearing
away the stumbling-blocks which have of late led to more protracted
and animated discussions than were wont for some y ears to distin-
guish that august assembly, he will be augmenting them by introducing
too subtle interpretations of the Book of Constitutions and of the
English language. At all events, we must protest in opposition to
his lordship, that there is a broad and marked distinction between
" nomination " and " election 3" and maintain the right of every
member of Grrand Lodge to nominate yearly such candidate as he
may think fit to fill the chair, if only to remind the Gr.M. that under
the Book of Constitutions the office is not one for life, but tem-
porary, in the hands of the Craft . The election being over, we can
as sincerely as any of the Brethren wish his lordship may be blessed
with health to be often amongst us, and that the proceedings of
Grrand Lodge, under his guidance, will in fut ure be more harmonious
and business-like than they have occasionally been during the past
year.

"We congratulate the Craft on the result of the proceedings of
Grand Lodge on the 4th of March, relative to the disputes which
have unhappily too lon g existed in regard to our relations with the
Lodges in Canada West. And we are the more pleased because the
olive branch has been held out temperately and opportunely by
the M.W.Gr.M. His Lordship frankly admitted to- Grand Lodge, that ,
when he made his former statement in June last, he was not fully
acquainted with the facts of the case, and that the Canadian Brethren
have not received at the hands of the authorities in this country all
the consideration they had a right to demand. This is a most im-
portant admission, and will, we are sure, fully j ustify the JJ,reemasons i
Magazine, and the influential members of Lodges supporting it, in
the part they have taken in impressin g a. knowled ge of those facts on
Grand Lodge and the Craft . We do not , however, wish to recur to
the past ; we would rather with Bro. Portal let " by-gones be by-
gones," and look to the future. In his last communication ;, the
GKM. promises the Canadian , and, we presume, other colonial Brethren
all they can well desire. His Lordship will not forego any of his
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prerogatives nor attempt to bind his successor, but whilst he con-
tinues in office , will allow the Brethren in Canada, and of course
in Australia also, to nominate their own &ov/ (x.M., subj ect to his
approval. And, says the (KM., "I shall not withhold my approval
from any Brethren so recommended, unless for weighty reasons,
which I shall be prepared to state and justify.' ' This is fair and
honourable, and such a condition as no reasonable body of men can
obj ect to. His Lordship then alluded to a proposed reduction of the
colonial fees, a matter we regard as of very secondary importance,
and stated that he had already provided for the issue of blank
certificates to the Pro v. Gr.Ms; in the colonies, which would prevent
any complaints relative to the delay of their transmission from
England. On the proposal to allow the Prov. Gr.Ms. to issue
warrants for new Lodges, the G-.M. has very properly determined
that the power must continue with himself , though he says that
an equivalent prerogative has always been exercised by the Prov.
Grand Masters of Colonial. Lodges, "for they have granted dis-
pensations for holding new Lodges, the warrants for which are
never withheld." The &,M. farther promises to subdivide the
Colonies as much as possible, so that every Lodge may be brought
within a convenient distance of its Prov. Grand Lodge. "We believe
that this communication will prove satisfactory to the great maj ority
of our Canadian Brethren, and it gives us sincere pleasure to see

^ 
the

conciliatory spirit manifested by Grand Lodge, a sp irit exemplified
in the kindest manner by the Grand Master, who consented that
a petition from Canada Vest, on the subject of what we trust we
may henceforth consider as past grievance s, should be referred to the
Colonial Committee, in conj unction with himself

The Emperor of the French reserves to himself the right of giving
notice to the proprietors of newspapers and literary publications,
when they do not exactly accord with his own ideas of government ;
the third notice being sufficient to destroy the property of the luck-
less proprietor. It would appear that the G.M., or rather, we are
inclined to believe, those advisers who have so often led him into
dilficulties, is desirous, by a too literal construction of the Look of
Constitutions, of possessing the same power ; and accordingly the
Fre emasons' Magazine lias received the first notice, and should the
second and third come, we sh all hail them as most fortunate , since
the eifect is li k ely to be j ust the reverse to what would happen, were
we publi shing in E ranee instead of England. The Grand Master
has reminded us that only one Brother is allowed to take notes in
Grrand Lodge; th at no tiling is to be published wh ich has not been
approve d by the Gr. Sec. or GKM. ; and expressed a hope that the
practice of taking note3 may be discontinued for 'the fut ure, the
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Freemasons* Magazine not being offi cially acknowledged as an organ
of the Craft. "W hether officiall y acknowledged or not, it cannot be
doubted that it is generally recognised as the organ of the Order,
whose increasing patronage proves their conviction of its value, and
that nothing has ever appeared in its pages to which the most con-
scientious ^

Mason could obj ect. The House of Parliament once
stood out against the right of p ublishing their debates, but public
opinion bias long since forced them to succumb, and now reporting
is not only acknowledged, but every accommodation is afforded to the
representatives of the Press. We respectfully warn the M.W",G.M.,
therefore, not to enter upon a Quixotic crusade against the Press,
which is sure to end in his disgrace, since the Graft at large will
speedily demand that the right of reporting shall be accorded. II
the G.M. does carry out his threat to the Ml, what must be the
result ? The reports will be written from memory, there being
always a Brother in the Dodge who is a practised memory reporter,
and the^rM7~will have no right to complain if the reports of dis cus-
sions do not then exhibit that verbal fidelity which we have for some
time endeavoured to impart to every speech of imp ortance, especially
when coming from the dais. A.s to the reports issued by Grand Lodge,
approved by the Gl. Master, or G. Sec., we put it fairly to the Craft,
whether the miserable abortion of Minutes dignified with the name of
Quarterly Communications are worthy of that title, and what kind of
reporting that can be considered which, a few months since, gave the
G.M.'s statement on the Canada question, on which he now admits at
the time he was not fully acqu ainted , verbatim , and ignored the whole
of the remaining proceedings of the evening ! But even allowing
that the Quarterly Communications were the very acme of reporting
and impartiality, 'are they issued with such regularity as to render
them of real value to the Craft ? Bare indeed is it that they are
seen unti l a few days before the next Quarterly Meeting, and it is
not two years since five Quarterly Communications were issued to the
Brethren by the same post ! How truly useful it must have been to
tell the Craft in the early part of 1855 what had taken place in
Sept. 1853, and confirmed in December of the same year ! But we
fear that it is not the reporting of the discussions which has given
offence, but the spirit of inquiry and determination to remove abuses
which has been by our means raised in the Craft , and rendered the
seats of some Brethren not quite so soft and pleasant as they formerly
were. Eor oursel ves, we are determined to do our dut y to the Craft
despite all threats, and to support a great principle threatened in us,
namely, the liberty of the Press. We may add , that we have perfect
confidence that the public spi rit of the Brethren will sustain us in
tins determination , whose rights and liberties are asswedly imperilled
the instant " Press-gagging " is attemp ted.



;;WE^ regret^tlib,t- -tlie motion carried by the Earl of Carnarvon some
time ago, for having the business to be brought before Grand
Dodge printed in time to be circulated amongst the Country
Dodges, by providing that the Board of Masters should be held
a month earlier than at present, has been got rid of by a side wind ,
and referred back to the Board of General Purposes to consider
what effect it will have on the constitutions generally. Such
reference is unnecessary in an assembly like Grand Dodge, where
the effect of every alteration of a comma or letter is most thoroughly
sifted by our legal Brethren. All the alterations required could
have been made in five minutes, and^ the spirit of the const i-
tutions in no wise inj ured. The argument that it would deprive
the Brethren of five weeks out of thirteen during which to con-
sider their notices, is perfectly puerile, as it could have that effect
only upon the occasion of the first change ; and the loss of the
one five weeks could be of little conseq uence, seeing that, at the
rate at which business is generally conducted in Grand Lodge, there
is already sufficien t before it to last to the end of 1860, even with
the assistance of two or three Dodges of Emergency.

Whilst on the subj ect of printing the notices of business to be
transacted in Grand Lodge, we must protest against the publication
of the names of parties recommended by the Board of Benevolen ce
for relief. It would be sufficient to put the names in blank, thus,
" Bro.-—-—— , of No. (say) -1119,". leaving, them only to transpire
in the discussion upon the grant. Though charity be twice blessed,
hal f the blessing is destroyed if, excepting under very peculiar cir-
cumstances, the name of the recipient be made more public than
absolutely necessary, and we at least, in our reporting, have alway s
acted here upon the principle of suppression.

¦SO^

The interest which necessarily attaches to the views entertained by
the American Dodges upon the recent movements in Canada, induces
us to place before our readers the following important document,
extracted from the Canadian Masonic Pioneer. The name alone of
Bro. Tucker, the Gran d Master of the Grand Dodge of Yermont,
suffices to enhance its value, whose knowledge of the history, usages,
and principles of Freemasonry is justly said to be unsurpassed by
that of any living man :—

" My Brethren,—Dur ing the past year the important question relating to the
Grand Lodge of Canada—and which this Grand Lodge passed upon , to its own entire
satisfaction , at its last annual communication—has been a^itatecj in other Grand
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Lodges, with differing results. The Grand Lodge of Ireland, and the Grand
Lodges of Kentucky; South Carolina, Louisiana, Iowa, the' -. District of Columba,
and some others, I am advised, agree with the decision made by "Vermont. The
Grand. Lodges of England and Scotland, abroad, and those of Massachusetts, New
York, Missouri, and Virginia, at home, hold adverse opinions to ours. The
Grand Lodges of Maine, Wisconsin, Connecticut, and some others, have the
subject under consideration ; and some of the Grand Lodges of the United
States, have not, so far as I am informed, yet taken it up for consideration
¦at- all. ' .

'' It is not to be doubted, that if this Grand Lodge saw even specious reasons
to sustain the opinion that its action had been premature on this important
subje ct/ it would, from a sense of duty , review it. Assuredly, if I bad been con-
vinced ; or—even less than that—had I seen any strong reason to create doubt as
to the entire correctness and soundn ess of our action of last year, I should feel it
to be my du ty now to recommend a new investigation. I have endeavoured to
obtain all the information in my power, and to examine carefully and impartially
all the argument which has come to my hands during the year ; and so far from
finding any weakening of my opinion, the result has been to strengthen and to con-
firm the ju dgment I had previously formed— that both as matter of duty, of honour,
of policy, and of sound Masonic principle, the Lodges of Canada which assembled
at Hamilton on the 10th day of October, 1855, and formed an Independent Grand
Lodge for Canada, acted lawfully and right, and upon every correct principle of
Masonic law, usage, practice, and precedent—as well as brotherhood—ought to be
sustained by the Grand Lodges of the United States¦"¦In the differences of opinion which have arisen out of the consideration of
this subject, one Grand Lodge— out of great caution—has reviewed its action of last
year. Massachusetts, with her aged Grand Lodge and her acknowledged Masonic
bearing and talent, staggered the district of Columbia by her adverse action ; or
rather, perhaps, shook the opinion of its Grand Master. A re-investigation was
directed by that Grand Master, the chairman of the committee for the purpose
being that enlightened, learned, and well-informed Mason, Brother Benjamin B.
.French, of the City of Washington. The result is before the Masonic world. A
thorough re-examination of the subject confirmed a most intelligent committee in
the former view taken by th at Grand Lodge, and their views were confi rmed by it,
supporting the decision which bad been previously made. Brother French and his
associates are among the most intelligent Masons of the United States, and they
are Brethren who can never be justly charged with lending their sanction to law-
breaking or revolution in the Masonic world .

"When this subject was under consideration in our own Grand Lodge, at its last
an nual communication, I studiously withheld any expression of my own opinion ; nor
was that opinio n known beyond myself, until you, my Brethren, had, by a unani-
mous vote, extended the right hand of Masonic fellowship to the independent
Gran d Lodge of Can ada. As I was not heard in argument then , I anticipate
your willingness to .hear me patien tly now, when the correctness of your action
has been questioned elsewhere.

"Grand Lodges, as they exist at the present, and as they have existed from the
year 1717, are wholly new insti tutions. They are not institutions of ancient date ,
and have no odour of antiquity about them. In the olden time every single
Lodge was wh olly indepen dent, and the privilege of practising the Masonic rites
was inherent in Masons, when assembled together in due form , as individuals.
The Charter ob tained, not far from the beginning of the fourth century, ' fro m
the King and Council ,' by Saint Alban, empowered th ose M'asons simply to hold
a ' general council ,' which was called an c Assembly. ' That ' Council,' or
* A ssembly' did not consist of members by delegations from Lodges. It was a
general one, embracing the Craft, as it then existed, in England, at large ; and it
was the duty of every Mason to attend it , if he lived within fifty miles of the place
of assemblage, and had 'proper warning. '

"Nor was the gathering of the Mason s at the Ci ty of York, under Prince
Edwin, in 92G, a Gran d Lodge, in any fair mod ern understanding of those terms.
It was a 'congregation' of Mason s only, who composed a ' General Lodge/ of



which he was Grand Master. He was Grand Master of Masons, but not of a
Grand Lodge, as now understood ; for no such Ground body then existed.

"It is; doubtless true, that the York ' Assembly' exercised j urisdiction, in its
day, over aZZ the Masons of England ; probably from 926 to 1567, but such j uris-
diction was not considered, by those Masons, as exclusive. It was not thus
acknowledged by them ; for in that same year, 156 7—with out reference to the
York 'Assembly' at all—the Masons of the Southern part of England placed
themselves independently under a new Grand Master, and there was for a long
period of jyears, two Grand Masters of that kingdorn.
"In the early part of the 13th century, Masonry generally in England had
fallen into disuetude. In the year 1715 four London Lodges assembled upon
their own motion, and by their own voluntary action constituted themselves a
'{ Grand Lodge, pro tempore! At the annual assembly arid feast, on Saint John
the Baptist s day, 1717, these same Lodges, thus by self-action constituted in to
a Grand Lodge, for the first time adopted a regulation to restrain the old un>
linuted inanner of Masonic meetings, and to establish Lodges in certain places,
wj iich should be legally authorized to act by a warrant from the Grand Master,
with the consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge, and that, without such
warrant, no Lodge should thereafter be deemed regular or constitutional .u Here, then, we have four Lodges, ̂ arranged upon the old system, congregating
themselves together to inaugurate and establish a neiv one. The whole history of
things at York was unheeded by them ; no consent is asked from that quarter,
nor is even the then Grand Master of the M asons of England consulted, who was
living in that same city of London, and who did not pay the debt of nature until
tbe year 1723.

"Ei'om this action sprang the Grand Lodge of England, which has come down
to our times. Ireland followed first, and Scotland succeeded her. I do not
refer to any Masonic organizations of this kind upon the continent of Europe,
because with them we have no common policy, no long connection, and especially
because, upon th is con tinent, we have never looked to that quarter for Masonic
precedent.

"The beginning of Grand Lodges, as we understand these institutions in our
own day, was established at the London meetings of the four Lodges of 1715 and
1717. Ireland followed the path made by them. Scotland followed in a manner,
though not identical, quite as independent, and tbe Grand Lodges on this side of
the Atlantic have found no occasion for widening and enlarging the precedent of
171547.

" I do not mean, for a moment, to doubt the wisdom of the action of 1715-17,
or the right of the four London Lodges to do precisely what they did do. I intend
to claim, however, that other Masonic action, equally legitimate, equally worthy,
and equally important, is as equally to be recog nized, at this hour, as if it had the
sanction of one hundred and forty years to strengthen the foundation of its right.
1 am not aware that any intelligent Mason desires to disturb a system of action
which has been sanctioned by long acquiescence, and which has resulted in the
harmony and happiness of the Order. I yield to the power of a precedent,
however established, which settles a wise course of future action , but I can never
agree to see a mere precedent tortured into working the highest practical in-
justice.

"The Grand Lodge of Ireland dated from 1730. It Was formed in. ' imitation
of the Grand Lodge of England,' and chose for its first Grand Master a Brother
who bad. been, the previous year, G rand Master of the Grand Lodge of England .
The constitution and usages of the Grand Lodge of England were adopted by it.

"The Grand Lodge of Scotland was formed in 1736. Mason ry had then
existed in that country for centuries ; but not until November the 30th—Saint
Andrew's day—of that year, did the Lodges of that country assemble to organize
as a common body, and choose their own Grand Master. Previously the Grand
M astership of Masons for Scotland had been hereditary in the family of Roslin,
William Saint Glair of Roslin , having intimated to his Masonic Brethren his wish
to resign his hereditary Grand Mastership, assembled his Brethren of the Lodges
in and about Edinburgh, and wished them to determine upon a plan for the election



of a Grand Master. Thirty-four Lodges appeared, or were represented by their
proxies, and at this meeting the office of Grand Master in Scotland became, for
the first time, elective. This Grand Lodge had the assent of the Grand Master of
Masons of Scotland for its formation, differing, in this particular, from the Grand
Lodge of England.

"The entire history of the formation of these three Grand Lodges is overwhelm-
ing—! had almost said omnipotent --- to prove, that they were all vohtntary
Masonic associations, growing naturally out of the necessities of the Order, and
assuming, as associations, the power of proper organization as an inherent right.
It was never claimed—a,nd it never can be truthfully elaimed—that any ancient
constitution conferred the right which was exercised . Old constitutions and
charges may he studied for that in vain. The right to form such bodies was
assumed, and the extent oj- jurisdiction was also assumed, and engrafted upon it,
as well as/'the form andmanner'. -of Masonic government.
"Neither of the three Grand Lodges thus formed, went so far as to assume ex-

clusive Masonic jurisdiction out of England, Ireland, and Scotland. The only
exclusive power assumed was to their own respective territories. When those
were passed at home they exercised a common power. Whenever any one of
them -might- grant a warrant of constitution, or locate a Provincial Gran d Master
abroad , either of the others might do the same. The Grand Lodges of England
and Scotland so understood the subject, and both of them cre ated Pro-
vincial Grand Masters in the colonies antecedent to the revolution. The
subsequent history of the Masonic bodies established by these Provincial Grand
Masters, is full of interest, as bearing upon the question under consideration,
and I shall have cause to refer to it in the course of my examination of this
subject .
"One at least of the Provincial Grand Masters, appointed by the Grand Lodge

of England, did not understand that the American revolution severed the Masonic
connection between the parent power and the newly-created States upon this
northern continent. In 1791 the R.W. John Johnson, then the English Provi n-
cial Grand Master of Lower Canada, granted a warrant of constitution to his
Excellency Thomas Chatterton, then Governor of the State of V ermont, and his
associates, for the establishment of a Lodge at Vergennes, by the name of
Dorchester Lodge. This Lodge was duly constituted under that warrant, and
worked under it until October, 1794 , when, in connection with the oth er Lodges
in the State, which had charters from the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and
New York, it aided in forming the present Grand Lodge of Vermont, and forci-
bly sev ering its connection with Canada, has ever since hailed under the new j uris-
diction . The Provincial Grand Master of Canada never complained of this action,
or denied the right of Dorchester Lodge, of its own motion, to make the severance
and aid in establishing a new and independent jurisdiction.

"It was assumed by all the State Masonic institutions of this country, which
existed before the revolutionary war, that the dissolution of the politiccd, neces-
sarily involved a dissolution of the Masonic, tie, and they acted according ly. This,
in my judgmen t, was a farther stretch in the line of Masonic independence than
anything which has happened since. I am not aware that a Masonic pen was
ever raised to sustain this assumption as resting on authority, precedent, or pr in-
ciple :—an d yet three out of four of the Grand Lodges of the United States, who
shrink instinctively from the word independence when the stern north wind bears
it to us from Canada, found no difficulty either in using the word, or carry ing
out the full force of its meaning practically in their own cases.

"Ever since the American revolution tbe Masonic practice in the United
States has been ,—that when three or more warranted Lodges are established in
any State or Territory where no Grand Lodge exists, they possess the inherent
ri ght to meet together and form one themselves, and it is not and never was con-
sidered necessary to ask the consent of the Grand Lodge, or Grand Lodges, from
which their respective warrants emanated, for this purpose. Most of the Grand
Lodges in the United States have been formed in this way, and every Grand Lodge
has sanction ed this mode of action, so that the practice and principle are beyond
dispute. I need only name Iowa, Texas, California, Minnesota, Oregon, Kansas,



Grand Lodges all compa rati vely of  yesterday, and all formed in this, and in no
other manner.

" With what show of reason, then , can we discard this acknowledged principle
and practice ? England, Scotland, Ireland, assumed it, and the Grand Lodges of
the United States have followed out the assumption. What decent apology can
we give for attemptin g to discard it now, only because our northern Brethren
have followed in the common path ?

" Nice distinctions have been drawn , and all kinds of contrasts and comparisons
invoked, to show differences between the case of the Independent Grand Lodge of
Canada and all antecedent precedents. I have been unable, thus far, so far to
stultify my own intellect as to appreciate them as proving distinctions in principle.
Two, or a dozen* sets of faets^rnay fall within the fair application of the same
principle, though, in many respects, variant from each other, It requires none
of the subtle logic of special pleading to make this obvious to every unprejudiced
and clear-minded man ; but when a set of facts, having no common analogy what-
ever with anoth er set of facts, are drawn into a controversy, and made the basis
of an argument, those who rely upon them ought at least to be able to show th eir
assimilation , as bearing upon the principle they are relied on to sustain.

"Th e Canadian Masonic action of the 10th of October, 1855, has, in some
quarters, been treated as analogous to the various Masonic revolutions in the
State of New York. To rny own coiiceptions no analogy was ever more absurd.
Had England experienced a division of her own Grand Lodge, by revolutionary
means, on the soil of England, at home, the cases would have some resemblance
to each other ; but they have no more resemblance of revolution now than the
formation of the last Grand Lodge of Michigan—by Lodges holding warrants
from the Grand Lodge of New York:—-has of revolutionary action towards that
State. Michigan had the right to go alone when she was Masonically and con-
stitutionally strong enough, on wTell recognized principles ' - . as Vermont had, and
many other States, and as they did without exception from any quarter.

"And precisely with as mu ch propriety might Massachusetts, with her two
warranted Lodges in Vermont in 1794 ; New York with the same number, and
England itself with its one* granted through its Provincial Grand Master of Lower
Canada, declare the Grand Lodge which those subordinate Lodges formed, to be
un-Masonic and revolutionary, as th ey may now make such an assertion as to the
Independent Grand Lodge of Canada.

ix Until it be proved—which it has not been, and cannot be —that the constitu-
tions and charges of Edwin transmitted to us some ' ancient land-mark/ recogni zing
Grand Lodges in their present manner of formation, and recognizi ng also the
powers now claimed by the Grand Lodge of England and its supporters, as well-
established portions of legitimate ancient Masonic law and right, it is worse than
idle to maintain , in the face of the Masonic usage*and precedent of the last one
hundred and forty years, that a competent body of regular Lodges existing in a
state or territory where there is no independent Grand Lodge, have not the right
to form one. If they have not, it is more than doubtful whether ther e is a legitimate
Grand Ij odge on the continent of North America.

"I,have thus far treated this i mportan t question as Mason ic history, principle,
and usage bear upon it ; and I most sincerely regret that it was not placed upon
this sole ground from the beginning. Broadly sustainable as it is here, it needed
no other argument to contribute any additional support. Still, there are other
facts connected with the Independent G rand Lodge of Canada, which cannot be
forgotten , and ought not to be forgotten , in considering the subject.

"The Masons of Canad a were, to a large extent, men whose birth-places were
abroad. Thei r Lodges existed by power derived from abroad . The sympathies
of their members were largely with th eir mother-country across the ocean, and
this natural and honourable feeling was all-powerful with them to prevent any
rashness or disrespect towards those foreign Masonic j urisdictions to which they
acknowledged allegiance. Knowing and feeling the inconveniences of th eir posi-
tion, the neglect of their wants, and the denial of their j ust rights, they submitted
to years of humble complaint, of brotherly solicitation , of manl y petitioning, and
of mild remonstrance, and they submitted in vain. No kind response, no appro-
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elation of self-evicfent wrongs breathes its gentle breath across the broad Atlantic.
They were compelled at last, unwillingly, to realize that all foreign hope was
ended, and th at the future of their Masonic happiness must depend upon them-
selves. Thus situated, forty-one Lodges, holding warrants of constitution under
the authority of the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland, and Scotland, after circu-
lating notice of th eir intention for several months, assembled at Hamilton, on the
10th day of October, 1855, severed all foreign connection, and constituted them-
selves a Grand Lodge for Canada.

" The wrongs and grievances to which I refer have been sometimes denied,
and the representations of these forty-one Lodges have been cavilled at by enmity
and hawked at by ignorance ; but an earlier justification has already come than
the new Grand Lodge could have anticipated, and its own truth is sustained even
from the mouths of its opponents. On the 23rd day of October last, the body of
Canadian Masons which styles itself ^ The Provincial Grand Lodge of Eree and
Accepted Masons of Canada West, under the United Grand Lodge of England,
which body still achioivledges and adheres to its foreign allegiance, memorialized the
Grand Lodge of England upon its position/ and in that memorial has set forth
substantially the existence of the same grievances which had been previously set
forth, and which, having been treated with scorn and contempt in the quarter to
which they were addressed, had forced the forty-one Lodges to their independent
action of October 10, 1855.

"Had the forty-one Lodges of Canada postponed their action and continued
to bear oppression longer, subsequent events have shown that ' scorpions ' were
doomed to succeed the 'whips/ and that while they remained within the portal
of foreign jurisdiction, they must leave all hop e upon the outside. At the Quar-
terly Communication of the Grand Lodge of England, on the 4th of June, 1856,
when a petition from Canada West was alluded to by a m ember upon the floor,
which petition had been presented to the Grand Master, and notice had been given
of a motion by Bro. Portal, c for granting privileges to the Prov. Grand Lodge of
Canada "West,' the Grand Master announced, even befo re the motion wees broug ht
forward, that he should ' refuse putting it from the chair.' He went on to remark
that 'the Grand Lodge had nothing to do with the petition/ and added, 'that
he was perfectly j ustified in ignoring it.' He refused also to read a part of the
petition .

" Upon this practice the Grand Lodge of England is a my th, having no sub-
stantial entity wh atever ; or, if it has any appreciable existence, it is but as the
shadoiv of the Most Worshipful Earl of Zetland. I know not how these occur-
rences may strike the minds of the Brethren of this Grand Lodge; but I am com-
pelled to admit that no intellectual chemistry can find anything in my own
conceptions which has the least affinity for them . A Grand Master quite as many
years as any other living Brother on this side of the Atlantic, and—so far as I
know—on the other, I have a right to believe that the Masonic world will give
me credit for having no disposition to restrict the legitimate prerogatives of that
exalted station ; but when the Brother thus situated, and thus responsible to the
Masonic world at large, assumes an entire personal control over petitions, gratui-
tously refuses to put motions growing naturally out of them, even before they are
offered , and withholds from his Grand Lodge the contents of papers in which that
body is interested, I can see only in those acts simple, unmitigated, unalloyed
despoti sm. It is receding to the age of darkness and of iron . Masonry is too
intelligen t and enlightened to sanction it- If the Grand Lodge of England yields
to it , she has arrived at the hour when the rising sun of her East should be trans-
ferred to represent the setting sun of her West, and in that changed, position it
will most appropriately emblematize her declining Masonic glory .

"Lam not ready to say, and I by no mean s inten d to say, that neglect and
oppression by a G rand Lodge of her subordinates, will in all, or in a majorit y of
cases, jus tify revolutionary measures. I design always to disti n guish between that
which is j ustifiably right and that which is obviousty wrong. And I think that,
in most cases which arise, there is usually a well-marked lino of d istinction , which
a well-informed and dispassionate man will experience no great difficul ty in finding.
I think, for instance, that I can perceive a y evy plain difference in the relations-



between a Gran d Lodge and its subordinates existing in a single state or territory,
and a Grand Lodge and its subordinates existing in different countries, thousands
of miles apart, and separated by an ocean. I think I can appreciate the existence
of a very clear distinction between the difficul ties of a few years ago with„:the
Grand Lodge of New York and a portion of her subordinate Lodges, and of those
existing in 1855 befcween the Gran d Lodge of England and her subordinate Lodges
in Canada. In the first ease, the disaffected Lodges, in the outset, formed a part
of the Grand Lodge of New York. They were represented upon its floor, with as
ful l privileges as to being heard as their associates ; and, if injured, with the un-
doubted right of renewing the consideration of the subje ct-matters of difference,
from time to time, and of labouring to bring the major ity to their views, and of
convincing them by fact and argument, if they could. Thus situated, they pre-
ferred secession, and formed a new Grand Lodge for themselves. This was revolu-
tionary beyond, doubt, and so has the Masonic world at large almost unanimously
decided. But there is no fair parallel to this state of things in the case of Canada.
The subordinate Lodges of Canada had no representation in the Grand Lodge of
England. They were in a state of complete and absolute dependence and pupilage.
They could only appear at the door of that Grand Lodge as humble suppliants for
their rights by written petition, without a single voice of their own upon its tes-
selated pavement to sustain and enforce their supplications. Their prayers of
years were unheeded, their solicitations scorned, their injuries unredressed, and
even their money taken from them without acknowledgment or notice. Are these
cases analagous ? It would be the most palpable and wicked mendacity to say so.
"Wrongs, such as I have named, could not be borne for ever. They left th e
Canadian Lodges but a single alternati ve,—either to give up Masonry wholly and
entirely, or to raise an independent Masonic standard, The impassable point had
been reached ; the last drop of the cup of forbearance had been drain ed ; and—
unwilling to be forced from the privileges and enj oyments of the Order—they made
the selection of honourable independence, and appealed to the j ustice of a world-
wide Masonry for sanction and brotherhood. This, in my jud gment, was not revo-
lution but the exercise of a proper, necessary, and j  ast right; and the Masonic world
will so decide, unless it is prepared to hold that there is not, in any case whatever,
a remedy for Masonic oppression.

¦U pon both grounds then, my Brethren, as I view this subj ect—of the tnhcrent
right of every state, territory, or country, to establish a Gran d Lodge of its own,
and the right of a country holding its Masonry from a foreign source, to make a
severance for unmitigated oppression—I maintain, that the independent Gran d
Lodge of Canada, established at Hamilton on the 10th day of October, 1.855,
is legitimately and masonically established, and is entitled j ustly and of right
to tbe sanction, countenance, and support of all the Grand Lod ges in the
world;

"Within a few days after the Masonic action of the fort y- one Lodges at
Hamilton, the then Grand Master of the Grand Lod ge of New Y ork seems,
evidently, to have become alarmed. Before the infant Grand Lodge of Canad a
was fairly invested with its swaddling-clothes, he appears perfectly prepared to
stran gle it in its cradle. Seven days only were suffered to pass before ho sti g-
matized many as good, men and worth y M asons as the world can elsewhere
boast of, as being guilty of Masonic ' rebellion/ and then sounded the old
atabal alarm of 'rebellion ' at home. Without taking the trouble to dis-
tinguish between Canadian and New York ' rebellion , lie seized upon the
matter—a petitio pri nciyvii assimilated the two unlike cases by a single dash of
pen—raised from their q uiet graves the long laid skeletons of ' heresy and schism ,'
looked anxiously across the Atlan tic to the long withheld patronizing smile winch
had a few years past almost emblazoned tlie waves of old ocean in its passage
from London to New York, and concluded that it would bo the i height of ingra-
titude' to England to anythi n g less than proscribe the new and independen t 01 rand
Lodge of Can ada . The same panic alarm seized upon his Committee of Foreign
Correspondence in Jun e following. Leo the Tenth and the Cardinals of the
Vatican could hardly have been more alarmed at the appearance of the new
dogmas of Lu ther, The sh adows of ' heresy and schism ' trium phed , and glorious



New York, at tfye hands of her strong and great men, chose to confine her
Masonic sympathies to her own side of the St. Lawrence.

"Not thus did the Masonry of the Empire State reason when she formed her
own independent Grand Lodge. She did not rely upon the ' implied or express
consent of England,' nor seek the sanction of any Provincial Grand Lodge which
bad chartered local Lodges in her territory ; nor did she then understand that
rebellion and independ ence w'ere synonymous terms. She then felt the ability to
stand up and walk in her own legitimate inherent strength ; she threw the
crutches of English dependence in England's face, and marched on triumphantly
to her own high and glorious Masonic destiny. When I assert this, I do it upon
the authority contended for by the legitimate Grand Lodge of New York, which
has always claimed that ' in 1785 it adopted a new constitution, and thereby threw
off all allegiance to the parent body.V Unless this be true, I see no escap
the position contended for by the revolutionary Grand Lodge of that state, which
I understand to holdy ' that, down to 1849, the Grand Lodge of New York
continued to be Prov incial to the Grand Lodge of England.'

< f Before the declared indepen dence of the Grand Lodge of New York, by the
alleged action of 1785, that grand body had, for several years, been independent
de facto. Her pro vincial Charter required her to make returns of her proceedings
to the Grand Lodge of England, and allow appeals to be taken thereto. But
from and after September, 1777/ she made no returns, and suffered no appeals to
be taken ; styled herself the Grand Lodge of New York, and not the Provincial
Grand Lodge, and claimed the independen t title of j fe
Right Worshipful, the latter being the title of all Provincial Grand Lodges. For
the term of about eight years, then, she acted independently, without declaring
herself so, and her action, during that interregnum between dependence and
undeclared independence, she has always claimed to have been correct and legi-
timate, and the Masonic world has not denied it. Upon principle, however, it
would be difficul t to find any thing as irregular as all this in any of the acts and
doings of the forty-one Lodges of Canada.

"Missouri, in refusing to acknowledge the independent Grand Lodge of
Canada, offers no argument but the first impressions of her Grand Master,
acquiesced in , apparently p>ro f orma, by a Committee. The decision of Virginia, I
only know by a statement in the Freemason's Magazine of Boston. I have not
yet seen her proceedings ; but if the Grand Lodge of that venerable old state is
perfectly satisfied with the facts and arguments on which her own independence
was established, it is not easy to understand her want of appreciation of those
which exist as to the independent Grand Lodge of Canada.

"I have read the Report of the Committee on this subj ect, adoj)ted by the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ; and considering the names it bears, and the
history of the formation of the Grand Lodge of that ancient Commonwealth, I
have been more than surprised at some of its positions.

" The .Report begins with the expression of a great deal of sympathy, and
expresses the opinion that an independent organization is essential to the effective
and proper working of the Order, in the opinion of the entire Craft in Canada ; but
professes to find c well-tried principles ' in the way of recognition, and then states the
question at issue to be, 'whether it is consistent, with the recognized laws or
customs of Ereemasonry, for any Lodges under a particular jurisdiction, to secede
from the parent body without its consent, and to form, of their own authority, a
new body, having an independent existence and independen t powers.'

"Although the question might have been stated with greater fai rness, I do not
object to it, as thus expressed . And I feel no difficult y in saying, that if the
consistency of such action is denied, Massachusetts herself has no legitimate Grand-
L/odge whatever. She asked no ' consent 1 to c secede ' from the c parent bod y,' by
eith er of her Provincial Grand Lodges. Roth on the 2nd day of January, 1783,
when the old Massachusetts Grand Lodge assembled, after an entire suspension of
eight years ; and in August, 1785  ̂ when her Saint John's Grand Lodge met,
after a suspension of more than twelve years—wo find no such idea dreamed of, so
far as she has seen fit to disclose her history to the Masonic world. The Grand
Master of one of her Grand Lodges lay in his shroud of glory under the King's



Chapel, and the other also had passed away from eartli. An assumed e elective
supremacy* in the one case, and a silently assumed rigid to act in the other, were
all that were thought necessary in those c good days of old.* Nor was more
thought needfu l when the Massachusetts and St. John's Grand Lodges united in
1792, and formed the present Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

: ". If all this action was not secession, by what name is it to be described ? Who-
ever heard, among it all, that the 'consent ' of the ' . -¦'Grand Body ' was asked, and
who so ignorant as not ^ ^inaugurated a * new body, with an independent existence, and independent powers.'
This being true, the committee of Massachusetts must either disavow themselves,
or admit that indepen dent action is to be enjoyed by them only in common with
others.
"I quote another paragraph from the report of the Massachusetts Committee.
' Each Grand Lodge in the United States rules and governs without interference
from any other, all Lodges within the civil j urisdiction of the Stat e in which she
is situated—-holding the Territori es as common ground, wherein each Grand Lodge
is free to charter Lodges at pleasure, until each Territory, by being regular ly
admitted to the Union as a State, acquires the right to form a Grand Lodge, for
itself . Your Committee are aware that this has sometimes been done before
admission as a State ; but although it may be alleged in excuse that Territories are
States in process of formation, we still think the practice illegal, and not to be
jus tified'>i n any erne, the only safe rule, in our opinion, being that laid down . '

''¦¦ The first portion of this opinion admits of no controversy :—no one denies its
truth and correctness. The second portion has no truth to sustain it, and, if
Massachusetts holds to it, she stands alone. I would be highly thankful to know,
when, where9 and by whom any such rule, as to the Grand Lodges of the Territories ,
was established, and -what Grand Lodge has either assented to or acquiesced in it.
For myself, I know of none. If such Grand Lodges are of doubtful validity, I
cannot withold the question, whether my own native and loved State is not now
in full Masonic communion with Minnesota, Oregon , and Kansas ?—and if she is
not, why she does not inform her sister Grand Lodges that her Masonic compasses
do not embrace them in this circle of Masonic Brotherhood .

"The Committee of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts find no difficult y in
deciding, that all the reasons given by the formers of the Grand Lodge of Canada
make out only a case of ' simple inconvenience ;' hold the action they have taken
to be rebellion ; assert that 'in Masonry there can be no lon g-continued oppres-
sion ,' that 'there can be no temptation to tyranny, for nothing is to he gained
by it,' and that 'within certain "bounds the will of the majority is absolute.'
They then most fraternal ly cal l the Grand Lodge of England 'our venerable
Mother,' protest against the newly formed Grand Lodge of Canada by resolution,
and forbid all Masonic communication with it or with any Lodge or individual
having any connection therewith.

" It is doubtless always 'inconvenient ' for Masonry to be governed by a power
three thousand miles off and across an ocean. The Grand Lodge of Massach usetts
itself found it so at the close of the revolutionary war, and remedied the 'incon-
venience ' by its own act. Canada, even more inconveniently situated than Mas-
sachusetts, has simply done an act of the same kind. Is it possible, in the world's
or in Heaven 's high chancery, to hold one to be loyal and the other treasonable 1
That 'side of the majority ' which 'within cer tain bounds is absolute/ and
Avhich the Massachusetts Committee see clearly to he a protection again st ' oppres-
sion and ty ranny,' has been prostrated upon the floor of the Grand Lodge of
England by the despotic w ill of the present Grand Master, and has at this moment,
as every well-informed Mason know s, only a mythical existence, at least within
that Grand Lodge of ' our venerable Mother .'
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Massachusetts, at the recommendation of its committee, a very large range is
taken. Carried out to its results, as it obviously reads, some seven or eight State
Grand Lodges, all their subordinates ,, and all the members of each, are literally
excommunicated from association with that Grand body,—inasmuch as that num-
ber of Grand Lodges have agreed that they will have ' connection ' with this same



independent Grand Lodge of Canada. If this was actually intended, it seems to
me to open a fountain of hitter waters, ill adapted to promote the growth of
charity and brotherly love.

"I have examined, with some care, the communications of some Masonic writers
on this highly interesting subject, with a view of l earning all that was accessible ;
and I am obliged to express nay surprise at what has appeared in relation to it in
some of the leading Masonic. .publications; It has been contended in one qu arter
that the recognition of the Independent Grand Lodge of Canada by the Grand
Lodge of Ireland is of no great inportance, because she had only about f ifteen Lodges
in Canada , and did "not burthen them with charges so harshly as the Grand Lodge of
England did the Lodges holding warrants under her. This is a singular argument
to be urged, and very naturally leads to the inquiry, why, if Ireland's aclcnowledg-
nf ten t is of no importanc e, Scotland's refusal is of even as much weight, when it is
known that she had a far less number of lodges in the Province under her care.
If in a territory free and open for the admission of warranted Lodges by different
foreign Grand Lodges, the question of right and wrong is to be settled by the
greater or lesser number of Lodges introduced by each, then we have introduced
a new Masonic rule of practice, the existence of which is yet unknown to our
constitutions/ and equally unknown to the intellectual tribunals of Masonic equity
and justice ,:

" And it has been contended too, strange as it may seem, that since the sepa-
ration of Canada from France, the three Grand Lodges of Great Britain and
Ireland, have ' held and improved y that Province, (to use the language of the
writer,) as a "' coparcenary or a partnership inheritance, with a j oint right of
succession '—as ' one heir holding the premises as an estate in common.' With
such a view of her position, Canada might well complain that this interesting
Masonic partnership) of the rose, the shamrock, and the thistle, did not transact its
business under some regular partnership title, and issue its Lodge warrants in the
name of the irra. It might also h ave been important to inquire, in what respec-
tive individual proportions these joint partn ers of Canadian Masonic rights and
pr ivileges owned the Masonic stock of such a glorious inheritance, and not have
left so important a matter wholly to inference. The author of the argument to
which I am addressing myself, brings down his statistics no " farther than the year
1848, at which time, according to his information, said stock consisted of ninety-
seven shares, of which England possessed eighty, Ireland fifteen, and Scotland
two.
"Upon the loyal theory suggested, the writer might with propriety have

insisted that England and Scotland should have enjoine d Ireland from interfering
with their partnership rights, by acknowledging Canadian Masonic Indepen-
dence,

" A partners hip where each separate partner acts independent of the firm,
transac ts his part of the business independent of his associates, carries it on in his
own name and on his own responsibility, and has a 'join t individual interest '
and a ' right of survivorshi p ' besides, in so large a property as the Masonic terri-
tory of Canada, without lenowing it or suspec ting it himself, is an invention which
leaves steam and telegraphs in the far distance, and will only be equalled by the
discovery of a partially successful rudder to the balloon.

"It is among my strongest wish es, personally, to see the Masonry of this con-
tinent firmly established on its own un sculptured Doric column, as strong in its
moral as are the Pyramids in their physical strength. Every lawful Masonic act
which , to a fai r and un biassed jud gment, has a tendency in that direction , has
always had, and always will have, niy warmest enco u ragement and firmest support.
I sincerely and solemnly believe the movement in Canada to have been one of
that kind, and in common with the members of this Grand Lodge, I have fel t
bound to give it the best support in my power. I hav e no doubt of its eventual
succes«, and none that such success is most highly importan t both to the M asonry
of Canada and of the United States. To ourselves, my Brethren, who are the
immediate neighbours of Canada, and who know person ally many of the officers
and members of the Independent Grand Lodge, and of the Lodges which recognize
its organization , it is wholly idle to talk about Masonic ' rebellion .' We know



them to be legitimate and true Masons, and worthy of the name ; law-abiding
men ; men whom we esteem for their manliness and their virtues ; men with
whom it is our pleasure and our pride to exchange the right hand of fellowship,
and from an association with whom no bull of excommunination—come it whence
it may—will ever be able to separate us. The Masonic course of their predeces-
sors, more than forty years ago, and when the unfortunate cloud of war hung over
our respective countries,, is not unfamiliar to me. Some of its unpublished annals
have survived, and are in my possession, preserved and transmitted to me by that
most worthy Grand Master who preceded me in the oriental chair. Those annals
show the same honourable, exalted and brotherly spirit, which characterizes our
Canadian Brethren of the present hour. In sustaining such men, and their lawful
Masonic acts, we sustain the Order in its purity, and strengthen the foundation on
which rests the Doric column of American Freemason

FKOM THE PBEHCH 01? LAMARTINE.

Loisra or short,
Time is only time j-

Once pass'd away,
As tho' it  had not been :

Yet tho' it be
All vanity,

'Tis pleasant to ourselves to say,
" My work will aye be seen,
When I am only clay,"

Who writes books,
Thinks of unborn eyes

To pore and read,
Which for a thousand years

Will not see light ;
Yet he will write,

With trustful hope he may be read
And studied carefully
Long after he is dead.

He who plants
Acorn or chestnut,

Has a small seed
Between his fingers twain ;

Yet its husk holds
In its thin folds

More life, more time, than does the breed
Of man, born and unborn,
For ages to succeed.

But he who cuts
Hlone from the quarry

Of God's own world,
Leaves graven into it

A mark to last
W hen time has pass'd

Away, at the great judgment day,
The impress of his hand
Will reach eterniiy.

Fro m Lc Tcdlkuv de Pierres da St. Point.—Ch. viih

THE QGA RRYMA^T OF ST. POINT.



[Publishers are requested to send works for review not later than the 20th
of the month, addressed to the Editor of the " E reemasons' Monthly Magazine,"
74-5, Great Queeivstreet, Lincoln's-Inn-fields.]

" TJie Masonic Journal. '. '¦ Brunswick, Main e" U.S. The num ber for March
contains some admirable maxims for Masons and two good tales ; the transactions
in the Lodges of Kentucky, Iowa, and Oregon, are unimportant. We select the
following easy translation into poetry of the celebrated passage from Eccle-
siastes XIL, by Gold Pennv

Bememberjthy Creator,
While the pulse of youth beats high

While the evil days come not,
Nor the weary years draw nigh ;

When man can find no pleasure
In the hollow things of earth,

And the heart turns sick and sad,
From the j arring sound of mirth.

Ere the light of stars is darkened,
Ere the glorious sun grows dim,,

And the bitter cup of sorrow
Is filling to the brim .

When the grinder's song is low,
And the wailing mourners come,

Marching in the death proce ssion,
As man goeth to his home.

Ere the golden bowl be broken ,
Or the silver cord unwound,

The pitch er shattered at the well,
The broken wheel be found.

In the day when keepers tremble,
And the strong men bow the knee,

Then shall dust to dust return ,
And to God the spiri t flee.

di The Canadian Masonic Pioneer ." Montreal. The most impor tan t feature of
the current number is the address of the G.M. of "Vermont, P. C. Tucker, Esq.,
to the Gr rand Lodge upon the Canada Question, in which he traces the foundation
of the Grand Lodges of England, Scotland, and Ireland , and, vindicating the
inherent right of self- constitution to the Independent Grand Lodge of Canada,
comes down most severely upon the M.W. the G.M. of England. This docu-
ment is so important, that we have printed it in extenso issues in the present
of the " Ereemasons'Magazine and Masonic Mirror." Neverth eless, we would
earnestly express our hope that the annunciation of some semblance of cour-
tesy, kindness, and justice, yet animating our own Grand Lodge towards the
Canadas, may, tardy as it is, obli terate the heart-burnings which previous neglect
and gross official incompetency have engendered. L>ro. Tucker's is doubtless a
masterly address, and well merits the praise award ed to it by tho editor of the
" Canadian Masonic Pioneer." " The Masonic Messenger.1' * Few York. This
paper gives its usual amount of chatty extracts, although the local news is but
trifling. It is not our fault if the " IVeemasows' Magazine " reaches our con-
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temporary late.—-—" The Origin of Fr eemasonry," by R. Longfield, Q.C. :
Dublin. A lecture under the above title has been published, and was delivered
at the Lodge of Instruction attached to the Victoria Lodge, No. 4, Dublin, to the
Master, Wardens, and Brethren, to which Society It is also dedicated. It evinces
much research, and is written In a very attractive style. The argument by which
the writer seeks to identify St. Paul with Masonry^ is at all events ingenious, if it
be not con vincing—-—-." Correspondence upon the Saturday Half-Holiday Movement,"
compiled by Bro. J. P.. Taylor. London : V. & R. Stevens. The fourth edition of
the account of proceedings relative to the great /victory achieved over pelf, by
principle, is before us, and attests the success which is surely attendant upon per-
severance in7 a righteous cause. We are happy to find that the Correspondence
quotes the strongly and frequently repeated opiaions of this j ournal upon the
Saturday half-holiday and entire closing of the legal courts on that day, and we now
reiterate our conviction, that to Bro. J. R. Taylor's exertions, this vindication of
moral rights to the subserviency of mere monetary interest, is mainly owing.
Having dismissed our pamphlets, we how would draw attention to larger works.
—^" Glory of Paradise " a rhythmical Poem, by Peter Damiani. Translated by
H. Kynaston, D.D., High Master of St. Paul's School. Pellowes, 1857. To
Peter Damiani, a learned cardinal, is j  ustly ascribed, by the learned editor, this
poem.,/ which we concur with him in considering certainly the noblest literary
production of the century in which he lived. But if the original be good, the
translation, strange as it may seem, is - superior, and may well challenge com-
parison with a similar effort of this, or any other age. Dr. Kynastoii's high posi-
tion/ as a poet and a scholar, have hitherto kept him off the episcopal bench,
open in these days to few but toadies and drivellers,w yet posterity will doubtless
recognize in these lines the genius of one of the most comprehensive and finished
scholars of the day. We regret that the great press upon our columns and the
late introduction of this notice, prevent our giving lengthened extracts from this
beautiful poem, yet some conception of its rhythmical ease and antithetical imagery
may be formed from the following exquisite description of the saints glorified in
heaven :—•

''Purified of unwrought leaven, warring sin they know no more,
Spirit now is flesh, and spirit what was only flesh before ;
Peace, intensest peace/enjoying, stumbling ways no more to scan,
Changed from every shift of chan ging, mount they where their life began.,
Present, not through glasses darkly, see the glory, face to face,
Lift their pitchers to the fountain, welling with eternal grace."

"Ernest Basil : a Novel, by J. M. Allan. London : Newby, 1857. An
admirable exposure of the Free Church heroes, and of designing hypocrites of all
sorts, withal a sev ere critique; upon the specious liollowness of our social system.
These volumes will have a great run ; they are genu ine, caustic, and j ust, and to any
observe r of the " faces " and "phases," both of men and manners, in this evil
generation, th ey will present such lively impersonations as indeed make " the cold
reality too real." " The Press and the Public Service. By a Distinguished Writer."
London : Routledge and Co., 1857. In an evil hour, Lord Clarendon, of Eoi-
grade notoriety, made an unconstitutional attack upon the liberty of the Press, by
a missive, as foolish as it was unjust, to the effect that a person should not be
employed on the public servic e who could not disprove (!) himself the author of an
anonymous work. No one but a minister as silly as Lord Clarendon would have
th rust himself into such a hornet's nest of indignation as will justly invade him for
his attempted violation of the liberty of the Press. The present volume cuts up
the Foreign Minister utterly, exposes his ignorance, and will utterly shatter his
pretensions to the premiership, which all the world knows is the " summum
bonum " of Lord Clarendon's aspiration. It is far too important a work to be i
dispatched summarily, seeing that it concerns the most vital interests of the
country. We shall, therefore, return to it in our next number ; but meanwhile
will reniarlc, that every one will recognize in its pages the style and genius of one
of tho most gifted writers of the age, to whom the country has been most deeply
indebted and to whom, for that reason, its rulers give—nothing .

toij . in. 2 w



COEEESPONBEiOE .

[The Editor does not hold himself resp onsible for any opinions
entertained oy Corresp ondents^

MASONRY IN AMERICA.—Letter II.

( Continued from page 191.)

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EEEEMASON"S' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

SlR and Brother,—In my last communication, 1 gave you a brief outline of
the position, &c, of the American Grand Lodges, in alphabetical order, as far, I
believe, as Michigan. I will now resume the subjec t, and begin with the next on
the list.

Minnesota.-—This 'Grand Lodge has only been a few years established.' Henry
Reynolds, Esq., of St. Anthony's, is the Grand Secretary ; and M.W. A. T. C.
Pearson, of St. Paul's, the Government Indian Agent at that place, is the Grand
Master. There are twelve subordinate Lodges, and about 150 members.

Mississip)pi.— That excellent Brother Mason, scholar, and man, Bro. Wm. P.
Mellen, of N atchez, has been the Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge " fro m
time immemorial." He resigned his Office , however, in January last, and¦ R.W.
Bro. B. W. T. Daniel, of Jackson, is his successor. The subordinate Lodges
under this Grand Lodge are 200, and about 8,000 members. At Natchez, in this
state, a beautifu l evergreen, entitled the Acacia, sprang into existence with the
beginning of 1855. It is ably edited by Bro. Mellen ; but I see by your frequent
reviews of it in the Magazine, that you not only receive and acknowledge, but you
appreciate it ; I will merely say that it is a. " sprig " that should be in the button-
hole or bookcase of every Mason. I might add, that there is this difference
between Bro. Mellen's Acacia and the Acacia of Mount M. \ While tradition
informs us that the latter had no root, the Acaci a of Natchez is deep ly-rooted in
the affections of the Craft in this country ,

Missouri.'—A. O'Sullivan, of St. Louis, is the Grand Secretary of this G rand
Lodge. He is, in every sense of the word, a " fine old Irish gentleman," kind ,
hospitable, Masonic. There are 140 Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge, and about 3,000 Masons. Por many years Bro. J. W. S. Mitchel l pub-
lished his Signet at St. Louis, but two years ago he blended its interests with Bro.
Lawrence's Journal , of Georgia.

New Hampshire.—B.W. Horace Chace, of llopkinton, Grand Secretary . Twenty-
two Lodges, and 1,000 Masons, under the jurisdiction of this G rand Lodge.

New Jersey.—B.W. Joseph Haugh, of Trenton, Grand Secretary . There are
forty subordinate Lodges, and about 1,500 Masons under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lod ge.

New York.—There are 400 Lodges in this state, and about 20,000 Masons. The
Grand Lodge meets in the city of New York ; B.W. James M. Austin is the
Grand Secretary . There are three or four other bodies here claiming to be the
"Grand Lodge of New York," but I believe their claims are not recognized by
any Grand Lodges in this country ; and the Grand Lodge of England affiliates only
with the " Willard/' or u Austin," Grand Lodge, above. There is a racy little sheet,
enti tled the Masonic Messenger, published here by Bro. Lrummond, the celebrated



regalia man. Bro. John W. Simmons, an able writer, has, I believe, the editorial
management of it. It is only 2s. a year, and is more than a quid pr o quo for the
money;.' ; ;  ¦ ¦

North Carolina.—There are about 160 Lodges under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge, and about 4,500 Masons. B.W. Bro. Wm. T. Bain, of Baleigh, is
the Grand Secretary.

Ohio.— Bro. John I). Caldwell, of Cincinnati, is Grand Secretary. There are
about 300 Lodg-es, and 10,000 Masons in this state, all in a nourishing condition.
One of tbe best Masonic magazines in the country is published here (Cincinnati),
by that sterling, well-tried, true, and trusty Brother, Cornelius Moore. I believe
Bro. Moore's Jf emewJcms the largest circulation of all the Masonic magazines in
the country. Indeed, it is my opinion that it circulates nearly as many as all
the other monthlies put together : and well does it merit the support it receives.

Oregon.—L\ke Minnesota, this country is yet but a " terri'tory^ 'Via.ridv' like every
thing else, Masonry is youn g there. B. W. Benjamin Stark, of Portland, is
the Grand Secretary, and few of the older states can boast of a more efficien t and
intelligent officer than Bro . Stark. There are about twelve Lodges, and 250
Masons in the territory.

Pennsylvania.—Benjamin Franklin, the philosopher, was at one time Grand
Master of this Grand Lodge. He published, as early as 1734, a reprint of Dr.
Anderson's Book of the Constitutions, " for the use of the Brethren of Pennsyl-
vania." This fact is not generally known, but I have seen a copy of the work
myself : it was purchased in Gowan's second-hand book-shop, in Fulton-street,
New York, by a gentleman not a Mason , who valued it on account of Pranklin's
imprint. He paid two guineas for it. The Grand Lodge of this state does not
publish its proceedings, so it is very difficult for Ci outside barbarians " to know
anything of the Craft here. The Grand Lodge meets in Philadelphia, and may
be justly entitled the Grand Lodge of the City of Philadelphia, for ve ry little
is either known of it, or clone in it by the country Lodges in the state. There is
a weekly Masonic newspaper published here, entitled the Mirror and Keystone.
It is well conducted by Brother Leon Hyneman, of Philad elphia, and able
correspondents. Its price is 8s. id. a year. It has a circulation of about
6,000 or 7,000.

Rhode Island.—B.W. W. C. Baker, of Providence, Grand Secretary . The
Grand Lodge meets in Providence in September.

South Carol ina.—B.W. Bro. Albert G. Mackey, M.D., of Charleston, is the
Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge, and M.W. Alfred Price, Grand Master.
As Egypt was the cradle of the sciences and learning of tbe ancients, so has
South Carolina been the cradle of Masonic learning in this country from the days
of Dalcho to Mackey. Dr. Mackey is regarded in this country as the most
learned and soundest writer that has ever written on Freemasonry. His
Lexicon of Fr eemasonry 'is an Encyclopaedia in itself ; and his Princip les of Masonic
Law is found in the library of every Mason in the country . It is regarded
as the standard of Masonic law and usage throughout the Union, and well does it
merit that position . His Ohiman llezon is the text-book of South Carolina ; while,
as Dr. Oliver says, his Mystic Tie " should be in the hands of every Mason, But
his facile p rinceps was his Miscellany, and its discontinuance for want of support
was a sad blow to Freemasonry in this country. There are 100 Lodges, and
about 5,000 Masons, in this state.

Tennessee. — M.W. Bro. Charles A. Puller, of Nashville, is the Grand
Secretary of this Grand Lod ge. There are 200 Lodges, and about 8,000
Masons, under its ju risdiction. In 1824, Bro. Wilkins Tannihill , a Grand
Master of thi s Grand Lodge, published a Masonic M anual , or Freema sonry
Illustrated. It was .a large 8vo. of 400 pages. Dr. Oliver quotes it in some of his
works. A. second edition of it was i ssued by the sancti on and recommendation of
this Gran d Lodge in 1840. In 1848, Bro. Tannihill commenced the publication
of a monthly magazine, a demy quarto, and con tinued it for three years ; when
his valedictory appeared in these words :—" With mucb regret I announce to the
readers and subscribers of the Portf olio, that my sight has become so much
impaired by the disease called Amaurosis, that I am compelled to discontinue its



publication. Of the restoration of sight so as to continue the work I have but
faint hopes ; but I have been taught to bow with submissioh to the will of God,
who in the course of His providence orders all things for the best."

Texas.— In Texas there are nearly 200 Lodges, and near 7,000 Mason s.
B.W. Bro. A. S. Ruthven, of Galveston, is the Grand Secretary, and J. B.
Sexton, of San Augustine, is the Grand Master. Bro. Buthven is one of the
most intelligent Grand Secretaries in the Union, and contributes largely, by
his affability and thorough devotion to the duties of his office, to the general
prosperity of the Craft in the state. Bro. Buthven, I have heard, is . ¦compiling
a history of Freemasonry in Texas. Bro. J. C. Harrison , of Linwood, in th is
state, a very worthy and intelligent Mason (tie . was Birst Principal of the
Boyal Grand Arch Chapter), has recently been called to the Grand Lodge above.
He was universally esteemed by all who kne w him ; and it is hoped his work
has passed the Master Overseer's square, and that he has received to the wages of
eternal life.

Vermont.—There are forty-two Lodges in this state, and 1,500 Masons, under
their jurisdiction. B.W. Bro J. B. Hollenbeck, of Burlington, is the Grand
Secreta ry, and Philip C. Tucker, of Vergennes, the Grand Master.

Virginia .—-There are 175 Lodges, and about 6,000 Masons, in Virginia. - B.W.
Bro. John Dove, M.D., of Bichmond, is the Grand Secretary. Bro. Dove is the
author of the Text Pooh, and a history of Freemasonry in Virginia. He is one of
the most intelligent Masons in the United States, and universally respected.
Virgin ia is one of the three states whose Grand Chapters do not affiliate with the
General Grand Chapter of the United States. (Florida and Pennsylvania are the
other two.) This state was the natural aud Masonic birthplace of the immortal
Washington.

Wisconsin.—K .W. Bro. W. B. Smith, of Mineral Point, is the Grand Secretary.
There are fifty Lodges, with about 2,000 Masons, under the jurisdic tion of this
Grand Lodge.

This closes the list of Grand Lod ges in the United States, with such statistics
as I could get respecting each . It is as near an approach to accuracy, as can be
well come to on floating sta tistics of the kind. I would remark, generally, that
the Brethren here are, on the whole, more acquainted with the principles, history,
and laws of the Order, than the generality of our Brethren in England. This is
owing, no doubt, to the prevalence of Masonic literature here. I hope your
excellent Magazine will get into the hands of five times as many of the Brethren
as have heretofore taken it. Since coming to this country, and seeing and f eeling
and hearing Freemasonry here, I must confess that in point of Masonic intel-
ligence, an acquaintance with Masonic history, and Masonic usage, there is great
room for improvement in England. The By-laws of nearly all the Lodges in the
country should be revised, and the large sums appropriated for ban quets should
be dev oted to the diffusion of Masonic literature. If the Lodges themselves will
not do it, the Provincial Grand Lodges should impose a per cap ita tax on the
Lodges and Members, and devo te the am ount to the obj ect I have j ust named.
I have no objection to ban quets, but, in my opinion , they should be borne by the
Brethren individually, and not be a compulsory rule or law of a Lod ge, as you
know is the case in most Lodges in England. But the mail is about closing, and
I must close too. Wishing you a Bappy New Year, and hoping to address you
again shortly.

T am, yours Fraternal ly,
Boston, Mass., J an. 1857. Theta .

M E M O R A B I L I A  H I B E R N I C A .
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASON'S' MAGAZINE AND MAHONTO MTI.U1011.

Sill,—In the Illustr ated London News of Novem ber 29, 1856, under the head of
^ Memorabilia HiberDica/ ' mention is made of two caverns in Ireland, one on tho
north-west side of Shive Cruib, a mountain near the centre of 'Down ; the other
on the north side of the Boyne, between Drogheda and Stane. The former is



stated "- .to- extend from .east to west in & right line, about thirty yards. The
sides are built with rough unhewn stones, inclining inwards in the form of an
arch, until the space was narrow enough to be closed with broad massive slabs
used for that purpose. About the middle of the main structure a transept or
recess was found, crossing directly north and south. The north ern portion nearly
filled up by a large granite flag, excavated as if for the purpose of receiving some
fluid, an4 on the margin some rude scroll carving was to be seen. The height of
the cave was about seven feet, the breadth about ten. At a short distance from
this place, on the side of the mountain, there is one of the stone altars so common
in Ireland, consisting of a broad mass of granite, supported by three low pillars of
the same material, indicating, it should seem, that some connection might exist
between the altar and the cave, and that both were devoted to the purpose of
Celtic rites before the introduction of Christianity into Ireland. The cave near
Brogheda is precisely siniilar, its direction being east and west, with a north and
south transept only on an enlarged scale. This description is sent to the
I llustrated London Neivs, in the hope that it may induce some of its learned anti-
quarian readers to favour the public with conjectures as to the object and uses of
these subterranean caves." As no answer to this article has appeared in the
I llustrated London iV<g^5, we think it right to inform the public that some exp la-
nation in reference to this subject may be found in the following numbers of the
Freemasons' Monthly Magazine, viz. :—No. 2, February, 1856, pag e 73 ; No. 7,
July, 1856, page 475 ; No. 8, August, 1850, page 550 ; No. 12, December, 1856,
page 832.

N. T. S., P.M. No. 725.

MASONIC BENEVOLENT FUND.»

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROK,

Dear Sir and Brother,—Permi t me, through the medium of your valuable
publication, to address a few words to the members of the Masonic body upon a
subj ect worthy their most serious attention, viz., the formation of "Benevolent
Funds" to each Lodge, having for thei r obj ect, the relief of indigent members,
thei r widows or orphans.

I am a subscribing member of two Lodges to which Benevolent Funds are
attached, and can, therefore, advocate the principle with greater confiden ce,
from having witnessed its beneficial results, and have been induced to bring
the subj ect under the notice of my Brethren in Masonry by the following cir-
cumstance :—At a Lodge I visited very recently, a petition was presented by
an old member pray ing for relief, to whom One Guinea was voted, being the
largest amount the Lod ge had at its disposal. Now mark the difference : a
similar , appeal was made to one of tbe Lodges I have alluded to, which
(thanks to our Benevolent Fund) was met by a vote of Thirty Guineas ; this
opportune assistance, strengthened by the kindness of friends, has since enabled
a worthy Brother to provide an honourable main tenance for himself and family.

"To wipe all tears from off all faces"* is a task too hard for mortals ; while to
alleviate misfortunes is often within the most limited power ; then surel y from
the sums subscribed in the smallest Lodge an amount might he annually deducted
(say 5s. from each member's subscription) which would be sufficient of itself, if
untouched for three or four years, to form a secu re basis for a " Benevolent Fund ,"
and every Brother would be happy to contribute his mite at starting, for the
advancement of so praiseworthy an object.

Let us for a moment direct our thoughts to that Brother who, in the hou r of
trial and trouble, poor and infirm , received One Guinea from his Lodge ; and now
let us picture him (as he might have been by the aid of a Benevolent Fund) wend-
ing his way home with a light and cheerful heart, blessing the name of M asonry,
and those who in the hour of prosperity had so kindly and Masonically provided
for their Brethren in adversity.

In conclusion , I would say dispense with a banquet or two during the year ; tho
cause ia a noble one, and you will never regre t the little self-abnegation it may



require. Remember, to help the poor, clothe the naked, and feed the hungry, is
our peculiar duty as Masons, and rest assured there are no better means at our
disposal thai! the formation of Benevolent Funds.—I am, Dear Sir and Brother,

11, City Terrace, City Road. Henry A. Isaacs, P.M. No. 247.

MASONIC hospitality;

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FBEEMASONS* MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Dear Sir and Brother,—On Tuesday the l<)th March, being in town, I wen
intending to visit the Canonbury Lodge, 955, accordin g to Book, of Constitutions
(page 72, article A).

Having put aside bu siness matters with that object, changed, my dress to
" Masonic full dress," and gone a distance above a mile, I was somewhat surprised
on presenting myself to be kept on the landing for about ten minutes, without
being allowed even to see inside the c< convenient room." After which a Brother
came to me, to whom I showed a bundle of certificates from E. A.P. upwards to
the R.A., K.T., R*J<, <fec. ; when I was asked, first, "If I knew any Brother
there," and having replied that I was not aware I did, I was then asked, " What
was my object in visiting them ?" and "if I wished to dine with them ?" I felt
somewhat grieved at such questions, but contented myself with saying, "I wished
simply to see their working f  when I was told their business was over, although I
knew, from certain matters known to Masons, they were installing their W. M.
elect. The Brother then retired into the " sanctum sanctorum" which I before
alluded to, without even wishing me good night, inviting me to stay, or even the
slightest courtesy due from one gentleman to another, much less from a Mason to
one of his Brethren .

As we do not manage things after this fashion in Lancashire, perhaps by it
being made known through the Magazine, the Brethren from the N.S.E. and W.
will spare themselves the trouble of going to the Canonbury Tavern until the
Canonbury Lodge say in a like manner that they do not object to receive visitors
from the country or elsewhere.—I am, dear Sir and Brother,

Yours Fraternally,
Manchester, March 7, 1857. A Past Master, R.A., K.T. R>J«, &c.

" The Eire Never Dies Out."—A venerable Mason, upwards of eighty years
of age, Bro. Hosford, of West Poulteney, Y.T., in forwarding his subscription
to a Masonic charity in Philadelphia, says, in a letter enclosing the same :¦—
"I am in ray fiftieth year of Masonry ; I am old, and cannot hear the word , or
see the signs, but I can yet feel the true grip of Masonry ." How significant of
the beauty and durability of Masonic teachings ! Let the senses lose then-
powers and die out, as age conies on, so that we can hear no more the sounds
that were once so welcome to the Masonic ear ; let the eyes grow dim, so that
we can no longer look upon signs and symbols, once so grateful to the Mason's
eye ; yet the grip , even until the life blood is frozen in the veins by the icy
touch of death , remains with us all, until the last nerve is shattered, and we have
passed over the valley. rJ>uly, " the lire never goes out ," aged Brother ; our
hand is in thine, even while we write this, in as pure a commnnion as men ever
knew.
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THE GRAND MASTER/

We regret to hear that the Earl of Zetlend has been labouring under severe
illness ; the last accounts, however, state that he is considerably better, and hopes
are expressed that he will soon be restored to health s ^

ROYAL FREEMASONS' SCHOOL EOR FEMALE CHILD REN.
"We earnestly call the attention of Brethren to the announcement in the first page

of-our advertising space, of the festival in aid of the funds of this most excellent
and truly deserving institution. The list of stewards, with Bro. the Earl of Car-
narvon for President, is a very influential one, and we have every confidence that
a brilliant result will crown the efforts of those who are associated on this occasion.
Nor must we omit to mention the advantage that cannot hut accrue to the charity
from the fact of its claims being advocated by Bro. Lord Panmure, who, after a
long absence from the active duties of Masonry, has kindly consented to preside
at the forthcoming anniversary. The preliminary meeting of the stewards has
been held, and already the arrangements for giving due effect to the celebration
are in a forward state. With regard to the music, we think we can promise a
treat of no mean order, Bro. Horsley (one of the stewards, and a recent acquisition
to our ranks) having volunteered his services and advice, in conjunction with Bro.
P. Crew, the valued Sec. of the school, with a view to promote entire success in
this department. Our fair friends and relatives too, who so materially assist at
these annual re unions, and who by their presence lend to them so much of grace
and refinement, may rely upon their comfort and happiness receiving every study
and attention which the miserable room alloted them will allow. Previously to the
festival, which is fixed for Wednesday, the 13th of May, every Brother who has
not already done so, should make a point of visi ting the school, as we have done,
and examining into its details and management. He will be pleased and delighted
at what, we are sure, will be the unexpected treat afforded him ; and the pleasure
and information derived from his visit, after a short journey from Waterloo Station
to Wandsworth Common, will well repay the time bestowed upon it. Like a
landmark of our ancient Order, the beautiful building rears its head on an emi-
nence, which commands attention and insures support , for we are certain that
those Brethren who are not at presen t subscribers have only to visit it, and they
will, at once, become so.

TEE BOYS' SCHOOL.
Never was a more grati fying festival for any of our charities than that held

in aid of the Boys' School on the 11th ult., under the presidency of our noble
Bro. Lord G oderich, G.S.W* A better chairman for a public dinner it has been



rarely our lot to meet ; his speeches were neat, brief, and appropriate ; the inter-
vals between the toastswell filled up with music, and the result was a most harmo-
nious and orderly meeting, and an addition of £1,200 to the funds of the School ;
notwithstanding his lordship was very meagrely supported by the heads of the
Order. The Earl of Yarborough, D.Gr.M., however, though absent in body,
owing to illness, was present in spirit, and forwarded a most liberal subscrip-
tion, thus evincing the deep interest his lordship continues to take in our
charitable institutions. At the close of the festival, those Brethren who had the
entree joined the ladies in the glee-room, which, as usual, was most inconveniently
crowded, so that it was impossible to listen to the music in comfort, oi\move from
the position first occupied. When will the Brethren take the matter up, and
insist upon better accommodation being afforded to the ladies on the occasion of
these festivals ? This we know, that many of the Brethren are deterred from
serving as stewards to the charities from their determination not to introduce
their ladies into such an utterly comfortless apartment as the glee-room is at the
close of a Masonic festival. The committee have had under their consideration
the appointment of a master and matron to the new schoolhouse ; and we regret to
hear rumours not altogether favourable to the impartiality of one or two members
of the sub •committee appointed to examine the testimonials of the 135 candidates ;
but as the Brother who feels himself more particularly aggrieved has appealed to
the subscribers to the Institution, we shall refrain from doing more than express a
hope, that if any injustice has been committed, it may be speedily remedied. The
balance-sheet for the year ending the 27th of February last we regard as highly
satisfactory. The receipts (including £205. 9s. Id. in the bankers' hands at the
close of the previous year) amounted to £1,733. 2s. 4d. ; and the expenditure,
£988. 9s. 2d. The amount funded was £529. 3s. 9d., leaving a balance at the
bankers' of £215. 9s. 5d. It must be recollected, however, that wi th the increased
expenditure necessarily consequent upon the opening of the school, additional
funds will be required—-a fact which we trust will be borne in mind by th e
Brethren and the Lodges.

ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.

Miss Nightingale paid an unexpected visit to the hospital in Gray 's-Inn-lane,
on Wednesday, 18th March. Miss Nightingale, who was unaccompanied, re-
mained upwards of two hours. She questioned almost every in-patient in the
respective wards, con versed with each nurse, examined the bread and diet
generally, went into the kitchen, storerooms, &c. ; asked innumerable questions
as to the regulations and management of the in -patients' department ; expressed
her admiration of the cleanliness, ventilation, and general comfort of the Sussex
Wing, and the new part of the building adj oining it, opened last year. Miss
Nightingale also inspected the out-patients' new rooms, saw the immense con-
course of out-patients who were in their respective waiting-rooms (male and
female), looked into the dispensary, and remark ed on the facility with which the
app licants obtained advice and medicine ; and before leaving, gave her unqualified
approval of all she had seen and heard. We are sorry to add that the hospital
is j ust now sadly in want of funds , consequent upon the numerous claims made
upon its resources. A Nightingale Wing to this hospital would form an appro-
priate companion to the Sussex Wing—Freemasonry and Female Devotion and
Charity han d in hand. Will any one take the hint, and commence the rai sing of
a fund for such a worthy completion of this noble institution ?



GRAND LODGE.

Quarterly Communication March A, 1857
The Quarterly Comniunication was held on the 4th March, the M.W.G.M. the

Earl of Zetland presiding, supported by Bros. Admiral Sir Lucius Curtis, Prov.
G.M. Hants, as D^ Norfolk, as S.G.W. ;
Thomas Tooke, J.G,W. ; E. J. Bagshaw, Prov. G.M. Essex ; Alexander Dobie,
Prov. G.M. Surrey, and G. Beg. ; Gol. W. Burl ton, P. Prov. G.M. Bengal ;
Lord Panmure, P.S.G.W. ; W. P. Beadon, P.J.G.W. ; Eevs. John E; Cox and
Edward Moore, G. Chaps. ; S. Tomkins, G. Treas. ; W. H. White, G. Sec. ;
Jones, G.S.D ; P. E. White, as G.J.D. ; John Hervey, P.G.S.D. ; Dawkes, G.
Sirpt. of Works; Havers, P.G.J.D. ; J .  N. Tomkins, P.G.J.D. ; G. W. Potter,
P.G.J. D. ; Jennings, G. Dir. of Cer. • Chapman, Assist. G. Dir. of Cerl ;
C. W. Elkington , P.G.S.B.> as G.S.B. ; B, J. Spiers/ P.G,S.B.| Evans, P.G.S.B. •
A. Le Veau, P,G.S.P>. ; John Masson, P.G.S.B. ; George Biggs, P.G.S.B. ;
William Farnneld, Assist. G. Sec;; Edwin Eansford, G. Org. ; Joseph Smith,
G. Pursuivant^ &C. &C.

Grand Lodge having been duly opened,
The Grand Secretary read the rules and orders of the business.
The minutes of Quarterly Comrnunication (3rd December) and Special Grand

Lodge (11th February) were read and confirmed. ¦ ¦» ¦

' OMISSION OF NOTICE.

Bro. H. G. Warren (P.M. No. 202) asked, how it was that Lodges No. 313 and
No. 819 had not received the summonses for the Grand Lodge of Emergency ?

The Assistant Grand Secretary said, that Bro. Warren had called at the office
and given notice of this question, and he had then informed hi in that on looking
over the list from which the circulars were directed, he found that the Lodges in
question were u ticked off" as well as the rest, and he presumed therefore that
they had been sent as well as the rest. (Hear, hear.)

THE CANADIAN RETURN

The Bev. Bro. Portal said, that he did not wish to trouble the Grand Secretary
to write to Canada for the return he had obtained on a previous occasion ,
inasmuch as he had now procured the facts he wanted, in a petition which had
been sent him for presentation to Grand Lodge. The fact appeared to be that out
of thirty-three meetings of the Prov. Grand Lodge since its inauguration only
five had been presided over by the Prov. Grand Master. (Hear, hear.)

The Assistant Grand Secretary said, that the application ordered by Grand
Lodge had been sent off. (Hear, hear.)

RE-ELECTION OF THE EARL 01? ZEALAND AS M.W. GRAND MASTER.

Bro. Bradford proposed the re-election of the Bight Hon. the Earl of Zetland
as M.W. Grand Master for the ensuing year. As the Earl was present upon
the throne, it would ill become him (Bro. B.) to expatiate at any length upon
his varied excellencies at that time. During his presidency, Masonry had
greatly flourished (hear, hear), and he felt sure that Grand Lodge would agree
with him in the proposition of his lordship's re-election, and carry the motion
unanimously. (Loud cheers.) He was glad, on so important an occasion , to
see so many of the Brethren around him agreeing with him in this expression
of his feelings, and as the Grand Master was present, he would simply content
himself with moving the resolution. (Loud applause.)

Bro . Hinxman, G. Steward , seconded the motion .
Bro . C. W. Elkington (on the dais to the left of the Grand Master) : " Most

worshipful Sir,—Having had the honour of knowing Lord Southampton for many
years, and having been present in September, when the name of that noble Brother
was proposed as Grand Master for tho ensuing year, I wrote to inform him of the

top, , in. 2 o



fact, and I will mow read the letter which I received from him upon that
subject." (Hear, hear ; and cries of "No, no !")

[The letter was dated December 13, and his lordship after an apology
for not having sooner answered his letter, said that he was startled and
annoyed very much at his name having been proposed without his haying first
been con sulted ; and that he knew nothing of the matter till the writer had
informed him. Lord Southampton concluded by begging that a notification to
this effect might be made to the Grand Secretary.]

Bro. Warren said : " Most worshipful Grand Master,-—I feel that I have some
reason to complain of the way in which I have been treated on this subject.
I am present to withdraw my nomination of Lord Southampton. (Hear, hear,
and ironical cheerings.) I, too, have had a letter from Lord Southampton,
couched in somewhat different terms, and written in a very different tone
from that which has just been read to Grand Lodge. (Hear, hear ! cheers,
and cries of ' Head, read.') I will read the letter. It is as follows :—

' Whittlebury, Towcester, Dec. 15th, 1856.
'Sir,—-I beg to apologize for not having sooner answered your letter of the

4th December ; I sincerely regret to find that I have been put in nomination as a
candidate for the office of Grand Master, without my sanction having been first
obtained, more especially under existing circumstances. I feel much flattered by
the very kind expressions which you make use of towards me, and by the very
high compliment which you propose to pay me, but I must beg you, for the
present, not to take any further steps in the matter. I am, Sir and Brother,
faithfully yours,

: ¦ , 'Southampton. '
"'On the receipt of that letter, of course I took no further steps in the matter.
(Hear, hear.) Nor did I ever intend to go beyond simply withdrawing the name,
if it was at all objected to ; and I may repeat now what I said when making
the proposition, that it was out of no disrespect towards yourself. (Oh, oh ;
hear, hear and cheers.) I say, it was out of no want of respect towards your
lordship, but simply as a protest against the continual re-election of the same
Brother as Grand Master (hear) ; because I am strongly convinced that an
infusion of new blood, occasionally, is very desirable. (Applause, and cries of
' Question, question. ') This is the question ."

Bro. Dobie begged Grand Lodge not to allow this debate to go on, and expressed
a hope that not a word of it would be recorded upon the min utes. He con-
sidered that it was a great insult to the respected nobleman whose name had been
mentioned, that it should have been brought forward in the Grand Lodge of
England in the way that it had been, He knew him too well to suppose for
one moment that he would give his consent to such proceedings. (Ones of
" Order, order," and confusion.)

A Brother : "Most worshipful Sir,—I rise to order. A Brother was on his
legs, apologizing. (Oh, oh, and No, no.) Well, at any rate, if he was not
apologizing, he was withdrawing the nam e he had proposed, and what right has
the Grand Begistrar to interrupt him in the way he has done?'' (Hear, hear,
and cheers.)

Bro. Warren : " Had I been allowed to proceed I should have concluded long
before this. W hat I wanted to say was, that it would add honour to the dais, and
materially contri bute to the usefulness of the Grand Officers , if they had the
advantage of Fast Grand Masters to whom reference could be made in cases of
difficulty ." (Hear, hear, laughter, and cheers.)

Lord Panmure : " On these occasions, instead of smiling at what occurs, we
should consider wheth er we are not bringing Grand Lodge into discredit. (Hear,
hear.) I am not one of those who would destroy the right of any Brother to
name a fresh Grand Master, and to infuse, if it was thought right, fresh blood into
Grand Lodge every year. The G rand Lodge of Eng lan d diffe rs from the Grand
Lod ge of Sco tland in this essential particular. You have the power annual ly of
re-electing a new Grand Master, if necessary ; whereas we, in Scotland, look
upon our Grand Master as a kind of fixUxre. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) I do



not, of course, object to your power ; but when you have a. Grand Master who
discharges his duties to the Graft with satisfaction to the body, I think it is for
the advantage of the Graft that they should continue to avail themselves of his
experience. But when we are to make a change, I think at least it is due to
Grand Lodge that we should be assured that the individual who is proposed has
given his consent (hear, and cheers), because if every Brother is to be at
liberty, without consulting the person whose name he proposes, what will be the
position of Grand Lodge ? Why, you may some day elect some one to the highest
honour to which, as a Mason, he can attain, who, from circumstances over which
he has no control, or from not taking sufficient interest in the Craft , may refuse to
accept the honour. (Hear, hear.) I think it is not fit that Grand Lodge should
be put in this position . I think therefore, reserving to every Brother the right
to nominate any Brother he may think proper, he should always be asked this
question, whether he had the consent of the Brother whom he nominated, and
whether, if elected, that Brother would fill the chair ?" (Hear, hear.)

Bro. Aria said, the question before Grand Lodge was the election of Grand
Master, aud it was but an ill compliment that Bro. Warren , when about to state
the course which circumstances had compelled him to take, should have been
interrupted as he had been by the Grand Registrar. The worthy Brother was
interrupted by calls of uHear, hear," and " Order ! order ! 5V

Bro. Havers said : for one moment he would claim attention, but Grand Lodge
would not hear him.

The Grand Master being appealed to, said that he was loth to interrup t a
Brother on such a question as that which was now before Grand Lodge, but he
should be glad if he would keep to the point .

Sir Lucius Ourtius then, as acting D.G.M., put the question with the usual
formalities, and the M.W. the G.M was duly elected P.G.M. for the ensuing year,
with three dissentients.

The "Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland was then duly proclaimed, and saluted in
the ancient form.

The Most Worshipful the Grand Master then returned thanks in the following
terms : e< I assure you I find it difficult to express my feelings on this occasion,
when you have, in so highly flattering a manner, placed me again in this position.
I am not at all unaware of the many disqualifications which I possess. (No, no.)
I feel that I have not now that activity which I had some years ago, and I feel,,
also, that I have now a much more difficult task to perform. (Hear, hear.) At
the same time, I have received from you such continual support, and have been
so often re-elected to this chair, and in so flatterin g a manner, that, however
difficult I may find it, I will, to the best of my ability, continue to serve you so
long as I can continue to do so with advantage to the cause of Masonry, and do
my duty satisfactorily to the Craft . (Applause.) In reviewing the state of
Masonry in this country since this time last year, I think we have great cause for
congratulation. (Hear, hear.) The number of Lodges is continually increasing
in this country from year to year, and the number of certificates granted show
that Masonry is increasing, and has been increasing, in a progressive ratio, for
several years past . But not only is Masonry increasing in this country, it is also
flourishing in oth er parts of the w orld, such as India, Australia, and other
colonies. From those places I am pleased to say that no complaints whatever
have been received as to the ruling of Grand Lodge. (Loud applause.) On the
contrary (renewe d cheers), last year the worth y Brother, now present, front
Western Australia, where Masonry is increasing and flourishing to a great extent,
had a very long interview with me on the subject of Masonry in that part of the
globe ; the suggestions which I then made have since been carried into effect,
and have, I believe, given complete satisfaction. (Cheers.) But , Brethren, there
is one part of our Colonial possessions, upon which we cannot look with so much
satisfaction—I mean Canada. (Hear.) That subj ect has had my long and deep
consideration ; and I think I sh all consul t the convenience of Grand Lodge, and
I hope I may take away some of tho asperi ty of fooling which I regret to find now
exists, by stating to you the result of the long and anxious consideration which I
have given to the subj ect , (A pplause.) ' It is a subj ect which not only affects



the Grand Lodged of England, but also the numerous and flourishing Lodges iri
Canada, X am therefore anxious that my observations should be completely
"understood ; and in order to prevent any mismiderstanding, I have made copious
notes, from which I shall now state to you the course I shall adopt ."

STATEMENT OF THE X^EAKD MASTER WITH RESPECT TO THE CANADIAN LODGES,

The Grand Master said : " Brethren, I regret, as much as any one, the present
position of affairs, and I frankly confess that the Canadian Brethren do not com-
plain without some degree of truth, and that they have not altogether received at
our hands that consideration which they had reason to expect. (Hear, hear.)
I do not, however, see any advantage which could arise from reopening the
subject on its merits. Our chief object now is to amend our past shortcomings,
and endeavour to keep matters moving more smoothly for the future. (Hear, hear.)
I am bound to say, however, that I was not acquainted with the whole state of
affairs relating to Canada West when I addressed Grand Lodge on a former occa-
sion. (Hear, hear.) There has been some confusion with respect to the so-called
'independent ' Grand Lodge, and the Prov. Grand Lodge of Canada. With the
former I need hardly say that we can have nothing whatever to do, (Hear, hear.)
They have thrown off their allegiance to the Grand Lodge of England, and that
without even returning the warrants which they hold under it. It was to them
that I applied the term 'rebels,' and I think Grand Lodge will agree with me that
I do not unjustly apply that term. (Hear, hear.) Since my former address
on this subject , I have carefully reconsidered it. I have now given it the best
attention in my power (cheers), and the conclusion at which I have arrived is that
I may, without a.ny sacrifice of the privileges with which I am invested as Grand
Master, make such concessions to them as shall meet their wants and satisfy them.
In order that I may be understood, I must call your attention to the requests
made in the petition. The first was for the power to elect their own Prov. Grand
Master ; the second, that they should retain all fees of every sort and kind ;
thirdly, that their Prov. Grand Master should grant warrants for new Lodges ;
fourthly, that he should be empowered to appoint subordinate Prov. Grand
Masters ; fifthly, that the Grand Lodge of England should still retain a supervising
power. This, it will be at once perceived, if granted, would make them to all
intents and purposes an ind ependent Grand Lodge (hear, hear), to which I need
hardly say we could not give our consent, as it would be a subversion of the
constitutions of Freemasonry, and such a demand could only of course be met by a
distinct negative, as I wish to maintain in my own person, and to hand to my
successor, the prerogatives of my office in their integrity. As far as I am personally
concerned, the appointment of officers is an irksome, unenviable task (hear, hear,
hear) ; but although, as representing the Grand Lodge of England, I am as anxious
now as I was then to maintain the privileges of Grand Master intact, because I
think it conducive to the welfare of the Craft that I should do so, I am, never-
theless, of opinion, that I can satisfy their desires without any sacrifice of my
privileges. (Loud applause.) The Canadian Masons contend that they have
ample mean s of determining who would best serve their interests and the interests
of Masonry as their Prov. Grand Master, while I, at this distan ce, have not the
same favourable opportunity. (Hear.) Brethren, I feel that there is force in that
remark (applause), and taking that into consideration, I am prepared to say that I
will consider the propriety of appointing as Prov. Grand Master of Canada West
any Brother whom they shall report to me as most acceptable to themselves.
(Loud cheers.) They may do this, if they desire it, either in the form of a
resolution of Prov. Grand Lodge, or in such other mode as they shall think proper.
Such nomination will be subject only to my approval ; and I shall not wi thhold
my approval from any Brother so recommended unless for weighty reasons, which
I shall be prepared to state and justify. In making this concession, I only
announce my personal intention ; I do not propose to consent to any alteration of
the laws. (Hear, hear.) In nominating as Prov. Grand Master the Brother
recommended by the Prov. Grand Lodge, I shall do so of my own free will and
accord ; and though I,set the example, I shall not consent to bind my successors.
(Hear, hear.) As regards the question of fees, that is a matter of secondary



moment. Monetary considerations, I trust, will neveFInfluence us in our dealings
with our Canadian Brethren. The fees at present payable are—-

¦ ¦ : . ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ ¦ .
¦ ¦¦ ' ¦': ¦¦ ¦¦ ;¦ .; • . . * ¦ ¦ . / ¦  : - ^

;. £. s. d. ¦
Registration ' ¦... ¦ ' .? •> •• .. 0 10 0

(Of which half goes to the Prov. Grand Lodge.)
Certificates .. .. .. .. .. ' / . .  ,0 6 6

Total received by us . / .. 0 11 6

The scale of fees which I propose is as follows :—
¦ . ¦ <£. s. d.

Begistration and Certificate combined .. .. 0 7 6

This is a' - diminution* of 4s., and the whole scale of fees would stand thus :-—
• . - ¦ w. S. CI.

Begistration and Certificate (London) .. . . 1 7  6
Ditto ditto (Country) .. .. 0 17 6
Ditto ditto (Canada) .. ' . . . . ' ¦ 0 7 6

Fees to the Benevolent Fund :—
' . ' : . . . . -• £. s. d.

London .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 4 0
Country .. .. .. . '.' • '¦ ., .. 0 2  0
Canada .. .. .. .. .. — - ' (Nil.). ¦'

(Loud cheers.)

I have already provided for the issue of blank certificates in such numbers as will
prevent complaints on that score, while, as regards the issue of warrants, such a
powerv or one equivalent to it, has always been exercised by the Prov. Grand
Masters of Colonial Lodges ; for they have hitherto granted dispensations for
holding new Lodges, the warrants for which are never refused. This is a matter,
however, which I confess may be left to the Colonial Board. (Cheers.) Some
representations have reached me on the subject of subdividing the districts, which
I am inclined to consider. I think it would be advisable, after consulting with
the Brethren on the spot, so to subdivide the districts, and to appoint Prov. Grand
Masters over them, that no Lodge shall be at too great a distance from its Prov.
Grand Lodge. There is one point more to which I must refer, and that is, the
request with respect to the appointment of the Masters of those Prov . Grand
Lodges, which is and must remain in the hands of the Grand Master, j ust as the
appointment of the Officers of a private Lodge is and must ever remain in the
hands of the Worshipful Master thereof. (Hear.) I shall subdivide the districts,
and shall not be slow in listening to the expressed wishes of the Brethren as to
the appointment of Prov. Grand Masters who will be acceptable to them. (Hear,
hear.) I may now remark, that these have been my expressed determinations
ever since January last, in proof of which, if it were necessary, I could appeal to
at least one worthy Brother now present (hear), and who heard me express the
conclusion at which I had arrived on the subject so far back as the 3rd of January .
(Hear, hear.) I believe that by this concession I shall not diminish those powers
and privileges which I have received from you. My object has been to preserve
those privileges, but not from any personal motives. (Applause,) If the Cana-
dian Masons remain in allegiance to us, it is quite as much to their advantage as
it is to ours (applause), and I believe that the plan I have now stated will be satis-
factory to them (hear, hear) and to you. (Renewed applause.) I thought it better
to mention these things now, as it would bring the matter to an amicable termina-
tion, and spare Grand Lodge protracted discussions. (Hear, hear.) Such are my
general principles, and the details may safely be left to the Colonial Board.
(Cheers.) I tr ust that ju stice has now been done, and must repeat my regret that
the matter has not been settled before . (Hear.) I know that I may rely with
full confidence upon you for that support which you have never yet withheld from



me in. .my. endeayour to discharge my duty to the best of my ability." (Loud
applause.)

&EAND TREASUREE.

Bro. Barratt proposed, and Bro. Roxburgh seconded, Bro. Tomkins as Grand
Treasurer. That worthy Brother was duly elected, and proclaimed with great
solemnity by Bro. Chapman.

BOABD OF GENERAL PUEPOSES.
The election of a memher of the Board of General Purposes, in the room of

Bro. F. Burges, deceased, was the next business. The only nomination was Bro.'
Edward Roberts, W.Mv of Lodge No. 914, New Swindon, who Was duly elected .

BOARD OF BENEVOLENCE.
This report being brought up, recommending the grant of three sums of £50,

two of £30, and one of £100, to distressed Brethren or their widows, was considered
and approved, with the exception of one of the votes of £50 being increased
to £100.

The report concluded by stating that there was a balance in hand of £200. It
was ordered to be entered upon the minutes .

THE KING- OE HANOVEE.

The Grand Master stated he had been official ly informed of the initiation of the
King of Hanover into the Order by a Worshipful Brother, whom he had directed
to attend upon the occasion, as the representative of the Grand Lodge of England.
He held in his hand a letter from that Worshipful Brother, giving an account of
that initiation, which ought to be entered upon the minutes, he thought. (Hear.)

In reply to Bro. Aria,
The Grand Master said the letter contained no allusion whatever to the reported

exclusion of the Jews from the Hanoverian Lodges.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES.

This report was then read . It was as follows :—
To the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of England.

The Board of General Purposes beg, in accordance with the resolution of the
Special Grand Lodge on the 19 th November, to recommend that the following
alteration be made in the Law relating to the General Committee at page 20 of
the " Book of Constitutions :" after the words ( i  shall meet," instead of ie on the
Wednesday immediately preceding each Quarterly Communication," insert " on
the last Wednesday in January, July, and October, and in April on the Thursday
next after the last Wednesday."

And also to order, " That in future, Reports, Communications, or Documents,
approved or rejected at one meeting of Grand Lodge be not read in arlenso, with
the minutes at the next Grand Lodge, excepting when called for by any Brother
with a view of founding some motion thereon ."

The Board beg to report, that a complaint was preferred by tho Lodge of
Benevolence against the W.M. of the Eastern Star Lodge, "No. 112, which had
recommended the petition of Brother Charles Hamond, late a member thereof , for
relief, which Brother attended at the meetings of the Lodge of Benevolence in
December and January ; but in consequence of the non-attendance of the W.M.,
or any other member of the Lodge as required by the Laws, the case of the
petitioner could not be taken into consideration.

The Worshipful Master attended the Board pursuant to summons, together
with his Senior Warden, and stated that he was not Master at the time, but that
the last M aster, Bro. E. U. Gardner, who had signed the recommendation, did
attend on the first occasion ; but in consequence of tho serious illness of his
Broth er, he was compelled to quit before the petition of Bro. Hamon d was called
on. Upon the second occasion some very urgent business prevented his leaving
home. The present Master promised that due attention should bo paid to tho



case at the next meeting of the Lodge of Benevolence. Under these circum-
stances the Board has deferred passing any vote on the subject, until they shall be
informed of the result of the next meeting of the Lodge of Benevolence.

(Signed) A. Dobie,,
Zith February , 1857. Presiderd ,

The above report was adopted, and ordered to be entered upon the minutes.
Bro. Dobie made the formal motion necessary to give effect to the suggestion

therein made, that documents, &c, be not read in extenso, &c. It was only
just, he said, to Bro. Warren, to say that the suggestion came to him (Bro. Dobie)
in consequence of one of his (Bro. Warren's) notices of motion. (Hear, hear.)
He thought this was a recommendation which it would be obviously for the
advantage of Grand Lodge to have adopted and carried into effect. (Hear, hear.)

Bro. Warren seconded the motion with much pleasure, and said that he did not
expect to have received such a compliment. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) He was
glad to see the Board of General Purposes admit that, for once, he was in the
right. (Laughter, and cheers.)

The question was then put, and carried unanimously.
Bro. Portal asked. -if Bro. Dobie was going to omit the recommendation in the

first paragraph of the report ?
Bro. Dobie said he had no resolution on the subject. It was not brought

forward by him, and it would not be unanimously agreed to if put, as it would
interfere with the report of the Board of Benevolence to the Board of Masters.

Bro. Portal : " Then I move it. (Hear.) The country Masons should know
what is going on in Grand Lodge, and this can only be secured by sending to the
country Lodges a paper of the business to be brought forward. They need not
insist on the report of the last meeting of the Board of Benevolence passing
through the Board of Masters at all. Practically it did not pass through the
Board of Masters at present. The provincial Masons ought to have the same
privilege as the London Masons of knowing what was going on."

Bro. Allan Herbert seconded the motion, and expressed his cordial concurrence
in the observations that had fall en from the Bev. Bro. Portal.

Bro. Roxburgh admitted that it was desirable to study the interests of country
Lodges> but he did not wish that to be done at the expense of the London
Lodges, whose interests he did not wish to see altogether sacrificed for the sake of
the provincial Brethren. He objected, also, to the perpetual tinkering at their
laws, which Grand Lodge had recently seemed disposed to keep up. (Hear, hear.)
In making alterations absolutely required, they must consider their Constitutions
as a whole. (Applause.) The alteration now proposed at page 20 would in
fact take away five weeks out of the thirteen which they had to consider what
should be brought before Grand Lodge; and if a matter occurred within four
weeks' before Grand Lodge, they would not be able to move in it for five months.
The consequence of the proposed alterations would be to make their laws con-
tradictory. He had the greatest desire that the Brethren in the country should
know what was going on, but he contended that these alterations should be made
with consistency and with regularity. He proposed as an amendment ;— " That the
fi rst paragraph of the Board of General Purposes, which refers to the alterations
to be made in the Book of Constitutions, be referred to the Board of General
Purposes, with the recommendation that they should consider the effect whi ch
such a change would have on the Constitutions generally." (Hear, hear.)

Bro. Binckcs said, he could not bring to the discussion of this question such
legal acumen as Bro. Roxburgh, but he thought he could show that the
objections urged by that Brother were of little real value or weight. There would
bo some inconvenience to London members to wait five weeks, but this would
only occur once, viz., when the change firs t came into operation ; and even if it
occurred every quarter, eight weeks out of the thirteen afforded quite sufficient
time for Brethren to settle what questions should be brought before Gran d Lodge,
except in a case of emergency. The inconvenience to the London Lodges was tar
outweighed by the convenience to the country Brethren, who formed after all so
large a proportion of the Craft in this country (hear, hear) ; and he thought that the



country Brethren ought to hav e ample opportunity of being made acquainted with
the - subjects proposed for discu ssion in Grand Lodge. (Hear, hear.) This being
done, they could discuss those ques tions in their Lodges, and depute some well-
qualified Brother to come to town, and give utterance to their opinions. Five
weeks were not too long a period to carry these arrangements into effect. (Hear,
hear.) The advantages derived by the country Brethren from such an arrange-
ment a,s that which was now proposed, would be far more than an equivalent for
any inconvenience which could be experienced by the London Brethren. He
concluded by declaring that Bro. Boxburgh's objections must fall to the ground.

Bro. Aria thought that the information should be communicated to the London
and coun try Lodges contemporaneously.

Bro. Savage thought this was a serious matter, and they should not divide upon
it without due deliberation. He thought that there was much weight in the objec-
tions urged by Bro. Roxburgh. For five weeks they would be tied up, however im-
portant the nature of the questions they might wish to bring before Grand Lodge.
(Hear5 hear.) He could not support the amend ment either, because it implied the
principle that the Board of Benevolence must make their reports to the Board of
Masters, which is not required by the Book of Constitutions. The Board of
Masters was closed long before these recommendations were come to, and therefore,
how could they be reported ? (Hear, hear.)

Bro. Havers thought that the Board of General Purposes should reconsider the
question, and send it back to Grand Lodge in a form in which it would he likely
to be agreed to.

Bro . Gregory, while fully acquiescing in the importance of communicating to
the country Brethren the business which it was intended to bring on in Grand
Lodge, thought the present motion would involve them in a serious difficulty.

Bro. Benson alluded to the " tinkering " with the laws and constitutions of
Masonry, to which reference had been made, and said that the only difference
between the Grand Registrar 's " tinkering " and the " tinkering " ¦ of oth er
Brethren was, that the Grand Registrar had taken a piece of tin or some better
metal than other Brethren were " tinkering " with. (Laughter.) What could
be easier than to alter two or three words in section 8, page 26 ? He himself
submitted that it was quite out of place for Grand Lodge to throw aside, on the
motion of any individual Brother, the report of the Board of General Purposes,
which ought to be adopted ; and if Grand Lodge was to lay down a law against
u tinkering," let the Grand ^Registrar and Bro. Boxburgh fight that matter out
together. (Hear, hear, and laughter.)

The question being put, the amendment was declared to be carried.

11BP0RT OE THE COLONIAL BOARD.

On the motion of the Bev. Bro, Westall, the following report was taken as
read :—

To the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accep ted Masons of England.
The Colonial Board beg to present the following Report upon the M.W. Grand

Master's communication relative to Colonial Lodges and Brethren :—
1st. The M.W. Grand Master states, that "representations have been mad e

to him by memorials and otherwise from Lodges and Brethren in Rome of the
colonies, as to the great inconvenience experienced by them, owing to the
inevitable do lay in obtaining Grand Lodge cer tificates, which occup ies in som e
cases twelve months ; and further , some thinking that the interests of the Graft in
such colonies would be greatly promoted, if power were given to them to nomi-
nate at stated periods their own Prov. Grand Masters, subject to the approval of
the M.W. Grand Master."

2nd. The M.W. Grand Master further states, " that he has taken these
several matters into his consideration, and afte r the most mature deliberation, is
of opinion that some remedies ought to be applied to meet the alleged incon-
venien ces."

3rd. The M.W. Grand Master is of opinion that the same measure of relief
Should apply to all District Grand Lodges without distinction.



4th . The M.W. Grand Master proposes that the registration fee for every
newly-initiated Brother be 7s. 6d., which will entitle the Brother to a Grand Lodge-
certificate ; the registration fee for j oining Brethren to remain at 2s. 6d. That
each Lodge shall make a return to Grand Lodge annually, together with the
amount of dues payable, unless there be a District Grand Master, in which case
the payment may be made to him or to his Deputy,, to be by him transmitted to
London. That the District Grand Master shall be supplied with blank forms of
certificates for distribution.

5th. With a view to remedy ing the grievance relative to the appointing of the
District Grand Masters, the M.W. Grand Master proposes that every third year
an account should be furnished him by every District Grand Lodge of their pro-
ceedings and transactions, on receipt of which he will determine whether the
interests of the Graft would he best promoted by the continuance in offic e of the
District Grand Master, and the decision of the M.W. Grand Master will be com-
municated to the District Grand Lodge.

6th . The Board is of opinion that the remedies proposed by the M.W. Grand
Master, as regards the payment of fees arid issuing of certificates, are satisfactory,
but they would recommend the attachment to the latter of the seal of the District
Grand- Lodge, as well- - , as the counter-signatures of the District Grand Lodge
authorities.

7th . The Board regrets that it cannot express its approval of the proposal
relative to District Grand Rasters, as affording a remedy for the grievance
complained of, since it only involves the exercise of a power which has already
been vested by the Constitutions in the M.W. Grand Master , and which the
Grand Lodge is bound to suppose has hitherto been exercised with all the vigi-
lance which is demanded by Ms high responsibility.

3th . With regard to the Brethren in Canada West, the Board find that there
is a special grievance complained of, viz. : that while they have no voice in the
election of the M.W. Grand Master of England, they have no control over the
conduct of their own District Grand Master, and that while they are themselves
best qualified to select fit persons for that important post, Brethren have been
appointed by an authority altogether external to them, who have not possessed
their confidence, and who have neglected their interests ; and that Masonry has,
in consequence, suffered much damage,

9th . The Board does not consider that these grievances would be remedied
by the transmission to England, once in three years, of the minutes of the District
Grand Lodge.

10th. In accordance, therefore, with the precedent affo rded by the G ran d
Lodge of England, the Board unanimously directs that a meeting of the District
Grand Lodge of Canada West should be held annually, on the first Wednesday
in December, at which nominations should be made by ballot of Brethren to
fill the Office of District Grand Master. That of these names not more than
three (having the largest number of votes) should be forth with transmi tted to
the M.W. Grand Master, with the number of votes given to each . That he
shall, within a month after the receipt of such list, appoint one of them to
the Office of District Grand Master, and the installation shall take place on
the first Wednesday in March. If no appointment shall have been received by
the Prov. Grand Secretary at that time, the Brother having the greatest number
of votes shall be so installed, and shall be considered, to all intents and purposes,
to have been appointed by the M.W. Gran d Master.

11th. The Board further recommends that with a vi ew to the better represen-
tation of the Prov . Grand Lodge of Canada West, in the Grand Lodge of Eng land ,
the said Prov. Grand Lodge should be permitted to appoint a representative in
the Grand Lodge of England, subject to the same conditions, and having tho
same rank as the representative of a Foreign Grand Lodge.

The Board cannot conclude this report on the communication of the M.W.
Grand Master wi thout expressing its deep sense of the carefu l consideration given
by him to the subjects treated of, whilst, at the same time, they feel bound to
express a unanimous opinion that nothing but the prompt concession of the
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points they have recommended will be accepted by the Canadian Lodges, or avail
to remedy the unhappy discontent at present existing*

Referring to an application received from Canada^ West, and under present
circumstances, the Board unanimously recommends the Grand Lod ge not to
recognize the Grand Lodge of Canada West.

(Signed) William Burlton",
Prov. P.G.M. Bengal. P.M. Kos. 97, 126, 552, and 590,

Freemasons'H all, 6th Feb. 1857. Chairman .

THE MARK DECREE.
Bro. H. G. Warren asked the Grand Master whether he was aware that

notwithstanding Grand Lodge had decided against the Mark Degre
in Lodges holding under them, it was constantly so given in our Colonial Lodges,
and that the practice of the Degree in those Lodges was sanctioned by the
Provincial Grand Masters ? lie had, through the Grand Secretary, given his
lordship notice of this question.

^ 
The Grand Master assured Bro. Warren that he had not recei ved such

information from the Grand Secretary.
The Grand Secretary said, Bro. Warren's notice got mislaid amongst his

papers!!/! (Hear, hear, and laughter.)
The subject dropped> with the understanding that the G.M, had received no

offi cial information on this subj ect.

THE COLONIAL BOARD.
The Colonial report was then received and ordered to be entered upon the

minutes.
Bro. Colonel Burlton moved that the report be adopted.
Bro. Harvey Boys seconded this motion.
After some discussion.
The Rev. Bro. Portal moved an amendment—"That the report be adopted as

far as parag raph VI., and tha t the remainder be left to the G.M. to carry out."
Bro. the Lord Panmure seconded this motion, and said : u I have a deeper interest

than perhaps any Brother present in seeing peace restored between the Canadian
Lodges and this Grand Lodge, because I can never forget that I was initiated
into the Order in Canada, and one never forgets his mother Lodge. (Applause.)
I have seen with great pain, the gradual alienation which has been going on ; but
what has been passed this evening, I think, they will receive with satisfaction., and
it will lead to a reconciliation. The motion of my friend Bro. Portal is honour-
able to his character as a Mason, and as a restorer of peace amongst Masons."
(Loud applause.)

Bro. Colonel Burlton said nothing would give greater satisfaction to himself
and to other members of the Colonial Board than such a motion, which seemed so
likely to lead to an amicable adjustment of the question. (Loud applause.)

Bro. Portal 's amendment was then agreed to amidst loud cheers.

A CANADIAN PETITION,
Bro. Portal presented a petition from Canada West, entering into a statement

of their grievances, which he said, under the circumstances, he would not enter
into. At the same time he wished to call attention to the fact, that the Prov.
Grand Secretary of Canada expressed an earnest wish that the peti ti on should ho
answered by the May Communication, when there would be a Prov. G rand Lodge.
He would move, therefore, that the petition be referred to the Colonial Board for
consideration, in conj unction with the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, and
that such an answer may be returned as shall appear most consistent with the
interests of the Masonic Grder. (Cheers.)

Bro. Roxburgh seconded this motion.
The Grand Master expressed his concurrence in it, and trusted that there would

be ne difficulty in his agreeing with the recommendations of the Colonial Board.
But this must be tak en as an excoptional case. (Hear.) It was quite an unpre-
cedented mode of dealing with a petition, that it should be referred to the Colonial



Board, in conjunction with the Grand Master. It must not be taken as a precedent,
but as an exceptional ease only justified by circumstances.

The Grand Master put the motion in the following form •-—''That, in con-
sequence of the emergency of the ease, the petition be referred to the Colonial
Board, to be taken into their careful consideration, and that they, in conjunction
with the Grand Master, shall return such answer as they may conceive the interests
of Masonry require.,,

Carried imanimously.
STRANaERS AT MASONIC FESTIVALS.

Bro. Warren moved •.—-"That in future no person not being a member of the
Craft be allowed to dine at any of the Masonic FestiVals.'* He said : " I believe
the Brethren are generally aware that this in some measure alludes to the
practice of introducing to the table at our Masonic festivals gentlemen as singers
who are not members of the Craft, thereby leading the Brethren unconsciously to
do wrongj by making allusions to matters affecting the Craft which ought not to
be alluded to in the presence oi strangers. This is another point on which I feel
I may fairly ask and expect the support of the Grand Registrar (hear, and
laughter), whose attention I beg to call to rule 11, page 22, of the Book of
Constitutions. (Hear, hear.) That rule says :—. < There shall be a Masonic festival,
annually, on the Wednesday next following St. George's Day, which shall be
dedicated to Brotherly love and refresh ment, and to which all regular Masons may
have access, on providing themselves with tickets from the Grand Stewards of the
year. No private Lodge within the London district shall have a Masonic feast on
the day of the grand .festival. *' ' I submit that the words ' all Masons ' are super-
fluous, if other persons may sit down. (Hear.) This motion is chiefly addressed
to the musical profession • but if gentlemen of one profession may be presen t, there
is no reason why gentlemen in other professions should be excluded, (Hear, hear.)
There are, moreover, so many excellent and efficient musical Brethren connected
wi th the Craft , that it is not necessary to introduce any who do not belong to our
Order." (Hear, hear.)

Bro. Dobie : " There are the ladies !"
Bro. Warren : " The ladies do not sit down at the table with us, and they do not

come into the gallery till after dinner . I have served as Steward to the charities,
and have called the. attention of the other Stewards to the question. On the last
occasion the Grand Stewards did take notice of it, but that is the only time, in tho
course of four years, that I could get the Stewards to do so. Therefore it is that
I have thought it necessary to bring the matter before Grand Lodge. About three
years ago, at one of the Masonic festivals, a ticket was sent to a Brother who was
proprietor of one of the daily papers, and that Brother sent one of his reporters,
who was not a Mason, to take a note of the proceedings at the festival. His
presence was, however, objected to, on the ground of his not being a Mason , and
I supplied an account myself. (Hear.) If they admitted musical gentlemen not
Masons, they ought to admit reporters not Masons ; they were inconsistent in
making a distinction between one profession and another in such a matter."

Bro. Binekes seconded the motion, on the ground that the admission of stranger.s
amongst the Brethren at the festivals was productive of evil , as the Brethren
might he inadvertently led to make use of words and signs in the presence of such
strangers, which ought carefully to be concealed . (Hear, hear.)

The motion was agreed to.

REPORTING THE PROCEEDINGS OF GRAND LODGE.

The Most Worshipful the Grand Master then said, there was a point to which
he wished to call the attention of the Brethren hefore they separated. He had
seen a Brother taking a note of the proceedings throughout tbe whole of the eve-
ning. (Hear.) He had sent a message to that Brother, asking for what pur-
pose he was so taking notes, and the reply was, that they were for the Freemasons'
Magazine. (Hear, hear,) Now, he wished to remind that Brother and G rand
Lodge that the Fr eemasons' Magazine was not a publication officially recognized by
Grand Lodge, and that, moreov er, they had some years since laid down a rule



that there should be owe authorized reporter present^ and that no other Broth er
should be allowed to take notes of the proceedings, and only so much should be
published as was authorized by the Grand Master. He must therefore request
that, for the future, this regulation might be attended to;

Grand Lodge was then adj ourned in due form.
^¦̂ — i ¦¦¦¦ —^

[Nothing can equal the ingratitude of human nature ! Neither 'th e. - ills., done to
the Canadas, nor the somewhat dilatory and involuntary remedy at last proposed
for them, would have been known or obtained but for us ; yet here is the Grand
Master repudiating the very medium which will carry the tidings of justice to
Canada, long before his own officials. Whence did the spirit of improvement,
now rife amongst us, first draw breath, we boldly ask, but in the pages of the
Freemasons* Magazine I America and England, however, both appreciate our
efforts, whatever the G.M. may do. His opposition will be the finest stimulus to
our circulation, we can assure him, which we could possibly desire, so we do not
feaiv but welcome it.^ED^^

FEEEMASONS, BOYS5 SCHOOL.
The annual festival of the supporters of this school took place at the Free-

masons' Tavern, on the 11th March, and more than ordin ary exertions had been
made to secure a good attendance, owing to the circumstance of a school-house
having just been bought, and which it is designed to open in March next. The
chair was taken by the B.W. Bro. Lord Goderich, G.S.W., who was supported
by Bro. Sir Lucius Curtis, Prov. G.M. of Hampshire ; Bro. Fleming, Prov. G.M.
of the Isle of Wight;  Bro. the Bev. J. E. Cox, G. Chap. ; Bro. Spiers, P.G.S.B.,
and Dep. Prov, G.M. for Oxfordshire ; Bro. Jno. Hervey, P.G.D. ; Bro. Forstei
White, P.G.D. ; Bro. Giraud, P.G.D. ; Bro. Le Veau, P.G.S.B. ; Bro. Potter,
P.G.S.B. ; and about 250 of the Brethren ranged under the banners of the re-
spective Stewards.

At the con clusion of the dinner, which was excellently served,
The B.W. Chairman rose to propose a toast, which he was sure required no

preface—Y<r The Health of Her Majesty the Queen." On this occasion he was sure
they would not only drink the toast with that enthusiasm with which H'er
Majesty's name was always received by Englishmen, as a model of a wife, a
woman, and a queen, but it would receive additional zest from the interest which
Her Majesty had always taken in the prosperity of the institution. He therefore
asked them to drink to the "Health of Her Maj esty, the patroness of the Free-
masons' Boys' School." (Cheers.)

The B.W. Chairman next proposed the " Health of H. B. H. Prince Albert,
Albert Prince of Wales, and the rest of the royal family." H. B. H. the Prince
of Wales was the son of a Mason ; and he trusted, when he was old enough, His
Boyal Highness would come amongst them as one of the Craft. (Cheers.)

The B.W. Chairman would now call on the Breth ren to drink the "Heal th of
the M.W.G.M., the Bight Hon . the Earl of Zetland. " It would be unnecessary,
and indeed almost impertinent, were he to occupy their time at any length in
dilating on the good qualities of the noble earl as a Mason , or his virtues in
private life. Those who had had the opportunity of coining in contact with the
Grand Master were well acquainted with his zeal for the Order, his urbanity, and
the dign ity with which he presided over Masonic affa irs (cheers) ; whilst those
who knew him in private life were con vinced that kindliness of heart wns the
guiding principle of his nature . He begged them to drink to the health of their
" Illustrious Gran d Master." (Loud applause.)

The B.W. Chairman would next call upon them to drink "Th e Health of the
K.W.D.G.M. the Earl of Yarborough , and the rest of the Grand Officers, past and
present." They had again to regret the absence of the Earl of Yarborough in con-
sequence of the state of his health . The noble earl, however, con tinued to take
the liveliest interest in the Boys' School, as was evinced by the handsome donation



he had sent them, £10.10s. as an annual subscription to the general funds, and
£50 to the building fund. (Cheers.) He would couple with the toast the name
of " The Bey. Bro. J. E. Cox, Grand Chaplain.?v

The B.W. Bro. Eev. J. E. Cox begged to return them the most cordial thanks
of the Earl of Yarborough and the other Grand Officers for the compliment paid
them. With regard to the Earl of Yarborough, though unable to be amongst them
that evening, he was happy to say that his health was improving (cheers), and he
was sure the noble earl would at all times be happy to jo in, as far as possible, in
promoting the peace and harmony of the Craft, and the prosperity of its cha-
rities. (Cheers.) N -

After a song from Miss Messent, which was encored,
The Be v. Brother again rose and said, he had great pleasure in proposing a toast,

which he felt assured would be cordially received^ '' The Health of their excellent
and esteemed Chairman." (Cheers.) It was quite unnecessary for hirii to dilate
on the manner in which his lordship filled the chair, as they would be enabled to
estimate that for themselves. (Cheers.) It afforded him the greatest satisfaction
to see his lordship presiding over them, and displaying the interest he took in the
Boys' School, in conimon with the other charities. (Cheers.) He was sure their
B.W. Bro. Lord Goderich could not better have evinced the interest he took in
Ereemasonry than by his patronage of the Boys' School, over which he had that
evening presided. The toast was drunk amidst loud applause.

The B.W. Chairman was extremely grateful for the kind manner in which his
health had been proposed, and the exceedingly cordial manner in which it had
been received by the Brethren; He could assure them that lie felt he had not
done more in presiding over their meeting that evening than they had a right
to expect from him in the position he held. He was extremely glad to find him-
self able to be present that evening, and preside over th e festival of one of th e
most valuable institutions connected with Freemasonry. He felt that he should
not be worthy of the office he had had the honour to receive fro m the hands of the
Grand Master had he refused to occupy the chair, when requested to do so, of
such a valuable and excellent Masonic charity. (Cheers.) He was aware that it
would have been extremely easy to find an abler chairman (" No, no "), but
they could not so easily have found one with more desire or greater zeal to serve
the cause of the charity. (Cheers.) He begged once more to retu rn them his
grateful thanks for th eir kindness. Such manifestation s as they had expressed
towards him that evening could not be otherwise than most gratifying to a young
Mason like himself, and he hoped he should never give them cause to regret their
kindness. (Cheers.)

Bro. the Bev. J. E. Cox said, he had the honour to presen t to his lordsh ip, for some
mark of his approbation , those boys who had particularly distinguished themselves
at the recent exami nations. He, however, regretted much to have to state one
circumstance to him which he wished to have made known to the members of
the Craft general ly. He regretted to say, that he had not, on examining the boys,
found them as proficient on this as they had shown themselves to be on former
occasions. Last year, indeed, that want of proficiency had been so great, that he
had been conscientiously prevented from attending, as he coul d not express satis-
faction at that which did not satisfy him. On the present occasion, he had
pleasure in admitting the boys were in advance of last year (hear, hear), but the
company must pardon him for say ing, that he was convinced that the boys of
the institution would never be sufficiently educated until they were housed and
educated in one building, under the care of a clever, active, and experienced
master (b ear, hear)—unti l they were cared for and regarded as the girls were.
TJi ev had now for some tim e tried the system of district schools, and although it
had worked well for two or three years, it had in tbe long run entirely failed.
He would not hesitate to say, that the education which the boys bad hitherto re-
ceived was not one at all worthy of the Craft . He would say no more on that
head, because it rested with the members of the Craft th emselves, and with
themselves enti rely, whether their education should con tinue as it had been, or
whether it should progress with tbe wants and requirements of the times . If th ey
wished for the latter result, he would call on them to aid the committee in thei r



endeavour to have them all housed, and receiving an education worthy of the
Craft which professed to cultivate the arts and sciences.

The following is a list of the prizes and the boys to whom they were awarded ;
— Writing (Silver Medal), Roland Horatio Ward. History (Annals of the Hebrew
Nation), Alfred James Crichton. Geography (Nin eveh and its Palaces), Joseph
Gray. General Information (a Million of Facts), Frederick Kislingbury, Arith-
metic (Wonders of Science), Joseph Gray. French (Repertoire des Brosateurs
Franeais), Louis Gamauf. Ditto, Frederick IQslingbury.

The boys who had been awarded prizes were then severally presented
to his lordship, and received from him kind words of congratulation and
encouragement.

The Il.W. Chairman then rose to propose the toast of the evening, . "¦ Success to
the Royal Masonic Institution for Boy s/' coupled with the health of the B.W . Bro.
Bond Cabbell, M.P., Treasurer ; and in doing so> said— e '\ Brethren, I have now
to propose to you ar toast which is intimately connected with the object which has
called us together. The sight which we have just witnessed must be always a
pleasant one, for who can deny that it is pleasant to be brought face to face with
those youths, engaged as they are in a system of intellectual and moral training,
to fit them for taking a place in society , (Cheers.) I trust these young lads will
form the future generation of Freemasons when we shall have passed away, and
I hope the remembrance of your kindness will impress on them the value of that
Order which has afford-ed them the means of education . The Boyal Masonic
Institution for boys has, as you are all aware, been in existence for no less a period
than sixty years. At the present moment it stands at a turning point in its
history ; for after five years' exertions on the part of the committee, a building
fund has been raised, which has enabled them to purchase a mansion in the
neighbourhood of Hornsey as the school-house of the institution, in which they
now propose to make the commencement of an establishment, in which the boys
will be both lodged and instructed. Bro. Cox has told us some truths not very
palatable. (Hear, hear.) It seems to me that the best remedy for these defects
will be found in the establishment of such an insti tution as that which is proposed
at Lordship Lodge. At the present moment the committee are not able to
receive within that building more than twenty-five boys ; and as there are alto-
gether as many as seventy on the books of the charity, it must be clear to you all
that it is but a small portion of them we are at present able to accommodate in
the manner we wish. It seems to me, Brethren, that it ought to be the first
object of the Craft , by a great effort, to extend the usefulness of these premises
by rendering them more complete. Lord Yarborough has in that respect set
us a worthy example. (Hear, hear.) Let us follow it, and not rest satisfied
until we are able to say that the boys of the Boyal Masonic Institution are all
educated under our own eyes, and in a manner which enables us to control their
moral training. (Hear, hear.) In these days no one can doubt that the spread
of education is one of the most important matters that can engage our attention.
Unhappily, in another place (laughter), we are more inclined to quarrel than to
agree upon any particular system. This, however, only makes it the more
imperat ive upon the friends of education, to devote themselves with more zeal to
the promotion of it. (Hear, hear.) We know that among those nations which
take the lead in civilization, we shall soon lag in the race 01* human progress if
we overlook the importance of education. It is on behalf of an institution which
seeks to reali ze th is we are this evening met together, and I call upon you to
support it with that spiri t and self- denial from which the great and noble princi ples
of our Order tak e their rise. (Cheers.) Those cheers tell me that you do not
misinterpret the appeal which I have made to the Craft. Brethren, I call upon
you to drink with me, ' Success to the Royal Masonic Insti tution for Boys/
coupling with it the health of Bro. Cabbell."

Bro. John Hervey, in the absence of Bro. Cabbell, replied to the toast, and
handed in that worthy Brother 's thirtieth subscription of XI0. 10s.

The B.W. Chairman then said, that they should not forget that the toast which
th ey had j ust drunk was that of the only charity connected with the festival of
the evening, nor overlook the other chari ties of the Order , and he would therefo re



ask them to toast tlie Girls* School and the Asylum for Aged Freemasons and
their Widows. (Loud and continued cheering.)

Bro. Crew, having been most enthusiastically called upon, replied to the toast,
and in doing so said;, it was impossible not to feel most warmly the manner in
which he had been called upon to come forward and return thanks on behalf of
the Masonic charities. (Hear, hear.) He felt some difficulty in addressing so
large an assembly as the one he saw before him. It had, it was true, often
fallen to his lot in pri vate Lodges to speak on behalf of that particular . 'chari ty,
with which he was himself connected, but there was no one of the charities in
which he did not feel the same interest/ The great basis of Freemasonry was
charity, and if they vgere to strike that foundation away, the building would at
once fall to the ground . He had especially to thank them on behalf of the Girls'
School, for unless it had received the support of the Brethren, it could not have
effected the vast amount of good which had flowed from its institution. The girls,
he could assure them, were taught to feel, that although they might, in the
ordinary course of things here below, have lost the might
be sure of finding parents and Brethren in the members of the Craft. (Cheers,)
He was not less anxious to thank them on behalf of the other Masonic charities,
which he hoped to see flourishing ; for, although it was desirable tha t they should
have schools for the education of the young, it was no less important that they
should have an asylum for the aged, and for the widows of those who had passed
away from among them. To show the advantages of the charities generally, he
would mention a few facts. Among the names of the boys who were that evening
presented to receive prizes, he recognized one boy whose uncle had subscribed
£300 to the institution. (Hear, hear.) If then the institution received that money
from the uncle, it was fairly repaying it to the nephew. The moral of this was,
that they should never forget that it might be their own turn, or the turn of their
children, to become dependent on these institutions ; and as th ey now supported
them by their subscription, so they might, should such a day ever happen, fairly
claim that relief as a right. (Hear, hear.) He could, from his own experience,
bring before them the particulars of cases which would strike them with dismay.
He could tell them of a child at present in the Girls' School, who had been , in the
time of her father's prosperity, made by him a life governess of the institution.
Much, then , was required from them in the support of these institutions, and they
had no right to shrink from proving to the world that Masonry was something
more than a name.

Bro. Thiselton, the Secretary, then read a list of subscriptions, which, with
£10. 10s. from the Queen, a like sum from, the noble chairman, and £50 a special
subscription from the D.G.M., the Earl of Yarborough, for the purchas e of
furniture, amounted to £1,200.

The following is the return of subscriptions :—The B.W. B. B. Cabbell, M.P.,
Prov . G.M. for Norfolk, £10. 10s. ; Thomas Willis Fleming, Prov. G.M. for the
Isle of Wi ght, £29. 3s. ; George Harcourt, M.D., I). Prov. G.M. for Surrey,
P.M. No. 486, £18. 18s. ; the Rev. W. H. Lyall, P.M. No. 10, £46. Ms. ;
William Blenkin , J.D. No. 1, £52. 10s. ; John Randall, M.D., S.W. No.  4,
£27. 8s. ; B. Head , P.M. No. 5, £68.5s. ; Isidor Levinson , W.M. No. 7, £58.16s. ;
Thomas Fenn, No. 8, £37. 16s. ; William Stanley Mastennan, W.M. No. 11,
£23. lis. 6d. ; Samuel Glover , W.M. No. 14, £18. 18s. ; Henry James Codden ,
No. 21, £27. 6s. ; Thomas Yallop, No. 30, £25. 4s. ; Richard "Dames, No. 32,
£21 3s. ; William Kynaston , No. 66, £3.1. 10s. ; It. Gregory, No. 87, £34. 2s. ;
Pierre F. J Grosj enn , W.M. No. 108, £34. 13s. ; Edmund Philli ps, J.G.I).
No. 113, £44. 2s. ; John Horatio Wynne, No. 118, £19. 19s. ; Charles Morbey,
P.M. No. 169, £12. Is. 6d. ; J. F. Tan Hoppen , £27. Os. ; George Guvton ,
P.M. No. 201, £26. 5s. ; James Burton, P.M. No. 202, £16. 16s. ; Morris
Levinson , W.M. No. 209, £9. 14s. ; John Gurton , W.M. No. 211, £39. 7s. ;
Thomas Green, P.M. No. 212, £73. 13s. : John Watson , No. 229, £50. 8s. ;
Joseph Freeman, No. 233, £78. 15s. ; James R. Sheen, P.M. No. 237, £25. 4s. ;
Charles Bailey, No. 269, £29. 8s. ; H. K. Fnrnell, W.M. No. 275, £28. 10s. ;
Geo. Jos. Lyons, No. 324, £15. 15s. ; Zachariah Watkins, P.M. No. 329, £27. Cs. ;
George J. A. Lulf, W.M. No. 318, £42 ; James Robins , P.M. No. 661, £33. 12s,



His lordship then proposed " The Health of the Auditors and^of" the Memhers
of the Committee/'

Bro. John Hervey replied to the toast.
His lordship next proposed " The Health of the Board of St ewards," who had,

he said, secured them a pleasant meeting, and a very good dinner.
Bro. Fleming replied to the compliment.
The toast of " The Ladies" followed, after which the Brethren having tickets

retired to the Glee-room, which the greater majority were glad to q uit as early as
possible, notwithstanding' the excellence of the musical arrangements under the
direction of Bro. Donald King, who was ably assisted by Miss Messent, Mrs.
Thomas, Bros. Gerige, Lawler, and Winn ; Mrs. King p^siding 

at the piano-
forte. In the course of the e vening Bro. Hamilton Braham, who attended as a
visitor, also favoured the company with a song, accompanying himself.

MASONIC ON-DITS.
That the R.W. Bro. Lord Panmure is to be appointed D.G.M., in the room of

the R.W. Bro. the Earl of Yarborough, who retires in consequence of ill health .
Should his lordship decline the appointment, it will he offered to the R.W.
Bro, Lord Goderich .

That Bro. Roxburgh is to be ' Gr. -. ~Rj egt vice Dobie, who retires.
That the Earl of Durham is to he G.S.W., and that Earl Carnavon has been

offered the J. Wardenship.
That Bro. White has withdrawn his resignation and is to be re-appointed G. Sec.

This we doubt—sure we are, a more unpopular step could not be taken, much
as Bro. White is respected for past services.

That the M.W. G.M. and a large body of distinguished Brethren have accepted
invitations to be present at the installation of Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon as
Master in May next. Nearly 200 Brethren are expected to be present.

PORTRAIT OF THE GRAND MASTER.
A beautiful half-length portrait of the Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland,

M .W. G.M., drawn and engraved by Bro. H. C. Shenton, P.M. No. 40, has j ust
been published . It is admirably executed in the most finished style of line engrav-
ing, is an excellent likeness, and reflects the greatest credit on our worthy Bro.
Shenton. A limited number of proofs on India paper will be issued, and doubt-

0

less there will be a ready demand for them by the Brethren. The portrait is
enclosed in an appropriate Masonic border.

Guano Stewards' Lodge.—Th e Brethren of this Lodge held a public ni ght on
Wednesday, the 18th M arch, when Bro. Johnstone, W.M ., presided, and every
officer was in his place before the opening. The first lecture was worked in
sections by the following Brethren :—1. Bro. Stoh wasser, S.W. ; 2. Bro, Gros-
jean ; 3. Bro . Hewlett, S.I). ; 4. Bro. Warren , J.D. ; 5. Bro. Watson , Sec. ;
6. Pro. Warren , J.D. ; 7. Bro. Watson, Sec. There was a numerous attendan ce
of visi tors.

metkopolita.it.



Royal Somerset House and Inveeness Lodge (No. 4).—At the monthly
meeting of this excellent Lodge, Bro. Francis Roxburgh (who, by the by, it is
reported is to be the future G. Reg.), passed three Brethren to the 2nd Degree.
At the close of the business, the Brethren, to the number of twenty-three,
adjourned to refreshment. During the evening, a pleasing compliment was
offered this Lodge by Bro . Slight, who presented the Brethren with a very beau-
tiful ballpting-box. The W.M., on behalf of the Lodge, acknowledged the com-
pliment, and paid a well-merited tribute to the kindly feeling evinced by Bro.
Slight towards this Lodge.

St. Geoege and Coenee-stone Lodge (No. 5).— The Brethren of this very
respectable Lodge met at the -Freemasons'Tavern, on Monday, the." ftt'h March,
when the W.SE.y Bro. A. Perkins most ably initiated one gentleman into the
mysteries of the Order. Other business having been disposed of, the Brethren
retired to banquet. Among the visitors present we noticed Bro. H. K. Furnell,
WJVi; No. 275. ; :

Boyal York Lodge oe Perseverance (No. 7).-—Masonic Lodges, in common
with other kindred bodies and societies, are liable to those alternations of fortune
incident to every human institution) and like empires and nations they have their
rise and Ml—-they flourish and decay. It is often difficult , in some instances
impossible, to account for the stream of prosperi ty running in any particular
channel ; equally so to assign any reasons why the tide of adversi ty should set in
any specific direction . 'Knowing how impracticable the research into these
mysteries, the depths of which are past finding out, we will quit the region of
speculati ve philosophy, and descend to dry matter of fact. The Royal York
Lodge has enjoyed a long career of success ; but we question if it has ever
equalled its present condition . What measure of prosperity is in store for it, we
cannot pretend to determine ; but we are far from thinking it has attained its
culminating point. At all events it gained additional renown on Wednesday,
18th inst,, when it was honoured by being selected as the medium for the
introduction to that light which the " divine art " is so well calculated to afford ,
of a highly distinguished personage from a distant land, who oh that day carried
into execution a long-cherished wish of entering into the glorious fellowship of
Freemasonry. A heavy day's ic  work " was commenced by Bro. Hervey, P.M.
and P.G.S.I)., who raised three Brethren to the Sublime Degree of M.M. Bro.
J. Levi n son, W.M., then passed f ive Breth ren to the 2nd Degree ; after which he
initiated Mr. G. Jackson, H.M.'s Consul at Kertch, and Mr. E. Lees Coffey, Private
Secretary to H.H. Meer Ali Morad Khan, Ameer of Scinde ; these ceremonies
concluded, His Highness the Ameer was himself introduced, and initiated into
the Order,—Bro. Coffey acting as interpreter. There was a numerous assemblage
of members of the Lodge, and visitors, all of whom evidently felt a deep interest
in the proceedings. And surely the ceremony and the circumstances connected
with it, were calculated to make a deep impression on the minds of all present.
There stood an alien in country and iri blood, professing a strange creed, differing
in colour, ignorant of our language, abou t to be admitted as a " friend ," and to
be received as a i( Brother " by the members of an insti tu tion, the branches of
which are spread over the four quar ters of the globe ; which knows no difference,
and draws no distinction, between climes, creeds, colours, languages, requiring
simp ly a reverence for the " good " and the " true," with an acknowledgment of
our Supreme Being. Considering the d ifficulties attending it, the ceremony was
ably and impressively performed ; and at its conclusion the venerable chief, a
native of Beloochistan, and belonging to a race supposed to be descendants of one
of the lost tribes of Israel, was congratulated on his reception into the folds of the
" Universal Brotherhood ." The banquet followed in due course, and proved a
most excellent repast. The interest of the proceedings was continued throughou t
the evening ; Bro. Coffey responding on behalf of H.H. Bro. Morad Khan, and
affording much valuable information on the subject of Masonry in the East, and
giving the result of his conclusions so far as he could deduce them , by the hel p of
his h itherto vagu e ideas. Bro. Jackson replied on behal f of "Tho Initiates ,"
assuring tho Brethren how anxious he felt to improve his acquaintance with the
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principles of Masonry, and to disseminate them amongst those with whom he
was about to ta*ke up his residence. Bro. Coffey having been loudly called for,
again delighted the company with his earn est and intelligent remarks. H;H. The
Ameer took his departure early, amid the hearty plaudits of his newly-found
Brethren. The W.M. was unfortunately suffering from indisposition, in con -
sequence of which a portion of his duties in Lodge and at banquet devolved u pon
Bro. Hervey. How they were performed needs not to be mentioned. The
visitors to this Lodge are generally numerous, and on all occasions cannot fail
to be gratified at the manner in which the " work" is done by all concerned—
W.M. and officer s being alike thoroughly efficient. The list comprised the
names of Bros, J. Havers, P.G.J.H,; W, P. Scott, W,M. No. 2 ; P. Slight, W.M.
No. 109, and G. Steward ; D. Gooch, P.M. No. 38, andD. Prov. G.M. Wilts ;
M. Levinson, WM. No. 209 ; S. Hopwood, W.M., No. 329 ; Eichie, P.M. No. 5 ;
P. Binckes, P.M. No. II ; Staples, P.M. No. 66 ;G.  Lambert, P.M. No. 231;
King, Marshall, Mils on, James, No. 61 ; Barnard, No. 63 ; Walker, No. 212 ;
Bainbridge, No. 329 ; Stevens, No. 527 ; Panchaud, No. 778 ; De la Chaumette,
&c. &c. The large influx of visitors somewhat taxed the energies of Bro. Adlard,
Dir. of Cer., but, as usual, he surmounted all difficulties * and was entirely success-
ful in giving satisfaction to all, and in promoting their comfort and enj oyment. We
must not omit to mention that Bro. T. Lucas, who has already served the
stewardship for each of the schools, offered himself in the same capacity for the
Festival in aid of the Benevolent Institution in June next. Gn Friday, March 20,
a Lodge of Emergency was held, vyhen his Excellency's son, Meer Franz Mahomed
Khan Talport, was initiated by the W^M., Bro. Levinson. The newly-initiated
Brother left almost immediately on the conclusion of the ceremony, in consequence
of labouring under severe illness.

British Lodge (No. 8).—This distinguished Lodge met at the Freemasons'
Tavern, on Monday, March 16th, when a Brother was passed to the Degree of
a Fellow Craft . The Lodge was visited by Bro. Hunter, of No. 76.
. ASion Lodge (No. 9).—A large number of the Brethren of this Lodge
assembled at the Freemasons' Tavern, on Tuesday, March 3rd, the business
being more than usually voluminous ; the W.M. Bro. Friend presiding with
great ability. Th ere were two initiations (Messrs. Hunt and Taylor), one passing
(Bro. Poussin), and three raisings (Bros. Steven, Helger, and Pouton) ; the whole
of the ceremonies being most beautifull y perfo rmed by the W.M. The P.Ms.
present included Bros. Burton, Manin M'Culloch, Woods, Yalentine, and Wm.
Rackstraw, the indefatigable Secretary . A little after eight the Brethren retired
from labour to refreshment. The usual complimentary toasts were given and
respond ed to, Bro. C. D. Furber, of Lodge No. 276, return ing thanks as a visitor,
and Bro. Burton replying for the Past Masters, upon which he took the opportu-
nity of calling the attention of the Brethren to the fact of his being one of the
Stewards of the Boys' School, and soliciting co-operation upon the occasion . Bro.
Burton expatiated most elaborately upon the value of the Instituti on, showing
how valuable Masonic Institu tions were, they being of no sect or party ; that
even if application was made for a Jewish orphan of a Freemason, and it was
incompatible for his admittance upon religious scruples, the Craft would find
assistance to place him elsewhere.

Westminster and Keystone Lodge (No. 10) .—A meeting of the above Lodge
was held on the 4th March , when the chair was occupied by Bro. Wyndham
Portal, Prov. J.GLW. Hants, W.M., supported by Bro. the Rev. GJ-. R. Portal,
as S.W., Bro. Benson, J.W., &c. Bro . Nelson Rycroft was raised to the Sublime
Degree of M.M., and Bro. Viscount Yalletort was passed to the 2nd Degree.
The Brethren then ad j ourned to a banquet. Among the visitors present was the
Hon. Alan Herbert, J.W. No. 460, Oxford.

Enoch Lodge (No. 11).—At the ordinary month ly meeting of 11th March ,
Mr. Masson was initiate d into the mysteries of Freemasonry, and a Brother passed
to the 2nd Degree, both ceremonies being very ably performed by the W.M.,
Bro. W. S. Masterman, who, at their conclusion , resigned the chair to Bro.



Binckes, P.M., when Bro. Birch was raised to the Sublime Degree of MM. On
the resumption of the chair by the W.M,, the Lodge resolved itself into a com-
mittee, for the purpose of considering the proposed alterations and amendments
of the By-laws, which were unanimously approved, and ordered to be printed for
circulation amongst the members. Bro. Mas term an, W.M., very handsomely
volunteered to represent the Lodge as Steward at the Festival in aid of the
Benevolent and Annuity Funds in June next, and notice of motion was given that
the sum of £5. 5s. be granted from the Charity Fund, and placed on Bro. Master-
man's list on that occasion, £5. 5s. having been subscribed at a former Festival .
At the termination of business the Brethren adjourned to the Great Hall, wh ere
they reassembled at the Boys' School Festival, under the banner of their W.M.,
who acted as Steward.

Tuscan Lodge (No. 14). — The monthly meeting of this Lodge was held on
the 24th March, under the presidency of the W.M. Bro. Samuel Glover, who
passed two of the members to the 2nd Degree.

Neptune Lodge (No. 22).—This long-established and nourishing Lodge held
its usual monthly meeting on Thursday, the 26th of March, at Badley's Hotel, in
new Bridge Street, and there was a great amoun t of busin ess. Bro. Joseph
Ashw ell, the W.M., presided,and was supported by all his[ officers. Mr. William
James Scott was initiated ; Bros. Dew and Kelland were passed • and Bros.
Le Cren, Lemare, and White, were raised . The correct and impressive manner
in which the ceremonies were gone through by the W.M., was acknowledged as
it deserved by the P.M. of the Lodge. Bro. Clarke, P.M., pursu ant to notice in
brief but feeling terms, moved, e( That a Jewel of the value of £5 be presented to
Bro. Theophilus Goodwin, P.M., as a testimony of the high appreciation of the
Lodge at the manner in which he presided over its Members during the year
1856 ;" which was carried unanimously. All business being ended, the Brethren
adj ourned to banquet, and spent a most pleasant evening ; the visitors tendering
thei r meed of praise to the W.M., for the excellent working of the Lodge ; and
Bro. Scott, the newly-initiated member, in his address afforded promise of being
a most efficient addition to the Craft . There is always a goodly array of Past
Masters in attendance, who not only take active part in the business of the Lodge,
but at the festive Board, by their social qualifications, render all around them
happy and united.

Globe Lodge (No. 23) .—The members of this Lodge met at the Freemasons'
Tavern , on Thursday, 19th March. A Brother was efficientl y passed to the 2nd
Degree, and a gentleman initiated into the Order by the W.M. Bro. Goodman .

Robert Burns Lodge (No. 25).—The mon thly meeting of this Lodge was
held at the Freemasons' Tavern , on the 2nd March ; Bro. Jno. Clements, W.M.,
uresidiner. Bros. Batson and Piernoint havino* been raised as M.Ms., the
W.M. most efficiently initiated his son, Mr. G. W. Clements, into the Order.
Bro. Win. Watson, P.M., who has belonged to the Lodge for nearly twenty years,
was unanimously elected an honorary member, the compliment being briefly and
appropriately acknowledged. As is usual with this Lodge, it had a large number
of visitors ; and , at the proper time, thei r feelings were unanimousl y expressed as
to the working of the Lodge. Among them we noticed Bros. Baxter, C. Lee,
J. W. Adams, Hewlett, P.Ms. ; J. Levinson, Garrod , Sacqui , W.Ms., &c. &.c.
The W.M. called the atten tion of the younger members to the great benefits of
attending proper Lod ges of Instruction, the attendance at which enabled them to
fulfil thei r duties in their respective Lodges. Bro. C. Sloman , who has become a
joinin g member of the Lodge, contributed much to the harmony of the evening, in
the course of which he introduced the following new Masonic song, written and
composed by himself :—

To feel for mankind as we feel for ourselves,
Is a maxim we ever should hold ;

From the monarch who reigns, to the peasant who delves,
We are all of the very sam e fold .



Let the cynical fool the opinion despise, —
Bu;t this truth everlasting will stand :

When we see others Ml, we should help them to rise,
An^

Then be reason your guide, of excesses beware ;
Still keep within compass, and act on the square.

From the point in the circle we wisdom can glean,
Unto all we a limit should see ;

For even economy may become mean,
And bounty profuseness may be.

Thus virtue itself demarcation should find.
And the boundary line keep within •

For if prudence, tru e pilot, we once leave behind.
We know not where regret may begin.

Then be reason your guide, of excesses beware ;
Still keep within compass, and act on the square.

Let's be taught by Dame Nature, her laws are the best,
Hath not ocean the land as its bound 1

The earth in its orbit is never at rest,
Yet in safety the planet goes round.

Autumn comes before winter ; ere summer the spring •
Thus a proper succession they keep ;

For each season its own gracious blessing doth bring,
From which Man his enj oy ment can reap.

Then be reason your guide, of excesses beware ;
Still keep within compa ss, and act oh the square.

Egyptian- Lodge (No. 29).—The members of this Lodge met on the 5th March,
at the George and Blue Boar Tavern, Holborn, for the dispatch of Masonic
business, which consisted of the passing of Bro. W. Bice, and the raising of
Bro . Benjamin Banks, jun. ; the ceremonies being performed by Bro. Shep herd ,
the W.M., with great ability. The labours of the evening being ended , the
Brethren retired to refreshment , served in Bro. Hayne's best style, and a very
pleasant evening was spent. The visitors were numerous, and included Bros.
J. Smith , No. 201 ; Alfred Suckling, No. 51 ; F. Clemow, No. 85; T. L. Fox,
W.M. No. 19 ; Thomas Bohn, W.M. No. 955 ; S. M. Lazarus, P.M. No. 61 ;
E. T. Fern andez, &c, &c.

Old King s Abms Lodge (No. 30).—In the absence of "business " the only
noticeable feature in the meeting of Monday, 23rd February, was the presentation
of a P.M.'s Jewel to Bro. William Paas, the immediate P.M. Addressing Bro.
Paas, the W.M. (Bro . Croft) assured him how much satisfaction it gave him to
present in the name of the Lodge that token of regard and esteem, which had
been ju stly earned by the admirable manner in which he had acquitted himself ,
both in the Lodge and at banquet. In reply Bro. Paas said : " Worshi pful
Master and Brethren, believe me I feel deeply indebted for this renewed mark of
your kindness. I am myself conscious of many deficiencies and short-comings, which
you have been good enough to overlook . I can, however, fearlessly assert that
it has ever been my anxious endeavour to do my utmost to ensure your approval ,
and, being aware of my deficiencies in some points, I have endeavoured to support
the honour and character of the Lodge, and to maintain its fame and name by a
constant attendance at the Quarterly Communications'and at the Board'of Benevo-
lence. I h ave only once again to return you my sincere thanks for the handsome
embodiment of your good wishes just presented to me, which I shall ever continue
to prize and value." The banquet was provided with every regard to elegance and
plenty, and the "good cheer," provided by Messrs. Elkington and Co., was done
ample justice to. The pleasures of the evening were materially enhanced by the
admirable musical treat afforded by Bros. Lawler and Jolly, and more particu-
larly by Bro. F. Crew, who is equal ly at home and equally excellent in solo, duet ,



glee, or anything connected with the **Ireavenry art." The visitors were Bros.
Bisgood, D. Prov. G.M. Kent, and P.M. No. 8; F. Crew, P.M. and Sec. No. 1 ;
F. Binckes, P.M. No. 11; ; 3EL Canton, No. 444 (Frankfort, underJ English Con -
stitu tion), King, United States, &c. There was only one feeling, namely, of
regret, at being compelled to ""break , the links " of such j oy and harmony so
soon, but as "eva^scence " is stamped on everything human, the social
delights of the Old King's Arms must, perf()rce, share the " common lot." Bu t
while we mournfully exclaim "Yale, vale," we are cheered by the thought
" Bedeunt saturnia regna." /

St. Alb an V Lodge (No. 32).—This Lodge held its meeting at the London
Coffee-house, on Monday, March 9th, when Bro. George Dames was raised to
the 3rd Degree, and Mr. Owen Bower was most efficiently initiated into the
secrets and mysteries of the Craft by Bro. P.M. Simmons, after which the Brethren
retired to banquet, and passed an extremely pleasant evening.

Bbitankia Lodge (No. 38.)—A Lodge of Emergency was held at the Thatched
House Tavern, on the 13th March, wh en Bro. Lord Alfred Paget and Three other
Brothers, were passe d to- the 2 u d Degree, and five Brothers raised to the 3rd Degree.
The installation of Bro. Geo. England, as successor to the present excellen t
Master Bro. H. Brid ges, P. Prov. GLW. of Surrey, when, in consequen ce of the
large attendance which is expected , the Lodger-will he held at Willis's; Room's?,'
the Thatched House not being sufficientl y spacious to afford the required
accommodation.

Mount Moeiah Lodge (No. 40). —At the monthly meeting of this Lodge, held
at the Freemasons' Tavern, on the 25th March, the W. M. Bro. Jno. Absolon,
raised Bro. Lemon to the 3rd Degree. The other business was merely formal.

Gihon Lodge (No. 57).— At the meeting of this Lodge at the Brid ge House
Hotel , on the 19th March, Bro. Sheriff, W.M., raised three Brothers and passed
two to the Degrees for which they were respectively qualified.

Royal Jubilee Lodge (No. 85).:—This Lodge held a meeting on Monday,
March 2, at Bro. Clemow's, Anderton's Hotel, Fleet-street. There being no
business on the books, some of the sections were worked ; after which the Brethre n
retired to supper, which was admirably served by the worth y host. The W.M.,
Bro. Sargent, most ably discharged the duties of the chahy assisted by P.Ms.
Bros. Hay ward. Parr, &c. The visitors were Bros. Easter and Charnock, of the
United Pilgrims.

Lodge oe Regularity (N o. 108) .—This' Lodge met at the .Freemasons''
Tavern for the despatch of business on Thursda} ,̂ March 12th. One initiation
and a 3rd Degree were the only matters before the Lodge, the ceremonies being
performed by the W.M., Bro. Grosjean, in admirable sty le. Bro . Solomon , P.M.,
presented the Lodge with a very handsome Master's Jewel, and on the motion of
Bro. Warren, seconded by Bro. W. Johnston , P.M., it was resolved that a vo te
of thank s should be recorded on the minutes for the present. Several distin-
guished visito rs were present, who expressed themselves highly deli ghted with
tbe entertainment afforded them . The Brethren departed at an early hou r,
after partaking of a sp lendid collation, to which amp le justice was done.

Temple Lodge (No. 118).-—The Brethren of th is Lodge met on Tuesday,
March 8, at the Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-street , when the W.M., Bro. Scott,
initiated Messrs. Mobbs and Aldberry, and passed Bro. 0. Southall to the Degree
of a Fellow Craft . After the disposal of the usual business, Bro. Beard , tho
Hon. Secretary, proposed a vote of than ks to Bro. Tutill , for his kindness in giving
the gratuitous use of his flags and banners on the occasion of the Lodge ball ; the
proposition was seconded by 33ro. Farthing, and carried unanimously. The
Hon. Secretary also alluded to the result of the ball, and said there would he a
good surplus for the charities. It was also proposed , seconded, and carried unani-
mously, that a vote of thanks be proffered to Bro. Beard , for his kind and efficient
services as Hon . Secretary to the ball. The Brethren then adjourned , and partook



of a banquet prepared by Bro. George Painter, in his usual excellent style.
The visitors included Bro. B. Jones, No. 25; Knowles, and Price.

London Lodge (No. 125).—The members of this Lodge assembled together at
the Freemasons' Tavern, on Saturday, March 7th, when the W.M., Bro. Dr.
Bowman, very ably initiated a gentleman into Freemasonry, and advanced a
Brother to a furth er Degree, both ceremonies being creditably performed.

Lod&e of G-ood Befoet (No, 158).—The members of this Lodge met at
Badley's Hotel, on Thursday, 5th of March, when*tliree Brethren were raised
to the Sublime Degree of Master Masons. The Lodge was visited by Bro. Byron ,
of Lodge No. 57.

St. Thomas's Lodge (No. 166).— The monthly meeting of this Lodge was held
at the Freemasons' Tavern, on Saturday, the 7th of March, Bro. James Batsford,
W.M., in the chair, who most efficientl y raised a duly qualified Brother to the
Master Mason's Degree, and initiated a gentleman into the Order, assisted by
Bro. Brampton, P.M., there being several visiting Brethren present.

Lodge of Pkxj dent Brethken (No. 169) .— This Lodge held its usual monthly
meeting on Tuesday, 24th March, there being a goodly assemblage of Brethren.
Bro. Blackburn, the W.M., presided with great ability, initiating into the Order
Messrs. Henry Muller and William Greygoose, advancing Bros. Holt, Jones, and
Hammond to the 2nd Degree^ and conferring the Master Mason's Degree upon
Bro. Sharpe ; all of which duties were performed in a manner to give the highest
satisfaction.

Cadogan LODaE (No. 188).—The members of this Lodge held th eir monthly
meeting at the Freemasons' Tavern, on Tuesday, March 17th, for the installation
of the W.M., and other business. The retiring W.M.,, Bro. Hall, initiated Mr.
William John Leach into the mysteries of the Order, and raised Bro. Henry Kirk-
man to the 3rd Degree in a very able and impressive mann er. The W.M. then
resigned his chair to Bro. William Hardman, P.M., and Sec. of the Lodge, who
proceeded to install the W.M. elect, Bro. Edmund Bead, he having been unani-
mously elected to fill the offic e at the previous meeting. The next duty was the
appointment and investiture of the Officers, viz. :—Bros. H, C. Bead, S.W. ;
Eichardson , J.W.; Sandon, P.M., Treas. ; Hardman, P.M., Sec. ; Francis, S.D. ;
S. W. Daukes, Grand Supt. of Works, J.D. ; Hall, P.M., Dir. of Cer. ; Meuseh,
I.G. The proceedings were conducted in a manner reflecting the highest credit
on all the Brethren, and after partaking of an excellent banquet, and spending a
most del ightful evening, which was much enhanced by some admirable singing, the
Brethren separated with the greatest harmony and cordiality. Among the visitors
present were, Bros. Smith, Quebec, Canada, No. 214, and Greville, No. 212,
Universal.

Old Concord Lodge (No. 201).—The members of this still increasing Lodge
assembled at the Preemasons* Tavern, for the despatch of Masonic matters, on
Tuesday, March 3rd, Bro. Jeffries , W.M., in the chai r. The business was of a
most voluminous character, comprising three initiations (Messrs. William Jackson ,
J. Corben, and W. Davis), one passing (Bro. Potts), and the conferring the third
Degree upon Bro. Harvey, the whole of these arduous duties being performed
by the W.M. in a highl y creditable manner. Lodge having been closed in due
form, the Brethren adjourned to an excellen t banquet, at the conclusion of which
the Master gave "The Queen and Craft ," which was rece ived with that true
loyalty for which the brotherhood are famous, the national anthem being beau ti-
fully rendered by Bros. Emmens, P.M., and Secretary, Henry Taylor, and Webb .
Bro. G. P. Taylor presided at the pianoforte. The usual toasts to the G.M. and
D.G.M., the Earls of Zetland and Yarborough, followed, after which the W.M".
proposed the health of Bro. Laughlin, the chaplain, expressing tho pleasure the
Brethren felt in seeing him once more amongst them. Bro . Laughlin, in reply,
said, " Worshipful Master,—I have upon this, as upon all other occasions, felt it
my duty, as well as my pleasure, to be amongst you. It is at all times a gratifi-
cati on to be presen t at this delightfu l Lodge ; and this is the first time I have



had the opportunity of thanking the W.M. for his appointing me to an other
office , in addition to that of chaplain. I was not aware that two offices could be
held at the same time in one Lodge. Still, if it is admissiblei 1 shall be hut
too happy to discharge the duties to the best of my ability. I cannot conclude
without offering a, word or two upon the subject of Freemasonry—the good
feeling which it engenders ; that although we may be seated next a bro ther with
whose name we may be unacquainted, still as Masonic Brethren, we warm
towards each other, showing the essen ce of Freemasonry-—unity, concord, and
brotherly love. The initiates must have observed, on their admittance to the
Order th is night, that there was a great moral truth in Masonry, and, to a feeling
mind, must engender a greater love towards all mankind than felt heretofore .
Our benevolence is not confined to a small circle ; for if, by the inscrutable will
of the Great Architect, a Brother is snatched from us, the widow is never forsaken ,
nor the orphans compelled to beg their bread. Brethren, I am happy to find
that we have invested one hundred pounds for our benevolent fund. [This re-
mark was the more affecting from the fact of a Brother having died since th e
previous meeting, his widow having been relieved by the Lodge, and his child
being a candidate for the school.] It is a good beginning, and I trust may go on
increasing from year to year, without one of us requiring to be a recipient.
There is one observation respecting Lodge matters, I should wish to place befor e
the W.M. ; that Brethren should obtain the assistan ce of a learned brother, or
attend Lodges of Instruction, to learn the necessary duties, and the answers
required in progressing from one Degree to another ; for, to visitors, it cannot
appear that we are too carefu l in our Lodge business, when continual prompting
is required. Brethren, I thank you/' Several other toasts were given and re-
sponded to, among which were " The Visitors," Bros. S. ' E. Davis, Went wort h
Davis, B.Ms. No. 812, and Pringle, No. 211> acknowledged by Bro. T. Davis.
The W.M. returned thanks, in a neat speech, for his health being drunk. Bro.
Nicholson returned thanks for the Past Masters, and Bro. Jackson, S.W., for the
officers. A most delightful evening was passed, and thanks were due to Bros.
Walters and Swainson, the stewards, for their attention , not forgetting the excel-
ent treasurer, Bro. Kennedy, for the careful outlay of the funds .

Phxenix Lodge (No. 202) .—A very numerous meeting of the members of.this
flourishing Lodge was held at the Freemasons' Tavern , on Saturday, March 14,
when two Brothers were ably raised to the 3rd Degree by Bro. Burton , W.M.
and his officers . At the close of the Masonic business, the Brethren adjourned
to dinner, after which a t ruly musical evening was passed, there being present
Bros. Hamilton Braham, Donald King, Genge, Lawler, Wyndh am Winn ,
Fielding, J. L. Toole, and C. Sloman. The five par t glees and madrigals were
beautifully performed, and it is rare indeed so much musical talent is concentrated
at the festi ve board of a single Lodge.

Domatio Lodge (No. 206).—There was a large assemblage of the members on
Monday evening, March 8th , at Bro. Ireland's, Fetter Lane, Bro. Garrod, the
W.M., initiated a candidate, and passed one Brother, and raised another, afte r
which Bro. W. Carpen ter, P.M., moved a resolution, expressive of the opinion of
a committee appointed at the previous Lodge meeting, to inquire into an initiated
Brother's character, which resolution respectfully but strongly urged upon the
W.M. not to confer upon the .Brother referred to the 2nd Degree, inasmuch as
the imputati ons to which he had subjected himself since his ini tiation were of a
very grave descri ption , and such as the Brethren could not undertak e to defend
him against. The resolution was seconded by Bro. Marshall, P.M., and unani-
mously adopted . The Lodge having been closed in due form, the Brethren retired
to refreshment.

M anchester Lodge (No. 209).—This Lodge held its monthly meeting at the
Gun Tavern , Pimlico, on Thursday, the 19th March, Bro . M. Levinson , W.M.,
presiding. The business consisted in initiating Mr. P. Waliis, several passings,
and a raising. The visitors present were Bros. Laffitte Bordeaux ; P.Ms. Con oil-
man, No. 105 : Morby, No. 169 ; Harrison, No. 202 ; Andrews, No. 752 ; Garrett ,



No. 745 ; Helfricli, No. 19; Bobinson, No. 237 ; Hewson, No. 281; &c, The
Brethren then adjourned to a Banquet, which was served with the usual liberality
by Bro. Backstraw, who, to the regret of all the Brethren, is obliged to quit the
tavern, in consequence of public improvements in that locality.

St. James's Union Lodge (No. 211).—This Lodge resumed its Masonic labours
on Tuesday, March 7thy at the Freemasons' Tavern. A large amount of business
being announced, the Brethren assembled at an early hour, the W.M. Bro. John
G-urton presiding. Three gentlemen, Mr. John Webb, Mr. Edward Abrahams,
and Mr. Peacock , were initiated into the Order' ¦; Bros. Smithurst and Morley
were intrusted with an advanced Degree ; and Bros. Daniel and W. H. Eoberts
had the Degree of M.M. confer red upon them. The following Brethren wero
balloted for, and admitted, as joining members :—Bro. Edward Smith, No. 756 ;
Bro. Edward Hart, No. 139 ; and Bro. G. P. Taylor, No. 201, the working, which
was admirably performed , being entirely carried through by the W.M. ; after
which the Brethren adjourned to an excellent banquet.

Lodge of Tranquillity (No. 218).—This Lodge, at its firs t m eeting under the
W.M , Bro. J. Davis (who was initiated at the last m eeting), on Monday, 10th
March, initiated one gentleman in to the mysteries, passed a Brother, and raised
three Broth ers to M.M. ;—-most excellently were the duties perforated. After
which the Brethren adjourned , to banquet, numbering close upon forty, including
visitors. Bro. Burton, the W.M; of Phoenix Lodge, acknowledged the toast by
returning tha.nks for the visitors. There were collected in aid of the Benevolen t
Fund attached to the Lodge, £7.

Lodge of Joppa (N o. 223),—This numerous and excellent working Lodge held
their usual month ly meeting on IvTonday, March 2, at the Albion Tavern ; the
W. M. Bro. Alexander presiding, supported by a large bo dy of P.Ms., among whom
we noticed Bros. Henry Lyons, Jones, Ellis, Cansta tt, Arons, Can ard, Harris, and
Selig, Secretary. The business consisted of one passing (Bro . Beisner), and three
raisings (Bros. H. Levy, Magnus, and Schapira), these ceremonies being efficientl y
performed by the W.M., and most ably assisted by the Wardens, Bros. LI. Harris
and David Marks. This business ended, the Breth ren adj ourned to a very
sp lendid banquet. The cloth being cleared, the W.M. proffered the toast of
" The Queen and Craft," followed by that of " The Grand Master and Deputy
Grand Master." After which Bro . H. Lyons, T.M., p roposed the health of the
W.M., thanking him for his urbanity, and congratul ating the Brethren upon
having a Master who, for admirabl e working, would sustain the high position the
Lodge of Joppa held in the Craft . The Master briefly returned thanks, and
trusted the Brethren would pardon his taking an early leave of them, he havino
very recently lost a dear relation. The W.M. then re tired, and the chair was
taken by Bro. H. Lyons, who carried out the further duties of the evening with
that courtesy and kindness for which he is so proverbial . Among the most
important toasts was one to the success of " The Joppa Benevolent Fund/ ' which
met the response of a liberal subscrip tion. Bro. Canstatt, the president of the
fund , returned thanks for the support this fund had met with since its formation
about six years since. It amounted to nearly seven hundred pounds ; he believed
that no other Lodge in the Craft could boast of such a benevolen t fund. Yet,
although (continue d Bro. Canstatt) this appears a large amount, it does not follow
that we should relax our exertions for its continued prosperity. The chairman ,
in proposing " The Visitors " (Bros. Davin, W.M. No. 218 ; M. Harris, S.w!
No. 218 ; and G-. F. Taylor, No. 201), mentioned the fact, that the Brothers of
the Tranquillity were offshoots from the Joppa, this being the Mother Lodge, from
which emanated the streng th of the Tranquillity, the chi ld being now as strong asthe parent. He (the W.M.) was glad that such a reci pocri ty of feeling existed
between the two Lodges. Bro. Davis acknowled ged the toast, and said that the
Lodges of Joppa and Tranquillit y might  almost be said to be one vast 'Lodge,merely divided into sections, for the interchange of kindly feeling between the
xnembers of these Lodges was well known. Bro. Lyon proposed the better health
of Bro. David Moses, who had been prevented from being amongs t them latt erly,



on accoun t of severe ilhi*sk*__ Bro. Moses had held the ¦' office, of Treasurer of this
Lodge for upwards of forty years ; and he (the W.M.) ferven tly hoped the G-reat
Architect of the Universe would spare him for many years to come. Before the
conclusion of the evening, . it was proposed and seconded that a dispensation
should be applied for, to enable Bro. Lyon to introduce his second son, Mr. Isaac
Lyon, into the Order, he not being of the full age required by the Masonic law.

Lodge of Confidence (No. 228).— This Lodge held its usual monthly meeting
on Monday, 8th March, at Anderton 's Hotel, there being a good assemblage of
the members. The W.M., Bro. Jackson, presided, and performed the ceremony
of initiation with a great deal of pathos, and impressed the initiate with an idea
of the beauty of the Order. The W.M. also conferred the highest Degree in Craft
Masonry upon a Brother. After which the Brethren retired to dinner, which was
excellently served by the host, Bro . Clembw. The Brethren appeared to enjoy
themselves^ and separated early, highly delighted with the entertainment.

Lodge of Israel (No. 247) .—At the regular meeting of this numerous Lodge,
on Thursday, the 12th of March, held at Seyd's Hotel , hi Finsbury Square,
Bro. I. M. Isaacs, W.M., the following gentlemen were initiated into Masonry :—
Lazarus Sampson, Bober t Philip Noah, Thomas James Vallance, Henry Sibling,
and Joseph Platnour. Bros. A. Solomon , D. Davis, S. Joseph, and Howell, were
passed to the 2nd Degree ; and Bros. S. Solomon , Bernanclez, Abrahams, and
Clare; were raised to the 3rd Degree. The entire business, occupying five hours,
was gone through by the W.M. most excellently. There was a full attendance oi
the members, some new members proposed, and several more, we understand, are
waiting for initiation . . We are gratified to report that the Benevolent Fund
continues to increase.

Lodge or United Strength (No. 276). —At the monthly meeting of this
Lodge, held at the Gun Tavern, Pimlico, on the 10th March., Bro. Carter, W.M.
passed Bros. Hodgkin and Morris to the 2nd Degree. The next meeting of this
Lodge will be the last Masonic gathering at the Gun, which is about to be de-
molished for the Pimlico improvements. May we soon meet Bro . Backstraw in
another, and, if possible, better house.

St. Andrew's Lod ge (N o. 281).—This Lodge met on Thursday, the 5th March,
for the despatch of Masonic business, Bro. Pierce Egan, W.M., presiding. The
business consisted of advancing to a further Degree Bro. K. D. Hughes, which was
admirably performed by the W.M. After which a very pleasing and elegant
compliment was paid this Lodge by the presentation of a valuable Master's Jewel,
by Bro. P.M. Benj amin. West, being that of the square, in solid gold, the seal of
the Lodge attached thereto, to be worn by the W.M. and his successors in office.
It was resolved that the same be accepted, and that the warmest thanks of the
Brethren be proffered to Bro , P.M. West, for his munificent present. Bro. West
thereupon invested Bro. Egan with the Jewel, in a neat speech redolent of Masonic
kindly expressions of his regard to this Lodge, which he had had the pleasure of
being associated with for many years. The W.M., in returning thanks, alluded
to the honour done tho Lodge by the kind donor of the Jewel in a feeling and
eloquent speech . These matters ended, the Brethren adjourned to banquet, after
which the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and responded to.

Lodge of Union (No. 318).—A meeting of this Lodge was held at the Pree-
masons' Tavern , on Monday, the 2nd of March, Bro. Luff, W.M., presiding. The
business before the Lodge was the ceremonies of tho various Degrees, the per-
formance of which was admirabl y rendered by the W.M., assisted by his Officers.
Other business having been despatched, the Brethren adj ourned to dinner, and
spent a most harmonious evening.

Polish National Lodge (N o. 7 78).---This distinguished Lodge resumed its
Masonic labours on Thursday, the 12th M arch , at the PrecmasonB-' Tavern , W.M.
Bro. Johnson, presid ing with his usual ability ; the business being the advance-
ment of two Broth ers to the 2nd and 3rd Degrees, which ceremonies were
performed by the W.M. with his accustomed taste, The Breth ren appeared in
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mourning, on account of the recent death of P.M. Bro. Detkins, to which ̂  most
feeling allusion was made by P.M. Bro. Shujewski adverting to the kindly feeling
evinced towards the Brethren by their deceased Brother . He was one of the
earliest members of the Lodge, and had passed through the various offices leading
to the Chair in a manner to reflect the highest credit on himself and the Lodge.
After passing the Chair, instead of retiring from activ e duty, which is usual, Bro.
Detkins proffered his services to the Brethren as Secretary, the office being vacant
through unavoidable circumstances, which was gratefully accepted and held by the
lamented Brother until it pleased the Great Architect to call him to that undis-
covered country from wdiich no traveller returns. It was fu rther stated that his
almost sudden death had left a widow and six children totally un provided for. It
was proposed and seconded that the sum of five guineas'' should be handed to the
widow from the Lodge funds , for the present necessity, nntil arrangements for
farther assistance could be made. Bro. Paas kindly undertook the office of
Secretary, without the usual privileges attending that office, for which he was
thanked by the Brethren . An excellent banquet was provided by tlje proprietor of
the Freemasons' Tavern ; the members separating early, dispensing with the
hilarity usual to th is Lodge, in consequence of the circumstance above referred to.

Pitzbot Lodge (No. 880).-—This Lodge of Military Masons met at the head-
quarters of the Honourable Artillery Company, Finsbury, on Friday, 27th of
February, when Bro. Ballin (Quartermaster) - was raised to the Sublime Degree
of a Master MasOii, and Captain Jay was initiated into the mysteries of the
Order. The visitors were Bros. German and Pain, No. 11 ; Helsham, No. 113;
and Groepel, No. 580.

Canonbuey Lodge (No. 955).—The first meeting- of this Lodge, sin ce the
installation of the present W.M Bro. Bohn, took place on the 12th March, at the
Canonbury Tavern, Islington. The business of the evening consisted of the raising
of Bro. G-eorge Duke, the passing of Bros. Stroud, Driver, and Willis, and the
initiation of Mr. Alfred Folkes, the whole of the ceremonies being ably worked
by the W.M., assisted by a very competen t staff of Officers. At the conclusion
of business, the Brethren sat down to a banquet of a more than usually recherche
character, personally superintended by Bro. Todd, the worthy host of the tavern ,
whose restoration to health was the subject of great gratifi cation to the members
present. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts were received with a kindly and
unanimous feeling, which reflected great praise, whilst the introduction of them
was given in a style which the W.M. of this Lodge has made peculiarly his own ;
the generous sentiments he expressed in favour of the individuals selec ted, and his
deserving eulogiums on the character of the much-esteemed nobleman, the Deputy
Grand Master, served to exhibit the honest intensity of his feelings, and rendered,
if possible, each toast more acceptable to the Breth ren of the Lodge. In the
course of the evening, Bro . Edward Cox, with the permission of the W.M,,
proposed the health of the Brethren passed that evening, paying to each a well-
timed compliment ; the health of the initiat e having been in due course proposed
by the W.M., who made some very striking and forcible remarks upon the
demeanour of candidates during thei r terms of probation, and descan ted at some
leng th upon the excellencies and privileges of Freemasonry, as tending to improve
the morals of the human race, and at the same time to mollify and tone down the
acerbities and short-comings of society. Many of Lis comments were heartily
responded to by tbe members presen t, among whom were several visitors, and
were evident ly well and highly appreciated. The proceedings were agreeably
diversified by the vocal .abilities of Bros. Salt, Ensoul, File r, and others ; and on
the company separating, the farewell was given with a. feeling that unmistakeably
evinced the perfect harmony that exists in this young but prosperous Lodge.

INSTRUCTION.
Stkotc- Man Lodgk (No. 53).—Bro. Morbey's house, the kSim Tavern ., Long

Aero, having been rebuilt, this Lod ge of Instruction reassembled under his roof



FiiOWERT Field , Hyde.—Lodge of Fidelity (No. 623).—The members held then*
usual monthly meeting at the White Hart Inn, on Saturday, the 14th March .
After the transaction of the usual routine business, Bro. B.M. Eichholz initiated
Mr. Henry Frankan into the secrets and mysteries of the Order ; after which
Bro. John Yarker, W.M., initiated Mr, Frederick Riley, and passed two Brethren
to the 2nd Degree. The business of the evening being concluded and the Lodge
being closed, about twenty of the Brethren partook of supper , after which the
usual loyal and Masonic toasts were drunk , and appropriately responded to. Bros.
Bell, Harr i son , and several other Brethren of various Lodges, were present as
visitors.

DEVONSHIRE.
Exmouth .—Sun Lodge (No. 128) . — On Monday, March 8, the Brethren of the

Sun Lodge hel d their monthly meeting, when they presented Bro. George William
Turner , of Exeter, with a very handsome silver salver , together with the splendid
regalia of n, Bast Principal Z. of the Chapter. The silver salver , value 25 guineas,
was of a chaste and elegant design, and beautifully engraved in the centre with
the follow ing inscri ption :—"Presented to Bro . George William Turner , with a
Koyal Arch Itegalia of a P.Z., by the Members of the Sun Lodge and Chapter
\%\, Exm outl) , as a token of their personal regard, and acknowledgm ent of his
valuable services to their .Lodge and Chap ter, March 9, 1857." The Lodge was
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on the 3rd of March, when the ceremonies of consecration and installation were
ably worked by Bro. W. Watson, P.M., in the presence of a large number of the
Brethren ; Bro. Watson was assisted by the veteran Bro. Stephen Barton Wilson
as S.W., and Bro, Garfod , W.M. (No. 206), as J.W. The music was chanted by
the Bros. C. Hart and James Wilder Adams, accompanied by Bro. E. Hart on
the harmonium. At the close of business, the Brethren retired to a cold collation,
amply supplied by Bro. Morbey. The loyal and Masonic toasts were enlivened
by the vocal talents of the Brethren, varied with selections from several eminent
composers, perf ormed by an Italian ban d, engaged by Bro. Morbey, stationed in
the anteroom, thus closing a delightful evening, replete with instruction, finishing
with harmony, brotherly love, and friendship. We strongly recommend this
Lodge of Instruction to Brethren who are desirous to work and improve them-
selves in the Craft , it being conducted by Brethren eminent in the Order as
Masters and Past Masters. The accommodation is most excellent.

Prospeeity Lodge (No. 78). -— The above Lodge of Instruction, tinder the
direction of Bro. H. A. Isaacs, Hon . Lecture Master, holds its meetings on Thurs-
day evenings (at the White Hart Tavern, Bishopsgate-street) instead of Monday,
as heretofore. We can confidently recommend this Lodge to our Brethren in
the east.

St. John's Lodge (No. 196). —This; excellent working Lodge, which meets at
the Holly-bush Tavern, Hamp stead, has changed its meeting from Wednesday to
Thursday, at seven . It has been unanimously resolved to subscribe £1. Is.
annually to the old men's and widows' funds of the Benevolen t Institution.

Manchester Lodge (No. 200).—This well-known working' Lodge having
granted permission for a Lodge of Instruction, to be held at Bro. John Gur-
ton's, 10, Old Bond-street, the first meeting took place on Thursday, March 12 ;
Bro. Morris Levinson, W;M. of the Manchester, working two Degrees, and Bro.
Isidor Levinson, W.M. Boyal York, working a third . The arrangements were
of that nature to ensure, not only good information, but a degree of comfort
most desirable.



fully attended, and the presentation was made by Bro. Bickford, P.M. and P.Z,,
with a neat andy appropriat e address ; and was acknowledged by Bro. Turner in a
most eloqu ent and suitable reply, delivered, evidently, with feelings of deep
emotion/ .V ' - - ;^ • ¦ . '¦.". ' .¦. .

bouTHMOLTON. — Loyal Lodge of Industry (No. 610).—The regular monthly
meeting of this Lodge was held at the Fremasons' Hall, on Tuesday, the 3rd
February. The W.M.> Bro. Oram, duly passed Bro. Tanner to the 2nd Degree,
and initiated Mr. John Cock, j un., into the Order. Two gentlemen were
proposed as candidates for initiation. The Brethren adjourned from labour to
refreshment, and spent an hour in social converse and harm ony.

-ESSEX. .
COLCHESTER.^United Lodge (No. 998).—One very marked effect of the esta-

blishment of a military camp at Colchester has been to give a strong impetus to
Freemasonry. Both officers and privates on foreign service, as well as in passing
from town to town on home duty, find this ...universal bond of brotherhood of such
iniportant advantage, that Masonry is perhaps more general in the army than in
any other single profession. The Angel Lodge, No. 59—one of the most ancient
in the kingdom—has from the cause referred to experienced a large accession of
members ; and is probably in a more flourishing condition than at any former
period of its history. Of course, it is the desire of every sincere Freemason to
advan ce through the various degrees and honours of the Craft ; and in th is respect
the military Brethren experience a disadvantage, as their sojourn in a place is
rarely of su fficient duration to enable them to obtain and^ fill offices , the appoint-
ments to which only recu r annually, and to which in old Lodges resident members
have naturally a prior claim. With a view to obviate this difficulty in Colchester,
a proposal was recently started for forming a second Lodge, under military auspices.
An application for the recommendation of the existing Lodge to the petition to
the Grand Lodge of England for the grant of a warrant (the usual course of
proceeding) was not unnatural ly regarded with some jealousy, but was eventually
obtained ; and the Prov. G.M. granted a dispensation for immediately opening the
Lodge, although unabl e at presen t to make arrangements for its consecration in
regular form. The designation of this new body is the " United Lodge, No. 998,"
and the George Hotel has been selected as its loccde. The in stal lation of the
Master, and the appointment of officers, took place on Wednesday afternoon ; the
former ceremony being performed , at the desire of the Prov. G.M., by the W.M.
of the Angel Lodge—Bro. Thomas Hall. There was a great muster of the Craft,
including visitors from a distance, and several Breth ren of the Angel Lodge.
Among these were—Bros. Saul Isaacs, P. Prov. G.J. W ., Kent ; Lient. Gutzmer,
W.M., Harwich ; J. Patridge, Prov. G.S.W., Essex ; Hall, W.M. Angel Lodge,
and Prov. G. J.W. ; Miller, Osborne, and Boot, A.ngel Lodge. Of the Brethren
of the United Lodge there w ere present—Bros. Sir William O'Malley, Lieut .-col.
Whitmore, Majors Maydwell and Blankley ; Captains Burney, Perry, Browne,
Marriott,- Thelwal l, and Kenny ; J. Pattison, P. Prov. G.S.W • S. I). Forbes,
Prov. G.J.W. ; E. Williams, P. Prov. G. J.W. ; W. Wiseman ,?. Prov. G. Dir. Cer. ;
Rev. R. Bewick, T. Moy, Lieuts. Amiel,- Wi lliam s, Pi tzgerald , and Bennett ;
Ensigns Davies, Yardley, Cunning ham, Sharpe, and Blak e, Quartermaster
Morris, &c.

Bro. H. Law Maydwell, maj or 3rd battalion , was installed as the first W.M. of
the United Lod ge ; and the following were appoi nted as its Officers for the
ensuing year .-—Bros. Burn ey, Captain and Paymaster, S.W. ; Perry, Captai n,
89th, J.W. ; John Mann. Treas. ; S. D. Forbes, Sec. ; Rev. R. Bewick , Chap. ;
Wm. A. Neck, S.D. ; T. Morris, Quartermaster, dep dt bat.. J.D. ; Davies,
Ensign, 4th , I.G. ; O'Brien, Paymaster-sergeant, Essex Rifles, Tylen

The appointment of Dir. of Cers. was postponed.
Several candidates for initiation and join ing members from other Lodges were

proposed, and will be ballotted for at the next meeting.
At seven o'clock, the members of the Lodge and most of the visitors sat down

to an excellen t banquet, supplied by host Bro. Forbes ; the W.M., Bro. Maydwell,
presiding.



On the removal of the cloth, the Worshipful Master proposed in succession,
" The Queen and the Graft," ¦"¦ The Earl of Zetland, Grand Master of England,"
« The Earl of Yarborough) Deputy Grand Master, and the Grand Officers ;" each
of which toasts was drunk with Masonic honours.

The next toast was " The health of the Grand Master of the Province of Essex,
Bro. B> J. Bagshaw ;" in giving which the W.M. described him in warm term s as a
good man, an excellent Mason, a sincere promoter of the welfare of the Craft, and
an ornament to the Brovince.

Bro. Borbes, as the Senior Grand Officer present, returned thanks for the Prov.
GLM., and alluded to his unavoidable absence, which he was sure no one regretted
more than the Brov. G.M. himself

" The health of the Dep. prov. U-.M., Bro. Skinner, and Officers , was also
acknowledged, by Bro. Eorbes.

The W.M. proposed the health of Bro. Hall, W.M. Angel Lodge, and acknow-
ledged his ldnd and courteous assistance in the formation of the United Lodge^

Bro. Hall, in acknowledging the compliment^ expressed his opinion that the
promoters of this Lodge had a fair and j ust right to take the course they had done ;
and his beli ef that its establishment would result, as they had anticipated, in the
benefit of Masonry generally, without materially interfering with the prosperity of
the Angel Lodge.

The W.M. gave the health of the visitors, particularly mentioning Bro. Isaacs,
P. Pro v. J.G. W. Kent, and Brov Lieutenant Gutzmer, W^M. Harwich Lodge ;
and thanking the former for his assistance and a promised contribution towards
the paraphernalia of the new Lodge.

Bro. Isaacs returned thanks, and congratulated the W.M. upon the successful
establishment of the Lodge, which he believed would he considerably increased in
numbers before three months had elapsed. With regard to any little assistance he
might have rendered, he had been a Mason fifteen years, and considered it his
duty to assist, whenever it was in his power to do so, either in the formation of a
Lodge or in its subsequent working.

-r t .  ̂
t_ „ „_ .__ '_ _  i ee mi. _ i_ -.ni " .p - ' i i... xxr ii /r tV„_ tv/ t___ .i n >> ~ ~:„ ~Bro. Isaacs proposed "The health of the W.M., Bro. Maydwell, expressing

his conviction that he would rule and direct the United Lodge to the entire satis-
saction of every one of its members,; and eulogising him not only as a good
Mason, but as brave a soldier, a kind and dutifu l son, and an affectionate parent.
(Drunk with all the honours.)

The W.M. returned thanks for the exceedingly kind manner in which his health
had been proposed and drunk. It was with no small feeling of pride that he occu-
pied his present position for the first time. He had been eighteen years a Mason ;
and it had always been his wish and hope to attain to the Mastership of a Lodge ;
but from being so frequently removed from place to place, he had never till now
remai ned long enough in any town to reach that high office in which he had that
day been installed. Masonry, he need not remark, was the most ancient as well as
the most honourable Order in existence. They were told in their earlier ceremonies
that it was more ancient than the Golden Fleece—more honourable than the Star
and Garter, and he felt it to be so. A Mason's apron was a passport to friendshi p,
go where they would ; and the lives and fortunes that had been saved by tbe
exchange of signs could hardly be enumerated. The Square was justly represented
as the jewel of the Craft ; but the Level was almost equally important, because it
signified equality : and wherever Masons met there was no difference between the
Xorince and the lowest in the land, excep t the distinction arising from superior
skill, which the one might obtain equally with the other. He would only repeat
that he felt highly honoured in being chosen the first Master of this Lodge, and ,
if it should please their rulers to continue the present camp arrangement for
twelve months, he hoped to rule his Lodge, not only in strict accordance with the
laws of the Grand Order, hu t—if possible—so as to please everybody.

Bro. E. Willi ams proposed the health of the Senior and Junior Warden s of the
United Lodge, for which Bro. Burney, S.W., returned thanks, and remarked that
he had seen so much good result from Freemonry, that it gave him the greatest
pleasure to witness the advancement of the Craft .

Other toasts were drunk, aft er which the Breth ren separated.—Essex Standard ,



;v HAMPSHIRE. :- ;
Bournemouth.---Hengist Lodge (No. 230).—This Lodge assembled its members

for the despatch of Masonic business and the installation of Bro. W. Rebbeck, as
Worshipful Master, on Thursday, March 12th. The ceremony was performed by
Bro. P*M. Greaves, assisted by P.M. Sydenham, P.M. Bayley, and P.M. Moores,
from Poole. After the installation, the W.M. appointed his officers for the
ensuing year, as follows :—Bro. P. Tuck, S.W. ; Bro. Jno. Hihbidage, J. W. ;
Bro. Ingham, S.D. ; Bro. Rogers, T.G. ; and Bro. Bayley, Sec. After the
business of the Lodge a banquet was held, at which the usual loyal and patriotic
toasts were given and respond ed to, and a most delightful evening was spent.

' ¦' . - ISLE OF MAN.
Douglas. —Royal Isle of Man Lodge (No. 123) .—A warran t, No. 123, having

been granted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the first meeting under such
warrant was held on the 16th March at the house of host Bro. Biitterworth,
Prospect-hill, Doiiglas ; upon which occasion Bro. Mayle, late P.M. of the
Athol Lodge, No. 88, Birmingham, was unanimously elected W.M. There was
a very good attendance of the Craf t, and from the propositions made, ;thereTS'
every probability of the Lodge being very successful . A Lodge of Emergency
was held on the Wednesday evening following, when Dr. Ring was initiated into
the mysteries of the Craft, and Bro . John Bowman and two other Bre thren wer e
passed to the 2nd Degree. The duties of the chair were most ably performed by
Bro. Mayle, and it is a matter of congratulation to the Lodge that they start
un der the auspices of such an able W.M., nor must we neglect to particularise
Bro. Beid, late of Huddersfield , who, during the evening, most ably worked the
whole of the sections of the first lectu re. On being" called from labour to refresh-
ment, the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were severally given and responded to,
and a very happy and pleasant evening was enj oyed by the Brethren present. The
visiting Bros. S. Clark, of No. 316, Coventry ; J. N.. Ward, of Sheffi eld ; and A.
Bums, of Liverpool ; who, with the worthy W.M. and Bro. Beid and Capt. Long,
much added to the harmony of the evening, by some very excellent songs ; nor
must we omit to mention the banquet, which was served up in a most liberal
manner by Bro. Butterworth . A Lodge of Instruction in conn ection with the
Lod ge will be held every Wednesday evening : Bro . Beid, Lecture Master.

' KENT.
Margate.— Union Lodge (No. 149).—Th e monthly meeting of this Lodge took

place at the King's Head Hotel on Fri day, March 6th ; on which occasion Bro.
Capt. Goodriche Armstrong Fisher, 1st Regt. Bengal Native Infantry, was raised
to the Degree of M.M. by Bro. Osmond Phipps, P.M. Prov. G.Org. Several mem-
bers of the Royal Navy Lodge, No. 621, Bamsgate, were present, and much
good feeling and the greatest cordiality prevailed throughout the evening.

Bamsoate.—Royal Nary Lodge (No. 621).—A large muster of the Brethren of
this Lodge assembled at the Royal Hotel on Wednesday evening, tbe 18th March,
and being visited by several of the Margate Bre thren, the noble Lodge-room
was more than ordinari ly furnished with guests. The business of the evening
consisted of a raising and a passing : Bro. Cullen was raised most impressively,
by the indefatigable Bro. Osmon d Phi pps, P.M. of this and the Un ion Lodge,
Margate, and Prov. G. Org. for Kent ; and Bro. Close was passed by the excel-
lent W.M. Bro. Hodge. Among the visitors from Margate wore—Bros. Boys,
P.M. ; P. Prov. S.G.W. Hay ward, W.M. No. 149 ; Peekin , S.W. ; Stockley,
J .W. ; A. Hamilton, Grofchal l, Robinson , Gardner, Gurton , &c. &c. After the
Lod ge was closed, the Brethren spent two hours in agreeable intercourse, and
friendly and brotherl y conversation.

LANCASHIRE.
Bolton.—Anchor and Hope Lodge (No. ii).—The month ly meeting was held

at the Swan Hotel on Thursday, the 5th of March, when the W.M. Bro . M.u sgravc



was as usual supported by the attendance of all the officers ' and several visitors,
including Bro. Higson, J.W. of Lodge ISTo. 4S6* Bro. Livy was passed to the
Degree of Fellow Graft, and several matters of private Lodge business transacted.
The whole of the furniture of this first-class Lodge is now in course of being
redecorated , and many improvements effe cted, and by the next meeting, without
copying any of the tinsel decorations adopted by any recently disinterred Lodges,
will present a really brilliant appearance.

¦St .: JoliyCs Lodge (No. 268) .-̂ The monthly meeting of this Lodge was held on
Wednesday, the 18th of March, the W.M. Bro. Mitchell presiding. The altera-
tions of several of the by laws constituted the business of the evening, except the
appointment of Bro. Smith as Treasurer to the Lod ge, in the room of Bro. Piatt,
deceased. It was during the evening ann ounced by the Secretary that the sum of
£10 had been voted from the funds of the Prov. Grand Lodge, at its meeting in
Ashton, to Bro. James Isherwood, the oldest rneniber of the Lodge, and who had
been nine times an unsuccessful applicant for the benefits of the Annuity Fund in
London.

St. John's Lodge (No. 436) .—The: W,M. of this Lodge has evidently no reason
to complain of being unable to perfect himself in the ceremonies for want of
material at the last meeting : three candidates were approved, and two of them
initiated ; one Brother passed, and one raised, the whole being performed by the
WiiVL personally. The Lodges here appear to have been touched with an improve-
ment mania j  and following the example set them by the Sister Lodge, No, 268,
are rendering the Lodge much service by adopting in their additions and improve-
ments not only such things as: are useful and substantial, but such as may make
considerable pretensions to elegance, and yet avoiding everything gaudy and
unnecessary. We wish them all the prosperity th ey deserve.

Bolton- ke-Moors.—Lodge of Antiquity (No. 170) .—The Brethren of this Lod ge
assembled at the One Horse Shoe Inn , on Wednesday, the 11 th of March, to hold
the usual monthly meeting ; the Lodge was opened in clue form by the. W.M.,
Bro. Jas. Bay thorp, at seven p.m., supported by his full staff of officers. The
minutes of last Lodge meeting being read and confi rmed , the W.M. proceeded to
pass Bro. Bobert Whewell ; the efficient manner in which he performed the cere-
mony elicited the congratulations of all the Brethren present, this bein g the first
time of his performing the ceremony iu open Lodge; the officers of the Lodge
performed their duties in a most satisfactory and efficient mann er. The Lodge
being closed to the 1st Degree, and the business being disposed of, two gentlemen
were proposed as candidates for initiation.

In accordance wi th a circular from the Prov. Grand Lodge of the Eastern
Division of Lancashire, and by the especial desire of the Very Worshipful Bro,
A. H. Royds, D. Prov. G.M., that the Brethren of the province should manifest
their regard for the memory of the late P. Prov. G.M. the Bight Hon u the Earl
of Ellesmere, d eceased, the Lodge and Breth ren were in mourning ; the strict dis-
cipline observed caused the Lodge to bear a very solemn and imposing appearance
which could not fail of reminding every Brother present of the uncertainty of
human life, and that a Masoruc Lodge was no ordinary place of meeting, more
especially when we find the Brethren pay ing that respect due to the memory of
deceased Brethren . The Lodge was closed in form, and the Brethren sat down to
refreshment ; the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were proposed and responded to,
but singing on this occasion was dispensed with. The W.M". called on Bro . It.
Mitchell , P.M., to respond to the memory of the late P. Prov. G.M. of East
Lancashire, the Bight Hon. the Earl of Ellesmere ; in doing so Bro. Mitchell
passed a high eulogium on tho charac ter of the late earl , not only as a Mason
but as a nobleman, respected amongst all classes from the humble cottager to tho
highest in the land.

Manchester.—Lodge of Integr ity (No. 180).—The usual monthly meeting of
this Lodge was held at the Brunswick Hotel , Piccadilly, on Wednesday, February
25th . After tho usual preliminary business, Bro. John Baker, W.M., initiated
Mr. Thomas Gilbert Backhouse and Mr. William Wright [Stewart. The discussion



of other business followed , which \vas concluded by the proposition of a gentleman
for initiation, and the Lodge being closed, the Brethren retired to supper, at the
conclusion of. which the usual toasts were given, and very appropriately responded
to. The Brethren separated af ter having spent a very agreeable evening
the visitors present were Bro. T. F. Pollitt, W.M. No. 177, and Prov. G. Beg.
of East Lancashire, and Bro. John Tuniiah, P.M. No. 44, and Prov. G. Sec. of
East Lancashire.

LINCOLN SHIBE.
Boston.—Lodge of  Harmony (No, 339).—The Lodge of Instruction in connec-

tion with No. 339, held a meeting on the third Thursday in February* at which
Bro. Close, J.W., as W.M., very ably ini tiated a candidate into the mystic ties.
At the regular monthly communication of the Parent Lodge, holden on the 10th
March last, Bro. Greenwood, P.M., and Prov. G. Dir. of Cer., in the unavoidable
absence of Bro. Pocklington, the W.M., very ably discharged the duties, and raised
Bro. Lewin to the 3rd Degree. The Brethren afterwards retired to ban quet, after
which several excellent songs were sung' by Bros. Clos e, Bothaniley, Thoni as (a
visiting Brother), and others. The Brethren parted at lovv twelve, well satisfied
with the evening's proceedings, and in harmony with each other.

Spalding-.—Htindred of Elloe Lodge (No. 690).—At the monthly communica-
tion of the members of this Lodge, holden on 3rd March last, Bro. Tidswell,
P.M. and Prov. G-. J.D., raised Bro. Preston to the Sublime Degree of a M.M.
It was also unanimously resolved to raise the yearly subscription to the Lodge, to
enable it to subscribe to the different Masonic chanties ; which is a step in the
right direction.

NORTHUMBERLAND.
Newcastle.— Northumberland Lodge (No. 985).— The last meeting of the Masons

of this new Lodge took place on Monday, the 2nd of March ; present, the W. M.,
Bro. M. L. Jobling in the chair, supported by P.M. E. D. Davis, Bros. B. J.
Thompson, S.W., Wm. Johnston, J.W., and other officers and brethren. Several
Brothers were proposed as joining members. The W.M., P.M., and Wardens of
St. Hild's Lodge, No. 292, of North Shields, paid a visi t to the Lodge, and were
fraternally and cordial ly greete d by the Brethren present, andjthe complimen tary
remarks of the W.M. were ably and feelingly answered by P.M. R. B. Ridley,
Prov. J.S.W. of Durham, and by the W.M. of St. Hild's.

OXFORDSHIRE.
Banbuey .—Oherwcll Lodge (No. 878).—On Monday, March 2, the members of

this Lodge held their an niversary festival . ' The Lodge was opened at half-past
three p.m., and an initiation, with other business, proceeded with . The S.W.
Bro. J. T. Cooke was installed W.M. in the place of Bro. Ha ward, whose year of
office lias expired. The ceremony of Installation was most impressively performed
by P.M. Hester (of Oxfo rd). After which the W.M. appointed his officers as
follows ;—W. Dryden, S.W. ; J. B. Looker, J.W. ; C. C. Dormer, S.I). ; J.
Scroggs, J.D. ; C. I). Faulkner, Sec. ; J. Graves, Dir. of Cer . ; T. Calcutt, Org. ;
W. Coleman, I.G. ; and W. W. Floyd and W. J. Bowell, Stewards. The instal -
lation of officers completed, the Brethren and a distinguished company parto ok of
a dinner in the banquet-room.

SOUTH . WALES.
Carnakvon.—St. Peter 's Lodge (No. 00J)). —The usual monthly Lodge was

held on the 6th of March , when Bros. II. Norton and R, J. H. Thomas were
raised to the S.D. of M.M. by Bro. W. II. Cole, in his usual impressive manner .
The lecture on the Tracing Board in the 3rd Degree was also given by Bro. Colo,
and seemed to excite great interest, if one may jud ge from the par ticular attention
paid during its delivery. We are glad to see that this lecture was given , and
hope to see the ceremony universally adopted in all Lod ges, both on account of its
own intrinsic beau ty, and from the fact that the S.D. of MM', is really i ncomp lete
without it ,



A Lodge of Emergency was held on the 16th of March, when Mr. Oliver
Powell (barrister,) was initiated into the mysteries of the Order by the W.M.,
Bro. W. G. Si Thomas, in a particularly impressive manner ; and Bro. W.
Morris was passed to the 2nd Degree by Bro. W. H. Cole. There was a very full
Lodge on the occasion, and on a letter being read from the G. S. informing the
Brethren of the appointment of Bro. John Jo lines as R.W. Prov. G.M. for the
Western Division of South Wales, the Secretary was unanimously requested to
w rite to that Brother congratulating him on his

Llandilo.— St. Teilo Lodge (No. 996).—The Warrant of Constitution has been
granted by the M.W.G.M., the Earl of Zetland, for this Lodge, and Bro. Johnes,
R.W. Prov. G.M. has promised to open it in person, assisted by Bro. F. D.
Michael, P.M., and Prov. Gr Dir. of Cer. for the Eastern Division of South Wales.
Every endeavour has been made to open it with eclat , and " a large gathering of
Brethren is expected. We intend giving a full account of the opening in our
next.

Pembroke Dock.— Loyal Welsh Lodge (No. 525).—The affairs of this Lodge
are in a most flourishing condition. A great number of candidates have been
initiated during the past year, and every thing goes on prosperously. The landlord
of the . Victoria Hotel, where the Lodge has long been held, is providing a
capacious Lodge-room in the addition s he is making to his premises ; and when
nnished, new regalia will be provided , for which the funds are ample. On the
recent St. John's day, the Brethren, as has been their custom for many years,
dined together, the new Master, Bro. Captai n Gillies, presiding, supported by
Bro. Harries as S.W., and Bro. Warlow, J.W., the whole of the arrangements
being under the especial superintendence of Bro. Dr. Thomas, Prov. G. Dir. of Cer.
(under whose able direc tion every public ceremony in the county for the last
twenty years has been effected), and who conducted the business in the most
efficient manner imaginable. The dinner took place at six p.m., and the Brethren
enjoyed themselves exceedingly, breaking up, it being Saturday night, j ust before
the moon had reached

" Of Heaven's high arch—the Icey-stane ,'

singing, at the instigation of Bro. P.M. Sturband , one verse of the national
anthem. Among the members present, besides those above named, were Bros.
P.M. Llewhelling, B.M. McLean, Hatchings, Chappel, Captain Reese, James,
Rollings, Ben, Teeadale, J. Thomas, Cargill, Braine, and many others.

SUSSEX.
Chichester.—Lodge of Union (No. 45).—At the monthly meeting of this

Lodge, held on Thursday, March 12, the W.M. , Bro. James Powell, jun., P.M.
No. 45, in the chair, about thirty members of the Lodge were present, and the
following visi ting Brethren :—Bros. Bast rick , P.M. No. 428 ; Kirton , No. 717 :
Capt. Topham, 4th Light Dragoons, No. 246 ; Ca p t. Dashwood, 20th Regiment,
No. 437 ; Capt. Hawkins, 20th Begiment , No. 437 ; and Lieut. Thomas Peach ,
20th Begiment. Mr. Charles Henry Adames and Mr. George Holmes were
balloted for and accepted as candidates for initiation. Bro. Halsted proposed, in
a few appropriate remark s, that , a donation of Ten Guineas be given from the
Lodge funds to the West Sussex, East Hants, and Chichester Infirmary, which
was seconded by Bro. G eorge Smith , S.W., and carried unanimously. On the
motion of Bro. Gambling, P.M., a committee wss appointed to take the necessary
steps to secure, if possible, the election of Bro. Simmons , P.M. No. 45, to an
annuity in May next. Messrs. C. H. Adames and G. Holmes were then severally
initiated . By command of the W.M. , the Junior Warden explained the tools of
an E .A.A. ; and Bro. 'Halsted, late S.W., and W.M. in esse, delivered the charge
with due emphasis and discretion. Bros. Mu rless and C, Adames were then passed
to the degree of Fellow Craft ; and Bros. Bawet and Iloblyn were raised to the
Sublime Degree of Master Mason . The Lodge closed in harmony.
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WAKWICKSHIRE.
Birmingham.—Howe Lodge (No. 857).~^A numerous meeting of the members of

this Lodged was held in their rooms, Newhall-street, Birmingham, on Monday,
March 9, under the presidency of the W.M. Bro. IC. Marshall, when Bros,
Lindner and Johnston were raised to the 3rd Degree, and th ree gentlemen ac-
cepted for initiation , This Lodge has taken another step in the right direction ,
having commenced the formation of a library, so that when the candidate is
req[iiested to make the liberal arts and sciences his study, the means will be at his
disposal. The Secretary Bro. Bfoughton , presented to the Lodge a very handsomely
bound complete set of the Freemasons' Magazine, ^nd the Penny Encyelopmdia
and Supplement. Several Brethren also promised presents of books. The
Secretary stated, that as the rooms were unfinished, it would be well to read
a statement of accounts, showing how the money had been raised and
expended , and concluded by-doing so ; and in the most generous manner pre-
sented his forty shares of £5 each in the building to the Lodge. At the con*
elusion of the business, the usual collection for benevolent purposes was made
by the Treas. Bro. J, W, Lloyd, P.M,, in a very elegant box, presented by him
to the Lodge for that purpose. The Brethren th en separated in harmony and
brotherly love,

WORCESTEBSHIBE.
Dudley.— Har monic Lodge (No. S l f y ,  Freemasons' Tavern.—T̂

by his Officers, opened Lodge on Tuesday, the 3rd, at the customary hour of
half-past six, p.m. Soon afterwards, the Bight Worshipful Brother, H. C. "Vernon ,
the Prov. G. M., was announced, together with Bro. the Rev. A. G. Davies, M.A.
(P.M. No. 730, and W.M. No. 819), his Prov. G. Chaplain ; Bro. M. Masefield
(P.M.), Prov. G. Treas. ; Bro. the Bev. E H .  A. Gwynne, M.A., Prov. G. Chap-
lain of Staffordshire (P.M. No. 435, and Chap, to No. 819) ; and Bro. W. Howells,
Prov. G. S. of Works. Staffordshire. The Right Worshipful Prov. Grand Master
was received with the customary honours, and welcomed with the greatest cor-
diality and delight by the Brethren presen t, although they were taken unawares.
The W.M. then proceeded with the business upon the circular, and initiated a
gentleman into the mysteries of the Craft. The charge being delivered by the
immediate P.M., great attention was paid to the working by the R. W. Brother,
who corrected one or two little irregularities in the working (th ough most univer-
sally committed), and proved by the observations add ressed to the Brethren , his
own proficiency and efficiency in the science. Lodge being closed, the Brethren
adjourned to banquet, at which the Bight Worshipful the P.G.M. most ably
presided. The other visitors present were Bro. J. Williscroft, P.M. No. 838, and
J. Davies (M.R.C.S.), J.D. No. 435, and S.W. No. 960.

Royal Standard Lodge (No. 730).—At the March meeting of this Lodge at the
Dudley Arms Hotel, two gentlemen were initiated into the mysteries and privileges
of the 1st Degree. There were many visitors present, and a fair muster of
Brethren.

The Vernon Lodge (No. 819).—The meeting of this Lodge took place at the Old
Town Hall, Dudley, on Wednesday, 18th March, the ceremonies being performed
by the Rev. W.M., an initiation and a passing.

Per severance .Lodge (No. 838).—At the meeting of this Lod ge on 25th March ,
two Bre thren were initiated , and other business transacted . It was expected that
Bro. Sheridan , the candidate for Dudley, and who has since been elected, would
have attended , but an importan t meeting prevented him.

Woecebter.— Worcester Lodge (No. 349).— At the usual March banquet of this
Lodge, h eld at the Bell Hotel, on Wednesday, the 1.1th March, a pleasing testi-
monial of the esteem entertained by the Brethren of that Lodge for the zealous
Services rendered for so many years by Bro. Joseph Bennett , P.M., was presented
by Bro. P.M. G riffiths, in the shape of a portra it of that gentleman, in an en-
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riched gilt frame, surmounted with Masonic emblems. The portrait, executed by
Mr. W. W. Nicoll, is an admirable likeness, beautifully painted, and finished with
elaborate minuteness.

A Provincial Grand Lodge is to be held in the Masonic Hall, Huddersfi eld, on
the 8th instant. f

Huddersfield. —Huddersfield Lodge (No. 365).—-On Wednesday evening,
March 11, Bro. Hanson, the W.M. of this Lodge, initiated into the mysteries
of the 1st Degree of our Order Messrs. James and Edward Battye, of this town.
The duties of the evening were performed with that accuracy which ever dis-
tinguishes this Lodge, and affords so much pleasure to every working Mason to
witness. The circumstance of the candidates being twin brothers imparted a
a peculiar interest to the ceremony. After the business, sixty-seven Brethren sat
down to refreshment, including the Worshipful Masters of each of the other Lodges
in the town, and a very harmonious evening was passed.

JERSEY. . .
Royal Sussex Lodge (No. 722).—Through the kindness of Bro. Spencer, we have

been favoured with a view of three gavels about to be presented to the Lodge by
Bro. G. Williamson, Lieut. 60th Rifles, J.W. ; they are made of Rhinoceros Horn ,
the ends and handles of the hammers are ornamented with richly-chased silver, the
emblems of office, inscription, and crest, are also of silver inserted in the horn 3
and beautifully executed, the whole showing great taste and skill in the
manufacturer.

EOYAL ARCH.

St\ James's Chapter (No. 2).—The Companions of this eminent Chapter met
on Thursday, the 5th of March, at the Freemason s' Tavern, for the installation of
the Princi pals elect, Comps. Willam Stuart, jun., M.P., M.E.Z. ; I'Anson, H. ;
and R. Wheeler, J., presiding. The newly-elected Principals were presented by
Comp. John Henderson, P.Z., who assisted Conap. Stuart in performance of the
imposing ceremony of Installation, Comps. PAnson, M.E.Z. ; Wheeler, H. ; and
W. P. Scott, J. Comp. Crew was reinvested as E. ; N. Solomons, N. ; W. R.

METROPOLITAN CHAPTERS.

Wood, P.S. At the conclusion of the business the Companions adjourned to an
excellent banquet ; the three new Principals presiding, supporte d by many of the
members, among whom were the M.E. Comp. William Stuart, G. Supt. of Herts ;
there being also present as visitors Comps. J. H. Law, Z. No, 324 ; W. Earn-
field , P.Z. No. 7 ; J. How, P.Z. No. 593 ; and F. Slight, No. 109. 

^ 
In proposing

the healths of the three Principals, Comp. Stuart said, the manner in which those
Companions had discharged the duties of their previous offices was a guarantee
for efficient performance of those now committed to them, and he complimented
them on the attention th ey had each paid to the business. Comp. Henderson, as
a P.Z. of many years' standing, expressed his great pleasure at witnessing the pre-
sence of all the newl y-elected Principals, as well as the other Officers , on the night
of installation.:. The viands and wines were first-rate, nothing was omitted that
could contribute to the comfort of those present, and the vocal talent of some of
the members aided in the enj oyment of a pleasant evening.

Fidelity Chapter (No. 3).—At a Convocation of this Chapter held at the
London Tavern , on Er iday, 6th March, Comp, J. C. Shackleton was presented
with a handsome gold Jewel, bearing the following inscription :—" Presented by
the members of the Chapter of Fidelity, No. 3, to Comp, J. C. Shackleton , P.Z.,



in token of their approbati on of his efficient services, while presiding over them
as First Principal, 1856;"

British Chapter (No. 8).—This distinguished Chapter met at the Freemasons'
Tavern on Friday, 6th March ; Comp; Stohwasser, P.Z., was inducted into the
chair of the First Principal for the ensuing year ; and Comp. Ridgway was
installed as I. by Comp. Gibson, P.Z. Comp. Wellington Yallance was invested
as S.E., Else N. Pepper , P. S; Pro. Harris, of the British Lodge, was exalted
to this Sublime Degree. JFhe Chapter marked its sense of the eminent services of
Comp. Stohwasser during the past year by presenting him with a handsome Past
Principal's Jewel.

Robekt Buknts Chapter (No. 25).—A convocation of this excellent and numerous
Chapter was holden at the Freemasons' Tavern on Monday, the 23rd March, when
Comp. W. Watson, P.Z., in the unavoidable absence of Comp. Elmett Robinson,
exalted Comps. Marcius and Braham into the Supreme Degree. Comps. Kirby,
Carpenter, and Allen were then respectively installed as First, Second, and Third
Principals; but having all previously passed the chair in the Gravesend Lodge, the
ceremonies were shorn of much of their impressiveness. The other Officers were

-invested as follows :—- Comps. Wm. Blackburn, Treas. ; Tombleson, Scribe E. :
Hewlett, N. ; Frampton, P. Soj. ; C. W. Harrison and Collard, Assist. Soj s. On
the motion of Comp. Tombleson, seconded by Comp. Blackburn, it was unani-
mously resolved, that Comp. Watson be elected an honorary member, in testimony
of his long and important services to the Chapter in the obtaining the Charter,
of which he was mainly influential. A P.Z. Jewel was also voted to Comp.
Elmett Robinson, for his attention to the duties of his office and interests of the
Chapter during the past year. The Comps., to the number of nearly 40, afterwards
supped together, and spent a very pleasant evening, which was much heightened
by the vocal exertions of Comps. Genge and Lawler, who visited the Chap ter.
Amongst the other vi sitors we observed Comps. Jos. Smith , G. Dir , Cer. ; T. A.
Adams, Z. elect, of No. 206 ; Norman, Copus, and others.

Mount Sign Chapter (N o. 169).—At a Convocation holden on Monday, the
23rd of March, at Radley's Hotel (present — Comps. Henry Muggeridge, as
M.E.Z. ; R. Sharpe, H. ; J. Johnston, J. ; and others), a communication from
Comp. Steele, M.E.Z., was read, regretting th at illness alone prevented his
attendance on the duties of his office. A ballot was taken for the admission to
the Royal Arch Degree of Bro. John S. Boughey, of Lodge No. 22, which being
in his favour he was admitted and exalted into this Sublime Degree, by the
Acting First Principal Comp. How, P.Z., performing the duties of P. S. in the
absence of Comp. Spooner. Afte r the discharge of the several duties of the
Chapter the Companions adjourned to the ban quet. The M.E.Z. pro tern., in
proposing the health and a welcome to Comp. Boughey, congratulated the Chapter
on the accession of that worthy Brother to the Chap ter, as his assiduity and
attainments in Craft Masonry afforded great promise of his diligence in the
superior rank he had that night attained ; and he mentioned that Comp. Boughey
had undertaken to work one of the sections at the anniversary meeting of
the Lodge of Instruction connected with the Lodge of Stability on the 24th of
April.

Donatio Chapter, No. 206.—On Thursday Evening, the 26th March , the instal-
lation of Officers in this Chapter, took place at the Falcon Tavern , Fetter-lane,
wh en Comp. T. A. Adams was installed into the chair, as M.E.Z., by Comp.
Crawley ; Comp. Thom pson, into the chair of II. by the M.E.Z. ; and Comp.
Slmry, into the chair of J. by Comp. Watson. The other officers are as follow :—
Comp. Bone, P.Soj. ; Comps. Tyrrallaud Suter, Ast.Soj.; Comp. Odell, N. ; Comp.
Blunt was duly elected as Janitor. Bro, J. R. Smith, of No. 196, and Bro. Dixon ,
of No. 203, were ably exalted by the M.E.Z. At the close of the business, the
Comps. retired to a most excellent banquet, provided by Comp. Ireland. The
visitors who were present on the occasions, were Comps. Ki rby, Watson ,
Crawley, Daly, Blackburn , Couchman/ Potter, Lee, &c, &c. Everything passed
off th roughout the evening with the utmost eclat.



Jerusalem Chapter (No. 218)—The Companions of this Chapter met in con-
vocation on Tuesday, 10 th March, at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark. The
only business of the evening was the election of officers for the year ensuing, and
the unanimous result of the ballot was as follows :-^~Comps. Sheen, M.E.Z. ; Levy,
H,; McCulloch, J. ; Manico, P.Z., S.E. ; Burton, S.N. ; Shepherd, P.S. ; and
Patten, P.Z. and P.G.S.B., Treas.

PROVINCIAL CHAPTERS
Cheltenham.— Chapter of Unanimity (No. 97). —This flourish tng Chapter held its

annual meeting on the 11th of March, when the three Principals for the ensuing
year were installed by the M.E.P.Z., Comp. Newmarch :—Comp. the Rev. T. A.
Southwood, Z. ; Comps. Ticelvurst and Trinder, J. The other Officers for the
year are Comp. the Hon . James Button (Prov. G.M.), P.S. ; Comp. Sleed, E. •
Comp. Gumnett, N^ ; Comps. Rev. H. Price and Alex, Assistant Sojourners ;
Comp. Smith, Organist. There were also present the following Companions :—
McDonell, P. Prov. G.S. Madras ; Bayly, Smith, Brandon, Williams, Ball, Atkins,
Elcum, Douglas. Bros; J. B. Smith, Cottle, Brookes, Hunt, Shirer, and Reece,
were exalted to the Sublime Degree. Several Brethren »were proposed for exalta-
tion at the next Convocation of the Chapter in June. The recent revival of
the Provincial Grand Lodge has given an impetus to Masonry in Gloucestershire.
No less than ten candidates were to have been exalted on the occasion alluded
to, and it is beginning to be discovered in this neighbourhood that there is
something beneath the surface of Masonry which recomm ends itself to the
respect and admiration of those who have been admitted to a parti cipation in its
mysteries and benefits.

If &wicr.—Royal Sussex Chapter (No. 522) .—This respectabl e and nourishing
Chapter held their usual quarterly meeting on the 11th instant, in the New
Assembly Rooms, The Chapter being duly opened , the following Breth ren were
balloted for, and exalted to the Sublime Degree of Royal Arch :—Bro. J. Crispine,
P.M. No. 522 ; Bro. H. Neeve, J.W. No. 131 ; Bro. H. Luff, J.W. No. 522 ;
Bro. the Rev. H. Eaton , No. 757. The duties of the exaltation were performed
by the most excellen t Z., Comp. S. B. King, in a manner which reflected great
credit upon the worth y Companion , and the Chap ter of which he is First
Principal ; the second chair was filled by Comp. the Rev. F. W. Freeman ;
Comp. J. Head (pro tern.)  in the third ; the duties of the Principal Soj ourner by
Comp. C. J. Townsend.

Maid stone.—Belvidere Chap ter (No . 711).—The second convocation of the
newly constituted Chapter at Maidstone was held on Wednesday, January 28.
The chairs were filled by Comps. Whittaker, Z. ; Pike , II. ; and Crutterden, J.,
with the assistance of that distinguished and enthusiastic Mason , Comp. Keddall,
P.Z. of Sheerness, who expounded " the mystical portion," and the other officers
of the Chapter ; the impressive ceremony of installation was performed in a style
highly creditabl e to the infant Chapter. s A most agreeable and Fraternal party
afterwards dined together at the Star Hotel, under the presidency of the
M.E.Z., Whittaker ; Comp. Crutterden , j un . filling the vice-ch air. Amongst
the visitors were P.Z. Isaacs, of Chapter No. 20, Prov. G. Sec. of the county of
Kent : P.Z. Vale, of Hereford ; Comp. Gammel l, No. 20, &c. &c.

Newcastle.—Chapter de Swinburn e (No. 24). -—This Chap ter held its regular
meeting on Tuesday , the 10th of M arch . Tbe Chapter was opened by the M.E.
Pirst Princi pal, P>. J. Thompson , and other present and past Princi pals. Three
Brethren were balloted for exaltation , and one being present was duly exalted
by the M.E. First Princi pal . After the ceremony and other routine business,
th ree other Brethren were proposed for exaltation , and the business concluded in
love and harmony .

Chap ter de Stissex (No. oSG) .~-Friday, the 13th of March, was the regular con-
vocation for the election of officers for the ensuing yea r, when the Chapter was



opened by P̂ Z.M.E. Comp. John Barker and other Principals present. On the
ballot being taken, the fbllbwing were duly declared, elected as Principals and
officers for the ensuing year,.viz. :—-M.E. Comps. George Beldon, as Z.; J. P.
Hodge, H, ; Henry Bell, J. ; Henry Hothani, E.; WW Phies, W. ; Robert
"Fisher, P.S. ; E. D. Bavis, Treas. ; J. Trotter, Jan. There being no mrth^^business, the Chapter closed in love and harmony.

Nobthampto^shire.-—Northampton Chapter (No. 468).—This Chapter, com-
posed of the most distinguished cdmpanions of the province, met at the George
Hotel, Northampton, on Friday^ March 13, on which .; occasion the Marquis of
Huntley, who in early life was one of the /best promoters of all truly British
sports, and is now the most able supporter of Masonry in his province, was -'"in-.
stalled as Z.; Comps. Styer,H.; Welchman, J.V Roberts was investe
tenbeg, N.; and Capt. Andrew, T.8. Two Brethren were exalted to the Sublime
Degree of Boyal Arch Masons. The Companions then proceeded to partake of an
elegant banquet, and after the usual Masonic toasts, Comp. Styer rose to propose
"The Health of the Noble Marquis," and congratulated the Chapter on being
presided over by so noble and justly-esteemed a Companion
self so much for the benefit of the province of which he is Prov. G. M., and
thereby gained the love and affection of Iris Brethren . The noble Marquis, in
return, expressed the great pleasure he fel t at all times in furthering the interests
of Masonry, and in proposing ^ The Health of the Visitors," Comps. James, P.Z.,
No. 607 ;

^
Br. Burlton, P.Z., No. 756 ; Crawley, P.Z., No. 25 ; Lingard, No. 51;

and Mulliner, No. 35^, thanked th em for their eminent services in performing
the services of the evening. Comp. Dr. Burlton thanked the Chapter for the
compliment, and at the same time expressed his sorrow that the ceremony of
Exaltation had been unavoidably curtailed from want of time, as he thought it
was always of the greatest importance to impress the minds of the newly-exalted
as much as possible. At this period the before-named inexorable progressionist,
who waits no more for the most exalted than for the most humble, caused the noble
Marquis and several Companions to leave, and proceed to the railway terminus ;
and we left Comp. Higgins, Mayor of Northampton, proposing " The Health of
the newly-exalted Companions/ , with his usual manly eloquence.

TAXJKTm.—Chapter of Sincerity (No. 327) .—On Monday, March 2, a Chapter
was held for the purpose of installing the three Principals Elect, and exalting five
Brethren to this Supreme Degree ; and Comp . Percy Wells, M.E.Z. No. 48, was
honoured by being invi ted to perform the ceremonies. After the Chapter was
opened in ancient and solemn form, the M.E.Z., Comp. Wells, assisted by M.E.
Comps. Cave,, of Yeovil, and Horniman, of Taunton, installed Comps. May as Z.,
Waghorn as H., and Kingsbury as J. Comp. Bogers, of Yeovil, was also
installed in to the chair of J., in order that he might take that seat in his own
Chapter. After the Chapter of installed Principals had been closed, and the
Officers of the Chapter inducted, the M.E.Z. resigned his seat to Comp. Wells,
who exalted Bro . the Hon . Maj or Charles Napier, P.J.G.W., Somerset ; Bros.
Abrahams, P.M. No. 327 ; Butler, P.M. No. 327; Oakley, W.M. No. 327 ; and
Mitchell, Prov. G. Pursuivant, in which duty he was assisted by Comp. Ashley,
S.W. and P. Soj. of the Royal Cumberland Ch ap ter, No. 48, Bath , wh ose
beautiful working elicited the unqualified approbation of the Principals, Com-
panions, and Candidates. At the conclusion of the ceremony the whole o£ the
members present adj ourned to a recherche ban quet ; and it has never been our
lot to be present at any festive board where more " unanimity and sinceri ty "
and Brotherly love prevailed. After refreshment, the Companions resumed their
labours, when the lecture was given by the M.E. Comp. Percy Wells ; and after
some little routine business, the Chap ter was closed in hurmony. These accessions
to the Order, which are only a prelude to still greater ones, proceed from the
intended establishmen t, in a few days, of a Camp of Knights Templar, which will
he opened in the presence of, and be named after, the G.M,, Colonel Tynte.



We have been requested to publish the following important Circular Letter,
relative to this exalted Order of Masonry.

To Me State Gf rcmd, cmd Subordinate, Commdnderies> under the jurisdictio n of the
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, f or the United States of America.

Sir Knights,—At the Triennial Session of the General Grand Encampment of
Knights Templar for the United States of America, held at Hartford , Connecticut,
in September, 1856, " Sir Knight Gourdin on^red the Mlowing res

: < < ( W
the martyrdom of our revered Grand Master, Ja
written ; and whereas, such a history would greatly tend to produce^ ^ ^u^
sentiment among the Brethren of the various Masonic rites, and to place our
illustrious Order in v its true position before the world ; and /whereas also, the
materials for such a work can only he obtained in Europe. Beit therefore resolved,
That a Committee be appointed, whose duty it shall be to report, at their earliest
convenience, concerning the feasibility of producing an accurate history of the
Order of Knights Templar from the death of the martyr to the present time ; and
the best method of accomplishing this object.'

" Which was read, and, on motion of Sir Knight Morris, laid upon the table
until the new Constitution is acted upon arid disposed of.5'*

But, subsequently, this resolution " was, on motion of Sir Knight Morris, taken
up and referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Sir Knights Gourdin}
Tucker, and Gould "f

We desire to report at the next Triennial Session of the Grand Encampment, at
Chicago, Illinois, in September, 1859 ; and in order that we may do so advisedly,
beg leave to solicit your views concerning the Resolution proposed. To enable
you fully to comprehend the importance of the proposition, we crave your atten -
tion to the following

KEMAllKS.

The Templars seem, after the death of Be Molay on the 11th March, 1314, to
have become divided into at least four parties,:}: viz :—

I. The Knights in Portugal and Italy, subsequently called Knights of the
Order of Christ.

II. The, followers of Peter DAumont. These Knights are principally found
in Sweden ; and Stockholm is said to be the chief seat of their Order. They
contend that Peter D'Aumont was the legitimate successor of De Molay, and
prod uce a list of Grand Masters down to the present time. Their Grand Masters
have never, we believe, been acknowledged except in the Masonic System of
Strict Observance.

III. The followers of John Marc Larmenius, who claim that he was the
successor of James Be Molay, and the founder of the present Order of  the Temple

* " Proceedings of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar for the United
States of America," &c. Washington ; Printed by J. T. and Lem Towers,
1856, p. 29.

t Ibid, p. 50.
j '"Historical Sketch of the Order of Knights Templar," &c. By Theodore

S. Gourdin, S.P.ll.S. Commander. Published by request of the Encampment,
Charlestowri, S. 0. Walker & Evans, Book and Job Printers, 1855, pp. 21, 28,
and the authorities therein cited.
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in France, They produce a list of Grand Masters from Larmenius to the present
day. But these Grand Masters have never, it seems, been recognized as such
except in France.

IV. The Templars who are not embraced in either of these three divisions.
And. these may again be divided into the Scotch &nd the English *

The Scotch Templars may be subdivided in to two classes :—
1st. Those who fought for Bruce at Bannockburn .
2nd. Those who entered the Order of Knights Hospitallers.
To the first of these we are probably indebted for the Rite of Heredom, of

twenty-five degrees, which was subsequently amplified into the Ancient and
Accepted Rite of thirty-three degrees ; and to the second, for the degree of Malta,
which is incorporated into our Ritual. A pdrtion of the Templars in Scotlan d,
however, at the present day, contend that tjiey have preserved the Order in all its
purity from the time of De Molay unconnected with Freemasonry.

The English Templars may be subdivided into three classes ,:•—
1st. The Knights of Baldwin.
2nd. The Templars who owe allegiance to the Grand Conclave of England,
3rd. The Templars of the United States.
The Knights of Ealdwyn assert that their Encampment at Bristol, termed the

Bal dwyn Encampment, was established about the time of the return of Richard
Ceeur de Lion from the Holy Land ;+ and that it has been in active operation
ever since. The Grand Conclave of England claims to be the legitimate head of
the Order in England and Wales. The Templars of the Urdted States generally
suppose that they derive ther origin from the three original Encampments of
Baldwyn—at Bristol, Bath, and York, the two latter of which became extinct
many years ago ; J though at what time, and by what authority, the Order was
introduced into JSTorth America, seems to be involved in obscurity.

To elucidate the mystery which hangs over our Order since the death of
De Molay ; to investigate the claims of these and other (if there be any) branches
of our common family to legitimacy ; to unite them, if possible, as of yore, under
one common head ; and to ascertai n the real connection between Freemasonry and
Templaxism, at what time it occurred, and whether it should be continued, are the
great objects we have in view in recommending such a work.

No correct history of our Order, subsequent to the martyrdom of De Molay,
has ever been written. Such a work, besides being a great desideratum to the
literary and Masonic world, would probably be the means of accomplishing the
following highly desirable objects :—

1st. It would dispel the obscurity which envelopes the second and mast
interesting period of the history of our Order. It would enable each Templar to
give a reason for the Paith that is within him ; and would convince the uninitiated
of the tru th of our claim to anti quity ; for we should then have what we have too
long needed—Pacts supported by dates. In a word, it would show in what
manner the Order has been transmitted to modem times.

2nd. It would, probably, be the means of uniting under one Common Head, as
in the days of our prosperi ty, the Templars of every land and of every rite. It is
a well-known fact that, in almost every Masonic rite, there is a Degree in which the
candida te is constituted a Knight Templar ; and this Degree is usually at or near
the summit of the rite. Then would we, as in the olden time, form one mighty
Brotherhood, under the ausp ices of one Grand M aster for the whole world , unite d
by the sacred tie of love and a common creed, for the purpose of recovering, not
Palestin e from the Infidel , but the world from the Evil One. Then might we
hope to accomplish the holy object of our warfare :¦— to ben ef i t the human race by
pr opagati ng the Jcnoioledgc of Truth

* I regret that I do not know under which head to class the Irish Templars.
f "Historical Sketch of the Order of Knights Templar," &c. &c, p. 10.
:J; " A Lexicon of Freemasonry/ ' Sic. By Albert G. Mackey, M.D. &c

Philadelphia : Moss & Brother, South Fourth-street 1855, p. 265,



3rd . It would, perhaps, be the means of inducing the Freemasons of the lower
degrees of the various rites to unite in the practice of one uniform rite. Masonry
is unfortunately, as you are doubtless aware, divided into different Rites^ or
systems, as the religion of the blessed Jesus into various sects ; but, with this
marked difference, however, that, while a Christian can be a member of only one
church, a Master Mason of one rite is not only acknowledged as such everywhere,
but he may be, and indeed often is, a member of two or more rites. We hold that
Ancient Craft Masonry con sists of three Degrees and no more \ Entered Appren tice,
Fellow Craft , and Master Mason, including the Supr eme Order of  the Holy Royal
Arch.* ,

How did Masonic-rites originate 1
Though the design of Ancient Craft Masonry and its modes of recognition are

the same in every country, yet having no central governing power to control the
Order and to preserve uniformi ty in our rituals, as soon as men begun to study
scientifical ly our symbolism, there being no scientific treatises on Masonry, they
would naturally, from their peculiar habits of thought, differ concerning the inter-
pretation to be given to cer tain Emblems and Traditions. During the last century,
the obligation not to divulge the secrets of Freemasonry was construed more
strictly than it now is in this enlightened age. Many things which are now m
print, would then only have been communicated within the tyled precincts of the
Lodge. The learned Mason of the last century, to instruct his Brethren in his
peculiar views concerning the true interpretation of the symbols of the three
Degrees, would compose Degrees ; the learned Mason of to-day, for the same
purpose, writes books. Several of these Degrees combined together constitute a
rite. Everything beyond the Royal Arch, which is undoubtedly the completion
of the thir d Degree, should, therefore, be regarded as extraneous. The Royal
Arch Mason, or he who has found that which was lost, is alone the true Master
Mason, for at this stage only, is his education completed. The superior Degrees
being explanatory of the three inferior Degrees and the Royal Arch, are merely
superstructures reared thereon. A rite, therefore, philosophically considered , is
merely the peculiar system of Lectures adopted by the Masons of a country. If
this be the true theory of the origin of the numerous Masonic rites now in exist-
ence, let us unite the Templars, who are at the head of each rite, and it Will be an
easy matter to unite the Brethren of the inferior Grades, not under one Grand
Master (we doubt whether this would be desirable) ; but into one rite |: or system,
which shall be practised throughout the civilized globe as the true system of
Masonry . Then would Brethren from every clime be able to visit our Temples,
and to par tici pate in our Mysteries in all the Degrees, without being first formally
healed.

Are you willing to assist in this great and glorious undertaking ? If so, you
will favou r us with your views on this subj ect. We are not wedded to any particular
plan. We merely desire that the great object shall be accomplished in the best
possible manner. We shall be happy to receive suggestions from all \ and shall
endeavour, in our Report, to give them their due weight.

* For a list of Masonic Degrees and Rites, see " The Historical Landmarks,
and other Evidences of Freemasonry," &c. By Rev. G-. Oliver, D.D. &c.
London : Richard Spencer, 314, High Holborn , Vol. ii. p. 37d39. " Southern
and Western Masonic Miscellany," edi ted by Albert G. Mackey, M.D.
Charleston ; S. C. Walker & Tames, 1851, vol . ii . pp . 21, 52.

f " Historical Landmarks," vol. ii. p. 670. " Dalcho's Ahiinan Rezon (1 822)
Articles of Union," &c, p. 213.

:|: This has frequentl y been attempted in Europe, but has as often failed ;
because the advocates of it commenced it in the wrong way . They begun by first
endeavouring to unite the Brethren of each rite. They should have begun by
endeavouring to unite the Masons of the highest rank—the Templars. Eor a
notice of some of th ese Conventions, see " Rebold Histoire General e de la l<Yanc-
Maconncrie." Paris : 1857, p . 207.
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We think, nowever̂  that td produce a correct history of our Order, it will be
absolutely necessary that the materials should be obtained in Europe, and under
the auspices of the Grand Encampment of the JJ mied 8^
however wealthy he might be, could accomplish this work alone and unaided :—
because die could not, as a private individual, enjoy such free access to the Manu-
script Records of the old Encampments, as he would if acting officiall y. We
therefore propose, should such a course nieet with the approbation of a majority
of the Comrnanderies, that the Grand Encampmentof the United States, at its
next Triennial Session, should Select some learned Sir Knight and send hini to
Europe for two or three years, to visit England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Portugal,
Italy, Germany, and Sweden, to examine the Manuscript Records of the old
Encampments, and to ransack the immense libraries which, in many places, have
been accumulating for ages, in order to obtain proper materials for compiling a
history of our Order subsee-uent to the death of De Molay. In addition to the
actual travelling expenses of the Brother employed to accomplish this work, we
must defray

^
the cost of purchasing, occasional ly, rare works, and obtaining copies

and translations of Manuscripts and Engravings ; and we should bear in mind
that one employed to leave his home and his occupation for such a purpose, and
for so long a time, should be amply compehsateck for his personal services. It is
estimated that there are A, 710 affiliated Tempers und
Grand EucampntentM the United States.45 Let each of these subscribe 200drs,
per annum for two years, and the mighty work can be accomplished. Will your
Oommandery consent to make such an appropriation t If not, what amount will
you contribute towards the accomplishment of such a work ? Y~ow subscription
for the first year may be transmitted to the Very Eminent and Hon. Bienj amin
B. Feench, of Washington, D.C, Grand Recorder, at any time previous to the
next Triennial Session of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar for  the United
States, which will occur on the second Tuesday in September, 1859. Should a
sufficient amount be subscribed at that time to warrant the undertaking of such a
work, the Grand Encampment may, should they think proper to select a competent
person to perform it, make suitable arrangements for the safe keeping and judi-
cious expenditure of the funds collected ; and the distribution of the work, wh en
published, among the subscribers to it. But it is absolutely necessary that we
should learn the views of each State Grand and Subordinate Oommandery, before
we can prepare any Report whatever on this highly important subject. We
trust, therefore, that we shall hear from each of you as soon as practicable.

The Committee also desire, at the next Session of the Grand Encampment, to
report concerning the time when and authority by which the Knightly Orders
were introduced into North America, their proper costume, jewels, furniture,
and Kitual. In other words, we wish to furnish the Grand Encampment of the
United States with a correct history of the Order in North America from its first
introduction to the present time. We therefore pray you to lend us all the
assistance in your power, either by fu rnishing us the information above specified,
or by giving us an account of the organization of the various Encampments or
Comrnanderies in your State, and their history. We will thank you for any old
documents in your possession, or for any rare works on this subj ect. All infor-
mation thus received shall be credited to the proper source. Thus the distin-
guished body whom we represent will , we trust, be in possession of a vast fund
of Statistical and Historical information of the utmost importance to our Order ;
and will be fully enabled to determine concerning the feasibility of the work
proposed in the resolution, and the best method of accomplishing i t;  and the
History of our Order in this country will have been written ere her next Triennial
Session ; and at a very trif ling expense .

We trust that, for the love wh ich you bear our time-honoured Order, you will
seri ously consider the matters herein proposed, and will cheerfully consent to be our

* "Proceedings of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, for the
United States of America," &c, p. 73*



The Grand Conclave of Knight Templars will meet in Freemasons' Hall, on
Tuesday, the 12th of May, when a numerous attendance is expected.

Cross of Cheist EN"OAMPMENT.---At the quarterly meeting held at Radley's
Hotel, on the 20th of March, Sir Knight Samuel Rawsoii, Prov. CM. and
Grand Superin tendent for China, was installed with all due solemnity as E.G. by
Past Com. Sir Knight B. Costa, assisted by Sir Knight J. Masson, Grand

co-labourers in our endeavours to shed light over a subject now shrouded in
darkness, the elucidation of which is well worthy of the most strenuous efforts of
every true Templar.

We have the honour to remain, in the bonds of the Order,
Yours fraternally,

THEO. S. GOHRDIN,
Com'r of South Carolina, Com*y No. 1,

Charlestown, S.C
PHILIP C. TUCKER,

Dep. G^d Master of p i e  Grand Encampment at Vermont ,¦ . ' ¦ ¦ " ¦.; ' ' .- . Vergennes, "Vt.
WM. TRACY GOULD,

Past Dep. Qen. (M. Master
Augusta, Ga,

EEBRTJARY 1, 1857.

Chancellor, and the venerable Sir Knight J. H; Goldsworthy. The E.G.
appointed the following Officers :—Sir Knight B. A. Kent, 1st Capt. ; Sir Knight
A. M. Moore, 2nd Capt. ; Sir Knight the Ifcev. J. E. Cox, Prelate ; Sir Knight
It. Spence, Reg. We hear it reported this Encampment is about changing its
name ; if so, we hope many new banners will be unfurled at the future meetings
of this old and influential Encampment.

Bolton.—St. James of Jerusalem Encampment.—The annual conclave of this
Encampment was held on Eriday, the 13th March ; Sir Knight G. P. Brockbank,
E.G. Comp. Sinclair, of Chapter of Concord, No. 44, was balloted for as
a candidate for installation and approved. The E. C. elect, Sir Knight
John Butler Parkinson, was duly installed into Office by Sir Knight W. H.
Wright, the Dir. of Cer. for the province of Lancashire. The following Sir
Knights were appointed to the respective Office s :—W. B. Birch , 1st Capt. ; R.
Mitchell, 2nd Capt. ; W. H. Wright , Prelate ; T. Higson, Expert ; W. Redick,
Almon er ; L. Winstanley, Capt. of Lines ; Musgrave and Smith , Standard
Bearers. Knight Equerry banqu et was celebrated at seven o'clock, and a most
agreeable evening passed.

Newcastle.—Royal Kent Encampment.—The Conclave met on Eriday, the 13th
of March, for the election of M.E. Com . for the ensuing year, and M.W. for the
higher Degrees attached to this fi eld of encampment. The Conclave was regularly
opened by P.M.E. Com. E. D. Davis, assisted by P.E. Corns. W. L. Jobling, W.
Punsheon , W. Dalgish, Win. Berkley, P. 1st Capt., John Barker, 2nd Capt.,
Henry Holborn , Treas., Ered. P. Jones, and other Sir Knts. and Eraters. The
ballot having been taken for M.E. Com. and Treas., the present M.E. Com.
declared the suffrages as follows :—Past 1st Capt. John Barker, as M.E.C. and
M.W. ; Past M.E. Com. Ered. P. Jonn , as Treas. ; and Com . John Trotter, as
Equery without. There being no furth er business, the Encampment adjourned to
Good Friday, the 10th of Apri l, for installation of the M.E. Com. elect and
Officers for the en suing year.

Somebsetshire.-—On the 5th of March , a new Encampment was consecrated in
the town of Taunton. On this occasion there was a large gathering of Knights,
many coming from great distances, desirous of paying their respects to tho
Y.G.M. of the Orde r, Colonel Charles Keniys Kemys Tynte, whose name the
Encampment bears. The Most Eminent and Supreme G.M. attended , and , in . a
most feeling and beautiful speech, gave his reasons for consenting to the petition



for an Encampment to be held in Taunton, bearing his name. After expressing
his regret that the loss of sight would prevent his performing the ceremony, he
deputed the WE. Prov. G.C. of Dorset, Er. Charles John Yigne, to act for him
on this occasion. The ceremony was impressively performed, and the Most
Eminent and Supreme G.M. gave his benediction. The first Eminent Commander
named in the Warrant is Sir Knight James Randolph, the W.E. Prov. G.C. of
Somerset, who was then placed in the chair by Er. Wigue, and proceeded to
appoint his officers , and to install several candidates. Among the visitors of
distinction, besides the Y.E. Prov. G.C. of Dorset, were the WE. Prov. G.C. of
Devon, Sir Knight Huysh ; the V*E. Prov. G.C; of Worcester, Sir Knight H.
Wernon ; Er. Kent, 2nd O.Q.C. ; Bryant, Evans, Hind, Harvey, Montagu, &e.
After the conclusion of the ceremonies, a large party enjoyed the hospitality of
the members of the new Encampment, and partook of an excellent and recherch e
dinner at Giles's Hotel. On the following day, the Most Eminent and Supreme
G.M. entertained a large party of Sir Knights at his own hospitable board at
Halswell. l

A meeting of the Metropolitan Chapter, K.H., 30°, for the reception of can-
didates, will be held at the Freemason s' Tavern, on Tuesday, the 21st of April. We
understand that there is every prospect of a distinguished member of a sister
Supreme Grand Chapter attending the meeting.

THE H I G H  GRADES.

We are happy to notice the progress this Degree is making, under the guiding
auspices of those Brethren, who by their activi ty and energy obtained the first
charter last July. The St. Mark's Lodge now numbers upwards of sixty
members, and three other lodges have sprung from it, one of which, No. 2, it will
be seen is already in active operation—the St. John's at Bolton, in Lancashire,
where in two preliminary meetings nineteen members have been advanced.
Nos. 3 and 4 will be at work in a few days. May they all flourish and prosper.

St. Mark's Lodge (No. 1).—The last regular meeting of the season was held
at the Freemasons' Tavern, on the 18th March, Bro. Hughes, D.B.W., presiding.
In the course of the evening seven Brethren were advanced, th ree of whom came
from Canterbury, where it is in contemplation almost immediately to apply to the
Grand Chapter of Scotland for a charter. At the close of business the Brethren
supped together, and in the course of the evening drank prosperi ty to the th ree
other new Lodges—the St. John 's, Bolton ; the Thistle ; and the Arnott (a name
adopted in compliment to Dr. Walker Arnott, the G.Z. of Scotland). It was
resolved to open a Lodge of Instruction at Bro. Sheen's, St. Martin 's Stores, Long
Acre, to meet on Monday evenings.

Boltost.—St. John's Marie Lodge (No. 2).—Two preliminary meetings of this
Lodge have been held : one, on the 11th March, when twelve candidates were
advanced to the Degree ; and another , on the 19th March, when seven candi-
dates were also ad vanced : the R.W.M., Bro. Brock bank , presided , ably assisted
by the Wardens, Bros. Thomas Entwisle and John Mitchell. The ceremony
was most creditably performed by the various Officers, more particu larly by the
Senior Warden , whose admirable manner of performing the duties allotted to him
by the R.W. Master, elicited unanimous approbation. The following is a list of
the Officers appointed, viz. :~~Bms. John Smith , M.O. ; J. Howarth, S.O. : Thos,
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Forster, J.O. ; T. Dawson; Beg. of Marks .;¦ T. Morris, Sec. ; J. Eitznewton,
Treas. ; Thos. Mitchell, S.D. ; J. Bromley, J.D. ; W. Bawderi j Conductor ; P.
Charlton, T.K. ; E. Greenhalgh and W. Naisby, Stewards. "; and W. Dawson,
Tyler. The Lodge has been promised the sup port of many of the most eminent
persons in the province of Lancashire. Amongst the Brethren now forming the
Lodge are the B.W, the D. Prov; G.M. A H .  Boyds ; Bros. Matthew Dawes,
P. Prov. G.S.W. for East Lancashire, Prov. G. Commander of Xnigbts Templar,
Lancashire, and Sov. Gr. Inspec. Gen. 38rd Degree ; Law , Newall, Little-
borough, and other Brethren of d^^

The next meeting is intended to be held in April, but the precise date is not
yet fixed.

SGOTLAMD.

ABERDEEN.
FROVINCIAL GRAND LOD&E.

The following officers were elected on Thursday, March 12.—Bros. A. Hadden ,
H. W. P. Prov. G.M. ; Sir Thomas Blaikie, Prov. G.M. ; Alexander Martin, Prov.
G.S.M. : James Rettie, Prov. G.S.W. ; John Sheed, Prov. G.J.W. ; Charles
Winchester, Prov. G. Sec. ; The Bev, James George Wood, Prov. G. Chap. ;
Alex. Stables, ju n„, Prov. G. Treas. ; William Du thi e, Prov. G. Clerk ; George
Mitchell, Prov. G.S.D. - James Harvey, Prov. G. J.D. ; William Bamage, Prov.
G. Architect ; John Duncan, Prov. G. Jeweller ; Robert Hughes, Prov. G.T.G. ;
W. Sandieson , Prov. G.Tyler. The Prov. Grand Lodge resolved to visit the
various Lodges in the Province in the course of the season.

EDINBURGH.
St. Stephen's Lodge.—The usual monthly meeting of this Lodge was held in

St. Giles' Hall, High-street, on Monday, the 9th March, when a very large
number of the Brethren assembled, depu tations being presen t from the Lodges,
Mary 's Chapel, Canongate, Kilwinning, Leith and Canongate, St. David's, Celtic,
Edinburgh and Leith, Roman Eagle, Defensive Band, St. Clair, and Journeymen ,
headed by their B.W. Masters. The ordinary business of the Lodge having been
concluded, the Il.W.M. Bro. J. S. Taylor, R.E., delivered a lecture on the tele-
scope and its discoveri es, which was listened to, with much interest, by a most
attentive audience . On the conclusion of the lecture , the B..W.M. of Mary 's
Chapel , in a neat and appropriate speech , moved that the thanks of the meeting be
given to Bro. Taylor for his very lucid and ins tructive lecture ; this being seconded
by Bro. Drybvirgh, the R. W.M. of Lodge No. 2, was unanimously approved of and
recorded in the minutes of the Lodge. Excellent speeches having been made by
Bro. Downie, the B.W.M. of St. David's Lodge, tiie other Ii,.W. Masters, and
several of the Brethren, the Lodge closed afc high twelve.

GLASGOW.
St. Clair Lodge (No. 362).—On Monday, February 23rd, the fifth annual festival

of this Lodge was celebrated . The supper was highly creditable to the purveyor,
Bro. Coulthard, of the Albert Hotel . Though one of the youngest Lodges, the
Brethren of the St. Clair are already numerous and enthusiastic ; and , as a very
worthy and ably-managed society deserves, it has of late been j oined by many
new members.

After the Brethren had refreshed themselves at an inviting board, the Lodge
was opened by R.W.M. Bro. Hugh Mair, with the assistance of the Breth ren ,
and his Wardens, Bros. M'Lellan and Brownlie.

The Secre tary read the last minutes, and there being no other business, the G. W.



exercised an agreeable portion of his duties. Erom the chair the toasts of " The
Queen and the Craft," "The Grand Lodges of England, of Scotland, of Ireland,"
and of " The Provincial G.L. of Glasgow, and their respective Grand Masters,"
were given. To the last of these,

Bro. Dr. Walker Arnold, as D.Prov. G.M., returned thanks, amidst the applause
of the Brethren.

Bro. the Bev. Dr. John Graham, who was received with much applause in
giving the toast, "The world a Lodge, and every man a Mason," humorously
showed the Brethren to what straits they would of necessity be reduced should
the literal meaning of the words in the toast; ever be fulfilled. The Bev. Bro.
then eloquently described the various methods of initiation pursued by many
nations, and ended by proposing the toast, to which the Brethren responded
enthusiastically.

The very fine lyric the "Woods of Dunmore" was sung most effectively by
Bro. D. Win tori, of St. John's Lodge, who, for an amateur, has much compass
and sweetness of voice.

Bro. R. Black, in giving " The Lodge St. Clair," lauded the ability of B.M.
Bro. James Thomson, who, it had been remarked, had come here to-night,
though an invalid and supported on crutches, for his two wardens. Bro. Mair,
too, a young Mason, was a zealous and progressing one ; and, though an old
Master might hold the square up to him, his desire to raise and spread Masonry
was undoubted, and he trusted the Lodge would long flourish.

Bro. Mair felt highly the honour done to the Lodge over wh ich he presided
by the presence of such large deputations from the sister Lodges of the province.
He requested the Brethren to drink the heal th of Bro. Dr. Walker Arnott, the
Prov. G.M., who had so greatly contributed to the success of the Prov. G. Lodge.,
and wished that the evening of his days would be spen t more at ease than its
industrious morning.

Bro. Arnott returned thanks.
Bro. the Bev. W. D. Henderson gave " The Benevolent Eund of the Prov. Gf.L.

of Glasgow," and remarked that the name of the toast was quite enough to recom-
mend it to the notice of the Brethren. In the neutral world there was a great
misconception of Ereemasonry and its principles. He had found people ever
ready to attack the Order in any supposed vulnerable point, ignorant though they
might be of the very nature of the Craft and its many virtues. In all societies
and communities there was always something to blame, but much of that arose
from incompetency and want of knowing thoroughly what they professed. Wher-
ever he happened to be—in public or private—he invariably gave all assertions
tending to the detriment of Masonry an unqualified denial. They assembled for
the very highest of purposes—to spread brotherly love, charity, and a fear of
God. There was that great virtu e in the Craft — Charity. Chari ty, whose
fountainhead was in heaven, arid which flowed thence to earth ; chari ty, whose
roots were firmly fixed there, and whose foliage overshadowed the world : under
whose branches Ereemasons gathered, and shook down the rich fruit to all who
were worthy and desi red to partake. With these virtues, Masons should not give
heed to the remarks of the neutral world. Besides, what institution, what art,
what invention, had not suffered from the cavillings of ignorance or indolence ?
Christianity itself had been, and was still, assailed with a bitterness unparalleled,
hut yet increased, and he hoped Masonry would have the same to say for many
years to come.

The other toasts on the list—viz., "The Lodge St. John, No. 32, and Bro.
Cruickshanks, B.W.M. ;" "Kilwinning, No. 4, and Bro. J. W. Elemington f
"Thistle, No. 87, and Bro. John Millar, B.W.M..; " "Bro. James Thomson,
P.M. of St. Clair ;" "The Lodge Star, No. 219, and Bro. B. Black, B.W.M. :"
"St. George, No. 333, and Bro. NT Dalveen, B.W.M. ;" and "Commercial,
No. 360, and Bro. Davidson, B.W.M."—were then given ; and those Brethren
who respectively headed numerous deputati ons answered their toasts, for them-
selves and the members of their Lodges. Altogether, about seventy Brethren had
met on the occasion, and the proceedings, from first to last, afforded ifecm much
gratification ,



EDINBUBGH StJrREME GRAND CHAPTER.

A quarterly meeting of this Supreme Body was held on the evening of the 4th
of March, in the Star Hotel, M.E, Comp. W. D. Mackitchie acting Z. ; M. E.
Comp, John Deuchar, -BE. ; and M.E; Comp. Donald Campbell, J. A letter was
read from M.E. Compi Walker Arnott, G.Z., stating his inability to attend by
reason of severe indisposition*

The minutes of the previous Quarterly Communication were read and
approved of

A Proxy Commission from Chapter Josiah St. Andrews, No. 10, was read an d
sustained in favour of Comp. -Robert Hunter, a regular Royal Arch Companion of
the Edinburgh Chapter, No. 1.

Applications were read) praying for the issue of warrants constituting Mark
Master Lodges at Bolton, in Lancashire, under the name anct title of the
St. John's Lodge of Mark Masters : Bro, G. P. Brockbank, B.W.M. ; Thomas
Entwisle^ S,W. ; and John Mitchell, J.W*

At London , under the title of the Thistle Lodge : Thomas Alexander Adams,
B.W.M. ; James Bichmond Sheen, 8.W.; Joseph Cotterell, JiW.

Also at London , under the title of the Arnott Lodge '. Henry Aaron Isaacs,
R.W.M. ; W. Erederick Blackburn, S.W, ; William Hugh Eenn, J.W.

And fu rther, a third at London, under the name of the Kilwinning Lodge:
Henry Biseborough Sharman, B.W.M. ; Bobert William Armstrong, S.W. ;
John Mott Thearle, J.W.

The three applications first mentioned being found regular, were sustained, and
Charters directed to he issued in favour of the applicants, assigning to them the
rank of JSTos. 2, 3, and A, in the order above stated. With regard to the last-
mentioned application, namely, that of the Kilwinning Lodge, in which it .was. pro-
posed to appoint to office two Brethren already holding office in another Lodge in
the same Province, it was moved, seconded, and agreed to, " that the consideration
thereof be delayed till next quarterly meeting, that the Chapter may have an
opportunity of considering in how far the sanctioning of such a proceeding might
not tend to excite feelings of rivalry and j ealousy, destructive to that h armony
which the Chapter is desirous at all times of maintaining amongst those under
her control ." With a view to the consideration of this question, a motion was
tabled by M.E.J. John Deuchai\, to the effect of it being declared that in future,
" no Mark Master shall be allowed to hold office in more than one Mark Lodge
in the same Province ;" on the result of which motion will depend the granting
or refusal of the application referred to.

A report from the committee was read, wherein it was stated that no important
changes were this year called for in reference to the office-bearers falling to be
appointed on the 21st. The former office-bearers were accordi ngly, wi th littl e
variation , again nomi n ated . The report further contained a recommendation,
that with the view of lessening the amount of labour incurred in carrying on the
business of the Chapter, certain of the offices which have heretofore existed in the
Chapter should be declared honorary merely, and the duties performed by one
individual having time and accommodation suitable for the management of the
Chapter 's business ; also a recommendation that certain offices in the Chap ter
which were considered by the committee not to be in accordance with the Order,
but inadvertently borrowed from Craft Masonry, should be wholly suppressed ;
both of which recommendations, it Avas agreed , should be taken up and disposed
of at a special meeting to be called for the 23rd.

Instructions having been gi ven to the committee in reference to the approaching
celebration of the Eestival of the Vernal Equinox, the meeting was closed in due
form.

This Supreme body again met on the 23rd, at 4 P.M., in their usual place of
meeting, in the Star Hotel, in order to consider and adjust certain reconamenda-



tions by the Grand . Committee, to the effect of simplifying and lessening the
labour consequent on the management of the Chapter, by combining the duties
heretofore performed by several of the office-bearers, and suppressing those of
others which it was thought were not in accordance with the Grder, but had
been inadvertently borrowed from Craft Masonry. These matters having been
disposed of, the Chapter, at 5 p.m., proceeded to the election of office-bearers for
the year ensuing, when the following Companions were declared duly elected and
installed in office , viz :—Dr. George Arnott Walker Arnott, G.P.Z. ; John
Whyte Melville, Pro. G.Z. ; Captain Patrick Deuchar, ^Mackitchie, P.II. ; John Deuchar, P. J.; William Gaylor, E. ; Edward Main,
N.; John Henry, Treasurer ; Thomas Bong, Eecorder ; Donald Campbell,
Chancellor ; John Gellatly, 1st Soj ourner ; Alexander Douriie, 2nd Sojourner ;
Robert Bamage, 3rd Sojourner ; George Darling, Sword Bearer ; Stewart Watson
and Thomas Drybrough, Standard Bearers ; David Crichton, Janitor.

The election and installation being concluded, the Chapter was closed in ample
form | after which the Companions, according to usual practice, adjourned to an
adjoining hall, tastefully decorated with the emblems and insignia of the Order, to
dine together in honour of the occasion of their present meeting. The assemblage
of the Companions outnumbered those present on any similar occasion during the
last ten or twelve years. The chair was occupied by Dr. Arnott, the M.E.P.Z. ;
supported on the right by Dr. Mackitchie, G.P.H., and on the left by John
Deiichar, of Morningside, G.P. J.; Comp. John Gellatly, 1st Grand Sojourner,
performing the duties of Croupier. Grace having been said by M.E.P. J., the
Companions partook of an excellent repast, provided in a style of elegance and
comfort peculiar to Comp. Beattie, the worthy landlord . The excellent chairman,
having disposed of the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, and fraternally acknow-
ledged the heads of the Sister Grand Chapters of England and Ireland, proceeded
to notice the prosperous condition to which the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scot-
land had now arrived. Already were there on the Roll seventy-seven Chapters,
some of which, no doubt, had, through adverse circumstances, now ceased to
exist ; but to compensate for this, new Charters were from year to year being
applied for, and it might reasonably be anticipated that from these sources, and
from the accession daily received by the establishment of separate Mark Lodges,
which were eagerly applied for by English Brethren, the Supreme Chapter w ould
find itself in a position of strength and importance which it had not hitherto been
its fortune to possess. In reply to his health being proposed by M.E.P. J., the
M.E. chairman stated that he duly felt and appreciated the honour which had
this day been done him, by electing him for the second time to the high office
of P.G.Z., an office which he acknowledged it to be his pride to occupy, and by
every effort in his power was willing and anxious to render serviceable to the
Companions, so long as he should be enabled to hold it ; but looking at the fact
of this day being the commencement to him of the fifteenth year of office in the
Chapter, and that his health had of late been declining, while he felt advanced
years were now approaching, lie greatly doubted whether this was not the last
occasion on which he might have the pleasure of meeting with the Companions at
the festive board. It would be well, therefore, for the Chapter to be prepared
with a successor for him. This announcement was received with deep regret by
the Companions.

The healths of various others of the Office-bearers having been proposed and
suitably acknowledged, the excellent chairman took occasion to notice the growing
desire which had of late manifested itself in England to obtain, in a legal manner,
warrants to w ork the Mark Master Degree, from which, by the Constitutions of
England, they were excluded, as that Degree was ignored by both Blue and Eed
Charter. There had already been four warrants granted for this Degree to
different parts of England, and four or five more were in embryo, and it was
considered that before another year should have revolved, that number might be
tripled or quadrupled, such was the spirit and eagerness evinced by the English
Brethren to possess this Degree. He concluded by proposing, " Prosperity to the
Mark Master Lodges h olding Warrants under Scotland. "

Three Chapters, Edinburgh, No. 1, Glasgow, No. 50, and Canongate Kil



winning, No. 56, headed by their respecti ve Eirst Principals, favoured the
meeting with their presence. They were severally addressed by the excellent
chairman, who received in return able replies and congratulations.

The evening was spent in a most agreeable and instructive manner, the remarks
made by the chairman in introducing the various toasts in the programme
abounding with incident and illustration, for which few, who do not like himself
feel a deep interest in Ereemasonry, would be found capable. The proceedings
were, at intervals, relieved by some excellent singing by Comps. Ebsworth,
Manning, Darling, Law, &c.

The meeting closed shortly after ten o'clock, the Companions joining in the
national melody of "Auld Lang Syne."

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN SCOTLAND.
The following brief history of Knight Templarism in Scotland we extract from

the preface to the Statutes of the Order just published, in which we think we
trace the hand of our esteemed Bro. and Comp. Dr. Walker Arnott, of the
Glasgow Dniversity :-—-

" It is a matter of history that the Order of the Temple was endeavoured to be
suppressed in 1309. In Erance it was extinguished by Philip le Bel ; in England
by King Edward II. : only two remnants are known to have survived the general
persecution ;-—one of these was saved in Portugal on condition of changing the
name to that of ' Knights of Christ,' and of becoming a mere honorary Order,
of which the Crown alone was to have right of nominating the members ;—the
other was in Scotland, probably saved by the determined stand \vhich the Scotch
were then making against Edward, and which resulted in the freedom of their
native country.*

"About the commencement of the reign of James IY., or prior thereto, a
union was effected by the Knights of the Temple and those of St. John, and the
lands belonging to either body were consolidated . This union appears to have
continued till the era of the Reformation, when the Act 1560 prohibited all
allegiance within the realm to the See of Home. The combined Orders then lost
their estates, and ceased to be known as a military body. Unwilling to drop
their ceremonies, they fraternised with the Freemasons, and in their Lodges con-
tinued to receive postulants. By the ancient laws of the Temple no one could be
admitted to the privileges of a Knight who could not show a certain descent ;
and it is probable, therefore, that it was at this time a distinction took place
among the members, and that two classes originated : the one open to the Free-
masons in general, although they could not show a genealogical tree ; the other
was restricted to those who could. There is no evidence that there was any dif-
ference of initiation, nor was this at all likely. These two sections may be styled

* " During the last and present centuries it was supposed that a third, and ,
according to some, the only, branch of the Order in existence, had bee n pre-
served in Erance, but such claim was unsupported by extrins ic evidence, and ,
as is now well known, was founded on a charter, the fictitious nature of which is
obvious, from Bertrand Duguesclin's name being adhibited to it, while history
declares that he could not write. To this surreptitious body the late D uke of
Sussex and Sir Sidney Smith both belonged before its origin had been ascertained.
By some it has been asserted that the Order was established by a Pope, and that
another Pope could extinguish it at his pleasure by a Bull or otherwise ; but a
Charter of Privileges cannot be so arbitrarily suppi-essed : besides, the Order was
only confirmed by a Pope, and continued whether the then temporal head of the
Church pleased or not, so long as a sufficient number of its members survived to
carry on its affairs. The present body in Scotland merely claims to be the legiti-
mate descendants, by adoption, of the original Knights of the Order . The
ftoyal Order of Scotland has never claimed, as alleged by some writers, to be
* derived from the Ancient Order of Knights Templars.'"

YOL. III. 2 TJ



the Democratic or Masonic, and the Aristocratic or Ghivalric branches of the Order.
No one could be admitted to the Aristocratic branch Without the permission of
those who held the sway in Scotland. The Chi valric class was one and indivisible,
and alone had the right of appointing the Grand Master, and although per-
manently located in Scotland, its powers extended oyer the whole world. It
was Cosmopolite. The Democratic branch might have many heads, and was, ere
long, carried by Ereemasohs to England and Ireland, and ultimately found its
WTay to North America • but it seems never to have been much fostered except in
these eountries. As gentlemen of rank in Scotland j  oined the Order from time to
time, they were, after first joining the Masonic branch, admitted into the Ohivalric,
which was thus never allowed to become dormant ; at times it appears even to
have attracted much attention, but the limits between the two were never clearly
defined.

'.: '' In 1811 an attempt was made to bring all the Encampments in Scotland under a
common head, to take out charters, and be regulated by a uniform code of laws.
This was at length accomplished under the patronage of the late Duke of Kent,
who was then Master of the English Masonic Templars ; and the supreme power
was called the Conclave^ This Conclave appears to have been formed by a combi-
nation of the two classes in Scotland. Some years after wards the grad es of
Knights with a patent from the Grand Master (now called Knights Companions) ,
Knights Commanders and Knights Grand Crosses were instituted, with the intention
to confer these titles on the Chi valric body only; but others received them, and as
all Knights Commanders and Knights Grand Crosses had the privilege of a Seat in
Conclave, confusion if not jealousy soon arose/ Those with commissions from the
Grand Master were more numerous than the representatives of Encampments.
Laws were passed which Encampments considered detrimental to th eir interests.
The result was that most of the Encampments ceased making returns of their
Intrants ; or indeed taking any part in the general business of the Order, and
either became dormant or held illegal meetings in virtue of their Charter, after
that Charter had been forfeited by their disobedience, and declared cancelled .

"In 1843 the supreme power of the whole Order or Ohivalric class began to take
the name of ' Grand Chapter ' in place of Conclave, and in 1845 this gave way
to the more correct one of ' Chapter General .' The Grand Priory of Scotland,
corresponding to what is called ' Gran d Encampment ' or ' Grand Conclave ' in
other countries, retained the name by which it had been known for several years.

"It is obvious from the above that th© only distinction between the two classes
of Knight Templars was in the civil ranh of the members. In the Statutes that
were published in 1843 it is declared that Grand Priories, each in its own langue
or country, are at the head of the Masonic degrees practised in Priories or Encamp-
ments, and shall make regulations for these ; but un fortunately it was not stated
what these Masonic degrees were, or if that of Templar was to be held as one.
The consequence was, that ere long there were Priories formed holding of the
Chapter General, with power to make Ohival ric Knights, without these having to
pass through an initiation m an ordinary Encampment as Masonic Templars ; and
ultimately a law was passed * to admit gentlemen into the Ohivalric body who
were not Ereemasons, provided they paid a much higher fee. These new regula-
tions prevented those being present at meetings who had been obligated to recog-
nize no one who had not previously attained the Royal A rch, degree, and proved
otherwise detrimental to both the Masonic and Ohivalric bodies, as appears from
the rarity of the meetings and paucity of attendance.

" As, at the present day, the civil rank of individuals does not lie solely in a long
line of ancestors, or in landed estates, or in acquired wealth, or in a profession ,
or in talent, but sometimes in the one, and sometimes in another, it was sug-
gested, in 1855, that the proper distinction between the Masonic and Ohivalric
Knights should consist in the recognition of the latter by a patent from the

* " As all the Charters granted between 1800 and 1836 sti pulated that no one
was to be admitted a Templar who was not previously a Koyal Arch Mason ,
grave doubts may be entertained if the Chapter General had power to pass such
a law."



Grand Master or Sovereign of the Cosmopolite body, while a Masonic Knight
can get a Diploma from the Master of his langue (whether k nown as c Grand
Commander,Vor ^Grand Master/ or ¦¦' Grand Prior '); or a certificate from the
Grand Secretary of that country . This principle, with some of the details requi-
site to carry it out in practice, was submitted to the Chapter General on 11th
March, 1856, and met with so favourable a reception, as tending to do away with
all doubt ancl jealousy in future, that a series of Statutes founded thereon was
permitted to be laid on the table, and ordered to be taken into consideration on
the 1st April, to which day the Chapter General was adjourned. At this last
meeting they were fully discussed and finally agreed to, and amongst them it is
declared that every one received into the Order must be previously a regular
Royal Arch Mason."

COLON IA L

; - : AIJSTRALIA.
Melbourne.—i?a$£ Collingwood Bridge^N oYembev 7th was a day which will

be long remembered by th e residents of East Colling wood, for there could not have
been less than 3,000 persons, chiefly local residents, assembled to witness the
ceremony of laying the foundation-stone, with Masonic honours, of the new bridge
to be carried over the Yarra, in the line of Johnston Street. The procession
formed in Gertrude Street, and included

The Masonic Brethren, in Eull Costume
(Seniors Last).

Scotland :
Australasian Kilwinning Lodge, No. 337

Ireland :
"Washington Lodge.

Hiram Lodge, No. 349.
England :

The Collingwood Lodge,
The Hobson's Bay Lodge.

The St. Kilda Lodge, No. 917-
The Australasia Lodge, No. 773.

The Australia Eelix Lodge, No. 697.
The Worshipful Master of the Collingwood Lod ge, bearing the Mallet \
The Worshipful Master of the Washington Lodge, bearing the Trowel ;

The Worshipful Master of the Hobson 's Bay Lodge, bearing the Inscri ption Scroll
for the Foundation Stone ;

The Worshipful Master of the St. Kilda Lodge, No. 917, bearing a Phial
containing the Coins to be deposited in the Stone ;

The Worshipful Master of the Lodge of Australasia, No. 77 3, bearing tho
Square, Level, and Plumb.

Scotland :
The Eight Worshipful Master of the Lodge Australasia, Kilwinning, No. 337,

bearing a Ewer with Wine.
Ixieland :

(Senior Local blank,)
The Worshipful Master of the Lodge of Hiram, No. 349, bearing a

Cornucopia with Corn .
Eng-land :

The Worshipful Master of the Australia Eelix Lodge, No. 697, bearin g a
Ewer with Oil ;

Provincial Grand Lodge for Yictoria, under the Grand Lodge of I reland.
P. G. Tyler.

V. W. Provincial Grand Officers,



A considerable" number of persons followed the line of procession, and the win-
dows of all the surrounding houses were filled with smiling faces. A few of the
houses also had flags hoisted in honour of the event. Eor a considerable time
before the procession arrived at the site of the bridge, a large assemblage had
collected/ consisting chiefly of ladies, to the number of several hundred, arid the
children of nine or ten schools in East ColliDgwood, altogether about six hundred.
The ladies occupied raised seats in front of the spot, and the children, under the
care of their teachers, and many of them bearing banners, drew up in line and
exercised their tiny voices in a "Hip, hip, hip, hurrah," as the procession passed.
The whole spectacle had a most cheerful and interesting appearance, and the
cheers of the spectators on this side of the water were caught up and reverberated
by numbers of children and their friends who had been ferried across the river, and
occupied the heights on the other side.

The bridge will be supported by a massive blue stone abutment on each side of
the river, and will consist of a laminated wooden arch, 170 feet in span , and there-
fore the widest at present in the colony, Prince's Bridge being 150 feet only . T h e
abutments, which will be ready for the bridge to be thrown over in about six weeks
from the present, are based—-the one on the east side of the river on a solid rock,
at an elevation of 30 feet from the level of the river, and the western side on piles
averaging 25 feet in length, filled up with concrete-to a depth of three feet. The
height of the centre of the span of the arch from the level of the river will he about
50 feet. The whole cost of the bridge and approaches will be about £20,000. The
contracts are three in number, viz., for the abutments, ^8,000 ; the span, in wood,
£7,000 ; arid the approaches, £5,000/ Of this sum, £8,000 were voted by the
Government, and a few hundreds of pounds raised among the inhabitants. The
contracts for the span and approaches are taken, but they cannot he proceeded
with until additional funds are, forthcoming in the shape of a further gran t from
the Government.

On the arrival of the procession at the spot, the band played, and the assem-
blage took up the 100th Psalm. The upper stone was then raised and the lower
one adjusted, the Master depositing the phial of coins in the cavity of
the lower stone. The Master then read the inscription-roll, and placed it in
its proper position. The acting Prov. Grand Chaplain offered up a prayer ; "So
mote it be," by the Brethren. The chairman of the Municipal Council then pre-
sented the trowel to the Prov. G.M.

The trowel, which was manufactured of silver, was an elegant piece of work-
manship, and bore a suitable inscription. Its value is £25, and it was subscribed
for, for presentation to Captain Clarke, by the chairman and members of the East
Collingwood Municipality from their private funds.

Captain Clarke, on receiving the trowel, said he accepted it as a present to
Ereemasonry in the colony, of which he had been appointed the Prov. Grand
Master, rather than to him as an individual. He received it with the fullest
assurance .that he could do so with honour to himself, for his sympathies were
closely bound up with the best interes ts of the colony . (Cheers.)

A workman with the cemen t having previously rough-spread it on the stone,
the Prov. Grand Master with the trowel completed the work. The upper ston e
was then lowered slowly, the band playing at the time. The Master bearing
the plumb, level, and square, presented them successively to the Prov. G.M. Bro.
Smith ; and the acting Prov. S. and J. Grand Wardens, who respectively proved
the stone with each. The Prov. G.M. then received the mallet from the Master
bearing it, and gave three knocks on the stone, and said :—ci Having laid this foundation-stone in just position, according to the rules of
our ancient Craft, we pray the G.A.O.T.TL, of his kind Providence, to enable us
to carry on and complete the work we have begun, and that he would be pleased
to guard the structure, and preserve it from ruin and decay, to the latest poste-
rity." « So mote it be " by the Brethren.

mi •Hie corn ucopia with corn, the ewer with corn, the ewer with wine, and the
ewer with oil were then successively presented to the Prov. G.M., who said :—

On strewing corn on the stone,—" I scatter this corn as a symbol of plenty."
"So mote it be," by the Brethren ,



On his pouring wine on the stone,—" I pour this wine as a symbol of j oy and
gladness." " So mote it be," by the Brethren.

And on his pouring oil on the stone,—"X pour this oil as a symbol of peace
and contentment."" So mote it be/r by the Brethren.

Saying also :-—
.¦ ¦'" May the Creator, the Architect, and the bounteous Author of nature, the

Omnipotent and Merciful Father of all, bless this town and this land in general
with corn, wine, and oil , arid all necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of life •
and may the same Almighty Power make us humbly grat eful for all His mercies."
"¦ So mote it be," by the Brethren.

The Prov. G.M. now received the plan, &c. of the worlds from the engineer,
after inspecting which he returned them, and said :—a Mr. Engineer,---The fo un-
dation-stone of the Collingwood Bridge, planned in much wisdom by you, being
now laid, and these implements having been applied to it by me and my
Provincial Officers , and approved oft I return them to you, in full confidence
that, as a skilful and faithful workman, you will use them in such a manner
that the bridge may rise in order, harmony, and beauty, and being perfected in
strength will answer every purpose for which it is intended, to your credit and
to the honour of those who have selected yon."

The National Anthem, by the band and the assemblage.
After the ceremony of laying the stone had been concluded,—
Captain Clarke said, that according to an old custom the Prov. Grand Masters,

on occasions like the present, addressed a few words to the> assemblage. He hoped
that the ceremony which they had just performed had been carried out to the satis-
faction of all parties present. (Cheers.) When he looked around, and observed
the number of bright faces that had assembled to do honour to the occasion, he
confessed that he felt somewhat nervous in making a speech ; but he thanked
those present, who were not of their Order, for the honour which they had con-
ferred upon them in surrounding them that day to assist them in the discharge of
their duties. (Cheers.)

Mr. T. T. A'Beckett, as chairman of the East Collingwood Municipality, on the
part of himself, and his colleagues, thanked the assemblage for the honour which
had been conferred upon them, especially by the fairer portion of the creation, in
their attendance to assist in thei r procession that day. He was not a Brother of
the honourable body of Masons, but having witnessed the good effects which flow
from their organization, he had often regretted that he was not, and perhaps he
should have the honour yet. It would be impossible to exaggerate the import-
ance to the district of the work which they had met that day to advance. He
again thanked the Masons and the Prov. G.M. for their attendance that day,
which had given so much eclat to their proceedings.

Three cheers were then given for his Excellency the acting Governor, the Prov.
G.M., the Chairman of the Municipal Council, the ladies, and the Masonic pro-
cession re-formed and proceeded to Abbotsford House, situate on the rise of the
hill. In the evening there was a grand dinner, and everything passed off most
satisfactorily. —Melbourne A rgus.

Victokia.—Portland Lodge of Victoria (No. 841),—On the 10th of November,
1856, Bro. Philip Scott, who has? during the past two years ruled the Lodge as
Master, resigned the chair to his successor, Bro. T. W. Watson, who was duly
installed according to ancient custom by Bro. Scott. The W.M. then appointed
and invested the following Officers :—Bros. Charles, S.W. ; Hughes, J.W. ; P.
Scott, Treas. ; Rose, Sec. ; Burn, S.B. ; Liddell, J.D.S. ; McConachy, J.G. ;
Crabbe, Dir. of Cer. ; Roberts, Steward. In the course of the evening an address
and a P.M.'s Jewel were presented to Bro. Scott by the W.M., in the name of the
Lodge, in testimony of his services in "ruling " the Lodge during the two first
years of their meeting. The Lodge is in a healthy state, and Ereemasonry may
be said to be firmlv rooted in this town and port.



OAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Grand Festival of¦¦¦ ¦the combined Lodgesi.ihe " Goede Hoop " and the u Goede Trouw " *
¦ \w

The existence of the Grand East of the Netherlands for the period of 100
years, and his Royal Highness Prince Frederick of the Netherlands having filled
the chair as M.W. Grand Master for the period of forty successive years, during
which time he has meritoriously gained the love and esteem of every Brother
under that authority, caused the two Dutch Lodges here to unite and to hold a
festive Lodge in commemoration of these events. About three o'clock, on the
19th of December, 1856, the spacious ground surrounding and belonging to the
<Goede Hoop Lodge began to get filled with Brethren and spectators (chiefly
ladies), when the members ?f the Dutch Lodges retired to the Temple, where the
Masters of the Goede Hoop opened the Lodge with his Wardens, in due form.
The Hoop Lodge, No. 173, and members were now introduced with due honours,
the orchestra playing some sacred music, and being welcomed by the W.M., a
commission was despatched to introduce the British Lodge, No. 419, and the
Royal Arch Chapter with the same ceremonies, after which the R.W. Prov. G;M.
was received with his Standard-bearers, in due and solemn form. The W.M. of
the Goede Hoop Lodge having shortly exp lained the purport of the meeting,
desired the R.W. to direct the labours of the day, tendering his own assistance
as well as the assistance of the W.M. of the Goede Trow, which being accepted,
they took the seats of the Wardens. The R.W. addressed the Brethren in
English, expounding on the glorious event they had met to celebrate, and dwelt
on the good feeling which existed between the Grand Lodge of England and that
of Holland, even at the time that Holland formed a province of the Grand Lodge
of England. The orator of the Goede Trow Lodge having been called upon by
the R.W., then delivered an oration in Dutch, with great declamatory Sclat,
which no doubt would have been more impressive if one-half of it had been left
for another occasion, A grand procession was then formed and proceeded over
the grounds of the Lodge, the band of H.M.'s 89th regt . playing the Masonic
march. Having returned to the Temple, the R.W. desired the W.M. of the
Goede Trouw to conclude the business, who, having taken the chair and his
Wardens taken their seats, exhorted once more the Brethren and proposed to
them to raise a monument on this glorious day, by uniting together for the pur-
pose of establishing a Masonic Widow and Orphan Fund (which, however, we are
sorry to say, did hot appear to meet with any support from the Goede Hoop
Lodge), after which the Lodge was duly closed. During the different intervals
the choir at tached to the Goede Trow Lodge performed several appropriate pieces
with their usual tact and good taste. In the evening the Brethren (about 120)
dined together in the hall of the House of Assembly, and separated in love,
peace, and harmony, at the smaller hours .

CANADA (WEST).
Hamilton.—We have been favoured with a letter from the Secretary of the

Lodge of Strict Observance, which is dated, Festival of St. John the Evangelist,
A.L., 5856, and says, travelling the circle of time, we are again permitted to
reach the anniversary of our patron saint, and, in conformi ty with the established
custom, the Officers of this Lodge have this day been installed, whose names I
have the pleasure of transmitting herewith. The Lodge of Strict Observance
tenders its hearty wishes for the continued prosperity of yourself and that of the
Maga zine and Mirror, and desires to express its unalloyed happiness in acknow-
ledging the Grand Lodge of Canada as the only supreme Masonic authority in
this country, in finding her position prosperous and happy, and in antici pating
for her a bright future of usefulness, when, untrammelled by indifference , and

* Goede Hoop, anglice Good Hope ; Goede Trou w, Good Faith.



unchilled by neglect, she will extend the pure principles of our beloved Institution
through a long career of brotherly love, relief , and truth.

The following is the list of Oh^cers referred to :-—R.W. Bro. Richard Bull,
W.M. ; R.W. Bro. John Osborne, P.M. ; Bro. Samuel George Patton, S.W. :
Bro. James Mounsey Rogerson, J.W. ; R.W. Bro. William Bellhouse, Chap. ;
Bro. Richard Benner, Treas:. ; Bro. Henry Grist, Sec. ; Bro, John Barklay
Ellison, S.D. ; Bro. John Alexander Bruce, J.D. ; Bro. John Phineas Dowker,
M.C. ; Bro. Hugh Morrison Melville, Org. ; Bros. Joseph Mills, fi ugh Mclnnes,
Stewards ; Bro. George Wright, I.G. : Bro. John Morrison, T.

I N D I A

SINGAPORE.
Lodge Zetland in the East (No. 748) .—St. John's Day, the 27th December,

1856, will ever be a memorable day in the annals of the Craft in this settlement.
The Brethren of Lodge Zetland in the East have for a long time felt the incon-
venience of insufficient accommodation in their Masonic Hall ; and owing to the
zeal and spirited exertions of the Worshipful Bro. W. H. Read, who is ever
foremost in the field when anything for the benefit of the Graft in general, or this
Lodge in particular, can be accomplished, a building fun d was established in the
month of June last, and the sum of 8,000 dollars subscribed in a very short time
for the erection of a new Temple. A spot of ground had for some time past been
purchased for this object, and every necessary preparation was made for the
immediate commencement of the building, for which a very beautiful design was
supplied by Bro. J. Bennett, a member of the Lodge, and a talented engineer and
architect. This plan was submitted to the building committee ; and the details
being found in every way complete and satisfactory, the thanks of the Lodge and
a handsome Jewel were voted to Bro. Bennett, in acknowledgment of his zealous
and skilful labours for the assistance of the Lodge.

At this juncture of the proceedings it became known that the residence of the
Hon. Mr. Church on the Esplanade was about to be disposed of, in consequence of
that gentleman's reti rement from the service of Government and departure to
Europe, and the superior advantage of that site at once became manifest. After
due consideration and discussion, it was decided at a meeting of the Trustees and
building Committee, assisted by all the Officers of the Lodge, that Worshipful
Bro. H. T. Marshall should be authorized and requested to purchase this
desirable property, and that the scheme for the building fund should be remodelled
accordingly, so that any shareholders not disposed to approve of the new arrange-
ment might have the opportunity to withdraw their subscriptions.

The purchase of Mr. Church's house was then effected for the sum of 9,300
dollars ; and at a subsequent meeting of the shareholders, the new proposal was
approved and sanctioned without a single dissentient voice, and the thanks of the
Brethren were most warmly accorded to Worshipful Bro. Marshall , for the
trouble and responsibility he had taken to secure such superior accommodation for
the Lodge. The build ing was found to be admirably adapted for the purposes of
a Masonic Hall ; and with a few necessary alterations and repairs, it has been
rendered as well suited for our wants as if it had been expressly designed and
erected for a Masonic Temple ; whilst its locality in one of the most conspicuous
and most respectable situations in the settlement fronting the Esplanade (the
Hyde Park of Singapore, and commanding a delightful view of the harbour),
cannot but be of the highest advantage to the character and permanent success of
the Craft.

The arrangements being completed, it was determined that the inauguration of
the new Temple should take place on the Eestival of St. John the Baptist, and
accordingly at half-past 3 o'clock, P.M. of that day, the Brethren assembled in their
old Lodge-rooms in North Bridge Road, and walked in procession to their New



Hall on the Esplanade. The important proceedings of the day were conducted
under the skilful directions of the Worshi pful Bro. W. H. Read officiating as
Pro-Prov. G.M.., and the Worshipful Bro. R. Taylor as Marshal.

The spectacle was witnessed by great numbers of the European community
and vast crowds of Chinese and other natives, who assembled to behold a sight
which possessed additional interest from the fact of this being the first time the
Masonic Brethren had appeared in public procession within the precincts of the
town, and much admiration was expressed at the elegance and taste exhibited on
the organization of the procedure.

Gn arrival at the new Temple, the ceremony of its dedication to Masonry, to
Virtue, and to Universal Benevolence, was conducted with his usual excellence
and ability by the Worshipful Bro. W. H. Read as Prov. P.G.M. ; and suitable
and eloquent addresses were delivered by the Worshipful Bros. J. B. Gumming
and J. C. Smith, illustrative of the proceedings of the day, the former on the
difference between theoretical and practical Masonry, and the latter upon the
importan t duties and responsibilities which devolved upon the Graft in general,
and this Lodge in particular. After the dedicati on was completed, the Prov.
P.G.M. proceeded to install the WorshipM Bro. H. T. Marshall the M^
for the ensuing year, and the following Officers were also invested with their
respective collars :—-Bros. H. W. Wood, S.W. ; W. Wilkinson, J. W- ; J. C.
Smith, Treas. ; E. M. Goss, Sec; J. Baxter, S. ; J.  G. Boyd, J. ; J. E. David-
son, I.G. ; W. Kraal and C. Perreau, Tylers.

The important proceedings of the day did not terminate until a little after
six o'clock, when the Lodge was closed in due form ; and at half-past six,
seventy-four of the Brethren (including visitors) sat down to their annual banquet,
during which various toasts were proposed and responded to, with the utmost
spirit and enthusiasm.

The enjoyment of the evening was much enhanced by the beautiful perform-
ances of the band of the 38th regiment, and the admirable tact and courteous
bearing of the installed Master.

The Brethren finally separated at eleven o'clock, " happy to meet, happy to
part, and happy to meet again."

It would be unjust were it not recorded that the success accomplished on this
auspicious day is chiefly owing to the pre-eminent zeal, untiring exertions, and
notable ability of the Worshipful Bro. W. H. Read, who, with so much aptitude
and efficiency, officiated as Pro-Prov. G.M. on this occasion. This Lodge now
exhibits a list of 120 Members, including some who reside in neighbouring
towns, and amongst them Sir James Brooke, K.C.B., the world-renowned Rajah
of Sarawak, and His Highness the Sultan of Linga, a prince of paramount power
and influence amongst the Malayan chiefs. The interests of Masonry in the
Malacca Straits and Archipelago urgently demand the permanent institution of a
Provincial Grand Lodge at this settlement, and we do not hesitate to say that
there is not one who could so deservedly and so appropria tely be nominated to the
Supreme dignity as the distinguished Brother who lias with so much promptness
and benefi t added this claim to the important office, to his many other services to
the Craft in these parts.

Buo. Adams s Ball.—The attendance at Willis s Rooms, King Street, St.
James's, on Tuesday, the 10th of March, f ully shows not only the increasing popu-
lari ty of the del ightfu l recreation of dancing, but also the estimation in which our
Bro. Adams's hall is held by the votaries of Terpsichore as well as personal friends.
It has seldom been our lot to witness a more crowded suite of rooms than was
presented upon this occasion. The band did not occupy the usual orchestra, being
much too numerous, but a temporary one erected at the end of the larg e room ;
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whether this was an ¦improvemen t' 1S doubtful, as a large space was lost to the
dancers, but as so large a number of performers could not be accommodated in any
other way, we were content to take things as we found them, and feel, as Adams
had done his best to make us, satisfied. We need scarcely say the band was
excellent. We had a well-arranged programme, an obliging M.G. in Bro . Eramp -
ton, and though last, not least— but most important—a galaxy of beauty left but
little to be desi red, and rendered it one of the most pleasing re unions of the sea-
son, and one that no doubt will he oft remembered by the many present—more
particularly if Bro. Adams should make this, his twenty-first annual ball, his last ;
but we hope he will listen to the suggestions of his friends, and commence a fresh
series, whi ch will extend to the sam e number, and that we shall have the pleasure
of congratulating him upon the success of his next twenty-first Annual Ball.

Birmingham:.-—The excellent and greatly esteemed Secretary of the Howe
Lodge, No. 857) Bro. Broughton, thought it desirable that the wives and daugh-
ters of the Masons of Birmingham should j oin in the inauguration of the suite of
rooms erected by members of the Howe Lodge for their use ; he, therefore (having
had the rooms placed at his disposal by the W.M., Bro. Marshall, and the "¦per-
mission- of the Right Hon . and R.W. the P.G.M., Lord Leigh, that the Brethren
should appear in Masonic costume), invited one hundred and fifty of the Fraternity
to a ball on the 20th of February.; - Accordingly, on that evening assembled in
these rooms one of the most pleasant, social, and enj oyable parties ever congre-
gated : after coffee was served , at nine o'clock, the company, fully determi n ed to
enj °y themselves, were conducted to the ball-room, which was decorated tastefu lly
with evergreens, flowers, the beaut i ful banners of the Prov. Grand Lodge, the
Templars, and Royal Arch Degrees . Dance followed dance in rapid succession ,
assisted by an excellent band and very spiri ted music. One o'clock having brought
the fi rst part to a conclusion, supper was announced , which proved to be a tru ly
Masonic repast ; in fact, a more sumptuous or profuse ente rtainment could not
possibly be conceived. The health of Bro. Broughton was proposed , and the toast
most enthusiastically responded to in bumpers of champagne. Bro. Broughton
briefly thanked his guests, and told them it was the hap piest moment of his life
to have the Brethren of the various Lodges meeting him there, and hoped it
would not be the las t time he should have the pleasure. " Mrs. Bedford and the
Ladies" was the next toast, which was also most heartily responded to ; the com-
pany then returned to the ball-room , where th ey continued the dancing with
vigour and spirit until five o'clock in the morning, when " Sir Roger" brought the
bal l to a co n clusion , and the party separated , acknowledging it to be the bal l of tho
season. We must not forget to mention that the appearance of the Brethren in
the various Masonic costumes added much to the gaiety of the scene, and we
prophesy that this will not be the last meeting of the kind held in the Howe
Rooms.

Glasgow.—St. Ma rie's Lodge.—On the evening of Thursday, the 12th March ,
the Lodge St. Mark 's annual assembly took place in their chaste and uni que hall ,
which had a most im posing and brillian t appearance, not onl y from the rich n ess
of the artistic decorations and the magnificent display of banners hang ing from its
walls, but also from the floor having been laid wi th white linen , pai n ted with
appropriate designs, among which was the Lion of St. Mark , encircled by a wreath
of the choicest flowers. About nine o'clock the members of the Lodge, accompanied
by their fair friends, began to assemble , and by ten there was nearly a hundred
present ; and from the beginning, on till past th ree o'clock, the dancing was kept
up with great vigour, to the spirit-insp iring strains of excellent music. The rich
white dresses of the ladies presented an ample con trast to the Brethren in their
full Masonic costume, almost all of whom wore the brilliant'decorations of the
hi gher Masonic orders, whilst there were a few attired in the white robes of the order
of Knights Templar. The " adjacent" occasionally proved a gratefu l and a cool
ret reat, where an abundant supply of creams, j ellies, and the creature com forts',
refreshed and reinvigorated the exhausted dancers, and did great credit to
Bro. Gharles Wilson , of the Royal Restau ran t, who was the purveyor on the
occasion .
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The Lodge St^ Gmye (No 
^ 

the 5th of 
March, the

members of this Lodge held their annual winter festival in the Trades Hall,
Glasford Street , on which occasion this magnificent hall was decorated with flags
of all nations. The Brethren appeared in full insignia of the Order, the Office-
bearers being d istinguished by the gorgeous j ewels of the Lodge which they wore.,
whilst their wives and fair friends were dressed in unique and varied ball costumes_,
which presented a very gay and animated appearance. On the entry of the
Grand Master (dancing having continued for two hours), at ten o'clock, the com-
pany, numbering about 120, adjourned to the saloon and took their seats around
the festive board, and from the indications we observed, the most cordial and
unbounded feelings of mirth and conviviality prevailed throughout. The W.M.
Bro. Neil B. Balveen presided, supported on the right by Bro. James Muir, P.M. ;
Bro. Munn, Chap. ; and Bro. Marshall, Sec. ; and on the left by Bro. R. Black,
W.M., No. 219 ; Bro. Simpson, Treas., and Bro. G. Purdon ; the Wardens, Bros .
A. Dbugall and Bro. Wm. White, were supported on the right by Bros. A. Pulton ^Wm. Gilli s, and. R. Park ; on the left by Bros. S, Brown, R. Jack, and Morton .
Blessing being asked by the Chaplain, th e company proceeded to do ample justiee
to the choice eatables of a luxuriantly laden table, which did credit to .Bro,
McLearie, as purveyor. The W.M. then gave the usual loyal and patriotic
toasts, which were duly responded to. Pro. Black afterwards gave, "Prosperity
to the Lodge St. George," alluded to the W.M, Bro. Dalveen iii very flattering
terms, for the able and efficient manner he had discharged the duties of the
chair during the three successive years lie had been urianinaously elected to that
office, and said that grand meeting was a great proof of the estimation in which he
was held by the Office-bearers and members of this Lodge. The R. W.M. made a
very appropriate reply, stating that their progress since last year had been steady,
. « -W ¦» ' . * •* *¦ to • 1 ¦ i ' -m •' - • • -¦ • ¦» tthe Lodge was still increasing, and the members j oining seemed to be mutually
anxious to help in the noble work t>f making life's path smooth to each other,
and that was what he understood the principles of real Freemasonry to consist.
" The Visitors, Breth ren, and Bro . Black, No. 219," was given by Bro. Muir ,
P.M., to which Bro. Black replied. "The Ladies " was proposed in very gracefu l
terms by Bro. Gillis, which was rapturously applauded. Buring the evening the
company were greatly delighted by the excellent singing and recitations of Bros .
Jack, Dickie, Menzies, &c. A vote of thanks being unanimously given to the
croupers and committee of managemen t, which was heartily responded to, the
company again adjourned to the ball-room, where, under the able direction of
Bro. Professor J. K. Hunter, and the aid of Bro . Man's celebrated quadrille
band, the magic dance was kept up until an early hour, when all parted in peace,
happiness, and concord.

Liverpool.—A grand amateur performance took placeat the Theatre Royal ,
on the 13th March, under the patronage of the M.W. the Prov. G.M., the Prov. G.
Officers, the W. Masters, and Officers of the Masonic Lodges in the Western
Division of Lancashi re ; the proceeds to be applied in aid of the Pun d for build -
ing a Masonic Hall in this town. The performance consisted of the "Rent Bay,"
"Taming a Tiger," and the burlesque of "Richard ye Third ," the characters
being admirably supported by Brethren , assisted by members of the literary and
d ramatic clubs. The stage direction was confided to Mr. James Walton , and to
that gentleman 's patience and industry, as well as to his acknowledged ability,
the amateurs are, in a great measure, indebted for their success. After defray ing
the usual expenses, a sum of about £100 will be contributed to the Fund—not a
bad ni ght 's work.

It is, perhaps, stepping a little out of our usual course to notice the
grand fancy d ress ball, held at the St. George's Hall, Liverpool, on the 3rd ol
March ; but we do so for three especial reasons : firsts because a very great many
Freemasons patronized it ; secondly, because it was a very grand affair and
deserves to be noticed and handed down to poster^ in the pages of the Magazine ;
and thirdly, because, to our di sgrace be it said, we in London, the fi rst city in the
world, have not a similar place where w~'c could invite so many of our friends to
assemble upon any one occasion. Wh y the provinces take the lead in these



matters, it is not for us here to enter upon, but we cannot help regretting we
are so much in the wake. Three magnificent bands of music, the hall most
gorgeously decorated, and 1,700 persons in fancy costume (and upon whose dress,
taste, art, and talent had been for months laboriously employed), must, we think
it will be freely acknowledged, present a scene that would have delighted the author
of the " Arabian Nights' Entertainments." Everything passed off very satis-
factorily, and though it would alnlost appear invidiou s to select any from the
crowd of beauties present, we cannot—must not—pass Dolly Varden, or her friend
Madame Pompadour, without saying to our mind's eye, the laurels of the evening
were due to them for the exquisite taste and perfection of their assumed characters.
Whether we lost our heart or whether we looked upon them as princesses (merchan t
princes' daughters), and our case hopeless, it is not our intention now to inform
the world. There was not so much dancing as is usual at a ball, to see and be
seen appeared the order of the evening, consequently a promenade was more in
vogue than a waltz, and it was not until the larger hours had passed that we
managed to enjoy a dance. What would our ancient friend Mr. Pepys have
thought if he had found such an entry as this in his diary—-of course in his own
quaint way. March .3. Dressed and dined by half-past four-—took a cab to
Euston Station—express to Liverpool at five—arrived safe—-made my appearance
in St. George's Hall at eleven—remained till half^past three—breakfasted and off
to London by five minutes past four —in town by eleven. We do not say that we
did so, but merely show what might have been done, and what our young friends in
London can do if they feel disposed to patronize the next ball in St. George's Hall.

SHEFEiELD.—Th e Brethren of the Britannia Lodge of Freemasons gave an enter-
tainment to their friends at the Music Hall, on Tuesday, February 24th . Dancing
commenced a little befo re nine, and was continued until eleven . The company
then partook of an elegant collation, aft er which dancing was resumed, and kept
up until a late hour.

On the 3rd, the Court returned to Windsor, and remained there until the 13th ,
when it came back to Buckingham Palace, The Prin ce of Wales continues to
enjoy the sports of the fi eld.

On the 26th of February, Prince Albert held a levee for her Majesty ; another
on the 11 th of March .

The Earl of Fife died on the 9th of February ; the Earl of Amherst on the
13th .

PARLIAMENT.
On the 26th of February, the adj ourned debate on the Ganton question was

resumed in the Lords, and concluded with a majorit y of 36 in favour of tho
Ministry. On the same evening, Mr. Gobden brought the same question under
the consideration of the House of Commons, upon which ome of the ablest debates
on the records of Parliament took place, and was continued on the 27th , and on
the 2nd and 3rd of M arch, when it was brought to a close by a division , resulting
in a majori ty of 16 against the Ministers. In the Lords., on the same evening,
a long discussion took place on the Matrimon ial and Divorce Causes Bill, which
was read a second time.

In the Commons on the 4th , the Industrial Schools Bill wa$ read a second t ime ,
as was also tho Court of Chancery (Ireland) Bill ,

THE COUBT
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On the 5th , Liord Granville/ in the House of Lords, and Lord Palnierston, in
the House of Commons, declared that in consequence of the hostile vote of the
latter House on the evening of the 3rd, her Majesty intended to dissolve Parlia-
ment at an early date.

On the 6th . the House of Common s agreed to reduce the Tea and Sugar Buties
on the scale proposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

On the 9th, the Earl of Shaftesbury brought the question of the Opium Trad e
with China under the consideration of the House of Lords. On the same evening,
the Speaker announced his intention to retire at the close of the Session . The
Income Tax Bill was read a second time, and the House went into committee of
supply on the ITaval Estimates.

On the IGth, the thanks of Parliament were voted to the Speaker for his long
and able services in the chair, and an address was agreed to, calling upon the
Crown to confer upon that Bight Hon. Gentleman some distinguishing mark of its
f avour. The Bight Hon. Gentleman was highly complimented by fthe leading
members of each party in the House. Mr. Gladstone, on the same evening,
insisted on the necessity of reducing the public expenditure.

On the 11 th, the Ecclesiastical Corporation Bill was withdrawn, and the
Imprisonment for Bebt Bill negatived without a division.

On the 12th, the Earl of Ellenborough, in the House of Lords, again called atten-
tion to the Chinese war, suggesting the best means of brin ging it to an honourable
termination . In the Commons, Government ran a great risk of a second defeat
on Mr. Balk's motion with reference to the remuneration of the Crimean Com-
missioners, >Sir J ohn McNeil and Col. Tulloch, but Lord Paluierston gave way,
and slid wed that discre tion is stil 1 the better part of valour. The Army Estimates
were agreed to, and the Queen's answer to the address upon the retirement of the
Speaker brought up.

On the 13th, Lord Campbell brought the suhj ect of the Law of Libel in con-
nection with newspaper reporting before the consideration of Parliament, and the
Marquis of Clanricarde called atten tion to the circumstances of the war with
Persia. In the House of Commons, it was resolved to grant the Speaker a retiring
pension of £i,000 per annum.

On the 14th, the bill for the renewal of the Mutiny Act for six months was read
a second time.

On the 16th, in the House of Lords on the second reading of the Income Tax
Bill , the Earl of Derby reviewed the circumstances under which the appeal was
being made to the country.

On the 17th , both China and Persia again employed the attention of the House
of Lords, while the abol ition of the Sound Dues and the affairs of Naples were the
staple of discussion in the Commons.

On the 18th, the House of Lords met to ad vance certain bills a stage, and in the
Commons the Ministers' Money (Ireland) Bill was read a secon d time.

On the 19th , the Earl of Clarendon in the House of Lords, exp lained the pro-
visions of the Treaty of Peace with Persia, and also gave an accoun t of how our
forei gn relations stood in reference to Naples.

On the 20th , the Marquis of Westmeath brought the subj ect of the indiscrimi-
nate Sale of Poisons under the notice of the House of Lord s, and the Earl of
Ellenborough called attention to the peculiar circumstances of the dissolution.

On the 21st, Parliament was prorogued by Royal Commission, and in the course
of the same evening dissolved by proclamation.

EOBE1GN.
Under the head of foreign intelli gence, the most important events we have to

chronicle for the past month , have been the treat y of peace with Persia, the
abolition of the Sound dues, the meeting of the Conference at Paris to settle the
points in dispute between the King of Prussia, and the Swiss Confederacy ; the
ini t iat i on into offic e of Mr . President Buchanan ; the, interruption of di plomatic



JUDICIAL.

On the 2nd, the Central Criminal Court was opened for the trial of prisoners.
On the 4th, Dr. Winn and his secretary, Thomas, Liniey, were acquitted of the
assault upon Mr. Benhani, a lodger in the same h ouse.

On the 5th, commenced the trial of the Saward gang of forgers, which resulted
in a verdict of guilty against the prisoners. They were the_next day brought up
for trial, and sentenced to transportation for life. On the 7th waŝ  tried at
Durham, Bell v. Jackson, for breach of promise, with a verdict'-of £50 damages to
the plaintiff

relations between Austria and Sardinia ; the withdrawal of the armies of occu -
pation fro m Greece, and from the Danubian Principalities • and the birth of a
Bourbon prince, as increase to the family of the King of Naples.

On the 11th, Philip White, who had been also accused of poisoning his wife,
was found guilty at Aylesbu ry of administering drugs to procure abortion , and
was sentenced to be transported for life. On the same day, Mr. Esdaile, formerly
governor of the Royal British Bank, made some most stotling disclosures with
respect to that concern, on his examination in the Court of Bankruptcy,
v On the 14th, after a trial *of four days' duration, was terminated at Aylesbury
the great will case of Lovett v. Lovett, with a verdict for the plaintiff, thereby
establishing the will.

On the 18th, at the York Assizes, three men were convicted of burglary at
Manor Oaks, near Sheffield, and sentenced to transportation for life.

On the 21st, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council delivered judgment
in the celebrated cause of Liddell v. Westerton, approving of church decorations.

ACCIDENTS AND OFFENCES.

On the 1st, several cases of severe stabbing took place at Li verpool.
On the 2nd , a fire took place at the Essex Tavern, Aldgate, when the landlady

was most cou rageously rescued by George ITarmsworth, the man in charge of the
fi re escape. t

On the 2nd , Thos. "Wooton , a ticket-ofdeave man, was committed, charged with
the Ashover burglary .

On the 6tb, a man named Webb, attempted to murder a passenger on the Nor th
London Bailway.

On the 7th, an inquest was held upon the body of the late Mr. T. Taylor, a re-
tired quartermaster of the Coldstream Guards.

On the 9th, fou r men were drowned at Shoreham.
On the 15th, there was a fire, with the loss of three lives, at Providence-row,

Worship-street.
On the 18th, a similar accident took place at Walworth. A woman and her

four children perished in the flames.

PROVIDENT.

On the 4th , the Bailway Passengers Assurance Company met. The following is
the substance of their report for the last hal f year :— "The income received and
due , is £6,023. lis. 9d ., be ing £3, 175. 19s. 3d. on account of railway accidents,
and £2,847. 12s. Cd. on account of gen oral accidents. The total income for the
y ear ending 31st of December last is £12,000. 16s. lid. against £8,782. O.s. 5d.
in 1855. I n  the half-year, £9,832. 6s. 2d. has been carried to the credit of the
reve nue account. The exp endi ture , includin g the ordinar y working charges,
£1,295 . 16;> . 6d, for commission , policy stamps, and commuted stamp duty, and



£3,495. 2s. Qd. for Compensation, amounts to £7,604. 13s. 9d., leaving a balance
of £2,227. 12s. 5d. ; which, with the amount due from the clearing house and
agents, makes the sum of £2,891. lis. 3d., from which the directors propose the
payment of interest at 4 per cent., free of income tax. The amount paid as com-
pensation during the half-year ending 31st of December—£3,494. 2s. 9d. —includes
the sum of £2,000 paid to the representatives of the late Messrs. Shilling, of West
Mailing, Kent.

On the 10th, the Conservative Land Society: held its eighteenth quarterly
meeting.; The following is the substance of the report :—The sale of the Kentish
Town estate was comnienced on the 22nd of January with such a satisfactory
allotment as to afford the confident expectation of the disposal of the remaining
plots before the end of the financial year. Some of the best sites might still be
selected on this valuable property, although nearly £10,000 in amount were
realized on the first day. The returns of the business showed that up to March
7th, the number of shares in progress was 10,973 ; shares completed, 2,118 • total,
13̂ 091 ; and that £284,970 had been received. The total quan tity of land sold up
to the 7th of March was £203> 046. The register of order of rights showed that
2,344 shares had been completed, 2,582 drawn, and that 1,331 had become entitled
by seniority, making a total of 6,257. The number of rights exerci sed was 3,621,
leaving 2^ 636 unexercised rights.

On the 19 th> was held the meeting of the Merchants' and Tradesmen-s Assurance
Society, when a report, which stated as follows, was submitted to the members ;—
"Seven hundred and twenty proposals were submitted to the board during the
year, for sums amounting to £187,870, of which there were completed from 1st of
February, 1856, to 31st of January last 493 proposals, assuring £118,535, the
annual premiums on which amount to £3,998. 12s. ; there were uncompleted at
31st of January last, from various causes, 178 proposals, assuring £52,875,
and declined 49 proposals for £16,460 ; the amount assured prior to the 31st of
January last, and still in force, is on 2,207 policies, £560,065, the annual premiums,
on which are £17,863. 12s . 6d. ; 69 proposals have since passed the board, assu-
ring £19,025, the annual premiums in respect of which are £564. 8s. lid., making
the number of policies in force 2,769, the amount assured £697,625, and the
annual income of the society from premiums £22,426. 13s. 5d. Claims in respect
of deaths, with bonus additions, amounting to £4,317. 10s., have been duly dis-
charged. The business submitted to the board considerably exceeded that of the
previou s year, and the amount actually completed was nearly the same.

On the 24th, the British Empire Mutual Assurance Society held their tenth
annual meeting, and received the following report of their business :—There were
received during the past year 1,199 proposals to assure £257,519, and there were
issued 1,113 policies, assuring £240,436 ; 45 proposals were declined for £10,775 ;
41 proposals were under consideration for £6,308 ; eight immediate annuities were
granted for £255. 13s. 4d. The annual income is now £51,389. 14s. 7d. !Fifty
members have died during the year, and the claims arising therefrom, includin g
bonuses, amount to £9,018. 13s. lid. The total number of members deceased
since the commencement of the company is 238, and the amount paid to their
widows or other representatives has been £45,845. 9s. 9d. The accumulated
fund, after deducting the cash bonus paid on the last division of p rofits, amounts
to £110,000.

The annual meeting of the Professional Life Assurance Company was held on
the 26th, when a report was read, which said, notwithstandin g that the effect of
the late war and the continuance of the income and other war taxes have been
most adverse to the business of life assurance, yet the company has issued during
the past year 530 new policies, the amount therehy assured being £150,910, pro-
ducing an annual income of £4,887. 19s. 9d. This result, the directors are happy
to state, has been obtained with a less amount of aid from the loan department
than was rendered in the preceding year. The claims by life losses under policies
of the company during the past year have been 31 in number, and the sums so
assured amount to £10,649. The report was adopted and a dividend of 5 per cent .
declare d on the paid up capital . A gloom was thrown over the meeting by the
death of Mr. Massey, the manager, which occurred somewhat suddenly only



about a week before tlie meetings—but the utmost satisfaction was expressed at the
appointment of Mr. George Winter as his successor.

On the 27th , the Anglo-Australian Assurance Company held its annual meeting.
The report stated :— During the year 1856, 641 life proposals had been received
for the sum of £113,583, representing a new premium income of £4,305. 9s. 5d.,
and ten proposals for annuities amounting to £1,188. 10s. Id: purchase nioney,
together with twenty-nine annuity proposals for £237. 6s. 4d., in which the
company has -a beneficial interest. The directors accepted and completed 445
proposals, covering assurances to the amount of £72,425, and creating a new
premium income of £2,449. Is. Id. Ten annuiti es had also heen completed ,
y i elding a present income of £1,188. 10s. 7d. ; thus making the total number oi
policies completed . .from- the commencement of the company to be 1,369, and the
gross sum assured to be £220,868, representing a gross premiu m income of
£7,413. 9s. 6d. The claims for ' the year amounted to £437. 10s. A dividend at
the rate of 6 per cent, was declared.

Oh the 25th February, the governors of the City of London Lying-in Hospital
met, and reported that, with an expenditu re of^£l,700. 10s. 8d., they had afforded
relief in their travail to 468 poor women.

On the 26th, the committee of the Royal Orthopcedie Hospital re ported, that
during the past year they had admi tted 1,533, being an increase of 132 on the
year, The income of the charity amounted to £4,022.

On the 28th, was celebrated the annual festival of the Seamen's Hospital, Lord

BENEVOLENT

Stanley of Aider!ey presiding. It was stated that the expenditure had been for
some time past in excess of the income.

On the same evening was celebrated the festival of the Welsh School, when
£800 were collected in aid of that charity .

On the 4th March, the Earl of Shaftesbury presented rewards to 402 domestic
and other servants educated in the Bagged Schools, for good conduct in their
situations.

On the 5th, there was a public meeting in aid of the Reformatory Insti-
tutions.

On the 9th was the annual festival of the Dispensary for Diseases of the Chest.
The number of patients last year relieved amounted to 2,500.

On the 18th took place, the festival of the Cognate Charity of the City of London
Hospi tal for Diseases of the Chest. There were collected £5, 399. 16s.

The anniversary fes tival of the Asylum for Idiots was held on the 26th , Lord
Monteagle presiding. From a special appeal of the committee it appears that the
Asvlurn at Kedhill will accommodate 500 persons, having heen erected at a cost
of £30,000, or about £60 per bed. At present there are 254 pati ents and pup ils
on the foundation ; there is, therefore, sti ll abundant room to he occupied , and
there are upwards of 200 applicants earn estly craving admission , but the board
cannot advance on their present numbers, except as their current annual increases.
In addition to this circumstance, £5,000 are almost immediately required for fur-
niture and fittings. The collection of the evening was about £37 0OO.

The British Orphan Asylum held its annual festival on the 25th , under the pre-
sidency of Bro. Alderman Wire. The Chairman , in an eloquent appeal on behalf
of the Chari ty, which is much in want of funds, said, upwards of 100 children had
now been educated within the school, and the directors had from time to time
been much gratified by employers volunteering testimony to the honesty and apti-
tude of the boys and girls in their service ; and not the least gratify ing fact was,
that some of the boys, now grown to men and become master s, had renewed their
relations with the asylum by becoming annual subscribers . The subscri ptions of
the evening amounted to between £700 and £800.

The ninety-ninth anniversary of that useful institution the Orphan Working
was celebrated at the London Tavern, on the 25th, the Duke of Argyle in the
chair. It appears that the school was originall y founded at Hoxton , for tho edu>



cation of 20 destitirte boys, it being one of the earliest of the charities so estab-
lished, Erom time to time the school has been enlarged, until the children were
in 1847 removed to the present premises at Haverstock Hill. There are now in
the school 169 boys and 78 girls ; and next year being the centenary, it is pro-
posed to celebrate it by enlarging the building so as to accommodate 400 children,
for which purpose a special fund¦¦• ¦of £25,000 is to be raised. The subscriptions of
the evening were announced by Mr. Soul, the secretary, to amount to about
£500 for the general fund, and £500 for the centenary fund , in addition to a dona-
tion of 250 guineas from Her Majesty to constitute his R. IL the Prince of Wales
a life governor with the privilege of nominating children to the foundation.

JOINT STOCK.
On the 25th of February, the General Steam Navigation Company, at their

half-yearly meeting, declared a dividend of 10 per cent, and a bonus.
On the 27th, the directors of the Kent Guarantee Society reported the receipts

for the past year at £2,614. 4s. I d., and the expendi ture at £2,343. 3s. 6d.
On the same day was made public the result of the first year's working of the

Victoria Docks. The ships docked numbered 1,541, with a tonnage of 500,463
tons. • .. " : ¦ '

On the 3rd March, the directors of Mexican and South American Company
reported that their yield of copper for the past twelve months had reached 1,500
tons. ¦ ' ¦¦ ¦ ;/ :: : , - .

On the 16th, the London and Paris Joint-Stock Bank was dissolved.
On the 19th, was held the half-yearly court of the Bank of England, at which

the chairman, Mr. Weguelin, made the following statement :—The profits of the
last year, ending on the 28th of last month ,, were £686,330. 2s. 10d., making
the rest £3,710,855. 105., which would allow a dividend of 4| per cent., and
leave the rest at £3,064,970. 10s. The directors therefore proposed to declare a
dividend of 4£ per cent., free of income tax.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS
On the 2nd, " A Cure for the Heartache was revived at Drury Laue, Mr. C.

Mathews sustaining the part of Young Rapid,
On the 6th, an amateur performance took place at the St. James's Theatre, for

the benefi t of the General Theatrical Fund.
On the 19 th, a new piece, called "A Life's Travel," was brought out at the

Haymarket with tolerable success.
The great event of the month, however, has been the revival of " Richard II.,"

on a most magnificent scale, on the 12th, at the Princess's.

MISCELLANEOUS.
On the 26th of February, a public meeting was held at Barnsley, on behalf of

th ose bereaved by the awful explosion at the Lundhill Colliery.
On the same evenin g there was a meeting in Lambeth, in opposition to the

alteration of the site of Westminster Bridge.
On the 2nd of March , the Lord Mayor, at the Mansion House, expressed his

pleasure at finding that the Poor Law Board was taking in hand the subj ect
of the houseless poor.

On the 11th, there was a very stormy meeting of the Literary Fund.



FROM THE EEENCH.

Gentle reader, wouldst thou know,
Where our Masonry is based ?

Then to nature must thou go,
There alone thou'lt find it placed.

Mansart and Vitruvius,---
Sages they of by-gone years,—

Honour to them ! but with us,
Art has greater ends than theirs.

Works of glory, works of might,
Grander far than tongue can tell,

Only built to please the sight,
These we aim not to excel.

In the noblest of them all,
Rear'd with all the skill of man .

There is nought, however small,
For our own far nobler plan.

Them, and others such as they,
Honour, as is justly due ;

And let us, as well we may,
Imitate their virtues too.

But he who ever zealously
Aims at good with soul and. heart,

That man shall the model be
Of our pure Masonic art.

When King Solomon of old
To the honour of God's name

Rear'd a temple, rich with gold,
And the earth was fill'd with fame

Of its glories,—though for years
Twas the pride of human skill,—

Our art no such structures rears,
But our works are greater still.

Let men wonder, as they must,
At the pinnacles of yore,

Till they crumble into dust,
Types of our works,—nothing more :

We too build ; but ivory,
Marble, wood, and stone, and lime,—.

These things are not used, for we
Build for ever, not for time.

In the hearts of men we lay
Our foundation ; and where'er

Yice reigns, labour if we may
Rear a fan o to virtue there.

With love, truth, and equity,
We build , for the good of alb

Such our works of Masonry,
Shall they, can they, ever fall ?

F, C. ]
2 i

MASONIC ARCHITECTURE.



tion of comparative independence . For many years he carried on business as a
stationer and keeper of a circulating library, Davies-street, Berkeley-square, and
laboured indefatigably in other pursuits for the support of his wife and six
children. Finding, for some months past, that his health was giving way, he
applied for permission to return to Roland, where an excellent appointment as land
steward (a situation for which he was peculiarly qualified by early education) had
been offered to him. Whilst awaiting the reply to this application, he was seized

BRO. EUGENE DETKINS.
The late Bro. Eugene Detkins (P.M. and Secretary of the Polish National

Lodge, No. 778), who died suddenly on the 28th February last, had resided in this
country for about twenty-four years. He had served as an officer in the Polish
War of Independence in 1830-31, and had, of course, incurred the penalty of exile.
He succeeded, soon after his arrival in this country, by his great activi ty and
engaging disposition, which made him many friends, in placing himself in a situa-

by the illness (disease of the heart), which in a few minutes terminated fatally.
So heavy and unexpected a blow has plun ged his family in the deepest distress and
embarrassment. In order to meet some liabilities, and to place the widow of
Bro. Detkins in a situation to carry on business for the support of herself and
family, exertions are being made to raise, by subscription, a sufficient sum for that
purpose. The late Bro. Detkins also belonged to the Polish National Chapter,
where he held the office of Third Princi pal. Of a noble character and kind
disposition, he was ever ready, within his limited means, to do good to his
fellow-creatures and to his Brethren. The true Masonic virtues, fraternal love
and charity, shone in him prominently, and he was a contributor to our excellent
benevolent institutions. It is to be hoped that his poor widow and six orphan
children will receive from the Lodge of Benevolence that support which they so
urgently stand in need of, when the case is brought under its notice.

BRO. JOHN SIMONS.
On the 20th January last, aged 46 years, Bro. John Simons, J.D. of the Howe

Lodge, No. 857. Bro. Simons was a native of Birmingham, in which town he
acquired the rudiments of learning, and was transferred thence to the preparatory
branch of Christ's Hospital at Hertford ; his ancestor^ the celebrated Thomas Guy,
of Tamworth, having bequeathed the sum of J6400 for the purpose of placing four
of the family yearly on that foundation. In 1823, he was removed to the estab-
lishment in London, where his educati on having been completed, he was placed
with the late Dr. Russell, of Newhall-street, Birmingham, after remaining with
whom several years, he commenced practice in his native town, and continued
until the period of his death a much honoured and respected member of the
medical profession. Our Brother was but a young Mason, not having seen the
light until the year 1855 ; but so forcibly was he impressed with the beauty of the
system, that he speedily became one of its most ardent devotees, and had his life
been spared a few years longer, would doubtless have been a distinguished member
of the Craft—but it was otherwise ordained. Beimr medical officer to the Bir-
mingham Board of Guardians, his duties necessarily led him into scenes where the
danger of infection was imminent, and to this pestiferou s agency he fell a victim.
In the Birmingham Journal of January 31, there appeared the following report of
proceedings at the meeting of Guardians, which took place the week after his
death :—

" The Clerk said he had the melancholy duty to announce to the Board
the decease of Mr. John Simons, medical officer for district No. 5, which took

¦ ¦¦0-6it :ttar i>v-



place a- few days since. The Chairman, in feeling terms, expressed his deep regret
at the loss of Mr. Simons, who had fallen in the faithful discharge of his duty to
the parish. He had known Mr. Simons as a medical officer for ten years, and he
had always been really kind to the poor. (Hear, hear .) He had desired the Clerk
to prepare a resolution of condolence to be forwarded to Mrs. Simons, to this
effect :--' That this Board deeply regrets the demise of Mr. John Simons, and
desires very respectfully to offer to his widow and family its sincere condolence in
their bereavement/ Mr. John Aston very cordially moved the resolution, which
was seconded by Mr, Maher, who also expressed his deep sympathy at the loss
of so valued an officer. The motion was supported by several guardians, and
unanimously adopted." '

Out of evil arises good. The sacrifice of Bro. Simons has aroused attention to
the sanitary condition of many parts of Birmingham which have heretofore been
grossly neglected, and it is to be hoped that stringent measures will speedily be
adopted for remedying in some degree the existing evils. It may be mentioned,
as somewhat remarkable, that at his last meeting with a few Brethren, who had
assembled on the first evening of the present year to converse upon matters
connected with the Howe Lodge, Bro. Simons, after rising to take his departure,
remained for a long time Standing, dilating with considerable earnestness upon the
perils to which those are exposed whose professional duties call them to the sick
beds of poverty and wretchedness, dwelling most impressively and wi th much
feeling upon the self-devotion he had witnessed amongst members of the priestly
order, in placing themselves in contact with paupers dying of malignant fevers .
Was this presentiment, or did he even then feel within himself the seeds of that
disorder which three weeks later stretched him upon the bed of death ?" Who shall
determine ?

u They say the words of dying men
Enforce attention, like deep harmony ;"

and the writer of this notice well remembers the fix eel regard with wdiich, on that
occasion, Bro. Simons was listened to.

The Editok requests that all communications may be sent to him , at
74-5, Great Queen-street, Lincoln Vlnn-fi elds, London, W.C., by the 20tb of
each month, at latest, to insure their insertion .

The "Freemasons Magazine and Masonic Miueoii. —The Brethren are
respectfully informed, that the Volume for 1856, in a handsomely embossed
symbolic cover, is now ready, price 13s. 6d. Covers may be had at the 6fnce ,
price Is. ; or the Brethren may have their Numbers bound for Is, 6d.

Those Brethren whose Subscriptions expired wi th the Number for December,
will oblige the Publisher by forwarding a Post-office order for the present year.

TO COBKESPONDENTS.
At a special meeting of the subscribers of the Boys' School, on Monday,

March 30, it  was resolved to have the recommendations of the Committee relative
to the appointment of Master and Matron printed, and their consideration wan
adj ourned until the regular meeting on the 20th instant.

NO TICE.



*' A."—The By-laws having received the sanction of the Prov. Grand Master,
the Lodge can legally act upon them ; but we are of opinion with the late Grand
Registrar, that thte By daw in question is a very improper one, the mode of pro-
ceeding indicated by the " Book of Constitutions "being quite sufficient.

Our esteemed correspondent at the Cape of Good Hope is assured that Bro .
Muggridge is not asleep. If we have not had many reports of the Lion and Lamb
Lodge lately, we suppose it is because the Brethren have not considered the
proceedings of sufficient importance to communicate to us.

"W. H.-—693. - The innovation you allude to is impossible, and correspon-
dence, upon it therefore, would be only productive of harm.

¦ '¦>  ̂ ¦
-' " ' ¦ ¦ ' . ;l :: V^:;  ̂ ~

1.—"May a Lodge give a Brother, leaving it, a 
^
certificate of his having passed

the Warden's chair ? "—Yes.
2.—-"May a Past Warden wear a collar and the jewel of his late office *?"—No.
3.-— "May a Past Officer of a private Lodge wear the jewel of his late office

suspended by a ribbon, and if so, by what coloured ribbon ?"-—The immediate Past
Master should do so, none other. The collar must of course be blue, unless the
Brother isjxy rank authorized to wear the red or purple.

6 '¦ J. P. C" writes :—e{ A. Brother who has been initiated, passed, and raised, in
an English Lodge, under charter from the Grand Lodge of England, goes to
Scotland or Ireland and is exalted to the Royal Arch (this ceremony includes the
Mark Master's degree, also the installation into or passing the chair), is the Brother
so exalted allowed to rank as a Past Master, wear the Past Master's jewel and
levels on the apron in an English Lodge of Craft Masons, and be present at
installations of Masters to the chair, and in all other respects rank as a Past
Master ?"—-To this we reply most certainly not. The ceremony of the Past Master 's
degree in Ireland or Scotland is only a preliminary to the taking of the Royal
Arch Degree, and confers no rank whatever upon the Brother receiving it.

"A Master Mason."—We are not aware of any fund for assisting Brethren
with advances of money by way of loan . If such a fund existed, we have no
doubt there would be plenty of applicants, and we fear persons might be led to
enter our Order with a view of availing themselves of it.

We are requested to correct one or two errors in our account of the Aggregate
Banquet at Devonport, which was kindly supplied us by a local correspondent .
It was not the Chairman, but the Provincial Chaplain, the Rev. W. E. Hadow,
who said grace ; and it was Bro. Horace A. Lloyd, W.M. of ISTo. 46, Exeter, and
not Bro. Southwood, who acknowledged the toast of the Worshipful Masters of
local Lodges.

" H. V. B." shall be attended to next month.
°

" C. J. C" writes—"I should feel greatly obliged if you would inform us what
is the customary mode of electing the W. Master of a Lodge ? Our plan is to pro-
pose and second some deserving Brother, and then, at the next meeting, to send
the ballot-box round . As we have never had more than one Brother nominated,
the elections have always been unanimous ; but being in formed that this is not
the proper mode, we are anxious to follow the course generally practised. I
ought, in explanation, to add, that although numbering seventy members, our
Lodge is but thirteen years old."—You adopt the course of Grand Lodge ; but in
private Lodges, the usual, and, we should rule, the most regular plan is, on the
night of election to read the names of all the Brothers eligible for the Office , and
then take a ballot, the members writing the name of-the Brother for whom they
wish to vote. This course gets rid of the invxdiousness of placing up one Brother
ijj opposition to another.




